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Rev.  Flint  Shea  greets  worshippers  at  North  Cross  UMC's  first  service.  (Photos  by 
Joshua  Lewis) 


Conference's  newest  church 
worships  in unlikely  setting 

BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

The  newest  United  Methodist  church 
in  the  conference  has  been  born  in  the 
North  Shore  District.  It  meets  in  an 
improbable  place:  a  Madisonville  funer¬ 
al  home. 

North  Cross  UMC,  Madisonville,  held 
its  first  worship  service  Dec.  5,  with 
more  than  300  attendees  at  two  servic- 
es-many  of  them  coming  from  other 
districts  to  show  support  for  the  fledg¬ 
ling  congregation. 

The  church’s  home  for  now  is  Vickers 
Funeral  Home,  located  a  couple  of  miles 
from  the  land  where  the  church  plans  to 
build. 


Rev.  Shea  marks  the  day  by  signing  a 
bulletin. 


There  was  an  initial  hesitance  about 
worshipping  in  a  place  so  closely  linked 
with  death,  Shea  said,  but  people  have 
overcome  it.  “We  view  it  now  as  a  place 
of  resurrection.” 


“Once  we  started... people  who  were 
there  felt  God’s  presence  there;  they  felt 
like  it  was  church.  I  talked  about  Jesus’ 
birth  being  in  an  unlikely  place,  you 

See  CHURCH,  Page  7 


Bethlehem  flame  starts  lights  across  La. 


Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  carries  a 
light  from  Bethlehem. 
(Photo  by  Larry  Norman) 


In  November,  five-year-old  Cameel  Rishmawi, 
who  had  traveled  from  his  home  in  Bethlehem,  lit  a 
candle  at  the  Millennium  Event  in  Houston.  It  sym¬ 
bolized  the  light  that  came  from  his  hometown  2000 
years  ago. 

But  the  light  didn’t  stop  there.  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth, 
Bunkie,  a  member  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
who  was  present  in  Houston,  brought  the  light  and 
candles  to  Louisiana  and  shared  them  with  others  in 
the  conference  during  an  Epiphany  Day  service  Jan. 
6.  Following  the  moving  liturgy  at  the  Conference 
Center,  congregations  took  part  in  a  timed  lighting 
sequence  so  the  light  from  Bethlehem  radiated 
across  the  state  as  United  Methodists  became  bea¬ 
cons  for  the  eternal  light  of  God. 


JAN.  13, 2000 

Bishop  Solomon 
retiring  in  July  to 
take  residence  at 
McMurry  University 

BY  RENA  Y0C0M 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  MISSION 
AND  MINISTRIES 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  Iras 
announced  that  he  will  retire  at  the 
forthcoming  session  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  July  in 
order  to  continue  his 
ministry  as  bishop-in¬ 
residence  at  McMurry 
University  in  Abilene, 

Tex. 

Bishop  Solomon 
was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1988.  He 
was  assigned  to  Louisiana  in  1996 
after  serving  eight  years  in  the 
Oklahoma  Area. 

Commenting  on  his  new  direction 
in  ministry,  the  bishop  said,  "While 
Joy  and  I  have  been  greatly  blessed 
by  the  wonderful  clergy  and  laity  of 
Louisiana,  our  gratitude  to  McMurry 
University  for  its  pivotal  role  in  Joy’s 
life  and  our  life  together  compels  us 
to  invest  these  next  several  years 
helping  McMurry  minister  to  stu¬ 
dents,  especially  those  with  limited 
resources  and  opportunities.” 

Speaking  with  the  Louisiana 
Conference  cabinet  during  its 
monthly  meeting  Jan.  12,  Solomon 
said  he  didn’t  see  this  as  “early  retire¬ 
ment.”  He  has  many  cherished  mem¬ 
ories  of  his  41  years  in  active  min¬ 
istry  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  he  said.  He  is,  however,  tak¬ 
ing  a  “pre-mandatory”  retirement 
status  that  will  enable  him  to  “re¬ 
direct”  his  ministry  to  lead  the 
church  in  new  arenas. 

Dr.  Larry  Maddin,  dean  of  the 
cabinet,  acknowledged  how  much 
the  Louisiana  Conference  has  bene¬ 
fited  from  Bishop  Solomon’s  leader¬ 
ship.  The  conference  has  moved  into 
new  areas  of  mission,  has  gained  in 
membership  in  each  of  the  last  three 
years,  and  for  1999,  the  conference  is 
recording  its  highest  record  of  giving, 
he  said. 

“We  send  our  love  and  blessings 
with  Dan  and  Joy  Solomon,”  Maddin 
said.  “We  will  miss  them  greatly.” 


Bishop  Dan 
E.  Solomon 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


Connected 
through 
'a  portion 
ment'for 
others 


Rev.  Carl  Rhoads 


Give  us  our 
daily  victory 

Energized  by  the  new!  “The  New”  is 
certainly  with  us  at  every  turn — a 
new  millennium,  a  new  year,  new 
resolutions,  and  a  new  conference 
communications  initiative. 

LOUISIANA  /VOW?  will  strengthen 
our  capacity  to  stay  in  touch,  keep 
before  us  conference  and  general 
church  news  that  informs,  inspires  and 
speaks  to  us  of  God’s  mission  in  and 
through  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 
Here  is  a  new  conference  paper  for  the 
new  millennium! 

LOUISIANA  NOW!  represents  a 
movement  from  “resolution”  to 
“results.”  Having  determined  the  need 
to  move  in  some  new  and  positive 
steps,  appropriate  “resolu¬ 
tions”  were  adopted.  The 
“results”  are  now  clearly 
before  us. 

The  movement  from  reso¬ 
lutions  to  results  is  an  urgent 
and  timely  one  for  people  of 
faith.  Already  we  have  strug¬ 
gled  with  keeping  “resolu¬ 
tions”  that  we  made  at  the 
first  of  the  year.  It  is  so  easy  to 
fall  back  into  old  patterns. 

Sometimes  the  ruts  are  deep¬ 
er  than  we  thought,  and 
climbing  out  of  them  takes 
more  than  we  had  imagined. 

Isn’t  it  time  to  move  from  “resolu¬ 
tions”  to  “results?”  When  we  focus  on 
resolutions  we  are  dominated  by 
“task.”  When  we  focus  on  results  we  are 
dominated  by  “victory.” 

The  Christian  faith  has  often  been 
referred  to  as  a  way  of  life  and  it  is. 
However,  the  dominant  characteristic 
of  this  way  is  that  it  is  the  way  of  victo¬ 
ry!  The  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
stamped  “victory”  on  the  Christian 
journey,  both  now  and  for  eternity.  To 
participate  in  the  ministry  of  the  living, 
Resurrected  Jesus  Christ  is  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  victory. 

The  results  of  following  Jesus,  while 
not  necessarily  without  pain, 
heartache,  and  difficulty,  are  always 
victorious  even  unto  eternity.  Love  is 


the  way  of  victory.  Forgiveness  is  the 
way  of  victory.  Care  and  concern  are 
the  ways  of  victory.  The  absence  of  any 
and  all  of  these  leads  to  defeat,  enmity 
and  failure. 

When  we  march  into  the  New  Year 
focused  on  resolutions,  we  often  expe¬ 
rience  a  sense  of  paralysis  and  being 
overwhelmed.  However,  when  we  focus 
upon  victory,  we  experience  a  new 
level  of  courage  and  confidence.  While 
the  victory  that  is  ours  through  the 
Resurrected  Christ  is  an  ultimate  and 
eternal  victory,  it  is  also  a  daily  victory. 
The  Jesus  who  asks  us  to  take  up  our 
cross  daily  and  to  pray  for  daily  bread 
is  the  Jesus  who  also  connects  us  with 
God’s  daily  victories. 

Persons  making  the  liberat¬ 
ing  journey  from  addiction  to 
freedom  know  how  crucial 
and  essential  is  the  “daily’  vic¬ 
tory.  New  “day’s”  resolutions 
are  more  important  than  new 
“year’s”  resolutions. 

Perhaps  we  have  failed  at 
some  long-range  resolutions 
because  we  have  been  more 
focused  on  the  yearlong  task 
rather  than  the  daily  victory. 
Why  not  scrap  the  New  Year’s 
resolution  tactic,  and  in  its 
place  institute  the  daily  victo¬ 
ry  strategy? 

What  victories  just  for  today  is  God- 
-through  the  Resurrected  Jesus-  going 
to  help  you  experience?  Maybe  we 
need  to  write  two  or  three  things  on  a 
note  card  entitled  “today’s  victory  list” 
and  put  the  card  in  our  pocket,  or 
some  place  where  we  have  to 
encounter  it  frequently  during  the  day, 
as  a  way  of  reassuring  us  that  little  vic¬ 
tories  are  daily  triumphs  for  God’s  will 
and  way. 

“Thanks  be  to  God  who  gives  us  the 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

I  Corinthians  15:  57. 


REV.  CARL  RHOADS 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR, 

CONFERENCE  FINANCE  AND  ADMINISTRATION 

The  parable  of  the  talents  recorded  in 
Matthew  25:14-30  calls  upon  Christians 
to  take  a  risk  with  their  lives.  The  one- 
talent  character  is  afraid  to  take  the  risk 
of  investing  his  talent.  Instead,  he  dug  a 
hole  in  the  ground  and  buried  his 
money  for  safe  keeping  until  the  master 
returned.  But,  he  is  condemned  for  not 
taking  the  risk  as  the  other  servants  did. 

Do  you,  at  least  at  times,  feel  that  you 
are  left  out  of  God’s  concern  and  pur¬ 
poses?  Do  you  pity  yourself  and  belittle 
yourself  into  thinking  that  you  are  too 
unimportant  for  God  to  give  or  do  any¬ 
thing  for  you?  You  need  to  hear  the  para¬ 
ble  of  the  talents  which  assures  you  that 
in  at  least  three  ways  no  one  is  left  out  of 
God’s  plan  and  purposes! 

First,  no  one  is  left  out  because  every¬ 
one  is  given  at  least  one  talent. 

Everyone  is  given  a  talent  as  a  gift  from 
God.  No  one  is  excluded.  Some  get 
more  than  others  according  to  their  abil¬ 
ity  to  use  the  gifts.  In  this  sense,  we  are 
not  equal.  Some  are  better  equipped 
than  others.  This  is  no  advantage  to  the 
more  blessed  because  to  whom  much  is 
given,  much  is  required. 

Commendation  or  condemnation  is  not 
based  on  the  number  of  talents  given, 


but  on  the  profitable  use  of  the  talents. 

Second,  no  one  is  left  out  because 
everyone  is  expected  to  increase  their 
gift.  Matthew  records  this  parable  in  the 
perspective  of  the  needs  and  situation  of 
the  Apostolic  Church  of  his  day.  This 
parable  says  to  the  church,  “To  everyone 
who  has,  will  more  be  given.”  The 
Church  has  been  given  the  precious 
treasure  of  the  Gospel.  The  church  is  the 
steward,  the  one  entrusted  with  God’s 
"property."  Every  person  is  given  a  share 
of  that  treasure  and  is  responsible  for 
increasing  it.  The  one  who  does  nothing 
with  it  will  have  it  taken  away  from  him 
or  her.  The  church  is  to  extend  the 
Gospel,  make  good  use  of  it,  invest  it  to 
produce  income  in  terms  of  souls  saved. 

Finally,  no  one  is  left  out  because 
everyone  is  accountable  to  God.  The 
master  entrusted  his  entire  estate  to  his 
slaves.  It  was  given  to  them  for  only  a 
time  until  he  returned.  When  he  came 
back,  he  asked  for  an  accounting. 

All  that  we  are  and  all  that  we  have 
has  been  given  to  us  as  a  trust.  We  are 
not  owners,  but  trustees,  who  hold 
God’s  property  in  trust  until  God 
returns.  We  sing  this  truth,  “We  give 
Thee  but  Thine  own. ..A  trust,  O  Lord, 
from  Thee.”  Our  lives  together  with 
our  abilities  and  possessions  belong  to 
God  who  holds  us  responsible  for  mak¬ 
ing  profitable  use  of  them. 


Dear  Reader: 

Welcome  to  the  inaugural  issue  of  Louisiana  NOW!  News,  opportunities  and 
witness  of  Louisiana  Conference  Ministries! 

In  a  letter  written  in  1773,  John  Wesley  wrote  to  a  close  friend  and  follower, 
"Publish  your  message  in  the  open  face  of  the  sun.”  As  we  begin  a  new  year,  a  new 
century  and  a  new  millennium,  we  are  excited  about  bringing  to  you  this  new 
“face  of  the  sun.”  Enjoy  the  color  photos  and  read  about  what’s  happening  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  other  conferences  and  the  world. 

This  is  your  conference  newspaper.  I  invite  you  to  make  it  a  priority  to  share 
your  church’s  news  with  us  and  if  you  have  a  personal  witness  to  offer,  send  that 
to  us  also. 

We  begin  here  with  eight  pages,  but  watch  us  grow ...  and  watch  for  your  dis¬ 
trict  pages  coming  soon. 

. ,  Editor 
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EUREKA!  finds  children  in  Algiers  neighborhood 


NEW  ORLEANS — Everyone  at  Algiers 
UMC  has  been  exclaiming  EUREKA! — 
EUREKA!  Bible  Club,  that  is — a  weekly 
Friday  afternoon  program  for  elemen¬ 
tary  school  children.  It  is  designed  to 
introduce  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
into  their  lives  and  hopefully  lead  them 
into  Christian  discipleship. 

The  church  was  concerned  that 
many  neighborhood  children  were 
coming  to  special  events  such  as  Easter 
egg  hunts,  Vacation  Bible  School,  Fall 
Festival,  and  Christmas  caroling,  but 
were  not  attending  any  regular  church 
services.  EUREKA!  was  formed  to  bridge 
this  gap.  The  Friday  afternoon  program 
includes  lively,  contemporary  songs 
(some  with  dance  steps),  a  Bible  lesson 
or  story  (each  month  has  a  theme), 
crafts  that  tie  into  the  lesson,  games 
and,  of  course,  the  all  important  snack. 

While  attending  EUREKA!,  the  kids 
wear  t-shirts  donated  by  a  local  busi¬ 
ness  to  help  bond  them  into  a  group 
and  to  protect  their  school  uniforms 
during  craft  time.  EUREKA!  also  insti¬ 
tuted  volunteer  positions  called 
“Huggers.”  Church  members  sign  up 
each  month  to  wear  a  special  “Hugger” 
vest  that  reads,  “I  Give  Hugs.”  They  also 
dispense  hugs,  which  always  are  in  high 
demand. 

Since  September,  EUREKA!  has  aver¬ 
aged  20  kids  each  week,  with  several 
families  attending  as  well.  The  weeks 
before  Thanksgiving,  the  focus  for  the 
programs  was  thankfulness  which 
sometimes  seems  challenging  since 
many  of  the  children  have  little  for 


Above  and  below,  children  from  an  Algiers  neighborhood  express  their  creativity 


during  a  EUREKA  session. 

which  to  be  thankful.  They  were  taught, 
however,  that  even  though  we  might 
not  have  much  in  the  way  of  material 
possessions,  God  has  given  each  of  us 
many  gifts. 

The  Friday  before  Thanksgiving, 
Family  Ministry  Coordinator  Ralene 
Jennings  explained  to  them  that  the 
best  way  to  thank  God  for  what  has 
been  given  them  was  to  invite  Jesus  into 
their  hearts.  Ten  of  the  children  made 
professions  of  faith  that  day! 

The  children  are  also  taught  to  have 
a  servant’s  heart.  They  made  table  run¬ 
ners  for  the  church’s  Thanksgiving  cov¬ 
ered  dish  dinner  and  also  made  “tray 
greeters”  to  be  placed  on  meal  trays  at 


Children’s  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

EUREKA!  is  on-going  and  continues 
to  grow  each  week.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  please  call  Ralene  Jennings  at 
(504) 361-1334. 


First  UMC,  Denham  Springs  celebrates  century 


Lillian  Stout,  Mattie  Harding  &  Linda  Stout  look  over  photos 
and  news  articles  from  years  past  in  the  Family  Life  Center. 
Lillian's  husband,  Ned,  was  a  pastor  at  the  church  in  the 
1 960's.  Linda  is  her  daughter  and  Mattie  is  her  granddaughter 
and  Linda's  niece.  (Photo  by  Kela  Chaisson) 


BY  KELA  CHAISS0N 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

While  most  of  the  world  had  to  wait 
until  Dec.  31  to  ring  in  a  new  century, 
First  UMC  of  Denham  Springs  celebrat¬ 
ed  its  centennial  nearly  a  month  earli¬ 
er.  In  the  past  100  years,  the  church  has 
grown  from  19  charter  members  who 
set  about  organizing  a  Methodist 
church  in  Denham  Springs  in  1899,  to 
close  to  1,000  members. 

Past  and  present  members  and  former 
pastors  gathered  at  the  319  Mattie  St. 
sanctuary  located  near  the  Amite  River 
on  the  weekend  of  Dec.  4  to  recall  the 
early  days  of  the  church  and  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place  over  the  years.  The 
open-sided  tin-roof  tabernacle  that 
served  as  the  original  place  of  worship 
was  replaced  in  1902  by  the  church’s  first 
actual  building.  The  church  was  relocat¬ 
ed  several  times  thereafter  in  search  of 
higher  ground  and  a  larger  facility  to 
house  the  growing  congregation.  The 
present  sanctuary  was  built  in  1974,  a 
year  and  a  half  after  fire  tore  through  the 
existing  sanctuary  at  the  same  location. 

The  Centennial  Celebration  included 
a  walk  from  Mattie  Street  to  Tabernacle 
Park,  site  of  the  original  place  of  wor¬ 
ship,  where  former  pastors,  Revs.  Larry 
Miller,  Ed  Thomas  and  George 
Duerson,  along  with  Rev.  Leslie  Akin, 
current  pastor,  conducted  a  prayer  serv¬ 
ice.  Miller  served  at  the  church  from 
1992  to  1998,  Duerson  from  1976  to 
1982  and  Thomas  from  1950  to  1955. 

“One  of  my  most  lasting  memories  of 


this  church  is  the 
courage  of  its  con¬ 
gregation  to  go  in  a 
new  direction,  to  go 
where  God  leads  it, 
no  matter  how 
challenging,”  Miller 
said  during  the 
service. 

He  cited  as  an 
example  the  will¬ 
ingness  of  church 
members  to  break 
down  racial  barriers 
by  joining  with 
nearby  Roberts 
UMC  to  conduct 
worship  services 
and  Bible  studies . 

Prior  to  the 
prayer  service, 
three  long-time 
church  members, 

Mattie  Millet,  Joyce 
Annison  and  Twitter  Byars,  shared  their 
earliest  memories  in  an  “I  remember 
when ...”  storytelling  session. 

“After  we  had  joined  the  church, 
Mattie  Millet  asked  me  to  teach  her 
Sunday  school  class  for  one  day.  I  agreed 
and  that  was  the  last  time  I  ever  saw 
Mattie  Millet,”  Byars  recalled.  "I  figured 
they  must  have  really  needed  Mattie  to 
help  get  Sunday  school  teachers.” 

In  between  storytelling  sessions, 
tables  filled  with  photographs  and  news 
articles  from  years  past  proved  to  be  a  hit 


with  former  and  present  members, 
including  Lillian  Stout  and  her  daughter, 
Linda.  Stout’s  husband,  Ned,  served  as 
pastor  of  the  church  in  the  1960s.  Like 
many  long-time  members,  Stout  poured 
over  the  pictures,  pointing  out  familiar 
faces  and  remembering  long-ago  events 
as  her  granddaughter,  Mattie  Harding, 
looked  on. 

The  anniversary  celebration  culmi¬ 
nated  Sunday,  Dec.  4,  with  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  leading  all  three  worship  serv¬ 
ices,  followed  by  a  dinner  on  the 
grounds. 


KIDS  HOPE  USA 
brings  Nolley  mentors 
to  Jena  students 

BY  EL0ISE  COX 

COMMUNICATIONS  DIRECTOR,  NOLLEY  MEMORIAL  UMC 

Nolley  Memorial  UMC  ,  Jena,  has 
entered  into  a  partnership  with  Jena 
Elementary  School  to  bring  the  KIDS 
HOPE  USA  mentoring  program  to 
first  graders  at  the  school. 

KIDS  HOPE  USA,  a  successful 
program  of  International  Aid,  Inc., 
links  one  caring  adult  with  one  at- 
risk  child  for  a  period  of  at  least  one 
year.  The  partnerships  provide 
trained  volunteers  to  work  one-on- 
one,  one  hour  a  week,  with  students 
whom  teachers  feel  would  benefit 
from  this  type  of  tutoring  program. 

KIDS  HOPE  USA  focuses  on  chil¬ 
dren  (grades  K-5)  and  gives  one 
church  the  vehicle  to  engage  a  one- 
to-one  volunteer  and  a  prayer  part¬ 
ner  in  the  life  of  a  child.  The  weekly 
one  hour  meetings  build  a  life¬ 
changing  relationship  which  affirms 
a  child  while  helping  that  child  build 
his/her  academic  skills. 


KIDS 

HOPE 

USA 


Funding  for  the  program  at  Nolley 
Memorial  has  come,  in  part,  from  a 
grant  from  the  Rapides  Foundation. 
Peggy  Johns  has  been  hired  as  director. 

“Everyone  at  Jena  Elementary  is 
excited  about  KIDS  HOPE  USA,”  said 
Joy  Bradford,  school  principal. 
“Personally,  I  feel  like  this  is  one  of 
the  best  programs  to  come  along  in  a 
very  long  time.  So  many  children 
today  desperately  need  a  stable  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  loving,  caring  adult.” 

So  far,  monitoring  of  the  program 
shows  that  detentions  have  declined 
and  reading  comprehension,  math 
skills  and  confidence  during  testing 
have  improved. 

"When  I  grow  up,  I  want  to  be  a 
KIDS  HOPE  USA  tutor,”  said  one  stu¬ 
dent,  age  8,  participating  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  at  Jena  Elementary.  “Then  I  can 
help  other  kids  and  check  to  see  if 
they  are  happy.” 

For  information  about  KIDS  HOPE 
USA,  call  Carol  Siekkinen  at  (504) 
370-0200. 
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WORLD  WATCH 


A  MILLENNIUM  MOMENT  --  The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  director  of  World  Evangelism  for 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  is  greeted  by  the  Rev.  Manase  Tafea,  a  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  on  the  island  of  Niuatoputapu,  during  the  dedication  ceremony  for  the 
Millennium  Hall  on  Dec.  30.  Niuatoputapu,  the  outermost  island  of  Tonga,  is  close 
to  the  international  dateline  and  saw  the  first  rays  of  the  new  millennium.  As  Fox 
and  his  wife,  Mary  Nell,  arrived  on  the  island,  they  were  welcomed  by  hundreds  of 
people  dressed  in  white  and  wearing  red  scarves  -  the  sign  of  prayer  angels.  A  spe¬ 
cial  worship  service  was  held  on  New  Year's  Eve,  in  which  Fox  preached  and  the 
congregation  sang  "O  For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing."  Just  before  dawn,  a 
Millennium  Stone  was  unveiled  on  a  nearby  beach  to  mark  the  occasion. 

FIRST  MISSION  AGENCY  DELEGATION  VISITS  VIEQUES 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  first  of  a  series  of  delegations  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  visited  the  Puerto  Rican  island  ofVieques  Dec. 
17-20  to  express  support  for  the  people  there.  Puerto  Ricans  are  protesting  the  U.S. 
Navy’s  use  of  the  island  for  training  with  live  ammunition.  Last  April,  an  island  resi¬ 
dent  was  accidentally  killed  during  an  exercise.  Bishop  Juan  Vera  Mendez,  leader  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico,  told  United  Methodist  News  Service  that  the 
protest  has  intensified  in  recent  weeks.  Although  President  Clinton  has  proposed 
closing  the  Navy  base  within  five  years  and  giving  residents  a  $40  million  aid  pack¬ 
age,  the  bishop  and  others  consider  the  proposal  unacceptable  and  demand  imme¬ 
diate  closure. 

STOP  HUNGER  NOW  TO  REACH  CHILDREN  IN  SIERRA  LEONE 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  (UMNS)  —  Stop  Hunger  Now  is  developing  a  $250,000  relief 
project  for  Sierra  Leone  that  will  focus  on  holistic  care  for  children  affected  by 
poverty  and  war.  The  new  children’s  center  would  represent  “the  largest  single 
project  that  we’ve  ever  undertaken,”  said  the  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan,  the  United 
Methodist  pastor  who  officially  launched  the  agency  two  years  ago.  Stop 
Hunger  Now  provides  emergency  food  and  medical  supplies  to  relief  organiza¬ 
tions. 

The  Sierra  Leone  project  offers  an  opportunity  to  create  a  model  program 
that  can  be  duplicated  in  other  parts  of  Africa  “where  the  need  is  just  as  great,” 
Buchanan  said.  Several  local  churches  and  two  United  Methodist  annual 
(regional)  conferences  already  are  involved  in  the  Sierra  Leone  project,  and 
Buchanan  plans  to  seek  support  from  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  and  the  denomination’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  well.  More  informa¬ 
tion  about  Stop  Hunger  Now  or  about  making  donations  is  available  toll  free  by 
calling  (888)  501-8440. 


WORLD  PEACE  GLOBE  -  Artist  Rebecca 
Nova  (left)  displays  a  small  version  of  a 
World  Peace  Globe  to  the  Rev. Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  chief  staff  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  during  a  ceremony 
at  the  Church  Center  for  the  United 
Nations  in  New  York.  A  larger  globe  will 
be  installed  at  Manger  Square  in 
Bethlehem.  A  UMNS  photo  by  John  C. 
Goodwin. 


OPPORTUNITIES 


GLOBAL  JUSTICE  VOLUNTEERS  ACCEPT¬ 
ING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  2000 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
dispatch  three  teams  of  Global  Justice 
Volunteers  this  year.  The  program,  now 
moving  out  of  its  pilot  phase,  offers 
young  adults  ages  18  to  25  opportunities 
in  social  justice  work  around  the  world. 
U.S.  volunteers  must  be  high  school 
graduates  with  at  least  one  year  of  work 
or  college.  International  applicants  also 
are  welcome.  Participants  must  make  a 
commitment  to  live  and  work  in  grass¬ 
roots  communities  for  a  period  of  two  to 
six  months;  show  respect  for  and  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  live  among  people  of  different 
faiths,  cultures  and  traditions;  and  be 
fully  involved  in  the  experience  of  linking 
faith  and  justice. 

Applications  are  accepted  at  any  time. 
Deadlines  for  specific  terms  in  2000  are 
Feb.  15  for  the  May  14-Aug.  1  term; 

March  15  for  the  June  1 1-Aug.  29  term; 
and  June  30  for  the  Sept.  1 1-Dec.  14 
term.  For  details,  call  the  Rev.  Bud 
Heckman  at  (212)  870-3825  or  send  an  e- 
mail  to  bheckman@gbgm-umc.org. 

CONNECTIONS  OF  THE  HEART:  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  FOR  WORKERS  WITH  YOUTH 

Forum  2000,  a  conference  for  people 
who  work  with  youth,  is  scheduled  Feb. 
2-5  at  tire  Town  and  Country  Hotel  and 
Convention  Center  in  San  Diego,  Calif. 

The  purpose  of  Forum  2000,  which 
has  as  its  theme  “Connections  of  the 
Heart,”  is  to  energize  ministry  trough 
spiritual  renewal  and  learning.  Those 
invited  to  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  sponsored  event  include 
volunteer  or  paid  youth  workers, 


ordained  deacons  and  elders,  diaconal 
ministers,  certified  youth  ministers, 
Sunday  school  teachers,  youth  group 
counselors,  youth  Bible  study  leaders, 
scout  leaders,  parents,  and  others.  Over 
50  workshops  will  be  offered. 


Registration  for  Forum  2000  is  $331. 
Meals  and  lodging  are  extra.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  the  Forum  2000  Office  at 
(615  )340-7134  or  toll  free,  (877)899-2781, 
ext.  7134;  e-mail:  fomm2000@gbod.org. 
See  the  Forum  2000  brochure  online  at 
http:/ /www.gbod.org/youth/events/ 
forum2000.html. 

ATLANTA  IS  THE  PLACE  TO  BE  FEB.  17-19 

It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  making 
plans  to  be  in  Atlanta,  Feb.  17-19  for 
the  Russia  Initiative  Consultation  Vlll. 

All  who  are  involved  in  the  Russia 
Initiative,  whether  as  a  Supportive 
Congregation,  a  Partner  Church,  an 
UMVIM  team  member,  or  a  support¬ 
er,  should  strive  to  attend — especially 
if  you  have  not  attended  before! 

There  is  no  better  place  to  see  and 
hear  what  is  happening  in  the  Russia 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Representatives  from  the  Russia 
UMC  will  be  present  to  relate  their 
stories  and  interact  with  attendees. 
Pre-registration  cost  is  $116.  Deadline 
to  register  is  Jan.  24. 

For  information,  contact  the 
Russia  Initiative  office  in  Dallas  at 
(214)  273-0330. 


Communications  Fellowship 

Jf  you  are  a  graduating  United  Methodist  of  ethnic 
minority  heritage  who  is  interested  in 
communications  career,  consider  this 
opportunity. 


Racial  Ethnic 
Minority  Fellowship 


Application  Deadline: 
March  13,2000 

http://crt.umc.org/rem 
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The  Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
(REM)  Fellowship  is  a  one-year 
program  of  being  mentored  and 
gaining  experience  in  religion 
communications. 

Communications  in  a  fellowship  setting  involves  a  variety  of 
experiences,  and  could  include  newspaper  writing  and  editing, 
public  relations,  video  production,  TV/radio  spot  placement, 
electronic  publishing,  and  program  development 
United  Methodist  Communications,  an  agency  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  offers  the  REM 
Fellowship  to  one  recent  or  spring  college  grad¬ 
uate  each  year.  The  selected  individual  will 
work,  with  an  experienced  United  Methodist 
communicator,  August  1,  2000-)uly  31,  2001. 

The  exact  location  of  the  2000-2001  fel¬ 
lowship  experience  is  yet  to  be  determined. 

Salary  for  the  one-year  term  is  $30,000  plus 
benefits,  moving  expenses,  and  travel. 

The  Fellowship  is  ideal  for  a  United 
Methodist  of  racial  ethnic  background  who  is 
interested  in  considering  religion  communi¬ 
cations  as  a  career.  The  fellowship  will  require 
the  recipient  to  relocate  to  the  selected  area 
within  the  United  States. 


For  more  information 
Application  forms  are 
available  from 


REM  Fellowship  Committee 

Conference  Resourcing  Team 
RO.  Box  320 
Nashville, TN  37202 

1-888-278-4862 

e-mail  REM@umcom.umc.org 
or  online  at  http://crt.umc.org/rem 


Jan.  13,2000 
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Double  Your  Dollars  scholarship  program  expanded 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Double  Your  Dollars  for  Scholars  program 
is  increasing  the  number  of  scholarships  it  offers  to 
325,  with  most  of  the  new  awards  going  specifically 
to  racial  minorities. 

The  Nashville-based  United  Methodist  Foundation 
matches  $1,000  for  local  churches  raising  that 
amount  for  a  member  of  their  congregation  who 
plans  to  attend  a  United  Methodist-related  college 
or  seminary.  The  matching  scholarship  program, 
now  in  its  fourth  year,  provided  220  scholarships  in 
1998  and  1999. 

In  2000,  the  program  will  provide  $1,000  matching 
scholarships  to  the  first  325  eligible  applicants.  The 
increased  number  includes  75  scholarships  specifi¬ 
cally  designated  for  Hispanic,  Asian  and  Native 
American  students. 

These  scholarships  will  be  divided  equally  among 
the  three  groups  from  a  grant  provided  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  For  more  information,  call  (800)  811-8110 
or  visit  www.umfche.org  online. 

Washington  Area  pastor,  congregation  leave 
denomination 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -A  Maryland  pastor  has 
left  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  taken  most 
of  his  3,400-member  congregation  with  him.  The 
Rev.  C.  Anthony  Muse  resigned  as  pastor  of 
Resurrection  Prayer  Worship  Center  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brandywine,  Md.,  and  as  a 
clergy  man  of  the  denomination,  effective  Nov.  22, 
according  to  the  office  of  Washington  Area  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May.  He  leaves  behind  an  unfinished 
building  with  an  indebtedness  of  $6  million. 

At  the  time  of  Muse’s  resignation,  the  church  was 
“seriously  in  arrears"  on  its  bond  payments, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Jim  Knowles-Tuell,  treasurer 
of  the  Baltimore-Washington  Annual  Conference. 
Muse  reported  in  October  that  the  church’s  debt 
service  was  $55,000  a  month. 

Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith,  retired,  has  been  named 
interim  pastor  of  the  congregation. 


Where  in  the 
world  is  a  United 
Methodist  Church? 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  Few  counties  in  the 
United  States  are  without  a  United  Methodist  Church 
and  yet  the  denomination  doesn’t  know  where  they 
are  located!  The  denomination  has  mailing  addresses 
for  all  of  its  36,000-plus  congregations  but  no  way  of 
locating  a  large  percentage  of  them.  United 
Methodist  Communications  staff  members,  cooper¬ 
ating  with  their  colleagues  at  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  hope  to  have  all  the 
churches  identified  by  name,  street  address  and  tele¬ 
phone  number  by  July. 

Once  in  place,  the  Find-A-Church  Project  will 
allow  anyone  to  go  to  the  official  Internet  Web  site  at 
www.umc.org  and  enter  a  postal  zip  code  or  city.  The 
names,  addresses,  pastors,  and  phone  numbers  of  all 
United  Methodist  churches  will  appear  on  the  screen, 
and  an  easy-to-read  map  will  show  each  church’s 
exact  location.  People  without  access  to  the  Internet 
can  call  Infoserv  at  800-251-8140  and  get  the  infor¬ 
mation  by  phone. 
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Find-A-Church  Project 


'FIND-A-CHURCH'  PROJECT  -  In  an  effort  to  help 
make  its  36,000-plus  congregations  more  accessible, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  embarking  on  a  proj¬ 
ect  to  have  all  its  churches  identified  by  name,  street 
address  and  telephone  number  by  July  2000.  Once  in 
place,  the  Find-A-Church  Project  would  allow  anyone 
to  find  the  church's  official  Internet  Web  site  at 
www.umc.org  and  enter  a  postal  zip  code  or  city. 


Tornado  tears  through  Kentucky  Wesleyan  campus 

OWENSBORO,  Ky.  (UMNS)  -  A  Jan.  3  tornado  that 
struck  Owensboro  also  tore  a  path  of  destruction 
across  the  campus  of  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College. 
Almost  every  building  at  the  United  Methodist- 
related  school  was  affected,  said  Kathryn  Farmer, 
public  relations  director  for  Kentucky  Wesleyan. 
Preliminary  estimates  by  insurance  adjusters  put 
damage  to  the  campus  at  $4.5  million  to  $5  mil¬ 
lion.  A  complete  assessment  of  damage  was  not 
possible  until  utilities  could  be  restored  to  the 
campus,  said  President  Wesley  Poling. 

Classes,  scheduled  to  begin  Jan.  10,  were  post¬ 
poned.  Despite  destruction  in  the  community,  no 
one  was  killed. 


Florida  UMs  dedicate  labyrinth 


PRAYER  LABYRINTH  --  Children  at  Manhattan  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tampa,  Fla.,  explore  a  canvas  prayer  labyrinth  used  by  the  Florida  Annual 
(regional)  Conference's  office  of  spiritual  formation  to  help  people  pray. 
The  conference  plans  to  dedicate  a  permanent  1 1  -circuit  labyrinth,  one  of 
the  world's  largest,  on  New  Year's  Eve.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Lucy  Wray. 


BY  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

On  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  Florida’s 
United  Methodists  dedicated  one  of 
the  largest  prayer  labyrinths  in  the 
world.  The  1 1 -circuit  labyrinth-  con¬ 
stituting  a  walk  of  more  than  two 
miles  —  can  be  found  at  the  Life 
Enrichment  Center  in  Leesburg, 

Fla.,  which  serves  as  a  retreat  center 
for  the  United  Methodist  Florida 
Annual  (regional)  Conference. 

This  permanent  installation,  as 
well  as  a  traveling  canvas  labyrinth, 
is  one  of  the  methods  being  used  by 
the  conference’s  office  of  spiritual 
formation  to  help  people  pray. 

“The  journey  (on  the  labyrinth 
path)  is  the  event,”  said  the  Rev. 
Patricia  Brown,  director  of  spiritual 
formation.  “For  me,  it’s  just  a  time  to 
clear  my  mind  and  let  the  spirit 
work.” 

Labyrinths,  or  structures  of  inter¬ 
connecting  passages,  date  back  to 
ancient  cultures  and  were  first  used 
by  Christian  churches  for  prayer  and 
meditation  as  early  as  350.  The 
design  being  used  in  Florida  first 
appeared  in  the  Middle  Ages  and 
can  be  found  in  the  inlaid  floor  of 
Chartres  Cathedral  in  France. 

A  single  path  lies  in  1 1  concentric 
circles  with  34  turns,  leading  into 


the  12th  circle  or  the  center.  But  the 
labyrinth  is  not  a  maze.  “A  maze  you 
get  lost  in,  there  are  tricks  and 
turns,”  Brown  explained.  With  the 
labyrinth,  “you  can  see  the  entire 
design  before  you  begin.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  stay  on  the  path  in 
order  to  walk  it.” 

The  Florida  Conference  has 
designed  its  labyrinth  to  be  Christ- 
centered.  Before  walking  the  path, 
participants  hear  a  talk  about  the 


Christian  meaning  of  the  labyrinth 
as  a  prayer  tool.  A  basin  of  water  sits 
at  the  path’s  entrance,  symbolizing 
baptism,  and  a  cross  is  found  in  the 
center. 

The  dedication  of  the  labyrinth 
was  part  of  a  New  Year’s  Eve  gather¬ 
ing  at  labyrinths  around  the  world. 

Editor’s  Note:  Watch  for  informa¬ 
tion  about  a  Louisiana  Conference 
labyrinth  coming  soon. 


Church  members 'flock' to  flamingo  fun 


Benefactor  challenges  alumni  to  match  gift 
United  Methodist-related  Philander  Smith  College 
in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  has  received  a  $500,000  gift 
from  a  1938  graduate,  making  the  amount  the 
largest  gift  ever  made  by  an  individual  to  the  his¬ 
torically  black  college.  Esther  Birch  Wiley  of  Los 
Angeles  presented  the  money  as  a  way  of  thanking 
the  college  for  an  educational  experience  that  she 
described  as  life  changing. 

She  designated  the  gift  for  a  new  facility  that  will 
enhance  technology  and  educational  resources, 
and  she  has  challenged  alumni  and  friends  of 
Philander  Smith  College  to  match  her  gift  in  2000. 


STUART,  Fla.  (UMNS)  -  When  Kathy  Garlington, 
lay  leader  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  woke 
up  one  morning  last  August,  she  had  50  pink 
flamingoes  standing  in  her  front  yard.  She  had  been 
“flocked.”  A  note  on  one  of  the  plastic  birds  said  her 
daughter  and  son-in-law  had  sent  them  to  her. 

The  flamingoes  are  part  of  a  mission  fund-rais¬ 
ing  project  of  the  Christians  Under  Construction 
Sunday  school  class  at  the  Stuart  church,  said  Carey 
Jackson,  a  class  member  and  Garlington’s  son-in- 
law.  The  idea  came  from  a  similar  project  at  an 
Illinois  church. 


If  someone  wants  the  flock  delivered  to 
yard  of  a  friend,  relative  or  neighbor,  all  she  or  he 
has  to  do  is  call  the  church  with  details  and  give 
a  $25  donation.  One  of  the  flamingoes  carries 
a  note  identifying  the  sender  and  giving  the 
recipient  three  options.  “The  first  (option)  is 
you  can  do  unto  others  as  they  have  done  unto 
you,”  Jackson  said.  “For  $25,  you  can  send  them 
on.  You  can  wait  a  couple  of  days,  and  we’ll  come 
pick  them  up  for  you,  or  you  can  donate  $25  and 
not  send  the  flock  to  anyone.”  The  class  has  raised 
more  than  $2,000  through  the  project. 
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CALENDAR 

JANUARY 

17-20 

The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

La.  Conference  Center, 

17-27 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Woodworth 

Ghana,  Africa 

19+ 

Disaster  Response  Task  Force  Meeting 

Conference  Headquarters  Bldg. 

20-23 

Cursillo  #76 

Baton  Rouge 

La.  Conference  Center, 

21-22 

Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

Woodworth 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 

22 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 

Denham  Springs 

La.  Conference  Center, 

22 

Stephen  Ministries  Informal  Workshop 

Woodworth 

La.  Conference  Center, 

23 

United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday 

Woodworth 

28-30 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership-Track  1 

La.  Conference  Center, 

31 -Feb.  3 

South  Central  Jurisdictional  Camp  Leaders 

Woodworth 

Camp  Comeca,  Cozad,  Nebraska 

FEBRUARY 

1-2 

Prayer  Retreat  for  the  Order  of  Deacons 

La.  Conference  Center, 

1-2 

The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

Woodworth 

La.  Conference  Center, 

2-5 

Forum  2000 

Woodworth 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

The  Center  sets  April  4- 

6  for  retreat 

It  is  not  too  early  to  get  your  regis¬ 
tration  in  for  the  Lenten  Retreat  at  St. 
Joseph  Abbey,  April  4-6.  There  are  only 
twenty  places  available.  For  the  past 
ten  years,  this  has  been  an  annual 
event  of  The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness. 

While  “alumni”  of  the  various  tracks 
often  attend,  the  event  is  still  open  to 
any  other  clergy  in  the  conference. 
Those  who  attend  will  receive  three 
continuing  education  units. 

Primarily  a  time  apart  for  contempla¬ 
tion  and  self-reflection,  there  is  also  the 
opportunity  to  worship  with  the  monks, 
worship  and  dialogue  with  colleagues  in 
the  evenings,  relaxation,  reading,  walk¬ 
ing  the  beautiful  grounds,  and  some 
people  even  use  the  time  for  final  prepa¬ 
rations  for  Holy  Week  and  Easter.  If  you 
play  a  musical  instrument,  you  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  bring  it  along.  And,  remember,  the 
food  is  always  good. 

Suggested  background  reading  is 


Parker  Palmer’s  wonderful  new  little 
book,  LET  YOUR  LIFE  SPEAK.  For  those 
who  want  it,  there  will  be  an  afternoon 
session  on  the  book,  which  has  a  lot  to 
say  and  will  help  you  in  deciding  what 
you  want  to  do  with  the  rest  of  your  life. 
It  is  available  at  Cokesbury,  most  book 
stores,  and  Amazon.com.  The  cost  of  the 
retreat  is  $135,  which  covers  three  days 
and  two  nights  room  and  board.  The 
retreat  will  begin  at  1 1  a.m.  on  Tuesday, 
April  4  and  will  end  at  noon  April  6. 

Make  your  checks  payable  to  the 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  and  mail 
them  with  your  registration  to:  Director 
of  the  Center,  John  Winn,  199  Trenton 
Dr.,  Slidell,  LA  70461.  Directions  to  the 
Abbey  will  be  sent  upon  receipt  of  your 
registration.  For  further  information  call 
John  at  504-781-5543  or  e-mail  him  at 
jmwinn@ix.netcom.com.  By  the  way, 
have  you  seen  The  Center’s  new  webpage 
at  http://home.att.net/~jmwinn?  Try  it! 


From  the  Resource  Center 


NOW  IS  THE  TIME  -  Ministry  with 
the  Millennial  Generation  Born  from 
1982  to  1999  (Video) 

Join  four  members  of  the  millennial 
generation  in  this  fast-paced  music 
video  as  they  share  with  you  key  char¬ 
acteristics  of  their  generation.  Some  of 
the  information  may  surprise  you: 

•Today  there  are  more  children 
and  youth  in  school  than  at  any  time 
in  history. 

•Millennials  are  America's  most 
diverse  generation. 

•By  2008  we  will  experience  a  youth 
boom  larger  than  the  youth  boom  of 
the  1960’s  and  1970’s. 

But  facts  are  not  all  you  need  to 
know.  What  this  generation  needs  are 
adults  who  will  work  with  them  and  for 


them  as  they  choose  the  values  and 
beliefs  that  will  last  a  lifetime.  As  the 
song  says: 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  teach  the 
children. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  reach  out. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  look  and  lis¬ 
ten. 

The  Millennial  Generation  Project  at 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
been  engaged  in  ongoing  research 
about  the  millennial  generation. 
Members  of  the  team  include  staff  in 
all  areas  of  ministry  with  children  and 
youth.  NOW  IS  THE  TIME  is  one  of  the 
first  resources  developed  that  speaks 
about  today’s  children  and  youth  as  a 
new  generation. 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 
Rev.  Don  R.  Morgan,  pastor,  First 
UMC,  Plaquemine,  on  the  death  of  his 
parents,  Ruth  and  Stanley  Morgan. 

Mrs.  Morgan  died  Nov.  27  and  Mr. 
Morgan  followed  Dec.  2.  Their  funeral 
was  held  Dec.  4  in  Greensburg. 

Mrs.  Josetta  Nedd,  wife  of  Rev. 
Donny  Nedd,  pastor,  McDonald  UMC 
(Shreveport),  on  the  death  of  her 
mother,  Mrs.  Bernice  Smith,  Dec.  10. 
Her  funeral  was  held  Dec.  17  in 
Shreveport. 

Rev.  Albert  Holland,  pastor, 
Napoleonville,  Wesley- Woodlawn 
UMCs,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr. 
Alfred  Holland,  Dec.  10.  His  funeral  was 
held  Dec.  13  in  St.  Gabriel. 

Rev.  Joe  McClain,  pastor,  First  UMC, 


Slidell,  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Sally  Tyron,  Dec.  14.  Her  funeral  was 
held  Dec.  16  in  Selmer,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Becky  Wimberly,  wife  of  Rev. 
Lorris  Wimberly,  on  sabbatical  leave 
(Baton  Rouge  District),  on  the  death  of 
her  mother,  Mrs  Betty  Esneault,  Dec. 
20.  Her  funeral  was  held  Dec.  22  in 
New  Orleans. 

Mrs.  Bobbie  Reed,  wife  of  Dr.  Ken 
Reed,  senior  advisor,  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana, 
on  the  death  of  her  father,  Mr.  Robert 
Kautz,  Dec.  26.  His  funeral  was  held 
Dec.  30  in  Taylor,  Tex. 

Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel,  retired 
(Alexandria  District),  on  the  death  of 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Ester  Marcel,  Dec.  24. 
Her  funeral  was  held  Dec.  27. 


Important  clergy  announcement 

As  of  Jan.  1,  2000,  clergy  who  have  opted  out  of  social  security  will  be  given  a  two- 
year  window  to  opt  back  into  the  Social  Security  system.  The  Social  Security 
Administration  has  not  yet  developed  instructions  for  this  process.  Detailed  infor¬ 
mation  will  be  given  as  soon  as  it  becomes  available. 


Pre-retirement  Seminar 

Conference  Center  •  2350  Coulee  Crossing  Road 
Woodworth,  Louisiana  71485  •  (318)  449  -  4500 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  is  presenting  a  Pre-retire¬ 
ment  Seminar  for  clergy,  aged  50  and  older,  and  their  spouses  Feb.  3  -  4  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Presentations  will  be  made  on  the  follow¬ 
ing:  United  Methodist  Pension  Program,  tax  issues,  investments,  social  secu¬ 
rity,  wills  and  legacies,  health  insurance,  housing  options,  retirement  proce¬ 
dures  and  other  concerns. 

The  cost  (room  and  3  meals)  is  $66/  single  or  $78/double.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions  will  pay  $33  toward  this  fee  for  any  clergy  who 
has  not  attended  a  previous  Pre-retirement  Seminar.  Please  complete  the 
registration  form  below  to  register. 

NAME: _ _ 

A! )  F  MUSS: _ _ 

CITY: _ _ _ STATE: _ 

ZIP: _ 

REGISTRATION  FEE:  (Includes  room  and  3  meals)  $66/SINGLE  $78/DOUBLE 

For  United  Methodist  clergy  50  and  over  who  have  not  attended  a  previous 
Pre-Retirement  Seminar,  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  will  pay  $33 
toward  the  registration  fee  for  clergy.  Clergy  meeting  this  qualification  will  need 
to  remit  $33 /single  or  $45 /double.  A  room  will  be  reserved  for  you  (and  your 
spouse,  if  attending)  at  the  Conference  Center  unless  you  indicate  otherwise. 

If  you  desire  the  Social  Security  Administration  to  provide  your  retirement 
projections,  please  provide  the  following  information: 

Social  Security  #: _ 

Date  of  Birth  (Mo /Day /Year): _ 

Projected  Age  of  Retirement: _ 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE:  Jan.  24, 2000 

Send  form  and  payment  to: 

Louisiana  Conference  Office  •  Attn:  Carl  E.  Rhoads 
527  North  Boulevard*  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 


Jan.  13, 2000 
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Louisiana  Conference  1000  Club  amends  by-laws  to  keep 
pace  with  changing  church  needs 


BY  PAUL  WHITE 

DIRECTOR,  CONFERENCE  1000  CLUB 

Forty-seven  successful  years  helping  build  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  is 
an  enviable  record.  Initiated  and  implemented  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Laity,  the  Bob  Lay  Memorial 
1000  Club  is  a  unique  effort  among  all  United 
Methodist  conferences.  One  hundred  five  congrega¬ 
tions  have  begun  their  churches  with  funds  pledged 
yearly  by  members  of  the  1000  Club. 

In  1952,  with  Bob  Lay  as  conference  lay  leader  and 
Herbert  Moffett  as  the  first  conference  1000  Club 
director,  the  1000  Club  began  with  1000  laity  giving 
$10  each  three  times  annually  so  that  three  new 
churches  could  receive  $10,000  each.  Each  district 
superintendent  was  asked  to  nominate  churches  as 
recipients  of  these  funds.  With  the  conference  direc¬ 
tor  as  chair,  district  1000  Club  directors  and  district 
superintendents  met  annually  with  representatives  of 
the  applicant  churches.  The  directors  selected  recipi¬ 
ent  churches  by  majority  vote  of  their  group. 

Since  1952,  two  major  changes  have  been  made: 

1)  Funds  given  to  each  church  have  gradually  been 
raised  from  $10,000  to  $75,000. 

2)  In  the  late  1990s,  Bishop  William  Oden  created 
the  Board  of  Church  Extension  and  Revitalization 
that  became  responsible  for  approving  new  churches. 
The  conference  1000  Club  director  is  a  member  of 


Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  was  a  church  supported  by  the  1 000  Club. 


this  board.  The  Church  Extension  board  recom¬ 
mends  to  the  Conference  1000  Club  its  choice  as 
recipient  forlOOO  Club  funds. 

In  October  1999,  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
unanimously  adopted  amendments  to  the  by-laws  of 
the  1000  Club.  These  changes  came  in  response  to 
discussions  with  district  superintendents,  pastors  and 
lay  leaders  within  the  Louisiana  regarding  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  construction  and  repair  and  needs  of  exist¬ 
ing  churches  desiring  to  expand  their  ministries.  The 
conference  and  the  districts  will  share  a  new  annual 


goal  of  $150,000.  Districts  will  retain  all  funds  raised 
that  exceed  1/2  of  their  set  goal  (determined  by  the 
decimal  formula  method).  A  District  Executive 
Committee  made  up  of  the  1000  Club  district  direc¬ 
tor,  district  superintendent,  district 
lay  leader,  chair  of  the  District  Board 
of  Relocation  and  Building  and  chair 
of  the  District  Board  of  Trustees  will 
administer  and  monitor  the  funds 
retained  in  the  district.  Existing 
churches  can  be  assisted  in  repairs 
and  construction  needs  through  low- 
interest  loans  and/or  grants. 

On  the  conference  level,  the  con¬ 
ference  and  district  directors  will  be  joined  by  the 
1000  Club  secretary  and  treasurer,  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent  appointed  by  the  conference  lay  leader  and 
the  bishop  and  conference  lay  leader  as  ex-officio  to 
be  the  Policy  Appropriations  Committee. 

Past  director  of  the  Conference  1000  Club  is  Cecil 
Bland  who  succeeded  Moffett  and  served  from  1975 
to  1999  except  for  a  three-year  period  when  Woody 
Atkinson  served  in  the  position.  Paul  White  is  current 
director  of  the  1000  Club.  District  directors  are:  Bob 
Sides,  Acadiana;  John  Tubb,  Alexandria:  Ofney  Ellis, 
Baton  Rouge;  Marie  Collins,  Lake  Charles;  Vera 
Jordan,  Monroe;  Dottie  Lacomb,  New  Orleans;  Fred 
Banks,  North  Shore;  Jack  Holman,  Ruston;  and  Ernest 
Lampkins,  Shreveport. 


Paul  White 


A  Hope-filled  Future: 

New  Academy  track  to  train  leaders  for 
church  renewal  and  transformation 


BY  CAROLE  COTTON  WINN 

COORDINATOR,  ACADEMY  FOR  SPIRITUAL  LEADERSHIP 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  to 
move  your  church  out  of  the  train  sta¬ 
tion  and  down  the  track  full  speed 
ahead?  Have  you  ever  felt  your  church 
was  becoming  stuck  in  time?  Have  you 
ever  wished  for  a  breath  of  fresh 
air  to  blow  through  the  win¬ 
dows? 

A  new  track,  “A  Hope- 
filled  Future,”  being 
offered  by  the  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Leadership 
may  be  what  you  are 
looking  for.  The 
Academy  has  planned  a 
series  of  four  retreats  for 
United  Methodist 
churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
that  are  looking  for 
renewal  and  transforma¬ 
tion.  This  is  not  for 
churches  that  like  where 
they  are  and  want  to  stay 
there. 

The  retreats  are  cen¬ 
tered  on  what  will  bring  a  new  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  congregation.  It  is  open  to 
30  churches.  Each  of  the  churches  is  to 
send  a  team  of  persons  to  the  retreats 
that  includes  the  pastor  and  three  lay 
persons.  The  key  and  strength  to  this 
Academy  is  the  team  who  will  attend 
from  each  church.  It  is  not  based  on 
sending  one  person  to  bring  back  the 


message,  but  a  team  of  strong  leaders 
who  can  map  out  a  strategy  that  can  fit 
the  particular  needs  and  setting  of 
their  local  church. 

This  Academy  is  for  churches 
already  established  in  their  community 
or  for  new  churches  that  are  just 
beginning.  The  retreat  leaders  will  be 
addressing  issues  that  pertain  to 
both  transformation  of  exist¬ 
ing  congregations  and 
new-church  start  ups. 

Retreat  leaders  for  this 
Academy  include,  from 
outside  the  La. 
Conference:  Rev.  Dick 
Wills,  Rev.  Adam 
Hamilton,  Rev.  Tyrone 
Gordon,  Rev.  Sherry 
Townsend,  Rev.  Craig 
Miller.  Resource  leaders 
from  within  our  confer¬ 
ence  are:  Mr.  Pete 
Bollinger,  Rev.  Flint  Shea, 
Rev.  Rob  Weber. 

The  cost  of  this 
Academy  is  $150  per  per¬ 
son,  which  covers  all  of 
the  retreats. 

Funding  also  comes  from  the  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  and  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 

To  receive  a  brochure  and  applica¬ 
tion  form,  contact  the  Rev.  Carole 
Cotton  Winn,  199  Trenton  Dr., 

Slidell, La.  70461,  504/639-9531. 

The  deadline  for  applications  is 
Monday,  January  31,  2000. 


Church 


continued  from  Page  1 


know,  a  manger.  This  church  is  being 
born  in  an  unlikely  place,  too:  a  funeral 
home.  I  think  that  made  sense  to  a  lot  of 
people  and  they  thought,  'Well,  you 
know,  that's  true.  Why  not?’” 

Finding  a  place  to  worship  was  one  of 
the  biggest  challenges  in  launching  the 
church,  Shea  said.  The  building  needed 
to  be  close  to  the  church’s  future  site.  It 
had  to  accommodate  a  couple  hundred 
people  and  their  cars.  There  had  to  be 
some  place  for  the  kids.  And  it  had  to  be 
available  on  Sunday  morning. 

That  was  a  tall  order  in  a  largely  resi¬ 
dential  community  with  few  big  build¬ 
ings  and,  until  recently,  a  ban  on 
churches  holding  services  in  public 
schools,  Shea  said.  The  pastor  found 
what  he  was  looking  for  when  he  called 
John  Vickers,  owner  of  the  funeral  home 
and  a  Roman  Catholic. 

“I  just  called  and  told  him  what  I 
needed  and  he  said  ‘You  can  have  every¬ 
thing  you’ve  asked  for,  you  just  can’t  pay 
me,”’  Shea  said.  “He  said,  ‘If  I  can  know 
that  I  had  a  small  part  in  helping  y’all  get 
going,  that  would  give  me  great  joy.’  I 
really  feel  like  this  place  has  been  a 
tremendous  blessing.” 

Other  blessings  abounded  for  the 
church  as  well.  Shea’s  request  for  hym¬ 
nals  over  the  past  several  months  yield¬ 
ed  more  than  400  from  around  the  state- 
even  other  parts  of  the  country.  One 
came  from  Pennsylvania,  where  Shea 
knows  no  one. 

“The  hymnals  are  a  tangible  sign  of 
our  connectedness,”  he  said. 

Shea  also  got  a  surprise  call  on  the 
eve  of  his  first  service  from  his  friend 
Rob  Weber,  pastor  of  Grace  Community 
UMC  in  Shreveport. 


“He  said,  ‘Flint,  we’re  in  worship  here 
in  our  sanctuary,  and  you’re  on  the 
speaker  phone  and  we  want  to  pray  for 
you.’  The  whole  congregation  prayed  for 
us,  and  you  know  I  felt  so  much-more 
powerfully  than  ever  before-a  real  sense 
of  connectedness,  that  we  weren’t  out 
here  on  our  own,  but  there  were  people 
who  literally  prayed  us  into  being.” 

Among  the  300  people  attending  the 
first  Sunday  were  United  Methodists 
from  around  the  state.  Many  came  from 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  where  Shea 
was  associate  pastor,  and  from 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  his 
home  congregation. 

Cooper’s  Chapel  UMC,  Loranger, 
even  changed  the  time  of  its  regular 
service  so  members  could  attend  North 
Cross,  Shea  said. 

Attendance  at  subsequent  services 
numbered  around  100,  he  said. 

Shea  spread  the  word  about  his  new 
church  through  a  direct  mail  campaign. 
He  sent  a  series  of  four  mailings,  each  . 
one  building  upon  the  last  and  culmi¬ 
nating  in  the  invitation  to  “Come  be  the 
people”  of  the  new  congregation. 

Shea  chose  direct  mail  over  other 
methods  such  as  telemarketing  and 
door-to-door  solicitation,  because  it  is 
less  intrusive  and  allows  people  to 
approach  the  church  on  their  own 
terms,  he  said. 

The  church’s  website  somewhat  con¬ 
firmed  the  efficacy  of  the  mail  cam¬ 
paign.  It  received  the  most  ‘hits’  the  day 
after  each  of  the  mailings,  Shea  said. 

For  more  information  on  North  Cross 
UMC,  check  out  the  website  at 
www.northcrosschurch.org. 
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Mark  your  calendar  for 
VIM  Celebration  2000 


The  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  “VIM  CELEBRATION  2000” 
task  force  has  announced  final  plans 
for  this  year’s  event.  CELEBRATION 

2000  will  be  held  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 
Sunday,  Feb.  20,  beginning  at  3  p.m. 

Featured  at  the  gathering  will  be 
exhibits  prepared  by  past  and  future 
mission  teams,  and  other  displays 
highlighting  various  mission  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  churches  and  youth 
groups.  Informational  workshops 
will  include  topics  such  as: 

•The  work  of  LAVIM  and  how  to 
get  involved. 

•Medical  Bridges,  an  exciting  recy¬ 
cling  project  to  deliver  medical  sup¬ 
plies  and  equipment  to  third  world 
countries 

•Christian  Alliance  for 
Humanitarian  Service,  a  gleaning 
project  which  delivers  food  to  areas 
which  have  experienced  disaster. 

•The  Louisiana  Conference’s  new 
disaster  response  network  and  train¬ 
ing  sessions  which  will  be  held 
throughout  the  conference. 

•A  special  informational  work¬ 
shop  led  by  Rev.  George  Holcomb, 
missionary  on  furlough  from  the 
Philippines,  will  be  offered  for  per¬ 
sons  involved  in  business  and  busi¬ 
ness  systems.  LAVIM  will  sponsor 
mission  teams  of  accounting  and 
business  persons  in  late  2000  and 

2001  to  help  meet  the  business 
knowledge  needs  of  a  growing  church 
in  that  country. 

•Disaster  response  in  North 
Carolina  and  the  Eastern  seaboard 
states  will  be  led  by  Ward  Smith  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR). 


Keynote  speaker  for 
the  2000  CELEBRATION 
will  be  Rev.  Jeremy  M. 

M.  Basset.  Rev.  Basset  is 
a  native  of  South  Africa 
and  served  churches 
there  for  20  years  before 
coming  to  the  US  for  REV. JEREMY 
further  educational  m.  M.  BASSET 

work  at  Union 

Seminary.  He  is  presently  serving  as 
minister  of  Discipleship  and 
Congregational  Outreach  at  Church  of 
the  Servant  in  Oklahoma  City. 

“Jeremy,”  says  LAVIM  director,  Larry 
D.  Norman,  “is  passionate  about  God’s 
mission  in  the  world  through  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  and  will  be  excit¬ 
ing  and  challenging  to  our  thinking 
about  and  involvement  in  mission  in 
this  conference  and  through  VIM.” 

Hearts  Aflame,  a  contemporary  wor¬ 
ship  team  from  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  lead  the  worship  music  for 
the  evening. 

Cost  for  the  event  will  be  the  same  as 
last  year,  $17.50.  The  fee  includes  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  exhibits  and  workshops  as 
well  as  the  keynote  worship  service  and 
dinner.  Invitations  and  registration 
forms  have  been  mailed  to  all  churches. 
Registrations  can  ONLY  be  accepted  in 
ADVANCE  by  mail  so  that  adequate 
meal  preparations  can  be  made.  No 
registrations  will  be  accepted  at  the 
Conference  Center  on  the  day  of  the 
event  or  in  advance. 

Registration  and  fees  should  be  sent 
to  Louisiana  VIM,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802.  The  full  name  of  the 
registrant  and  the  full  fee  must  accom¬ 
pany  the  registration.  Checks  should  be 
made  out  to  LA  Annual  Conference 
#6368-Z.  For  more  information  ,  call 
the  VIM  offices  at  888-239-5286. 


ON  THE  MISSION  FIELD 


VIM 


The  VIM  Youth 
Leadership  Steering 
Committee. 


In  each  issue  of  Louisiana  NOW!  dur¬ 
ing  2000,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  wants  you  to  be  aware  of  those 
who  engaged  in  conference  mission 
teams.  Please  keep  these  teams  and 
their  leaders  in  prayer  as  well  as  those  to 
whom  they  are  in  mission. 

There  are  no  teams  in  the  field  during 


this  reading  but  those  who  have  just 
returned  are: 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico  mini-Medical 
Mission  -  January  5-9  -  Rev.  Ann  Sutton, 
team  leader; 

VIM  Team  Leader  Training  -  January 
7-8  -  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman,  director  and 
trainer. 


LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK  2000 

Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


SERMON  DAYS,  A  PLANNING 
RETREAT 
Led  by  John  Winn, 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 
FEB.  2-3  (with  option  to  extend) 
Conference  Center,  Woodworth 

The  Office  of  Ministry  Resourcing 
will  sponsor  this  event  for  all  pastors 
who  are  looking  for  time  apart  to  plan 
sermons  for  Lent /Easter.  There  will  be 
time  to  develop  your  own  lectionary  for 
the  season,  share  ideas  with  others, 
resourcing  ideas,  and  most  of  all,  time 
to  work  privately.  There  is  an  option  to 
extend  your  stay  beyond  the  24  hours 
that  is  guided  by  John  Winn.  Cost  will 
be  $66  for  one  evening  and  three  meals; 
$132  for  two  nights  and  six  meals. 
Please  contact  Rena  Yocom  for  more 
information  on  the  schedule  and  regis¬ 
tration;)  (888-239-5286  or  225-346- 
1646) 

STORYTELLING  FOR 
SERVANT  LEADERS 

Feb.  25-26 

Tall  Timbers  Baptist  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth,  La. 

“Story  Telling  for  Servant  Leaders" 
will  be  the  theme  of  a  retreat  Feb.  25-26 
at  Tall  Timbers  in  Forest  Hill,  La.  This 
overnight  retreat  is  designed  for  clergy 
and  laypersons  who  use 
or  are  interested  in  sto¬ 
rytelling  as  a  medium 
for  communicating  the 
gospel. 

Dr.  Michael  Williams 
will  lead  the  event.  He  is 
the  pastor  of  Blakemore 
UMC  in  Nashville, 

Tenn..  Dr.  Williams  is 
the  author  of  numerous 
plays,  poems,  articles 
and  books.  He  serves  as  the  general  edi¬ 
tor  for  the  Storyteller's  Companion  to 
the  Bible  series  from  Abingdon  Press. 

He  has  been  a  featured  storyteller  at  the 
National  Storytelling  Festival. 

Events  will  begin  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon  with  an  early  bird  session  at  2 
p.m.  (This  session  is  required  of  those 
wishing  to  earn  1  CEU.)  Registration 
will  continue  at  5  with  supper  at  6.  The 
opening  session  will  begin  at  7. 

Breakfast  will  be  served  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  at  7:30  with  the  first  session  at  8:30. 


The  event  will  conclude  with  lunch  at 
noon. 

The  cost  for  the  retreat  is  $60  before 
Feb.  10.  For  more  information  or  schol¬ 
arships,  call  Rev.  Ann  Sutton  at  318- 
233-3811.  To  register  contact  Rev.  Judy 
Bazer,  Trinity  UMC,  4140  Greenwood 
Road,  Shreveport,  LA  71109 

This  retreat  is  a  jointly  sponsored  by 
the  Louisiana  Fellowship  of  Associate 
Members  and  Local  Pastors  and  the 
Order  of  Elders. 

THE  34TH  TOM  PEYTON  MEMORIAL 
ARTS  FESTIVAL 
Feb. 18-17 

First  UMC,  Alexandria 

This  year’s  event  will  feature  award¬ 
winning  poet,  Miller  Williams,  as  well  as 
numerous  artists  from  throughout  the 
Southeast. 

The  Arts  Festival  will  open  with  a 
reception  and  Art  Show  Friday,  Feb.  18 
in  Fellowship  Hall.  The  reception  will 
begin  at  7  p.m.  with  jurors  presenting 
awards  at  8  p.m.  followed  by  a  gallery 
tour. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  19  at  2  p.m.  Bob 
Duncan  will  present  a  slide  show  in  the 
media  center  on  Anatolia, Turkey: 
“Following  Paul’s  Journey.”  At  6:30  p.m.. 
a  dinner  (limited  seating)  and  slide 
show  will  be  held  for  Arts  Festival 
patrons. 

Martha  Hollier,  Ukrainian-born 
soprano  and  former  soloist  with  the 
Moscow  Bolshoi  Theatre  Opera,  will 
sing  Mozart’s  “Alleluja,” 
among  other  selections 
Sunday,  Feb.  20  at  3  p.m. 
in  the  sanctuary. 

Featured  speaker, 

Miller  Williams,  profes¬ 
sor  of  English  at  the 
University  of  Arkansas, 

Fayetteville,  and  former 
director  of  the 
University  Press,  is  a 
distinguished  poet  and 
author.  Williams  writes  poetry  about 
"everyday  life”  and  will  share  it  during 
his  readings  from  2-4  p.m.  Saturday, 

Feb.  26  at  FUMC  on  Jackson  Street. 

All  exhibits  are  free  and  open  to  the 
public.  Exhibit  hours  are  from  9  a.m.-5 
p.m.  Feb.  19-27.  For  further  information 
call  Barbara  Wildman,  publicity  chair  at 
(318)  442-5023. 


Dr.  Michael 
Williams 


Miller 

Williams 


PEACE  WITH  JUSTICE  YOUTH  ESSAY  CONTEST 
TOPIC:  A  Vision  of  the  2 1st  Century 

Requirements:  Contestants  must  be  members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  in  grades  9- 12  during  the  1999  -  2000  school  year. 

Awards:  Conference  Wide — 

1st.  Place:  $500,  2nd  Place:  $250,  3rd  Place:  $150, 4th  Place:  SI 00 
Deadline: 

Essays  should  be  submitted  by  March  31  to: 

Rev.  Bob  Hollis 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
R  O.  Box  1064 
Crowley,  LA  70527 
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Miracle  Night  Offering  funds  to 
help  build 

BY  BOBBIE  ARMSTRONG 

EDITOR 

During  the  Miracle  Night 
Offering  celebrated  the  first 
evening  of  of  Annual 
Conference  1999,  Louisiana 
Conference  churches 
brought  forth  an  amazing 
$230,000  for  the  Bishops’ 

Initiative:  Hope  for  the 
Children  of  Africa. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
has  announced  that  $50,000 
of  those  funds  have  been 
sent  through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  the  Democratic  Republic 
of  Congo  to  pay  for  the 
“JaamaYetu”  Girls 
Orphanage  Project  in  the 
town  of  Lubumbashi.  This 
undertaking  will  provide  a 
home,  spiritual  support  and 
an  education  for  15  girls  age 
3  to  12  who  have  been 
homeless  since  their  parents  were  killed 
in  the  war  which  has  ravished  that 
country  since  1998.  The  project  will  be 
administered  through  the  Southern 
Congo  Area  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Another  $100,000  of  the  offering, 
according  to  the  bishop,  has  been  ear¬ 
marked  for  underwriting  costruction  of 
a  children’s  orphanage  in  Luanada, 

West  Angola.  A  Louisiana  Conference 
delegation  visited  that  country  in  the 
summer  of  1998  to  begin  a  partnership 
with  Angola  and  to  officially  kick  off  the 
distribution  of  over  40,000  pairs  of  ten¬ 
nis  shoes  collected  by  Louisiana 
churches. 

In  addition,  $25,000  will  be  sent  to 
Zimbabwe  to  help  finance  an  orphan¬ 
age  for  displaced  or  AIDS-infected  chil¬ 
dren,  the  bishop  said 

The  remaining  money  will  be  allo¬ 
cated  to  other  projects  in  Africa  pend¬ 
ing  the  approval  of  proposals  submit¬ 
ted  by  those  conferences. 

Editor’s  note: 

Watch  Louisiana  NOW!  for  more 
information  as  these  projects  develop. 


Apportionment  dollars  paid  reach  highest  level  on  record 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  gave  $6.2  million  in  1999  in  apportionment  funds- 
the  largest  dollar  amount  ever.  That’s  94.54  percent  of  the  total  appor¬ 
tioned,  the  highest  percentage  since  available  records  have  been  kept. 

It’s  also  $21,747  more  than  last  year’s  94.25  percent  for  the  mission  and 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  through  these  apportioned  funds. 

For  a  listing  of  the  456  churches  that  paid  100  percent  of  their  appor¬ 
tionments,  please  see  insert. 

This  is  a  record  to  celebrate! 
mmmmmmmm,^m^j^^£jfCadRl2oad:sNfire£tor,  Conference  Finance  and  Administration 


Map  of  southern  Africa  that  shows 
Luanda,  Lubumbashi  and  Zimbabwe 


orphanage  in  Africa 


— 

Joy  Solomon  visits  with  some  of  the  children  in 
Luanda,  West  Angola,  who  received  tennis  shoes  col¬ 
lected  by  Louisiana  United  Methodist  in  the  summer 
of  1998.  Photo  by  James  Haynes 


Task  Force  sets  fall 
family  conference 

BY  JOANNE  WHITE 

CHAIR,  CONFERENCE  TASK  FORCE  ON 
CHILDREN  AND  POVERTY 


The  Conference  Task  Force  on  the 
Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty  made  plans  in  their  first  meet¬ 
ing  of  2000  for  three  major  efforts: 

1)  A  conference-wide  “Families  in 
Crisis-Families  in  Faith  Conference” 
will  be  held  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  Oct.  23  - 
24  of  this  year  in 
Alexandria. 

2)  A  Board  of 
Discipleship  subcom¬ 
mittee  co-chaired  by 
Rev.  Jon  Tellifero  and 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  will 
follow-up  on  last  fall’s 
“Faith-based  Workforce 
Development  Conference”  to  provide 
assistance  to  ten  local  churches  to  ini¬ 
tiate  efforts  to  impact  the  economic 
and  workforce  needs  of  people  in  their 
communities. 

3)  Two  conferences  in  2001  will 
focus  on  rural 
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poverty. 

The  Bishops  Initiative  ij 


poverty  in 
Louisiana.  Laura 
Brown,  Acadiana 
District  missioner, 
will  chair  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  organize  both 
a  South  Louisiana  Rural  Poverty 
Conference  to  be  held  in  Lafayette  in 
2001  and  a  North  Louisiana  Rural 
Poverty  Conference  in  Monroe.  Rev. 
Michi  Head  will  chair  the  Monroe  con¬ 
ference  assisted  by  fellow  clergy  and 
laity  in  that  district. 


Families  in  Crisis-Families  in  Faith 
Conference 

Three  issues  were  selected  by  the 
Task  Force  to  be  studied  in  depth  at 
this  year’s  Family  Conference  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  primary  emphasis  of  the . 
entire  conference,  which  is  Spiritual 
Poverty  and  Families  Today.  The  four 
additional  issues  are:  Addictive 
Behaviors  and  Faith’s  Response; 
Violence-Domestic  and  Street-  and 
Faith’s  Response;  Broken  Families  and 
Current  Family  Realities  and  Faith’s 
Response. 

Dr.  Rena  Yocom  and  Rev.  Jimmie 
Pyles  will  co-chair  the  subcommittee 
on  Spiritual  Poverty;  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Terry  Willis  will  co-chair  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Addictive  Behaviors;  Mrs. 
Laura  Brown  will  chair  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Violence  and  Dr.  Doris 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


Funding  faith 

producing 

environments 


How  can  one  measure  the  value  of  a 
hungry  child  being  fed  or  a  despair¬ 
ing  person  having  the  doorway 
opened  to  a  future  of  hope  and  possibili¬ 
ty?  Is  there  a  way  to  put  a  price  on  a  gift¬ 
ed  teacher  imparting  such  knowledge 
and  self-confidence  to  a  student  that  the 
result  is  a  life  delivered  from  poverty  and 
launched  into  productive  service?  Will 
we  ever  find  a  way  to  say  how  much 
friendship  and  caring  and  encourage¬ 
ment  mean  to  us?  For  all  of 
these  questions  there  is  no 
adequate  answer,  and  surely 
no  answer  that  can  be  fully 
measured  in  monetary  terms. 

Even  so,  financial  resources 
do  help  to  fund  faith-produc¬ 
ing  environments  and  relation¬ 
ships.  Food  for  hungry  chil¬ 
dren,  even  donated  food, 
involves  some  monetary  assis¬ 
tance.  Counseling  and  caring 
are  given  by  agencies  who 
depend  on  the  gifts  of  others. 

Money  cannot  measure  hope, 
but  it  is  a  means  of  making 
hope  present. 

The  tremendous  record  of 
connectional  ministries  sup¬ 
port  has  resulted  in  Louisiana 
Conference  apportionments  reaching 
94.55  percent  of  payout.  This  almost-95- 
percent  figure  represents  the  highest 
percentage  of  apportionment  payment 
in  the  last  20  years.  It  is  the  highest 
recorded  apportionment  ever  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference!  So  many  laity  and 
clergy  united  to  make  this  achievement 


possible  that  their  efforts  are  worthy  of 
commendation  and  appreciation. 

I  am  well  aware  that  some  heroic 
efforts  were  made  in  many  congrega¬ 
tions  to  fund  these  vital  ministries  of 
help  and  hope.  If  children  and  adults 
who  have  great  needs  and  who  have 
been  helped  by  the  ministries  supported 
by  these  funds  could  respond  to  us,  their 
words  would  tell  a  story  of  physical  help 
and  emotional  strength  being  received. 

Many  such  persons  would 
say  “thank  you” — and  even 
though  it  is  not  said,  others 
would  feel  it.  However,  whether 
said  or  felt,  we  give  in  gratitude 
to  God,  not  in  hope  we  can 
hear  a  “thank  you.” 

The  joy  of  giving  renews 
lives  and  energizes  churches. 
The  evidence  is  abundant!  The 
more  focused  on  the  suffering 
and  the  poor  that  congrega¬ 
tions  and  people  become,  the 
more  the  interior  life  of  people 
and  churches  is  revitalized. 
When  we  give  our  life  away,  we 
have  it! 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  the 
congregations,  clergy  and  lay 
leaders  who  have  united  in  this  great 
record  of  giving.  May  the  joy  and  grace 
we  experience  in  such  outreach  be  its 
own  confirmation  that  giving  is  the  way 
of  real  living! 


Money 
cannot 
measure 
hope,  but 
it  is  a 
means  of 
making 
hope 
present. 


Remembering  Nobody  But  Mildred 


Editors  note: 

Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to  the  family  of  Mildred  H.  Walton,  95,  wife  of  the 
late  Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  who  died  Dec.  23, 1 999,  at  a  Little  Rock  hospital.  After 
serving  several  churches  in  Arkansas,  Walton  was  elected  to  the  epicopacy  in  1960  and 
appointed  to  the  Louisiana  Area.  The  Waltons'  made  their  home  in  New  Orleans  for 
the  next  12  years.  Upon  retiring  in  1972,  they  returned  to  Little  Rock  where  she  was 
residing  at  her  death.  Bishop  Walton  died  in  1 978. 

We  asked  Rev.  Jerome  and  Mrs.  Elsie  Cain,  who  were  under  appointment  during  the 
Walton's  service  in  Louisiana,  to  remember  Mrs.  Walton  for  our  readers. 


BY  ELSIE  AND  JEROME  CAIN 

RETIRED,  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

Mildred  Walton  came  into  the  life  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  in  July  of  1960 
when  her  husband,  Aubrey,  was  elected 
to  the  episcopacy  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  San  Antonio;  we  have 
maintained  a  relationship  with  her  since 
that  time. 

Since  we  received  a  Christmas  card 
from  her  this  year  telling  us  of  her  plans 
for  spending  Christmas  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  also  named  Mildred,  her  death  was 
quite  a  shock  to  us. 

Mildred  had  a  unique  sense  of 
humor  and  often  wrote  notes  and  letters 
about  happenings  which  were  entertain¬ 
ing  to  friends.  Elsie  and  Mildred  often 


exchanged  every  day  happenings  which 
contained  humor.  Mildred’s  father  was  a 
doctor  and  she  often  described  many  of 
her  illnesses  and  experiences  in  a  vivid 
manner  that  often  shocked  her  hus¬ 
band,  as  well  as  her  listeners. 

The  Parsonettes,  a  group  of  pastors’ 
wives,  used  her  play  “The  Doll  Shop”  for 
their  luncheon  program  at  the  1966 
Annual  Conference.  She  compiled  some 
of  her  writings  into  a  little  book 
entitled  Nobody  But  Mildred  and  includ¬ 
ed  a  story  about  a  visit  her  grandchil¬ 
dren  made  to  their  home  in  New 
Orleans. 

We  will  miss  Mildred  but  are  thankful 
for  the  many  years  we  have  known  her 
and  enjoyed  her  love  of  life  and  friends. 


WORDS  OF  WITNESS 

'Good  men'  becoming  harder  to  find  in  church 


BYTED0ZMENT 

ILLINOIS  GREAT  RIVERS  CONFERENCE 

Where  are  all  the  men  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church?  According  to  Larry 
Malone  of  the  General  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Men  (UMM)  and  Ted 
Korngay  of  O’Fallon  Christ  UMC,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  River  District 
UMM,  they  are  in  our  neighborhoods, 
workplaces  and  churches  waiting  for  an 
invitation  to  be  needed. 

“We  have  allowed  our  men  to 
become  an  endangered  species  around 
the  church,”  Malone  proclaimed  at  a 
recent  meeting.  “We’ve  got  to  recapture 
the  heart  of  our  men  by  offering  them 
what  they  need.” 

Malone  says  men  are  looking  for  spe¬ 
cific  things: 

•Men  don’t  want  their  time  wasted. 
Men,  especially  those  with  families, 
already  feel  a  lack  of  free  time.  “When  we 
meet  together,  have  something  signifi¬ 
cant  to  offer  besides  a  coffee  cake,” 
Malone  said.  "Hold  the  meeting  to  a  spe¬ 
cific  timetable  and  use  the  time  we  have 
to  accomplish  our  primary  task.  If  we 
waste  a  man’s  time  he  won’t  be  back.” 

•Men  need  to  be  needed.  “It’s  not 
enough  for  men  of  the  new  millennium 
to  come  to  a  meeting  because  they  are 
duty  bound.  They  want  to  feel  they  are 
making  a  contribution.  Men  do  things, 
fix  things,  make  things  and  suggest 
things.  When  they  feel  their  presence  is 
not  contributing  to  the  group,  they  feel 
they  are  wasting  their  time.  It  is  OK  for  a 
team  member  to  choose  not  to  partici¬ 
pate,  but  it  is  not  OK  for  a  team  member 
to  be  excluded.” 

•Men  are  looking  for  honesty.  “Men 
want  honesty  in  our  dealings  with  one 
another.  Being  shallow,  petty  or  coun¬ 
terfeit  wastes  their  time.  If  we  really 
want  men,  new  men,  to  be  a  part  of  the 
team,  then  we  need  to  act  like  it  by 
opening  every  door  for  them  to  be  a 
full  participant.” 


•Men  are  looking  for  support.  “Fifty, 
percent  of  all  men  will  experience 
divorce.  Eighty  percent  or  better  will 
change  careers,  be  laid  off  or  ‘restruc¬ 
tured’  out  of  a  position.  One  hundred 
percent  of  all  men  will  experience  stress 
because  of  family,  health  or  a  significant 
loss.  Fluff  is  not  what  men  are  looking 
for.  Men  need  each  other,  not  in  phony 
or  shallow  relationships,  but  in  ‘honest  to 
God’  supportive  relationships.” 

•Although  men  need  support,  men 
don’t  want  to  look  bad  or  foolish  in  front 
of  other  men.  “Every  man  is  seeking 
strength  for  the  day,  wisdom  for  the 
tough  decisions  of  life  and  a  few  good 
men  with  whom  they  can  encounter 
trust — trust  meaning,  we  won’t  broad¬ 
cast  what  we  just  heard,  we  won’t  laugh  a 
or  make  fun  of  what  they’re  experiencing 
and  we  will  tell  one  another  in  a  gentle 
way  when  someone  is  being  a  bonehead. 
This  level  of  trust  isn’t  offered  to  50  or 
even  15  other  men,  but  it  may  be  offered 
to  four  or  five  men  with  whom  I  regularly 
meet  with  and  pray  for. 

“Our  United  Methodist  Men  need  to 
rethink  what  tire  primary  purpose  of  the 
group  is,”  Malone  said.  That  purpose,  he 
said,  is  relationships.  “UMM  exists  pri¬ 
marily  for  the  purpose  of  helping  men 
develop  a  relationship  with  God  and 
deepening  that  relationship  through  the 
support  of  other  men.  We’ve  got  to  cap¬ 
ture  that  emphasis  and  make  it  a  priority. 
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"By  letting  programs,  maintenance 
and  bull  sessions  rule  the  day  we  keep 
men  from  developing  meaningful  and 
powerful  relationships  with  God  and 
each  other.” 

Tim  Ozment  is  a  district  reporter  for 
The  Current,  the  Illinois  Great  River 
Conference  newspaper  where  this  article 
first  appeared. 
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Mission  in  Motion  rolls  into  2000 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

The  idea  hit  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  “like  a  bolt  from  the 
blue.” 

He  was  driving  across  the  Atchafalaya  Basin  after  a  visit  to 
the  UMCOR  Depot  at  the  Sager-Brown  facility  in  Baldwin  in 
the  fall  of  1996.  During  the  visit,  he  had  asked  the  depot  direc¬ 
tor  what  was  the  biggest  challenge  he  faced  running  it. 

The  answer  came  quickly:  there  was  no  system  in  place  for 
consistently  stocking  the  material  goods  need¬ 
ed  to  supply  disasters. 

“There  was  no  ‘feeder  network,’”  Solomon 
said. 

Maybe  as  he  glimpsed  one  of  the  ever-pres¬ 
ent  18-wheel  tractor  trailers  on  Interstate  10, 
the  concept  presented  itself :  get  a  truck,  drive 
it  to  each  of  the  districts  around  the  state,  let 
local  churches  fill  it  with  supplies,  and  haul 
them  to  Sager-Brown.  Thus  Mission  in  Motion 
was  born  in  1997. 

The  program  has  since  completed  its  third 
year  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  has  been  so  successful 
that  in  1999,  the  concept  was  adopted  by  four  other  confer¬ 
ences — Northwest  Texas,  Mississippi,  Arkansas  and  Illinois 
Great  Rivers,  so  far-and  the  number  promises  to  continue  to 
grow. 

“Mission  in  Motion  has,  I  think,  captured  the  imagination  of 
United  Methodist  folk.  It  has  provided  remarkably  useful 
means  for  people  acting  on  their  best  impulses  to  care  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  hurting,”  Solomon  said. 

In  1999,  Louisiana  United  Methodists  supplied  81,373 
pounds  of  relief  supplies  to  the  depot,  Conference 
Coordinator  Sara  Schoeffler  said. 

That’s  not  as  high  as  1998  in  pounds,  but  the  difference  lies 
with  the  type  of  goods  collected,  Schoeffler  said.  Whereas  past 
efforts  have  focused  largely  on  flood  buckets,  1999  saw  a 
greater  need  for  lighter  weight  health  kits  to  be  sent  to  Kosovo 
and  other  disaster  locations. 

Eighty  thousand  pounds  is  "an  awful  lot  of  health  kits,”  she 
said. 

There  also  may  be  a  change  with  how  flood  buckets  are  col¬ 
lected  across  the  conference  in  2000,  Schoeffler  said. 

In  the  past,  church  members  have  put  together  entire  buck¬ 
ets  as  specified  in  the  list  provided  by  UMCOR. 

Assembling  a  complete  bucket  proved  difficult  for  some 
participants  of  the  drive  last  year,  she  said.  Finding  particular 
items  or  the  correct  size  could  be  a  challenge. 

Members  of  the  Acadiana  District  used  a  different  method 
last  year  that  may  be  used  by  other  districts  around  the  state, 
she  said. 

“Some  churches  will  be  responsible  for  Clorox,  some  will  be 
responsible  for  getting  the  buckets,  some  for  the  sponges,”  she 
said. 

The  goods  can  then  be  assembled  into  flood  buckets  at  the 
depot  by  volunteer  teams  from  the  districts,  she  said. 

“If  you’re  responsible  for  one  or  two  items,  then  that 
shouldn’t  be  hard  to  track  down,”  she  said. 

When  Solomon  conceived  Mission  in  Motion,  he  wanted 
the  project  to  be  shepherded  by  lay  members  of  the  church. 

“I  really  wanted  it  to  be  lay-led  and  lay-designed,”  he  said. 

Dave  Freneaux,  a  member  of  Blackwater  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  served  as  the  first  MIM  coordinator  and  developed  a 
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Bishop  Dan  Solomon  stands  beside  the  MIM  trailer  at  its 
inauguration  at  Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  in  1997. 


manual  that  Solomon  shared  with  other  bishops  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

“I  rejoice  in  the  proliferation  of  the  strategy,  but  what  I 
rejoice  most  in  is  that  there  are  innumerable  persons  whose 
lives  are  being  helped  and  whose  circumstances  are  being 
addressed  with  hope  because  of  the  material  goods  that  are 
being  delivered  into  their  hands.” 

Solomon  said  he  also  rejoices  in  the  way  congregations 
have  become  involved  in  collecting  supplies  and  materials. 

“They  have  been  renewed  in  a  mission  concern.  They  have 
literally  been  enlivened,”  he  said. 

Solomon  noted  the  example  of  Day’s  UMC  in  the  North 
Shore  District,  a  small  congregation  that  not  only  collected  a 
large  number  of  flood  buckets  for  Mission  in  Motion,  but  also 
added  a  personal  touch. 

A  church  member  who  is  an  artist  adorned  the  buckets  with 
symbols  of  an  ark,  a  dove  with  an  olive  branch  in  its  mouth, 
and  a  rainbow. 

“Now  think  about  these  symbols  of  hope  when  you’re 
drowning  in  a  sea  of  mud  and  water  from  a  flood.  Here’s  this 
symbol  of  the  ark  which  says,  you  know,  ‘Somehow  we  can  rise 
above  this.’  Here’s  the  sign  of  the  rainbow,  which  is  God’s 
promise  to  us  of  care  and  help.  And  here’s  the  sign  of  the  dove 
of  peace,  that  there’s  dry  land  yet  to  come-that’s  the  story  out 
of  the  Old  Testament.  I  thought,  ‘What  a  marvelous  witness!”’ 


Mission  in  Motion  in  Baton  Rouge 

February  Schedule 

Trailer  locations 

Blackwater  UMC 
Baker 

Date 

Feb.  1-7 

Time 

8  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Coordinator  phone  number 

Bernice  Thompson 
(225)  355-2865 

Ingleside  UMC 
Baton  Rouge 

Feb.  8-17 

8:30  a.m-3  p.m. 

Joyce  Kennedy 
(225)  344-9100 

First  UMC 

Gonzales 

Feb.  18-25 

8:1  5  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Rev.  Sam  Reeves 
(225)  647-4678 

MIM  spreads 
around  the 
country 

BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  had  heard 
that  Kim  Pease,  Volunteers  in 
Mission  coordinator  for  the 
Northwest  Texas  Conference,  was 
interested  in  learning  more  about 
Mission  in  Motion. 

“I  picked  up  the  phone  one 
night  and  heard,  ‘This  is  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon’  and  he  explained 
the  program  to  me,”  Pease 
recalled. 

"It  was  really  a  shock.  You  know, 
how  many  times  in  your  life  do  you 
get  a  call  from  a  bishop?  Of  course, 
Bishop  Solomon  convinced  me 
that  the  program  was  tremendous, 
and  we  haven’t  changed  our 
minds.” 

Since  that  time,  the  Northwest 
Texas  Conference  acquired  its  own 
trailer  through  a  grant  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(GBGM)  and  has  made  two  ship¬ 
ments  of  relief  supplies  worth 
$78,000  to  the  UMCOR  Depot  at 
Sager-Brown  in  Baldwin,  Pease 
said. 

“We  feel  like  it’s  really  moving 
missions  in  our  conference  to  the 
very  forefront,  making  more  and 
more  people  aware  of  missions.  It’s 
giving  all  people,  in  any  size  con¬ 
gregation,  the  opportunity  to  be  in 
mission  without  really  leaving 
home,”  Pease  said. 

“It’s  one  of  those  ‘feel-good’  type 
ministries  where  you  can  actually 
bring  something  tangible  to  the 
church  knowing  that  it’s  going  to 
go  to  somebody  anywhere  in  the 
world  that’s  in  trouble,”  he  said. 

The  Mission  in  Motion  concept 
has  caught  on  elsewhere,  as  well. 
The  Mississippi,  Arkansas  and 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  Conferences 
all  have  programs  under  way, 
Solomon  said. 

The  Illinois  Great  Rivers 
Conference  has  even  set  up  its  own 
depot  with  the  help  of  the  GBGM, 
he  said. 

Motion  in  Motion  promises  to 
keep  rolling  across  the  nation. 

Pease  will  soon  give  a  presenta¬ 
tion  to  the  New  Mexico  Conference 
about  implementing  the  program 
there. 


IMPORTANT  IRS  NOTICE  FOR 
PASTORS  AND  TREASURERS 

Effective  Jan.  1,  the  milage  rate  for 
travel  was  increased  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  to  32.5  cents  per  mile. 
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So  long  as  God  is  awake 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 
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REV.  TERRY  C.  WILLIS 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I  am 
really  going  to  miss  the  Peanuts’ 
cartoon  strip.  It  has  been  part  of  my 
growing  up,  my  life’s  journey.  I've 
often  used  it  in  sermon  illustrations 
Let  me  use  one  more. 

Charlie  Brown  sums  up  what 
many  of  us  are  feeling  as  we  put  the 
old  year  behind  us  and  embrace  the 
new  year.  He  says  to  Linus,  "Well, 


Rev.  Terry 
Willis 


here  it  is  again,  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I  did  it 
again.  I  blew  another  year.” 

To  many,  the  year  1999  was  a  year  of  sadness, 
heartache  and  tragedy.  For  some  the  sacred  vows  of 
marriage  were  broken.  Others  were  summoned  to 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 
Thousands  were  killed  in  accidents  on  the  high¬ 
ways.  And  then  there  were  millions  who  simply 
wandered  aimlessly  through  another  year,  strug¬ 
gling  to  keep  things  going,  filled  with  inner  fears 
and  frustrations,  failing  to  come  anywhere  near 


their  cherished  hopes,  ambitions  and  dreams. 

For  others,  it  was  a  good  year  with  dreams  real¬ 
ized,  struggles  overcome,  prayers  answered  and  life 
fulfilled. 

What  about  the  year  2000?  For  each  of  us,  we 
face  it  with  anxiety  and  mixed  emotions,  but  with 
hope,  because  Christians  are  a  people  who  look  to 
the  future  with  hope. 

A  mother  and  her  little  four-year-old  daughter 
were  preparing  to  retire  for  the  night.  The  child  was 
afraid  of  the  dark  and  the  mother,  alone  with  the 
child,  felt  fearful  also.  When  the  light  was  out,  the 
child  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  moon  outside  the 
window.  “Mother,”  she  asked,  "is  the  moon  God’s 
light?”  “Yes,”  the  mother  replied,  “God’s  light  is 
always  shining.”  The  next  question  was,  “Will  God 
blow  out  his  light  and  go  to  sleep?”  And  the  mother 
replied,  "No,  my  child.  God  never  goes  to  sleep.” 
Then,  out  of  the  simplicity  of  a  child’s  faith,  she 
said  that  which  gave  reassurance  to  the  fearful 
mother:  “Well,  so  long  as  God  is  awake,  I  am  not 
afraid.” 

That’s  how  I  feel  about  the  new  year.  So  long  as 
God  is  awake,  I  am  not  afraid! 


Acadiana  District 

850  Kaliste  Saloorn  Road,  Suite  217  Lafayette,  LA  70508 
337) 236-2904 

E-mail:  acadumc@bellsouth.net 

Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 
District  Superintendent 
Judi  Sarver 

District  Communication  Advisor 
Laura  Brown 
District  Missioner 

To  our  Readers: 

Welcome  to  the  first  edition  of  Acadiana  District 
news  in  our  new  conference  paper,  Louisiana  NOW! 
As  district  communicator,  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  remind  you  that  your  news  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  all  of  us.  Please  keep  me  informed  about  what 
is  going  on  in  your  congregation  so  that  we  can  let 
others  know. 

My  e-mail  address  is  bd212226@aol.com.  Your 
information  and  articles  can  be  sent  there  or  to 
my  home  address:  305  Chastant  Boulevard, 
Lafayette,  La.  70508.  If  you  haue  any  questions  or 
need  assistance  with  any  facet  of  communica¬ 
tions, please  feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  home 
phone  number  is  (337)-233-7696. 

Judi  Sarver 


One-day  youth  event  at  Acadiana  charge  magical  for  pastor,  children 


BY  REV. TERRY  LINDSEY 

PASTOR,  PORT  BARRE-LOTTIE-KROTZ  SPRING  CHARGE 

When  I  received  my  appointment  to  a  three-point 
charge  two-and-a-half  hours  away  from  my  home,  my 
first  reaction  was,  of  course,  I’ll  do  it.  But,  how  can  I  be 
a  caring  servant  of  the  Lord  to  three  congregations  so 
far  away  and  still  maintain  a  balance  with  my  family 
and  my  demanding  secular  job  as  an  engineer  in  the  oil 
industry?  The  answer  was,  “Let  go  and  let  God!” 

When  I  received  the  call  into  God’s  service,  I  also 
received  the  message  that  I  should  trust  in  the  Lord 
with  all  my  heart  and  lean  not  on  my  own  understand¬ 
ing.  In  all  my  ways,  He  will  guide  my  path.  All  things 
are  possible  through  Christ  which  strengthens  me.  So 
with  these  assuring  words,  the  obstacles  just  melted 
away  and  I  went  to  work  doing  God’s  will. 

My  first  goal  as  I  started  my  new  appointment  was 
to  get  to  know  the  people  and  to  be  open  for  how  I  am 
to  serve  them  that  will  best  honor  and  glorify  God.  We 
are  to  build  his  kingdom,  not  ours.  We  do  that  by 
responding  to  his  will,  whether  it  be  through  an  awe¬ 
some  anointed  message  on  Sunday  morning,  a  hospital 
visit  that  leads  to  multiple  witnessing  opportunities,  a 
home  visit  to  an  elderly  person,  a  potluck  supper  or  a 
youth  gathering  on  a  Saturday. 

Such  an  event  occurred  at  the  Krotz  Springs  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Dec.  4, 1999.  It  started  out  as  a 
conversation  between  Amy  Mercer  from  Asbury  UMC 
and  myself  months  earlier  about  utilizing  some  vaca¬ 
tion  bible  school  resources.  Since  it  was  too  late  to  do  a 


A  child  traces  the  words  on  the  Lord's  Table  during 
an  Advent  youth  day  at  Krotz  Springs  UMC. 

vacation  bible  school,  we  discussed  the  idea  of  a  mini¬ 
school  focusing  on  Advent  to  be  held  the  first  Saturday 
in  December. 

The  rest  is  history. 

Thanks  to  the  planning  and  hard  work  of  Amy,  Beth 


Fuselier  and  Jane  Blackwell  and  encouragement  from 
Laura  Brown,  our  district  missioner,  the  day  went  well 
beyond  our  expectations.  We  had  over  30  children  and 
12  volunteers  packed  around  the  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
sanctuary.  We  started  out  with  Playdough  learning 
about  God’s  creations.  Then  we  broke  out  into  four 
groups  focused  around  the  Advent  theme.  There  were 
the  shepherds,  the  prophets,  Bethlehem  and  the  angel 
groups.  We  rotated  the  children  from  group  to  group 
making  crafts,  singing  songs  and  learning  scripture. 

When  we  are  busy  doing  his  work,  God  occasional¬ 
ly  drops  a  sign  to  say,  “  I’m  watching  you.  Keep  up  the 
good  work.”  Such  a  sign  came  in  the  morning  session 
when  we  caught  on  camera  little  Samantha  tracing 
with  her  tiny  fingers  along  the  carved  words,  “THIS 
DO  IN  REMBRANCE  OF  ME,”  on  the  Lord’s  Table. 
What  a  blessing  to  see  the  children  come  together, 
first  timidly,  then  with  the  passion  that  Jesus  said  we 
should  all  possess. 

Words  cannot  really  describe  the  magic  of  that  day 
in  December  where  we  all  rejoiced  in  serving  the  Lord. 
It  reminded  us  of  the  really  important  things  in  life.  We 
plan  to  have  a  repeat  performance  next  year,  same 
time-same  place.  And,  we  are  planning  a  similar  event 
around  Easter  at  Port  Barre.  Life  is  good  when  God  is  in 
charge!  God  bless  you  as  we  wait  upon  the  Lord. 

Editor's  note:  The  one-day  VBS  was  conceived  and 
planned  for  small  congregations.  For  more  information 
about  the  basic  plan  and  schedule,  please  contact  Amy 
Mercer,  Acadiana  District  Ministry  Team. 


Acadiana  District  UMW 
holds  annual  meeting 


BY  BETTY  TRIPP 

NORTHWOOD  UMC 

The  Acadiana  District  United 
Methodist  Women  held  their  annual 
meeting  in  November  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Baldwin.  Laura  Brown, 
Acadiana  District  missioner,  was  the 
speaker. 

During  the  meeting,  retiring  offi¬ 
cers  were  recognized  and  officers 
for  the  year  2000  were  installed. 


They  are:  Kathleen  Phillips,  presi¬ 
dent;  Melba  Jackson,  vice  president; 
Nordine  Broussard,  secretary; 

Linda  Theriot,  treasurer. 
Coordinators  are:  Becky  Watson, 
spiritual  growth;  Idella  Stevenson, 
education  and  mission;  Joan  Miller, 
social  action;  Joyce  Thibodeaux, 
membership  and  outreach;  Peggy 
Butler,  program  resources;  Cheryl 
Milburn,  communications;  Alva 
Chretian,  nominations  chair. 


Acadiana  District  UMW  officers  for  2000  were  installed  during  the  district  meeting 
in  November. 


January  27,2000 


Louisiana  Conference  Nt)fn! 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


5 


Seiper  community  gets  involved  in  building 
project  that  makes  a  difference  to  seniors 


BY  ROSA  FIELDS 

DISTRICT  COMMUNICATION  ADVISOR 


The  Seiper  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  demonstrated  an 
ecumenical  spirit  through  a  wonder¬ 
ful  undertaking  in  their  community. 
The  Seiper  church  is  a  small,  rural 
church  located  in  the  heart  of  the 
town.  Its  members  are  a  very  sharing 
group  of  Christians. 

For  a  number  of  years,  the  church 
has  shared  its  building  with  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  Wayside  Baptist  Church. 
Last  April,  a  group  of  senior  citiizens 
from  the  community  approached  the 
church  in  need  of  a  location  to  meet 
and  receive  meals  provided  by  the 
parish  senior  citizen  center.  At  their 
first  gathering,  25  senior  citizens 
attended.  It  became  apparent  that  the 
small  kitchen  area  of  the  church  was 
not  adequate  to  accomodate  the 
growing  group.  The  senior  citizens 
began  a  fund-raising  effort  to  enlarge 
the  size  of  the  meeting  area. 

Soon  the  entire  community  got 


Seiper  UMC  members  welcomed  District  Missioner  Pam  Crews  (second  from  left)  to 


their  new  fellowship  hall. 

involved  and  helped  with  the  effort. 
Two  barbeque  dinner  sales  were  held 
with  both  churches  donating  the 
profits  to  the  building  fund.  Former 
community  and  church  members 
heard  about  the  building  project  and 
made  generous  donations  which 
went  toward  buying  building  sup¬ 
plies.  The  parish  sheriff’s  office  even 


donated  labor  to  help  with  construc¬ 
tion. 

The  church  and  community  now 
has  a  wonderful  fellowship  hall  where 
they  can  gather  and  share  ideas.  The 
seniors  group  has  grown  to  30  mem¬ 
bers  who  gather  twice  a  week  to  have 
a  meal  and  work  on  craft  projects. 

Last  Christmas,  the  group  dressed 


Alexandria  District 

2350-A  Methodist  Parkway 
Alexandria,  LA  71485 
(318)  443-3213 

E-mail:  umcalxds@iamerica.net 

Rev.  William  Youngblood 
District  Superintendent 
Rosa  Fields 

District  Communication  Advisor 
Pam  Crews 
District  Missioner 


Welcome  Rosa  Fields,  new 
district  communication  advisor. 

Please  send  your  church  news  to 
her  at 

PO.  Box  5021 
Alexandria,  LA  71307 
(318)  443-8429 


teddy  bears  for  the  local  Salvation 
Army’s  Christmas  baskets.  The  entire 
community  participates  in  a  potluck 
dinner  held  once  a  month  at  the  cen¬ 
ter. 

What  a  difference  working  together 
makes!  Many  of  the  senior  citizens 
who  were  depressed  and  bored  now 
have  a  smile  and  a  spring  in  their 
step  since  the  center  opened.  Praise 
God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow! 


Kids  Hope  gives  First  UMC  a  time,  place  to  'be  there'  for  a  child 


KIDS  HOPE  USA  children  enjoy  an  outing  with  their  mentors. 


A  kindergarten  boy  at  North 
Natchitoches  Elementary  School 
looks  at  his  new  First  United 
Methodist  Church  mentor,  and  in 
response  to  a  question  of  what  he 
wants  to  be  when  he  grows  up,  he 
says  he  wishes  he  could  do  back  flips. 
His  mentor,  chosen  without  this 
knowledge,  but  chosen  through 
prayer  and  God’s  direction,  says, 
“You’ve  come  to  the  right  place." 

She’s  the  only  mentor  with  that  skill, 
and  she  was  chosen  for  this  child 
only  -  she  can  teach  him  to  do  back 
flips  as  she  teaches  him  to  recognize 
his  letters  and  to  count.  This  is  only 
one  of  many  miracle  stories  coming 
from  a  relationship  between  little 
children  who  have  never  had  much 
attention  and  church  members  with  a 
need  to  share  their  love. 

Natchitoches  ranks  very  high 
among  Louisiana  parishes  in  juvenile 
crime  rates,  numbers  of  students  sus¬ 
pended  and  expelled,  abuse  and  neg¬ 
lect  cases,  low  test  scores,  and  on  and 
on.  First  UMC  in  Natchitoches 
searched  for  some  time  for  a  way  to 
reach  the  children  of  its  community, 
knowing  attention  given  to  children 
at  a  young  age  can  be  influential  in 
determining  their  academic  success 
and  overall  success  in  life.  After¬ 
school  programs  at  the  church  were 
considered,  but  prior  experience  had 
shown  that  those  children  needing  it 
most  would  not  be  able  to  get  there, 
or  would  be  afraid  to  come. 

And  then,  KIDS  HOPE  USA  was 
discovered!  This  national  program 
has  been  successful  everywhere  it  has 
been  initiated.  It  teams  a  church  with 
a  school,  and  serves  high  risk  ele¬ 
mentary  school  students  through  a 
mentoring  program  which  takes 


place  in  the  school. 

“One  School,  One 
Church,  One  Child, 

One  Hour”  is  the 
theme  of  this  one- 
on-one  mentoring 
program  which 
sends  a  church 
member  into  a 
school  to  work  with 
a  child  one  hour 
each  week.  This 
mentor  is  support¬ 
ed  by  a  prayer  part¬ 
ner  who  is  kept 
informed  of  the 
child’s  progress  and 
is  an  integral  part 
of  the  program. 

Others  in  the 
church  plan  events 
for  the  children 
and  their  families 
(the  youth  are 
planning  a 
Valentine's  Day 
Party)  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  families 
come  to  these 
events  because  they  have  a  special 
relationship  with  their  mentors.  The 
children,  mentors,  and  prayer  part¬ 
ners  all  have  KIDS  HOPE  T-shirts.  The 
children  wear  the  shirts  proudly  - 
they  belong  to  something  good. 

The  KIDS  HOPE  program  has  a 
salaried  part-time  director  who  was 
trained  by  the  national  staff  of  KIDS 
HOPE.  The  mentors  and  substitute 
mentors  are  interviewed,  screened, 
and  trained.  Sara  Kate  Shorter,  the 
director  at  First  UMC,  reports  she 
cannot  get  through  a  day  without  a 
mentor  calling  to  report  on  the  won¬ 
derful  successes  and  experiences 


with  his  or  her  child.  Teachers  report 
that  children  who  came  to  kinder¬ 
garten  unable  to  respond  to  their 
teaching  efforts,  are  now  doing  well 
after  only  two  months  of  visits  from 
their  mentor. 

When  the  mentors  began  their 
work  in  November,  these  children 
could  not  recognize  the  letters  the 
rest  of  the  class  had  learned  in  the 
first  months  of  school.  Now,  they 
know  those  letters  -  along  with  the 
new  ones  which  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  -  because  they  have  been 
shown  what  it  means  to  learn  and 
that  they  can  do  it.  In  the  fall  of  2000, 
the  number  of  mentors  and  children 


served  by  the  church  will  double,  and 
there  is  active  outreach  to  other 
churches  so  that  every  elementary 
school  in  the  community  will  eventu¬ 
ally  have  a  partner  church. 

The  KIDS  HOPE  informational 
video  depicts  a  church  member  who 
indicates  that  if  he  just  knew  what  to 
do  to  help  a  child,  had  a  time  and  a 
place,  he  would  be  there.  First  UMC 
members  say,  “At  our  church  we’ve 
discovered  what  to  do,  we  have  a  time 
and  a  place,  and  we’re  there.” 

If  you  would  like  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  this  program,  call  Sara 
Kate  Shorter  at  First  UMC, 
Natchitoches,  at  (318)  357-8581. 
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Congo  religious  leaders  work  for  peace 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  group  of  religious  leaders  from  the  Democratic  Republic 
of  Congo  is  attempting  to  bring  reconciliation  to  their  war-tom  country.  The  six  lead¬ 
ers,  inducting  United  Methodist  Bishop  Fama  Onema,  traveled  to  NewYork  to  attend 
a  Jan.  24  special  session  of  the  U.N.  Security  Council  about  the  situation  M  the 

tells  hnefiy  f  eCr;:fState  MadeUne  Albright-  They  participated  in  a 
te.  25  briefing  at  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries'  headquarters 

KahU]^1316  g0al"whlch  bas  received  the  blessing  of  Congo  President  Laurent 
Kabtia-  is  to  organize  a  consultation  to  foster  reconciliation  among  divided  groups  in 

“ratl°n  ant  ™°ve  toward  implementation  of  the  Lakasa  peace  accord 

bdtee  rte6  !Ummer  °f  19f  •  "™e  are  caJlmg  rhis  national  consultation  because  we 
Sr  asefon  of  exchange  and  conversation  many  obstacles  to  the  dia- 

SeS,SemH  6  !nter-Cong°lese  Dialogue,  which  is  the  hope  for  peace 

ten  statemem.  m  regi°n’  ^  be  3  SUCCeSS'”  ** leaders  said  in  a writ- 

ChShL?  ThS  bavenreceiyed  assistance  in  their  efforts  from  the  AH  Africa  Council  of 
Churches.  The  Rev.  Daniel  Ngoy  Mulunda-Nyanga,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  and 
courted  staff  member  who  accompanied  the  group,  said  the  implementation  of  the 
peace  accord  is  the  only  hope  we  have,  but  people  are  so  divided  ” 

Although  representatives  from  Uganda,  Rwanda  and  Bumndi  will  be  invited  to  the 
consultation,  we  have  to  find  reconciliation  first  in  our  own  country  and  then  go  into 
other  countries,  Onema  declared.  He  also  serves  as  vice  president  of  the  All  Africa 
Council  of  Churches. 

English-speaking  pastor  needed  in  Italy 

The  English-speaking  Methodist  Church  in  Mite,  Italy  needs  volunteer  pastors  for 
May  /  June  arid  July /August,  2000.  A  five-room  furnished  flat  is  provided  rent-free  in 
the  church  building.  This  congregation  is  very  active  in  ministry  to  refugees 

For  more  information,  contact  Walt  and  Betty  Whitehurst,  consultants  for  individ¬ 
ual  volunteers,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  at  1761  Princess  Anne  Rd„  Virginia 
Beach,  VA  23456,  phone  (757)426-2461,  fax  (757)426-3742, 

E-mail:<IndVol@aol.com>. 

United  Methodist  Women  will  monitor  global  media 

NEWYORK  (UMNS)  —The  world’s  media  will  come  under  scrutiny  for  a  day  in 
February,  as  groups  in  about  80  countries  monitor  the  portrayal  and  representation 
of  women  in  the  news  on  television,  radio  and  in  newspapers.  At  its  October  board 
meeting,  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
agreed  be  one  of  the  monitoring  organizations.  It  is  urging  the  one  million  members 
of  United  Methodist  Women  to  participate.  The  results  of  the  project  will  be  present¬ 
ed  at  the  review  of  the  Fourth  United  Nations  World  Conference  on  Women  in  June, 
and  will  be  published  later  in  the  year  in  print  and  on  the  Internet.  The  Global  Media 
Monitoring  Project  2000  is  the  second  of  its  kind.  United  Methodist  Women  members 
participated  in  the  first,  which  was  held  in  January  1995  and  organized  by 
Media  Watch  Canada.  It  involved  hundreds  of  volunteers  in  71  countries  contributing 
49,000  data  records.  The  project  resulted  in  a  report  entitled  “The  Global  Media 
Monitoring  Project:  Women’s  Participation  in  the  News." 

This  second  monitoring  effort  is  being  organized  by  the  World  Association  for 
Christian  Communication  (WACC)  in  collaboration  with  Erin  Research, 
MediaWatch  Canada  and  media  specialist  Margaret  Gallagher.  It  aims  to  assess 
changes  that  have  occurred  in  half  a  decade.  It  will  provide  insight  into  the  role  of 
women  in  the  media  in  the  21st  century  and  in  the  context  of  the  advancements 
made  in  media  technology. 

Five  years  ago,  the  first  monitoring  project  revealed  that  while  women  accounted 
for  43  percent  of  journalists,  they  represented  only  17  percent  of  interviewees,  and  29 
percent  of  those  were  victims  of  accidents,  crime  and  similar  events.  In  stories  about 
politics  and  government,  only  seven  percent  of  interviewees  were  female. 

“With  this  second  global  initiative,  women  will  reveal  how  far  the  world’s  media 
have  moved  since  1995  towards  reflecting  diversity,”  said  Gallagher,  who  has  acted  as 
a  consultant  to  WACC  throughout  the  process  of  organizing  the  2000  project. 

WACC  is  an  international,  ecumenical  organization  with  some  800  corporate  and 
personal  members  in  115  countries.  Jts  main  focus  is  to  promote  democratic  struc¬ 
tures  of  communication.  The  2000  project’s  long-term  objective  is  to  create  more 
gender-sensitive  media  that  reflect  the  diverse  roles  of  women  in  society. 


HOLY  BOLDNESS  URBAN 
ENCAMPMENT  TO  FORM  PRIOR  TO 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

At  the  1997  Holy  Boldness  Urban 
Convocation  in  San  Francisco,  partic¬ 
ipants  were  challenged  to  hold  an 
urban  spiritual  encampment  as  a  wit¬ 
ness  for  General  Conference  2000. 

The  National  Urban\Strategy  Council, 
Office  of  Urban  Ministry  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  a  local  planning  team  from  the 
East  and  West  Ohio  Conferences  have 
been  diligent  in  planning  such  an 
event. 

Scheduled  for  April  28-30,  the 
Urban  Encampment  will  include 
revival  services  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  nights,  a  candlelight  vigil  at 
the  Convention  Center,  hands  on 
experience  in  six  goal  areas  of  the 
Holy  Boldness  plan  at  local  sites  and 
other  worship  experiences. 

A  large  tent  will  be  erected  at  St. 
Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church 
on  the  near  east  side  of  Cleveland  and 
will  serve  as  a  real  and  symbolic  struc¬ 
ture  for  our  encampment.  Friday 
night’s  revival  speaker  will  be  Bishop 
Felton  May  (Baltimore  Washington 
Area)  who  will  set  the  stage  for  those 
gathered  to  be  a  spiritual  witness  to  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  and  to  the  General 
Conference  delegates  who  will  be 
arriving  on  Sunday.  Sunday  morning, 
Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  (Tennessee 
Area)  will  lead  the  worship. 

Housing  for  the  event  will  be  avail¬ 
able  at  the  Hampton  Inn,  downtown 
Cleveland  or  at  Lakewood  UMC 
where  floor  space  and  roll-away  beds 
are  available.  Meals  will  be  provided 
by  local  congregations. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
on  the  Urban  Encampment,  please 
contact:  Rev.  Jeffrey  Irwin,  1300 
Monroe  Ave.,  P.O.  Box  40006, 

Memphis,  TN  38114-  0006. 

"WELCOMING  THE  STRANGER" 

IS  FOCUS  OF  ST.  PAUL  SPRING 
CONSULTATION 

The  spring,  2000,  Consultation  on 
Town  and  Country  Ministries  at  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology  will  be  titled 
“Welcoming  the  Stranger:  The  Rural 
Church  Encounters  New  Neighbors.” 
This  17th  annual  consultation  will  be 
held  March  21-23,  on  the  Saint  Paul 


campus,  5123  Truman  Road,  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Drawing  upon  experienced  leader¬ 
ship  from  around  the  region  as  pre¬ 
senters  and  workshop  leaders,  the 
consultation  will  examine  such  sub¬ 
jects  as  ministries  to  Hispanic  popu¬ 
lations,  ministries  to  "unchurched” 
children  and  families,  prison  min¬ 
istries,  ministries  in  “urban  fringe” 
areas,  and  the  theological,  spiritual, 
social  and  organizational  issues 
involved.  Also  featured  will  be  two 
members  of  the  Saint  Paul  faculty: 

Dr. Young  Ho  Chun  will  present 
“Theological  Bases  for  Multi-cultural 
Ministry,”  and  Dr.  Hal  Knight  will  lead 
sessions  on  “Rural  Evangelism: 
Ministries  with  the  Unchurched.” 

For  further  information  or  to  regis¬ 
ter  contact:  Nicole  Schoenhals,  Town 
and  Country  Consultation,  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  5123  Truman 
Road,  Kansas  City,  Missouri  64127 
(816)  483-9600,  ext.  139;  E-mail: 
NicoleS@spst.edu. 

APRIL  TELECONFERENCE  TARGETS 
LIFE  DECISIONS 

NEWYORK  (UMNS)  —  A  satellite 
teleconference,  set  for  April  25,  will 
explore  “beginning  of  life”  decisions  in 
the  context  of  recent  medical  advances 
and  new  scientific  technology. 

The  event,  “Does  God  Care  How 
We  Make  Babies?  Ethical  Concerns 
about  Reproductive  Choices,  Cloning 
and  Abortion,”  will  air  from  1 1:30 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Eastern  time.  United 
Methodist  Communications  and  the 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  are  sponsor¬ 
ing  the  teleconference,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Women’s  Division, 

United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

Garlinda  Burton,  editor  of 
Interpreter  magazine,  will  be  the 
moderator.  For  more  information 
about  the  teleconference  or  about 
hosting  a  downlink  site,  call  (212) 
870-3802  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
umtc@interport.net. 

Information  also  is  available  on 
the  Internet  at 

www.umc.org/umtc/choices  or 
www.umc.org/umns. 


CONFERENCE 


Leave  No  Child 
BehincT 

Taking  Responsibility  for  Our 
Children  in  the  2 1st  Century 

March  25-28, 2000  •  Hilton  New 
York  City-  1-800-CDF-1200 


Leblanc  will  chair  the  subcommittee 

on  Broken  Families  and  Current 
Family  Realities.  Other  Task  Force 
members  were  asked  to  select  the 
subcommittee  they  wish  to  assist. 
Clergy  and  laity  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference  with  expertise  and  interest  in 
these  matters  are  invited  and  encour¬ 
aged  to  contact  any  of  these  chair¬ 
persons  to  become  part  of  the  plan¬ 
ning  team  for  this  conference. 

These  five  areas  will  be  explored  in 
two-day  interactive  sessions  led  by 
state  and  national  experts  in  each  field. 


continued  from  Page  7 


A  very  special  dedication  and  worship 
service  to  which  families  throughout 
the  state  will  be  invited  will  be  the 
highlight  of  Monday  evening.  A 
nationally  recognized  speaker  will  be 
engaged  for  that  worship  event. 

A  small  fee  will  be  a  charged  for  the 
conference  to  cover  meals  and  printed 
materials  offered  to  attendees.  Further 
announcements  about  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  project  and  the  Rural 
Poverty  Conference  will  be  given  at 
Annual  Conference  2000. 
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IN  BRIEF 


Men’s  agency  welcomes  Supreme  Court  review  of  Boy 
Scouts  case 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  men’s  agency  said  it  welcomes  a 
decision  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  hear  a  contro¬ 
versial  case  on  whether  the  Boy  Scouts  can  bar  homo¬ 
sexuals  from  leadership  positions. 

The  Supreme  Court  said  on  Jan.  14  that  it  would  ren¬ 
der  a  ruling  by  July  on  whether  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  can  exclude  homosexuals  as  troop  leaders. 

The  high  court  will  decide  if  the  Boy  Scout  organization 
had  a  constitutional  right  to  oust  a  troop  leader  after 
learning  he  is  homosexual. 

“We  are  pleased  that  the  Supreme  Court  decided  to 
hear  the  case.  It  is  critical  that  there  be  some  definitive 
decision  on  the  privacy  of  a  nonprofit  organization  to 
choose  its  leadership  according  to  their  historical  crite¬ 
ria,”  said  the  Rev.  Joseph  Harris,  top  executive  at  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  United  Methodist 
Men.  “This  is  why  we  joined  the  amicus  brief.” 

Horse  sale  reins  in  $3.9M  for  church  relocation  project 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Harold  Harrison  had  already 
committed  to  underwriting  the  entire  cost  of  a  new 
church  home  for  Bethlehem  United  Methodist  Church 
when  he  received  confirmation  in  an  unexpected  way. 

A  yearling  from  his  horse  farm  sold  for  a  whopping 
$3.9  million  at  an  auction  in  Kentucky-eight  times 
what  he  expected-and  was  the  exact  amount  of  the 
projected  cost  of  the  new  building. 

“The  good  Lord  was  looking  after  me,”  said 
Harrison,  79,  a  lifelong  member  of  Bethlehem  UMC. 
The  owner  of  Harrison  Poultry  Inc.,  he  is  a  self-made 
millionaire  who  has  always  been  generous  to  his  local 
church,  to  other  United  Methodist  causes  and  to  his 
community. 

“We  feel  it  (the  sale  of  the  horse)  was  God’s  way  of 
giving  back  what  Mr.  Harrison  had  so  generously  given 
to  us,”  said  the  Rev.  Rebecca  D.  Jones,  pastor  of  the  200- 
member  Bethlehem  church  located  in  Barrow  County 
between  Athens  and  Atlanta. 

South  Carolina  bishop  calls  for  removal  of 
Confederate  flag 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (UMNS)  -  United  Methodist 
Bishop  J.  Lawrence  McCleskey  was  among  more  than 
46,000  people  gathered  at  the  statehouse  to  urge  legis¬ 
lators  to  remove  the  Confederate  flag  from  atop  the 
building’s  dome. 

Sponsored  by  the  National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People  and  the  Christian 
Action  CounciJ,  the  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day  rally  on 
Jan.  17  featured  more  than  35  religious  and  secular 
leaders  calling  for  die  removal  of  the  Confederate  flag. 

“This  conflict  cries  out  for  resolution,”  said 
McCleskey. 

The  South  Carolina  Annual  Conference,  which 
passed  a  resolution  last  year  calling  for  removal  of  the 
flag,  recognizes  the  conflicting  symbolism  of  the 
Confederate  banner,  the  bishop  said. 

The  "one  intent  of  the  major  religious  traditions”  is 
to  help  people  live  together  in  unity  with  justice, 
McCleskey  said. 


Pastor  back  among  the  living 


BACK  AMONG  THE  LIVING 
--  James  Kemp,  a  disabled 
United  Methodist  pastor 
in  Lexington,  Ky.,  was 
declared  dead  in 
September  by  the  Social 
Security  Administration 
and  Medicare.  Only  after 
his  story  came  to  the 
attention  of  the  media 
the  first  week  of  January 
did  Medicare  return  him 
to  the  ranks  of  the  living 
and  resume  paying  his 
medical  bills.  Kemp  says  a 
combination  of  faith  and 
laughter  helps  him  cope 
with  his  multiple  sclero¬ 
sis.  He  continues  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  others  as  they  visit 
him  and  through  his  Web 
site.  A  UMNS  photo  by 
Diane  Vanderford. 


Fire,  flood,  storm  do  not  stop 


pre-conference  briefing 


CLEVELAND  (UMNS)  - 
Fire,  flood  and  snow  had 
some  United  Methodists 
wondering  about  plagues 
and  punishments  at  the  Pre- 
General  Conference  News 
Briefing  Jan.  13-15.  The 
event  is  held  every  four 
years  to  help  United 
Methodist  communicators 
and  heads  of  delegations 
prepare  for  the  General 
Conference  that  follows  a 
few  months  later.  This  year’s 
briefing  drew  300  people. 
General  Conference,  the 
church’s  highest  legislative 
gathering,  will  be  held  May 
2-12  in  Cleveland. 

The  day  before  the  brief¬ 
ing  began,  the  Sheraton 
Cleveland  City  Centre  Hotel 
was  evacuated  because  of  a 


'CLOWN  COMMUNION'  ~  Ralph  Aurendt 
of  the  Cleveland  Praise  Ministry  offers 
holy  communion  to  participants  at  the 
Pre-General  Conference  News  Briefing 
in  Cleveland. The  Christian  Clowning 
ministry  has  traveled  through  1 5  states 
since  its  beginning  in  1 985.  A  UMNS 
photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


fire.  After  people  were 
allowed  to  return  to  the  hotel,  a  water  main  broke,  flooding  downtown 
with  25  million  gallons  of  water. 

This  year’s  briefing  program  moved  away  from  the  traditional  for¬ 
mat  of  agency  and  caucus  representatives  telling  about  program  pro¬ 
posals.  Longer,  but  fewer,  sessions  focused  on  major  issues  such  as  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  recommendations  for  a  global  church;  a 
session  on  the  Act  of  Repentance  and  Reconciliation  for  racism  that 
will  be  held  during  General  Conference;  and  a  discussion  of  the  issues 
surrounding  homosexuality.  Worship  services  were  provided  by  people 
from  the  Ohio  East  Conference  and  concluded  with  a  highly  symbolic 
“Clown  Communion”  by  the  Cleveland  Praise  Ministry. 
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Cleaver  Program 
inauguration  set 
at  Saint  Paul 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO-Inaugurai 
events  have  been  announced  for  the 
new  Cleaver  Program  in  Religion  and 
Public  Life  at  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  here.  The  Greater  Kansas 
City  Chamber  of  Commerce  initiated 
the  effort  to  endow  this  program  last 
spring  in  honor  of  Rev.  Emanuel 
Cleaver  II,  upon  the  completion  of  his 
eight  years  as 
mayor  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

The  program 
seeks  to  build 
upon  the  former 
mayor’s  efforts  to 
make  Kansas 
City  a  model  of 
civic  life,  infused 
with  those  reli¬ 
gious  values 
shared  by  many 
traditions  that 
make  for  toler¬ 
ance,  inclusive¬ 
ness,  justice,  and 
the  well  being  of 
all  citizens.  Saint 
Paul  School  of 
Theology,  a  United  Methodist  semi¬ 
nary  from  which  Cleaver  received  his 
seminary  degree  in  1972,  was  selected 
to  host  this  program. 

The  inaugural  events  will  begin 
with  a  lecture  by  Rev.  Cleaver,  on 
Monday,  Feb.  28  at  7  p.m.  at  the  Holter 
Center  on  the  seminary  campus.  The 
lecture  will  be  followed  by  a  “Town 
Meeting”  discussion.  A  reception  will 
follow. 

On  Tuesday,  Feb.  29,  Cleaver  will 
preach  in  Kresge  Chapel  on  the  semi¬ 
nary  campus  at  11:00  a.m.  The  service 
of  worship  will  include  a  litany  of 
installation  fer  him  as  lecturer  in 
Religion  and  Public  Life.  Cleaver  will 
give  leadership  to  this  program  as  he 
continues  his  primary  responsibilities 
as  pastor  of  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Both  events  are  free  and  open  to 
the  public.  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  is  located  at  5123  Truman 
Road.  For  more  information,  please 
call  (816)  483-9600,  ext  119. 

Editor’s  note:  Cleaver  was  a  keynote 
speaker  at  the  Louisiana  Conference’s 
Faith-based  Workforce  Developmental 
Conference  in  Alexandria  last  fall. 


Emanuel  Cleaver,  II 
Photo  by 

Bobbie  Armstrong 


South  Central 

Over  500  leaders  of 
The  United  Methodist 
Church  plan  to  meet 
in  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico  from  July  12-15 
at  the  Hyatt-Regency 
Hotel.  Bishop  Alfred  L. 

Norris,  who  resides  in 
Albuquerque,  will  host 
the  event.  Bishop 
Norris  serves  the  New  Mexico  and 


Jurisdictional 

Northwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference 
Areas. 

The  Albuquerque 
meeting  will  gather 
delegates  from  the 
geographic  area  called 
the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  which 
includes  Arkansas, 
Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missouri, 


Conference 

Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma, 
and  Texas. 

The  theme  of  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  is  “The  Ageless  Story  for 
New  Century.”  Its  guiding  scripture  is 
Hebrews  13:8:  “Jesus  Christ  is  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  tomorrow.’ 
A  highlight  of  the  meeting  will  be  the 
election  of  at  least  three  new  bishops 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Bishop  Raymond  H.  Owen  of  the 


slated  for  July 

Rio  Grande  and  South  West  Texas 
Annual  Conferences  will  preach  for 
the  opening  Memorial-Communion 
Service.  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference  will 
deliver  the  State  of  the  Church 
Address.  At  the  end  of  the  conference, 
Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  of  the  - 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will 
preach  at  the  Consecration  service 
for  newly  elected  bishops. 


Bishop  Alfred 
L.  Norris, 
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Louisiana  Conference  Ntitol 


January  27,2000 


You  are  invited  to  attend 
the  Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission  Celebration 


VIM 


February  20,  2000 
3:00  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Louisiana  Conference  Center 
Woodworth,  LA 
By  Reservation  Only 
$17.50  per  person 
Registration  forms  available  by 
calling  the  VIM  Offices  at 
888-239-5286. 


0  N  T  H  E 

MISSION  FIELD 


In  each  issue  of  Louisiana  NOW  dur¬ 
ing  2000,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  wants  you  to  be  aware  of  those 
who  engaged  in  Conference  mission 
teams.  Please  keep  these  teams  and 
their  leaders  in  prayer  as  well  as  those 
to  whom  they  are  in  mission: 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico  (Medical) 
February  3-6  -  Rev.  Steve  Stephens, 
Team  Leader 

San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras  (Medical) 
February  19-27  -  Rev.  Tracy  Mackenzie 
and  Gordon  Frenzel,  Team  Leaders 

VIM  CELEBRATION  2000  -  February 
20  -  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman,  Director 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  Joe  McClain,  pastor,  First  UMC, 
Slidell,  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Sally  Tyron,  Dec.  14, 1999.  Her  funeral 
was  held  Dec.  16  in  Selmer,  Term. 

Mrs.  Joan  Potter,  wife  of  Dr.  Robert 
Potter,  retired  (Shreveport  District),  on 
the  death  of  her  brother,  Mr.  David 
Hardy.  His  funeral  was  held  Dec.  17, 1999 
at  White  Castle  UMC  in  Collieville,  Texas. 

the  family  of  Rev.  Lee  Jennings, 
retired  (Shreveport  District),  who  died 
Jan.  8.  His  funeral  was  held  Jan.  15  at 
New  light  UMC  in  Benton. 

Rev.  Glinda  Doucet,  pastor,  Lahey 
Chapel-Siepter  Charge  (Alexandria 
District),  on  the  death  of  her  mother 
Jan.  12.  Her  funeral  was  held  Jan.  14 
in  Bunkie. 

the  family  of  Rev.  Emeal  Ennis, 
retired  (Baton  Rouge  District),  who 
passed  away  Jan.  15.  His  funeral  was 
held  Jan. 22  at  Wesley  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

the  family  of  Dr.  Merlin  Merrill, 

retired  (Ruston  District),  who  died 
Jan.  20  following  a  long  illness.  His 
funeral  was  held  Jan.  22  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Ruston. 

Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  retired  (Ruston 
District),  on  the  death  of  his  daughter, 
Karen  Vining,  Jan.  27  in  Tyler,  Texas.  Her 
funeral  was  held  Jan.  30  at  Trinity  UMC 
in  Ruston. 


"""-Takin'  It  To  the  Streets  2000! 

NEW  ORLEANS! 

Friday,  March  17  -  Sunday,  March  19'""- 
Come, "Make  A  Christian  Difference"  in  the  lives  of 
those  less  fortunate  in  the  descent  City! 

Lis  fe  te 

Louisiana  Volunteers  inMnsifti  is  partnering 
with  the  City  of  NevWfrteans  tomjd 
J^ftfcajMajnpsl (or  tlro£  less  fortumte. 
The  costis  $30  per  person,  which  includes 
most  meals^ffiftp^^nd  a  grea|  seafood 
celebration  on  Saturday  gVerimg  featuring*^ 
jazz  band  Sharon  Martinftajtfjl  Snap  Beans! 
Individuals  and  groups  of  all^RafKNlcome. 
Each  Louisiana  Conference  ISsiftmtfth  is 
challenged  to  supply  one  or  more  ramp 
building  teams. 

For  further  information  contact  the 
Louisiana  VIM  Office  at  888-239-5286. 

See  you  in  New  Orleans,  March  (17-19! 


PELICAN  BRIEFS 


New  Orleans 
pastor  authors 
new  Discipleship 
Resources 
publication 

Dr.  Peter  Harrington,  pastor  of  St. 
Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie,  has  been  chosen  to  author  a 
new  specialty  book  specifically  for  use 
with  those  who  are  new  to  Christianity 
or  inquiring  of  its  basic  tenets.  The 
FAQ’s  of  New  Christians  was  written  as  a 
tool  for  use  with  inquirers’  classes,  those 
dubious  about  the  faith,  and  those  com¬ 
pletely  unfamiliar  with  the  language  of 
Christianity. 

Draft  copies  of  The 
FAQ’s  of  New  Christians 
(Frequently  Asked 
Questions)  were  used  in 
numerous  Sunday 
schools  in  churches  of 
various  sizes  throughout 
Tennessee.  The  response 
was  so  enthusiastic  as  a 
tool  for  stimulating  fur¬ 
ther  interest  and  inquiry,  that  the  book 
was  hurried  into  publication  and  is  now 
in  print  The  Florida  Annual  Conference 
has  ordered  several  hundred  to  be  used 
in  Evangelism  and  Outreach  programs 
there. 

“The  FAQ’s’’  will  be  listed  in  the  next 
issue  of  both  Cokesbury  and 
Discipleship  Resources  catalog  and  is 
available  for  delivery  now. 

Church’s  steeple  to  be 
removed,  overhauled 

SHREVEPORT  (AP)-The  casino  hotels 
under  construction  won’t  be  the  only 
reason  massive  cranes  stretch  across 
much  of  downtown  Shreveport  in  com¬ 
ing  weeks. 

In  the  next  two  weeks,  a  crane  will  ift 
the  28-year-old  steeple  from  the  land¬ 
mark  First  United  Methodist  Church  so 
the  crown  of  one  of  only  a  few  remain¬ 
ing  churches  downtown  can  be  over¬ 
hauled. 

During  the  month  following,  a  con¬ 
tractor  will  repair  broken  windows, 
replace  the  lighting  system  and  spray 
on  a  layer  of  white  ceramic  coating. 

From  The  Advocate  (Baton  Rouge) 


CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 

3-4 

Conference  Pre-Retirement  Conference 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

3-6 

VIM  (Medical/Construction) 

Rio  Bravo, 

Mexico 

3-Mayll 

FAITHQUEST  Bible  Study 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

4-5 

CEF  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

5 

Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education 

Dillard  University, 

New  Orleans 

5 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  Mission 

Conference  Center, 

Personnel  Committee 

Woodworth 

6 

Louisiana  Prison  Special  Offering 

7-10 

Track  IV,  Spiritual  Directions 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

11 

Conference  Mission  Funding  Team 

La.  Conference  Center, 

Budget  Meetiing 

Woodworth 

11-13 

Sr.  High  Retreat  #1 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

12 

Convocation  of  District  Teams 

First  UMC. 

Pineville 

LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK  2000 


Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


CHILDREN  &  POVERTY 
Issues  Before  the  Louisiana  Legislature 
A  PUBLIC  FORUM  FOR  ALL  CITIZENS 

Sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge  Council  on  Human  Relations 
Tuesday,  Feb.  15  —  7  p.m. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Corner  of  North  and  East  Boulevards, 

Baton  Rouge 


Topics  and  speakers  will  include: 

WHAT  IS  THE  NEED? 

Randy  Ewing,  Past  President,  Louisiana  Senate 
WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE? 

Health  Care  for  All  Children 

Sandra  Adams,  Maternal  &  Child  Health  Coalition 

Early  Childhood  Development 

Gwen  Hamilton  .Governor’s  Children’s  Cabinet 

WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK? 


Randy  Ewing 


Senator  Jay  Dardenne,  District  16  East  Baton  Rouge  Parish 
Rep.  Sharon  Weston  Broome 
District  29  East  and  West  Baton  Rouge  Parishes 
AUDIENCE  QUESTIONS  AND  COMMENTS 

Beth  Courtney,  President,  Louisiana  Public  Broadcasting —  Moderator 


All  attendees  will  receive  a  free  copy  of  “Fighting  Poverty,  Building  Community: 
A  Report  on  Poverty  in  Louisiana,”  a  powerful  study  issued  by  the  Council  for  a 
Better  Louisiana. 

Contact,  Rev.  Phil  Woodland  at  (225)  336-9801  for  information. 


HOW  TO  RAISE  CHILDREN  WITH  STRONG  MORALS  AND  VALUES 

Tuesday,  Feb.  8 — 7-9  p.m. 

Munholland  UMC,  1201  Metairie  Road,  Metairie 


This  free,  exciting  and  fun-packed  presentation  will  provide  parents  with 
extraordinarily  helpful  tips  for  teaching  children  a  core  set  of  morals  and  values 
that  includes  self-discipline,  henesty  and  respect  for  others.  Learn  ways  to  get 
children  to  cooperate  as  well  as  ways  to  help  them  develop  character,  a  winning 
attitude  and  self-confidence.  For  information  or  to  register,  call  (504)  843-5732. 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  LAITY  BANQUET 

“Plentiful  Harvest:  Empowering  Servant  Leaders 
March  23 — 7  p.m. 

Broadmoor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge 
Donations:  $12 

Speaker:  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  Conference  Lay  Leader 
Call  the  District  Office  at  (225)  296-0668  for  details. 
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Gammon's  McKelvey  tells  Denham 
Springs  gathering  to  'stand' against 
poverty,  racism,  violence/ 8 


My  Centenary  experience  has  made 
a  difference  /  2 

Louisiana  Outlook:  Upcoming  events 
of  interest/  3 

BR  University  UMC  seeing  new  pipe 
organ  and  sanctuary  redesign  /4 

The  wave  of  the  future/ 5 
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Members  of  the  Order  of  Deacons  were  the  first  group  to  walk  the  Louisiana 
Conference's  new  labyrinth.  The  portable  canvas  is  available  for  use  at  local 
churches  throughout  the  state.  Photos  by  Rena  Yocom 

Movable  labyrinth 
arrives  in 

Available  for  local 
churches'  use 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
has  acquired  a  canvas  labyrinth  for  use 
in  local  churches,  youth  gatherings  and 
Academy  retreats.  The  labyrinth  has 
been  used  as  a  sacred  path  of  prayer  and 
meditation  since  the  12th  century.  It  is 
patterned  after  the  medieval  labyrinth 
which  is  in  the  Chartres  Cathedral  just 
outside  of  Paris,  France. 

The  Academy  labyrinth  is  painted  on 
canvas  in  three  pieces  which  are  easily 
put  together  with  velcro.  It  is  kept  in  a 
portable  storage  container  which  can  be 
shipped  or  transported  as  needed.  The 
funds  for  its  purchase  were  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  the  generosity  of  Academy 
sojourners  and  the  Order  of  Deacons. 


Louisiana 


Rev.  Brunetta  Shamblin  pauses  at  the 
center  of  the  labyrinth  to  pray. 


Throughout  human  history,  people 
of  God  have  seen  their  lives  as  a  faith 
journey,  or  pilgrimage,  in  search  of  the 
holy.  The  first  Christians  were  called 
“people  of  the  Way”  and  they  willingly 
followed  the  path  Jesus  set  before 
them.  The  words,  “Life  is  a  journey, 
See  LABYRINTH,  Page  7 


FEBRUARY  10,2000 

Ezell  named  Lake 
Charles  District 
superintendent 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  has  announced 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  Douglas  Ezell  as 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District  effective  in  June.  Ezell  will 
replace  retiring  District  Superintendent 
Dr.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin. 

Ezell  has  been  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in 
New  Orleans  since  1995.  Prior  to  that,  he 
was  clinical  director  of 
the  Pastoral  Counseling 
Center  at  Mercy  Baptist 
Medical  Center  in  New 
Orleans,  pastor  of  Park 
Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  director  of 
the  Family  Development 
Center  at  the  Louisiana 
Methodist’s  Children 
Home  in  Ruston,  and  pastor  of  Wesley 
Chapel  UMC.  His  background  also 
includes  four  years  in  private  practice  as 
a  psychotherapist  and  pastoral  coun¬ 
selor  and  13  years  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  as  a  professor  of  both  ethics 
and  New  Testament. 

Ezell  currently  serves  on  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  the  Bio-Ethics 
Committee  of  Mercy  Baptist  Hospital 
and  the  American  Association  of 
Pastoral  Counselors  Membership 
Committee.  He  holds  a  bachelor’s 
degree  in  science  from  Louisiana  State 
University  in  Baton  Rouge  as  well  as 
Ph.D.  and  Master’s  of  Divinity  degrees 
from  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas.  Ezell  and  his  wife  Patricia 
have  a  daughter,  Laura,  and  a  son, 
Timothy. 


Opportunities/ 6 

UM  giving  to  general  fund  exceeds 
$103  million,  up  three  percent/  7 

■  Baton  Rouge 
District  / 4 

■  Lake  Charles 
District/ 5 

■  World  Watch/ 6 

■  Across  the 
Nation/ 7 


La.  Conference  director  to  host  international  pre-conference 
workshop  at  Religious  Communication  Congress  2000 


BY  BOBBIE  ARMSTRONG 

EDITOR 

The  excitement  mounts  as  the 
Religious  Communication  Congress 
(RCC)  2000  approaches.  The  four-day 
decade  event  slated  for  March  29-April  1 
in  Chicago  will  gather  communicators 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  focus  on 
"Faith  Stories  in  a  Changing  World.” 

On  March  28,  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  execu¬ 
tive  director,  Louisiana  Conference 
Mission  and  Ministries,  will  host  “Many 
Voices,  One  Story,”  a  workshop  which 


will  focus  on  roles,  image 
and  advocacy  for  women 
in  the  media. 

The  workshop  will  fea¬ 
ture  an  international 
R  c  c  2  Q  Q  Q  panel  including  Zara 

IN  A  CHANCING  Yacoub  of  Chad,  Africa,  a 

k w o RLD  Woman  who  dared  to 
speak  out  against  female  genital  mutila¬ 
tion.  Panelist  Munira  Sen  from  India, 
producer  of  the  video,  “My  Son,”  will  dis¬ 
cuss  how  a  widow  disguised  her  daugh¬ 
ter  in  order  to  have  access  to  education. 


A  team  from  Rwanda  will  use  music 
and  dance  to  demonstrate  ways  they 
have  promoted  reconciliation  in  the 
wake  of  massive  genocide  in  their  coun¬ 
try.  Hilary  Nicholson  of  Womens  Media 
Watch-Jamaica  will  lead  a  session  on 
monitoring  and  advocacy  for  portrayal  of 
gender  roles.  Maria  Elena  Hermosilla, 
Chile,  will  tell,  through  her  own  story, 
how  women  in  South  America  have 
organized  for  support  and  have  begun  to 
make  a  difference. 

See  WORKSHOP,  Page  2 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


A  heifer 
named  Hope 


Dan  E.  Solomon 
Bishop 


I’ve  just  gone  into  the  livestock  busi¬ 
ness!  Well,  actually,  just  one  heifer — 
and  she  is  not  even  mine.  The  truth  is, 
the  Mission  Cabinet  gave  me  a  heifer  for 
Christmas  and  my  privilege  was  to  give 
the  heifer  to  a  poor  family. 

By  now,  you’ve  guessed  that  I  had  a 
heifer  given  in  my  name  through  Heifer 
Project  International  to  some  person  or 
family  in  a  developing  country  who  is 
trying  to  find  a  way  to  move  to  a  more 
sustainable  present  and  future. 

My  heifer’s  name  is 
“Hope.”  At  least  that’s  what 
I’ve  named  her,  though 
those  who  receive  her  will 
doubtless  give  her  a  name 
in  their  own  language.  At 
any  rate,  I  “hope”  she  lives 
up  to  the  name  I  gave  her 
and  becomes  a  living 
experience  of’hope”  for 
her  new  owners. 

My  Christmas  gift  is  a 
double  blessing — helping 
others  and  also  blessing  me  by  making  it 
possible  for  my  gratitude  to  God  and 
others  to  take  visible  form  and  power. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  this  New  Year 
affords  all  of  us  the  opportunity  to  make 
visible,  in  "bite-size”  portions,  both  our 
gratitude  to  God  and  a  sign  of  hope  for 
others. 

Most  United  Methodists  I  know  want 
to  have  a  way  to  express  their  heartfelt 
love  and  desire  to  help.  Most  of  us  do 
this  in  some  very  life-giving  ways 
through  church  budgets  and  institution¬ 
al  ministries.  Yet,  most  of  us  also  long  to 
give  a  little  “lagniappe" — a  litde  some¬ 
thing  extra  that  is  “second  mile.” 

Why  not  embark  upon  such  a  “mis¬ 
sion  lagniappe"  this  year?  We  can  do  so 
as  individuals  and  as  congregations.  We 
could  support  a  mission  lagniappe  on  a 
monthly  basis  as  families  or  Sunday 
School  classes.  For  instance,  we  could 
buy  a  heifer  one  month.  These  cows 
grow  up  to  give  milk  for  children,  pro¬ 
vide  extra  income  by  selling  milk  prod¬ 
ucts,  produce  offspring,  fertilize  crops, 
and  for  some,  even  to  pull  a  plow.  Or 


maybe  the  “mission  lagniappe"  would 
be  chickens,  ducks,  and  geese  which 
provide  eggs,  food,  income  for  medi¬ 
cine,  fertilizer,  etc. 

The  “mission  lagniappe"  could  be  a 
bicycle  for  a  pastor  to  make  calls  in  rural 
areas  or  scholarship  assistance  for  a  stu¬ 
dent  to  buy  books  for  college,  or  a  grade 
school  child  from  a  very  poor  family  to 
have  clothes  or  school  supplies. 

The  big  mission  gifts  are  essential. 
They  are  so  basic.  They  make  it  possible 
to  have  systems  and  min¬ 
istries  in  place  to  maxi¬ 
mize  the  more  “bite-sized” 
mission  lagniappe. 

So  often  world  hunger 
overwhelms  us — even 
immobilizes  us  just 
because  it  is  on  a  world 
scale.  However,  when  we 
narrow  the  scale  to  one  lit¬ 
de  child,  belly  swollen  by 
hunger,  eyes  empty  and 
stomach  hollow  as  a  result 
of  malnutrition,  we  can  sense  a  way  to 
connect  that  makes  all  “mission  connec¬ 
tion”  understandable  and  important. 

All  across  Louisiana,  as  we  have 
shared  in  Mission  In  Motion,  we  have 
discovered  that  one  flood  bucket  at  a 
time  makes  a  difference;  one  school  kit 
at  a  time  touches  a  life. 

If  we  can  eat  one  meal  in  a  restaurant 
each  month — and  in  fact  many  of  us  eat 
one  meal  out  each  day,  if  not  several  per 
week —  surely  we  can  provide  a  little 
“mission  lagniappe"  so  that  the  hungry 
can  be  fed,  the  naked  clothed,  and  those 
trying  to  find  a  way  from  poverty  to  sus¬ 
tainability  can  have  a  heifer  named 
“Hope.” 

For  more  information  on  Heifer 
Project  International,  call  (800)  422- 
0474.  E-mail:  info@heifer.org.  Internet: 
www.heifer.org.  The  mailing  address  is: 
P.O.  Box  808,  Little  Rock,  AR  72203. 


CORRECTION:  Paid  apportionment  additions 


The  following  churches  were  omitted 
from  the  1999  100  percent  paid  appor¬ 
tionment  list: 

ACADIANA 
First  UMC/New  Iberia 
Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin 
BATON  ROUGE 
Jordan  UMC 
Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard 
NORTH  SHORE 
First  UMC/ Slidell 
Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Mangum  Chapel 
Rev.  Wanda  Cosentino 
NEW  ORLEANS 
St.  Charles  UMC 


Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 
Metairie  UMC 
Rev.  Patricia  Roland 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
Dr.  George  Duerson 
Trinity  UMC,  Gentilly 
Rev.  James  Barrett 
SHREVEPORT 
Round  Grove  UMC 
Rev.  Christopher  Jones 
The  following  church  was  omitted  from 
the  1999  100+  percent  paid  apportion¬ 
ment  list: 

BATON  ROUGE 
First  UMC 

Dr.  Christopher  Andrews 


Connected  through  'A  Portion  Merit' for  others 

My  Centenary  experience  has  made  a  difference 


BY  JENNIFER  GIPSON 

FIRST  UMC,  NEW  IBERIA 

My  time  at  Centenary 
College,  made  possible 
through  scholarships 
from  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  has 
led  me  to  believe  in  the 
words  of  the  renowned 
education  reformer 
John  Dewey  who  once 
said,  “Education  is  not 
preparation  for  life;  it  is  life  itself.” 
Through  means  of  generous  support, 
The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  made  an 
extraordinary  difference  in 
my  education,  and,  in  turn, 
my  life. 

Attending  a  school  like 
Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  has  given  me  an 
opportunity  to  explore  God’s 
call  for  my  life  in  an  environ¬ 
ment  that  challenges  me 
both  intellectually  and  spiri¬ 
tually.  I  have  not  only 
learned  about  the  wide  array 
of  possibilities  for  profes¬ 
sional  ministry,  but  I  have 
come  to  a  greater  under¬ 
standing  that  all  Christians 
are  called  to  personal  min¬ 
istry  regardless  of  their  age 
or  occupation.  I  have  grown  to  view 
education,  not  as  a  process  confined  to 
schools,  colleges  or  universities,  but  as 
a  never-ending  quest  for  knowledge 


that  is  intrinsically  intertwined  with  my 
relationship  with  God.  As  I  learn  more 
about  the  world,  my  awe  at  the  wonder 
of  God’s  creation  is  only  heightened. 

I  strongly  believe  that  the  church’s 
support  of  higher  education  is  not  sim¬ 
ply  an  investment  in  the  future  of  indi¬ 
vidual  students.  It  is  an  investment  in 
the  future  of  our  church.  When  students 
are  helped  not  only  to  identify  and 
develop  their  gifts,  but  also  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  see  their  usefulness  for  service 
to  God  and  humanity,  the  benefits 
reach  far  beyond  those  individuals. 
Facilitating  higher  education  establish¬ 
es  a  cycle  of  students  who 
have  been  given  the  gift  of  a 
college  education  and  who 
will,  in  turn,  understand  the 
importance  of  giving  them¬ 
selves  and  their  abilities  to 
the  church. 

I  would  like  to  express  my 
most  sincere  gratitude  to 
those  who  support  The 
United  Methodist  Church 
higher  education  funds.  I 
am  proud  to  be  a  part  of  a 
denomination  with  such  an 
extraordinary  regard  for 
education.  During  my  time 
at  Centenary,  I  have  come  to 
view  both  my  education  and 
my  spiritual  development  as 
dynamic,  life-long  journeys 
whose  paths  are  inextricable,  and  I  can 
sincerely  say  that  the  generosity  of  my 
church  has  greatly  enhanced  both  of 
them. 


Jennifer 

Gipson 


As  I  learn 
more  about 
the  world, 
my  awe  at 
the  wonder 
of  God's 
creation 
is  only 
heightened. 


Workshop 
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Yocom  is  president  of  the  North 
American  Regional  Association  and 
vice  president  of  the  World 
Association  for  Christian 
Communications.  She  serves  on  the 


Planning  Committee  for  RCC  2000. 

RCC  2000  will  be  held  at  the  Chicago 
Marriott  Downtown  Hotel.  Registration  is 
still  available  by  calling  (212)  870-2985  or 
register  online  at  www.RCC2000.org. 


Louisiana  Conference  Mold! 


Dan  E.  Solomon 
Dr.  Rena  Yocom 

Bobbie  Armstrong 

Kela  Chaisson,  Joshua  Lewis 
Wendy  Jones 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 

Editor 

Contributing  Writers 
Subscriptions 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  per  year.  Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  published  twice  a 
month.  Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to  Louisiana  Conference  NOW!, 

527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 


Send  subscriptions,  news  and 
information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
1  (888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,(225)  383-2652  fax 
Please  do  not  fax  articles;  send  original 
typed  copy — not  all  caps.Thanks! 


E-mail:  editor@premier.net 
On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.g  bg  m-u  mc.org/ 
louisiana-conference/ 
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Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


Destination:  Transformation 

Curriculum  Resources  from  Cokesbury 

• 

Tuesday,  March  21 
7-9  p.m. 

Grace  Community  UMC,  Shreveport 

• 

Wednesday,  March  22 
7-9  p.m. 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

“Join  the  Great  Adventure;Take  Hold  of  the  Life  Line” 
April  1 

10  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center,  Woodworth 
$15  /  person  (includes  lunch) 
Registration  deadline:  March  15. 


Thursday,  March  23 
6-8  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center,  Woodworth 

Don’t  miss  this  opportunity  to  see  the  new  curriculum  available  for  2000. 
Included  will  be  information  about  Exploring  Faith:  God  ‘s  Word  for  God  ‘s 
Children  (which  replaces  New  Invitation  in  the  fall  of  2000);  Claim  the  Name 
(which  replaces  Follow  Me);  and  20/30  Bible  Study  for  Young  Adults. 

Registration  is  free;  anyone  who  has  a  part  in  Christian  Education,  Sunday 
School  and  VBS  is  encouraged  to  attend. 


CHURCH  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES 


Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria,  is  receiving  resumes  for  a  church  organist 
to  play  for  Sunday  morning  worship  service  and  special  services.  Send  resumes  to 
1600  Horseshoe  Drive,  Alexandria,  LA  71301.  Deadline  for  receiving  resumes  is 
March  6. 

A  New  Orleans  church  has  an  opening  for  a  nursery  school  director  to  super¬ 
vise  staff  of  four  teachers  and  approximately  50  students.  Nursery  operates  on  a 
half-  day/ five-day  week.  Interested  individuals  should  send  a  resume  with  educa¬ 
tion,  experience  and  other  pertinent  information  to  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  5875  Canal  Boulevard,  New  Orleans,  LA  70124  Attention:  PPR 
Committee. 


Uskichitto  Volunteers  in  Mission  Workday 

March  24-25 

$30  /  person  (includes  lodging,  meals,  materials  fee) 

This  is  an  opportunity  to  experience  hands-on  mission.  There  is  work  for 
everyone,  no  matter  skill  level.  Plan  now  to  join  this  team  and  make  a  difference 
in  a  campers  life  in  the  future.  Contact  the  Alexandria  District  Office  at  (318)  443 
3213  for  a  registration  form. 

Takin’  It  To  the  Streets  2000! 

NEW  ORLEANS! 

Friday,  March  17  -  Sunday,  March  19 
Come,  “Make  A  Christian  Difference,” 
in  the  lives  of  the  handicapped  in  the  Crescent  City! 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  is  partnering  with  the  City  of  New  Orleans  to 
build  handicap  ramps. 

The  cost  is  $30  per  person,  which  includes  most  meals,  lodging  and  a  great 
seafood  celebration  on  Saturday  evening  featuring  jazz  band  Sharon  Martin  and 
the  Snap  Beans!  Individuals  and  groups  of  all  ages  are  welcome. 

Each  Louisiana  Conference  local  church  is  challenged  to  supply  one  or  more 
ramp  building  teams. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Louisiana  VIM  Office  at  888-239-5286. 

See  you  in  New  Orleans,  March  17-19! 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  Albert  Holland,  pastor,  Wesley- 
Woodlawn  in  Napoleonville,  on  the 
death  of  his  brother,  Mr.  Raymond 
Holland,  Jan.  26.  His  funeral  was  held 
Jan.  31  in  St.  Gabriel. 

Rev.  Terry  Love,  associate  pastor, 
First  UMC,  Monroe,  on  the  death  of  his 
father.  Funeral  services  were  held  Jan. 
31  at  First  UMC,  Minden. 

Rev.  Elizabeth  Wyatt,  associate  pas¬ 


tor,  St.  John’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
the  death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Cindy 
McGraw,  Jan.  28.  A  memorial  service 
was  held  for  her  Jan.  31  at  St.  John’s 
UMC  with  Drs.  Phil  Woodland  and  Don 
Cottrill  presiding. 

Rev.  Obie  Southall,  retired-serving 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Cheneyville,  on  the 
death  of  his  son,  Mr.  Obie  Southall,  Jr., 
Feb.  2.  His  funeral  was  held  Feb.  4  in 
Napoleonville. 


CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 

19-27 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Honduras 

20 

VIM  Celebration  2000 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

25-26+ 

Story  Telling  for  Servant  Leaders  Retreat 

Tall  Timbers, 

Forest  Hill 

25-26 

General  Conference  Delegation  Meeting 

Conference  Office 

Baton  Rouge 

27 

Conference  Center  Sunday 

29-March  1 

The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

MARCH 

1 

Conference  Board  of  Pensions 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

1-4 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

VIM 


Youth  in  Mission  2000 
Summer  Projects 

Medical  Bridges  and  Christian 
Alliance  for  Humanitarian  Aid 
Houston  •  June  25-July  1 

Sager  Brown/UMCOR  Depot 
Baldwin ,  La.  •  July  9-14 

Operation  Hands  Together  Ministry 
Rio  Bravo ,  Mexico  •  July  29- August  5 


Louisiana  youth  sort  boxes  of  tennis  shoes  at  the  UMCOR  Depot  in  Baldwin  as 
part  of  a  Youth  in  Mission  summer  project  in  1998. The  tennis  shoes  later  were 
shipped  to  children  in  Africa. 
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Thirty-five 
class  leaders 
commissioned 

On  Sunday  morning,  Jan.  15, 
thirty- five  members  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  were  commissioned 
as  class  leaders.  Dollene  Sims,  who  had 
coordinated  the  training,  spoke  to  the 
congregation  as  she  congratulated  each 
leader.  She  said,  “This  is  a  day  of  new 
beginnings.  As  a  baptized  Christian, 
called  by  God  to  make  new  disciples,  we 
are  today  recognizing  35  people  who  are 
prepared  to  answer  this  call.” 

She  stated  that  they  had  been  in 
attendance  for  class  leaders  and  leader¬ 
ship  training  for  twelve  months.  “These,” 
she  said,  “will  be  watching  over  others  in 
love.”  The  year  has  been  a  struggle,  but 
these  dedicated  members  had  made  a 
covenant,  signed  a  commitment  and 
had  successfully  completed  the  course; 
now  they  would  begin  the  task.  Rev. 
Bertrand  Griffin  (retired)  recognized  the 
efforts  of  the  leaders  and  said  that  whole 
family  units  would  be  under  their  guid¬ 
ance  and  nurture.  He  stated  that  “good 
leadership  is  made  by  good  fellowship.” 
Rev.  James  Haynes,  pastor  of  St.  Mark, 
assisted  Sims  as  name  badges  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  new  class  leaders. 

Neely  Bell  Ringers  bring 
joy  to  nursing  homes 

BY  REV.  BRUNETTA  A.  SHAMLIN 

In  December  1999,  the  Youth  Bell 
Ringers  of  Neely  UMC  visited  four  nurs¬ 
ing  homes  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area,  pro¬ 
viding  Christmas  music  through  the 
ministry  of  bell  ringing.  Residents  of  the 
nursing  homes  joined  in  singing  their 
favorite  Christmas  songs  and  listening  to 
Rev.  Brunetta  A.  Shamlin,  as  she  shared 
the  true  meaning  of  Christmas. 

After  much  entertainment,  there  were 
faces  with  smiles  and  utterances  of 
appreciation  shown  by  the  residents  in 
expressing  their  joy  to  the  youths. 

The  Bell  Ringing  Ministry  at  Neely 
UMC  is  under  the  direction  of  Ellen 
Lafayette.  Joining,  also,  in  this  experi¬ 
ence  were  parents  Alfreda  Jackson  and 
Aletha  Brossfield. 

The  Bell  Ministry  will  be  traveling  to 
various  churches  to  bring  God’s  message 
thtrough  the  expression  of  bell  ringing. 


New  beginnings  at  University  UMC: 

Preparation  for  new  pipe  organ 
and  sanctuary  redesign 


For  University 
United  Methodist 
Church,  the  first 
Sunday  worship  serv¬ 
ice  of  die  year  2000 
was  truly  “a  day  of  new 
beginnings.”  After  cel¬ 
ebrating  the  Eucharist 
at  the  1 1  a.m.  service, 
enthusiastic  congrega¬ 
tion  members  began 
the  sanctuary  renova¬ 
tion  needed  to  accom¬ 
modate  a  new  pipe 
organ,  built  by  the 
Reuter  Company  of  Lawrence,  Kan. 

A  pipe  organ  has  long  been 
dreamed  of  and  planned  for  by  the 
congregation.  The  cathedral  style  of 
architecture  and  lofty  sanctuary  space 
at  University  UMC  is  especially  well 
suited  for  the  richness  that  a  pipe 
organ  could  provide.  After  over  30 
years  of  service,  the  existing  electric 
organ,  donated  by  Mr.  And  Mrs. 
William  Oliver,  Jr.  in  memory  of  their 
mothers,  could  no  longer  meet  the 
congregations  worship  needs.  An 
Organ  Task  Force  exhaustively 
reviewed  the  options  for  replacement 
instruments. 

As  Doug  Braymer,  chair  of  the 
Organ  Task  Force  pointed  out  in  the 
motion  to  the  Church  Conference: 
“We  will  be  investing  in  the  worship 


life  of  our  congregation,  where  disci¬ 
ples  are  nurtured  in  the  faith.  We  will 
be  opening  our  doors  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  for  concerts,  recitals,  weddings, 
and  other  special  events.  We  get  to 
have  a  part  in  a  beautiful  legacy  for 
future  generations”. 

After  much  prayerful  considera¬ 
tion,  a  church-wide  vote  last  year 
approved  the  purchase  and  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  new  organ.  The  new 
instrument  is  designed  primarily  to 
lead  congregational  singing  and  will 
be  in  the  American  Classic  style  with 
3  keyboards,  consisting  of  35  stops 
and  48  ranks  of  pipes.  Reuter  will 
begin  installation  of  the  organ  in  May 
with  completion  expected  in  mid- 
June. 


Jesse  Tree  presented 

The  Deerford  United  Methodist  Church 
presented  a  Jesse  Tree.  During  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  the  tree  emphasizes 
Jesus’  coming  as  a  baby  in  Bethlehem  and 
explained  His  story  of  God’s  plan  for  the  world. 
Twenty-five  symbols  from  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  were  used  to  trace  the  heritage  of 
Jesus  Christ  from  the  beginning  of  creation. 
Each  symbol  was  explained  through  a  devo¬ 
tional  then  placed  on  the  tree.  Annie  Ruth 
Milligan,  Maxine  Gullic  and  Catholyn  Bunch 
were  responsible  for  the  devotionals,  symbols 
and  production. 

Please  contact  the  church  for  more 
information. 


Baton  Rouge  District 

5713  Superior  Drive,  Suite  A- 1 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
(225) 296-0668 
E-mail:  BRdist@cs.com 

Dr.  Leslie  Norris 
District  Superintendent 
Mary  Williams 

District  Communication  Advisor 
LaMarylis  Cotten 
District  Missioner 

Please  send  your  church  news  to: 
Mary  Williams 

do  Baton  Rouge  District  Office 

The  Third  Annual 
Lay  Speakers' 
Retreat 

BY  JOYCE  W.  ROBINSON 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  LAY  LEADER 

On  Dec.  11,  1999  the  district  lay 
speaker  retreat  was  held  at  Waddill 
Outdoor  Center.  Many  gathered  for 
this  occasion  and  shared  reflections 
on  the  activities  and  programs  that 
they  had  shared  in  the  last  year.  The 
theme  was  “Poverty  and  Riches 
Coming  Together  Through  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries.”  Rev.  Roger  D. 


Debra  St.  Romain  facilitates  a  session. 

Lathan,  pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC,  set  the  tone  for  the  day  with  a 
powerful  meditation  and  prayer. 

Look  for  lay  speaking  courses 
coming  in  early  March. 


Jackson  UMC  hosts 

BY  BETH  DAWSON 

During  the  Christmas  season  the  Jackson  United 
Methodist  Church  provided  a  live  nativity  scene  for 
the  whole  community  to  enjoy.  The  Jackson  MYF 
and  the  elementary  Sunday  School  students  were 
the  main  participants  in  the  live  nativity  scene. 

Other  members  of  the  church  filled  in  where  neces- 
sary. 

Also,  during  the  Christmas  season,  members  of 
the  MYF,  the  Jackson  United  Methodist  Choir,  and 
others  that  enjoy  music  went  caroling  at  the 
Louisiana  War  Vets  home  and  to  Villia  Geriatrics 
Hospital.  After  caroling  on  that  cold  Sunday  evening, 
we  went  back  to  the  Social  Hall,  where  we  all  feasted 


community  events 

on  meatball  soup. 

On  January  30th,  the  congregation,  along  with 
members  of  Delta  Kappa  Gamma  sponsored  the 
“Super  Bowl  Sunday.”  All  members  were  asked  to 
bring  a  can  of  soup  and/or  one  dollar.  The  cans  of 
food  and  the  money  stayed  in  Jackson  UMC  to  help 
feed  those  in  need.  “Souper  Bowl  Sunday"  was 
scheduled  for  the  same  day  as  the  Super  Bowl  Game. 

The  same  evening  of  Jan.  30,  they  hosted  the  Fifth 
Sunday  Service.  Churches  in  the  neighborhood  gath¬ 
ered  at  Jackson  UMC.  Members  of  the  other  church¬ 
es  participated  by  taking  part  in  singing,  reading 
scripture,  telling  a  story,  etc.  Rev.  Jim  Jones,  Jackson’s 
pastor,  gave  the  sermon.  After  the  service,  everyone 
enjoyed  soup,  gumbo,  sandwiches  and  desserts. 


Pastor  Jim  Jones  plays  guitar  as  members  of  Jackson 

UMC  sing  Christmas  carols  at  War  Vets  Home. 

The  Jackson  and  Ethel  UMC  choirs  joined 
together  and  presented  a  cantata  for  both  churches. 
It  really  was  an  enjoyable  event. 
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LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


Celebration  of  Ministries 
2000  leadership  training 

The  Lake  Charles  District  Ministry  Team  will  hold  Leadership  Training  for  local 
church  leaders  and  teams  on  Sunday,  Feb.  27,  at  First  UMC,  Welsh,  from  3  to  5  p.m. 
The  January  session  was  at  First  UMC,  DeRidder.  There  will  be  PPR  Training,  led  by 
Dr.  J.  Larry  Maddin;  Lay  Leader  Training,  led  by  David  Qualls;  Spiritual  Renewal,  led 
by  Margaret  Johnson;  Sunday  School  Training,  led  by  Sherrie  Balthrop;  and  Youth 
Ministry  with  10  or  Fewer  Youth  Training.  If  you  missed  the  January  session  and  you 
need  this  training,  make  plans  to  be  there  on  Feb.  27! 


Lake  Charles  District 
816  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70801 
(337) 4392982 

E-mail:  lcdumc@usunwired.net 


Dr.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

District  Superintendent 
Constance  Abraham-Handy 
District  Communication  Advisor 
Jean  Foreman 
District  Missioner 


Your  church  news  could  be  here! 
Interested? 

Send  news  and  photos  to: 
Constance  Abraham-Handy 
2706  Walden  Drive 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 
(337)  474-4187 
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(Left)  Officers  installed  at  the  District  UMW  meeting  were  Iris  Vinson,  Hilda  Davis, 
Constance  Abraham-Handy,  Mary  Parker,  Mary  Ann  Monk  and  Brenda  DeWolf. 
(Right)  The  guest  speaker  was  Norma  Weingart,  a  former  Louisiana  Conference 
UMW  president.  Photos  by  Constance  Abraham-Handy. 


'We  gather  together  to  share' 


Servers  at  the  Thanksgiving  dinner  were  (from  left)  Sadie  Jenkins,  Whitney  Handy, 
Sylvester  Jenkins,  Rhonda  Jenkins  and  Alecia  Jenkins. 


A  desire  to  share  her  blessings 
motivated  Sadie  Jenkins  and  her  fami¬ 
ly  to  have  their  family  Thanksgiving 
dinner  with  others  less  fortunate  than 
them.  Jenkins  decided  about  two 
weeks  prior  to  Thanksgiving  that  this 
would  be  a  good  way  for  her  to  give 
something  back  to  the  community.  As 
the  word  spread  around  the  Warren 


congregation,  donations  of  various 
food  items  were  given  (turkeys,  green 
beans,  etc.).  The  meal  was  prepared 
by  Sadie  and  her  husband  Sylvester 
and  three  of  their  daughters,  Petula, 
Rhonda  and  Arlecia. 

Approximately  25  people  were 
served  dinner  at  Warren  on 
Thanksgiving  Day. 


Methodist  men  on  the  go 


The  Southwest  Sub- 
District  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  UMM 
adopted  Mallalieu 
UMC  as  its  mission 
work  project. 

Repairing  the  dam¬ 
aged  door  entrance  is 
the  first  of  several  proj¬ 
ects  to  be  tackled  by 
the  men  at  Mallalieu. 
Charlie  Taylor,  who  can 
be  reached  at  (337) 
625-7404,  is  chair  of 
this  project  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  UMM. 


AROUND  THE  DISTRICT 


HENNING  Preschool  Department 
will  host  a  Creative  Bible  Storytelling 
workshop  for  local  ecumenical  child¬ 
care  centers.  Featured  in  the  work¬ 
shop  will  be  the  Henning  Heaven- 
Bound  Puppeteers.  This  workshop 
will  look  at  different  methods  for 
extending  familiar  Bible  stories  and 
providing  for  different  learning  styles. 
MOSS  BLUFF  is  conducting  classes 
for  nine  Wednesdays  on  FAITH 
HOME.  A  FAITH  HOME  is  a  home 
in  which  talking  about  God  and  talk¬ 
ing  to  God  are  a  natural  and  comfort¬ 
able  part  of  everyday  life;  a  home  in 
which  reading  the  Bible,  sharing  fam¬ 
ily  meals,  and  reaching  out  to  others 
are  regular  occurrences;  a  home  in 
which  questions  about  God  and  faith 
are  encouraged  and  explored  togeth¬ 
er.  The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
OAK  PARK  were  busy  during  the  holi¬ 
day  season  filling  shoeboxes  with 
goodies  for  the  Calcasieu  Women’s 
Shelter,  collecting  teddy  bears  for 
Lake  Charles  Care  Center,  sending 
monetary  donations  to  Wesley 
Foundation  ($400)  at  McNeese  State 


University,  Sager-Brown  UMCOR 
Depot  ($400),  the  Oak  Park  Food 
Pantry  ($400),  and  to  the  Pastor’s 
Special  Fund  ($200).  WAKEFIELD- 
GRAND  CHENIER  members  recently 
were  seeking  donations  to  purchase  a 
special  type  of  chewable  vitamins 
with  iron  for  a  medical  mission  team 
going  to  Honduras  in  February  from 
the  Lake  Charles  District.  This  "super 
vitamin”  is  given  lovingly  by  the 
Volunteers  In  Mission  from  Cameron 
Parish!  UNIVERSITY  recently 
launched  a  lay  caring  ministry  within 
the  congregation,  consisting  of  15 
specially  trained  lay  members  who 
will  work  with  their  minister,  Tom 
Howe,  in  providing  Christian  caregiv¬ 
ing  and  support.  These  lay  ministers 
received  over  50  hours  of  intensive 
training  in  the  skills  of  caring  min¬ 
istry  through  the  Stephen  Ministries 
Series.  They  will  receive  continuing 
education  and  supervision  support 
sessions  two  times  a  month. 


The  wave  of  the  future 


After  38  years  in  the  nursing  pro¬ 
fession-20  years  as  an  LPN  and  18 
years  as  an  RN-Ingrid  LeBlanc,  of 
First  UMC,  Welsh, 
recently  retired. 

Sunday,  Jan.  30, 

LeBlanc  was  commis¬ 
sioned  by  her  minister, 

Charlotte  Brent,  as  a 
congregational  nurse, 
also  known  as  a  parish 
nurse. 

While  participating 
in  the  Disciple  Bible 
Study  last  year,  Ingrid  became  aware 
of  a  workshop  on  parish  nursing 
which  she  decided  to  attend  to  get 
needed  CEU  credits  for  nursing.  At 
the  time,  Ingrid  did  not  know  any¬ 
thing  about  parish  nursing.  While 
attending  the  workshop,  she  began  to 
think,  “Lord,  are  you  trying  to  tell  me 
something?”  As  a  recent  retiree, 
Ingrid  wanted  to  do  something  for 
her  church  and  she  saw  parish  nurs¬ 
ing/congregational  nursing  as  the 
tool.  Ingrid,  with  the  assistance  of 
her  minister,  obtained  additional 
material  on  parish  nursing  from  the 
Health  &  Welfare  committee  of  the 
church. 


A  congregational  nurse  is  a  profes¬ 
sionally  trained  and  educated  indi¬ 
vidual  who  acts  as  an  educational 
referral  for  the  congregation.  As  a 
congregational  nurse,  Ingrid  will  keep 
her  congregation  and  community 
informed  of  health  needs  and  issues. 
She  will  provide  health  screening  for 
the  congregation  and  community. 
(There  was  a  blood  pressure  testing 
on  the  Sunday  of  Ingrid’s  commis¬ 
sion.)  Ingrid  plans  to  have  a  health 
fair  in  the  future.  As  congregational 
nurse,  she  will  visit  nursing  homes, 
hospitals,  sick  and  shut-ins  as  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  church.  The  con¬ 
gregational  nurse  may  also  be  a  refer¬ 
ral  agent  to  a  doctor.  A  congregation¬ 
al  nurse  does  not  interfere  with  home 
health  services. 

A  congregational  nurse  uses  holis¬ 
tic  medicine,  focusing  on  the  mind, 
body  and  the  spirit. 

Hence,  congregational  nursing  is 
nursing  in  the  new  millennium.  A 
congregational  nurse  is  a  bridge 
between  the  Christian  community 
and  the  church. 


Ingrid 

LeBlanc 
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WORLD  WATCH 


Relief  supplies  reach  homeless  in  Turkey 


RELIEF  SUPPLIES  --  The  Rev.  Alan  McCain,  a  United  Church  of  Christ  missionary, 
helps  distribute  baby  layettes  to  earthquake  victims  at  a  tent  city  in  Bolu, Turkey. 
More  than  500,000  people  were  left  homeless  by  earthquakes  in  August  and 
November. The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  contributing  to  relief 
efforts  through  Church  World  Service  and  Turkey  Action  Churches  Together. 

A  UMNS  photo  by  Daniel  R.  Gangler,  Disaster  News  Network. 


Zimbabwe's  United  Methodists  confront 
AIDS  issue 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)-United 
Methodist  in  Zimbabwe  are  developing  a 
plan  of  action  to  deal  with  a  problem 
that  is  devastating  their  country-the 
HIV/ AIDS  epidemic.  “More  than  any 
other  disease,  HIV/AIDS  has  proved  its 
ability  to  disrupt  the  social  fabric  of  the 
community,”  said  Betty  Gittens,  an  exec¬ 
utive  with  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  during  a  Feb.  8  brief¬ 
ing.  Gittens  helped  organize  a  Jan.  17-21 
consultation  in  Kadoma,  Zimbabwe,  that 
focused  on  education,  awareness  and 
prevention  training  on  HIV/AIDS.  The 
event,  attended  by  136  people,  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  board  and  the 
Zimbabwe  United  Methodist  Annual 
Conference. 

According  to  the  United  Nations, 

AIDS  has  become  the  leading  killer  in 
Africa,  responsible  for  20  percent  of  all 
deaths.  AIDS  kills  more  Africans  than 
wars  do.  A  U.N.  world  population  survey 
in  1998  found  that  one  of  every  five 
adults  in  Zimbabwe  was  infected  with 
HIV  with  the  high  mortality  rate  signifi¬ 
cantly  affecting  both  its  population  and 
growth.  In  addition,  25  percent  of  youth 
between  15  and  19  years  old  are  HIV  pos¬ 
itive.  More  than  1 1  million  African  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  orphaned  by  AIDS  since 
1981,  according  to  a  U.N.  report.  The 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  plans  to  spon¬ 
sor  three  more  HIV/AIDS  consultations 
in  Africa  during  2000. 

Congo  religious  leaders  work  for  peace 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  group  of  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  from  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  Congo  is  attempting  to  bring 
reconciliation  to  their  war-tom  country. 
The  six  leaders,  including  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Fama  Onema,  traveled 
to  New  York  to  attend  a  Jan.  24  special 
session  of  the  U.N.  Security  Council 


about  the  situation  in  the  Congo,  led  by 
U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Madeline  Albright. 
They  also  participated  in  a  Jan.  25  brief¬ 
ing  at  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  headquarters. 

Their  immediate  goal-  which  has 
received  the  blessing  of  Congo  President 
Laurent  Kabila-  is  to  organize  a  consulta¬ 
tion  to  foster  reconciliation  among  divid¬ 
ed  groups  in  the  African  nation  and 
move  toward  implementation  of  the 
Lasaka  peace  accord,  signed  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1999. 

Architect  of  Estonian  church  draws 
closer  to  faith 

TALLINN,  Estonia  (UMNS)  —  One  of 
the  two  architects  who  drew  up  the  plans 
for  the  United  Methodist  Baltic  Mission 
Center  in  the  Estonian  capital  Tallinn 
says  his  involvement  in  designing  the 
church  has  brought  him  closer  to  faith. 

“Designing  the  church  helped  me  be 
religious,”  Vilen  Kunnapu,  of  the  partner¬ 
ship  Kunnapu  and  Padrik,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  in  an  interview 
in  his  design  studio  in  Tallinn.  “I  have  not 
always  been  religious.  It  has  happened 
during  the  last  five  to  seven  years.  It  is  a 
step-by-step  process,  and  it’s  continuing. 

“I’m  a  Christian,  but  do  not  belong  to 
any  community  at  the  moment.  Maybe 
in  one  year  I  will  be  a  member  of  that 
community,”  he  said,  referring  to  the 
Methodist  congregation  that  meets  in 
the  Mission  Center.  “Who  knows?”  Did 
his  new-found  appreciation  of  faith  help 
him  design  the  worship  building  for  the 
Methodist  community?  “If  anything,  it 
was  the  other  way  round.”  Although 
Soviet-era  restrictions  on  building  new 
churches  were  lifted  a  decade  ago,  few 
new  churches  have  gone  up  in  Estonia. 
“This  is  the  first  main  church  to  be  built 
in  Tallinn  since  independence  in  1991,” 
Kunnapu  declared. 


OPPORTUNITIES 


STUDENTS  SOUGHT  FOR  'SEMINARY 
SUMMER'  PAID  INTERNSHIP 

Students  are  being  sought  for 
“Seminary  Summer,”  a  10-week,  paid 
internship  program  sponsored  by  the 
National  Interfaith  Committee  for 
Worker  Justice  and  the  AFL-CIO.  The 
program  will  give  25  future  religious 
leaders  the  ways  to  include  worker 
justice  in  future  ministry  and  more. 
March  1  is  the  application  deadline. 
The  program  starts  June  1  in  Chicago. 
For  details,  contact:  The  National 
Interfaith  Committee  for  Worker 
Justice/Seminary  Summer,  1020  W. 
Bryn  Mawr,  4th  Floor,  Chicago,  IL 
60660;  phone:  (773)  728-8400;  e-mail: 
Regina  Botterill,  regina@nicwj.org  or 
go  online  to  www.nicwj.org.  (UMNS) 

INTERNATIONAL  METHODIST 
STUDENT  CONFERENCE  SET  FOR  APRIL 

“My  Heart  Will  Sing!”  is  the  theme 
of  the  Fourth  International  Methodist 
Student  Conference,  set  for  April  6-10 
at  Kingswood  School  in  Bath, 
England.  The  conference  will  explore 
the  theology  and  use  of  creative  arts 
in  worship.  It  is  being  organized  by 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Great 
Britain  with  support  from  Methodist 
Insurance. 

The  closing  date  for  bookings  is 
Feb.  21.  For  bookings,  cost  details 
and  other  information,  contact  Julian 
Lewis  at  25  Marylebone  Road, 
London,  NW1  5JR,  United  Kingdom; 
e-mail: 

methsoc-methodistchurch.org.uk. 
Details  are  also  available  online  at 
www.methodiststudent.org.uk/inter- 
national.  (UMNS) 


REVITALIZING  THE  CHURCH  FOR  THE 
NEW  MILLENNIUM  CONVOCATION 
MARCH  1-4 

Stonybrook  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Columbus,  Ohio  will  be 
the  site  of  “Revitalizing  the  Church 
for  the  New  Millennium,  a 
Convocation  on  Church  Growth  in 
Urban  and  Suburban  Areas,  March  1- 
4.  Dr.  Gary  Exman,  senior  pastor  at 
Stonybrook  and  executive  secretary 
of  the  Council  on  Evangelism  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  will  co¬ 
host  the  event  with  Dr.  Timothy 
Clark,  noted  evangelist  and  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  God  in  Columbus. 

Guest  speakers,  in  addition  to 
Exman,  include:  Dr.  Timothy  J. 

Clarke,  president  and  presiding  elder 
of  the  National  Association  of  the 
Church  of  God  and  author  of  Signs  of 
His  Coming ;  Rev.  James  Cook,  senior 
pastor  of  Meadow  Park  Church  of 
God  in  Columbus;  Prof.  Roberto 
Escamilla,  current  E.  Stanley  Jones 
Professor  of  Evangelism  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 
and  author  of  Prisoners  of  Hope, 

Come  to  the  Feast  and  Invitational 
Evangelism-,  and  Dr.  Daryl  Ward,  sen¬ 
ior  pastor  at  Omega  Baptist  Church 
in  Dayton  and  past  president/chief 
operating  officer  and  dean  of  African 
American  studies  at  the  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton. 

Call  Stonybrook  at  (614)  471-0252 
for  registration  information. 

Deadline  to  register  is  Feb.  25. 
Workshop  can  count  as  1  CEU  from 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


WAITING  FOR  WATER  --  Residents  of  Naiguat  on  Venezuela's  north  coast  wait  for 
water  from  a  cistern  truck.  The  area,  hard  hit  by  flooding  and  mudslides  in 
December,  may  be  without  potable  water  for  months  or  even  years  to  come.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  working  together  with  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  agency  of  the  U.S.  National  Council  of  Churches,  and  Action  by 
Churches  Together,  an  ecumenical  coalition,  to  provide  assistance  to  flood  victims 
in  Venezuela.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Paul  Jeffrey/ACT. 
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UM  giving  to  general  funds  exceeds  $108  million,  up  three  percent 


United  Methodist  giving  increased  by  over  $3.5 
million  in  1999  to  eight  general  apportioned  funds. 
This  three  percent  increase  raised  the  total  giving  for 
these  missions  and  ministries  of  the  UMC  to  $108.9 
million.  The  World  Service  Fund  reached  91  percent 
level  of  support  with  nearly  $57.8  million  remitted  to 
that  fund  alone. 

Fourteen  annual  conferences  participated  at  the 
100  percent  support  level  of  all  general  church 
apportionments,  up  from  nine  in  1998.  Another  five 
conferences  supported  World  Service  at  100  percent 
in  1999.  One  half  of  the  conferences  supported  the 
World  Service  Fund  at  90  percent  more  for  the  year. 

There  was  an  increase  in  receipts  in  all  eight  gen¬ 


eral  apportioned  funds.  The  dollar  increases  ranged 
from  six  percent  for  both  the  Episcopal  and  General 
Administration  Funds  to  two  percent  for  the  Africa 
University  Fund.  All  the  funds  were  at  or  above  87 
percent  for  the  year. 

Fourteen  conferences  paid  100  percent  or  more  of 
all  general  church  apportionments:  Baltimore- 
Washington  (110.3%),  South  Indiana  (100.06%), 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  (100.03%),  Central 
Pennsylvania  (100%),  Central  Texas  (100%),  Desert 
Southwest  (100%),  Illinois  Great  Rivers  (100%), 
Kansas  West  (100  %),  North  Texas  (100%),  Northern 
Illinois  (100%),  Peninsula-Delaware  (100%),  Red  Bird 
Missionary  (100%),  West  Michigan  (100%),  and 


Wisconsin  (100%). 

Responses  to  the  Bishops’  Appeals  more  than  dou¬ 
bled  from  the  previous  year  to  $1.47  million.  The  UM 
Committee  on  Relief  also  nearly  doubled  receipts  to 
$27.5  million.  Giving  to  special  Sunday  offerings 
decreased  two  percent  to  $6.51  million.  The  com¬ 
bined  total  giving  to  the  apportioned  funds,  special 
Sunday  offerings,  advance  special  giving,  and  other 
outreach  funds  totaled  $161.1  million,  up  12  percent 
from  1998.  — from  NEWSCOPE 

Editors  note:  The  Louisiana  Conference  gave  94.5 
percent  of  its  apportioned  goal  and  $230,000  to  the 
Bishops'  Appeal:  Hope  for  the  Children  of  Africa.  See 
Louisiana  NOW!  1/27/00. 


April  9  rally  on  debt  relief  to  form 
human  chain  around  Capitol 


BY  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

United  Methodists  are  being  encour¬ 
aged  to  join  others  in  a  human  chain 
around  the  U.S.  Capitol  on  April  9  to  call 
for  the  cancellation  of  all  debts  owed  by 
poor  countries. 

The  rally  will  be  sponsored  by  Jubilee 
2000/ USA,  a  coalition  of  environmental, 
religious  and  social  justice  groups  advo¬ 
cating  for  the  lifting  of  the  crushing  bur¬ 
den  of  international  debt,  through  a  fair 
and  accountable  process,  by  the  end  of 
this  year.  The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  are  among 
the  groups  with  representatives  on  the 
coalition’s  steering  committee. 

Also  an  international  campaign, 
Jubilee  2000  is  based  on  the  biblical 
concept  of  jubilee,  through  which  God 
ordered  the  Israelites  to  forgive  debts, 
free  slaves  and  return  property  every  50 
years. 

“I  think  a  lot  of  people  who  are  faith 
based  take  very  seriously  the  Jubilee 
message,”  said  Marilyn  Clement,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  economic  justice  with 
the  Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  She  noted  that  a  peaceful 
Jubilee  2000  worship  service  and  march 
in  Seattle  during  the  World  Trade 
Organization  meetings  there  drew  sig¬ 
nificant  support  and  participation. 

Mark  Harrison,  a  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  executive,  said  the  fact  that 
coalition  members  were  successful  in 
lobbying  Congress  and  the  White  House 
to  take  action  on  debt  relief  “has  been  a 


great  testament  to  the  religious  commu¬ 
nity.”  But  despite  those  accomplish¬ 
ments,  he  added,  “We  need  to  continue 
our  work  to  get  the  United  States  to 
totally  fund  debt  relief.” 

As  many  as  45  countries  have  been 
identified  as  “highly  indebted  poor 
countries.”  According  to  the  U.S. 

General  Accounting  Office,  those  coun¬ 
tries  owe  a  total  of  $6.8  billion  to  the 
United  States,  with  90  percent  of  the 
debt  coming  from  African  countries. 

The  goal  of  Jubilee  2000/USA  is  to 
convince  Congress  to  approve  $850  mil¬ 
lion  over  the  next  three  years  to  fulfill 
the  U.S.  commitment. 

The  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Action  Network  —  noting  “one  out  of 
every  five  people  on  earth  is  suffering 
because  of  the  unpayable  debts  owed  by 
their  governments”  —  is  urging  church 
members  to  write  to  their  representa¬ 
tives  and  senators  in  support  of  the 
funding. 

Organizers  hope  to  draw  a  couple  of 
hundred  United  Methodist  Women  to 
Washington  for  the  April  9-10  events. 
Other  church  members  also  are  being 
encouraged  to  participate  in  the  actions 
during  the  "National  Mobilization  for 
Debt  Cancellation.”  The  United 
Methodist  Building  on  Capitol  Hill  will 
provide  a  hospitality  area  for  partici¬ 
pants,  according  to  Harrison. 

Worship  services  will  precede  the 
April  9  rally,  which  will  begin  at  noon. 

Speakers  and  musicians  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  for  several  hours  and  participants 
are  expected  to  move  toward  the  Capitol 
building  around  3:30  p.m.  to  begin 
forming  the  chain.  April  10  will  serve  as 
a  lobbying  day,  with  participants  visiting 
Congressional  offices. 

More  information  is  available  at  the 
Jubilee  2000  Web  site:www.j2000usa.org. 


HOOP  DANCE  --  Brian  Hammill,  a  member  of 
Native  Spirit  Dancers  in  Phoenix,  performs  a 
hoop  dance  for  governing  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Pension  and  Heall 
Benefits  on  Jan.  27.  The  board  met  in 
Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  Jan.  27-28.  Hammill  is  a  men 
ber  of  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation,  better  known  as 
Winnebago.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Tim  Tanton. 


IN  BRIEF 
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Carcano,  Moncure  endorsed  for 
episcopacy 

DALLAS-Rev.  Minerva  Carcano  and 
Dr.  Rhymes  H.  Moncure,  Jr.,  have  been 
endorsed  for  the  episcopacy  by  the 
Women’s  Leadership  Team  (WLT)  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Elections  will 
be  held  at  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
held  in  Albuquerque  this  July. 

Carcano,  an  elder  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference,  is  director  of  the  Mexican 
American  Program  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas,  where  she  received 
master’s  of  theology  degree  in  1979.  She 
has  served  as  pastor  of  the  ecumenical 
South  Albuquerque  Cooperative 
Ministry  and  of  UM  churches  in 
McAllen,  Laredo  and  Lubbock,  Texas. 

She  was  first  Hispanic  woman  to  be 
appointed  as  a  district  superintendent 
in  the  U.S.;  she  served  in  that  capacity 
from  1986-1992. 

Moncure  is  senior  pastor  of  the 
Missouri  UMC  in  Columbia,  Mo.  He 
holds  a  master’s  of  divinity  degree  from 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  and  a  doc¬ 
torate  in  ministry  from  Carolina 
University  School  of  Theology.  He  cur¬ 
rently  serves  as  a  director  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  as  a 
member  of  the  faculty  that  trains  new 
district  superintendents  and  council 
directors  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

Lormed  in  1988,  the  WLT  calls  for 
“full  inclusion  of  all  members  of  the 
body  of  Christ,”  especially  among  the 
episcopacy. 

Millsaps  College  names  first  woman  as 
president 

JACKSON,  Miss.  (AP)  —  Frances 
Lucas-Tuachar,  the  daughter  of  former 
Southern  Mississippi  President  Aubrey 
Lucas,  has  been  named  as  the  new  pres¬ 
ident  of  Millsaps  College. 

Lucas-Tuachar  will  be  the  first  female 
president  in  the  1 10-year  history  of  the 
(United)  Methodist  institution.  Lucas, 

44,  a  native  of  Jackson,  has  spent  the  last 
eight  years  as  a  senior  vice  president  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  another 
(United)  Methodist  school. 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Launches  Web  Page  on  Restorative 
Justice/Prison  Ministries 

In  its  ongoing  focus  on  restorative 
justice  and  prison  ministries,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
launched  a  new  web  page  on  its  web 
site,  gbgm-umc.org.  The  new  page  will 


provide  resources  and  the  opportunity 
for  networking  to  United  Methodist 
conferences,  churches  and  others. 
Restorative  justice  is  a  perspective 
wliich  seeks  to  repair  damage  done  to 
the  victim,  the  community  and  the 
offender  by  the  crime  committed. 

The  web  page,  gbgm-umc.org./ 
restorative-justice/,  provides  informa¬ 
tion  and  resources  to  equip  local 
churches  to  engage  in  justice-seeking 
ministry.  The  GBGM  believes  that  the 
Internet  can  connect  those  across  the 
global  church  engaged  in  these  crucial 
ministries  -  Roberta  Smith,  GBGM,  e- 
mail:  tmpsmith@gbgm-umc.org  or 
(221)870-3768. 

Workshop 

continued  from  Page  7 _ 

not  a  destination,”  ring  true  for  many. 

The  labyrinth  offers  a  sacred  path 
which  leads  to  the  Christ  Center.  It  pro¬ 
vides  a  place  for  people  who  hurry  here 
and  there,  drive  through  fast  food  win¬ 
dows,  and  never  seem  to  have  enough 
“time”,  to  put  down  what  causes  them  to 
rush  and  worry,  and  enter  a  holy  space 
with  God.  It  is  as  simple  as  taking  a 
prayer  walk  that  leads  down  a  specific 
path,  one  step  at  a  time,  to  the  center, 
where  we  find  the  Christ  candle  and  the 
cross.  After  pausing  to  pray  and  medi¬ 
tate  in  the  center,  the  seeker  then 
unwinds  his  steps  on  the  same  path, 
returning  empowered  and  renewed. 

The  Labyrinth  is  housed  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  and  is 
available  for  groups  who  are  there  hav¬ 
ing  retreats.  It  is  also  a  moveable  feast, 
available  to  travel.  Each  time  it  is  used 
by  a  group,  it  will  first  be  presented  and 
explained  by  a  labyrinth  facilitator. 

The  Academy  will  offer  labyrinth 
facilitator  training  to  those  interested  in 
coming  months. 

The  Order  of  Deacons  was  the  first 
group  to  bless  the  labyrinth  and  to  be 
blessed  with  a  prayer  walk.  It  has 
already  been  scheduled  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  La. 
for  March  19  as  a  part  of  its  Lenten  pil¬ 
grimage. 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  or  to 
schedule  a  labyrinth  prayer  walk  for 
your  church  please  contact  Rev.  Carole 
Cotton  Winn,  199  Trenton  Dr.,  Slidell,  La. 
70461,504/639-9531. 
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Weber  teaches 
'soul  touching' at 
Crystal  Cathedral 

BY  STACY  HOOD 

GRACE  COMMUNITY  UMC 

This  year  at  the  Robert  H.  Schuller  Institute  for 
Successful  Church  Leadership  one  of  Louisiana’s  own 
pastors,  Rob  Weber,  was  invited  to  be  a  member  of  the 
teaching  staff  for  the  event  held  Ian.  24-27  at  the 
Crystal  Cathedral  in  Garden  Grove,  Calif. 

Weber,  along  with  many  others  including  Rev.  Bill 
Hybels,  Dr.  Walt  Kallestad,  Dr.  Tony  Campolo  and  Dr. 
Norman  Neaves,  took  part  in  sharing  with  church 
leaders  from  around  the  country  the  keys  to  ministry 
in  the  21st  Century. 

Weber’s  seminar  “Touching  the  Soul  of  a  New 
Generation "  encouraged  leaders  to  become  aware  of 
the  diverse  generations  that  make  up  current 
American  society  and  the  need  to  communicate  in  a 
way  that  addresses  their  heart-felt  spiritual  concerns 
from  a  variety  of  perspectives. 


Rev.  Rob  Weber,  pastor,  Grace  Community  UMC, 
Shreveport,  stands  outside  of  the  Crystal  Cathedral  in 
Garden  Grove,  Calif.,  where  he  led  a  workshop  for 
church  leaders  called  "Touching  the  Soul  of  a  New 
Generation"  as  part  of  the  Robert  H.  Schuller  Institute 
for  Successful  Church  Leadership." 

Much  of  this  information  will  be  made  available  in 
video  format,  free  of  charge,  to  all  churches  in 
Louisiana  at  Annual  Conference  in  June.  The  video 
series  is  a  result  of  Weber’s  doctor  of  ministry  project 
with  United  Theological  Seminary  and  the  FUQUA 
School  for  Christian  Communication. 

In  keeping  with  the  Conference’s  mission  to  devel¬ 
op  spiritual  leaders,  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  provided  a  grant  to  sponsor  the  creation 
of  Weber’s  video  series.  The  intent  of  this  series  is  to 
provide  congregations  with  a  connection  to  the 
changes  in  culture  and  the  types  of  leadership  needed 
to  guide  the  church  through  this  period  of  rapid 
change  into  a  position  of  effectiveness  in  the  new 
century.  Weber’s  hope  is  that  others  will  see  the  need 
to  not  only  sustain,  but  to  re-energize  the  church  as  it 
seeks  to  be  faithful  in  its  mission  of  making  disciples 
“in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria,  and  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth”  even  if  that  means  speaking  a 
different  language  in  order  to  cross  generational  lines. 

Weber  is  currently  serving  at  Grace  Community 
UMC  in  Shreveport  where  he  was  appointed  founding 
pastor  in  1992.  Since  that  time,  Grace  Community 
has  grown  from  no  members  to  over  1,300  members 
with  attendance  approaching  1,000  during  three 
weekend  services. 

For  more  information  on  this  video  project  please 
contact  Grace  Community’s  website  at  www.grace- 
happens.org. 


Dr.  Walter  McKelvey  (far  right),  president  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  and  Rev.  Leslie  Akin  (second  from 
right),  pastor.  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs,  were  among  1 00  clergy,  public  officials  and  citizens  who  marched 
through  Denham  Springs  Jan.  1 7  in  honor  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Photo  by  David  Normand,  The  News  (Denham  Springs) 


Gammon's  McKelvey  tells  Denham  Springs  gathering 
to  'stand'  against  poverty,  racism,  violence 


BY  KELA  CHAISS0N 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 


“Strength  in  Unity  -  You  Can  Make  a  Difference” 
was  the  theme  of  an  ecumenical  memorial  service 
celebrating  the  life  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  at 
Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham 
Springs  Jan.  17.  Dr.  Walter  McKelvey,  president  and 
dean  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  Gammon  was  the  training  site 
for  three-fourths  of  African  American  clergy  in  the 
early  to  mid-20th  century. 

“Today’s  theme  challenges  us  to  get  in  the  struggle 
against  poverty,  racism,  and  violence,  the  triple  evils 
identified  by  Dr.  King  that  still  threaten  society  today,” 
McKelvey  said.  "We  are  charged  and  challenged  by  the 
life  of  this  man  to  live  the  dream  and  make  a  differ¬ 
ence.” 

McKelvey  urged  Christians  to  pay  special  heed  to 


chapter  six  of  Ephesians,  verse  10,  that  implores  follow¬ 
ers  to  “put  on  the  full  armor  of  God”  and  “be  strong  in 
the  Lord  “  in  the  batde  against  the  triple  evils. 

"If  the  way  seems  hard,  stand.  If  the  evil  of  sin  blocks 
your  way,  stand.  If  the  evils  of  racism  and  hatred  call 
your  name,  stand.  If  the  money  runs  out  and  you’re 
down  to  your  last  dime,  stand.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
stood  yesterday  and  is  still  standing.  The  life  of  this  man 
mandates  us  to  stand  against  poverty,  racism  and  vio¬ 
lence,”  McKelvey  said.  "I  charge  and  challenge  you  to 
live  the  dream,  let  freedom  ring  and  make  a  difference.” 

McKelvey  described  King  as  a  leader  of  a  movement 
that  was  not  for  one  sect,  but  for  all  of  humanity. 

Prior  to  the  church  service,  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell, 
pastor  of  Roberts  UMC,  and  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Denham  Springs, 
were  joined  by  over  100  other  area  pastors,  public  offi¬ 
cials  and  citizens  in  a  march  through  Denham  Springs 
held  in  King’s  honor. 


0  N  T  H  E 

MISSION  FIELD 


Please  keep  these  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  and 
their  leaders  in  prayer  as  well  as 
those  to  whom  they  are  in  mission: 

VIM  CELEBRATION  2000  -  Feb.  20 

-  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman,  Director 

San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras 

(Medical)  Feb.  19-27  -  Rev.  Tracy 
MacKenzie  and  Gordon  Frenzel, 
Team  Leaders 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico  (Mini-Medical) 

-  March  2-5  -  Rev.  Lusinda  Warren, 
Team  Leader 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
OKLAHOMA  CITY  TORNADO  RESPONSE 

March  5-12  -  Gene  Faurie,  Team  Leader 
March  12-18  -  Steve  Porter,  Team  Leader 
March  19-25  -  Hulen  Warren,  Team  Leader 
March  26  -  April  1  -  James  Poole,  Team  Leader 


Louisiana  VIM  will  be  making  a  Christian  difference  in  the 
lives  of  our  friends  in  Oklahoma  City  who  have  been  devastated 
by  last  spring’s  tornadoes. 

Volunteers  will  provide  the  labor  for  the  building  or  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  new  home.  Needed  are  carpenters,  electricians, 
plumbers,  finishers,  painters,  roofers  and  helpers  of  all  levels  of 
experience.  Also  needed  are  persons  to  serve  the  team  in  meal 
preparation. 

The  cost  will  be  $150  per  person  which  includes  transporta¬ 
tion,  lodging  and  meals,  secondary  insurance,  t-shirt  and  fees. 

For  more  information  call  the  Louisiana  VIM  office  at  (888) 
239-5286  or  (225)346-1646.  E-mail:  lavim@premier.net. 
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District  Ministry  Teams  called 
to  be  creative, 'get  real' 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

MONROE  DISTRICT  COMMUNICATION  ADVISOR 

“Look  at  the  ordinary.. .See 
the  extraordinary!”  was  the 
theme  of  a  convocation  of  the 
nine  District  Ministry  Teams 
(DMT)  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  on  Saturday,  Feb. 

12,  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Pineville. 

“Look  at  difficult  situa¬ 
tions  as  opportunities  for  God 
to  act  instead  of  where  to  lay 
blame,”  urged  Dr.  Rena 
Yocom,  executive  director, 

Conference  Mission  and 
Ministries,  as  she  discussed 
modern  culture. ,  “In  our  cul¬ 
ture,”  she  said,  “we  work  to 
find  someone  to  blame.” 

Team  members  were 
encouraged  to  change  per¬ 
spectives  and  thereby  to  add 
value  to  everyday  activities. 

The  group  watched  the  video 
“Everyday  Creativity”  by 
National  Geographic  photog¬ 
rapher  Dewitt  Jones.  His  anal¬ 
ogy  was  “change  your  lens"  to 
get  a  different  view.  His  advice 
is  to  look  for  the  next  right 
answer  with  the  assurance 
that  it  does  exist. 

Small  groups  met  according  to  min¬ 
istry  responsibilities.  Sharing  concerns, 
priorities  and  successes,  members  were 
asked  to  consider  why  they  are  on  the 
DMT.  The  session  concluded  with  each 
person  writing  down  questions  to  be 
submitted  to  Bishop  Dan  Solomon. 


Connections  between  districts  is  one  of  the 
strengths  of  the  District  Ministry  Teams.  The 
Monroe  District  shared  unused  literature  with 
sister  districts.  Sarah  Willis  (left),  district  mis- 
sioner  for  North  Shore,  receives  some  of  the 
material  from  Jana  Smith,  district  missioner 
from  Monroe.  Photos  by  Lyn  Sheehan 

The  future  of  the  District  Ministry 
Team  structure  was  the  first  topic 
addressed. 

“The  church  has  to  get  real,”  said 
Bishop  Solomon  in  the  question  and 
answer  session.  In  response  to  the 

See  TEAMS  Page  6 


Choir  Robes  and  collars  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe  were 
donated  to  churches  which  could  use  them.  Fifteen  of  the  choir  robes  are  on  their 
way  to  a  church  choir  in  Nigeria.  Pictured  (left  to  right)  are:  Barbara  Murray,  New 
Orleans  District  missioner ;  Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams,  Monroe  District  superintendent; 
and  Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  pastor.  Cornerstone  UMC  and  Outreach  Ministries  leader  of 
the  New  Orleans  DMT. 


FEBRUARY  24, 2000 

Bishops  issue  Call 
to  Prayer,  Fasting 
before,  during 
conference 

BY  THE  COUNCIL  OF  BISHOPS 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


General 
Conference 
2000 
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The  Council  of  Bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  issuing 
this  Call  to  Prayer  and  Fasting  in 
preparation  for  the  2000  General 
Conference.  We  are  inviting  all 
United  Methodists  to  join  us  in  a 
season  of  prayer  and  fasting  begin¬ 
ning  40  days  prior  to  General 
Conference  (March 
23)  and  continu¬ 
ing  through  the 
entire  General 
Conference 
(May  2-12). 

The  focus 
of  this  season 
of  prayer  and 
fasting  is  to  ask  God 
to  work  through  the  General 
Conference  to  guide  our  United 
Methodist  Church  in  becoming  more 
effective  in  its  mission  of  making  dis¬ 
ciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  remember  the  words  of  John 
Wesley  about  the  importance  of 
seeking  God’s  guidance: 

“In  a  Christian  believer,  love  sits 
upon  the  throne  which  is  erected  in 
the  inmost  soul;  namely,  love  of  God 
and  [humanity],  which  fills  the  whole 
heart,  and  reigns  without  a  rival.  In  a 
circle  near  the  throne  are  all  holy 
tempers:  longsuffering,  gentleness, 
meekness,  goodness,  fidelity,  tem¬ 
perance...  Next  to  these  are  those 
that  are  usually  termed  works  of 
piety:  reading  and  hearing  the  Word, 
public,  family,  private  prayer,  receiv¬ 
ing  the  Lord’s  Supper,  fasting  or 
abstinence.  Lastly,  that  his  followers 
may  the  more  effectually  provoke 
one  another  to  love,  holy  tempers, 
and  good  works,  our  blessed  Lord 
has  united  them  together  in  one 
body,  the  Church." 

The  Works  of  John  Wesley,  edited 
by  Albert  C.  Outler,  Volume  3, 

Sermon  92,  On  Zeal,  p.313. 

The  Wesley  Fast,  traditionally 
observed,  begins  with  dinner  on 
Thursday  evening  and  continues 
until  tea  time  on  Friday.  Time  and 
energy  that  would  have  been  con¬ 
sumed  in  eating  is  offered  for  deeper 

See  PRAYER,  Page  6 
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Feb.  24, 2000 


One  person 


Dan  E.  Solomon 
Bishop 


Words  of  Witness 

'Helping  God  speak  truth  still 


What  can  one  person  do? 

Confronted  by  the  enormity  of  the 
world’s  needs  and  the  depth  of 
hunger  and  hurt  that  so  many  experi¬ 
ence,  how  can  one  person  feel  that  their 
voice  or  vote  matters? 

On  a  recent  Nation  Public  Radio 
broadcast,  a  commentator  interviewed 
dozens  of  persons  regarding  their  partici¬ 
pation — or  lack  of  it — in  the 
current  presidential  primary 
season.  Almost  every  person 
voiced  disenchantment  and 
apathy.  “So  what,”  a  respon¬ 
dent  said,  “what  difference 
does  the  whole  thing  make?  I 
don’t  have  any  influence.” 

Perhaps  many  of  us  have 
had  some  of  the  same  feel¬ 
ings.  In  an  age  when  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  tragedy  and  suffer¬ 
ing  the  world  over  comes 
crashing  into  our  homes  on 
the  evening  news,  it  is  over¬ 
whelming — or  numbing!  In  a 
nation  that  has  been 
embroiled  in  political  compe¬ 
tition,  corruption  and  contro¬ 
versy,  many  persons  do  not 
want  to  risk  the  frustration  and  disap¬ 
pointment  that  comes  with  involvement. 

What  can  one  person  do?  What  must 
one  person  try  to  do?  For  followers  of 
Jesus,  the  answer  is  as  real  as  our  own 
salvation,  made  present  and  effective 
in  and  through  the  life  of  One.  Or,  as  a 
movie  title  I  saw  some  years  ago  cap¬ 
tured  the  conviction — ’’The  power  of 
one.” 

Jesus  Christ  has  demonstrated  for  all 
of  us  the  freedom  to  become  involved, 
the  obedience  that  is  required  to  stay 
involved,  and  the  fruits  that  can  come 
from  faithful  involvement.  While  there 
are  no  guarantees  as  to  whether  the  fruit 
of  our  involvement  will  result  in  what  is 
needed  for  God’s  mission  to  be  realized, 
there  is  a  guarantee  that  the  absence  of 
our  involvement  eliminates  any  possibil¬ 
ity  of  our  making  a  difference. 

From  Jesus’  temptations  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  to  the  agony  of  Gethsemane,  the 

Addition 


opportunity  of  “choice”  was  powerfully 
placed  before  Jesus.  He  had  to  choose,  as 
a  single  individual,  as  to  whether  he  was 
going  to  become  involved  and  stay 
involved  for  the  sake  of  God’s  mission. 

The  power  of  one  reached  its  ultimate 
expression  in  Jesus  Christ.  What  could 
happen  if  we  became  clothed  in  the  con¬ 
viction  that  the  “power  of  one”  means 
you  and  me-each  of  us. 

Being  in  a  position  of 
prominence  is  not  necessary 
to  the  enactment  of  the 
“power  of  one.”  Rosa  Parks 
sat  in  a  different  seat  on  a 
bus  and  a  whole  nation  was 
summoned  to  reorder  the 
place  cards  at  the  banquet 
table  of  dignity,  opportunity 
and  community. 

An  obscure  Anglican 
priest  went  out  to  preach  in 
a  field  to  people  of  humble 
estate,  and  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  so  gently  and 
powerfully  loosed  that  a 
whole  movement  called 
Methodism  was  empowered. 
In  countless  ways  in  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  congregations  and  communi¬ 
ties,  persons  one  by  one  are  making 
choices  to  stay  involved,  be  faithful,  and 
by  God’s  grace,  make  the  world  different. 

However,  it  is  important  for  all  of  us  to 
make  the  distinction  between  being 
“present”  and  being  “persuasive."  Mere 
presence  is  not  enough.  Being  “persua¬ 
sive”  means  making  an  intentional  deci¬ 
sion  to  effect  positive  change  for  God’s 
mission.  Being  “persuasive”  means 
“being  and  doing”  with  a  purpose,  a  will 
and  resolve,  and  a  humble  conviction 
that,  “here  I  stand,  I  can  do  no  other; 

God  help  me” -which,  incidentally,  is  the 
statement  that  Martin  Luther  made  that 
helped  spark  the  Protestant  Reformation. 
No  doubt  the  power  of  that  one! 

All  of  us-everyday — have  critical 
choices  to  make.  May  God  help  us  to  be 
“persuasive.” 


BY  JIM  WILSON 

PASTOR,  ST.  PAUL'S  UMC,  HARAHAN 

The  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  meet  in 
May  of  this  year.  The  delegates,  num¬ 
bering  over  1,000,  will  deal  with  peti¬ 
tions  from  annual  conferences,  various 
boards  and  agencies,  local  churches  and 
individual  members  of  United 
Methodist  congregations.  The  commit¬ 
tee  that  receives  the  petitions  have  com¬ 
bined  the  thousands  of  petitions  to  a 
total  approaching  1,  800.  These  peti¬ 
tions  have  all  been  assigned  to  various 
committees  for  research  and  recom¬ 
mendation  to  the  entire  body.  Once  the 
General  Conference  approves  a  petition, 
it  becomes  a  part  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline  or  Resolutions.  An  equal 
number  of  lay  and  clergy  delegates  were 
elected  during  the  last  session  of  the 
various  conferences. 

They  go  uncommitted  to  any  specific 
position;  rather,  they  must  sort  through 
all  the  ramifications  of  these  petitions 
and  vote  according  to  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  God’s  will  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  for  the  new  millenni¬ 
um  we  have  just  entered. 

Methodist  folk  have  always  been 
quite  diverse  in  their  understanding  of 
theology  and  church  order,  and  that  is 
the  understatement  of  the  year!  Our 
great  strength  comes  in  just  this  medley 
of  Christian  thought.  We  disagree  and 
embrace  simultaneously;  we  range  from 
radical  conservatism  to  radical  liberal¬ 
ism  in  theology  and  politics,  in  social 
custom  and  moral  issues,  but  in  all  this, 
we  continue  to  affirm  that  “JESUS 
CHRIST  IS  LORD!” 

I  suspect  the  news  media  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  think  the  debate  centering  on  die 
homosexual  issue  will  be  the  newswor¬ 
thy  stuff  coming  from  this  conference, 
but  they  will  be  so  wrong.  The  real 
newsworthy  stuff  will  be  the  idea  that 
United  Methodist  people  sit  together 


and  celebrate  the  goodness  of  God  in  a 
world  so  fractured  with  war,  poverty, 
children  with  AIDS,  and  that  we  will  sit 
together  as  total  friends 
regardless  of  our  vote 
and  often,  the  chagrin  it 
brings  within  our  soul. 

The  greatest  issue 
from  General 
Conference  will  be:  How 
can  The  United 
Methodist  Church  best 
be  about  bringing  God’s 
justice  to  a  fractured 
world? 

And  God  created  humanity, 
male  and  female 
God  created  them, 
in  the  very  image  of  self. 

Men  and  women, 

black,  yellow,  brown,  white 

and  maybe  even  mauve, 

free  to  praise  self,  free  to  praise  God. 

God  kept  no  strings 
or  dungeon  keys 
and  off  we  ran 
to  taste  and  sniff 
roses  and  Gehenna 

Some  grew  tall, 
others  quite  wide, 
blue  eyes  and  green  ones, 
and  there  is  that  image 
reflected  in  all  time 

And  then  those  folk 

called  Methodist, 

plodding  along  in  a  gait  of  praise 

seeking  once  more 

those  tongues  of  fire. 

Grasping  hands, 
hugging  each  other, 
feeling  pushed  and  challenged 
helping  God  speak  truth 
still. 


In  this  photo  of  a  Martin  Luther  King  Day  march  Jan.  1 7  in  Denham  Springs  published 
in  the  Feb.  10  issue.  Rev.  Wibur  Davis,  retired  (Baton  Rouge  District),  is  pictured  far  left 
along  with  United  Methodists  Dr.  Walter  McKelvey,  president  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  (far  right)  and  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  pastor.  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs  (second 
from  right).  Rev.  Davis  was  not  identified  in  the  Feb.  10  caption. 
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A  glimpse  at  General  Conference  2000 


A  total  of  992  delegates  from  118  con¬ 
ferences  will  attend  the  2000  General 
Conference:  66  annual  conferences  from 
the  U.S.,  17  from  Africa,  18  from  Europe, 
and  17  from  the  Philippines.  A  total  of 
830  delegates  will  be  from  U.S.  annual 
conferences  and  152  from  central  con¬ 
ferences  (in  1996,  there  were  138  dele¬ 
gates  from  central  conferences).  Four 
concordat  churches  (Caribbean  and  the 
Americas — two  delegates;  Great 
Britain — four;  Mexico — two;  and  Puerto 
Rico — two)  will  also  be  represented. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  will 
have  270  delegates  (264  in  1996),  North 
Central,  182  (190);  Northeastern,  162 
(168);  South  Central,  160  (166);  and 
Western,  56  (62  in  1996). 

Missouri  West  (10  delegates), 
Western  Pennsylvania  (20),  South 
Congo  (2),  Northeast  Philippines  (2), 
North  Central  New  York  (8),  and  Middle 
Philippines  (2)  will  occupy  the  first  row 
of  the  assembly  hall. 

Two  hours  will  be  set  aside  on  the 
evening  of  May  4  for  an  “Act  of 
Repentance  and  Reconciliation.”  The 
service  is  being  planned  by  the 
Commission  on  Union,  composed  of 
representatives  of  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  and  the  UMC.  Local  church¬ 
es  will  later  be  provided  study  guides, 
and  a  final  act  of  repentance  will  be 
held  during  2001  sessions  of  annual 
conferences. 


Special  Events 

While  the  primary  business  of  the 
$3.3  million  General  Conference  is  to 
process  petitions  filed  by  individuals 
churches,  conferences,  and  agencies,  the 
session  will  include  special  occasions 
including: 

May  1-  Reception  for  bishops  at  Rock 
and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame. 

May  2-  Opening  worship, 
Communion  in  the  morning  and  episco¬ 
pal  address  by  Bishop  Emerito  R  Nacpil 
(Manila)  in  the  evening. 

May  3-  Laity  address  and  a  report 
from  the  Connectional  Process  Team 
(CPT). 

May  4-  A  12-minute  multi-media  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ  and  the 
Evangelical  Association.  Following  that 
celebration,  Millard  Fuller,  founder  of 
Habitat  for  Humanity,  will  speak.  The 
Act  of  Repentance  for  Reconciliation  will 
be  held  in  the  evening,  following  “time 
for  discernment”  about  the  CPT  report. 

May  5- Africa  University  Report. 

May  7-  A  special  celebration  led  by 
the  Ohio  East  Area. 

May  8  -  Communities  of  Shalom 
report  and  a  report  on  the  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic  Ministries. 

May  10-Ecumenical  worship  service 
with  George  Carey,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  preaching. 

Prior  to  the  conference,  the  Cleveland 
District  will  invite  delegates  and  visitors 
to  help  construct  three  Habitat 
homes. — from  NEWSCOPE 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


MARCH 

1 

Conference  Board  of  Pensions 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

1-4 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

2-5 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

5-11 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

11 

Conference  Center  Board 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

11 

Conference  Ministry  Team 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

12-14 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership-Track  III 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

12-18 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

17-19 

Takin'ltto  the  Streets  2000 

St.  Marks  Community  Center, 
New  Orleans 

17-19 

South  Central  Jurisdictional  Quadrennial 
Meeting  of  UM  Women 

Tulsa, 

Oklahoma 

IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  associate  pastor, 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  on  the  death  of 
his  brother,  Mr.  H.  C.  Robinson,  Feb.  1 1 . 
A  memorial  service  was  held  in  his 
honor. 

Rev.  Dave  Fortuna,  pastor,  Lea  Joyner 
UMC,  Monroe,  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
Mr.  William  Fortuna,  Feb.  13.  His  funeral 
was  held  at  Love  Chapel  UMC  in 
Haugton  Feb.  16. 

Dr.  Donald  Avery,  pastor,  St.  John’s 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  death  of  his 


mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Porter  Avery,  Feb.  19. 
Her  funeral  was  held  Feb.  23  at  Hartzell 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Slidell. 

CORRECTION 

Dr.  Don  Avery,  senior  pastor,  St.  John’s 
UMC  (Baton  Rouge),  presided  with  Dr. 
Phil  Woodland  at  a  Jan.  31  memorial 
service  at  St.  John’s  for  Mrs.  Cindy 
McGraw,  mother  of  Rev.  Elizabeth  Wyatt, 
associate  pastor,  St.  John’s.  The  Feb.  10 
issue  incorrecdy  reported  that  Dr.  Don 
Cottrill  presided  with  Dr.  Woodland.  We 
regret  this  error. 


Meet  the  General  Conference  delegates 


Laity 

Church:  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans 
District:  New  Orleans  Home:  New  Orleans 

Phone:  (504)  246-4735  Age:  N/A 

E-mail:  None 

Positions:  Conference  Lay  Leader;  Episcopacy  Committee;  former 
chair,  Conference  Lay  Speaking 

Delegate  Experience:  General  Conference  Delegate  1992  &  1996 
Legislative  Section:  Discipleship 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “As  leader  of  the  delegation,  my  goals  are  to 
inform  the  delegation  about  the  important  issues  that  will  be 
presented  by  the  general  boards  and  agencies;  the  second  thing 
is  to  give  direction  and  guidance  to  the  delegation;  and  the  third 
is  to  share  information  received  at  the  pre-conference  briefing 
for  delegation  heads.” 


Dr.  Anita  H. 
Crump 


Clergy 

Church:  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
District:  Baton  Rouge  Home:  Baton  Rouge 

Phone:  (225)  9246269  Age:  55 

E-mail:  robertlbur@aol.com 

Positions:  Chair,  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry; 
Executive  Committee,  Conference  Ministry  Team;  former 
chair,  Acadiana  District  Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry 
Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional  Delegate/First  Alternate 
to  General  Conference  1996 
Legislative  Section:  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  be  ‘the  Church’  while  we  go  about 
the  work  of  the  Church.  And  that  implies  a  sense  of  grace, 
courage,  to  be  as  those  who  are  exercising  the  wisdom  of 
God  as  best  we  can  discern  it.” 


Dr.  Robert  L. 
Burgess 


Daily  Christian  Advocate 


It's  time  to  subscribe  to 

If  you  want  to  receive  the  same  infor¬ 
mation  General  Conference  delegates 
will  receive,  you  may  subscribe  to  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  the  chief  leg¬ 
islative  publication  for  the  May  2-12 
assembly  in  Cleveland. 

Advance  Edition  (Vol  I  -  Sections  1 
and  2)  includes  all  legislative  proposals 
organized  by  legislative  committees — 
$35  (item  no.  701327).  Handbook  for 
Delegates  (Vol.  II)  includes  names, 
addresses,  and  committee  assignments 
for  all  delegates,  information  about  the 
conference,  and  proposed  rules  of 
order.— $7  (item  no.  701442).  Volumes  I 
and  II  will  be  mailed  via  United  Parcel 
Service  from  Nashville  on  Feb.  24. 
Foreign  copies  will  be  delivered  via  the 
U.S.  Postal  System. 

To  get  a  full  report  on  all  actions 


taken  in  Cleveland,  you  may  order  Daily 
Reports  with  a  binder  and  the  Round-up 
Edition — $45  (item  no.  701624).  These 
editions  include  news  items,  legislative 
actions,  and  a  verbatim  account  of  the 
10-day  sessions. 

For  a  brief,  16-page  summary  of  con¬ 
ference  actions,  you  may  order  only  the 
Round-up  Edition — $3  each;  10  or  more 
copies  to  the  same  address,  $1  each 
(item  no.  701681). 

Daily  Reports  and  the  Round-up 
Edition  will  be  mailed  May  15  from 
Cleveland.  The  Round-up  Edition  will 
also  be  included  in  the  July-August  edi¬ 
tion  of  Circuit  Rider  magazine. 

For  more  information  or  to  order  any 
of  these  items,  call  1(800)672-1789. 
—from  NEWSCOPE 


And  so  the  call  went  out  among  the  faithful 


In  the 

Beginning... 

the  lot  for  the  new  church  was 
without  form  and  void,  and  weeds 
were  over  the  face  of  the  land.  Then 
God  called  forth  laborers  from  the 
multitudes  of  the  faithful  and  breathed 
His  Spirit  into  them  and  said,  “Go, 
clean  and  clear  the  front  of  the  lot  and 
make  it  beautifid  so  that  people  in  the 
community  will  notice  it  and  say,  ‘That 
group  must  really  care  about  what  they 
are  beginning  on  that  spot!'" 

And  so  the  call  went  out  among  the 
faithful. 

If  you  want  to  be  a  part  of  the 
wonderful  story  that  is  being  written 
about  God’s  new  work  in  West  St. 
Tammany  (North  Cross  UMC),  put 


on  your  work  clothes,  load  up  your 
kids  (they  can  work  too!),  gather  up 
your  tools  (rakes,  mowers,  shovels, 
lawn  bags,  (don’t  forget  insect  repel¬ 
lent)  and  come  help  us  clear  the 
land  for  North  Cross  United. 
Methodist  Church.  Bring  your  lunch, 
a  lawn  chair  or  blanket  and  come  on 
down  to  the  Promised  Land  on 
Saturday,  March  11,  beginning  at  8 
a.m.  The  location  is  one  block  north 
of  Dummyline  Road  on  Hwy.  21 
across  from  Brady  Island  subdivi¬ 
sion. 

We  will  have  a  short  informal 
service  of  worship  at  2  p.m.  to  con¬ 
secrate  the  land.  See  you  there! 

Contact  Rev.  Flint  Shea  at  (504) 
792-5255  for  details. 
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Signing  ministers  to  deaf,  enriches  world  of  the  hearing 


(Left)  Becky  Hicks  and  Cathy  Copes  (right)  are  part  of  the  Tallulah  signing  class.  The 
class  is  preparing  to  work  in  Christian  service  ministering  to  the  deaf. 

(Top)  St.  Paul's  signing  class  practices  signing  together.  During  one  session  of  the 
class,  the  students  wore  earplugs  to  experience  some  of  the  challenges  of  everyday 
life  as  a  hearing  impaired  person. 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

“Okay,  class,  put  in  your  earplugs!” 

Earplugs  were  one  way  that  Sign 
Language  Classes  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Tallulah,  and  St. 

Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church, 

Monroe,  learned  about  the  struggles  the 
deaf  endure  as  they  live  in  a  hearing 
world. 

“And,  in  the  near  future,  the  classes 
are  going  to  a  restaurant  to  share  a  meal 
together,  but  they  will  use  only  sign  lan¬ 
guage,”  stresses  Rev.  Bob  Hayes.  “There 
will  be  no  talking!  It  is  hopeful  that  these 
two  experiences  will  enable  them  to 
understand  only  a  fraction  of  what  the 
hearing  impaired  experience  on  a  daily 
basis.” 

Hayes,  pastor  of  Epps  United 
Methodist  Church,  teaches  signing  to 
music  for  worship  services,  as  well  as  the 
difference  in  Eact  English  Signing  and 
American  Sign  Language.  He  reports  that 
the  classes  are  growing  numerically  and 
spiritually  as  students  learn  how  to  com¬ 
municate  with  deaf  neighbors. 

“The  members  of  the  class  are  experi¬ 
encing  a  very  strong  bonding  between 
themselves  and  are  building  stronger 
relationships  with  each  other,”  said 
Hayes.  “In  the  classes,  we  have  laughed 
and  we  have  cried  and  the  classes  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  share  their  min¬ 
istry  in  other  churches.” 

On  Jan.  14,  B.J.  Yanich,  a  certified 


interpreter  from  Houston,  Texas,  con¬ 
ducted  a  seminar  on  sign  language  in 
Tallulah.  Yanich  has  been  an  advisor, 
friend  and  confidante  of  the  class  since 
its  inception.  During  a  Sunday  worship 
service  she  demonstrated  the  job  of  an 
interpreter  as  she  signed  the  entire 
morning  service,  the  songs,  prayers  and 
the  message. 

“B.J.  performed  a  sign  solo  of  the  song 
‘Watch  the  Lamb’ ,”  said  Rev.  Fred  Fulton, 
pastor  of  the  Tallulah  church.  “As  revivals 


and  evangelical  meetings  stir  the  souls  of 
Christians,  B.J.’s  performance  brought 
one  of  the  most  stirring  emotional  and 
spiritually  uplifting  moments  ever  wit¬ 
nessed  in  the  Tallulah  church.” 

According  to  Fulton,  the  Tallulah 
church  discovered  a  real  need  in 
Northeast  Louisiana  for  the  deaf  culture 
to  be  able  to  communicate  with  the 
hearing  culture.  He  reported  that  learn¬ 
ing  sign  language  has  become  “a  labor  of 
love,  as  those  who  learn  to  sign  have 
found  they  have  helped  themselves  as 
well.” 

During  the  Christmas  season,  the 
Tallulah  class  performed  as  a  signing 
choir.  Fulton  said,  American  sign  lan¬ 
guage  is  “a  complete  and  expressive  lan¬ 
guage.  It  is  now  the  third  most  used  lan¬ 


guage  in  the  United  States.” 

The  classes  meet  on  Mondays  from 
6:30  to  8  p.m.  at  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  and  on 
Thursdays  from  6:30  to  8  p.m.  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tallulah. 
The  cost  is  $10  payable  to  the  District 
Office  and  the  cost  of  the  Signing 
Illustrated  Book  is  $13  to  $16  from  a  local 
book  store.  People  interested  in  joining 
the  classes  should  contact  Rev.  Bob 
Hayes  at  (318)  926-3343. 

Hayes  advises  that  new  students  will 
have  to  put  in  extra  effort,  but  it  can  be 
done.  “Come  prepared  to  work  hard, 
learn  and  have  fun  at  the  same  time,” 
said  Hayes. 


'Share  Jesus  2000' spotlights 
ministry  opportunities 


Churches  sought  to  host  free  cancer  screening 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

“Share  Jesus  2000”  welcomed  23 
churches  in  the  Monroe  District  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  Jan.  9,  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  ofWest 
Monroe. 

Members  of  the  District  Ministry 
Team  led  group  sessions  which 
focused  on  opportunities  for  min¬ 
istry.  Attended  by  100  church  leaders, 
SJ2000  was  more  than  just  a  training 
session.  It  is  a  new  way  of  sharing 
ministry  opportunities  with  other 
churches  and  focusing  on  how  indi¬ 
vidual  churches  are  “doing”  ministry. 

“The  sharing  method  used  by  the 
District  Ministry  Team  allowed  each 
group  to  develop  the  session  around 
the  leader’s  personality,”  said  Jana 
Smith,  Monroe  District  missioner.  “The 
Pastor  Parish  Relations  and  finance 
groups  were  more  instructional  due  to 
the  nature  of  their  topics.” 

Rev.  Lyndle  Bullard,  pastor  of 
Sevier  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ferriday,  led  the  opening  devotion 
which  was  followed  by  a  time  of 
singing.  The  sessions  included  educa¬ 
tion  led  by  Annette  Fortuna;  out¬ 
reach/mission  led  by  Denny  Garner; 
renewal  by  Jean  Elliott;  meditative  by 
Marcelle  Crow.  The  lay  leaders  ses¬ 
sion  was  led  by  Harold  LaGrone; 
finance/trustees  by  Carl  Rhoads;  and 
Pastor  Parish  Relations  by  Marie 
Williams. 

Participants  were  encouraged  to 


bring  their  own  resources  to  share 
with  their  group. 

According  to  Smith,  evaluation  of 
SJ200  received  very  positive  feedback 
from  both  those  who  attended  and 
from  the  District  Ministry  Team. 

She  reported  that  participants  felt 
it  was  a  great  way  to  share  and  the 
training  took  the  pressure  off  of  the 
pastors. 

“We  are  looking  at  the  possibility 
of  branching  out  and  including  more 
areas  next  year,”  said  Smith.  "We  are 
considering  offering  it  twice  and 
including  more  celebration  time.” 


Partners  in  Wellness  will  offer  free 
cancer  screening  to  men  in  Northeast 
Louisiana  and  is  looking  for  facilities  in 
which  to  offer  the  one-day  clinics. 

The  screening  is  part  of  a  community 
outreach  program.  On  Saturday,  Feb.  19, 
a  one-day  clinic  was  held  at  First  UMC 
in  Columbia. 

“This  is  an  opportunity  for  our  church 
to  reach  outside  the  walls  to  provide  an 
essential  service  for  the  physical  well 
being  of  our  neighbors.  It’s  a  Wesleyan 
idea,”  said  Rev.  Dave  Sheehan,  pastor  of 
the  Columbia  church. 

The  clinics  will  conduct  prostate 
exams  and  testing.  Cholesterol  and  glu¬ 
cose  tests  are  optional.  To  qualify,  men 
must  be  aged  50  or  older.  Black  men 
may  be  45  years  of  age  or  older. 


Asbury  ministers  to  local  veterans 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  of 
West  Monroe  found  a  way  to  minister 
to  residents  of  the  Northeast  Louisiana 
Veterans  Home  in  Monroe  during  the 
Christmas  season. 

Shoeboxes  were  wrapped  with 
cheerful  Christmas  paper  and  filled 
with  personal  items,  candy,  games, 
books,  socks,  handkerchiefs  and  a 
Christmas  card. 

The  United  Methodist  Men  and  the 
United  Methodist  Women  both  gave 
funds  to  purchase  items.  Several 
church  members  purchased  items 
which  were  listed  in  the  Sunday  bul¬ 
letin  and  others  filled  their  own  boxes 
with  all  kinds  of  goodies. 

A  total  of  34  boxes  were  presented 
to  the  veterans. 


Grady  Tolbird  (left),  Bonnie  Burke  (cen¬ 
ter),  and  Eloise  Tolbird  decorate  the 
boxes  for  the  veterans.  Cholie  May  and 
Peggy  Gardner  (not  pictured)  helped 
prepare  boxes  for  Christmas  goodies. 


According  to  prostate  cancer  statistics, 
African  American  men  have  the  highest 
rate  of  prostate  cancer  in  the  world. 

Studies  show  that  roughly  one  out  of 
every  eight  American  men  will  develop 
prostate  cancer  in  his  lifetime.  Treatable 
in  its  early  stages,  it  often  has  no  notice¬ 
able  symptoms. 

Partners  in  Wellness  is  a  community 
outreach  program  of  LSU  Medical 
Center-  Monroe/EA.  Conway  in  collabo¬ 
ration  with  North  La.  and  Feist-Weiller 
Cancer  Center.  Walk-ins  are  welcome, 
but  at  least  10  men  who  have  pre-regis- 
tered  is  required  for  a  clinic  to  be  held. 

Interested  churches  should  contact 
JoAnn  Watts  at  Partners  in  Wellness; 
phone,  1-800-378-7161;  or  PO  Box  1881, 
Monroe,  LA  71210. 

Monroe  District 
909  North  18th  Street,  Suite  206 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
(318) 387-7364 

E-mail:  Monroedistrict@cs.com 

Rev.  Marie  Williams 
District  Superintendent 
Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 
Jana  Smith 
District  Missioner 

Picture  your  church  news  here! 

Send  stories  and  photos  to: 

Lyn  Sheehan 
P.O.  Box  168 
Columbia,  LA  71418 
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United  Methodist  Men  elect  officers  for  2000 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  the 
New  Orleans  District  have  goals  to 
reach  in  2000.  In  just  the  first  month 
of  the  new  year,  much  has  been 
done.  Wallace  Smith,  president,  says 
the  district  would  like  to  participate 
in  Habitat  for  Humanity  projects  and 
work  with  area  school  children  in 
tutoring  and  mentoring  programs.  A 
long-range  goal  of  the  group  is  to 
completely  build  a  Habitat  for 
Humanity  house. 


GENERAL  COMMISSION  ON 

UNITED  METHODIST 


On  Jan.  21,  UMM  hosted  its  fifth 
annual  banquet  at  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church.  Sally  Ann 
Roberts,  a  local  news  anchor  and 
member  of  Bethany  UMC,  was  the 
featured  speaker.  An  added  treat  to 
the  evening  was  enjoying  a  meal  pre¬ 
pared  by  United  Methodist  Men. 
Proceeds  from  this  event  over  the 
past  two  years  have  helped  fund 


Wallace  Smith,  New  Orleans  District  UMM  president  (standing),  addresses  UMM  at 
Jan.  8  meeting. 


donations  to  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center 
flag  pole  project. 

Upcoming  New  Orleans  District 
events  include:  March  25,  the  presi¬ 


dent’s  quarterly  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Cornerstone  UMC  starting  at  8:30 
a.m.  April  21,  a  Good  Friday  praise 
breakfast  will  be  held  at  Munholland 
UMC  from  8-9  a.m.  Speakers  at  the 


Do  you  know  your  District  Ministry  Team? 

A  wealth  of  information  is  at  the  fingertips  of  every  church  in  the  New  Orleans  District.  The  District  Ministry  Team  is  in 
the  process  of  providing  information  and/or  training  as  requested  by  individual  churches  during  discernment  visits.  The 
DMT  presented  a  church  leadership  training  seminar  on  Jan.  15  at  Lake  Vista  UMC  and  on  Jan.  29,  at  the  request  of  Golden 
Meadow  UMC,  a  Sunday  School  teacher  training  session  was  presented. 


breakfast  will  be  Rev.  Joe  Connelly, 
pastor  of  Cornerstone  UMC  and  Joe 
Kelley  of  St.  Francisville  UMC  and 
vice  president-Louisiana  Conference 
UMM. 

At  the  election  breakfast  held  at 
Cornerstone  UMC  on  Jan.  8,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected. 

Wallace  Smith,  President 
Randall  Schexnayder,  Vice  President 
Marion  Spencer,  Vice  President 
Hooper  Crawford,  Treasurer 
John  Loggins,  Secretary 
Keith  Charles,  Prayer  Advocate 
McArthur  Reid,  Prayer  Advocate 

For  information  or  assistance  in 
forming  a  United  Methodist  Men 
unit,  please  contact  Wallace  Smith  at 
(594)  366-1420. 


Here  is  the  District  Ministry  Team  for  the  New  Orleans  District: 
District  Missioner 

Barbara  Murray  (Cornerstone  UMC) 

District  Lay  Leader 

Germaine  Peters  (Cornerstone  UMC) 

Education  Ministries  Leader 

Rev.  Carol  Sherer  (Rayne  UMC) 

Outreach  Ministries  Leader 

Rev.  Joe  Connelly  (Cornerstone  UMC) 

Renewal  Ministries  Leader 

Rev.  Arnold  Roberts  (Belle  Chasse  UMC) 

Meditative  Ministries  Leader 

Dr.  Keith  Kreutziger  (Munholland  UMC) 

Co -Communications  Advisors 

Dian  Kent  (St.  Matthew  UMC) 

Karen  Wilson-Sider  (Bethany  UMC) 


District  Coordinator  of  Youth  Ministries 

To  be  selected 
Youth  Representative 

Tavaris  Perkins  (Peck  UMC) 

District  Board  of  Church  Location  Representative 

Amy  Ward  (St.  Luke’s  UMC) 

District  Committee  on  Finance  Representative 

Stephenae  Carey  (Boynton  UMC) 

Conference  Commission  Religion/Race  Representative 

Rev.  Russel  Jones  (Haven  UMC) 

Conference  COSROW  Representative 

Juanita  L.  Ivie  (Gretna  UMC) 

At  Large 

Jeanne  B.  Green  (UMW  President) 

Wallace  Smith  (UMM  President) 


Any  District  Ministry  Team  member  can  be  reached  by  calling  the  New  Orleans  District  office  at  (504)  488-5430,  or 
by  contacting  New  Orleans  District  Missioner  Barbara  Murray  at  (504)  242-7042. 


Joe  Kelley,  Louisiana  Conference  UMM 
vice  president,  addresses  New  Orleans 
District  UMM  at  its  Jan.  8  meeting. 


New  Orleans  District 

3401  Canal  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70119 
(504)  488-5430 

E-mail:  nodismmc@altavista.com 


Carrollton  UMC  holds  estate 
planning  seminar 


Pastor's  Corner 

Excerpt  from  the  Pastor’s  Corner 
of  Jan.  20,  2000,  New  Orleans  District 
Newsletter: 

“Friends,  we  are  still  here  on  plan¬ 
et  earth,  with  work  to  be  done  as 
Kingdom  Builders  for  our  Lord.  The 
Great  Commission  is  very  clear 
about  the  WHAT  of  our  mission. 
Simply  put,  it  states, 

“GO. ...MAKE. ...DISCIPLES....! 

I  believe  that  we  can  do  that  task 
faithfully  and  with  a  passion  to 
please  our  Lord." 

Freddie  C.  Henderson 
District  Superintendent 


BY  HILDA  P0PPELL 

Carrollton  United  Methodist 
Church  (Rev.  Jeff  Conner,  pastor)  held 
an  estate  planning  seminar  to  help  its 
members  understand  the  importance 
of  estate  planning.  The  seminar  was 
led  by  Rob  Fairly,  director  of 
Development  for  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana, 
who  shared  the  workings  of  the 
Foundation  and  how  the  Foundation 
can  assist  family  financial  planning. 
Some  of  the  tools  discussed  were  wills, 


insurance,  gift  annuities,  charitable 
remainder  trusts  and  life  estates. 
Advantages  of  planned  giving  were 
discussed. 

Charles  E.  McHale,  Jr.,  attorney  and 
chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  discussed  the  ins  and  outs  of 
preparing  a  will  in  Louisiana.  He  dis¬ 
cussed  and  distributed  examples  of  a 
last  will  and  testament,  a  power  of 
attorney  for  health  care  and  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  life-sustaining  procedures. 

A  potluck  lunch  followed  the  seminar. 


Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
District  Superintendent 
Dian  Kent 
Karen  Wilson-Sider 
District  Co-Communication  Advisors 
Barbara  Murray 
District  Missioner 


Let  us  tell  your  story.  If  you  have 
a  story  to  tell  about  your  church 
or  your  members,  please  contact 
the  New  Orleans  District  com¬ 
munication  advisor,  Dian  Kent, 
at  368-2567.  You  may  also  con¬ 
tact  the  New  Orleans  District 
office  at  488-5430.  Our  next  dis¬ 
trict  page  will  run  in  the  May  4 
issue.  If  you  have  a  story  to 
include,  please  submit  to  Dian 
Kent,  837  Sumner  Street,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70114,  by  April  7. 
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WORLD  WATCH 


PREPARING  A  MEAL  -  Enrique 
Mercado,  a  Puerto  Rican 
Methodist  pastor,  cleans  fish 
to  cook  for  dinner  at  a 
Protestant  church-sponsored 
resistance  camp  within  a  U.S. 
Navy  bombing  range  on  the 
Caribbean  island  of  Vieques. 
The  "evangelical  obedience" 
camp  was  established  in  early 
November,  and  is  today  one 
of  14  camps  effectively  block¬ 
ing  the  Navy  from  resuming 
bombing  on  Vieques,  part  of 
Puerto  Rico.  A  UMNS  photo  by 
Paul  Jeffrey. 


UMCOR  seeking  support  for  flooding  in 
Mozambique 

An  early  rainy  season  is  causing 
major  flooding  problems  in 
Mozambique.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  responded  to 
requests  for  help  by  approving  grants  to 
the  denomination's  annual  conference 
in  Mozambique,  the  Methodist  Church 
in  South  Africa  and  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches.  However,  more 
support  is  needed,  according  to 
UMCOR.  Checks  can  be  made  to 
UMCOR  Advance  No.  156500-0,  desig¬ 
nated  "Mozambique"  or  "South  Africa" 
and  left  in  church  collection  plates. 
Credit-card  donations  can  be  made  by 
calling  (800)  554-8583.  (UMNS) 


World  Methodist  Council  advocating 
women's  role  in  Korean  Methodist 
Church 

Women  should  be  allowed  to  have 
more  active  leadership  roles  in  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church,  the  World 
Methodist  Council's  top  official  said  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  event  in  Seoul,  South  Korea. 
Council  Chairperson  Frances  Alguire 
emphasized  that  need  during  a  Feb.  6 
worship  service  at  the  new  Kum  Nan 
Methodist  Church.  Speaking  before  more 
than  8,000  parishioners,  Alguire  noted 
that  women  made  up  more  than  half  the 
world's  population  and  composed  more 
than  half  her  audience  that  evening. 
Currently,  women  are  not  ordained  in 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church.  (UMNS) 


Teams 


continued  from  Page  1 


question,  “top-down”  or  “bottom-up” 
ministries,  he  responded,  “The  Holy 
Spirit  will  say,  ‘Don’t  tell  me  which  way  I 
am  working!’” 

He  stressed  that  the  DMT  structure 
is  intact  and  that  it  can  and  will  work. 

The  bishop  said  that  the  viability  of 
all  models  relates  to  the  cooperation 
and  effectiveness  of  the  people 
involved.  “There  are  two  things  which 
have  worked  against  the  fruitfulness, 
not  the  viability,”  said  Solomon.  “Some 
pastors  are  resistant  to  being  open  to 
involvement  from  the  conference  mis- 
sionally  in  the  life  of  their  congrega¬ 
tions.  We  have  some  pastors  more 
hung  up  on  being  ‘in  charge’  than  in 
pastoring.” 

According  to  the  bishop,  the  second 
problem  has  been  too  much  time  spent 
in  surveying  the  landscape.  He 
explained  that  20-25  percent  of  the 
churches  do  not  need  the  DMT  because 
“they  are  getting  the  job  done.” 

Solomon  said,  “In  another  20  percent  of 
the  churches,  if  Jesus  descended  in  the 
midst  of  the  worship  service,  people 
would  say  that’s  not  in  our  order  of  serv- 
ice...not  in  our  tradition.” 

Solomon  said  that  60  percent  of  the 
churches  in  the  middle  are  churches 


that  can  be  helped  by  the  DMT.  He  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  DMT  focus  on  the 
churches  that  will  let  them  help. 

“We  need  to  reconceptualize  the 
model  of  the  missioner  as  one  who 
goes  and  lives  with  a  church  and  works 
with  committees,”  he  said.  “You  can’t 
do  this  unless  the  pastor  lets  you  in.  We 
are  in  the  challenge  of  getting  the  door 
to  open.” 

He  concluded  the  session  with  the 
comment  that  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  ripe  for  a  summit  on 
effective  ministry  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  for  and  with  youth. 

The  convocation  began  and  ended 
with  a  time  of  worship.  At  the  closing 
worship  service,  Bishop  Solomon 
stressed  the  importance  of  discovering, 
discipling  and  deploying  in  the  mission 
of  the  church. 

“If  somebody  thinks  there  is  only 
one  way  to  do  church  and  be  church, 
there  is  a  power  hungry  individual  in 
charge,”  said  Solomon.  He  advised 
church  officers  who  think  they  cannot 
give  up  their  positions  after  one  year,  to 
ask  themselves,  “Why  not?” 

“Rejoice  and  be  nourished  into  life 
anew!”  said  Solomon.  “The  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  mobilize  the  church." 


MISSION  IN  MOTION 


North  Shore  District  Schedule 

March  1-31 

The  trailer  will  be  parked  at  Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell. 

Drop  off  points  will  be  First  UMCs  in  Denham  Springs,  Slidell,  and  Hammond 
as  well  as  St.  Timothy-On-The-  North  Shore,  Slidell. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Center: 
A  place  to  gather! 


BY  TOM  R0BERT0N 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth  opened  in  December  of 
1996  as  a  place  for  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
to  gather.  The  first  three  years  have 
been  a  ministry  that  has  experienced 
the  long-suffering  that  accompanies  the 
growing  pains  of  a  start-up  operation 
struggling  to  find  a  balance  between 
revenue  and  spending.  It  is  fair  to  say 
that  the  financial  health  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  center  is  growing  stronger  each 
passing  month. 

“How?”  you  may  ask.  Simple.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  is  becom¬ 
ing  the  kind  of  ministry  that  was  envi¬ 
sioned:  To  provide  a  place  for  Spiritual 
Holiness,  Healing,  and  Wholeness 
under  the  guidance  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  We  are  becoming  a  gathering 
place  for  United  Methodists  1)  where 
relationships  are  formed  and  strength¬ 
ened,  2)  where  learning  takes  place,  3) 
where  new  ideas  are  formed,  and 
4)where  one  can  come  and  feel  the 
presence  of  God  through  fellowship, 
worship  and  the  beauty  of  the  quiet 
surroundings. 

Of  course,  Christian  hospitality  is  the 


cornerstone  of  the  con¬ 
ference  center  ministry: 

Providing  excellent  food, 
clean  and  attractive 
accommodations  and  a 
spirit  of  helpfulness  that 
goes  the  extra  mile.  You 
will  find  a  staff  that  is 
eager  to  please  from  the 
first  inquiry  about  a 
reservation  to  the  final  goodbye  after 
the  event  is  complete.  The  dedication 
of  the  staff  to  serve  others  is  the  stan¬ 
dard  for  each  and  everyday. 

No  one  needs  to  be  reminded  that 
the  Conference  Center  is  still  in  its 
infancy.  Its  Board  of  Trustees  is  cur¬ 
rently  in  a  process  of  reviewing  and 
laying  the  groundwork  for  future 
improvements.  A  number  of  crucial 
issues  and  specific  needs  are  being 
carefully  examined. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Conference 
Center  will  continue  to  grow  as  a  “hub” 
of  Louisiana  Methodism,  complement¬ 
ing  and  enhancing  the  tremendous 
work  and  service  that  goes  on  through¬ 
out  the  conference. 

If  you  wish  to  reserve  a  retreat  date 
for  your  church  or  organization,  please 
contact  Cathy  Wimberley,  conference 
coordinator,  at  (318)  449-4500. 


Tom 

Robertson 


Please  note:  The  Conference  Center  no  longer  uses  its  P.O.  box. 
Mail  should  be  sent  to  2350  Methodist  Parkway,  Woodworth,  LA  71485 


Prayer 


continued  from  Page  7 


prayer,  meditation  and  works  of 
charity  and  compassion.  When,  for 
health  reasons  such  a  fast  is  not 
advisable,  persons  are  encouraged  to 
adjust  the  fast  to  their  personal 
needs.  Please  remember  to  drink 
plenty  of  juice  and  water. 

Each  bishop  is  making  a  personal 
commitment  to  the  “Wesley  Fast” 
during  this  40  day  period  prior  to 
General  Conference.  General 
Conference  delegates  and  all  United 
Methodists  are  invited  to  unite  in 
prayer  and  fasting. 

A  meditation  booklet  is  being  pre¬ 
pared  which  will  be  mailed  to  all 
bishops  and  delegates  prior  to  the 
forty  days  preceding  General 
Conference. 

A  prayer  chain  is  being  formed  to 
focus  upon  prayers  for  the  General 
Conference. 

A  prayer  chapel  is  being  prepared 
at  the  site  of  General  Conference. 
Bishops  will  be  signing  up  for  specif¬ 
ic  prayer  times  so  that  we  may  “pray 
without  ceasing”  during  the  whole 
General  Conference. 

A  small  conference  room  will  be 
available  for  individual  spiritual 
direction,  guidance  and  conversation 
during  the  hours  that  General 
Conference  is  in  session.  At  least  one 
bishop  will  be  present  for  guidance 
and  conferencing  with  persons  who 
seek  their  counsel. 


In  addition,  the  following 
resources  are  suggested  for  this  time 
of  prayer  and  fasting: 

The  Conversation  Matters:  Why 
United  Methodists  Should  Talk  With 
One  Another.  Henry  H.  Knight  lil  and 
Don  F.  Sailiers.  Abingdon,  1999. 
Recovering  the  Wesleyan  art  of 
Christian  conference-theological 
debate  and  “speaking  the  truth  in 
love.”  $13,  item  #074355. 

A  Wesleyan  Spiritual  Reader. 
Bishop  Rueben  R  Job.  Abingdon, 

1997.  Twenty-six  weeks  of  daily  devo¬ 
tional  guidance  drawn  from  John 
Wesley  and  some  contemporary 
commentators.  $15,  item  #057019. 

Grace  Upon  Grace,  The  Mission 
Statement  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Graded  Press,  1990.  The  mis¬ 
sion  statement  adopted  by  the  1988 
General  Conference  with  commen¬ 
tary,  worship  resources  and  a  five- 
session  study  guide.  $6,  item  #747708 

All  three  resources  are  available 
from  Cokesbury.  Call  1(800)  672- 
1789;  visit  www.cokesbury.com  or 
your  local  Cokesbury  store.  Special 
quantity  discounts  to  support  the 
Bishop’s  Pastoral  Letter:  10-30  copies 
of  any  one  of  these  resources  avail¬ 
able  at  20  percent  off,  30  or  more 
copies  available  at  30  percent  off. 
(Prices  good  through  April  30.) 
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likely  to  intensify  debate 


BY  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

The  dismissal  of  a  case  against  a 
group  of  United  Methodist  ministers 
who  performed  a  same-sex  union  will 
likely  intensify  the  debate  over  homo¬ 
sexuality  issues  when  the  church’s  top 
lawmaking  body  meets  in  May, 
according  to  people  on  both  sides. 

“If  we  had  General  Conference 
today,  the  emotional  pitch  would  be 
very  high,"  said  Marilyn  Alexander, 
executive  director  of  the  Reconciling 
Congregations  Program,  an  unofficial 
United  Methodist  group  that  supports 
full  inclusion  of  homosexuals  in  the 
life  of  the  church.  “There’s  certainly  a 
group  in  the  church  that’s  very  angry 
about  this  decision,  and  at  the  same 
time,  there’s  a  group  in  the  church 
that’s  very  happy  about  this  decision, 
and  I  think  that  describes  our  church 
right  now.” 

Tensions  have  been  mounting 
since  the  Feb.  11  announcement  that 
an  investigative  committee  would  not 
place  67  clergy  members  in  the 
California-Nevada  Annual  (regional) 
Conference  on  trial  in  the  church  for 
performing  a  same-sex  union  service. 
The  group,  which  originally  num¬ 
bered  69,  was  charged  with  violating 
denomination  law  by  co-celebrating 
a  service  for  two  women  in 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  on  Ian.  16,  1999. 
The  committee’s  decision  came  after 
a  Feb.  1-3  hearing  and  three  days  of 
deliberations. 

The  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline  states  that  union  cere¬ 
monies  for  homosexuals  shall  not  be 
conducted  by  United  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  nor  held  in  United  Methodist 
church  buildings.  Last  November,  a 
trial  court  of  13  Nebraska  clergy 
members  found  former  Omaha  pas¬ 
tor  Jimmy  Creech  guilty  of  breaking 
this  law  when  he  performed  such  a 
ceremony  for  two  men,  and  Creech 
lost  his  ministerial  credentials  as  a 
result.  The  Rev.  Gregory  Dell  of 
Chicago,  who  performed  a  similar 
service  in  his  church,  was  convicted 
and  suspended  for  a  year  by  a 
Northern  Illinois  panel  last  March. 

His  suspension  ends  July  1. 
Conservative  coalition 

A  few  days  after  the  Cal-Nevada 
decision  was  announced,  three  con¬ 
servative  groups  announced  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  Coalition  for  United 
Methodist  Accountability.  The  coali¬ 
tion  describes  itself  as  a  group  “of 
United  Methodist  laity  and  clergy 
who  have  come  together  to  seek  doc¬ 
trinal,  fiscal  and  procedural  account¬ 
ability  in  the  life  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

The  member  organizations  are 
Good  News,  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy,  and  the  Confessing 
Movement.  The  formation  of  the 
coalition  had  been  planned  before 
the  investigative  committee’s  hearing, 
according  to  a  news  release  by  the 
group. 

The  conservative  groups  in  the 
church  are  upset  not  only  by  the  Cal- 


Nevada  decision,  but  also  by  com¬ 
ments  made  by  San  Francisco  Area 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  regarding  the 
authority  of  the  annual  conference. 
Talbert,  who  announced  the  investiga¬ 
tive  committee’s  decision,  added  that 
while  the  ruling  may  appear  to  have 
broken  covenant  with  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  there  is  “another  more 
basic  and  fundamental  covenant  that 
has  precedence  over  this  one  narrow 
focus  of  law.”  That  is  the  covenant  of 
the  annual  conference,  into  which 
clergy  members  are  received,  he  said. 
The  committee’s  decision  reflected  the 
Cal-Nevada  Conference’s  “longstand¬ 
ing  covenant  commitments  for  inclu¬ 
siveness  and  justice.” 

“We  believe  that  that  is  not  the  way 
the  United  Methodist  Church  struc¬ 
ture  functions,”  said  Patricia  Miller, 
executive  director  of  the  Confessing 
Movement,  an  unofficial  United 
Methodist  group  focused  on  church 
renewal  and  adherence  to  doctrine. 
“We  are  a  connectional  system,”  with 
authority  resting  in  the  whole  church, 
not  just  the  annual  conference,  she 
said. 

Liberal  groups  form  coalition 

Three  of  the  leading  liberal  groups 
have  formed  a  coalition  called  AMAR 
to  lobby  for  such  a  change.  The  name 
is  a  play  on  the  Spanish  word  mean¬ 
ing  “to  love”  and  the  first  letters  of  the 
member  groups:  Affirmation,  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  and  the  Reconciling 
Congregations  Program.  AMAR  hopes 
that  the  church  would  realize  that  the 
language  [‘96  Discipline)  is  “both 
untrue  and  very  hurtful”  and  would 
remove  it,  Rev.  Knepper,  spokes¬ 
woman  for  the  Affirmation  caucus, 
said.  If  not,  the  group  would  like  to 
see  the  wording  changed  to  note  that 
there  are  many  voices  in  the  church 
on  this  issue,  and  that  all  United 
Methodists  don’t  agree,  she  said. 

General  Conference  also  should 
change  the  provisions  in  the  Social 
Principles  concerning  holy  unions, 
Johnson  said.  “It’s  that  provision  that 
is  bringing  us  to  the  point  where  we’re 
trying  pastors.  We  feel  we  need  to 
back  away  from  that  as  we  continue  to 
dialogue  and  discern  God’s  will  at  this 
point,  and  not  be  in  the  position 
where  we’re  trying  pastors  and 
expelling  them  and  removing  their 
orders.” 

The  church  needs  to  look  at  how 
the  Book  of  Discipline  “contradicts 
itself,”  Alexander  said.  The  book 
makes  the  affirming  statement  that 
homosexuals  are  people  of  sacred 
worth,  yet  bisexuals,  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  cannot  be  ordained  and  clergy 
members  can’t  perform  same-sex 
unions,  she  said.  The  Discipline  also 
has  a  paragraph  about  supporting  the 
civil  rights  of  gays  and  lesbians,  she 
said.  The  book  contains  both  affirm¬ 
ing  and  discriminatory  polices,  and 
that’s  how  the  church  ended  up  with 
two  different  decisions  like  those  in 
the  Nebraska  and  Cal-Nevada  cases, 
she  said. 
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Unity  or  Separateness 

“The  Cal-Nevada  action  heightens 
the  intensity  of  the  issue,  particularly 
when  an  annual  conference  seems  to 
have  almost  declared  itself 
autonomous,”  said  the  Rev.  James  V. 
Heidinger  II,  president  and  publisher 
of  Good  News. 

“We  need  to  back  away  from  that 
precipice  where  we  talk  about  split- 
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Ron  Sarver,  president-elect, 
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ting  the  church,”  said  the  Rev.  Kathryn 
Johnson,  executive  director  for 
Methodists  for  Social  Action  (MFSA), 
an  unofficial  group  that  addresses  a 
variety  of  social  concerns.  The 
denomination  needs  to  allow  for  dif¬ 
ferences  at  this  point;  it  needs  to 
believe  that  people  of  faith  can  dis¬ 
agree  and  that  they  need  to  seek  God’s 
guidance,  she  said. 


IN  BRIEF 


Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


$90  million  gift  for  camping  ministries  verified  not  tangible 

Annual  conferences  awaiting  their  share  of  a  $90  million  gift  to  help  with  camp¬ 
ing  ministries  are  receiving  disappointing  news  about  the  availability  of  the  money. 
For  nine  years,  the  66  U.S.  annual  conferences  have  been  holding  their  breath  in 
anticipation  of  each  receiving  $1  million  from  an  anonymous  donor  for  camping  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  on  Feb.  1,  2000.  A  Feb.  7  statement  from  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones,  top  executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  reiterated  a  1998  report  that  the  investigation  of  the  proposed 
donation  "had  failed  to  identify  the  gift  or  the  funds  in  any  tangible  fashion. " 
Committee  calling  for  the  elimination  of  the  mandatory  retirement  age 

A  United  Methodist  committee  is  calling  for  the  elimination  of  the  mandatory 
retirement  age  for  the  church's  ordained  clergy.  "Effectiveness  in  ministry  is  not 
related  to  chronological  age,"  the  Committee  on  Older  Adult  Ministries  said  at  its 
meeting  Feb.  11-12  in  Kissimmee,  Fla.  Currently,  clergy  must  retire  no  later  than  age 
70,  and  may  do  so  sooner  under  the  denomination's  Book  of  Discipline.  Bishops 
must  retire  between  age  66  and  70,  depending  on  when  their  birth  date  falls  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  four-year  jurisdictional  conferences.  The  General  Conference,  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  top  legislative  body,  will  discuss  the  issue  when  it  meets  May  2-12. 

Pastoral  survey  shows  support  for  programs  for  mentally  ill 

United  Methodist  pastors  agree  the  church  should  become  more  involved  in 
education  about  mental  illness  and  families  affected  by  the  disease,  but  few  deal 
with  the  mentally  ill  on  a  regular  basis,  a  new  survey  shows.  Researchers  from 
Indiana  University  East  and  Ball  State  University  in  Indiana  surveyed  1,031  United 
Methodist  pastors  in  Indiana  and  Virginia.  Most  of  the  pastors  agreed  the  church 
should  sponsor  more  programs  that  educate  pastors  and  support  families;  less  than 
a  third  of  the  respondents  worked  in  churches  that  offered  outreach  services  for  the 
mentally  ill. 

UM  students  receive  over  $4  million  in  grants,  scholarships 

United  Methodist  students  attending  academic  and  theological  institutions 
received  more  than  $7  million  in  loans  and  scholarships  during  1999.  The  United 
Methodist  Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships  made  more  than  $3  million  in  loans  to 
1,346  students  and  awarded  more  than  $4  million  in  scholarships  to  3,346  students, 
said  Angella  Current,  executive  director.  The  1999  awards  represent  an  increase 
from  the  $1.4  million  give  in  loans  in  1998,  Current  reported. 


For  general  information  about  the  United  Methodist  Church 
call  InfoServ  at  1-800-251-8140. 
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Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Evangelism  workshop  to  feature 
World  Methodist  Council  director 


On  Monday,  March  6,  Dr.  H.  Eddie 
Fox  will  be  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston  for  a  Tri- 
District  Evangelism  Workshop.  The 
event  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  with  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  led  by  Dr.  Fox. 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC’s  GAP 
Band  will  lead  pre-service  music  for 
the  Monday  night  service.  A  Tri- 
District  Choir  will  provide  memorable 
music  throughout  the  evening. 

Tuesday  morning,  March  7,  begin¬ 
ning  at  8:30  a.m.,  Fox  will  be  joined  by 
Dr.  Pat  Day,  senior  pastor  at  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  and  Rev.  Jerry 
Johnson,  pastor  of  Vinton  UMC,  for  a 
half-day  workshop  called  “Evangelism 
in  the  New  Millennium.”  Dr.  Day  will 
lead  a  group  on  evangelism  for  larger 
congregations,  while  Rev.  Johnson’s 
workshop  will  focus  on  evangelism 
for  small  membership  and  rural 
churches.  There  is  a  $5  registration 
fee  for  the  workshops. 

Dr.  Fox  is  the  director  of  evangel¬ 
ism  for  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
an  association  of  churches  belonging 
to  the  Methodist  tradition  and  repre¬ 
senting  over  60  million  constituents 
in  more  than  100  countries.  Dr.  Fox 
preaches  about  world  evangelism, 
teaching  and  encouraging  lay  and 
clergy  to  be  about  the  ministry  of 
sharing  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

A  renowned  speaker  and  author  of 
several  books,  he  is  often  referred  to 
as  the  “best-  known  Methodist  evan¬ 
gelist  in  the  World.” 

Dr.  Fox  is  a  regular  faculty  member 


Dr.  Eddie  Fox 


Dr.  Pat  Day 


of  the  Billy  Graham 
Schools  of  Evangelism. 

Previously,  Dr.  Fox 
served  as  the  pastor  of 
growing  congregations 
for  16  years  in  the 
Holston  Conference, 
which  consists  of  por¬ 
tions  of  Tennessee  and 
Virginia. 

On  the  call  for  evan¬ 
gelization,  Dr.  Fox  has 
said,  “We  must  evan¬ 
gelize  because  God, 
incarnate  in  Jesus 
Christ,  is  the  evangelis¬ 
tic  God  who,  through 
the  Holy  Spirit,  seeks 
and  pursues  all  per¬ 
sons  everywhere  to 
restore  and  make  per¬ 
sons  and  creation 
whole.” 

This  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the 
Shreveport,  Monroe 
and  Ruston  Districts 
and  is  open  to  BOTH 
pastors  and  laity 

throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Don’t  miss  this  powerful  opportu¬ 
nity!  Mark  your  calendar  and  plan  to 
be  a  part  of  this  evening  of  celebra¬ 
tion,  challenge  and  hope  for  the  21st 
century... and  stay  for  the  workshops. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Monroe  District  Office  (318)  387-7364 
Ruston  District  Office  (318)251  -2690 
Sfireveport  District  Office  (318)  869-5729 


Rev.  Jerry 
Johnson 


You’re  Invited  to  the 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana’s 
25th  Anniversary  Celebration  Retreat 

25  Hours  to  Stewardship 
Positive ,  theologically  sound,  proactive 
stewardship  ideas. 


Thursday,  March  30  (noon)  —  Friday,  March  31  (1  p.m.) 
Louisiana  Conference  Center,  Woodworth 

Featuring  Michael  Reeves,  Ph.D. 

Dr.  Reeves,  vice  president  for  stewardship  at  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Texas  and  an  adjunct  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  will  share  proven,  successful 
ideas  on  faithful  stewardship  theology. 

Topics  will  include: 

•  A  Year-round  Stewardship  Program 

•  Including  Youth  in  Your  Stewardship  Program 

•  Effective  Budget  Procedures  for  UM  Churches 

•  8  Planning  Components  for  an  Effective  Annual  Stewardship  Campaign 


Dr.  Michael 
Reeves 


Guest  Speaker:  State  Senator  Randy  Ewing 

Special  Music:  Members  of  the  Centenary  College  Choir 

Double  Occupancy:  $45  per  person 

Single  Occupancy:  $75  per  person 

Cost  includes  all  meals  and  registration  fees. 

Registration  fee  $25  per  person  for  those  who  do  not  require 
overnight  accommodations. 


Sen. Randy 
Ewing 


Call  (225)346-1535  or  1  (800)256-9317  for  reservations  or  information. 


ON  THE 

MISSION  FIELD 


Please  keep  these  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  and  their 
leaders  in  prayer  as  well  as  those  to 
whom  they  are  in  mission: 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico  (Mini-Medical)  - 
March  2-5  -  Rev.  Lusinda  Warren, 
Team  Leader 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  'Takin'  It'  to  New  Orleans  streets 


Conference  youth  helped  refurbish  the  Creswell  Hotel  in  Shreveport  during 
Takin'  It  To  The  Streets  '99.  The  hotel  serves  as  a  residence  for  homeless  people. 
Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


When  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  gather  for  the  ministry’s 
annual  “Takin’  It  To  the  Streets”  mis¬ 
sion,  participants  will  be  taking  their 
talents  to  the  Crescent  City.  This  year 
the  group  is  partnering  with  the  City 
of  New  Orleans,  Division  of  Housing 
and  Neighborhood  Development,  in 
March.  Mission  volunteers  from  all 
over  the  conference  will  converge  on 
St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  on 
North  Rampart  St.  to  be  sent  out  into 
the  city  to  build  handicapped  ramps 
for  those  who  need  them. 

Adult  and  youth  groups,  Sunday 
school  classes,  UMM  groups,  mission 
committees  and  special  mission 
emphasis  groups,  as  well  as  individu¬ 
als,  are  responding  to  this  great  need 
and  unique  opportunity. 

The  City  of  New  Orleans  has  the 
names  of  over  200  residences  where 
handicapped  people  are  virtual  pris¬ 
oners  of  their  home  and  circum¬ 
stance  because  they  don’t  have  a 
ramp  and  there  are  no  funds  avail¬ 
able  to  build  one. 

But,  God  provides  a  way! 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  will 
supply  the  labor  and  know-how;  the 


city  will  supply  the  materials. 

The  event  begins  on  Friday,  March 
17  with  a  reception  at  6  p.m.  and  wor¬ 
ship  at  8  p.m.  which  will,  include  spe¬ 
cial  speakers,  fellowship  and  team  for¬ 
mation.  On  Saturday,  volunteers  will 
gather  again  at  St.  Mark’s  to  receive 
their  assignments  and  consecration  of 


the  Eucharist.  Each  team  will  work  at 
its  assigned  place,  building  a  ramp  for 
a  needy  family  until  4:30  p.m.  when 
everyone  heads  for  Lake  Vista  UMC  to 
join  a  VIM  Jazz  and  Seafood 
Celebration.  Musical  guests  Sharon 
Martin  and  the  Snap  Beans,  a  local  jazz 
band,  and  New  Orleans  Mayor  Mike 


Morial  will  join  the  festivities.  On 
Sunday,  the  teams  will  return  to  their 
assignments,  finish  their  ramps  and 
celebrate  worship  in  their  family’s 
home,  including  Communion  and  a 
blessing  of  the  new  ramp. 

Lodging  is  being  supplied  by  several 
local  churches;  hotel  information  is 
available  from  the  VIM  office  at  (888) 
239-5286. 

All  Louisiana  Conference  churches 
are  asked  to  send  at  least  one  team  to 
build  a  ramp.  Teams  can  be  5-10 
persons;  youth  groups  should 
include  at  least  one  skilled  carpenter 
or  handyman. 

The  cost  for  the  event  is  $30  per 
person.  Most  meals  are  included,  as 
well  as  the  Jazz  and  Seafood 
Celebration  on  Saturday  night. 

Housing  will  be  assigned  during  the 
Friday  night  reception. 

“We  are  building  bridges  from 
homes  to  churches  with  this  project,” 
said  Larry  Norman,  conference  direc¬ 
tor  of  VIM.  “Come,  join  us  as  we 
‘Make  a  Christian  Difference,’  in  the 
lives  of  disabled  persons  in  the 
Crescent  City!”’ 

Call  now  and  register! 
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Hispanic  Ministry  Task  Force 
reaches  out  to  New  Orleans 


Betty  Powell  (center),  a  member  of  First  UMC,  Kenner,  teaches  an  English  as  a 
Second  Language  course  at  Messiah-EI  Messiah  UMC  in  Kenner.  Many  students,  like 
Jose  (left),  have  just  arrived  in  the  states  and  only  speak  Spanish.  Photo  by  Lane  Winn. 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Hispanic 
Ministries  Task  Force  sponsored  its  first 
health  fair  for  members  of  the  Hispanic 
community  in  New  Orleans  Feb.  19. 

More  than  100  people  turned  out  for 
physical  examinations  including  blood 
pressure  and  cholesterol  measurements 
and  to  learn  about  free  health  services 
available  to  them  around  the  area. 

“They  need  a  lot  of  help.  They  have 
a  lot  of  problems  with  health  and  some 
of  them  don’t  have  health  insurance,” 
Rev.  Maribel  Mojica,  pastor  at 
Messiah-EI  Mesias  UMC,  Kenner,  said 
of  the  Hispanic  population. 

The  fair  was  held  at  First  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  because  many  Hispanics  reside 
in  that  area,  Mojica  said. 

“We  want  to  be  in  the  community, 
working  not  only  on  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  people,  but  health  and  other  prob- 
lems-emotional  problems,  education,” 
she  added. 

The  effort  is  led  by  Mojica  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Calvo,  pastors  at  Messiah-EI 
Mesias  UMC,  Kenner.  Both  are  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionaries 
appointed  to  the  New  Orleans  area  to 
build  Hispanic  ministries. 


Dr.  Jose  Wiley,  a  cardiology  fellow  at 
Tulane  Medical  School,  measures  the 
height  of  Lorena  Moran,  1 8,  a  New 
Orleans  resident  who  participated  in 
the  Hispanic  Ministries  Health  Fair. 

To  provide  health  services,  Mojica 
and  Calvo  allied  themselves  with  doctors 
and  students  from  Tulane  University’s 
School  of  Medicine  and  School  of  Public 
Health,  where  special  programs  exist  to 
service  the  Hispanic  community. 

“A  lot  of  people  don’t  have  the 
resources  and  don’t  know  where  to  go” 
to  get  medical  treatment,  said  Lisa 
Marten,  a  third-year  medical  student 
and  organizer  of  the  Tulane  group. 
"Like  if  they  have  high  cholesterol,  or 
whatever,  we’ll  tell  them  about  the  diet 
they  need  to  follow,  and  we  can  send 
them  to  a  physician.” 

See  HISPANIC,  Page  2 
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Confirmation 
Day  jammin' 
with  J-Walkin' 

Editor’s  note:  Have  you  signed  up  yet 
to  “Join  the  Great  Adventure-Take  Hold  of 
the  Life  Line?  "on  April  1  ?  If  not,  do  so 
before  March  20. Cost  for  the  day,  includ¬ 
ing  lunch,  is  $15.  Pre-register,  please. 

This  year’s  Confirmation  Day  with  the 
Bishop  attendees  will  be  jammin’  with 
the  hottest  new  youth  Christian  contem¬ 
porary  band,  J -Walkin’  (short for  walking 
with  Jesus)  profiled  in  the  following  story. 

BY  SUNNY  BROWN 

AMERICAN  PRESS 

LAKE  CHARLES,  La. — The  name  J- 
Walkin’  may  conjure  up  images  of  walk¬ 
ing  across  a  road  at  an  undesignated 
crossing,  but  it  means  something  else  to 
members  of  the  local  praise  band  by 
that  name. 

It  means  walking  with  Jesus,  and  the 
young  members  of  this  group  say  that’s 
exactly  what  they  are  about. 

J-Walkin’  was  formed  at  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  1998  after  a 
group  of  teen-agers  at  the  church 
expressed  their  desire  for  a  youth  praise 
and  worship  service. 

‘’I’ve  always  loved  to  sing  since  I  was 
litde  and  in  my  freshman  year,  I  really 
became  devoted  to  God  and  church  and 
living  the  life.  I  really  like  contemporary 
Christian  music,  but  we  didn’t  have  any 
in  the  church,”  recalls  Maureen 
Baldauf,  16. 

The  Barbe  High  School  junior  said  J- 
Walkin’  provided  an  avenue  for  the  kind 
of  Christian  music  she  likes  most. 


See  J-WALKIN'  Page  6 


J-Walkin'  clowns  around  during  a  recent 
rehearsal.  Still,  the  members  of  the 
praise  and  worship  group  take  serious¬ 
ly  the  message  of  their  music  and  their 
ministry  to  others.  Photo  by  John  David 
Phelps/ American  Press 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


Our  question... 
God's  answer 


Dan  E.  Solomon 
Bishop 


Recently,  some  lay  folk  had  a  conver¬ 
sation  with  me  about  the  appoint¬ 
ing  of  their  next  pastor.  (‘Tis  the  sea¬ 
son  for  such  talk.)  They  were  not  at  all 
timid  in  describing  to  me  the  qualities 
they  felt  their  new  pastor  needed  to  have 
to  help  their  church  move  forward  in 
mission.  I  agreed  with  their  description. 

As  we  conversed,  I  point¬ 
ed  out  that  not  every  pastor 
is  available  every  year  to  be 
considered  for  a  new 
appointment.  I  also  shared 
the  “crunch”  that  faces  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  the 
gap  between  available  clergy 
and  available  openings.  They 
chided  me  that  I  was  just 
going  to  have  to  work  really 
hard  for  them. 

At  that  point,  it  was  my 
mm  to  do  a  little  “holy’  chid¬ 
ing.  I  asked,  “How  long  has  it 
been  since  a  bright  young 
person,  or  even  a  bright  sec¬ 
ond-career  person  has  come 
from  this  congregation,  done 
his  or  her  preparation,  and  is  now  in 
United  Methodist  ministry?”  There  was  a 
very  long  pause.  Finally,  the  group 
agreed  that  it  had  been  over  25  years 
since  anyone  from  the  congregation  had 
made  the  journey  into  ordained  min¬ 
istry.  In  the  style  of  rabbinic  teaching,  I 
said,  "Well?”  and  left  it  at  that. 

However,  now  I  want  to  address  the 
substantive  question  and  the  “well?” 
to  every  church  within  our  confer¬ 
ence.  While  I  am  aware  of  the  fruitful¬ 
ness  of  some  congregations  in  “pro¬ 
ducing  preachers,”  the  reality  is  we 
have  not  raised  up  nearly  enough 
quality  people  to  give  clergy  leader¬ 
ship  in  Louisiana.  Our  present  needs 
are  disturbing;  our  future  needs  are 
frightening. 

My  appeal  is  a  clear  and  simple 
one.  Will  you  and  your  congregation 
identify  the  best  and  brightest  in  your 
flock-  persons  with  indications  of  gifts 
and  graces  for  clergy  leadership-and 


go  to  them  and  share  from  your  heart, 

“I  see  in  you  a  person  who  could 
become  an  effective  clergy  leader? 

Have  you  ever  thought  God  might  be 
calling  you  into  such  a  journey?  If  so, 
or  if  not,  I  will  be  a  prayer  partner 
with  you  so  you  may  discern  God’s  call 
for  your  life,  whatever  that  call  is.” 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  if  the  seed  of  such 
an  inquiry  were  sown  in 
hundreds  of  United 
Methodist  churches  across 
Louisiana,  God  would  raise 
up  a  harvest  of  dozens  of 
persons  to  begin  the  journey 
of  preparation  for  clergy 
leadership. 

Too  often  we  are  still 
operating  in  our  conference 
and  our  congregations  on 
the  outmoded  model:  “Is 
anyone  interested?”  This 
model  no  longer  works, 
either  in  obtaining  clergy  or 
local  church  leaders. 

Many  settings  in  our  soci¬ 
ety  have  discerned  that  forming  a  search 
committee  that  only  receives  applica¬ 
tions  for  position  openings  is  inade¬ 
quate  and  insufficient.  The  new  mean¬ 
ing  of  a  “search  committee”  is  one  that 
undertakes  its  own  search  for  people  of 
quality  and  qualifications. 

The  new  model  is  not  one  of  waiting 
for  others  to  register  their  interest,  but  to 
embark  upon  those  initiatives  that 
reflect  both  the  church’s  need  and  its 
“interest.”  In  other  words,  we  must 
search  for  those  who  can  and  will  lead 
the  church  in  the  days  ahead. 

Every  pastor  and  lay  person  who  is 
aware  of  a  member  of  the  congregation 
with  gifts  and  graces  for  clergy  leader¬ 
ship  must  translate  that  awareness  into 
action.  We  must  raise  the  question  and 
trust  God  to  supply  the  answer! 


'...we  must 
search  for 
those  who 
can  and  will 
lead  the 
church  in 
the  days 
ahead/ 


Hispanic 


continued  from  Page  1 


Other  medical  services  provided  out¬ 
side  of  the  health  fair  range  from  mam¬ 
mograms  and  Pap  smears  to  cardiovas¬ 
cular  treatment.  Public  health  services 
include  information  such  as  how  to 
obtain  free  health  insurance  for  children 
through  LACHIR  a  program  for  people 
who  do  not  qualify  for  Medicaid  but  can¬ 
not  afford  private  insurance. 

“We  can  work  together,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  can  get  the  services  for  free,” 

Mojica  said. 

Hispanic  Ministries  is  also  involved 
in  education  issues,  providing  classes 
on  the  General  Equivalency  Degree 


(GED)  and  English  as  a  Second 
Language  (ESL)  at  Messiah-El  Mesias. 

More  than  20  people  attend  each  of 
the  classes,  Mojica  said. 

Rev.  Calvo’s  wife,  Saray,  also  teaches 
Spanish  classes  for  those  who  want  to 
learn,  Mojica  said.  Current  members  of 
the  class  are  volunteers  from  First  UMC, 
Kenner,  who  want  to  be  able  to  work 
with  Hispanic  people  more  effectively. 

Mojica  wished  to  thank  Rev.  Bill 
Rowell,  pastor  at  First  UMC,  Kenner,  and 
other  volunteers  from  the  church  as  well 
as  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor  at  First 
UMC,  New  Orleans. 


Words  of  Witness 

It's  your  choice 

BY  ROBYN  SELDER 

CAMPHOR  UMC,  BATON  ROUGE 

Good  or  Evil,  what  should  we  do? 

Should  we  choose  evil,  or  should  we  just  choose  You? 
Temptation,  pressure,  it’s  everywhere. 

Tearing  us  away  from  You,  and  causing  us  not  to  care. 
What  can  we  do  when  all  these  things  come  our  way? 
Nothing,  I  guess.  Just  fall  on  our  knees  and  pray. 
Sometimes,  I  think,  it’s  the  best  we  can  do. 


Robyn  Selder 


After  prayer,  I  know  we’ll  find  that  we  really  do  love  You. 

So,  why  do  we  let  these  trivial  things  ruin  our  success? 

After  all,  we  are  Your  people,  and  truly,  we  are  blessed. 

We  must  be  strong  and  remember  that  we  are  Yours. 

We  also  have  to  remember  that  you  have  so  much  more  in  store. 
After  all  is  said  and  done,  I  guess  it’s  our  choice. 

Will  we  choose  evil  over  good,  or  will  we  be  Your  voice? 


mm  ± 

i  ^1 

Confererence  youth  enjoy  outdoor  fellowship  and  fun  at  a  recent  Senior  High 
Retreat  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
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Children  and  poverty  issues  before 
legislature  discussed  at  forum 


BY  DR.  PHIL  WOODLAND 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR, 

BATON  ROUGE  COUNCIL  ON  HUMAN  RELATIONS 

Senator  Randy  Ewing,  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  the  Louisiana  Senate  and 
an  active  United  Methodist  from  the 
Ruston  District,  gave  the  keynote 
speech  at  a  public  forum  on  “Children 
and  Poverty-Issues  Before  the 
Louisiana  Legislature”  convened  to 
focus  attention  on  the  fact  that  one  in 
three  children  in  Louisiana  live  in 
poverty. 

Pour  hundred  people  gathered  for 
the  forum  held  Peb.  15  at  Pirst  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  It  was 
sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge  Council 
on  Human  Relations,  the  Council  for  A 
Better  Louisiana  and  the  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Pederation  of  Churches  and 
Synagogues. 

Issues  dealing  with  children  in 
poverty  will  be  before  the  April/  May 
session  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature. 
The  forum  brought  several  experts 
together  who  reaffirmed  that  healthy 
children  and  healthy  education  sys¬ 
tems  are  keys  to  bringing  Louisiana 
children  out  of  a  crisis  cycle  of  poverty. 

Sandra  Adams,  director  of  the 
Maternal  and  Child  Care  Coalition 
emphasized  the  need  for  funding  of 
the  Louisiana  Children’s  Health 
Insurance  Program,  to  provide  cover¬ 
age  for  children  presently  not  covered 
by  medicaid  or  private  insurance. 
Gwen  Hamilton,  director  of  the 
Governor’s  Children’s  Cabinet  spoke  of 
initiatives  dealing  with  early  childhood 
education  and  school-based  health 
clinics  as  priorities  for  the  coming  leg¬ 


islative  session.  Responses  by  Senator 
Jay  Dardenne  and  Representative 
Sharon  Weston  Broome,  both  from 
Baton  Rouge,  were  given.  The  evening’s 
program  was  moderat¬ 
ed  by  United  Methodist 
Beth  Courtney,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Louisiana  Public 
Broadcasting. 

In  his  address  to  the 
group,  Ewing  said, 

"Roads  are  important  to 
get  Louisiana  citizens 
where  they  want  to  go. 

But,  there  is  a  lack  of 
another  kind  of  road. 

“There  are  many  in  Louisiana,”  he 
said,  “who  are  trapped,  isolated  and 
have  no  road-  no  way  out  of  their  life 
of  despair  and  hopelessness. 

“If  compassion  won’t  drive  you,  then 
just  the  practical  economic  conse¬ 
quences  should  move  you,"  Ewing  said, 
noting  the  enormous  cost  of  caring  for 
a  crack  cocaine  baby,  the  price  of  put¬ 
ting  people  in  prison  and  the  rising 
cost  of  homeowners’  insurance  in 
neighborhoods  where  there  are  burgla¬ 
ries.  “We  can  invest  now  or  pay  a  whole 
lot  more  later.”  Ewing  listed  areas  of 
need  including  children’s  health  insur¬ 
ance,  teen  pregnancy  prevention,  day¬ 
care  programs,  pre-kindergarten  pro¬ 
grams,  alternative  schools  for  those  not 
headed  to  college,  and  juvenile  prison 
rehabilitation  programs. 

Editor’s  note:  The  Louisiana 
Conference  is  currently  in  its  fourth  year 
of  a  focus  on  Children  and  Poverty 
begun  in  1997  in  response  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Bishops’  Initiative 
on  Children  and  Poverty. 


Sen. Randy 
Ewing 


Louisiana  pastor  to  lead  Older  Adult 
Program  at  Mount  Sequoyah 


Rev.  Dale  Hensarling,  pastor,  Love 
Chapel  UMC  ,  Haughton  (Shreveport 
District),  will  be  the  preacher  and 
Bible  study  leader  for  “Springtime  on 
the  Mountain,”  the  first  Older  Adult 
Program  of  the  year  at  Mount 
Sequoyah,  the  wonderful  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  retreat  center  overlook¬ 
ing  Payetteville,  Ark.  The  event  will  be 
held  May  8-11. 

Trained  at 
both  Perkins  and 
St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Rev. 
Hensarling  pos¬ 
sesses  a  profound 
sensitivity  to  the 
faith  journey  of 
people  living  in 
today’s  rapidly 


changing  society. 

Rev.  Jim  Edmison, 

Stigler,  Okla.,  will  serve 
as  dean  of  the  event 
and  Mr.  Don  Gardner 
of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 
will  bring  his  national¬ 
ly  known  musical  tal¬ 
ent  to  this  program. 

Cost  for  the  event  is 
$190,  which  includes  lodging,  meals, 
program  materials,  registration  and 
insurance.  MasterCard,  Visa  and 
Discover  cards  are  accepted. 

Lor  more  information  or  to  regis¬ 
ter  for  “Springtime  on  the  Mountain,” 
contact  Mount  Sequoyah  at  (501) 
443-4531;  e-mail:  mail@mountse- 
quoyah.org;  website:  www.mountse- 
quoyah.org. 


Rev.  Dale 
Hensarling 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss,  pastor,  Reveille  UMC,  Monroe,  on  the  death  of  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Beverly  Price.  Her  funeral  was  held  Peb.  23  in  Warren,  Ark. 


Meet  the  General  Conference  delegates 


Clergy  Laity 


Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 
Church:  Shreveport 
District  Superintendent 
District:  Shreveport 
Home:  Shreveport 
Phone:  (318)  869-5729 
E-mail: 

grayspray@aol.com 
Age:  61 

Positions:  Cabinet 
Liaison  to  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ministry;  Trustee  Centenary  College, 

Ex  Officio 

Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional 
Conference  Delegate  1984  &  1988; 
General  Conference  Delegate  1992  & 
1996 

Legislative  Section:  Church  and 
Society 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  have  the 
courage  to  listen  through  scripture,  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  reason  and  respond 
accordingly.” 


Ray  M.  Caraway 
Church:  First  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge 
District:  Baton  Rouge 
Home:  Baton  Rouge 
Phone:  (225)  346-1535 
E-mail: 

rouge70809@aol.com 
Age:  38 

Positions:  Administrative 
Board;  President,  United  Methodist  Men; 
Evangelism  Committee;  Endowment 
Committee 

Delegate  Experience:  None 
Legislative  Section:  Financial 
Administration 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “I’d  like  to  make  a 
contribution  and  to  help  move  the  gen¬ 
eral  agencies  of  the  church  to  a  closer 
and  more  accountable  relationship  to  the 
local  church.” 


Ray  M. 
Caraway 


Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams 
Church:  Monroe 
District  Superintendent 
District:  Monroe 
Home:  Monroe 
Phone:  (318)  387-7364 
E-mail:  monroedis- 
trict@cs.com 
Age:  N/A 

Positions:  Cabinet 
Liaison  to  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry; 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions; 
Treasurer,  Women’s  Leadership  Team, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional 
Conference  Delegate  1988,  1992,  1996 
Legislative  Section:  Local  Church 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “My  goals  have  to 
do  with  seeing  that  we,  as  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  come  through 
General  Conference  still  as  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  To  be  unified  and 
to  be  happy  with  our  diversity.” 


O.  Fred  Loy 
Church:  First  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge 
District:  Baton  Rouge 
Home:  Baton  Rouge 
Phone:  (225)  346-0073 
E-mail:  None 
Age:  62 

Positions:  Chair, 

Conference  Ministry 
Team;  Former  Conference  Lay  Leader; 
Chair,  Council  on  Finance  & 
Administration;  Conference  Center 
Board  of  Trustees 
Delegate  Experience:  General 
Conference  Delegate  1996 
Legislative  Section:  General 
Administration  /  Judicial 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “My  goals  are  to  lis¬ 
ten  and  try  to  discern  what’s  good  for  the 
church  and  then  vote  my  conscience." 


O.  Fred  Loy 


Study  shows  teens  have  lesser 
chance  of  finding  Christ 


The  Barna  Report  says  that  if  a  per¬ 
son  does  not  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  sav¬ 
ior  before  the  age  of  14,  the  likelihood 
of  ever  doing  so  is  slim. 

Barna  is  a  publication  of  The  Barna 
Research  Group  headed  by  George 
Barna. 

Based  on  a  nationwide  representa¬ 
tive  sampling  of  more  than  4,200  young 
people  and  adults,  Barna  said  the  sur¬ 
vey  data  show  that  people  from  ages 
five  through  13  have  a  32  percent  prob¬ 
ability  of  accepting  Christ  as  their  sav¬ 
ior. 

Young  people  from  the  ages  of  14 
through  18  have  just  a  four  percent 
likelihood  of  dong  so,  while  adults  (ages 
19  through  death)  have  only  a  six  per¬ 
cent  probability  of  making  that  choice, 
Barna  said. 


The  information  is  consistent  with 
other  studies  over  the  years  that  have 
shown  that  a  large  majority  of 
Christians  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Savior  before  they  reach  the  age  of  18, 
Barna  said. 

However,  the  new  data  challenge  the 
widely-held  belief  that  the  teenage 
years  are  prime  years  for  evangelistic 
activity.  In  fact,  the  years  between  the 
ages  of  eight  and  12  are  when  a  majori¬ 
ty  of  Christians  make  their  decision  to 
follow  Christ,  Barna  said. 

The  study  also  points  out  that  chil¬ 
dren  and  adolescents  are  most  likely  to 
be  impacted  evangelistically  by  family 
members,  peers  and  their  faith-based 
youth  groups,  such  as  Sunday  school 
and  church  youth  activities. — from  The 
Advocate  (Baton  Rouge) 
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Hartzell  Mt.Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  observed 
United  Methodist  Women's 
Sunday  on  Jan.  23.  This  year's 
theme  was  "Feed  My  Sheep" - 
(Scripture:  John  21:1 5-1 7). The 
guest  preacher  was  Rev.  Barbara 
Hamilton. The  worship  leader 
was  Ina  Bounds. The  church's 
altar  and  sanctuary  was  beauti¬ 
fully  adorned  with  sheep,  sheep 
and  sheep.  The  youth  choir  sang 
for  this  special  occasion.The 
church's  unit's  president  is  Mrs. 
PJ.  Eden;  vice  president  is  Dora 
Jackson.  Decorating  coordinator 
was  Mrs.  Ella  Doyle.  Mrs. 
Gaberiella  Jackson  (seated)  was 
presented  with  a  mission  pin  for 
her  faithful  service  in  the  church 
and  community.  Her  name  will 
be  recorded  in  the  UMW 
archives  for  unselfish  and  dedi¬ 
cated  service  toward  mission. 


Building  on  Faith  creates  'sermons  of  God's  love' 


BY  KATHY  BASS 

ALDERSGATE  UMC 

East  St.  Tammany  Habitat  for 
Humanity  and  the  Slidell,  Lacombe,  and 
Pearl  River  United  Methodist  Churches 
are  partnering  to  build  a  Habitat  house. 
The  accelerated  build  will  be  a  part  of 
Habitat  for  Humanity  International's 
“Building  on  Faith”  week .  Each  year 
during  the  week  preceding  the  third 
weekend  in  September,  Habitat  for 
Humanity  affiliates  around  the  world 
proclaim  the  love  and  power  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  joining  with  their  partner 
churches  to  build  houses  and  organize 
community  worship  services.  “Building 
on  Faith”  is  an  opportunity  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  to  put  their  faith  into  action. 

Working  with  church  partners  on 
some  phase  of  construction  is  one 


emphasis  of  “Building  on  Faith”  week. 
The  United  Methodist  Churches  acceler¬ 
ated  build  will  begin  in  June  and  end 
with  the  celebration  the  house  dedica¬ 
tion  on  Sunday,  Sept.  17.  The  one  bed¬ 
room  house  being  built  in  Lacombe  will 
become  a  home  to  Joyce  Ellerman. 
Melvin  Redmond,  member  of  Hartzell 
Mt.  Zion  UMC,  will  be  the  construction 
leader. 

The  area  United  Methodist  Churches 
will  become  Methodist  Churches  United 
to  provide  the  financial  and  volunteer 
support  to  build  the  home.  The  forming 
of  the  Methodist  partnership  will  allow 
the  smaller  United  Methodist  Churches, 
that  might  not  otherwise  be  able  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  building  projects,  to  work  as 
one  unit  with  larger  United  Methodist 
Churches. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  one  bed¬ 


room  home  is  $32,000.  AValentine 
Dinner  Dance  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  and  East  St.  Tammany 
Habitat  for  Humanity  raised  the  first 
$2,000  toward  the  construction.  More 
fund  raisers  are  being  planned. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  proclaims  that 
every  house  built  is  a  sermon  of  God’s 
love.  It  is  our  Christian  faith  that  moti¬ 
vates  us  and  enables  our  mission.  Like 
any  organization  that  must  raise  money, 
promote  itself  to  the  community,  adhere 
to  schedules  and  depend  upon  volun¬ 
teers,  we  have  many  tasks  to  do. 
However,  as  servants  of  the  Lord  who  are 
called  to  minister  to  real  people  in  real 
need,  we  are  empowered  by  a  mighty 
and  merciful  God.  We  witness  to  the 
power  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ  each  time 
we  build  a  house,  strengthen  communi¬ 
ties  and  make  people  aware. 


District  Laity  Banquet  to  feature  Shea,  benefit  scholarship  fund 


New  District  Lay  Leader  Levi  Lewis 
invites  the  laity  and  clergy  of  the 
North  Shore  District  to  this  year’s 
Laity  Banquet  which  will  be  held 
from  5-7  p.m.  April  12  at  St.  Timothy- 
On-the-North  Shore  UMC  in 
Mandeville.  Rev.  Flint  Shea  of  North 


For  once  you  were  darkness,  but  now 
in  the  Lord  you  are  light.  Live  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  light  for  the  fruit  of  the  light  is 
found  in  all  that  is  good  and  right  and 
true.  (Ephesians  5: 8-9) 

The  DCYM  of  the  North  Shore 
District  will  sponsor  a  “lock-in”  at  St. 
Timothy  UMC  in  Mandeville  from  8 
p.m.  on  March  24  until  7  a.m.  on 
March  25.  The  theme  is  “Light  the  Fire, 
Feel  the  Heat,”  the  key  verses  are 
Ephesians  5: 8-9.  Youth  in  grades  7-12 
and  adult  youth  workers  are  invited. 
Special  entertainment  will  be  provided 
by  J  Walkin’  of  Lake  Charles.  If  you 
have  questions,  please  call  Ms.  Glory 
Brown,  district  coordinator  of  Youth 
Ministry  at  (504)  986-3202.  Caroline 
Ross  and  Steve  Farmer  are  the  facilita¬ 
tors. 

From  North  Shore  News, 

North  Shore's  District  Newsletter 


Cross  United  Methodist  Church 
(Louisiana’s  newest  UMC)  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker. 

Other  entertainment  will  include 
the  youth  choir  of  Roberts  UMC, 
Denham  Springs.  Tickets  are  $10 
each-  $5  for  the  meal,  and  $5  to  ben- 

Meet  Sarah  Willis: 


efit  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund.  These  scholar¬ 
ships  benefit  students  attending 
Dillard  University  or  Centenary 
College,  who  are  the  future  clergy  and 
lay  leadership  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 


North  Shore's  new  district  missioner 


The  North  Shore  District  would  like  to 
welcome  Sarah  Willis  as  our  new  district 
missioner.  Sarah  had  already  been  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  District  Ministry  Team,  and 
when  this  position  became  available,  she 
responded  to  God’s  call  to  do  something 
new  in  ministry.  She  says,  “I  feel  blessed 
that  the  Lord  has  called  me  to  be  a  part 
of  this  exciting  ministry  and  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  working  with  ’one  church  at  a 
time’  giving  my  time  and  focused  atten¬ 
tion  to  their  missions,  dreams,  goals  and 
needs.” 

As  a  life-long  Methodist,  Sarah  has 
had  opportunity  to  work  with  people  of 
all  ages,  serving  in  many  leadership 
roles  in  churches,  large  and  small.  She 
and  her  husband  Todd  are  currently 


Sarah  Willis 


members  of  Kentwood 
UMC.  As  an  early- 
retired  registered  nurse, 

Sarah  does  hospice  work 
and  occasional  consul¬ 
tation  for  her  former 
employer.  Her  experi¬ 
ence  also  includes  DIS¬ 
CIPLE  Bible  Study  I  and 
II,  Trinity  Bible  Study  and  the  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Leadership.  Her  interests 
include  singing,  gardening,  movies,  and 
she  even  admits  to  enjoying  TV! 

We  welcome  Sarah’s  experience, 
enthusiasm  and  love  for  our  Lord. 
You  can  welcome  her  at  her  home- 
office  (504)  229-3921  or  e-mail: 
twillis@i-55.com 


March  9, 2000 


North  Shore 
District  to 
conduct  lay 
speaking  school 

BY  RICK  UGHTFOOT 

ALDERSGATE  UMC 

God  calls  each  of  us  to  be  witnesses 
who  proclaim  the  presence  and  power 
of  God  through  all  that  we  are  and  all 
that  we  do.  Our  witnessing  can  take 
different  forms,  depending  on  how  we 
discern  God’s  call  in  our  lives.  If  you  feel 
that  God  is  calling  you  to  a  ministry  of 
serving  through  caring,  leading,  or 
speaking,  there  is  an  opportunity  avail¬ 
able  to  help  develop  the  skills  required 
for  your  ministry. 

The  North  Shore  District  will  be  con¬ 
ducting  a  Lay  Speaking  Ministry 
Workshop  on  Saturday,  March  18,  from 
9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  at  First  UMC, 
Hammond.  Both  Basic  and  Advanced 
courses  will  be  conducted.  The  Basic 
course  will  be  taught  by  Rick  Lightfoot 
of  Slidell  and  Grayson  Watson,  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Cost  of  the  work¬ 
shop  is  $11,  which  includes  the  text. 

The  Advanced  course  on  "Lay  Speakers 
as  Worship  Leaders”  will  be  taught  by 
Rev.  Bob  Deich  of  Ponchatoula.  The  fee 
for  the  advanced  course  is  $3;  no  text  is 
required. 

The  Book  of  Discipline  describes  a  lay 
speaker  as  a  member  of  a  local  church 
who  desires  to  serve  the  church  and  is 
informed  on  the  scriptures  and  the  doc¬ 
trine,  heritage,  organization,  and  life  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Lay 
speakers  are  people  who  received  train¬ 
ing  to  develop  skills  in  witnessing  to  the 
Christian  faith  through  spoken  commu¬ 
nication,  church  and  community  lead¬ 
ership  and  care-giving  ministries. 
Applicants  for  the  program  must  also  be 
active  in  the  support  of  the  local  church. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  upcom¬ 
ing  Northshore  District  Lay  Speaking 
School  or  to  register  as  a  participant, 
contact  your  church  office  or  call  Dr. 
Grayson  Watson,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  at  (504)  626-0918. 


North  Shore  District 

124  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 

E-mail:  nsdumc@compsurf.com 

Rev.  Grayson  Watson 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Richard  Hooton 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Sarah  Willis 

District  Missioner 


Picture  your  church  news  here! 
Send  stories  and  photos  to: 
Rev.  Richard  Hooton 
P.O.  Box  280 
Pearl  River,  LA  70452 
(504)  863-7452 

E-mail:  rchooton@gs.verio.net 


5 


March  9,2000 


Louisiana  Conference 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 


x  v f | 

<1: 

SB*  rs 

TAKING  OUTREACH 
TO  NEW  HEIGHTS 
A  winter  ice  storm  recently 
brought  emergency  crews  from 
New  Iberia  to  the  power  lines  in 
front  of  the  Ruston  District  par¬ 
sonage,  which  had  no  electrici¬ 
ty  for  days.  All  work  stopped 
momentarily,  however,  when  a 
pot  of  Community  coffee 
brewed  at  the  parsonage  was 
shared  with  the  workers.  Even 
the  crew  members  high  up  in 
the  bucket  paused  for  some 
warmth  and  Christian  caring. 
Photo  by  Jimmie  Pyles 


Students  from  the 
Ruston  District  attend¬ 
ing  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  recently 
enjoyed  dinner  with 
District  Superintendent 
Jimmie  Pyles  and  Rev. 
David  Dietzel,  chair  of 
the  Ruston  District 
Committee  for 
Ordained  Ministry.  A 
great  time  of  fellowship 
and  questions  and 
answers  were  shared 
with  the  students  dur¬ 
ing  the  visit. 


During  a  recent  Ruston 
District  visit  to  Wilmor, 
Ky.,  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam 
(right),  president  of 
Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  gave  recogni¬ 
tion  to  Ruston  District 
Superintendent  Jimmie 
Pyles  for  the  record  num¬ 
ber  of  students  from  his 
district  who  are  present¬ 
ly  attending  that  semi¬ 
nary  preparing  for  the 
ministry. 


Ruston  District  UMW  installs  new  officers 


The  Ruston  District 
UMW  met  for  their  annu¬ 
al  meeting  at  Homer 
UMC  .  Maxie  Garrett, 
president,  convened  the 
meeting  with  60  attend¬ 
ing  from  15  units.  The 
message,  given  by 
Heather  Putman, 

Haynesville,  was  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  theme, 

“Feed  My  Sheep.” 

Certificates  were  given 
out  to  several  units  under 
four  areas:  Ruston 
District  Achievement 
Award,  Excellence  of 
Studies,  Reading  Program  and  Five- 
Star  Giving  Certificates. 

New  and  continuing  officers  for 
the  year  2000  were  elected  and 
installed.  They  are:  Kitty  DeFreese, 
president:  Jan  Rose,  vice  president; 
Sharon  Shepherd,  secretary:  Page 
Harrison,  treasurer.  Mission  coordi¬ 
nators  are:  Brenda  Kirste,  spiritual 


growth:  Barbara  Causey,  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  education;  Idelle  Simms, 
social  action;  Margaret  Collins, 
membership  nurture  and  outreach; 
Bettye  Lowe,  secretary  of  program 
resources;  Dorothy  Evans,  chair, 
Committee  on  Nominations;  Rita 
Hamblin,  communications  coordina- 
tor;Pat  Pace,  historian.  Members  of 


the  Committee  on  Nominations  are: 
Evelyn  Seeliger,  Blanche  McConnell, 
Carol  Fowler,  Maxie  Garrett  and 
Carolyn  Stanley. 

After  lunch  the  outgoing  officers 
presented  a  skit  entitled  “Baking 
Class-A  Recipe  for  a  Successful  UMW’ 
as  training  for  local  unit  leaders. 


Teacher,  student 
reunite  for 
piano-organ 
concert 


Teacher  Mary  Wilkie  (left)  and  her  stu¬ 
dent,  Judy  Butcher  recently  performed  a 
piano-organ  concert  at  Ringgold  UMC. 


Mary  Wilkie,  a  native  of  Ringgold, 
taught  music  at  Castor  High  School  and 
gave  private  piano  lessons  until  her 
retirement.  One  of  her  students  was 
Judy  Thurman  Butcher  from  Ringgold. 
Recendy,  the  teacher  and  student  were 
reunited  at  the  keyboards. 

Wilkie  and  Butcher  performed  a  fall 
organ-piano  concert  at  Ringgold  United 
Methodist  Church  before  a  crowd  of 
more  than  65  gathered  to  hear  the  beau¬ 
tiful  music,  ranging  from  the  spiritual, 
“Sweet  Bye  &  Bye”,  to  Hayden’s  “Heavens 
Are  Telling”,  and  climaxing  with  Handel’s 
“Hallelujah  Chorus.” 

The  church  organ,  played  by  Wilkie, 
was  rededicated  during  the  concert.  She 
was  music  director  at  Ringgold  UMC  for 
many  years,  but  is  currently  the  organist 
at  Lakeview  UMC  in  Minden.  Butcher, 
who  lives  in  Shreveport,  is  the  current 
pianist  at  Ringgold  UMC. 

Following  the  performance,  listen¬ 
ers  enjoyed  refreshments  and  fellow¬ 
ship  at  a  reception  held  in  the  new 
wing  of  the  church. 


Ruston  District 
901  South  Vienna 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)  251-2690 
E-m,ail:  jpyles@bayou.com 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
District  Superintendent 

Carol  Stewart 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Verna  Myers 

District  Missioner 


Send  your  church  news  to: 
Carol  Stewart 
2013  Highway  794 
Gibsland,LA  71028 


6 


Louisiana  Conference  NOfnl 


March  9,2000 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 

MARCH 

12-14 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership-Track  III 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

12-18 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

17-19 

Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  2000 

St.  Marks  Community  Center, 
New  Orleans 

17-19 

South  Central  Jurisdictional  Quadrennial 
Meeting  of  UM  Women 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

19 

Board  of  Laity 

La.  Conference  Center 

21 

Destination-Transformation 

Grace  UMC, 

Shreveport 

22 

DestinationTransformation 

Broadmoor  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge 

23 

Destination:  Transformation 

La.  Conference  Center 

23-26 

Cursillo  #77 

La.  Conference  Center 

24-25 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Camp  Uskichitto,  LeBlanc 

24-26 

Caney  Conf  Ctr.Tri-District  Work  Camp 

Caney  Conf.  Center 

25 

General  Conference  Delegation 

Horseshoe  Bend  UMC, 
Alexandria 

OPPORTUNITIES 


Sixteenth  Annual  Louisiana  Methodist  Clergy  Golf  Tournament 

Tuesday,  April  25 

The  16th  annual  spring  golf  tournament  for  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
pastors  and  sponsors  will  by  held  Tuesday,  April  25  at  the  Calvert  Crossing 
Club  in  West  Ouachita  Parish.  This  beautiful  venue  is  located  between 
Calhoun  and  West  Monroe. 

The  cost  is  $43  per  person  and  includes  greens  fee,  1/2  cart  and  evening 
meal.  Spouses  or  other  non-playing  guests  can  enjoy  the  evening  meal  for  $8. 
Sponsors  (donation  of  $100  or  more)  play  and  eat  without  charge. 

This  tournament  has  been  a  rare  moment  of  fellowship  for 
pastors  for  many  years.  All  golfing  clergy  who  want  to  partic¬ 
ipate  should  register  as  soon  as  possible  by  sending  checks 
payable  to  “PGA”  (Pastors  Golfing  Around)  and  number  of 
participants  to: 

Rev.  Jack  Phelps 

136  Comanche  Trail 

West  Monroe,  LA  71291 

(318)  397-3878 

We  invite  all  clergy,  especially  those  new  to  the  Louisiana  Conference.  All 
players  MUST  preregister.  A  map  is  available  by  contacting  Dr.  Pete  Harrington 
at (504)  888-1155. 


NOTICE:  DAUGHENBAUGH  MATHENY  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICANTS 
Application  deadline  is  April  1! 

Please  note  the  following  correction  for  the  mailing  address  listed 
on  the  application.  The  correct  address  is: 

LA  Conference  Scholarship  Chairman 
1185  Robert  E.  Lee  Boulevard 
New  Orleans,  LA  70124 


J-Walkin' 


continued  from  Page 
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Youth  director  Diane  Howe  had  just 
come  to  the  church  with  her  husband, 
Rev.  Tom  Howe  [senior  pastor).  She  had 
musical  experience,  but  had  her  work 
cut  out  for  her  in  organizing  J-Walkin’. 
None  of  the  kids  had  any  praise  band 
experience,  and  none  even  owned  a  gui¬ 
tar. 

Still,  Howe  liked  the  idea. 

‘’I  love  serving  Christ  through  music,” 
she  said.  "That  was  one  of  the  things  I 
missed  most  about  my  last  church.  I  felt 
sure  I  would  be  in  some  form  of  con¬ 
temporary  music  ministry,  I  just  didn’t 
know  it  would  necessarily  be  a  youth 
praise  band.” 

Barbe  freshman  Cary  McKee,  15,  said 
the  early  days  were  difficult. 

‘  ’When  we  first  started,  we  sounded 
horrible,”  the  guitar  player  said.  "We  had 
these  little  amps  and  they  played  at  all 
different  volumes,  but  we’re  getting  bet¬ 
ter  and  the  church  has  backed  us  up  by 
getting  us  equipment.  It  really  helps 
when  you  have  a  church  that  supports 
you.” 

Barbe  junior  Brandt  Cooley,  16,  said 
it’s  not  just  the  youth  who  appreciate  the 
contemporary  sound  of  J-Walkin’. 

"We  play  at  church  and  the  older 
people  tell  us  we’re  good,”  the  guitarist, 
vocalist  and  sometimes  keyboard  player 
said. 

Howe  said  the  adults  have  responded 
well  in  donations.  'They  love  them,”  she 
said. 

Lynn  Fuller,  the  father  of  one  of  the 
members  of  J-Walkin’,  helped  the  group 
out  with  a  sound  system.  "The  adults 
may  not  like  the  loudness  of  the  music, 
but  they  like  the  message  it  brings  and 
that  it  brings  people  into  the  church,” 
Howe  said. 

Barbe  sophomore  Paul  Ellender,  15, 


said  the  music  speaks  to  the  younger 
generation  in  ways  other  ministries 
don’t. 

"A  lot  of  the  traditional  services  get 
boring  to  younger  people,”  the  guitarist 
said.  "J-Walkin’  is  a  ministry  to  youth." 

The  Howes’  sons,  Travis  and  Austin, 
said  they  also  see  the  ministry  potential 
in  J-Walkin’. 

Travis,  a  16-year-old  Barbe  junior  and 
the  group’s  bass  player,  said  he  enjoys 
seeing  others  worship  God  through 
music. 

"You  grow  in  your  faith  watching 
other  people  grow  in  their  faith,”  he  said. 
“J-Walkin’  is  a  good  way  to  reach  out  to 
people  who  haven’t  always  been  in 
touch  with  church. 

For  13-year-old  Joshua  Hermann,  an 
eighth-grader  at  S.J.  Welsh,  and  Chris 
Sonnier,  a  home-schooler,  J-Walkin’  is  a 
way  to  express  themselves. 

Hermann,  who  plays  guitar,  is  full  of 
energy.  Though  he  clowned  around  with 
the  others,  he  was  focused  while 
rehearsing. 

"I  really  like  music  and  I  like  that  1 
can  spread  the  word  of  God  through 
music,”  he  said. 

Sonnier,  a  harmonica  player,  said  "it’s 
never  a  dull  moment”  when  J-Walkin’ 
gets  together. 

Megan  Saucier,  a  16-year-old  Barbe 
junior  and  a  singer,  said  the  practices  are 
actually  a  time  of  worship  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  J-Walkin’. 

"We  like  to  make  sure  in  the  practices 
that  we  are  not  just  practicing  because 
we  know  that  when  God’s  involved  and 
we’re  truly  worshiping,  and  it’s  truly  for 
God  and  his  glory,  it’s  going  to  be  per¬ 
fect,”  she  said. 

Diane  Howe  said  it’s  this  focus  on 
Christ  that  binds  the  group  together. 


University  UMC  Children/Youth  International  Cultural  Exhibition 

Sunday,  April  2 

The  Global  Missions  Committee  of  University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  Youth  and  Children’s  International  Cultural  Sunday  April  2  from  9:30 
a.m.-noon,  on  the  church  premises.  This  educationally  enriching  festival  is  pur¬ 
posely  designed  to  help  our  children  learn  about  their  culture  and  heritage  and  to 
share  them  with  others.  Children  are  the  key  players,  with  adult  supervision.  The 
event  will  feature  displays  of  artifacts,  a  fashion  show  of  traditional  clothing,  flags, 
literature,  pictures,  storytelling,  music,  and  food  from  around  the  world.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited  to  attend. 

Participation  in  this  festival  is  open  to  any  child  or  group  of  children  from  area 
churches  that  has  something  in  the  above  listed  or  related  topics,  to  display 
and/or  share.  If  you  would  like  to  participate,  please  contact  Roy  and  Christie 
Dike  at  (225)  275-2855)  or  Cindy  Hall  at  (225)  344-0343  before  March  23. 

CHRISTIAN  CAMPERS  2000 
July  11-16 
Sedalia,  Missouri 

Christian  campers  2000  will  be  meeting  for  a  Rally  on  July  11- 
16,2000.  The  theme  for  the  Rally  is  "One  Great  Fellowship  of 
Love.”  The  Rally  will  be  held  at  the  Missouri  State  Fairgrounds 
in  Sedalia,  Missouri. 

The  main  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Wesley  Putnam,  an  ordained 
United  Methodist  clergy  who  is  now  a  full-time  evangelist. 

There  will  be  activities  for  children  ages  6-16  and  crafts  and 
an  RV  seminar  for  adults  as  well  as  worship  and  singing  every 
evening. 

Programs  will  be  held  in  an  air-conditioned  building;  there  are  3,000  RV 
sites,  300  with  full  hook-ups.  There  are  also  sites  for  tents.  Everyone  is  invited 
to  attend  and  have  a  great  time  of  fellowship  and  fun. 

For  a  registration  form,  contact: 

Robert  Ney 

465  Santa  Anna  Dr. 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70611-5429 


CHURCH  SEEK 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 

Large  (1,200  member)  downtown,  United  Methodist  Church  seeking  full¬ 
time  director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee-FUMC, 
812  Kirkman  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601  or  FAX  (337)  436-6658  or  e-mail  to 
doug@usunwired.net. 

DIRECTOR  OF  WEEKDAY  MINISTRIES 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  is  seeking  a  creative, 
energetic  degreed  educator  to  direct  a  Christian  day  school  for  children  ages 
six  months  to  five  years.  Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to  Sherry 
Chenevert  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  10230  Mollylea  Dr.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70815. 
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Counsel  offered  amid 


childhood  violence 


Religions  should  promote  human  rights  of  women,  panel  says 

UNITED  NATIONS  (UMNS)  -  The  world’s  religions  must  do  a 
better  job  of  promoting  human  rights  for  women,  according  to 
speakers  at  a  March  7  panel  discussion. 

The  panel  was  one  of  three  being  sponsored  by  Ecumenical 
Women  2000  and  Religion  Counts  during  U.N.  meetings  of  its 
Commission  on  the  Status  ofWomen.  United  Methodists  are  among 
the  churches  represented  in  the  Ecumenical  Women  2000  coalition. 

Speaking  from  a  Christian  perspective,  Battu  Jambawai  of  the  Women's  Desk,  All 
Africa  Conference  of  Churches,  discussed  the  need  for  churches  to  better  assist 
women  suffering  from  culturally  approved  traditions  or  outright  violence.  Jambawai, 
a  native  of  Sierra  Leone,  also  is  vice  president  of  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist 
and  Uniting  Church  Women. 

Prayer  is  good,  but  Jambawai  noted  that  Jesus  also  took  care  of  people’s  physical 
needs.  “The  women  (in  Africa)  are  hurting  every  day,”  she  said.  "They  are  sitting  in 
the  pews,  they  are  bleeding,  they  are  crying,  but  no  one  is  listening.” 

UMCOR  sends  second  shipment  to  Mozambique 

(UMNS) As  a  developing  cyclone  posed  a  new  threat  to  flood-ravaged 
Mozambique,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  dispatched  a 
second  shipment  of  relief  supplies  to  the  African  country. 

The  15-ton  shipment  left  March  1  and  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Mozambique  with¬ 
in  six  weeks,  said  the  Rev.  Bob  Osgood,  based  at  the  UMCOR  Depot  in  Baldwin,  La. 
The  shipment  includes  more  than  7,000  health  kits,  150  bedding  packs,  150  home 
care  kits,  3,300  emergency  ration  bars,  48,000  doses  of  oral  re-hydration  salts,  more 
than  200,000  servings  of  dehydrated  potatoes  and  3,000  units  of  mosquito  netting. 

UMCOR  also  has  sent  $80,000  to  help  with  relief  efforts. 

By  conservative  estimates,  more  than  800,000  people  in  southern  Africa  have 
been  affected  by  floods  resulting  from  rains  and  Cyclone  Eline. 


IN  BRIEF 

Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

DISASTER  NEWS  NETWORK 

FLINT,  MICHIGAN  —  In  the  midst 
of  the  shock  surrounding  a  six- year-old 
boy  allegedly  shooting  and  killing  his 
first-grade  classmate,  a  long-term 
response  is  already  being  planned. 

Shortly  after  the  tragedy  occurred 
last  week,  the  Presbytery  of  Lake  Huron 
began  planning  a  response. 
Presbyterian  Disaster  Assistance  (PDA) 
reported  that  the  presbytery  plans  to 
offer  a  “summer  camp  experience”  for 
the  affected  students,  modeled  after 
the  response  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Arkansas  to  the  1998  middle  school 
shooting  in  Jonesboro,  Ark. 

Local  churches  responded  with 
counseling  and  prayer  immediately 
as  well. 

The  Rev.  Sylvester  Miller  III,  pastor 
of  Faith  United  Methodist  Church, 
rushed  to  the  school  to  serve  as  a 
counselor  to  the  children  and  teach¬ 
ers  alike. 

“They  still  feel  frightened  and 
uncertain,  and  rightly  so,”  Miller  said 
of  the  children.  “They  really  don’t  know 
what  to  think.” 

Because  of  the  extreme  youth  of  the 
alleged  shooter,  the  community  has 
quickly  embraced  him  as  a  victim  of 
the  tragedy  as  well. 

“Our  position  now  is  to  really  stand 
in  the  gate  for  both  families  as  much  as 
we  possibly  can,  because  we  recognize 
that  the  trauma  is  tremendous  for  both 
of  them.  We  feel  like  it’s  the  communi¬ 
ty’s  responsibility  to  reach  out  to  both 
families  to  try  to  embrace  them  and 
support  them,”  Miller  said. 

The  Rev.  Herbert  B.  Dixson,  pastor 
of  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  coun- 


opt  in,  board  says 

BY  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

Clergy  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  who  have  opted 
out  of  Social  Security  should  consider 
getting  back  into  the  program  while 
there’s  still  time,  a  denominational 
agency  says. 

April  15,  2002,  is  the  deadline  for 
re-enrolling  in  Social  Security, 
according  to  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits,  based  in  Evanston,  Ill. 
However,  the  agency  is  encouraging 
people  to  file  as  early  in  the  tax  year 
as  possible,  since  Social  Security 
taxes  would  still  be  owed  for  the 
entire  year. 

Clergy  members  who  opt  back  in 
won’t  pay  back  taxes  or  penalties  for 
doing  so,  and  previously  earned 
Social  Security  credits  will  count 
toward  eligibility,  according  to  the 
winter  2000  edition  of  the  board’s 
Hark!  newsletter.  To  qualify  for  retire¬ 
ment  benefits,  a  participant  must 


seled  the  school’s  principal,  who  is  a 
member  of  his  congregation,  and 
some  of  the  teachers  as  well.  He  said 
one  of  the  greatest  issues  they  were 
wrestling  with  was  “dealing  with  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  no  home  base.” 

The  boy’s  father  is  currently  in  jail 
for  violating  probation  related  to  a  bur¬ 
glary  conviction.  The  house  where  the 
boy  was  staying  allegedly  saw  traffic  in 
illegal  drugs  and  guns.  In  fact,  the  .32 
caliber  handgun  used  in  the  killing  had 
been  reported  stolen  some  time  before. 

To  begin  helping  to  remedy  the 
problem,  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  scheduled  a  parenting  clinic 
open  to  the  community  the  weekend  of 
March  11-12.  While  the  program  had 
been  slated  for  the  near  future,  it  was 
rushed  into  a  timeslot  normally 
reserved  for  Bible  study  after  the 
shooting  occurred. 

“In  this  case,  if  we  had  childproof 
handguns,  it  wouldn’t  make  any  differ¬ 
ence  when  this  boy  found  the  gun  or 
how  he  got  the  gun,  it  wouldn’t  work," 
Miller  said. 

No  one  wants  children  to  have  guns, 
he  added,  “so,  therefore,  since  the  tech¬ 
nology  is  out  there  (to  make  guns 
childproof),  we  should  require  that 
guns  be  made  with  such  technology. 

“It’s  incredibly  saddening  for  me 
personally  and,  I  think,  for  the  whole 
country-it’s  sad  to  find  that  guns  are  so 
prevalent  in  our  society  that  first- 
graders  can  take  them  to  school  and 
kill  other  first-graders.  It’s  just  depress¬ 
ing  is  what  it  is,”  said  Miller,  who 
became  active  on  the  issue  when  he 
lost  a  brother  to  gun  violence. 


have  40  credits,  which  would  accrue 
through  about  10  years  of  work. 

The  board  outlines  four  reasons 
for  considering  opting  back  in: 

•Medicare.  People  who  are  65 
years  old  and  are  receiving  Social 
Security  benefits  usually  qualify  for 
Medicare  automatically.  Moreover, 
someone  who  is  eligible  to  receive 
Social  Security  benefits  can  get  Part  A 
of  Medicare-the  part  that  pays  for 
hospitalization-without  having  to 
pay  premiums.  Part  A  is  covered 
through  payroll  taxes. 

•Disability.  Participating  in  Social 
Security  provides  basic  protection 
from  catastrophic  illness  or  injury. 

•Supplemental  retirement  income 
for  the  pastor  and  family.  Anyone  with 
enough  Social  Security  credits  can 
receive  retirement  benefits  at  age  65. 

•Survivor  benefits.  Pastors  who 
earn  enough  credits  while  they’re 
working  can  ensure  that,  after  they 
die,  Social  Security  provides  benefits 
to  some  surviving  family  members. 


Glitch  causes  DCA  omission 

A  computer  glitch  has  resulted  in 
some  sections  being  omitted  from 
Volume  1,  Sections  1  and  2,  of  the 
Advance  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  sent 
to  delegates  and  subscribers  late  in 
February.  The  Rev.  Rich  Peck,  a  staff 
member  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  editor  of  the 
DCA,  said  the  missing  items  will  be 
included  in  an  Advance  Edition  3,  to  be 
mailed  March  30  from  Nashville. 

Red  Bird  foundation  established 

Supporters  of  United  Methodist 
work  among  the  poor  of  Appalachia 
can  now  make  lasting  gifts  to  the  con¬ 
ference  in  ministry  there.  The  Heart  of 
Appalachia  Foundation  has  been  creat¬ 
ed  to  provide  a  more  permanent  fund¬ 
ing  base  to  the  25  churches,  three  out¬ 
reach  centers  and  three  agencies  that 
serve  a  10-county  area  in  southeastern 
Kentucky.  The  ministries  are  operated 
by  the  United  Methodist  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference.  For  details, 
write  to  Donna  Vickers,  at  A270 
Bennett  Circle,  London,  KY  40741  or  e- 
mail:heartofapp@kih.  net. 


Mission  Opportunities 

Several  urgent  requests  for  volun¬ 
teers  have  been  received  by  Walt  and 
Betty  Whitehurst,  consultants  for  indi¬ 
vidual  volunteers  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  including 
the  following: 

1.  Camp  hosts  to  assist  with  the  sum¬ 
mer  camping  program  at  a  United 
Methodist  camp  near  Juneau,  Alaska. 


Duke  launches  end-of-life  issues  program 

United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  has 
launched  a  program  aimed  at  address¬ 
ing  end-of-life  issues,  such  as  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  quality  care  to  people  approach¬ 
ing  death.  The  Duke  Institute  on  Care  at 
the  End  of  Life  was  inaugurated  March  2 
with  a  symposium,  followed  by  a  dinner 
that  featured  former  first  lady  Rosalyn 
Carter  as  speaker.  The  new  institute  will 
dedicate  its  resources  to  research,  edu¬ 
cation  and  improved  access  to  care  in 
the  later  stages  of  life. 

Religious  leaders  advocate  $1  minimum 
wage  increase 

United  Methodists  are  among  the 
religious  leaders  calling  on  President 
Clinton  and  the  members  of  Congress  to 
raise  the  minimum  wage  in  the  United 
States  by  $1  an  hour. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove,  ecu¬ 
menical  officer  for  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
W.  Edgar,  top  staff  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.,  were  two  of  the  18  religious 
leaders  who  signed  a  letter  to  the 
administration  and  Congress  March  7. 


2.  An  instructor  for  international 
hospitality  training  program  and  a 
variety  of  summer  camp  volunteers  at 
Snow  Mountain  Ranch  near  Winter 
Park,  Colorado. 

Persons  interested  in  these  positions 
may  contact  Walt  or  Betty  Whitehurst  at 
(757)  426-2461  or  e-mail: 
(indvol@aol.com) 


For  general  information  about  the  United  Methodist  Church 
call  InfoServ  at  1-800-251-8140. 


Pastors  without  Social  Security  should 
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Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans,  will  host  a  min¬ 
istry  growth  seminar  for 
clergy  on  Tuesday  March 
28  at  11  a.m.  (including 
lunch).  The  workshop  will 
address  the  need  for 
authentic  ministry  in  an 
image-conscious  age. 

There  will  be  presenta¬ 
tions  via  television  downlink 
from  four  renowned  preach¬ 
ers  and  caregivers  who 
know  ministry  from  the 
inside  out.  The  workshop 
itself  will  last  for  three  and 
one-half  hours.  CEU  credits 
will  be  awarded. 

The  cost  is  $10.  To  regis¬ 
ter,  please  call  Rev.  Judy 
Nelson,  staff  chaplain,  at 


Authentic  Ministry 
in  an  Image- 
Conscious  Age 


Or.  Haddon  Robinson's 

P3SS=ort  tor  sharing 
Scripture  resulted  in  his 
twins  named  'one  ot  the  12 
most  effective  preachers  in 
the  Enghsh-speatong 
world.* 


V/ 


A  vice-admiral  in  the  U  S 
Navy  and  holding  a  Ph  0. 
m  Psychology,  Dr.  Barry 
Black  is  best  known  as  a 
chaplain  who  ministers 
God's  compassion  to  both 
midshipmen  and  the 
famous 


(504)  244-5430. 


A  teacher,  ministry 
director,  and  college 
president  Dr.  Andrea 
luilon  is  admired  by 
colleagues  and  students 
for  her  deep  understanding 
ot  personal  spirituality. 


One  of  the  trusted 
authorities  on  pastoral 
preaching.  Dr.  Paul  Scott 
Wilson  is  professor  of 
homiletics  at  Emmanuel 
College  in  Toronto  and  chair 
ot  the  Pastoral  Theology 
Department  at  Toronto 
School  of  Theology. 


Free  those  videos!  Amnesty  program  offered 


Time  once  again  for  a  RESOURCE 
AMNESTY  PROGRAM.  Please  check 
your  cabinets,  shelves,  nooks  and 
crannies  to  see  if  you  have  any  videos 
that  need  to  be  returned  to  the 
Conference  Resource  Center.  There 
will  be  no  late  fees  charged,  and  you 
may  send  your  tapes  back  anony¬ 
mously.  An  example  of  some  that  are 
missing  include:  Network  Video  Kit, 

A  Charge  to  Keep,  Growing  Through 
Grief  Video  Series,  John  Wesley:  The 


Man  From  Aldersgate,  John  Wesley: 
Proud  Methodist,  Martin  the  Cobbler, 
and  several  of  the  Questions  of  Faith 
Series  tapes. 

Please  take  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  and  let  other  people  that 
need  to  use  them  have  that  opportu¬ 
nity.  Thank  you  for  you  help  in  this 
matter!  Please  return  to:  Conference 
Resource  Center,  527  North 
Boulevard  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
70802-5700. 


Conference  camps  gearing 
up  for  work  days 


i  n  t  e 


As  Louisiana 
Conference 
camps  ready 
themselves  for  ^ 
another  great  ^ 
summer  of  fun— 
and  inspiration  \ 
for  Louisiana’s 
youth  and  chil¬ 
dren,  your  help 
is  needed  for 
cleaning-up, 
repair  and  rebuilding  of  the  many 
buildings  and  properties  that  are  a  part 
of  the  summer  program  season. 
Louisiana  VIM  work  camps  have  been 
scheduled  in  each  camp  to  accomplish 
just  that. 


VIM 


Camp  Uskichitto,  LeBlanc-  March  24-26 
The  cost  is 
$30,  which 
includes 
overnight 
lodging, 
insurance, 

and  meals  (JSKICHITTO 
mcludmga  r£TrEaT  CENTER 

Uskichitto  covers  the  Lake  Charles, 
Alexandria  and  Acadiana  Tri-District. 


Caney  Conference  Center,  Minden- 
March  24-26: 

3  days,  2  nights 

The  cost  is  $10  per  person  for  those 


arriving  on 
Friday  for 
meals  and 
lodging  and  $5 
for  those  arriv¬ 
ing  on 

Saturday  for  meals.  Caney  covers  the 
Monroe,  Ruston  and  Shreveport  Tri- 
District. 

Camp  Istrouma,  Denham  Springs- 
May  20: 

There  is  no 
cost  for  this 
one-day  work 
camp,  which 
will  end  with  a  7  » 
barbeque  din-  f  t 
ner  for  all  vol-  ft  j 
unteers.  Camp 
Istrouma 
serves  as  the 

camp  for  the  North  Shore,  Baton 
Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts. 


In  addition  to  the  physical  work  of 
these  work  camps,  spiritual  nurturing 
will  take  place  as  well.  District  super¬ 
intendents  will  lead  great  worship  and 
preaching  celebrations  at  each  of  the 
work  camp  locations. 

Come  join  us  at  any  or  all  of  these 
camps  and  reaffirm  the  ministry  that 
these  camps  bring  to  our  children, 
youth  and  ourselves. 

For  more  details  and  registration 
information  for  each  of  the  camps, 
please  call  your  District  Office. 


Mission  is  responsibility  of 'all  Christians/  Basset  says 

Sarah  Schoeffier 
(right)  talks  with 
(clockwise  from 
right)  Gloria 
Hodges  (back  of 
head  to  camera), 
Carolyn  Potts, 
Alta  Benson  (par¬ 
tially  obscured 
from  view),  and 
Grace  Marcel. 
Photo  by  Joshua 
Lewis 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

Mission  is  not  a  task  to  be  delegated, 
but  is  the  responsibility  of  every 
Christian,  said  Rev.  Jeremy  M.  M. 

Basset,  keynote  speaker  at  this  year’s 
Volunteers  In  Mission  Celebration  Feb. 
20  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

“It  is  the  task-the 
authentic  task-of  every 
Christian.  Just  as  it  is  to 
worsJiip,  so  it  is  to  be  in 
mission.  Because  in 
mission,  we  are  inviting 
people  into  worship  of 
the  living  Christ,”  said 
Basset,  the  minister  of 
Disciplestiip  and 
Congregational 
Outreach  at  Church  of  the  Servant  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Nearly  170  people  turned  out  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  past  year’s  accomplishments 
and  look  forward  to  new  ones. 
Participants  benefited  from  workshops 
on  topics  such  as  the  Louisiana 
Conference’s  new  disaster  response 
plan,  North  Carolina’s  continuing 
response  to  Hurricane  Floyd  devasta¬ 
tion  and  a  project  to  collect  and  ship 
unused  medical  supplies  to  missions 
worldwide. 

Many  attendees  erected  booths 
demonstrating  the  mission  work  they 
had  accomplished.  Members  of  First 


UMC,  Slidell,  for  example,  shared  their 
project  building  ramps  at  the  homes  of 
people  who  are  confined  to  wheel¬ 
chairs.  So  far,  their  efforts  have  eased 
daily  life  in  30  homes.  In  an  alliance 
with  the  City  of  New  Orleans  and  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana  VIM  is  set  to  build 
even  more  ramps  during  “Takiri  It  to 
the  Streets  2000.”  The  city  is  furnishing 
the  building  materials.  The  churches 
will  provide  the  volunteer  labor.  The 
goal:  to  build  75  ramps  over  the  week¬ 
end  of  Mar.  17-19.  First  UMC,  Slidell, 
will  send  its  volunteers  to  join  this 
effort. 

"This  was  like  a  Godsend,”  First 


UMC,  Slidell,  Mission  Committee  mem¬ 
ber  Colleen  McGary  said  of  the  new 
development.  "We  hope  other  church’s 
will  say,  ‘Hey,  we  want  to  do  this,  too.” 

Mission  is  work  "consciously  done  as 
an  act  of  obedience  to  and  worship  of 
the  Living  Christ,”  Bassett  said. 

More  than  600  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  responded  as  Volunteers  in 
Mission  in  1999  on  work  teams  span¬ 
ning  the  globe  from  Honduras  to  Spain, 
said  Louisiana  VIM  Director  Larry 
Norman. 

For  more  information  contact  the 
LAVIM  office  at  (888)239-5286  or  (225) 
346-1646. 


General  Conference  issues 
to  be  discussed 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  are 
invited  to  attend  a  Special  Meeting  of 
the  Louisiana  Delegation  to  the 
General/Jurisdictional  Conferences  on 
Saturday,  March  25  at  10  a.m.  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria, 
1600  Horseshoe  Dr. 

Information  relative  to  issues  of 
Baptism,  Membership,  Finances, 
Apportionments,  Correctional  Process 
Team  (Church  Structure), 
Homosexuality,  Communications, 
General  Conference  on  Ministries 
Proposals,  Lay  Leadership  Proposals, 
and  “Igniting  Ministry”  Proposals  will 
be  discussed. 

Spring  Meeting  of 
Conference  Board  of  Laity 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
will  be  held  Saturday,  March  18  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth  at  9:30  a.m. 

A  special  presentation  will  be  made 
on  “The  Role  of  Lay  Leadership”  by 
Tim  Moss,  director  of  Laity 
Development  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Plans  also  will  be  made  for  the 
Annual  Laity  Breakfast  which  will  be 
held  Tuesday,  June  6,  in  the  South 
Cafeteria  of  Centenary  College. 


Rev.  Jeremy 
M.  M.  Basset 
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Offering  to  help  flood  victims  in  Mozambique 


Bishops  issue  appeal  for 


African  flood  disaster 


Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Faith, 

We  have  all  seen  the  tragic  pictures 
from  Mozambique:  flood  waters  cover¬ 
ing  villages,  sweeping  the  countryside, 
leaving  a  few  rooftops,  trees,  bridges  or 
small  muddy  islands  of  elevated  ground 
where  people  des¬ 
perately  await  res¬ 
cue.  At  this  writ¬ 
ing,  the  damage 
only  begins  to  be 
realized.  Aid  work¬ 
ers  expect  the  offi¬ 
cial  death  toll  to 
rise  into  the  thou¬ 
sands.  Joaquim 
Chissano,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Mozambique,  estimates  2  mil¬ 
lion  people  are  affected.  They  are  home¬ 
less,  have  lost  loved  ones,  or  desperately 
need  food,  water,  medicine  or  other 
assistance.  Fresh  water  is  so  scarce 
many  people  have  to  choose  between 
dehydration  or  contaminated  water. 
Floods  destroyed  much  of  the  infra¬ 
structure,  washing  away  roads  and 
bridges.  Children  lost  parents;  parents 
lost  children.  Thousands  have  contract¬ 
ed  malaria  from  mosquitoes  breeding  in 
stagnant  water. 

United  Methodists,  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  have  responded  quickly  to 
this  catastrophe.  Before  the  flooding 
made  headlines,  UMCOR  sent  relief  sup¬ 
plies  and  financial  grants  to  our  church 
partners  in  Mozambique  and  South 
Africa  who  were  reaching  out  with  food, 
water,  tents,  medicine  and  other  sup¬ 
plies.  UMCOR  will  continue  to  respond, 
on  behalf  of  all  United  Methodists,  pro¬ 
viding  relief  and  assistance  through 
years  of  recovery. 

Though  Mozambique  has  born  the 
brunt  of  the  flooding,  other  South 
African  countries  are  also  affected  and 
need  our  assistance.  Please  give  gener- 


Caraway  resigning  from  UM  Foundation 


Ray  Caraway  has 
announced  his  resigna¬ 
tion  as  president  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana, 
effective  April  14.  He  has 
accepted  a  position  as 
executive  director  of  the 
Community  Foundation 
of  Central  Georgia  in  Macon. 

Ray  has  served  the  Foundation  for  six 
years,  the  past  two  years  as  president. 


Ray  Caraway 


During  those  years,  the  Foundation  has 
increased  its  assets  from  $25  million  to 
$85  million  and  its  staff  size  from  three 
to  ten. 

Caraway  brings  a  dynamic  leadership 
perspective  and  a  keen  interest  in  the 
work  of  community  foundations  to  his 
new  position. 

The  Foundation  and  Conference 
Office  wish  Ray  and  his  family  much 
success  in  the  pursuit  of  this  new 
opportunity. 


North  Cross  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  newest  congregation  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  celebrates 
the  installation  of  a  new  sign  announc¬ 
ing  the  location  of  its  future  building 
site:  10  acres  on  Highway  21  just  north 
See  SIGN  Page  6 
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A  man  reacts  as  he  steps  into  flood  water,  Friday,  Feb.  25,  on  the  road  to  Xai-Xai,  the 
road  linking  the  north  of  the  country  to  the  main  center,  the  capital  of  Mozambique, 
Maputo.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Mozambicians  have  fallen  victim  to  the  flooding 
that  submerged  much  of  their  country  in  muddy  water.  (AP  Photo/Karel  Prinsloo) 


ously  to  the  Churchwide  Appeal  for 
Flood  Recovery  in  Mozambique  and 
Neighboring  Countries,  Advance  No. 
156500-0.  Funds  raised  through  this 
appeal  will  be  used  to  provide  relief  and 
rehabilitation  for  people  affected  by  the 
floods,  and  to  repair  and  reconstruct 
church  buildings  and  other  church- 
related  property.  Monetary  gifts  should 
be  submitted  through  your  local  church 
treasurer  to  your  annual  conference  for 
forwarding  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  Credit 
card  donations  can  be  made  by  calling 
UMCOR  at  (800)  554-8583.  Your  local 
church  can  receive  credit  for  mission 
giving  when  you  make  a  credit  card 
donation. 

Since  this  Churchwide  Appeal 
comes  so  close  to  the  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  Offering  (OGHS),  we  urge 
you  not  to  neglect  either  offering. 
OGHS  is  the  backbone  of  UMCOR. 
Without  OGHS,  UMCOR  cannot 
respond  to  suffering  in  Mozambique  or 
anywhere  else.  If  you  need  to  spread 


out  the  offering  dates,  please  plan  to 
receive  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
Offering  later  this  year. 

As  you  recently  opened  your  hearts 
and  shared  your  resources  with  the 
people  of  Kosovo  and  Turkey,  we  urge 
you  to  respond  with  the  same  love, 
compassion  and  concern  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Mozambique  and  their  neigh¬ 
bors.  We  truly  are  blessed  to  be  a 
church  reaching  beyond  borders,  race 
and  class  tq  provide  hope  and  life-giv¬ 
ing  resources  to  sisters  and  brothers  in 
need.  Please  pray  for  all  who  have  lost 
so  much  in  this  disaster. 

Grace  and  peace, 

Council  of  Bishops  and 
General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration 

North  Cross  Church 
installs  sign 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


Prayer-bathed 


are  we  doubt  the  power  of  prayer?  Is 
there  any  among  us  that  considers 
prayer  optional?  Is  our  reliance  on 
prayer  a  first  impulse  or  a  last  resort? 

Jesus  was  a  person  of  prayer.  He 
prayed  in  the  synagogue,  in  the  temple, 
in  homes,  in  gatherings,  in  the  out¬ 
doors,  and  with  his  friends.  Jesus  made 
a  clear  witness  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  prayer  for  the  living  of 
the  life  of  faith. 

John  Wesley  was  a  person 
of  prayer.  When  Wesley 
described  the  means  of  grace, 
he  included  prayer.  Wesley 
encouraged  early  Methodists 
to  maintain  a  regular  and  dis¬ 
ciplined  prayer  life. 

When  the  bishops  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church 
issued  a  call  for  prayer  and 
fasting  in  preparation  for  the 
forthcoming  General 
Conference,  it  was  a  call  that 
flows  from  our  life  together  as 
followers  of  Jesus  and  as  peo¬ 
ple  schooled  by  Wesley.  This 
“call  to  prayer"  is  not  some 
programmatic  response  to  the 
challenges  and  controversies 
our  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  will  face;  rather,  it  is  an 
expression  of  the  centrality  of 
spiritual  discipline  and  discernment 
amidst  the  life  and  work  of  the  General 
Conference. 

Prayer  will  keep  us  focused  on  what 
God  wants  to  say  to  the  churches.  In 
Rev.  2:7,  the  writer  says,  “Hear  what  the 
Spirit  says  to  the  churches.” 

A  pertinent  question  for  every  General 
Conference  delegate  is,  “Who  are  you  lis¬ 
tening  to?”  It  is  an  understatement  to  say 
that  our  delegates  have  been  deluged 
with  information,  lobbied  by  caucuses, 
coalitions,  and  constituencies,  and  con¬ 
fronted  by  a  variety  of  media-conveyed 
perspectives.  To  be  sure,  God’s  will  may 
be  voiced  in  and  through  some  of  these 
components,  but  how  shall  we  draw 


such  a  conclusion  without  spending  seri¬ 
ous  time  in  prayer,  listening  for  God’s 
voice  amidst  voices  within  and  without? 

No  matter  what  perspective  we  hold, 
what  caucus  flag  we  carry,  what  con¬ 
stituency  elected  us  or  has  a  claim  on 
our  allegiance,  we  can  be  united  in  one 
conviction:  “We  want  the  actions  of 

General  Conference  to  reflect 
God’s  will,  not  our  own.” 

Admittedly,  being 
absolutely  sure  that  some 
decision  or  action  will  faith¬ 
fully  reflect  God’s  will  is  a  con¬ 
viction  approached  and 
claimed  with  humility,  even 
fear  and  trembling.  And  that 
leads  us  back  to  prayer. 

I  am  going  to  be  praying 
daily  for  the  Louisiana 
General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates.  I  have  their  names  on 
a  card.  [See  list  below.)  I 
shall  pray  for  each  one  by 
name.  Also,  I  will  be  praying 
daily  for  the  other  delegates 
who  will  assemble  in 
Cleveland,  May  2- 12. 

My  prayer  is  not  going  to 
be  for  these  delegates  to 
come  to  some  decision  or 
take  some  action  that  I  have 
decided  is  God’s  will  for 
United  Methodism.  Rather,  I  am  going 
to  be  praying  that  each  delegate  will 
discern  with  such  clarity  what  God’s 
will  is  for  United  Methodism  that  this 
General  Conference  will  foster  a  season 
of  unity,  reconciliation,  respect  and 
missional  focus  not  recently  seen  in 
our  life  together. 

Likewise,  I  am  going  to  be  praying 
that  I  learn  and  discern  God’s  will 
through  the  actions  of  these  “prayer- 
bathed”  delegates  in  order  that  I  may  be 
edified  and  empowered  to  fulfill  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  Christ. 


I  am  going  to  be 
praying  that  each 
delegate  will 
discern  with  such 
clarity  what  God's 
will  is  for  United 
Methodism  that 
this  General 
Conference  will 
foster  a  season 
of  unity, 
reconciliation, 
respect  and  mis¬ 
sional  focus  not 
recently  seen  in 
our  life  together. 


Louisiana  Conference  Delegates  to  General,  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  Prayer  List 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

CLERGY  DELEGATES 
Robert  L.  Burgess 
William  D.  PeeplCs 
Marie  P.  Williams 
Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Donald  R.  Avery 

LAY  DELEGATES 
Anita  Crump,  Chair 
Fred  Loy 

Lane  Cotton  Winn 
Sarah  Kreutziger 
Terrel  J.  DeVille 


JURISDICTIONAL 

CONFERENCE 

CLERGY  DELEGATES 
Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Donald  C.  Cottrill 
Leslie  N.  Akin 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
R.  Larry  Stafford 

LAYDELEGATES 
Edward  G.  Randolph,  Jr 
Carolyn  Dove 
Nancy  Carruth 
Vera  Packer 
Jared  R.  Williams 


RESERVE  DELEGATES 
TO  JURISDICTIONAL 
CONFERENCE 
CLERGY  DELEGATES 
Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
Sue  Kelly 
Fred  B.  Wideman 
Troy  Edward  Boyd,  Jr 

LAYDELEGATES 
Fane  Peeples 
Ronald  D.  Sarver 
George  K.  Anding,  Jr. 


CONNECTED  THROUGH  'A  PORTION  ME  NT' FOR  OTHERS 


Seeds  of  hope  unite 
Natchitocheans  and  Navajos 


BY  MARTIE  CAIN,  DIRECTOR 

SPECIAL  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRY-FIRST  UMC,  NATCHITOCHES 

Youth,  children,  older  adults,  families, 
Northwestern  University  students,  and 
trustees  from  the  local  detention  center 
scrambled  to  the  door  to  see  the  arrival 
of  the  promised  fruit  from  the  Navajo 
Nation  of  New  Mexico.  When  the  doors 
finally  opened,  a  mountain  of  orange 
was  revealed  and  one  by  one  the  pre¬ 
cious  pumpkins  were  unloaded.  At  the 
end  we  all  shared  pizza  and  coke.  The 
trustees  from  the  prison  were  all  smiles. 

It  was  the  first  pizza  for  them  since  their 
incarceration. 

During  the  weeks  that  followed,  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  community  purchased  the 
pumpkins.  Hundreds  of  preschoolers 
and  special  education  students  came 
each  morning  to  the  Pumpkin  Patch  for 
stories,  pumpkin  cookies,  juice  and  face 
painting.  We  shared  with  the  children 
about  the  long  journey  these  pumpkins 
had  made,  about  the  poverty  of  the 
Navajos  who  would  receive  most  of  the 
money  from  the  sale  of  these  pumpkins, 
about  their  tribal  stand  not  to  turn  to 
gambling  as  a  source  of  revenue,  and 
about  our  use  of  the  profits  from  the 
Pumpkin  Patch  for  missions. 

And  as  we  talked,  and  as  we  thought, 
a  vision  was  revealed:  Why  not  go  see  the 
fields  where  the  pumpkins  grow?  Why 
not  go  to  these  people  and  offer  our¬ 
selves  in  ministry? 

The  Navajos  agreed  that  there  was  a 
need  for  a  Vacation  Bible  School,  as  well 
as  help  with  some  building  projects.  The 
idea  was  put  before  the  congregation. 
Soon  82  people,  ranging  in  age  from  14 
months  to  72  years,  including  youth, 
children,  families,  college  students  and 
retired  folks  joined  the  project.  We  raised 
the  money  needed  to  go  and  even  those 
who  could  not  make  the  journey  became 
shareholders  and  prayer  partners  in  the 
mission. 


Pumpkins  in  the  Pumpkin  Patch  at  First 
UMC,  Natchitoches,  were  grown  by 
Navajo  Indians  in  a  "sister"  Pumpkin 
Patch  in  New  Mexico. 

A  husband  and  wife  team  of  hair¬ 
dressers  asked  if  there  might  be  a  way 
that  they  could  use  their  skills  in  min¬ 
istry.  The  same  day  a  high  school  math 
teacher  offered  her  skills  and  a  woman 
who  worked  with  recovering  alcoholics 
wanted  to  know  if  her  gifts  could  be 
used.  A  call  to  the  Navajo  Nation  alerted 
us  to  a  shelter  for  battered  women  and 
their  children  where  these  skills  were 
greatly  needed. 

When  we  left,  the  Navajo  women  felt 
beautiful  with  haircuts,  perms  and 
makeup.  The  math  teacher  tutored 
women  for  their  GED,  and  groups  of 
women  talked  openly  about  alcohol 
problems  in  their  families.  And... more 
pumpkins  were  growing  in  the  New 
Mexican  Pumpkin  Patch. 

In  my  years  of  ministry  I  have  never 
been  a  part  of  an  endeavor  that  made 
me  feel  more  fulfilled,  more  assured  that 
we  were  about  the  Lord’s  work  and  more 
certain  that  the  seeds  planted  in  the  lives 
of  both  the  Navajo  and  the  Natchitoches 
missioners  would  continue  to  flourish 
and  grow  through  the  years. 

Those  little  pumpkins  have  led  a  con¬ 
gregation  to  a  new  sense  of  mission,  to  a 
new  sense  of  what  it  means  to  take  a  risk 
and  do  something  “big”  together  for 
God’s  kingdom. 
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The  path  to  Easter ... 

Why  was  Jesus  controversial? 


BY  DARCY  JAMES 

From  the  early  days  of  his  ministry, 
Jesus  provoked  mixed  reactions.  He 
healed  people  with  incurable  condi¬ 
tions  and  gave  self  respect  again  to 
people  who  had 
lost  it.  At  the  same 
time,  He  raised 
grave  questions  in 
the  minds  of  reli¬ 
gious  leaders,  who 
felt  responsible  for 
the  nation’s  peace 
with  Rome  and 
faithfulness  to 
God’s  law,  as  Moses 
had  given  it  and 
the  rabbis  had 
applied  it. 

Read  through 
Mark  1:21-3:6.  Mark 
summarizes  the 
issues  for  us  in  a 
few  paragraphs. 

Jesus  aroused  great 
interest  by  healing 
stubborn  diseases 
and  expelling 
demons  which  held 
people  captive.  He  was  mobbed  by  suf¬ 
ferers:  “the  whole  city”  was  at  his  door; 
he  could  not  even  enter  a  town  without 
attracting  a  crowd.  In  the  end  he 
remained  in  the  open  country,  and 
even  there  people  flocked  to  him.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  the  eyes  of  some  he 
went  too  far.  He  presumed  to  tell  a 
man  that  his  sins  were  forgiven.  He 


drew  followers  from  the  underside  of 
society  and  entered  freely  into  their 
homes  and  their  world.  He  pro¬ 
nounced  an  era  of  celebration,  in 
which  somber  observances  like  fasting 
could  not  fit,  and  he  repeatedly  violat¬ 
ed  the  Sabbath  law 
in  the  name  of  over¬ 
riding  human 
needs. 

As  hope  and  hos¬ 
tility  formed  around 
him,  Jesus  kept 
steadily  on  his 
course.  He  had 
come  to  make  peo¬ 
ple  free  and  whole 
in  a  restored  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God 
the  Creator  and 
Father.  He  had 
come  to  defeat  all 
the  forces  that  could 
enslave  human  bod¬ 
ies  and  spirits.  He 
had  come  to  tell  the 
truth.  He  knew  that 
he  would  generate 
opposition,  and  that 
the  opposition 
could  command  a  lot  of  force. 

Humanly  speaking,  his  ministry  was 
headed  for  disaster.  But  he  understood, 
and  he  tried  to  teach  his  disciples,  that 
this  disaster  was  part  of  a  plan  of  God 
that  was  bigger  than  success. 

From  Easter  is  Jesus-Lenten 
Devotions  and  Activities  for  Families 
(Abington  Press) 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Mrs.  Brenda  Davidson  Jones,  wife  of 
Rev.  William  Jones,  pastor,  Laharpe- 
Thompson  Charge  (New  Orleans),  on 
the  death  of  her  father,  Rev.  James  S. 
Davidson,  retired  (New  Orleans 
District),  March  7.  Services  were  held  in 
his  memory  March  13  at  Hartzell  UMC 
in  New  Orleans  with  Rev.  Karl  M.  Clark 
officiating. 


The  family  of  Rev.  John  Sayes,  retired 
(Alexandria  District),  on  his  death  March 
12.  His  funeral  was  held  March  13  at  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  in  Marksville. 

Rev.  Ramona  Lynn  Bethley,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor,  Munholland  UMC,  Metairie, 
on  the  death  of  her  father,  Mr.  Ray 
Walker,  March  12.  His  funeral  was  held 
March  15  at  Kings  Highway  Christian 
Church  in  Shreveport. 


Meet  the  General  Conference  delegates 


Clergy 


Dr.  Christopher  H. 
Andrews 

Church:  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge 
District:  Baton  Rouge 
Home:  Baton  Rouge 
Phone:  (225)  383-477 


E-mail:  chris@first-  Dr.  Christopher 

methodist.org  H.  Andrews 

Age:  52 

Positions:  Conference  Board  of  Trustees; 
Chair,  Committee  on  Episcopacy; 
Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees; 
Board  of  Trustees,  St.  Paul’s  School  of 
Theology;  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 

Delegate  Experience:  General 
Conference  Delegate  1996,  Jurisdictional 
Conference  Delegate/ General 
Conference  Alternate  1992, 

Jurisdictional  Conference  Delegate  1988 
Legislative  Section:  Faith  and  Order 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “My  goals  are  to  be 
representative  of  the  people  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  to  do  what¬ 
ever  I  can  to  contribute  to  the  vitality  of 
our  church  in  fulfilling  its  mission  to 
make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.” 


Laity 

Lane  Cotton  Winn 
Church:  Munholland 
UMC,  Metairie;  St. 

Charles,  Destrehan 
(Youth  Director) 

District:  New  Orleans 
Home:  Metairie 
Phone:  (504)  849-0644 
E-mail:  loveJane@hot- 
mail.com 
Age:  19 

Positions:  President,  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries;  Quality 
Discernment  Team;  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries 

Delegate  Experience:  None 
Legislative  Section:  Independent 
Commissions 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “I  want  to  represent 
my  generation  at  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  to  learn  more 
about  the  church  of  today  so  we  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  serve  the  church  in  the  future.” 


Lane  Cotton 
Winn 


Dr.  Donald  R.  Avery 
Church:  St.  John’s  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge 
District:  Baton  Rouge 
Home:  Baton  Rouge 
Phone:  (225)  766-4594 
E-mail:  dravery@hot- 
mail.com 
Age:  53 

Positions:  Alexandria 


Dr.  Donald  R. 
Avery 


District  Superintendent;  World 
Methodist  Council;  Mission  Council, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional 
Conference  1992;  General  Conference 
1996 


Legislative  Section:  Conferences 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “My  goals  are  first 
of  all  to  be  adequately  prepared  by  read¬ 
ing  all  the  material;  second,  to  be  open 
to  participate  in  the  discussion  and 
deliberation  that  occurs  within  the  com¬ 
mittee;  and  third,  to  make  all  of  my 
decisions  based  upon  what  I  perceive  to 
be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  church.  Of 
course,  I  will  nurture  all  of  the  above  in 
and  through  the  process  of  prayer.” 


Sarah  Kreutziger 
Church:  Munholland 
UMC,  Metairie 
District:  New  Orleans 
Home:  Metairie 
Phone:  (504)  840-6555 
E-mail:  skreut@mail- 
host.tcs.  tulane.  edu 
Age:  N/A 
Positions:  Chair, 

Conference  Board  of  Discipleship; 
Secretariat  of  Conference  Cursillo; 
Board  of  Visitors,  Duke  Divinity 
School 

Delegate  Experience:  Alternate 
Jurisdictional  Conference  1996 
Legislative  Section:  Global  Ministries 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “What  I’d  like  to 
do  is  learn,  listen  and  represent  the 
Conference  with  everything  that  I’ve 
got.  I’m  going  to  prepare  by  reading 
everything  that  I  can,  by  praying  as 
hard  as  I  can  and  doing  what  I  feel 
God  directs  me  to  do  when  I’m 
there.” 


Sarah 

Kreutziger 


Foundation  seeks  top  executive 


•  Conference  gets  young  adult  leadership  grant 

A  grant  written  by  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  Louisiana  Conference  lay  leader, 
which  focused  on  leadership  enhancement  for  young  adults  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  was  funded  by  the  National  Associates  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders. 

The  seed  grant,  awarded  at  the  group’s  recent  annual  meeting  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  was  one  of  only  five  to  receive  the  funds. 

•  Duke  receives  board  certification 

Congratulations  go  to  Rev.  Barbara  S.  Duke,  chaplain  at  Our 
Lady  of  the  Lake  Regional  Medical  Center  and  Women’s 
Hospital  in  Baton  Rouge.  She  was  awarded  the  distinction  of 
certification  as  a  board  certified  chaplain  by  the  Association  of 
Professional  Chaplains  at  its  national  conference  in  Charlotte, 

N.C.  in  February. 

Duke  has  served  at  the  two  institutions  since  1998.  Rev- Barbara 

S.  Duke 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  headquartered  in  Baton 
Rouge,  is  seeking  a  president/CEO.  The 
Foundation  is  a  church -affiliated  organi¬ 
zation  that  provides  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  churches  and  institutions 
with  assistance  in  establishing  perma¬ 
nent  endowments,  financial  manage¬ 
ment  (including  loans  and  investments), 
and  stewardship  and  capital  campaigns. 
The  Foundation  also  assists  individual 
United  Methodists  in  establishing  chari¬ 
table  annuities,  trusts  and  other 
bequests.  The  Foundation  has  assets  of 
over  $80  million  under  management,  a 
staff  of  nine  and  an  active  grant  process. 

The  president/  CEO  is  responsible  for 
strategic  planning,  relationship  building 
and  management  of  the  Foundation. 


The  president/CEO  interacts  with  the 
Foundation’s  executive  committee  and 
the  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  area  and 
reports  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Candidates  for  this  position  should 
have  a  proven  record  of  managerial  and 
development  experience,  knowledge  of 
non-profit  organizations  as  well  as  an 
understanding  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  commitment  to  its  minis¬ 
terial  and  ecumenical  vision.  The  posi¬ 
tion  provides  a  competitive  salary  and 
attractive  benefits  package. 

A  letter  of  application  and  resume,  to 
be  handled  in  confidence,  should  be 
submitted  to: 

UMFLA  Search  Committee 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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Local  religious 
TV  programming 
gets  a  boost 

Time  Warner  Cable  of  Shreveport 
and  the  Odyssey  Channel  have  made 
available  20  hours  of  air  time  a  week 
on  the  OLRPC  (Odyssey  Local 
Religious  Programming  Council),  a 
multi-faith  group  made  up  of 
churches  in  the  Shreveport,  Bossier 
area.  Doug  Baldelli,  a  long  time 
member  of  TV  ministry  at  Broadmoor 
UMC  is  serving  as  co-president  of  the 
council.  The  council  determines  the 
allotment  of  the  20  hours,  the  costs 
involved,  and  offers  other  churches 
without  TV  equipment  ways  of  devel¬ 
oping  programs  of  their  own.  If  any 
church  within  the  Shreveport 
Time/Warner  viewing  area  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  participating  in  the  OLRPC, 
or  has  questions  about  developing  a 
T.V.  program  to  air  on  the  Odyssey 
Channel,  you  can  contact  Doug 
Baldelli  at  (318)  424-2901. 

First  UMC 
announces  bass 
tournament 

First  UMC,  Shreveport  will  host  its 
first  annual  Team  Bass  Tournament  on 
April  15  from  daylight  until  2  p.m. 
weigh-in.  It  will  be  at  Clark’s  Landing 
on  the  Red  River.  There  is  an  entry  fee 
of  $100  per  team  with  a  fish  dinner 
included.  This  event  will  promote  fun, 
food,  fellowship  and  fishing. 

There  will  be  prizes  commensurate 
with  participation.  At  least  one  mem¬ 
ber  of  each  team  must  be  a  member  of 
FUMC,  Shreveport.  Bring  a  friend  with 
a  boat  or  invite  a  friend  to  fish  in  your 
boat!  Max  Edwards  is  the  chair  of  this 
event  and  he  can  be  reached  at  (504) 
631-6232. 


Leadership  2000  workshop:  Standing  room  only! 


BY  DALE  HENSARLING 


If  the  eager  pres¬ 
ence  of  200  United 
Methodist  lay  women 
and  men  on  a  drizzly, 
gusty  night  at  a  dis¬ 
trict  training  event  at 
Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  is  a  wit¬ 
ness,  then  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is 
alive  and  well  in 
Northwest  Louisiana! 

Determined  that 
Leadership  2000 
workshops  should  be 
determined  by  and 
relevant  to  the  needs 
of  the  local  church, 
the  District  Ministry 
Team  relied  on  input 
from  the  Discerning 
Gifts  visits  made  to 
district  churches 
when  planning  the 
event.  “You  know 
what  you  need,”  Betsy 
Eaves,  district  missioner,  told  the 
group. 

The  gathering  was  convened  by 
The  Honorable  Eugene  Bryson,  dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader.  District 
Superintendent  William  Peeples 
gave  the  invocation  and  expressed 
his  appreciation  for  the  overwhelm 


An  eager  group  attended  the  Lay  Leader  Training  session  at  Leadership  2000. 


ing  response  from  those  in  atten¬ 
dance.  He  encouraged  the  gathering 
to,  “Do  ministry!  Use  the  system  to 
the  end  of  doing  ministry,  not  the 
other  way  around." 

Workshops  covered  five  areas  of 
focus:  1)  Pastor-Parish  Relations, 
2)Council  on  Ministries- 


Administrative  Council,  3)  Lay 
Leader  and  4)  Trustees-Finance 
Committee-Church  Treasurer,  and 
5)  Stewardship. 

One  departing  participant 
summed  it  up:  “Well,  we  aren’t  in 
this  alone,  and  I’m  not  as  dumb  as  I 
thought  I  was.” 


The  Shreveport  District  Ministry  Team  is  working  for  you 


■  The  Shreveport  District  is  offering  a  leadership 
training  event  for  those  persons  in  their  local  church 
who  work  in  program  ministry.  “Tool  Time”  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Tuesday,  April  25,  6-8:30  p.m. 

Using  leaders  from  several  different  churches  in  the 
district,  the  evening  will  focus  on  helping  people  under¬ 
stand  their  role  (or  job  description)  and  then  facilitate 
discussion  of  ideas  and  styles  that  would  give  the  tools 
needed  to  do  the  job. 


■  A  Vacation  Bible  School  Fair  will  be  held  at  Summer 
Grove  United  Methodist  on  Saturday,  May  6, 8:30  -  noon. 

All  Shreveport  District  churches  are  asked  to  participate  and 
be  part  of  the  fair  by  displaying  an  idea  or  concept  they 
would  like  to  share.  Answering  the  question  “What  worked 
for  you?”  will  help  us  all  learn  from  each  other.  Highlights  of 
the  morning  will  also  include  sessions  on: 

To  find  out  more  about  either  of  these  events,  contact 
Betsy  Eaves,  district  missioner,  at  (318)  869-5024  or 
Bonnie  Daniel,  Co-Education  Ministries  leader,  at  (318) 
861-0586. 


Women's  Retreat  led  by  Oden 


BY  MARY  JARVIS 

DISTRICT  COMMUNICATION  CO-ADVISOR 

Marilyn  Brown  Oden,  author, 
retreat  leader  and  wife  of  former 
Louisiana  bishop,  William  Oden,  was 
the  guest  speaker  and  leader  for  a 
Women’s  Retreat  held  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  Saturday,  Feb.  19  . 
Over  135  women  representing  several 
churches  in  the  district  attended  the 
day  long  retreat. 

The  theme  was  “Showers  of 
Blessings”  with  Romans  12  the  focus 
scripture  of  the  day.  Bonnie-Lyn  Ray,  of 
First  UMC,  Bossier  City,  led  the  group 
music  and  sang  several  solos.  She  was 
accompanied  on  piano  by  Mary 
Caldwell,  of  Broadmoor  UMC. 

The  event  was  designed  to  offer 
women  in  area  churches  and  commu¬ 


nities  the  opportunity 
to  gather  for  a  time  of 
personal  reflection,  fel¬ 
lowship  and  spiritual 
revitalization,  said 
Linda  Gregg,  director  of 
Women’s  Ministries  at 
Marilyn  Broadmoor.  According 

Brown  Oden  to  Gregg,  the  day  was 
such  a  success,  it  was 
suggested  that  this  become  an  annual 
district  event  which  churches  might 
take  turns  hosting. 

Oden  is  the  author  of  seven  books 
published  by  Upper  Room  including 
Wilderness  Wanderings  (1996),  Through 
the  East  Window  (1998)  and  Manger 
and  Mystery:  An  Advent  Adventure.  She 
has  written  many  articles  for  Christian 
publications  and  professional  journals 
including  The  Christian  Century.  She 


also  wrote  Abington’s  Advent:  A 
Calendar  of  Devotions,  which  was 
translated  into  Russian.  Marilyn  leads 
seminars  and  retreats  on  spirituality 
and  on  transition. 

Oden  challenged  the  group  to  take 
time  to  “clear  the  mechanisms”  and  to 
be  aware  of  abundance.  “Living  in  a 
chaotic  world,  it’s  hard  to  see  the  abun¬ 
dance  in  our  lives,”  she  said. 

She  recommended  the  "secrets  of 
abundant  living”  suggested  by 
Wesley.  They  are:  Facing  toward 
God-  daily  prayer,  study,  silence,  soli¬ 
tude  and  service. 

The  retreat  also  included  discus¬ 
sion  groups  and  a  time  of  solitude 
and  silence. 

Broadmoor  UMC’s  Kitchen  Ministry 
served  a  continental  breakfast  and  box 
lunch. 


Shreveport  District 

291 1  Centenary  Boulevard 
Shreveport,  LA  71134 
(318)  869-5729 

E-mail:  jwilson@centenary.edu 

Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
Mary  Jarvis 

Co-district  Communication  Advisors 
Betsy  Eaves 
District  Missioner 


We  need  your  church  news! 
Send  stories  and  photos  to: 
Mary  Jarvis 
3715  Youree  Drive 
Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
or 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
4600  Highway  80  E 
Haughton,  LA  71037 
E-mail:  xpistou@aol.com 
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The  two  became  one 


BY  MARTY  AUTHEMENT 

THE  COURIER  (HOUMA) 

Sunday  is  a  day  of  rest  for  many,  but 
the  pastor  of  Bayou  Blue  United 
Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Curtiss  Dali 
Eden,  stays  rather  busy  on  Sundays. 

But  her  Sundays  aren’t  as  hectic  as 
they  used  to  be. 

Before  the  beginning  of  the  new  year, 
she  would  dash  between  Bayou  Blue  and 
Houma  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church  in  East  Houma,  serving  both 
churches  as  pastor. 

Now  she  ministers  to  the  same  peo¬ 
ple,  but  in  one  building. 

On  Jan.  2,  the  two  churches  were  con¬ 
solidated,  and  the  membership  of 
Houma  Heights  was  welcomed  into  the 
Bayou  Blue  sanctuary  as  part  of  its  con¬ 
gregation. 


It’s  that  spirit  that  Eden  looks  forward 
to  in  becoming  one  with  the  Bayou  Blue 
congregation  and  continuing  the 
church’s  community  ministries. 

The  church  presendy  conducts  sever¬ 
al  food  programs.  Once  a  month,  the 
church  delivers  meals  to  approximately 
39  shut-ins  in  the  community  and  also 
offers  daily  meals  to  those  too  sick  to 
cook  for  themselves.  The  church  oper¬ 
ates  a  food  bank  and  provides  food  bas¬ 
kets  to  the  needy  at  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas. 

“We  are  taught  to  live  as  Jesus  did,” 
Eden  said.  “Jesus  met  the  needs  of  the 
people  spiritually  and  physically.” 

The  church  conducts  communion 
and  visitation  services  the  first  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  three  area  senior  cen¬ 
ters,  hosts  a  Boy  Scout  troop  and  is  in  the 

The  Rev.  Curtiss  Dali 
Eden  in  the  sanctuary  of 
Bayou  Blue  UMC,  where 
she  serves  as  pastor.  She 
also  pastored  Houma 
Heights  UMC  in  east 
Houma,  but  on  Jan.  2, 
the  two  congregations 
were  merged  and  now 
worship  together  in  the 
Bayou  Blue  Church 
Photo  by  Marty  Authement, 
The  Courier 


Upward  Basketball 
completes  inaugural  season 


Teams  gather  for  prayer  with  involved  parents  and  other 
youth  who  volunteer  to  coach  and  referee. 


Lafayette’s 
Upward  Basketball 
program  has  com¬ 
pleted  its  first  sea¬ 
son.  Approximately 
100  individuals  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the 
inaugural  season, 
which  began  in 
January  with  prac¬ 
tices. 

Upward 

Basketball  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  designed  for 
boys  and  girls  in 
grades  1-7.  After  an 
evaluation,  informa¬ 
tion  on  each  player 
is  entered  into  a  computer  and  the  com¬ 
puter  selects  players  for  each  team-thus 
insuring  a  more  equal  distribution  of 
abilities.  Games  were  played  on 
Saturday  mornings  during  February  and 
March  in  the  Truman  Elementary  Gym 
in  Lafayette.  During  halftime  at  each 
game,  one  of  the  devotional  leaders, 
many  of  whom  were  teens,  gave  his  or 


her  testimony  and  offered  help  and  sup¬ 
port  to  both  parents  and  participants. 

Plans  are  already  underway  for  the 
next  season  of  Upward  Basketball. 
Registration  forms  will  be  distributed  in 
May  for  the  new  season.  Your  help  is 
needed  in  this  program.  Contact  Rev. 
Rodney  Wooten,  Immanuel  UMC, 
Lafayette  at  (337)234-4338  for  more 
information  or  to  volunteer. 


Parish  Nurse  Program  implemented  at  Asbury 


The  day  was  filled  with  celebration, 
but  there  was  understandably  some  sad¬ 
ness  in  the  former  Llouma  Heights  con¬ 
gregation,  Eden  said,  because  they  were 
leaving  the  church  they  had  called  home. 

The  building  they  left  behind  is  not 
vacant.  It’s  being  used  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  Anglican 
Catholic  Church,  which  was  sharing 
the  building  with  Houma  Heights  for 
several  years. 

“There  were  some  mixed  emotions 
(during  the  Sunday  service), ’’Eden  said, 
“but  there  was  also  the  joy  in  the 
knowledge  that  this  was  a  new  begin¬ 
ning.  It’s  like  Paul  said,  we  do  not 
mourn  without  hope.” 

Segments  of  the  Jan.  2  service  includ¬ 
ed  the  presentation  of  items  from 
Houma  Heights  -  a  golden  cross,  hym¬ 
nals  and  offering  plates-  to  the  Bayou 
Blue  church;  a  ceremonious  transfer  of 
membership  rolls;  and  an  oral  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  two  churches  by  members. 

The  merger  brought  together  the 
200-member  congregation  of  Bayou 
Blue  with  a  membership  of  59  from 
Houma  Heights.  Eden  said  the  decision 
to  merger  was  purely  a  matter  of  num¬ 
bers,  bringing  the  much  smaller  con¬ 
gregation  into  the  larger  one. 

“The  churches  were  separate  but  very 
supportive  or  each  other,”  Eden  said. 

“It  was  a  celebration,”  she  said. 
“Everyone  felt  the  spirit  of  God  that 
day.  We  feel  we’re  on  the  brink  of  some¬ 
thing  great.  I  believe  we’re  about  to  see 
a  spiritual  awakening  in  this  communi¬ 
ty  and  in  this  church.” 

She  called  the  dedicated  core  of  con¬ 
gregation  members  at  Houma  Heights 
“champion  people.  They  are  faithful, 
committed  Christians.” 

Eden  said  despite  the  group’s  small 
size,  they  did  what  was  necessary  to 
make  their  church  a  success. 


process  of  forming  a  children’s  choir. 

Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  also  has 
active  men’s  and  women’s  groups,  which 
conduct  various  community  service 
ministries. 

“They  are  very  active,”  Eden  said,  “and 
not  all  of  the  members  are  Methodist!” 

Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church 
has  a  long  history,  celebrating  its  100 
year  anniversary  in  October. 

The  church’s  beginnings  are  traced 
back  to  the  Spiritualist  Society  of  Bayou 
Blue,  chartered  and  registered  on 
October  3, 1889,  when  church  officers 
were  elected.  The  church  conducted 
most  services  in  French  until  1926,  when 
the  predominant  language  of  services 
was  changed  to  English. 

In  1907,  the  Spiritualist  Society  dis¬ 
banded,  affiliated  itself  with  the 
Methodist  church  and  renamed  itself 
the  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

The  first  building  of  worship  for  the 
congregation  of  60  to  80  was  also  built 
that  year.  Prior  to  that,  they  met  in 
homes.  A  1912  storm  destroyed  the 
building,  which  was  rebuilt. 

In  1939,  the  church  merged  with  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Its  name 
was  changed  to  St.  James  Methodist 
Church. 

In  1962,  a  brick  church  was  con¬ 
structed  and  the  name  was  changed  to 
LaGrange  Memorial  Methodist  Church. 
After  a  merger  with  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church,  it  was 
renamed  LaGrange  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  1981,  the  present  church  building 
was  erected  and  given  the  name  it  has 
today,  although  due  to  an  oversight, 
the  name  was  not  official  until  a 
change  was  made  in  the  Articles  of 
Incorporation  last  year. 


BY  KAREN  RUE,  PARISH  NURSE 

ASBURY  UMC,  LAFAYETTE 

For  the  Christian,  the  search  for 
health  and  healing  is  a  continuous 
journey  of  the  self  and  community  of 
faith  toward  mind,  body  and  spiritual 
wholeness.  A  parish  nurse  assists  the 
faith  community  in  bridging  the  gap 
between  spiritual,  physical,  psycholog¬ 
ical  and  social  care  to  its  members  and 
community  by  focusing  on  integrating 
faith  and  health. 

Although  parish  nursing  has  been 
widely  accepted  throughout  the 
Midwest  for  a  number  of  years,  it  has 
only  recently  begun  to  develop  in  the 
South.  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Lafayette  is  among  the  first 
to  identify  the  need  to  establish  the 
position  of  parish  nurse. 

Much  research  and  networking  were 
done  to  develop  the  concept  for 
Asbury,  which  was  implemented  eight 
months  ago.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  division  of 
Congregational  Health  Ministries  with 
a  wealth  of  information  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
There  is  even  an  International  Parish 
Nurse  Resource  Center. 

Responsibilities  of  the  parish  nurse 
include  personal  health  counselor, 
health  education,  referrals,  support 
group  facilitation,  health  risk  apprais¬ 
al,  health  screening,  case  manage¬ 
ment,  updating  ministers  on  medical 
issues  and  concerns,  participating  in 
community  health  activities,  and 
working  with  shut-in  and  nursing 
home  residents. 

With  the  broad-  reaching,  diverse 
programs  of  Asbury  and  its  families, 
the  Parish  Nurse  Program  is  a  miss¬ 
ing  link  which  will  help  connect  the 


Karen  Rue,  Asbury  UMC-Lafayette 
parish  nurse,  administers  a  blood  sugar 
test  at  a  recent  Asbury  Health  Fair. 


healthy  congregation. 

Jesus  ministered  to  the  whole  indi¬ 
vidual.  He  healed  people  physically, 
emotionally,  spiritually  and  socially. 
What  an  example  to  follow! 


Acadiana  District 

850  Kaiiste  Saloom  Road,  Suite  217 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
337)  236-2904 

E-mail:  acadumc@bellsouth.net 

Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 

District  Superintendent 

Judi Sarver 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Laura  Brown 

District  Missioner 


We  need  your  news! 

Judi  Sarver 

305  Chastant  Boulevard, 
Lafayette,  La.  70508 

bd212226@aol.com. 
Questions?  Call  (337)-233-7696. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Fall  'Primetimers'  program  event  coming  to  UMCOR  Depot,  Baldwin 

. y  I/Hivil  liuuy  C 

Grammy-award  winning,  multi-platinum,  pop-rock  group  Jars  of  Clay  will  appear 
in  conceit  at  the  Pete  Maravitch  Assembly  Center  on  the  Louisiana  State  University 
campus  in  Baton  Rouge  April  10  at  7  p.m.  Two  other  bands,  Burlap  to  Cashmere  and 
David  Wilcox,  fill  out  the  program  for  THE  COLLIDING  RHINOS  SPRING  TOUR. 

The  concert,  sponsored  by  University  Baptist  Church,  is  expected  to  draw  thou¬ 
sands.  Tickets  are  around  $15  (plus  handling  charges)  and  are  available  at 
Ticketmaster  outlets,  including  the  one  at  the  Assembly  Center. 

Since  forming  in  1995  ,  the  group  has  toured  over  400  cities  worldwide.  Their 
songs  have  been  featured  in  movies  such  as  The  Prince  of  Egypt,  The  Long  Kiss 
Goodnight  and  Noah’s  Ark. 

'Calvary's  Love'  to  be  shared  at  St.  Charles 

St.  Charles  United  Methodist  Church,  Destrehan,  will  be  presenting  “Calvary’s 
Love"  April  14-16.  Everyone  is  invited  to  come  out  and  share  this  wonderful  story. 
The  Choir  will  be  telling  the  glorious  story  of  Jesus’  life,  death  and  resurrection; 
words  and  the  music  can  only  be  the  medium  for  what  we  feel  in  our  hearts. 

The  program  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  April  14  and  15.  On  Sunday,  April  16,  it  will  be 
presented  at  8:30  and  1 1  a.m. 

The  church  is  located  at  1905  Ormond  Boulevard  in  Destrehan.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  please  call  the  church  office  at  (504)764-8292. 

Homecoming  2000  coming  to  DeQuincy 

DeQuincy  United  Methodist  Church  is  holding  its  year  2000  Homecoming 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  6-  7.  On  Saturday  there  will  be  an  informal  evening  with 
special  music,  singing  and  remarks  from  former  pastors.  This  will  be  followed  by  a 
hamburger  supper. 

The  Sunday  morning  service  will  start  at  10:30  a.m.  with  Rev.  Roily  Walker,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston,  delivering  the  message.  Rev.  Walker  is  a  former 
DeQuincy  resident.  After  the  service,  there  will  be  a  luncheon  followed  by  a  memori¬ 
al  service  for  those  who  have  been  called  “home”  since  1995. 

The  congregation  invites  anyone  who  has  had  a  past  association  with  the 
DeQuincy  church  to  come  and  renew  old  friendships.  If  you  need  further  infor¬ 
mation,  please  contact  the  church  at  (337)  786-6199  or  Robbie  Dunham  at  (337) 
786-7057. 
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Religious  Communications  Congress 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

UM  Foundation  of  La.  25th  Anniversary 
Celebration:  Board  of  Trustees  Mtg. 

Bishop's  Soc.,  Bamquet,  Stewardship  Seminar 
VIM  Sager-Brown/UMCOR  Depot  Mission 

Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

UMW  Finance,  Nominations  and 

Membership  Committees 

Special  Offering  for  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Spring  Interviews 
for  Local  Pastors 

The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 


Chicago,  Illinois 

Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

Woodworth 

Loisiana  Conference  Center 


Sager-Brown,  Baldwin 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 
Louisiana  Conference  Center 


Mount  Sequoyah, 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

3rd-Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
4th-Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 
5th-First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
St.  Joseph  Abby,  St  Benedict,  La. 


Sign 
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of  Madisonville  in  the  North  Shore 
District. 

Church  members  gathered  on 
March  1 1  for  a  “yard-work  party”  to 
pull  weeds,  mow,  bush-hog,  and 
clean  up  in  order  for  traffic  on  the 
busy  highway  to  see  the  beautiful 
piece  of  property. 

The  work  was  also  done  in  time  for 


North  Cross  to  host  “The  Great  Egg 
Hunt”  on  Saturday,  April  15. 

A  direct-mail  piece  will  go  out  the 
last  week  of  March  to  all  the  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  Madisonville  community 
inviting  them  to  the  egg  hunt  and 
Easter  Week  worship  services,  includ¬ 
ing  the  first-ever  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  at  6:30  a.m. 


The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  creating  a  series  of  mission- 
related  experiences  and  events  aimed  specifically  at  older  adults. 

The  “Primetimers”  program  draws  upon  parts  of  Elderhostel,  United  Methodist 
Volunteers  in  Mission  and  other  programs,  adding  elements  of  United  Methodist 
history,  doctrine  and  polity.  The  Rev.  Bud  Heckman,  board  executive,  called  it  an 
ideal  opportunity  for  active,  older  church  members  “who  might  not  want  the  rigors 
of  a  regular  volunteers  in  mission  trip.”  Although  the  events  involve  a  component  of 
mission  service,  “the  focus  is  on  education,”  he  said. 

An  Oct.  29-Nov.  4  “Primetimers"  program  at  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  Depot  in  Baldwin,  La.,  will  offer  an  opportunity  not  only  to  learn 
more  about  UMCOR’s  work  and  to  pack  some  emergency  kits,  but  also  to  learn 
about  Acadian  (Cajun)  and  Native  American  culture  through  presentations  and  site 
visits. 

“Heart  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,”  a  May  21-27  seminar  at  Hinton  Rural  Life 
Center  in  Hayesville,  N.C.,  will  offer  a  chance  to  learn  about  Appalachian  culture 
through  presentations,  music  and  storytelling.  Other  pilot  programs  in  the  works 
for  2000,  with  tentative  dates,  are  “A  Hub  of  Methodism,”  Nov.  2-6  at  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center  in  Nashville,  Tenn.;  “Down  By  the  Sea,”  Oct.  24-29  at  Gulfside 
Assembly  in  Waveland,  Miss.;  and  trips  to  Armenia  and  the  Holy  Land  in 
September. 

An  average  of  30  people  is  expected  per  site.  More  information  is  available  online 
in  the  “Features/News”  section  at  http://gbgm-umc.org/vim.  Heckman  can  be 
reached  by  telephone  at  (212)  870-3825  or  by  e-mail  at  bheckman@gbgm-umc.org. 
Student  Forum  2000  Coming  to  Atlanta 

Student  Forum  2000  will  be  held  May  25-28  at  Clark 
Atlanta  University  in  Atlanta.  The  theme  for  this  year’s  gath¬ 
ering  is  “Peace:  Obey  Your  Thirst.”  Participants  will  explore 
how  faith  in  Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  can  help  them 
quench  their  thirst  for  a  global  community  in  a  world  torn 
by  violence,  mistrust,  and  misunderstanding. 

The  study  topic  for  Student  Forum  2000  will  be  Jubilee 
2000.  Participants  will  learn  about  this  global  campaign  to 
eliminate  international  debt  in  developing  countries. 

Every  four  years  a  Student  Forum  Plus!  is  held  so  more 
students  can  participate.  This  year  for  the  first  time  registra¬ 
tion  for  the  Student  Forum  is  open  to  all  students,  campus 
ministers,  and  pastors.  Registration  is  only  limited  by  the 
space  available  at  the  conference  site.  Participants  are  encouraged  to  register  early 
to  ensure  that  space  is  available. 

Registration  deadline  is  April  28.  Early-bird  registrations  must  be  postmarked  by 
April  7.  For  more  information,  contact  Hal  Hartley  or  Gerlinda  Baldwin,  Campus 
Ministry  Section,  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Ministry,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  PO.  Box  340007,  Nashville,  TN  37203-0007,  (615)  340-7415,  e- 
mail:  studentforum@gthem.org,  Web  site:  www.umsm.org/studentforum. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  funds  benefit  UMCOR 


“So  then  you  are  no  longer 
strangers...,”  wrote  the  apostle  Paul  in  his 
letter  to  the  Ephesians  2:19),  “but  you  are 
citizens  with  the  saints  and  so  members 
of  the  household 

& 
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of  God.”  Your  gift 
today  helps  God’s 
children  for 
whom  war  and 
violence  are  very 
real  and  offers  compassion  and  healing 
to  the  strangers  in  our  midst. 

Through  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  Offering  on  April  2,  United 
Methodists  reach  out  compassionately 
to  those  who  need  our  support  and  nur¬ 
ture — physically  and  spiritually.  By  com¬ 
bining  our  gifts  on  this  special  day,  we 


can  respond  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  wherev¬ 
er  and  whenever  we  hear  people  cry  for 
refuge  and  basic  necessities  of  life. 

Express  your  heartfelt  commitment  to 
the  Christian  faith.  Celebrate  the  con- 
nectional  ministries  made  possible  when 
you  give  through  your  local  church. 

Give  generously  to  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing.  It  will  make  a  world  of 
difference. 

Editor’s  note:  Although  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  is  scheduled  for 
Sunday,  April  2,  it  is  permissible  to  cele¬ 
brate  it  on  any  Sunday.  All  proceeds  go 
to  UMCOR. 


Resignation  means  changes  to  General 
Conference  delegation 

Ray  Caraway,  who  was  the  second-elected 
lay  delegate  to  General  Conference,  will  be 
leaving  the  conference  and  that  seat.  First 
lay  alternate  Terrel  DeVille,  who  is  presi¬ 
dent/CEO  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston,  will  now  assume 
that  responsibility.  Edward  (Ned)  Randolph, 

Jr.,  mayor  of  Alexandria,  will  become  first  lay 
alternate. 


Terrel  DeVille 


Edward  (Ned) 
Randolph 
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Hollon  named  to  head  United 


ACROSS  THE  NATION 


Methodist  Communications 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Larry 
Hollon,  an  award-winning  producer 
with  experience  in  video,  film,  radio, 
television  and  print,  has  been  named 
top  executive  for  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom),  effective 
June  1. 

He  succeeds  the  Rev. 

Judith  Weidman  who  is 
on  medical  leave  and 
will  retire  in  June. 

The  announcement 
was  made  in  Nashville 
March  21  during  a 
meeting  of  the  agency’s 
25-member  governing 
commission  by  Bishop 
Sharon  Z.  Rader,  president.  Hollon  has 
been  a  member  of  the  commission 
since  1992,  serving  on  its  executive  and 
long  range  planning  and  program 
committees. 

Hollon,  who  resides  in  Stroud,  Okla., 
has  worked  in  more  than  30  countries 
to  produce  videos  under  conditions 
ranging  from  civil  war  to  natural  disas¬ 
ter  and  has  written  for  a  variety  of  pub¬ 
lications.  As  a  producer,  he  describes 
his  primary  focus  as  “telling  stories  of 
marginalized  persons  and  the  effects  of 
poverty  and  economic  deprivation  on 
quality  of  life.” 

Before  working  as  an  independent 
producer  in  1988,  he  served  three  years 
as  director  of  communications  for 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  agency 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
headquartered  in  New  York.  From  1978 
to  1985,  he  served  as  director  of  inter¬ 
pretation  and  promotion  for  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  Division  of  Overseas  Ministries. 

Earlier  he  resided  for  nine  years  in 
Omaha,  Neb.,  were  he  served  as  com¬ 


mentator  and  host  for  KOOO-FM 
Radio;  director  of  Great  Plains  Media 
Ministry;  commentator  and  host  for 
KLNG  Radio,  and  pastor  of  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Hollon,  56,  earned  his  Master  of 
Divinity  Degree  from  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Later  he 
served  as  an  adjunct  faculty  member  at 
the  seminary,  teaching  a  course  on 

“White  Soul:  Country  Music  and 
Working  Americans,"  with  the  Rev.  Tex 
Sample. 

He  earned  his  undergraduate  degree 
from  the  University  of  Central 
Oklahoma  at  Edmond. 

“God  is  revealed  in  the  simplest  of 
stories  and  so  we  approach  this  work 
with  great  sensitivity  for  the  dignity  of 
every  person,  knowing  that  within  each 
of  us  the  Spirit  of  God  resides,”  he  said. 

He  also  affirmed  the  role  of  the 
agency  in  helping  the  church  tell  its 
story.  “. . .  we  have  a  role  in  empower¬ 
ing  the  church  to  do  its  ministry  more 
effectively  and  with  wider  impact,”  he 
said. 

Operating  with  an  annual  budget  of 
nearly  $15  million,  UMCom  provides 
external  communications  functions  on 
behalf  of  and  for  the  denomination, 
and  internal  communications  within 
the  church. 

Delegates  to  the  church’s  General 
Conference,  meeting  May  2-12  in 
Cleveland,  are  being  asked  by  UMCom 
to  approve  $20  million  for  a  four-year 
nationaL’Igniting  Ministry”  media 
campaign  highlighted  by  cable  televi¬ 
sion  commercials. 


Commission  responds  to  papal  apology 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  has 
sent  letters  of  appreciation  for  Pope 
John  Paul  II’s  recent  call  to  repentance 
for  errors  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
over  the  past  2,000  years. 

Approved  March  15  by  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  executive  committee,  the  letters 
were  sent  to  the  Pope  and  to  Cardinal 
Edward  Cassidy,  president  of  the 
Pontifical  Council  for  Promoting 
Christian  Unity  at  the  Vatican. 

“Our  executive  committee  felt  a  deep 
connection  between  the  direction  of  the 
Pope’s  statements  and  our  commitment 
to  the  act  of  repentance  and  racism  to 
the  historic  Black  Methodist  churches,” 
said  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  the  com¬ 
mission’s  top  executive.  He  also  noted 
that,  as  Christians,  United  Methodists 
share  1,500  years  of  history  with  the 
Catholic  faith. 

The  commission  has  spearheaded  an 
effort  by  United  Methodists  to  repent  of 
the  racism  and  seek  reconciliation, 
beginning  with  a  special  service  planned 
during  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference  May  2-12  in  Cleveland. 
Special  recognition  will  be  given  to  the 
Central  Jurisdiction,  a  racially  segregated 


SEEKING  CLOSER  TIES  —  The  Rev. 
James  Laney,  a  former  ambassa¬ 
dor  to  South  Korea,  encouraged 
United  Methodist  bishops  to  seek 
a  change  in  U.S.  foreign  policy 
toward  North  Korea. "There  is  no 
problem  that  can't  be  worked  out 
if  you  sit  down  and  talk  long 
enough;  and  no  problem  that  can 
be  worked  out  without  talking 
about  it,"  Laney  told  a  group  of 
United  Methodists  on  Capitol 
Hill,  March  1 5.  A  UMNS  photo  by 
Joretta  Purdue. 


unit  which  existed  in  the 
church  between  1939 
and  1968,  and  racial 
indignities  that 
prompted  blacks  to 
leave  the  Methodist 
church  in  the  past  and 
form  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  churches. 

During  a  March  12  Sunday  Mass  at 
St.  Peter’s  Basilica  in  Rome,  Pope  John 
Paul  II,  along  with  cardinals  and  bish¬ 
ops,  participated  in  a  public  act  of 
repentance  for  the  church’s  “betrayal  of 
the  gospel”  in  the  past,  particularly  the 
second  millennium.  Those  lapses 
included  religious  intolerance  and 
injustice  toward  such  groups  as  Jews, 
women,  and  indigenous  peoples. 

“Pray  with  us,  Holy  Father,  as  we 
enter  a  time  of  deep  reflection  in  the  life 
of  our  United  Methodist  Church,”  the 
commission  wrote.  “We  look  especially 
at  the  shameful  ways  that  we,  individu¬ 
ally  and  corporately,  have  treated 
brothers  and  sisters  whom  we  have 
oppressed  and  others  whom  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  abuse  by  unjust  economic  and 
social  systems,  even  within  our  eccle- 
sial  structures.” 


Defender  of  Creech  to  be  appointed 
pastor  of  Omaha  First  Church 


Larry  Hollon 


BY  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

The  Rev.  Doug  Williamson,  the 
pastor  who  defended  Jimmy  Creech 
at  his  first  church  trial  in  March  1998, 
will  be  appointed  senior  pastor  at 
First  United  Methodist  in  Omaha  in 
June,  according  to  Nebraska  Bishop 
Joel  Martinez. 

Creech  was  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
Omaha  Church  when  he  performed  a 
union  ceremony  for  two  women  in 
September  1997.  Williamson,  then  an 
assistant  professor  of  religion  at 
Nebraska  Wesleyan  University  in 
Lincoln,  successfully  defended 
Creech  on  charges  that  he  violated 
the  Order  and  Discipline  of  the 
Church.  A  few  months  after  his 
acquittal  Creech  was  granted  a  leave 
of  absence  and  an  associate  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Donald  Bredthauer,  was 
named  to  replace  him.  Bredthauer, 
61,  will  retire  this  June. 

In  April  of  1999,  while  on  leave  in 
his  home  state  of  North  Carolina, 
Creech  performed  another  same-sex 
union  ceremony,  this  time  for  two 


men.  Again  he  was  brought  to  trial  in 
Nebraska  but  this  time  he  was  con¬ 
victed  and  his  ministerial  credentials 
were  removed. 

The  1996  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body,  inserted 
a  sentence  into  the  church’s  Social 
Principles  saying,  ceremonies  that 
celebrate  homosexual  unions  shall 
not  be  conducted  by  our  ministers 
and  shall  not  be  conducted  in  our 
churches.”  Between  the  two  Creech 
trials  the  church’s  Judicial  Council 
ruled  that  the  disciplinary  sentence 
against  same-sex  unions  is  law  and 
that  clergy  who  violate  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  could  be  charged  with  disobey¬ 
ing  the  Order  and  Discipline  of  the 
church  and  lose  their  ministerial  cre¬ 
dentials. 

Williamson,  a  Massachusetts 
native,  served  on  the  Nebraska 
Wesleyan  faculty  from  1992  until 
1999.  He  has  served  as  interim  pastor 
of  Antelope  Park  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Lincoln  since  September 
1999. 


BOSSEY  MISSION  —  The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  con¬ 
tributed  $1.5  million  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  Ecumenical  Institute  in 
Bossey,  Switzerland. The  money  will  be  used  to  endow  a  chair  in  mission  at  the 
institute.  At  the  institute  in  Switzerland,  from  left  are:  Konrad  Raiser,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  WCC;  Heidi  Hadsell,  director  of  the  institute;  Michael  Rivas,  of  the  board 
staff;  Randolph  Nugent,  the  board's  top  executive  and  Deborah  Bass,  of  the  board 
staff.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Peter  Williams/WCC. 
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Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 


Family  program  launched  as  first 
step  of  community-based  ministries 


Beginning  Ian.  1,  2000,  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 
began  its  long-awaited  Family  Plus  pro¬ 
gram.  This  initiative  will  develop  com¬ 
munity  services  by  strategically  placing 
three  staff  members  in  positions  to 
assist  with  the  placement  of  youth  to  be 
served  on  campus.  This  team  will  also 
provide  services  for  those  clients  after 
they  leave  our  campus  program. 

One  of  the  dreams  of  President  Terrel 
DeVille  has  been  to  provide  a  network  of 
assessment  and  referral  services  to  fami¬ 
lies  all  over  the  state.  This  network 
would  provide  access  to  the  Home’s 
expertise  within  a  two-hour  driving  dis¬ 
tance  of  any  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Louisiana.  The  Family  Plus  program  is 
a  critical  step  toward  this  goal  of  com¬ 
munity-based  ministries. 

James  Brown,  previously  a  family 
therapist  in  Ruston,  is  opening  a  new 
office  in  Baton  Rouge  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Kimberly  Tremblay 
and  Sharon  Gibbs  will  serve  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  state  from  the  campus 
office  in  Ruston.  All  three  of  these  indi¬ 
viduals  are  available  to  speak  to  local 
churches  and  other  groups  about  the 
services  they  provide.  They  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (318)  255-5020. 

Much  of  the  funding  for  this  program 
has  been  made  possible  by  a  grant  from 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 


James  Brown,  Sharon  Gibbs  and 
Kimberly  Tremblay  (seated)  are  staff 
members  for  the  Family  Plus  program. 

Louisiana.  In  a  recent  news  release, 
DeVille  expressed  his  appreciation  to 
that  organization:.  “We  are  much 
indebted  to  the  foresight  of  the 
Foundation  in  seeing  the  need  and 
potential  for  our  ministry  to  be  more 
accessible  to  all  regions  of  the  state.” 


We'd  like  to  hear  from  you  ... 

Louisiana  NOW!  is  beginning  a 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  section  and  we’d 
really  like  to  hear  from  you. 

You  pick  the  topic.  It  can  be  a  United 
Methodist  issue,  a  conference  issue  or 
your  thoughts  about  our  new  confer¬ 


ence  newspaper.  This  is  your  chance  to 
express  yourself. 

Send  letters  to: 

Editor -Louisiana  NOW! 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


FaithQuest 


A  vision  for  leadership  in  the  local  church 

Information  for  Louisiana  Conference,  August  10-12, 2000 

Local  Church  FAITHQUEST 
Enrollment  Fee:  $430 
Includes: 

■  training  for  2  local  church  leaders 
(one  must  be  lay) 

■  Bible  study  materials  for  an  initial  group  of  10 
leaders  in  a  local  church 

■  option  to  purchase  additional  materials 

■  continuing  support,  networking  and  resourc¬ 
ing  for  the  enrolled  church 


Travel  to  training  and  room  and  board  at  training  is 
not  covered  by  enrollment  fee. 


FAT  T  H 


C$p  EST 
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Training  fee  for  additional  people  from  an  enrolled 
church:  $85 

Includes  one  Bible  study  book,  one  leader  guide  and  all  training  materials. 

Training  fee  for  individuals  who  are  not  part  of  an  enrolled  church:  $85 
Includes  one  Bible  study  book,  one  leader  guide  and  all  training  materials. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  will  partner  with  the  annual  conference  to 
offer  FAITHQUEST  training  for  local  church  leaders. 


Conference  camps  gear  up 
for  summer  schedule 


Mission  Statement  of  the  Board  of  Camp  &  Retreat  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church: 


We  are  people  dedicated  to  creating  quality  environments  of  Christian  hospi¬ 
tality  and  learning.  We  nurture  persons  so  they  may... 

•  grow  in  wisdom  and  in  healthy  self  esteem. 

•  develop  lifestyles  of  loving  interdependence  with  each  other  and  all  of  cre¬ 
ation. 

•  affirm  and  expand  their  faith  in  God  and  their  service  as  Christian 
disciples  within  God’s  world. 

We  serve  religiously  affiliated  groups,  schools  and  educational  bodies,  families,  service  organi¬ 
zations  and  other  non-profit  groups  who  enrich  life  in  the  world. 


District 

USKJCHITTO  RETREAT  CENTER 
Located  6  miles  west  of  Kinder  at 
LeBlanc  the  120-acre  facility  is  nestled 
in  a  Louisiana  pine  forest  bordered  by 
Whiskey  Chitto  Creek.  Air  conditioned 
facilities  available  are  five  (5)  cabins 
with  varying  accommodations,  Dining 
Hall,  Indoor  Pavilion,  Sports  Court, 
Outdoor  Worship  areas,  Trails,  Rope 
Course  and  Swimming  Pool. 
Accommodations  for  at  least  100  per¬ 
sons.  Contact:  Sammie  King,  P.O.  Box 
118,  LeBlanc,  LA  70651  (318)  738-5259 
urc@centuryinter.net  http://gbgm- 
churches.gbgmumc.org/uskichitto 


USKJCHITTO 


RETREAT  CENTER 

Camp  Schedule 
June  9-11: 

Senior  High  (9-12) 

June  12-14: 

Pre  Camp  I  (2  or  3) 

June  18-22: 

Family  Camp 
June  26- July  1: 

Junior  High  I  (6-8) 

July  5-9: 

L.A.M.P.  (9-12) 

July  10-14: 

Upper  Elementary  (4  &  5) 
July  19-22: 

Junior  High  II  (6-8) 

July  24-26: 

Pre  Camp  II  (2  &  3) 


CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTER 
Located  in  the  North  Louisiana  city 
of  Minden  on  beautiful  Caney  Lake 
where  pine  trees  surround  17  cabins, 
Recreation/ Meeting  Hall,  Dining 
Room,  Outdoor  Recreation  area  & 
Swimming  in  Caney  Lake.  All  build¬ 
ings  are  air-conditioned.  Caney  can 
accommodate  150  persons.  Contact: 
Rev.  Terral  Lowe,  P.O.  Box  707,  Minden, 
LA  71058  (318) 377-6756 


Camp  Schedule 
June  12-14: 

Junior  High  (6-8) 
June  16-18: 

Pre  Camp  (2  &  3) 
June  19-23: 
Elementary  1(4  &  5) 
July  3-7: 

Senior  High  (9-12) 
July  17-21: 

Junior  High  (6-8) 

July  24-28: 
Elementary  II  (4  &  5) 


ISTROUMA  CAMP 

Located  15  miles  northeast  of  Baton  Rouge  on  two  portions  of  wooded  land  con¬ 
nected  by  a  swinging  bridge.  Facilities  include  two  air-conditioned  four-dorm  units 
with  a  center  kitchen,  Dining/ Rec. /Meeting  Hall,  Outdoor  Pavilion,  Trails,  Outdoor 
Worship  areas,  &  Swimming  Pool.  Istrouma  can  accommodate  120  persons. 
Contact:  David  Brignac,  PO.  Box  333,  Greenwell  Springs,  LA  70739  (225)  261-2089. 
E-mail:  brignac2@bellsouth.net  or  http://www.gbgm-urnc.org/istrouma/ 

Camp  schedule 
June  19-23: 

Senior  High  (8-11) 

June  26-30: 

Older  Elementary  I  (4  &  5) 

July  5-8: 

Middle  Elementary  (2  &  3) 

July  10-14: 

Junior  High  I  (6  &  7) 

July  24-28: 

Older  Elementary  (4  &  5) 

July  31 -August  4: 

Junior  High  II  (6  &  7) 
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The  youth  group  from  First  UMC,  New  Iberia,  surround  Wilbur  Allen  (center,  seated) 
on  the  new  landing  for  his  wheelchair  ramp  they  helped  build  outside  his  home  in 
New  Orleans.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


La.  VIM,  City  of  New  Orleans 
joint  project  yields  27  ramps 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

Allen  Wilbur  had  an  old  ramp  he 
could  negotiate  with  his  wheelchair  to 
get  out  of  his  New  Orleans  home,  but 
there  was  a  problem. 

“I  could  get  down,  but  I  couldn’t  get 
back  up,"  Wilbur  said.  He  could  manage 
it  if  he  got  on  his  electric  scooter,  but 
even  that  was  a  task.  But  Wilbur,  who  lost 
his  left  leg  in  1994  from  complications 
related  to  a  stroke,  won’t  have  to  wrangle 
with  the  defective  ramp  any  longer. 

As  he  talked,  volunteers  from  First 
UMC,  New  Iberia,  were  building  him  a 
new  ramp  as  part  of  the  third  annual 
“Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  2000,”  sponsored 
by  Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  (VIM). 

Nearly  200  volunteers  turned  out  for 
the  event  Mar.  17-19,  which  this  year  was 
a  special  joint  project  with  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  and  the  City  of  New 
Orleans. 

Wilbur  wasn't  the  worst  off  among 
people  needing  ramps — many  didn’t 
have  them  at  all. 

Steady  rains  most  of  that  Saturday 
didn’t  deter  crews  that  set  out  to  con¬ 
struct  27  ramps  for  the  elderly  and  others 
with  low  to  moderate  incomes,  said  VIM 
Director  Larry  Norman. 

The  office  of  New  Orleans  Mayor 
Marc  Morial  supplied  $20,000  in  funding 
to  buy  lumber  and  other  supplies  for  the 
effort,  which  was  part  of  the  city’s  feder¬ 
ally  funded  Division  of  Housing  and 
Neighborhood  Development. 

Morial  and  members  of  his  staff  visit¬ 
ed  one  of  the  homes  where  volunteers 


New  Orleans  Mayor  Marc  Morial  talks 
with  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent  Freddie  Henderson 
outside  of  a  home  in  New  Orleans 
where  volunteers  built  a  ramp  during 
the  Louisiana  VIM  Takin'  It  To  The 
Streets  2000. The  City  of  New  Orleans 
paid  for  the  supplies  for  the  project. 

were  building  a  ramp.  His  executive 
assistant,  Vincent  Sylvain,  estimated  that 
$20,000  in  materials  was  transformed 
into  work  worth  some  $200,000  had  con¬ 
tractors  been  hired. 

“The  impact  of  volunteer  groups  like 
this  is  just  tremendous,”  said  Glenis 
Scott,  another  mayoral  assistant. 

Money  for  the  event  came  through  St. 
Mark’s  ongoing  relationship  with  the 
mayor’s  office,  which  provides  grant 
money  for  the  community  center’s 
Emergency  Home  Repair  Program. 

At  the  Saturday  morning  worship 
service  before  teams  set  out  for  their 
See  RAMPS,  Page  2 
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Solomon  song 
debuts  at  UMW 
quadrennial 
meeting 

When  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
(SCJ)  Quadrennial  Meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  convened  March 
17-19  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  Joy  Solomon,  wife 
of  Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  saw  and 
heard  a  vision  come  to  life.  A  song  she 
had  been  commis¬ 
sioned  to  write  in  1996 
made  its  debut  at  the 
event  as  the  theme 
song. 

The  song,  “God’s 
Costly  Gift,”  inspired  by 
II  Corinthians  2:14, 
emphasized  the  focus 
of  the  group-LEADING  THE  WAY  IN 
GOD’S  MISSION-and  took  Solomon 
over  a  year  to  compose. 

“I  spent  a  year  getting  the  words  just 
right,”  Solomon  said  in  a  recent  inter¬ 
view.  “After  that,  the  melody  flowed 
and  it  was  completed  in  less  than  six 
months  more.” 

William  Rose,  organist  at  St.Luke- 
Simpson  UMC  in  Lake  Charles,  then 
arranged  it  and  “God’s  Costly  Gift”  offi¬ 
cially  became  sheet  music.  There  was 
nothing  left  to  do  but  wait  for  its 
debut,  she  said. 

The  song  was  performed  at  the 
meeting  by  Jackie  Reichman,  a  profes¬ 
sional  singer  and  friend  of  Solomon’s 
who  lives  in  Tulsa.  She  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  pianist  Jorge  Lockward  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(GBGM). 

The  purpose  of  the  UMW  meeting 
was  to  elect  a  new  SCJ  Core  Planning 
Group,  Committee  on  Nominations 
and  directors  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  for 
the  four  years  ending  in  2004.  The  SCJ 
is  made  up  of  17  conferences  in  an 
eight-state  area. 

Tribes  of  the  Oklahoma  Missionary 
Conference  shared  their  history  of 
struggle  and  survival  as  well  as  their 
customs.  The  keynote  speaker  was  Dr. 
Hea  Sun  Kim,  native-born  Korean  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  Women’s  Division,  who 
shared  her  unique  journey. 

Participants  left  with  a  firm  resolve 
to  continue  the  work  of  UMW  and  its 
predecessor  organizations,  officials 
said,  who  for  over  100  years  have  sup¬ 
ported  programs  and  projects  related 
to  women,  children  and  youth. 

And.. .they  have  a  new  song  for  the. 
journey-”God’s  Costly  Gift.” 


Joy  Solomon 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


Easter  Sunday 

Content  or  context?  Is  it  "both/and?” 
If  so,  how  so  and  why  so?  Discussions 
abound  regarding  Gospel  “content” 
and  cultural  context.  Some  suggest  that 
the  Christian’s  witness  is  to  be  focused 
on  the  “pure”  content  of  the  Gospel, 
trusting  the  Holy  Spirit  to  lodge  the 
Gospel  seeds  in  places  of  receptivity 
and  growth.  Others  speak 
passionately  about  the 
importance  of  understanding 
and  interpreting  the  context 
in  which  the  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  is  shared. 

Wherever  we  place  the 
emphasis,  it  is  inescapable 
that  when  we  come  to  wor¬ 
ship  on  Easter  Sunday,  we 
are  in  both  a  content  and  a 
context  journey.  Many  of  us 
will  sit  in  pews  that  seem 
about  to  break  under  the 
load  we  are  carrying  in  our 
hearts.  Others  of  us  will  search  for 
some  word  of  hope  amidst  repeated 
experiences  of  disappointment  and 
hurt.  For  others,  the  events  of  life  are 
so  overwhelmingly  wonderful  that  it 
seems  neither  a  sanctuary  or  a  grave 
can  contain  their  joy  and  praise. 

Time-honored  words  will  greet  us: 
"Christ  is  Risen”  and  we  will  respond 
“Christ  is  risen,  indeed.”  For  some,  the 
response  will  be  a  joyful  proclamation 
and  for  others  it  will  be  an  erstwhile 
plea.  Yet,  for  all  of  us  in  one  fashion  or 
another,  there  will  be  a  joining  of  con¬ 
tent  and  context. 

The  crucifixion-resurrection  event 
reflects  the  inseparable  connection 
between  content  and  context.  God’s  vic¬ 
torious,  life-redeeming  power  took  form 
and  expression  amidst  humanity’s  acts  of 
heinous  cruelty,  rejection  and  death.  In 
the  events  of  crucifixion  and  resurrection 
are  joined  Jesus’  steadfast  mission  and 
God’s  saving  work  of  transformation. 

We  undermine  the  glory  of  Jesus’ 
resurrection  if  we  separate  it  from  the 
horror  of  the  crucifixion.  I  have  always 
felt  that  the  worshipping  community 
dilutes  Holy  Week  if  it  moves  from  the 
triumphal  entry  of  Palm  Sunday  to  the 
triumph  of  the  Resurrection  without 
gathering  on  Good  Friday  to  ponder, 
pray,  and  anguish,  not  only  over  the 
suffering  of  our  Lord,  but  also  over  the 
betrayal  and  injustice  that  too  often 
marks  our  own  life.  Without  acknowl¬ 
edging  such  a  context,  the  content  of 
the  Resurrection  is  easily  sentimental¬ 
ized,  even  trivialized.  God’s  unique  gift 


of  resurrection  was  released  through 
the  crucified  and  raised  Jesus. 

Resurrection  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
Christian  faith.  In  fact,  only  a  small  por¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Testament  is  actually 
focused  on  the  earthly  life  of  Jesus.  The 
larger  portion  of  the  New  Testament  is  a 
witness  to  the  reality  and  the  experience 
of  Resurrection!  The  Aposde 
Paul  wrote,  “If  Christ  has  not 
been  raised,  then  our  procla¬ 
mation  has  been  in  vain  and 
your  faith  has  been  in  vain.”  (I 
Corinthians  15:14  NRSV) 

The  early  church  may  not 
have  left  us  with  many 
details  as  to  the  “explana¬ 
tion”  of  Resurrection,  but  it 
did  unleash  upon  the  world 
an  undeniable  “experience” 
of  Resurrection.  In  the  life  of 
the  church,  both  its  worship 
and  its  witness,  the  “knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Resurrection”  has  its  credi¬ 
bility,  not  because  it  is  “knowledge 
about”  the  Resurrection,  but  because  it 
is  knowledge  proclaimed  and  personi¬ 
fied  by  resurrected  people. 

Dr.  Stephen  Gunter  in  his  book 
Resurrection  Knowledge,  writes:  “Not  all 
the  early  believers  had  seen  the  resur¬ 
rected  Lord — indeed,  no  one  saw  him 
rise — but  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  res¬ 
urrection  was  accepted  and  known  as  an 
actual  event.  The  basis  for  this  accept¬ 
ance  was  not  ‘factual  data’  but  ‘factual 
experience,’  the  personal  and  transfor¬ 
mative  presence  in  the  church  of  the  res¬ 
urrected  Lord,  indwelt  and  known  by  the 
believing  community.” 

When  we  gather  in  worship  on 
Easter  Sunday  and  sing  “Christ  the  Lord 
is  risen  today,”  the  content  of 
Resurrection  will  be  as  real  for  our  con¬ 
text  as  it  was  for  those  who  experienced 
it  on  the  first  Easter  morning.  The 
words  of  Jesus,  spoken  in  one  time  and 
place,  yet  not  captive  to  one  context, 
give  us  hope  and  courage  for  our  time 
and  place,  "Because  I  live,  you  also  will 
live”  (John  14:19  NRSV).  Resurrection  is 
as  eternal  and  ever-present  as  the  God 
who  enacts  it  through  a  living  Jesus 
who  continues  to  embody  it. 

“He  lives,  He  lives,  salvation  to  impart! 
King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords,  and  He 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever,  hallelujah.” 


God's  victorious, 
life-redeeming 
power  took  form 
and  expression 
amidst  humanity's 
acts  of  heinous 
cruelty,  rejection 
and  death. 


We'd  like  to  hear  from  you... 

Louisiana  NOW!  is  beginning  a 
“Letters  to  Editor”  section  and  we’d 
really  like  to  hear  from  you.  You  pick 
the  topic.  It  can  be  a  United 
Methodist  issue,  a  conference  issue  or 


your  thoughts  about  our  new  confer¬ 
ence  newspaper.  This  is  your  chance 
to  express  yourself. 

Send  letters  to: 

Editor -Louisiana  NOW! 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


The  path  to  Easter... 

Take  up  your  cross 


BY  DARCY  JAMES 

Luke  9:18-25 

After  traveling  with  Jesus  for  some 
months,  the  disciples  began  to  consider 
an  awesome  possibility:  he  could  be  the 
Messiah  for  whom  all  Jews  were  waiting. 
Controversial  as  he  was,  he  seemed  to 
them  to  be  God’s  chosen  sav¬ 
ior  for  the  people.  One  day  he 
asked  them  what  they  thought 
about  him,  and  Peter  brought 
this  idea  out  into  the  open. 

Jesus’  answer  was  swift 
and  intense.  Without  saying 
whether  the  idea  was  right  or 
wrong,  he  commanded  them 
strongly  not  to  announce  it. 

Instead  of  waiting  for  him  to 
lead  a  military  victory  as  the 
Messiah  was  expected  to  do,  they  should 
prepare  to  see  him  suffer,  be  con¬ 
demned  and  be  executed.  And  after  all 
that,  an  unimaginable  miracle:  he  would 
come  back  from  death  to  life. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  it  would  be 


the  same  for  his  disciples  and  for  any¬ 
one  who  meant  to  follow  him.  Every  day 
they  should  be  ready  to  walk  the  road  of 
condemned  criminals,  forced  to  carry 
the  wood  for  their  execution,  as  he 
would  be.  Really  to  follow  Jesus  is  to  go 
with  him  into  rejection  and  suffering, 
but  to  do  it  with  joy,  knowing  that  he  did 
rise  again  after  he  was  killed. 
Christians  who  live  under 
oppressed  governments 
today  testify  that  the  truth  of 
the  Resurrection  stands 
behind  their  courage  to  chal¬ 
lenge  evil  even  at  risk  of  their 
lives. 

Jesus  doesn’t  want  us  to 
expect  everything  to  go 
smoothly.  He  wants  our  loyal¬ 
ty  at  all  costs.  He  will  give  us 
courage  when  we  need  it,  and  he  prom¬ 
ises  that  in  that  direction  we  will  find 
our  true  life.  The  symbol  of  the  cross  is 
not  only  a  reminder  of  what  Jesus  did 
for  us;  it  is  also  a  reminder  of  what  he 
asks  us  to  do  for  him. 


Jesus  doesn't 
want  us  to  expect 
everything  to  go 
smoothly.  He 
wants  our  loyalty 
at  all  costs. 


A  very  old  Christian  prayer 

Almighty  God,  whose  most  dear  Son 
went  not  up  to  joy  but  first  he  suffered 
pain,  and  entered  not  into  glory  before  he 
was  crucified;  Mercifidly  grant  that  we, 

Ramps 

continued  from  Page  1 

sites,  Norman  consecrated  "church  kits” 
for  each  group  to  bring  to  celebrate  com¬ 
munion  with  the  residents  that  Sunday 
afternoon,  once  the  work  was  done. 

The  kits  also  included  a  devotional 
by  Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  as  well  as  a 
“ramp  blessing”  derived  from  the 
Passover  tradition — a  plaque  to  be 
affixed  to  the  completed  ramp  reading, 
“To  God  be  the  glory,”  Norman  said. 

“On  a  practical  and  symbolic  level,  the 
ramps  and  the  building  of  them  are 
about  relationships,”  Norman  said. 


walking  in  the  way  of  the  cross,  may  find 
it  none  other  than  the  way  of  life  and 
peace. 

In  His  name,  Amen. 

From  Easter  is  Jesus  (Abingdon  Press) 


Construction  of  the  ramps  is  an  open 
door  for  the  church  to  be  a  part  of  peo¬ 
ples  lives,  he  said.  “It  also  enables  them 
to  leave  their  homes  to  be  a  part  of  the 
church.  Ramps  go  both  ways,”  he  said. 

Volunteer  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott,  pastor  of 
Golden  Meadow  UMC,  brought  his 
confirmation  class  to  help  out  for  the 
weekend. 

The  youth  have  fun  and  are  able  to 
do  a  good  thing,  he  said. 

"There  isn’t  a  community  in  the  state 
that  doesn’t  have  these  kinds  of  needs.” 
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Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


Governor's  Prayer  Breakfast  slated  for  April  25 

The  36th  Annual  Governor’s  Prayer  Breakfast  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  25,  at 
the  Centroplex  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  doors  will  be  open  and  a  full  breakfast  will  be 
available  beginning  at  6:30  a.m.  The  program  will  begin  promptly  at  7:30  a.m.  and 
conclude  by  9:00  a.m.  There  will  be  free  parking  in  the  Centroplex  garage  for  those 
attending. 

The  featured  speaker  will  be  Barbara  Williams  Skinner,  president  and  cofounder 
of  Skinner  Farm  Leadership  Institute  in  Washington,  D.C.  Skinner  served  as  a  top  aid 
to  members  of  Congress,  was  executive  director  of  the  Congressional  Black  Caucus, 
representing  over  29  million  African  American  voters.  As  director  of  the  Caucus,  she 
worked  on  legislation  to  designate  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.’s  birthday  a  national 
holiday,  to  extend  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965  and  to  “Free  South  Africa.” 

Tickets  for  the  event  are  $15  per  person.  To  reserve  tickets  or  for  information 
about  sponsorship,  please  contact  Steve  Nunnery,  chair,  2000Steering  Committee,  at 
(225)  654-0287.  Reservations  are  preferred,  but  tickets  will  be  available  at  the  door. 
UMM  to  embark  on  expedition 

Don’t  forget  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men’s  Expedition  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  April  28-29.  This  is  not  an  ordinary  men’s  gather¬ 
ing.  The  Men’s  Expedition  is  a  journey  taken  by  Christian 

brothers  with  a  special  dimension  devoted  to  partnerships  general  commission  on 

with  pastors. 

Leaders  are  Ron  Sarver,  national  UMM  training  chair,  and 
Larry  Malone,  national  director  of  men’s  ministries  for 
GCUMM. 

The  journey  begins  Friday  at  7  p.m.  and  goes  until  5  p.m.  Saturday.  Step  forward 
and  bring  your  fathers,  sons,  brothers  and  friends. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $25;  call  Jay  Hinckley  at  (318)  628-3763  to  register.  Make 
reservations  at  the  Conference  Center  separately  by  calling  (337)  449-4500. 

Labyrinth  Training  Workshop  to  be  led  by  Perkins  faculty 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  is  offering  a  one-day  Labyrinth  Training 
Workshop  Aug.  1 1-12  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  It  will  be  led  by  Dr. 
Mary  Ann  Reed,  family  therapist 
and  adjunct  faculty  member  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $75,  which 
includes  room  and  meals.  To  regis¬ 
ter,  contact  Rev.  Carole  Cotton 
Winn  at  199  Trenton  Drive,  Slidell, 

LA  70461.  Her  e-mail  address  is 
ccottonwinn@msn.com. 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  retired  (Baton 
Rouge  District),  on  the  death  of  his 
brother,  Mr.  James  Martin  Crosby, 
March  21.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  in  his  honor  at  Aldersgate  UMC  in 
Slidell  March  24. 

Mrs.  Mary  Wineinger,  wife  of  Rev. 
Don  Wineinger,  retired  (Shreveport 


District)  on  his  death  March  21.  His 
funeral  was  held  March  25  at  McGuire 
UMC  in  West  Monroe. 

Dr.  Chuck  Simmons,  formerly  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  currently 
serving  in  the  Texas  Conference,  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Stuart  Simmons 
March  22.  His  funeral  was  held  in 
Franklinton,  La.  March  25. 


It's  a  party  for  Solomons! 
You're  invited. 


BY  CHRIS  ANDREWS 

CHAIR,  COMMITTEE  ON  EPISCOPACY 


The  Louisiana  Conference 
Committee  on  the  Episcopacy 
will  host  a  retirement  dinner  for 
Bishop  Dan  and  Mrs.  Joy 
Solomon  Friday,  July  7  at  7  p.m. 
at  the  Radisson  Hotel  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

This  will  be  a  joyous  occa¬ 
sion,  recognizing  the  Solomons 
40-plus  years  in  ministry  and  wishing 
them  well  in  the  next  chapter  of  their 
faith  journey. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  come  and  bring 
the  family  for  this  important  moment  in 
the  life  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  This 
is  the  first  bishop  retirement  the  confer¬ 
ence  has  experienced  since  Aubrey 
Walton  many  years  ago.  We  really  want 
to  convey  to  the  Solomon’s  how  much 
we  love  and  appreciate  them. 

The  cost  for  the  meal  and  program 
will  be  $15  per  person,  or  a  table  for 
eight  can  be  reserved  for  $120.  Please 
register  before  May  15. 

For  those  wanting  to  spend  Friday 
night  in  Baton  Rouge,  special  rates  have 
been  arranged  at  the  Richmond  Suites 
Hotel  which  is  very  close  to  the 


Radisson. 

To  get  the 
rate,  call 
the  hotel  at 
(225)  924- 
6500  and 
reference 
the 

“Methodist 
Event.” 

To  regis-  Bishop  Dan  and  Mrs.  Joy 

ter  for  the  Solomon 
dinner, 

please  send  the  form  below  with  a  check 
made  out  to  Carl  Rhoads  to  930  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Chris  Andrews  or  Sandra  Loy  at  (225) 
383-4777. 


Retirement  Dinner 
for 

Bishop  Dan  and  Joy  Solomon 


July  7, 2000 
7  p.m. 

The  Radisson  Hotel 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 


Number  of  reservations 


Name  of  person  making  reservation  (Please  print) 

Please  send  in  by  May  15. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Send  to: 


APRIL 

23 

23 

23 

24-28 

27- 30 

28- 29 

28- May  7 

29- May  7 
MAY 
2-12 

4-7 

7 

7 

14 


Easter  Sunday 

United  Methodist  Heritage  Sunday 

Special  Offering  for  Good  Samaritan  Sunday 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

Conference  UM  Men  Men's  Expedition 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Volunteers  in  Mission  Disaster  Response 


Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry 
La.  Conf.  Center,  Woodworth 
La.  Conf.  Center,  Woodworth 
Inka  Katurapi,  Bolivia 
North  Carolina  Floods 


General  Conference 
Volunteers  in  Mission 

Special  Offering  for  Native  American  Awareness 
Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  (Ruston)  Offering 


Cleveland,  Ohio 
Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 


Rev.  Carl  Rhoads 

930  North  Boulevard 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 


Got  a  memory?  Send  it  for  Book  of  Memories 

A  Book  of  Memories  is  being  compiled  which  will  be  presented  to  the  Solomons 
at  the  dinner  July  7.  Please  take  time,  reflect  and  record  your  favorite  memory  of 
their  time  here.  Print  it  as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  on  regular  81/2X11”  paper 
and  mail  it  to  Kathy  Moore,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  All  stories  must 
be  received  by  May  15  to  allow  production  time.  Please  help  us  create  a  gift  that  thev 
can  enjoy  for  years  to  come. 


Important  Annual  Conference  notice: 

According  to  Rule  7  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  any  petitions  proposed  by  an  individual  member  or  a  duly  elected  body  of  a 
local  church  or  district,  need  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Petitions  no  later  than 
seven  days  pnor  to  the  opening  session  of  the  Annual  Conference.  Therefore,  any 
petitions  for  annual  Conference  need  to  be  received  by  Sunday,  May  28, 2000 
Please  send  your  petitions  to  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin,  Vice-Chairperson,  Louisiana 
Conference  Committee  on  Petitions,  119  Jefferson  Street,  New  Iberia,  LA  7056Q. 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


April  13,2000 


Louisiana  Conference  Noivf 


Please  send  your  church  news  to 
our  district  communication  advisor. 

Rosa  Fields 
P.O.  Box  5021, 

Alexandria,  LA  71307 
(318)  443-8429 


Newman  UMC  celebrates  135 


Signs  of  God's  love  delivered  through  connectional  system 


BY  JOHN  RYBA 

FIRST  UMC,  PINEVILLE 

A  true  sign  of  God’s  love  and  our  connectional  system  was 
evident  some  time  ago  when,  as  the  Pineville  First  United 
Methodist  congregation  was  preparing  to  move  to  its  new 
location,  Pastor  J.  Roddy  Taylor  received  a  telephone  call  from 
Rev.  Marguerite  Jenkins,  pastor  of  St.  James  UMC  in  Melville. 
Rev  Jenkins  had  heard  the  First  Church  congregation  was  relo¬ 
cating  and  was  hopeful  there  may  have  been  some  items 
wWch  would  not  be  used  at  the  new  location. 

After  getting  approval  from  the  First  Church  administrative 
council,  Rev.  Taylor  and  church  member  Joe  Boyd  loaded  a 
pickup  truck  and  made  the  trip  to  Melville.  A  communion 
table,  books  for  their  library,  a  piano,  hymnals,  an  electric 
typewriter  and  a  personal  gift  of  a  robe  to  Rev.  Jenkins  from 
Rev.  TayJor  were  delivered. 

A  few  months  later,  John  and  Josie  Ryba  of  the  First  Church 
congregation  stopped  in  Melvilie  to  visit  the  St.  James  Church. 
Rev.  Jenkins  proudly  showed  them  how  the  wonderful  gifts 
from  the  First  Church  congregation  were  being  used.  St.  James 
congregation  was  also  planning  to  remodel  the  church  and 
was  having  a  barbeque  that  day  as  a  fundraiser. 


Upon  returning  to  Pineville,  John  told  Pastor  Taylor  about 
the  visit  and  the  congregation’s  remodeling  plans.  Rev.  Taylor 
asked  John  to  have  Rev.  Jenkins  get  an  estimate  to  carpet  their 
church.  After  securing  estimates  and  again  having  the  church 
council  approve  the  funding,  a  check  was  written  from  the 
First  Church  congregation  to  help  St.  James  with  their  remod¬ 
eling  project. 

The  Rybas  (John  figured  there  would  be  plenty  of  hugs  and 
kisses.. .and  he  wanted  to  be  there  to  get  them)  and  the  Joe 
Boyd  family  hand  delivered  the  check  and  worshiped  with  the 
St.  James  congregation  last  December.  John  reviewed  the  short 
history  of  the  relationship  between  the  churches  and  how 
good  it  was  to  share  God’s  blessings  with  others.  He  noted  how 
the  connectional  nature  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
helped  both  churches  be  aware  of  each  others  needs  and 
resources.  As  John  had  predicted,  there  were  lots  of  hugs  and 
tears  on  that  Sunday. 

At  the  story’s  end,  Rev  Jenkins  went  to  First  Church  to  thank 
the  congregation  and  delivered  the  message  at  both  services 
on  Feb.  13. 

What  a  blessing  it  is  to  see  and  be  able  to  witness  God’s 
work.  Both  congregations  have  been  blessed  by  the  events 
which  have  taken  place  and  we  are  sure  God  is  pleased. 


Newman  United  Methodist  Church 
celebrated  its  135th  anniversary  March 
12  with  die  theme  “Moving  Into  the  New 
Millennium  with  Faidi.” 

Guest  ministers  at  two  services 
comemorating  the  event  were  Bishop 
Dan  E.  Solomon  and  Rev.  James  Ray, 
pastor,  Wesley  UMC,  Pineville  and  the 
Wesley-Bonneville  Charge  in  Bunkie. 
Newman’s  Male  Ensemble  and  Mass 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Frankie  G.  Early,  minister  of  music,  pro¬ 
vided  music  for  the  services.  The  Mass 
Choir  was  accompanied  by  the  String 
Ensemble  from  Brame  Junior  High 
School  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Kristine  Joubert.  Others  participating  in 
the  services  were  Rev.  William 
Youngblood,  district  superintendent; 
Bridgette  Newton-Perry,  liturgist;  Scott 
Perry,  Jr.,  lay  leader;  Joseph  Page,  master 


Alexandria  District  Superintendent  William  Youngblood  (left).  Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
(center)  and  Pastor  Ernest  Scott  lead  worship  services  celebrating  Newman  UMC's 
135th  anniversary. 


Haynesville  youth  hold  scavenger  hunt  with  mission  twist 


of  Christian  service 


of  ceremonies;  and  Carolyn  Forch. 
Special  proclamations  honoring  the 
church  were  issued  by  the  Alexandria 
mayor  Ned  Randolf,  the  governor’s 
office,  the  Louisiana  Black  Caucus  and 
State  Representative  Israel  “Bo”  Curtis. 

Newman  UMC’s  history  is  rich,  fasci¬ 
nating  and  unique  because  of  the  many 
changes  that  have  occurred  since  its 
inception.  It  began  in  1865  when  a  group 
of  Methodist  missionaries  organized  the 
first  Black  Methodist  Church  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria.  Over  the  years,  it  flour¬ 
ished  as  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
using  its  original  name,  St.  James.  In 
1902,  it  became  Newman  Memorial  ME 
Church  in  honor  of  Bishop  J.P  Newman 
and  in  1939,  it  became  Newman 
Methodist  Church.  When  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  merged  in  1968,  it 
became  Newman  UMC. 

Since  its  humble  beginning  in  1865, 
Newman  has  moved  progressively 
upward  under  the  spiritual  leadership  of 
approximately  33  bishops  (including  the 
late  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  who  was  also 
a  former  pastor),  40  district  superintend¬ 
ents  and  45  ministers.  The  current  pastor 
is  Rev.  Ernest  Scott. 


Meet  Rosa  Fields— 
District  Communication 
Advisor 


Meet  Rosa  Fields, 

Alexandria  District’s  new 
communication  advisor. 

Rosa  is  a  native  of 
Pineville,  where  she 
attends  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Owner  of  a  local  insur-  Rosa  Fields 

ance  agency,  Rosa  is 

active  in  her  church,  singing  in  the  choir 
and  serving  on  the  Pastor- Staff  Relations 
committee.  She  is  married  to  Clarence 
Fields,  mayor  of  Pineville.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Clarence,  Jr. 
and  Bethany. 

Rosa  is  looking  forward  to  communi¬ 
cating  with  all  churches  in  the 
Alexandria  District.  Please  forward  your 
wonderful  witness  and  news  stories  to 
her  (with  pictures,  if  possible)  so  the 
whole  conference  will  know  you  are 
busy  doing  God’s  work. 

Alexandria  District 

2350-A  Methodist  Parkway 
Alexandria,  LA  71485 
(318)  443-3213 

E-mail;  umcalxds@iamerica.net 

Rev.  William  Youngblood 

District  Superintendent 

Rosa  Fields 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Pam  Crews 

District  Missioner 


In  December,  the  Haynesville  UMC 
junior  high  youth  group  held  its  annual 
lock  in  with  the  usual  chili  and  gumbo 
meal.  But  the  scavenger  hunt  planned 
by  leaders  Benji  and  Connie  Winn 
offered  the  youth  a  worthwhile  search 
with  a  mission  twist. 

Rather  that  racing  around  town  look¬ 
ing  for  hard  to  find  objects,  they  collect¬ 
ed  food  from  members  of  the  church 
who  had  signed  up  to  participate  in  the 
scavenger  hunt.  Each  group  of  youth 
were  given  certain  homes  to  go  to  and 
pick  up  food.  Points  were  given  to  the 
group  that  traveled  the  most  miles, 
returned  to  the  church  first,  and  collect¬ 
ed  the  most  food.  Extra  points  were 
given  for  food  items  like  coffee,  turkeys 
and  ham.  Points  were  tallied  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  winner.  The  food  was  sorted 
and  placed  in  containers  to  be  delivered 
to  needy  families  in  the  church  com¬ 
munity.  In  all,  fourteen  families  were 
helped  by  the  efforts  of  the  youth  who 
were  greeted  with  smiles,  tears,  hugs 
and  many,  many  thanks. 

In  their  heightened  mission 
awareness, the  youth  realized  families 


are  in  need  throughout  the  year  and 
not  just  during  the  holiday  season. 
With  the  help  of  church  members, 
their  effort  to  help  those  in  need  is 


continuing  year  round. 

For  details  about  this  event,  contact 
youth  leaders  Benji  and  Connie  Winn  at 
(318) 624-2893. 


The  Haynesville  UMC  junior  high  youth  group  stands  with  the  food  items  they  col¬ 
lected  during  their  lock-in  scavenger  hunt. 


Gotta' sing...and  lead? 

First  UMC,  Winnfield,  is  looking  for  a  a  part-time  choir  director  to  work  with  its 
youth  and  chancel  choirs  on  Wednesday  evenings  and  Sunday  mornings.  For  more 
information  or  to  apply,  contact  Rev.  Barry  Hoekstra  at  (318)628-4181  or  e-mail; 
BarryHoek@aol.com. 
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District  VIM  team  forms,  plans  projects 


A  Baton  Rouge  District  VIM  Team,  led  by  Billy 
Bridges  of  Ingleside  UMC,  and  assisted  by  Mary  Burton 
of  Moses  Chapel  UMC,  Quinn  O’Bannon  of  University 
UMC,  Owen  Peyton  of  Faithful  UMC  and  Jeff  Duke  of 
Francis  Asbury  UMC,  have  successfully  obtained  over 
70  volunteers  (16  churches)  from  approximately  26,000 
Baton  Rouge  District  United  Methodists,  to  work  on 
five  projects  during  the  year  2000. 

The  five  projects  have  been  inspected  and  teams 
from  the  volunteers,  as  well  as  teams  from  outside  the 
conference,  will  be  called  together  to  complete  these. 

The  projects  list  is: 

1.  Roofing  at  the  district  parsonage  and  building 
shelving  at  the  district  office. 

2.  Painting  and  refurbishing  at  the  UM  Mission 
Center. 

3.  Painting  and  refurbishing  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation,  Southern  University. 

4.  Painting  at  the  campus  ministry  building  at  LSU 

5.  Rebuilding  termite  structural  damage  at  St.  Paul 
UMC  in  Ethel. 

If  you  want  to  find  out  more  about  these  mission 
opportunities,  please  come  to  Ingleside  UMC  (7  blocks 
east  of  Acadian  Thruway  and  1  block  south  of 
Government  Street)  for  a  RALLY  on  SUNDAY,  APRIL  30 
from  3-5  p.m. 

We  are  so  grateful  for  those  who  are  helping,  but  we 
could  use  more  of  you.  Please  come. 

TRI-DISTRICT  WORK  DAY 

And,  remember,  the  Tri-District  (Baton  Rouge,  North 
Shore  and  New  Orleans)  Work  Day  at  Camp  Istrouma 
on  Saturday,  May  20,  from  8  a.m  -  5  p.m.  We  will  tear 
down  a  workshed  and  rebuild  it  and  trim  brush  away 
from  the  new  lake.  A  free  chicken  lunch  and  all  the 
drinks  you  can  hold  will  be  provided.  Come  on  out  to 
work  and  fellowship  on  May  20. 


Work  teams  will  tear  down  and  rebuild  a  workshed  at 
Camp  Istrouma  in  May  (above)  and  roofing  at  the  dis¬ 
trict  parsonage  (below). 


Developmental  seminar 
attendees  experience 
liturgical  dancing 

Forty-nine  United  Methodists  representing  nine  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  District’s  local  churches  attended  a 
congregational  development  workshop  at  Francis 
Asbury  UMC  on  Friday  evening  and  Saturday  morning, 
Feb.  25  and  26,  and  a  glorious  workshop  it  was!! 
Organizers  agree  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  did  more  to 
enhance  this  program  than  they  could  have  ever  done. 

Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  pastor  of  Cornerstone  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  and  a  team  of  three  others,  one  from 
Eight  Mile  UMC  in  Mobile,  Alabama,  represented  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  leading  this 
seminar. 

Attendees  included  pastors  and  three  or  more  laity 
from  each  church  attending.  Various  ways  of  evangel¬ 
izing  were  taught  and  discussed  in  small  group  forums. 
Liturgical  dance  was  demonstrated  and,  as  a  part  of 
the  closing  worship,  everyone  performed  a  collective 
liturgical  work.  One  gentleman  was  heard  to  say,  “I 
would  have  never  wanted  to  have  dance  in  the  church, 
but  I  have  never  experienced  anything  so  beautiful.” 

Just  a  very  few  of  the  many,  many  tips  gleaned  from 
this  exposure  were: 

■  A  “gang”  could  be  “God’s  Anointed  Next 
Generation.” 

■  We  gain  respect  by  building  relationships. 

■  Read  Soul  Tsunami. 

■  Respond  to  the  ripple  effect  of  change,  the  one 
thing  that  is  constant. 

■  A  “team”  signifies  “Together  Everyone  Achieves 
More.” 

The  nine  churches  participating  were:  Baker  First, 
Blackwater.  Camphor,  Evangeline,  Francis  Asbury, 
Magnolia,  Plaquemine  First,  St.  John’s  and  St.  Mark. 


ministry  celebrates  year  of 
meals,  Gospel 


Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  Lizzie  Anthony,  Ida  Flowers, 
Mattie  Robinson,  Rose  Williams,  Eva  Hausey(standing), 
Maxine  Williams,  Willie  Mae  Anthony  and  Saraphine  George. 


District  laity,  clergy  get  involved  in 
public  school  programs 


St.  Paul 
sharing 

BY  H.  LOUIS  JONES 
PASTOR,  ST.  PAUL  UMC, 

ETHEL 

“The  Church 
Where  GOD’s  Love 
Is  Shared-”  Saint 
Paul  UMC  in  Ethel 
is  “living  out”  that 
statement  through 
our  Food  and 
Fellowship 
Ministry.  For  the 
past  12  months  we 
have  prepared, 
served  and  deliv¬ 
ered  over  1,050  hot 
meals  to  the  chil¬ 
dren,  adults  and  a  nursing  home  in 
the  Ethel  Community.  On  the 
anniversary  of  our  Food  and 
Fellowship  Ministry,  a  record  high  of 

District  team  assessing 


99  meals  were  prepared  and  served. 

Through  this  monthly  ministry, 
not  only  are  we  sharing  a  well-pre¬ 
pared  meal,  we  are  also  sharing  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


BY  LAMARYLIS  COHEN 

DISTRICT  MISSIONER 

St.  Mark  and  St.  Paul  (BR),  Ingleside 
and  Hughes  Memorial,  Baton  Rouge 
First  and  Wesley  UMCs  are  taking  strong 
steps  in  the  development  of  after-school 
and  Study  Circles  for  elementary 
schools  in  the  East  Baton  Rouge  Parish 
School  System. 

The  two  schools  currently  working 
with  our  churches  are  Forest  Heights 
and  Eden  Park.  It  was  a  great  privilege 
to  walk  into  Eden  Park  last  week  and 
see  parents,  teachers  and  United 
Methodist  volunteers  working  togeth¬ 
er.  The  group  had  carefully  and  strate¬ 
gically  put  together  a  grant  proposal  to 
begin  the  after  school  programs  in 
these  schools. 

Hallique  Dawson,  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  Ministry  Team,  has  assumed  the 
role  of  coordinator  for  these  projects 
and  has  already  attended  a  grant  writing 


seminar  along  with  members  and  clergy 
from  our  participating  churches.  She 
will  attend  the  Study  Circles  two-day 
workshop  and  will  begin  training  volun¬ 
teers  in  the  schools. 

We  are  very  proud  that  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  can  be  involved  in  the 
life  of  our  public  schools  in  this  way.  If 
you  wish  to  help,  call  the  District  Office 
at  (225)  296-0668. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  St. 
Francisville  UMC  is  having  its  yearly 
1 000  Cans  of  Food  drive  during  April 
for  the  West  Feliciana  Food  Pantry. 

Please  bring  cases  or  single  cans  to 
the  church  located  on  Royal  Street  in  St. 
Francisville.  For  information  or  pick 
up,  call  (225)  635-3763  or  635-6207. 


Baton  Rouge  District 

5713  Superior  Drive,  Suite  A-1 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
(225)  296-0668 
E-mail:  BRdist@cs.com 


children  at  risk,  poverty  and  the  homeless 


BYLAMARYUSCOnEN 

DISTRICT  MISSIONER 

A  team  of  laity  and  clergy  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  is  looking  into  and 
assessing  the  needs  of  at-risk  children, 
those  in  poverty,  and  the  homeless  in  an 
effort  to  contribute  concrete  assistance. 

There  are  many,  many  programs 
attempting  to  serve  this  population,  but 


very  little  coordination  between  the 
programs  and  those  needing  them. 
There  are  beds  galore  for  homeless 
men,  but  few  for  women  and  children. 
There  are  families  in  dire  need  of  med¬ 
ical  attention,  but  few  clinics  and  little 
free  care.  There  is  no  one-stop  shop¬ 
ping.  There  is  very  little  care  for  their 
souls  and  bodies.  We  have  even 
encountered  an  empty  hospital  and  a 


doctor  who  would  dedicate  his  utmost 
care  to  the  quality  of  these  lives,  but 
there’s  no  money. 

God  has  placed  this  burden  of  holis¬ 
tic  care  for  these  persons  on  our  hearts. 
Slowly,  but  surely,  this  team  will  deter¬ 
mine  what  The  United  Methodist 
Church  can  do.  Contact  the  District 
Office  (225)  296-0668,  if  you  have  sug¬ 
gestions  or  want  additional  information. 


Dr.  Leslie  Norris 

District  Superintendent 

Mary  Williams 

District  Communication  Advisor 

LaMarylis  Cotten 

District  Missioner 


Please  send  your  church  news  to: 
Mary  Williams 

c/o  Baton  Rouge  District  Office 
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Journey  a  Lenten  Labyrinth  on  the  Web, 
get  spiritual  recharge 


Stressed  out  from  sitting  a  computer 
all  day?  We  found  a  great  place  to  go  on 
the  Web  created  by  Southern  Methodist 
University  students  that  can  give  you  a 
few  minutes  of  spiritual  renewal: 
fllc.smu.edu/labyrinth.  Try  it!  You’ll  be 
amazed. 

The  Latin  class  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  invites  you  to  follow  an  illu¬ 
minated  path:  the  Lenten  Labyrinth.  The 
students  in  Latin  1402  have  transcribed 
part  of  the  diary  of  a  fifth-century  pil¬ 
grim  named  Egeria,  as  well  as  the  Vesper 
Psalms  for  the  season  of  Lent,  and  placed 
the  texts  on  an  outline  of  the  labyrinth 
like  the  one  at  Chartres  Cathedral. 

Turn  your  heart  and  mind  inward: 
follow  the  path  of  the  labyrinth. 
Following  the  path  of  the  labyrinth  is  an 
ancient  tradition,  a  walking  meditation 
which  has  served  as  an  important  spiri¬ 
tual  practice  since  before  the  time  of  the 
early  Christian  pilgrims.  This  archetypal 
image  exists  in  many  spiritual  traditions. 
The  labyrinth  is  not  a  maze,  and  it  does 
not  confound  the  pilgrim  with  irrelevant 
choices,  but  allows  each  person  to  let  go 
of  distractions,  to  focus  on  the  soul's  jour¬ 
ney.  Walking  the  single  path  of  the 


labyrinth  quiets  the  mind  of  the  pilgrim 
who  follows  its  winding  course  to  the 
center.  Follow  the  Labyrinth  and  click  on 
each  consecutive  candle  to  read  the 
Vesper  Psalms  and  liturgy  of  the  hours 
for  Lent.  As  you  click  on  each  candle,  you 
will  see  the  image  of  a  book,  with  Latin 
texts  on  the  left  page  and  English  tran¬ 
scriptions  on  the  facing  page.  Look  for 
and  click  on  any  underlined  words  to  see 
visual  definitions.  Recommended  resolu¬ 
tion  for  your  monitor  800  x  600  or  higher. 


Contributions  to  Gonzalez  lawyer 
not  from  church  dollars 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The  father 
of  6-year-old  Elian  Gonzalez  needed  a 
lawyer  to  receive  fair  treatment  in  U.S. 
courts,  say  church  officials  involved  in 
raising  money  to  provide  legal  services. 
The  executive  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  the  social  action 
and  advocacy  agency  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  set  up  a  fund  to 
receive  contributions  for  that  purpose. 

The  Humanitarian  Advocacy  Fund 
will  receive  donations  for  the  effort  to 
provide  “fair  and  equal  treatment"  for 
Juan  Miguel  Gonzalez  in  the  U.S. 
courts,  said  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
top  staff  executive  of  the  board. 

No  United  Methodist  Church  dollars 
are  being  used  in  the  fund,  he  said.  The 
effort  is  supported  solely  by  voluntary 
contributions. 

Fassett  said  the  agency  hopes  to 
raise  $50,000  to  $100,000  for  this  cause. 

Justice  grants  of  $41,500  to  serve  wide- 
ranging  needs 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  dozen 
Peace  With  Justice  grants,  totaling 
$41,500,  have  been  awarded  to  a  wide 
range  of  international  and  domestic 


projects  for  the  year  2000. 

From  a  rural  Shalom  Zone  in  South 
Carolina  to  environmental  ministries 
in  California,  from  conflict  transforma¬ 
tion  in  war-torn  Mozambique  to  efforts 
to  mitigate  the  effects  of  mining  in  the 
Philippines,  these  programs  are  an 
expression  of  the  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles  and  resolutions  creat¬ 
ed  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference. 

The  funds  for  the  projects  come 
from  the  church’s  Peace  with  Justice 
Sunday  offering  in  June  and  are  admin¬ 
istered  by  a  working  committee  in  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  Priority  is  given  to  United 
Methodist  local  church  justice  efforts 
and  projects  affiliated  with  the  denom¬ 
ination.  Some  grants  are  awarded  to 
efforts  that  focus  on  areas  of  concern 
without  a  local  connection  to  the 
denomination.  The  largest  grant  this 
year,  $5,475,  will  go  to  the 
Mozambique  Annual  (regional) 
Conference. 

The  money  will  support  continued 
training  in  conflict  analysis  and  trans¬ 
formation,  begun  in  1994. 


IN  BRIEF 

OPPORTUNITIES 

1  Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Religious  communicators  honor  Mr.  Rogers,  Charles  Schulz 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  Television’s  Mr.  (Fred)  Rogers  and  the  late  cartoonist 
Charles  Schulz  were  honored  with  lifetime  achievement  awards  during  a  March 
31  banquet  at  the  Religious  Communication  Congress.  The  annual  Wilbur  Awards 
are  given  by  the  Religion  Communicators  Council  in  recognition  of  people  and 
organizations  that  have  reflected  religion  or  religious  values  in  secular  media. 

Hispanic  pastor  to  lead  lliff  seminary,  marking  a  first 

DENVER  (UMNS)  — The  first  Hispanic  ever  to  lead  a  United  Methodist-related 
seminary  will  take  office  June  1  as  president  of  108-year-old  lliff  School  of 
Theology. 

The  Rev.  David  Maldonado,  57,  has  been  appointed  as  the  12th  president  of 
the  Denver  seminary,  succeeding  the  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer,  who  led  the  school 
for  19  years. 

Besides  being  the  first  Hispanic  to  take  the  helm  of  one  of  the  13  United 
Methodist-related  seminaries,  Maldonado  is  the  only  Hispanic  to  lead  one  of  the 
135  Protestant  denominational  schools  that  are  currently  members  of  the 
Association  of  Theological  Schools.  He  is  a  United  Methodist  clergy  member  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference.  Currently  professor  of  church  and  society  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  he  will  serve  in  that  same  role  at  lliff. 

New  books  offer  different  views  on  church  and  homosexuality 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  has 
released  the  first  two  books  of  a  three-part  “conversation”  regarding  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  Each  of  the  books  represents  a  different  viewpoint  on  the  issues  surrounding 
homosexuality  and  the  church.  Together,  they  reflect  what  is  generally  labeled  as 
the  liberal,  conservative  and  moderate  perspectives.  The  Publishing  House  had 
planned  to  release  the  trio  together,  in  advance  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference,  said  Robert  Ratcliff,  editor  of  the  project.  However,  the  third  book  has 
been  delayed,  probably  until  fall,  because  of  its  complexity  and  the  need  for  addi¬ 
tional  work,  he  said. 

The  books  are: 

The  Loyal  Opposition:  Struggling  with  the  Church  on  Homosexuality,  edited 
by  the  Rev.  Tex  Sample,  a  lecturer  and  author,  and  the  Rev.  Amy  DeLong,  a 
Wisconsin  clergywoman; 

The  Bible  and  Homosexual  Practice  by  Robert  Gagnon,  assistant  professor  of 
New  Testament  at  Pittsburgh  Theological  Seminary:  Where  the  Spirit  Leads:  The 
Evolving  Views  of  United  Methodists  on  Homosexuality  by  the  Rev.  James  Rutland 
Wood,  emeritus  professor  of  sociology  at  Indiana  University  in  Bloomington.  The 
Loyal  Opposition  and  Where  the  Spirit  Leads  came  out  in  February.  They  could  be 
described  as  reflecting  the  liberal  and  moderate  views,  respectively. 


More  than  6,000  men  expected  for 
quadrennial  men's  congress 

LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Men  from  across  the  globe 
will  gather  for  their  quadrennial  con¬ 
gress  next  year  to  explore  their  role  in 
the  new  millennium.  More  than  6,000 
men  are  expected  to  attend  the  8th 
International  Congress  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  July  13-15,  2001,  on  the 
campus  of  Purdue  University  in 
Lafayette. 

The  congress,  which  is  held  every 
four  years,  began  at  Purdue  University 
in  1953. 

The  theme  of  the  three-day  event  will 


Christ’s  Men  in 
the  New  Millennium 


be  “2001:  A  UMMen  Odyssey  —  Christ’s 
Men  in  the  New  Millennium."  The  con¬ 
gress  will  combine  Bible  study,  worship 
and  more  than  50  workshops  on  a  wide 
range  of  relevant  topics.  It  also  will  fea¬ 
ture  mission-focused  opportunities 
through  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Meals  for  Millions  Hunger  Relief  Project. 

Registration  is  $175  before  Dec.  31 
and  $225  afterward.  For  more  details, 
contact  Martha  Davis  at  the 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men 
by  e-mail,  mdavis@gbod.org,  or  phone, 
(615)  340-7137. 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  is  Perkins 
Lecturer 

Archbishop  George  Leonard  Cary,  the 
Church  of  England’s  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  is  scheduled  as  the  Perkins 
Lecturer  May  11-14  at  First  UMC, 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 

The  popular  lecture  series  is  regularly 
held  in  February  or  March,  but  was 
reset  for  the  May  date  in  order  to  secure 
Archbishop  Cary  who  is  scheduled  to 
address  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Cleveland  May 
2-12.  The  annual  luncheon  with  minis¬ 
ters  is  set  for  Friday,  May  12. 


Clergy  position  available  at  Methodist  Hospital 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  New  Orleans,  seeks  a  pas¬ 
toral  care  associate  as  team  member  to 
a  well-established  and  respected 
Pastoral  Care  Program.  An  acceptable 
candidate  will  be  an  ordained  elder  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
have  a  minimum  of  four  units  of  CPE. 

Responsibilities  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to  visitation  of  patients,  fami¬ 


lies  and  staff,  providing  Continuing 
Education  opportunities,  participation 
on  hospital  and  church  committees 
and  providing  “on  call”  on  a  rotating 
basis  with  other  chaplains.  (EOE) 
Starting  date  will  be  January  1,  2001. 
Send  resume  to:  Human  Resources, 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  5620  Read  Blvd.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70127 
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Judge:  Property  stays  when  breakaway 
congregation  goes 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  —  A  Circuit 
Court  judge  in  Maryland  has  ruled  that 
$38  million  worth  of  disputed  church 
property  belongs  to  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church 
rather  than  to  a  Temple  Hill  congrega¬ 
tion  that  broke  away  from  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  The  March  22  ruling  prevents 
From  the  Heart  Ministries  led  by  the 
Rev.  John  Cherry,  who  left  the  AME 
Zion  Church  and  took  most  of  his  con¬ 
gregation  with  him  in  July,  from  keep¬ 
ing  the  property  acquired  by  his  con¬ 
gregation  while  it  was  affiliated  with 


the  denomination. 

Judge  Allen  E.  Shepherd,  of  Prince 
George’s  County  Circuit  Court,  stated 
in  his  ruling  that  “property  acquired  by 
the  local  church  must  remain  with  the 
denomination. 

”  The  decision  is  significant  for 
United  Methodists  because  it  upholds 
denominational  trust  clauses  that  pre¬ 
vent  congregations  from  taking  their 
buildings  with  them  if  they  leave  the 
denomination,  according  to  Tom 
Starnes,  a  United  Methodist  lawyer 
who  counseled  the  AME  Zion  Church. 


African  Americans  write  new  hymn  for  Duke  Chapel 


DURHAM,  N.C.  (UMNS)  —  Two  dis¬ 
tinguished  African  Americans  have  col¬ 
laborated  to  write  a  hymn  that  was  pre¬ 
miered  Sunday,  March  26,  at  the  Duke 
University  Chapel.  Commissioned  by 
the  chapel,  “The  Song  of  Reconciliation” 
was  written  by  retired  Duke  professor  C. 
Eric  Lincoln  and  organist  David  Hurd  of 
New  York  City’s  General  Theological 
Seminary.  The  hymn  is  the  third  to  be 
commissioned  by  the  Duke  Chapel,  but 
the  first  to  feature  a  new  text  and  tune. 
New  hymns  commissioned  in  1988  and 
1992  presented  new  lyrics  sung  to 
familiar  tunes. 

The  commissioning  was  made  possi¬ 


ble  by  the  Waldo  Beach  Hymnody 
Endowment,  named  after  a  professor 
emeritus  of  the  Duke  Divinity  School 
and  avid  author  and  composer  of 
hymns  who  resides  in  Durham.  To  cre¬ 
ate  the  hymn,  the  ministers  and  musi¬ 
cians  of  Duke  Chapel  sought  to  team  a 
well-known  author  with  a  well-known 
composer,  according  to  David  Arcus,  the 
chapel’s  organist. 

Interested  in  themes  stemming 
from  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.’s 
“I  have  a  dream”  speech,  the  group 
,  considered  it  important  to  have  two 
African-American  writers  collaborate 
on  the  project. 


Fire,  neighborhood  transform  Chicago  church 

PASSING  THE  TORCH  -  Hispanic 
children  in  Chicago  learn  about 
the  history  of  their  local  church 
from  an  English-speaking  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  predecessor  congrega¬ 
tion.  After  a  fire  destroyed  the 
sanctuary  at  Peace  United 
Methodist  Church  five  years 
ago,  the  church  was  rebuilt  and 
gradually  evolved  into  a  mis¬ 
sion  site  called  Centro  La  Paz 
para  Ministerios  Hispanos.The 
change  reflects  the  shift  in  the 
local  ethnic  population  from 
Polish  and  Eastern  European  to 
Mexican  immigrants. The 
English-speaking  congregation 
passed  the  torch  to  the  Hispanic 

African  American  Methodists  focus  on 
strengthening  church 

WINSTON-SALEM,  N.C.  (UMNS)  — The  United  Methodist  Church  “needs  a  dose 
of  spiritual  Viagra,”  an  Adanta  minister  proclaimed  as  he  opened  the  33rd  national 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s  black  caucus.  The  Rev.  McCallister  Hollins,  pastor  of 
9,000-member  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  gave  participants  at  the  March  22 
opening  ceremony  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR)  a  blistering  call 
for  renewal,  bodt  in  the  black  church  and  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  large. 

The  church  has  an  identity  crisis,  Hollins  said  in  his  keynote  address. 

"The  real  church  is  not  a  rest  home  for  the  saints,  but  a  hospital  for  sinners.”  Not 
only  is  the  church  languishing,  but  so  is  the  community,  he  said.  “The  church  is  crip¬ 
pled,  weak,  impotent,  ineffective  and  needs  a  dose  of  spiritual  Viagra,”  he  said. 

“...The  church  is  too  busy  on  her  own  agenda,  while  discipleship,  saving  souls  and 
prayer  have  been  placed  on  the  back  burner.”  Hollins,  who  pastors  one  of  the  largest 
African-American  churches  in  United  Methodism,  also  talked  about  "moving  from 
disgrace  to  dignity”  and  called  the  church  to  stand  against  racism. 

BMCR  also  called  for  change  in  funding  of  ethnic  ministries  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  of  Finance  and  Administration. 

The  group  unanimously  endorsed  a  resolution  supporting  advocacy  groups,  reli¬ 
gious  bodies  and  educational  associations  fighting  school  resegregation. 


WORLD  WATCH 


Sterile  surgical  gloves  needed  for  UM 
project 

Ganta  Hospital  in  Liberia  is  in  des¬ 
perate  need  of  sterile  surgical  gloves 
in  sizes  7  to  8.  For  more  information, 
contact  Joseph  Wagner  at  ocmis- 
sion@compuserve.com.  Wagner  is 
with  Operation  Classroom,  a  project 
of  several  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences. 

Second  'Missioners  of  Hope'  group 
commissioned  in  Africa 

KITWE,  Zambia  (UMNS)  —  Africa 
will  receive  the  second  wave  of 
Missioners  of  Hope  following  the 
commissioning  of  48  United 
Methodist  missionaries  assigned  to 
ministries  with  children  across  the 
continent.  The  March  24  service  was 
held  at  the  United  Church  of  Zambia, 
on  the  campus  of  the  Mindolo 
Ecumenical  Foundation.  Forty-six  of 
the  new  missionaries  come  from 
African  countries;  the  other  two  are 
from  the  United  States. 

The  missionaries  are  assigned  to 
church-related  projects  across  Africa 
that  directly  benefit  children,  includ¬ 
ing  educational  programs,  centers 
for  orphans  and  vulnerable  children, 
medical  clinics  and  rehabilitation 
programs  for  children  of  war.  The 
Missioners  of  Hope  program  was 
launched  last  year  in  response  to  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops’  “Hope  For  The  Children  of 
Africa”  appeal.  The  first  54 
Missioners  of  Hope  were  commis¬ 
sioned  in  Zambia  in  July.  With  the 
March  commissioning,  the 
Missioners  of  Hope  program  exceed¬ 
ed  its  initial  goal  of  100  missionaries. 

Burundi  bishop  optimistic  about 
Mandela  as  mediator 

STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  With 
Nelson  Mandela  serving  as  mediator, 
Burundi’s  civil  war  may  finally  end, 
according  to  the  United  Methodist 
bishop  who  has  been  exiled  from 
that  African  country  during  the  past 
six  years. 

Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa, 
speaking  at  the  April  3-6  meeting  of 

the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  he  is  opti¬ 
mistic  about  Mandela’s  chances  of 
bringing  peace  to  Burundi.  The  liber¬ 
ator  and  former  president  of  South 
Africa  was  appointed  to  the  position 
last  December. 

More  than  200,000  have  been 
killed  in  Burundi  since  civil  conflict 
erupted  between  the  Hutus  and 
Tutsis  in  1993.  When  the  country’s 
first  democratically  elected  president 
was  assassinated  in  a  coup  that  year, 
Ndoricimpa,  the  president’s  spiritual 
adviser,  was  warned  his  life  was  in 
danger.  He  moved  to  Kenya  in  1994, 
one  of  thousands  of  Burundians  who 
have  left  the  country.  Until  recently, 
he  also  had  been  denied  a  visa  for 
entry  into  the  United  States  to  attend 
United  Methodist  meetings,  but  bish¬ 
ops  and  denomination  employees 
working  together  were  finally  able  to 
obtain  one  for  him. 


Mission  board  will  use 
wind-up  radios  to 
spread  information 

STAMFORD, 

Conn.  (UMNS)  -  A 
real  “hands-on” 
approach  to  mission 
was  demonstrated  dur¬ 
ing  the  April  3-6  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  meeting 
when  each  director  was  given  a 
wind-up  radio  to  use  as  a  fund-rais¬ 
ing  tool.  For  those  living  without 
electricity  or  easy  access  to  batteries, 
such  a  radio  can  provide  an  impor¬ 
tant  source  of  information  from  the 
outside  world.  And  that  is  exactly 
how  the  board  intends  to  use  the 
radios  in  a  new  mission  project. 

By  providing  the  wind-up  radios  to 
small  communities  in  other  parts  of 
Southern  Africa,  the  mission  agency 
hopes  to  provide  facts  and  helpful 
information  about  HIV/AIDS.  Made 
by  Freeplay  Corp.,  the  radios-which 
also  can  be  solar-powered-  cost  the 
board  about  $50  each.  Directors  are 
being  asked  to  raise  funds  to  supply  a 
minimum  of  10  each.  The  board  also 
is  working  to  supply  small  portable 
radio  stations,  retailing  at  $5,000, 
which  literally  fit  in  a  suitcase.  With 
30  to  50  watts  of  power,  a  station  can 
be  operated  on  electricity,  with  a 
generator,  or  even  through  the  ciga¬ 
rette  lighter  in  a  vehicle. 


SERVICE  OPPORTUNITIES  -  Tim 
Madigan,  shelter  project  manager  for 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  in  Kosovo,  evaluates  a  burned  out 
home  in  the  village  of  Bare  in  this 
October  1999  file  photo.  A  variety  of 
work  team  opportunities  in  Kosovo  are 
being  offered  this  year  by  United 
Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission.  A 
UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 
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BY  JIM  SMILIE 

SPECIAL  TO  LOUISIANA  NOW! 

Rain  dampened  the  grounds  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth,  but  not  the  spirits  of  the 
hundreds  of  teens  and  adults  gathered 
for  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 
on  April  1. 

More  than  730  registered  to  attend 
the  one-day  event  and  Carolyn  Dove, 
conference  youth  director,  estimated 
that  more  than  700  were  actually  in 
attendance.  Attracting  youths  from 
across  the  state,  Confirmation  Day 
with  the  Bishop  is  designed  to  give 
confirmands  a  sample  of  what  being  a 
part  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  all  about. 

During  the  opening  worship  service, 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon  charged  each  per¬ 
son  to  keep  Christ  as  his  or  her  Lord  and 
savior.  He  also  led  the  confirmands  in 
the  litany,  “The  Cross:  A  Sign  and  A 
Story,”  and  gave  each  attendee  a  pocket 
cross  as  a  reminder  of  whose  we  are  and 
who  will  help  us  as  we  live  out  our  lives. 

Groups  attended  three  different  pro¬ 
grams  designed  to  underscore  the  core 


'The  Launching  Pad' helps  older 
adolescents  move  into  independence 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Children  and  Family  Services  (Ruston) 
announces  an  exciting  new  program 
called  “The  Launching  Pad." 

Located  in  a  house  on  the  campus 
in  Ruston,  the  Launching  Pad  will  be  a 
training  ground  for  older  teen  youth 
who  are  preparing  for  independent 
living.  The  house  will  be  fully  fur¬ 
nished  with  appliances,  kitchen  items, 
a  living  room  and  a  bedroom. 

Each  week,  groups  of  residents  will 
come  to  the  Launching  Pad  for  les¬ 
sons  in  cooking,  cleaning,  clothing 
maintenance,  budget  planning  and  a 
host  of  other  related  skills  needed  to 
live  successfully  as  an  independent 
adult. 

When  these  youth  leave  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  venture  out  on  their  own, 
they  will  be  able  to  select  an  item  or 
two  of  furniture  or  clothing  from  the 
available  stock  to  assist  them  in  get¬ 
ting  started  in  their  own  living  space. 

Friends  and  donors  will  be  able  to 
help  with  the  success  of  the 
Launching  Pad  in  several  ways: 

1)  Checks  can  be  sent — earmarked 
for  this  program — to  assist  with  some 
of  the  expenses. 

2)  Items  of  furniture,  appliances 
and  good  quality  new  and  used  cloth¬ 
ing  can  be  donated  for  this  effort.  If 
you  are  unable  to  deliver  your  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  Home,  call  Tawni  Jones 
(318)  254-8004  or  Marcia  Franz  (318) 
255-5020  in  the  development  office. 

3)  Volunteers  are  needed  to  teach 
life  skills,  like  cooking,  several  after¬ 
noons  a  week  at  the  Launching  Pad. 


Children's  home  staff  demonstrates 
mopping  (and  watching)  techniques  at 
the  Launching  Pad. 

Call  Tawni  Jones  (318)  254-8004  for 
more  details.  You  can  e-mail  her  at 
lifeskil@bayou.com. 

Please  send  checks  to:  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  901  South 
Vienna,  Ruston,  LA  71270. 


Confirmation  Day  2000  participants 

Volunteers  por¬ 
trayed  various  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  includ¬ 
ing  John  Wesley 
(standing  next  to  a 
"magical"  time 
machine),  Jesus, 
Peter,  Thomas  and 
Mary  Magdalene  as 
they  did  produc¬ 
tions  illustrating  the 
Last  Supper  and  the 
Beginning  of  Time. 
Photos  by  Jim  Smilie 


visit  past 


Confirmands  and  adults  gather  under  a 
tent  on  the  grounds  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  for 
the  closing  ceremonies  at  Confirmation 
Day  with  the  Bishop.  More  than  700 
attended  the  event. 

beliefs  of  Methodism.  The  three  topics 
included  the  Last  Supper,  the  Beginning 
of  Time  and  a  Time  Capsule.  Each  fea¬ 
tured  volunteers  producing  programs 
designed  to  bring  Biblical  lessons  to  life. 

The  Beginning  of  Time  session,  for 
example,  offered  a  multi-media  produc¬ 
tion  telling  the  story  of  Creation,  with 
each  of  the  seven  days  God  took  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  world  explained.  It  was  a  stark 
and  riveting  tale  that  held  the  audience 
spellbound  and  contemplative. 

During  lunch,  Rev.  Connie  Breaux- 
Diallo  shared  African-American  spiritu¬ 
als  which  are  a  part  of  the  Methodist 
heritage. 

On  the  less  formal  side,  the  Time 
Capsule  featured  a  volunteer  who 
steps  from  the  Time  Capsule  portray¬ 
ing  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  explained  that 
his  intention  was  not  to  found  a  new 
church,  but  to  revitalize  the  “old” 
church  of  his  father.  The  dedicated 
“method”used  by  the  circuit  riders  that 
traveled  from  village  to  village  spread¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  earned  the  group  the 
nickname  Methodists,  which  Wesley 
and  the  others  thought  appropriate. 

It  was  only  after  the  movement 
spread  to  the  new  colonies  in  America 
that  it  became  a  new  church,  Wesley 
explained. 

The  theme  of  Confirmation  Day  with 
the  Bishop  was  that  God  is  ready  to  be 
your  lifesaver.  To  emphasize  that  mes¬ 
sage  in  a  way  that  young  people  could 
readily  relate  to,  ushers  passed  buckets 
of  Lifesavers  candy  to  the  audience  at 
the  closing  ceremonies  while  the  band 
J- Walkin’  from  University  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles  played  a  spiritual  passage  from 
Philippians  set  to  a  contemporary  musi¬ 
cal  score  by  Collective  Soul. 


Medical  mission  travels  to  Rio  Bravo 


By  Kathy  McMillan 

On  March  2,  two  Magnolia  United 
Methodist  Church  (Baton  Rouge)  mem¬ 
bers,  Jeff  Flynn  and  Kathy  McMillan, 
traveled  to  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico  as  part  of  a 
medical  team  to  work  at  the  Oklahoma- 
Leones  Medical  Clinic. 

The  Rio  Bravo  clinic  was  built  and  is 
supported  by  United  Methodist 
Churches  nationwide.  The  rest  of  the 
medical  team  included  from  Baton 
Rouge,  Lusinda  Warren,  (staff,  St  John 
UMC)  LPN,  Linda  Joseph,  (Neely  UMC), 
pharmacy  tech,  Pat  Darling,  (Ingleside 
UMC),  nurse-practitioner  and  Darlene 
Brown,  (St.  Gerard  Catholic  Church), 
pharmacist.  Dr.  Donald  Fricke,  (UMC  in 
Lincoln,  Nebraska),  dentist  and  Robbie 
Dunham,  (UMC  in  Dequincy,  La.),  LPN. 
Lions  Club  volunteers  across  the  nation 
assisted  an  ophthalmologist  to  check 
and  fit  donated  eyeglasses. 

There  were  two  paid  native  transla¬ 
tors  and,  believe  me,  they  earned  their 
$10  a  day  working  from  8  a.m.  to 
6:30p.m.  There  was  also  a  missionary 
from  the  Oklahoma  Conference,  living 
with  a  Rio  Bravo  family,  who  helped 
interpret  as  only  Jeff  Flynn  and  Pat 
Darling  spoke  Spanish. 

Attached  to  the  clinic  is  an  upstairs 
apartment  with  a  large  living  room  and 


kitchen  downstairs.  The  registered  nurse 
lives  upstairs  and  opens  the  clinic  part- 
time  during  the  week.  She  is  paid  a  small 
salary  by  the  Oklahoma  UMC  and  has 
signed  on  for  a  year.  She  monitors  dia¬ 
betics  and  hypertension  patients.  She 
continues  their  medication  as  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  medical  teams  who  visit 
every  other  weekend. 

The  clinic  is  large  and  well  equipped 
with  a  two  chair  dental  room,  an  eye- 
exam  room,  a  pharmacy,  four  exam 
rooms  and  two  storerooms.  All  equip¬ 
ment  was  donated  or  purchased  by 
United  Methodist  churches,  doctors, 
dentist  or  individuals. 

Jeff  worked  as  an  interpreter  for  the 
pharmacist,  while  Kathy  worked  as 
assessment,  triage  and  treatment  nurse. 
Over  100  patients  were  seen  daily  and 
given  free  medications  donated  by 
United  Methodist  churches,  doctors, 
drug  companies  and  individuals. 

The  patience,  kindness  and  gratitude 
of  the  people  of  Rio  Bravo  was  over¬ 
whelming.  The  experience  was  hum¬ 
bling  and  rewarding.  While  most 
Americans  take  medical  care  for  grant¬ 
ed,  most  rural  Mexicans  haven’t  money 
or  access  to  a  clinic.  Mexico  has  no 
Medicare /Medicaid  or  social  security  so 
the  clinic  fills  a  real  void.  Volunteers  and 
donations  from  organizations  here  in 


Jeff  Flynn,  Lusinda  Warren  (middle) 
and  Kathy  McMillan  display  their  VIM 
connection  during  a  medical  mission 
to  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico. 

the  states,  give  a  large  number  of 
Mexican  citizens  medical  care  they  oth¬ 
erwise  would  not  receive. 
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The  Catacomb  Project/ 5 
Being  and  Doing/ 2 
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Mission  story  in  a  changing  world 

Louisiana  Conference 
missionary  seeks 
to  return  to  Kazakhstan 


See  KAZAKHSTAN,  Page  6 


Conference 
mourns  loss  of 
mission  secretary 


BY  BOBBIE  ARMSTRONG 
AND  DR.  LARRY  MADDIN 


Jeanine  Hirst  (bottom  row,  center)  with  the  staff  of  the  pediatric  hospital  in 
Kazakhstan  where  the  missionary  clipic  is  located.  These  are  doctors  and  nurses 
that  Jeanine  taught  either  CPR,  nursing  or  English  lessons. 

Legal  fund  for  Elian's  father  shifts  to  NCC 


BY  JORETTA  PURDUE 


BY  KELA  CHAISSON 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

Imagine  scheduling  a 
surgical  procedure  and 
then  being  sent  to 
locate  the  supplies  and 
other  necessities  used 
during  the  operation. 

That  may  not  hap¬ 
pen  in  this  country,  but  Jeanine  Hirst 
it  is  a  common  occur¬ 
rence  in  some  parts  of  the  world  where 
medical  supplies  are  hard  to  come  by. 

In  Kazaldrstan,  where  30-year-old 
Sulphur  resident  Jeanine  Hirst  has 
worked  as  a  missionary  for- the  past 
two  years,  a  young  man  whose  wife 
was  scheduled  to  undergo  a  Caesarean 
section  had  to  search  for  gloves,  nee¬ 
dles,  medications  and  other  supplies  to 
be  used  during  the  surgery.  Hirst 
returned  from  Kazakhstan,  formerly  a 
part  of  the  Soviet  Union,  in  December 
and  is  already  working  to  return  for 
another  four  years  to  provide  medical 
care  and  share  her  belief  in  God. 

Hirst  hopes  to  return  to 
Kazakhstan  later  this  year.  Since 
returning  to  Louisiana,  Hirst  has  vis¬ 
ited  area  churches  to  speak  about  the 
ministry  and  raise  money  as  well  as 
prayer  support. 


Rev.  Janie  Squyres 
Burch,  70,  died  unex¬ 
pectedly  on  April  13  fol¬ 
lowing  heart  surgery. 

Janie  and  her  husband  Rev.  Janie 
Sam,  to  whom  she  was  Squyres 

married  55  years,  have  Burch 

been  serving  as  confer¬ 
ence  mission  secretaries  on  the 
Conference  Ministry  Team  for  the  last 
four  years. 

Janie  was  a  native  of  Tullos,  La.  and  a 
resident  of  Wesdake.  At  the  age  of  64  she 


See  SECRETARY,  Page  6 


Tornado  damages  Caney  Conference  Center 


A  tornado  destroyed  one  of  the  cabins  at  the 
Caney  Confernece  Center  in  Minden. 


Tornadoes  that  struck  North 
Louisiana  on  the  evening  of 
Easter  Sunday,  April  23,  all  but 
completely  destroyed  the 
Louisiana  Conferences  Caney 
Conference  Center  (photo  left)  in 
Minden.  The  storms  also  caused 
considerable  damage  to  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport  and  Castor 
UMC  in  the  Ruston  District. 

“It  appeared  to  be  a  war 
zone,”  said  Ruston  District 
Superintendent  Jimmie  Pyles 
after  perusing  the  campsite  Monday 
morning.  Over  90  percent  of  the  trees 
at  the  entrance  were  destroyed  and 
every  one  of  the  buildings  sustained 


damage,  he  said. 

Please  see  the  next  issue  of  Louisiana 
NOW!  for  further  details  about  this  dev¬ 
astating  storm. 


WASHINGTON  NEWS  DIRECTOR 
UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

WASHINGTON  -  A  legal  fund  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  father  of  6-year-old  Elian 
Gonzalez  —  and  supported  only  by 
voluntary  contributions  —  has  been 
transferred  from  the  United  Methodist 
agency  that  created  it. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  (NCC)  assumed 
responsibility  for  administering  the 
fund  on  April  19.  The  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  had  created  the 
Humanitarian  Advocacy  Fund  about 
six  weeks  earlier. 

With  the  transfer,  the  fund  has  been 
renamed.  Contributions  are  now  going 
to  the  “NCCC,  Gonzalez  Fund”  at 
Chase  Manhattan  Bank  in  New  York. 
Money  already  received  by  the  board 

See  GONZALES,  Page  6 


GREETING  GONZALEZ  -The  Rev. Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  top  staff  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  (right),  welcomes 
Cuban  citizens  Juan  Miguel  Gonzalez 
and  his  infant  son  Hianny  to  the  United 
Methodist  Building  in  Washington.  At 
left  is  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell, 
former  top  staff  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  A  UMNS 
photo  by  Erik  Alsgaard. 
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Keeping  General 
Conference  In 
Perspective 

Y 

■  ou  will  be  reading  this  at  a  time  when 
the  General  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  in  session.  Meeting 
every  four  years,  this  delegated  body 
addresses  the  legislative  and  missional 
initiatives  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Persons  have  been  praying  for  this 
gathering.  Delegates  have 
received  hundreds  of  pages  of 
material  to  assist  them  to  pre¬ 
pare  to  make  important  deci¬ 
sions.  Each  day  of  General 
Conference  includes  worship 
and  plenary  gathering.  Much 
of  the  first  week  will  include 
committee  sessions,  and  the 
larger  majority  of  the  second 
week  will  be  plenary  legisla¬ 
tive  sessions. 

Here  are  some  suggestions 
for  keeping  General 
Conference  in  perspective: 

1)  General  Conference  is  composed 
of  an  equal  number  of  lay  and  clergy 
delegates.  These  delegates  are  elected  by 
their  conference  from  the  membership 
ranks  of  local  congregations  and  the 
conference.  In  other  words,  these  are 
people  whose  faith  journey  is  known  to 
the  larger  membership  of  United 
Methodism.  The  delegates  are  active 
participants  in  a  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation.  They  sit  with  us  in  DISCIPLE 
Bible  Study  classes,  go  on  VIM  trips,  par¬ 
ticipate  in  UMW  gatherings,  teach 
Sunday  School,  attend  retreats  and  care 
for  their  families.  These  delegates 

are”  our"  people. 

2) News  reports  regarding  the  actions 
of  General  Conference  must  be  evaluat¬ 
ed  and  viewed  with  an  eye  toward 
informed  critique.  Final  judgment 
should  be  withheld  until  careful  inquiry 
regarding  “text,”  “debate,”  and  “final 
action”  can  be  made.  News  reports, 
especially  when  the  content  is  contro¬ 
versial,  are  limited  by  their  brevity,  often 
omitting  crucial  interpretive  and 
explanatory  material. 

3)  Legislative  committees,  individu¬ 
als,  including  delegates  and  bishops,  do 
not  speak  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Such  persons  may  speak  to  the 
issues  or  to  the  church  at  large.  However, 
only  the  General  Conference,  meeting  in 
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Dan  E.  Solomon 
Bishop 


Every  delegate 
will  face  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  account¬ 
ability  to  Christ, 
even  when  such 
discipleship 
strains  one's  cul¬ 
tural  citizenship. 


a  duly  constituted  legislative  session, 
can  declare  the  polity  and  position  con¬ 
tent  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Even  when  the  General  Conference  does 
speak  it  is  clearly  understood  that  it  is 
setting  forth  the  official  position  of  the 
church  and  not  necessarily  the  position 
or  perspective  of  individual  members.  In 
fact,  United  Methodism  has 
long  evidenced  a  consider¬ 
able  diversity  of  thought  in 
any  given  congregation,  as 
well  as  in  the  General 
Conference. 

4)  The  General  Conference 
reflects  the  struggle  between 
Christ  and  culture,  gospel 
and  governance.  At  this  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  General 
Conference,  there  will  be  the 
largest  number  of  delegates 
not  located  in  North  America 
in  the  history  of  the  General 
Conference.  Just  as  is  true  for 
Louisianans  and  U.  S.  citizens,  they  and 
all  of  us,  will  bring  certain  cultural  expe¬ 
riences  and  expressions  into  the  settings 
where  Clirist's  mission  is  being  dis¬ 
cerned  for  a  world  that  includes  great 
cultural  differences.  Every  delegate  will 
face  the  challenge  of  accountability  to 
Christ,  even  when  such  discipleship 
strains  one’s  cultural  citizenship.  General 
Conference  does  its  work  one  quadren- 
nium  at  a  time.  While  much  of  its  work  is 
in  place  for  years  to  come,  other  deci¬ 
sions  are  re-visited  by  successive 
General  Conferences.  As  has  been  true 
throughout  the  history  of  the  Christian 
church,  the  formulating  of  doctrine  and 
teaching  is  a  process.  Such  a  process  has 
taken  dozens,  even  hundreds  of  years  as 
the  church  has  wrestied  with  such 
important  teachings  as  the  nature  of 
Christ  and  the  Trinity.  Spirit-led  discern¬ 
ment  is  not  a  "fast-forward”  exercise. 

This  General  Conference  will  be 
another  setting  and  another  season  for 
Christian  conferencing.  Let  us  pray 
earnestly  that  “Thy  will  be  done  on 
earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.” 


We'd  like  to  hear  from  you... 

Louisiana  NOW!  is  beginning  a  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  section  and  we’d 
really  like  to  hear  from  you.  You  pick  the  topic.  It  can  be  a  United 
Methodist  issue,  a  conference  issue  or  your  thoughts  about  our  new  con¬ 
ference  newspaper.  This  is  your  chance  to  express  yourself. 

Send  letters  to: 

Editor -Louisiana  NOW! 
fill  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Remembering  o  treasured  disciple 

It's  all  in  the  attitude 


BY  BARBARA  BAUMGARTEN 

There  are  few  things  that  I  regret  in 
life  because  what  good  does  regret  do? 
One  can’t  learn  much  from  regret,  but 
this  one  thing  does  bring  regret. 

When  asked  to  do  something  for  a 
friend  recently,  I  let  my  fears  overcome 
me.  This  friend  has  left 
for  a  better  place,  but 
she  left  a  lot  of  memo¬ 
ries  in  my  heart. 

“Say  a  few  words, 
relate  any  thoughts  you 
wish,”  said  the  pastor 
to  the  more  than  three 
hundred  of  us  gathered 
to  bury  her.  I  wanted  to 
say  something  like  the 
many  who  did.  But,  I 
just  sat  there,  silent 
when  there  was  so 
much  I  could  have 
said... 

It  was  that  “I  can  do” 
attitude  that  impressed 
me  most  about  her. 

There  was  none  of  this 
half-hearted  business.  I 
experienced  it  first 
hand  on  a  work  camp 
with  her.  We  were  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  (the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Retreat  Center  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.)  remodeling  the 
Louisiana  cottage.  There  was  a  lot  of 
sheet  rock  to  put  up.  The  men  were 
doing  the  heavy  things  and  here  was 
all  of  this  sheet  rock  and  a  bunch  of 
women. 

“Lets  get  this  cut,  up  on  the  wall 
and  puttied,”  came  the  request  from 
my  friend  given  with  that  “I  can  do” 
attitude.  I  had  never  put  up  anything 
in  my  life  except  a  good  argument. 
That  was  until  now. 

“Well,  I  can’t”,  I  said.  “I’ve  never 
done  that  before,”  which  I  thought  was 
a  pretty  good  argument. 

“So.. .let’s  do  it  now”,  came  her 


answer.  We,  of  course,  got  it  cut,  put 
on  the  wall  and  the  putty  stuff  on.  I 
helped  with  something  I  had  never 
done  before  due  to  my  friends  attitude. 

Then  there  was  Red 
Bird(Missionary  Conference)  in 
Kentucky.  This  place  held  another 
valuable  lesson  in  attitude.  There 
were  barns  to  be 
painted,  lawns  to  be 
mowed  and  porches  to 
be  built.  We  all  worked 
very  hard  and  enjoyed 
every  minute  even 
thought  my  friend 
slipped  and  fell  down 
one  of  the  66  steps 
leading  to  the  place  we 
called  home  for  the 
week.  She  injured  her 
shoulder,  but  kept 
going  all  week  with  no 
complaining:  that  atti¬ 
tude  again. 

Then  I  watched  as 
she  decided  to  become 
a  preacher,  of  all 
things.  Why  a 
preacher  at  this  point 
in  life?  Well,  it’ s  all  in 
the  attitude — the  "I 
can  do”  attitude.  And, 
yes,  she  made  it,  took  a  church  in 
Crowley  and  worked  hard  to  fulfill  her 
calling.  All  because  of  the  attitude. 

She  did  not  need  an  attitude 
adjustmen  because  she  allowed  God 
to  do  the  adjusting.  A  preacher’s 
daughter  who  became  a  school 
teacher  who  became  a  preacher  who 
is  at  Jesus’  feet  at  this  moment  (until 
she  hears  the  words:  “volunteers 
needed”). 

Janie  Burch,  my  friend  with  the 
attitude... I  finally  speak  the  words  I 
felt  that  day  when  we  gathered  to 
return  her  to  the  dust.  My  attitude  is 
changing;  “I  can  do”  this  and  have 
done  it.  And  I  know  what  she  would 
say:  “I  knew  you  could.” 


Rev.  Janie  Squyres  Burch 

Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
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On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Another  way  to  give  ... 

Churches  invited  to  bring  kits  to  Annual  Conference 

United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  have  a  history  of  responding  generously  to  per¬ 
sons  in  need.  Whether  it’s  tennis  shoes,  blue  jeans,  flood  buckets,  school  kits,  or 
other  donations  to  the  Mission  in  Motion  truck,  we  have  always  said  “yes"  to  sharing 
with  others. 

As  we  begin  the  fourth  year  of  the  Bishops’  Initiative  for  Children  and  Poverty,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  is  focusing  on  families:  “Families  in  Crises;  Families  of  Faith.” 
We  invite  you  and  your  congregation  to  participate  this  year  by  choosing  to  fill  one 
or  more  of  the  kits  listed  below  and  bringing  them  to  the  2000  Annual  Conference 
Session  in  Shreveport  June  4-7. 

The  Kitchen  Pak  is  used  primarily  within  the  U.S.  following  a  natural  disaster.  In 
floods  or  hurricanes,  people  often  lose  everything.  These  kits  provide  essential  goods 
to  help  a  family  rebuild  its  household. 

The  Health  Kits  and  Layette  Kits  are  used  in  places  where  people  do  not  have 
ready  access  to  many  essential  supplies  for  everyday  life. 

May  the  gifts  we  share  reflect  our  genuine  respect,  love  and  concern  for  members 
of  God’s  family  around  the  globe. 

Kitchen  Pak  ($120  value) 

Metal  tea  kettle 

Metal  cooking  pots  (1  qt.  and  3  qt.) 

Spatula 

Can  opener  (hand  held) 

Dish  detergent  (16  oz.  bottle) 

Paper  napkins 
Salt  &  pepper  shakers 

Dish  towels,  pot  holders,  and  sponges  (2  each) 

3  Large  serving  spoons 
Plastic  plates,  cups  and  bowls  (4  each) 

Stainless  steel  table  utensils  (4  sets) 

Pack  items  in  a  12” x  12" x  16"  carton,  which 
can  be  obtained  from  a  moving  or  storage  company. 
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For  daily  updates  about  General  Conference 
visit  http://gc2000.umc.org/  orwww.gc2000.org 

Editor's  note:  When  you  receive  this  issue,  General  Conference  will  be  in  session. 
Following  is  general  information  about  the  process.  Reprinted  from  The  Baltimore- 
Washington  Connection. 

How  UMC  General  Conference  works 


Health  Kit  ($12  value) 

1  Hand  towel 
1  Washcloth 
1  Comb 
1  Nail  file 
1  Bar  of  Soap 

1  Toothbrush  (individual  package) 
1  Tube  toothpaste 
6  Adhesive  bandages 
(ie.  Band-Aids) 

Place  the  items  in  a  towel 
and  tie  with  string  or  yarn. 


Louisiana  Conference: 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  New  Orleans,  seeks  a  pastoral 
care  associate.  Candidate  should  be  an 
ordained  elder  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  have  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  four  units  of  CPE. 

Starting  date  will  be  Jan.  1,  2001.  Send 
resume  to:  Human  Resources, 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  5620  Read  Blvd.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70127 


Layette  Kit  ($35  value) 

4  Cloth  diapers 
2  Shirts 
2  Wash  cloths 
2  Gowns 
2  Diaper  pins 

1  Sweater 

2  Receiving  blankets 

Bundle  items  inside  one  receiving 
blanket  and  secure  it  with  diaper 
pins. 


General  Board  of  Church  and  Society: 

GBCS  is  seeking  a  general  secretary. 
Involves  extensive  travel  and  public 
speaking.  Responsible  for  leading 
GBCS  in  “implementation  of  the  Social 
Principles  and  other  policy  statements 
of  the  General  Conference  on  Christian 
social  concerns.” 

Visit  the  GBCS  web  site  at  www.umc- 
gbcs.org  for  more  information  or  send 
resumes  to:  GBCS  Search  Committee, 
100  Maryland  Avenue,  NE, 

Washington,  D.C.  20002 
Deadline  for  applying:  June  15,  2000 


Meets  every  four  years 

General  Conference,  which  con¬ 
venes  every  four  years,  is  the  top  pol¬ 
icy-making  body  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Church  law  states 
that  no  person  or  organization  except 
the  General  Conference  has  authority 
to  speak  officially  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion  ( The  Book  of  Discipline  1996, 
Para.  509).  The  cost  of  the  conference 
is  more  than  $3  million. 

Site  rotates  among  jurisdictions 

The  meeting  sites  are  rotated 
among  the  church’s  five  geographic 
U.S.  jurisdictions.  The  1996  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  in  Denver,  Colo. 
(Western  Jurisdiction);  the  2000  con¬ 
ference  is  being  held  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio  (North  Central  Jurisdiction)  and 
the  2004  conference  will  be  held  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  (Northeastern 
Jurisdiction). 

Delegation  half  clergy,  half  laity 

Church  law  provides  for  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  1,000  delegates-half  clergy, 
half  laity.  It  mandates  that  each 
annual  conference  must  have  at  least 
one  delegate  from  each  order. 

Beyond  that,  a  conference’s  represen¬ 
tation  is  based  on  the  number  of  lay 
members  and  clergy  members  in  the 
conference.  Delegates  are  elected  at 
annual  conferences  the  year  before 
the  General  Conference. 

Conference  revises  Book  of 
Discipline 

The  conference  revises  The  Book  of 
Discipline  and  Social  Principles  and 
adopts  resolutions  on  various  current 
moral,  social,  public  policy  and  eco¬ 
nomic  issues.  It  also  approves  plans 
and  budgets  for  churchwide  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  next  four  years.  The 
delegates  can  propose  amendments 
to  the  church’s  Constitution,  but 
those  must  be  ratified  later  in  the 
annual  conferences.  General 
Conference  also  elects  members  of 
the  Judicial  Council,  the  church’s 
"supreme  court"  and  some  members 


of  churchwide  agencies. 

Sources  of  legislation 

Primary  sources  of  legislation  are 
petitions  and  proposals  from  church 
agencies  and  organizations.  Petition 
deadlines  vary,  depending  on  the 
source,  but  none  may  be  submitted 
less  than  150  days  prior  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  conference.  Any  organiza¬ 
tion,  ordained  minister  or  lay  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  may  petition  the 
General  Conference. 

As  in  the  U.S.  Congress,  the  bulk  of 
General  Conference  business  is  con¬ 
ducted  in  legislative  committees 
which  receive  petitions  and  propos¬ 
als;  debates  them;  and  determines 
whether  to  approve,  amend,  combine 
or  disapprove  them  for  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  the  full  body  of  General 
Conference. 

General  agencies  propose  resolu¬ 
tion  or  changes  in  legislation  affect¬ 
ing  their  respective  policies  and 
operations.  These,  along  with  peti¬ 
tions  from  annual  conferences  are 
printed  in  the  Advance  Daily 
Christian  Advocate. 

Bishops  don't  vote 

Members  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
attend  General  Conference,  but  do 
not  vote  and  cannot  speak  without 
permission  from  the  delegates.  A 
bishop  presides  at  each  plenary  ses¬ 
sion.  Each  bishop  usually  serves  dur¬ 
ing  one  morning,  afternoon  or 
evening  session.  All  bishops,  active 
and  retired,  attend  the  entire  confer¬ 
ence. 

Also  attending  the  conference  will 
be  all  members  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cers  of  all  13  general  agencies  and 
people  serving  administrative  and 
staff  functions  at  the  General 
Conference. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


MAY 

1-12  General  Conference  Cleveland,  Ohio 

4-7  Volunteers  in  Mission  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

7  Special  Offering  for  Native  American  Awareness 

7  Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 

14  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  (Ruston)  Offering 


TOP  ISSUES  FACING  DELEGATES 

Most  frequently  cited  issues  facing  the  2000  General  Conference 
(Based  on  responses  received  from  341  U.S.  clergy  delegates,  307  lay  delegates) 


ALL: 

CPT  /  Restructuring 
Homosexuality 
Church  finances 
Evangelism/Missions 
Diversity/Inclusivity 


CLERGY: 

CPT/Restructuring 
Homosexuality 
Church  finances 
Evangelism/Missions 
Diversity/Inclusivity 


LAY: 

CPT  /  Restructuring 
Homosexuality 
Church  finances 
Evangelism/Missions 
Diversity  /  Inclusivity 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 
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Ministry  touches  feet  and  souls 


Gail  Pickering 
(left)  and  Kay 
Perrit  minis¬ 
ter  to  class 
members  dur¬ 
ing  a  foot 
washing  serv¬ 
ice  at  the 
Richland 
Parish 
Detention 
Center.  More 
teachers  and 
supplies  are 
needed 
urgently. 


Wonderful  things  have  been  happen¬ 
ing  in  Richland  Parish  Detention  Center. 

So  many  women  are  responding  to  a 
weekly  Bible  study  class  that  the  teach¬ 
ers  are  overwhelmed.  Rev.  Marcelle  Crow 
and  Gail  Pickering,  from  Lea  Joyner 
United  Methodist  Church,  have  been 
leading  the  study  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 
The  class  is  open  to  all  who  want  to 
come  to  the  study. 

Crow  recently  told  of  a  special  wor¬ 
ship  service  at  the  Richland  center. 

“We  were  not  prepared  for  what  God 
had  planned  for  us  that  day, ’’she  said. 
"That  particular  Tuesday,  we  were  joined 
by  Kay  Perrit,  Wanda  Copeland  and 
Nancy  Wallace.  Before  we  got  out  of  my 
car,  we  prayed.  We  thanked  God  for 
allowing  us  to  serve  Him  and  that  we 
would  be  Christ  to  others.” 

Pickering  taught  the  lesson  on  John 
13:1-17,  where  Jesus  washes  the  disci¬ 
ples’  feet.  The  teaching  team  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  conclude  the  lesson  by  wash¬ 
ing  the  women’s  feet.  They  brought 
plastic  wash  tubs,  pitchers  and  towels 
to  the  class.  Crow  shared  that  the 
women  were  laughing  and  excited 
when  they  realized  that  the  teachers 
planned  to  wash  their  feet. 

“As  we  started  washing  their  feet, 
excitement  soon  turned  to  tears,”  said 
Crow.  “God  allowed  us  to  be  His  ser¬ 
vants,  but  they  allowed  Christ  to  wash 
them  clean.” 

She  recounted  the  words  of  one  of  the 
women  who  asked,  “Why  would  He 
want  to  wash  me?  1  have  done  nothing 
for  Him.  I  don’t  pray  everyday.  I  don’t 
even  read  His  Bible.  Why  would  He  love 
me?  I  don’t  do  anything  for  Him.” 

Crow  explained  God’s  love  for  her  and 
that  Jesus  is  the  Good  News  because  He 


has  already  done  the  cleansing. 

“That  Tuesday  afternoon,  we  had  the 
chance  to  be  in  the  presence  of  God,  His 
Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,”  said  Crow.  “We 
participated  with  women  who  opened 
the  gift  that  brings  new  life.” 

In  order  for  the  Bible  study  ministry  to 
continue  at  the  detention  center,  the 
leaders  need  help.  The  response  is  so 
great,  more  helpers  are  necessary.  The 
center  has  about  300  women  and  the 
same  amount  of  men.  There  is  currently 
no  Bible  study  for  the  men. 

“We  need  women  who  will  go  with  us 
on  Tuesday  afternoons.  We  need  hearts 
that  will  love  women  who  have  been 
thrown  away  by  society  and  their  fami¬ 
lies.  We  need  hands  that  will  hold  the 


hands  of  the  lonely.  We  need  people  who 
have  souls  that  know  what  it  means  to  be 
forgiven,”  said  Crow.  “We  need  people 
who  are  willing  to  be  Christ  to  others.” 

A  transitional  ministry  for  women 
coming  out  of  detention  is  Crow’s 
vision  for  the  Monroe  District.  She  sees 
such  a  great  need  for  Christians  to  help 
prepare  these  women  for  productive 
lives  and  to  keep  them  from  returning 
to  prison. 

Crow  listed  some  of  the  current 
needs  of  this  ministry:  Bibles  (special 
version  requested),  paper,  pens  and 
cookies.  For  more  information,,  call 
Crow  at  (318)  343-0073  or  (318)  665- 
9949.  She  is  associate  pastor  of  Lea 
Joyner  UMC  in  Monroe. 
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Asbury  collects 
stamps  for  children 

As  United  Methodists  celebrate  The 
Festival  of  God’s  Creation,  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  ofWest  Monroe  has 
been  involved  in  a  collection  Center  for 
the  Stamps  for  Children  organization. 

One  of  the  church  members  read 
about  the  program  in  “Hints  from 
Heloise”  and  presented  the  idea  to  the 
Asbury  congregation.  The  church  has 
been  encouraging  the  involvement  of 
members  ever  since. 

Stamps  for  Children  is  a  nation  wide 
not  for  profit  organization  that  requests 
donations  of  both  foreign  and  domestic 
used  stamps.  The  organization  then  dis¬ 
tributes  them  to  schools  or  scout  groups. 

Harold  Effner,  the  founder  of  Stamps 
for  Children,  has  collected  over  six  mil¬ 
lion  stamps  since  1986.  When  the  article 
first  appeared  in  “Hints  from  Heloise,” 
over  2.5  million  stamps  were  received. 

Rev.  Emile  Rousseau,  pastor  of 
Asbury,  said,  “The  church  has  collected 
three  gallons  or  about  five  pounds  of 
stamps.” 

He  reports  that  Asbury’s  stamps  are 
collected  in  a  can  that  sits  on  a  Mission’s 
Table  in  the  church  foyer. 

The  stamps  should  not  be  removed 
from  envelopes  as  this  damages  them. 
Cut  the  envelope  leaving  a  margin  of  the 
envelope  around  the  stamp.  Damaged 
stamps  cannot  be  used.  Stamps  attached 
to  red  or  green  envelopes  cannot  be 
used  because  the  dye  discolors  the 
stamps.  If  the  stamp  is  attached  to  a 
postcard,  send  the  entire  postcard. 

For  more  information  contact,  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  at  2100  New 
Natchitoches  Road,  West  Monroe,  LA 
71292;  or  Stamps  for  Children,  27  Pine 
Street,  Lincroft,  NJ  07738-1827;  email: 
haroldeffh@aol.com. 


Churches  form 
'Unity  in  the 
Community' 

Christian  love  and  fellowship  is  the 
goal  of  “Unity  in  the  Community,”  a 
series  of  services  planned  by  five 
churches  in  the  Monroe  District. 

The  Unity  Fellowship  Service  will  be 
held  every  two  months.  Each  service  will 
take  place  in  a  different  location. 
Bringing  the  five  congregations  together 
will  enable  them  to  interact  and  become 
familiar  with  each  of  the  five  churches 
facilities. 

The  first  service  was  held  on  Feb.  18 
at  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Mt.  Olive  Youth  Choir  of  Bastrop 
provided  special  music.  In  April,  the 
service  was  held  at  Mt.  Olive  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bastrop.  Rev.  Mary 
Anne  Collie  was  the  guest  speaker. 

The  Unity  Fellowship  Services  were 
formed  by  Rev.  Collie,  pastor  of  St.  James 
UMC;  Rev.  Johnny  Riley,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Mt. 
Olive  UMC  in  Bastrop;  Rev.  Anice 
Moses,  pastor  ofWashington  Chapel, 

Mt.  Sinai,  Lawson  Chapel  and  Mt.  Nebo 
UMC;  Rev.  Jackie  Holmes,  pastor  of  St. 
Paul  and  Hope  UMC;  and  Rev.  Alex  Earl, 
Jr.  of  Monroe. 


Schoeffler  urges  laity  to  get  off  the  pews! 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

DISTRICT  COMMUNICATIONS  ADVISOR 

Stormy  weather  and  dire  predictions 
of  severe  thunderstorms  trimmed  the 
crowd,  but  did  not  dampen  the  spirit  of 
fellowship  of  Monroe  District  United 
Methodists  attending  the  annual  Laity 
Banquet  hosted  by  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church  March  10. 

The  songs  of  McGuire’s  Men’s  Quar- 
Quintet,  led  by  West  Monroe  Mayor  Dave 
Norris,  filled  the  building  as  they  sang 
old  favorites  such  as  “Standing  in  the 
Need  of  Prayer,”  “The  Lighthouse”  and 
“My  Anchor  Holds.” 

“Get  off  the  pews  and  go  do  it!”  was 
guest  speaker  Sarah  Schoeffler’s  message 
to  the  assembly.  Outreach  Ministries 
leader  for  the  Acadiana  District, 
Schoeffler  became  involved  in  disaster 
relief  in  1992  after  Hurricane  Andrew 
devastated  south  Louisiana.  She  had  a 
telephone  conversation  with  then 
Louisiana  Area  Bishop  William  Oden 
who  told  her,  “It’s  time  for  you  to  walk 
your  talk.” 

Not  knowing  anything  about  mission, 
Schoeffler  answered  the  call.  She  helped 
revitalize  Sager-Brown,  a  United 
Methodist  Women’s  facility  at  Baldwin. 
Schoeffler  and  the  other  volunteers  soon 
realized  that  the  area  needed  an  ongoing 


program  to  help  meet  the  basic  needs  of 
people  in  the  community.  Much  work 
was  done  to  help  repair  the  devastated 
area  and  Schoeffler  became  acquainted 
with  Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM). 

She  told  of  “4,000  volunteers  from  12 
to  80  years  of  age”  who  came  to  help. 
These  people  were  from  all  over  the 
United  States,  Schoeffler  said,  but  she 
became  concerned  when  she  found  “no 
volunteers  from  Louisiana!” 

“Now  we  have  Larry  Norman  who  is 
working  with  VIM  on  the  conference 
level,”  said  Schoeffler,  listing  different 
opportunities  for  Louisianians  to 
become  involved  in  mission.  Her  list 
included  “Takin’  It  to  the  Streets,”  Habitat 
for  Humanity,  mission  trips  and  Mission 
in  Motion.  During  a  VIM  project  in 
Bolivia,  Schoeffler  said  she  was  part  of  a 
construction  team  though  she  knew 
nothing  about  construction.  Her  job  was 
to  straighten  nails.  She  explained  that 
everything  was  reused  in  Bolivia  because 
supplies  are  so  scarce. 

“Get  off  the  pews  and  go  do  it!”  she 
urged,  asserting  that  the  UMCOR  Depot 
in  Baldwin  needs  everyone  who  can 
come.  The  program  grew  beyond  the 
local  community  and  now  ministers, 
through  UMCOR,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  to  countries  all 
over  the  world.  She  encouraged  Monroe 


District  United  Methodists  to  take  the 
opportunity  to  minister  to  people  in 
need  throughout  the  world. 

The  UMCOR  depot  receives  supplies 
from  other  UMC  conferences,  including 
the  thousands  of  pairs  of  jeans,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  flood  buckets,  school  supplies, 
food  boxes  and  tennis  shoes  collected  by 
Louisiana  United  Methodists.  Louisiana 
is  blessed  to  be  the  site  of  this  worldwide 
ministry  center  which  assists  people  in 
need  worldwide,  she  said. 


Monroe  District 
909  North  18th  Street,  Suite  206 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
(318) 387-7364 

E-mail:  Monroedistrict@cs.com 


Rev.  Marie  Williams 
District  Superintendent 
Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 
Jana  Smith 
District  Missioner 


Picture  your  church  news  here! 
Send  stories  and  photos  to: 
Lyn  Sheehan 
P.O.  Box  168 
Columbia,  LA  71418 
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Around  the  District... 

HENNING  MEMORIAL  UMC  is  seek¬ 
ing  members  of  all  ages  for  its  Drama 
Ministry.  This  is  just  another  way  to 
deliver  God’s  message.  Their  first  skit, 
called  "These  Parts,”  celebrated  Easter. 
FIRST  DERIDDER  UMC  collected  at  least 
300  new  stuffed  bears  for  a  local  outreach 
project  to  nursing  home  residents. 

Giving  teddy  bears  was  their  way  of  shar¬ 
ing  the  life-giving  love  of  Jesus  with  the 
residents  of  Westwood  Manor, 

Beauregard  and  Pinehaven  care  facilities. 
The  bears  were  delivered  Palm  Sunday 
weekend.  The  Christian  Ministry 
Resources  and  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
at  FIRST  UMC  LAKE  CHARLES  will  pro¬ 
vide  materials  to  implement  a  compre¬ 
hensive  strategy  for  child  abuse  preven¬ 
tion.  A  church  is  an  organization  that 
operates  in  an  atmosphere  of  complete 
trust;  a  church  can  be  particularly  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  incidents  of  abuse.  There  will 
be  two  training  workshops  in  early  May. 
All  persons  working  with  youth  ,  Sunday 
School  teachers,  nursery  workers,  Jr.  and 
Sr.  High  youth  counselors,  volunteers, 
etc.  should  attend  one  of  those  work¬ 
shops.  JENNINGS  UMC  is  sacrificing 
some  of  its  wordily  items  to  help  persons 
in  mission  in  the  Yukon  area  of  Alaska, 
working  with  the  Athabaskan  Indians, 
and  in  Malawi,  Central  Africa.  OAK  PARK 
UMC  is  now  preparing  for  Friendship 
Sunday  with  a  “Bring  an  old  friend,  a  new 
friend  or  whomever  God  puts  in  your 
path”  program.  The  Junior  High  and 
Senior  High  Youth  of  MOSS  BLUFF  UMC 
are  going  to  participate  in  mission  proj¬ 
ects  this  summer,  in  Dulac,  La.  and  at 
Camp  Aldersgate  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  they 
are  planning  fundraisers  for  these  trips. 
UNIVERSITY  UMC  is  seeking  members 
to  establish  a  prayer  relationship 
between  University  and  its  sister  church, 
The  Good  News  Church,  in  Moscow.  The 
only  requirement  for  being  a  prayer  part¬ 
ner  is  that  you  be  willing  to  pray  for  your 
partner. 


This  picture  was  provided  by  David 
and  Mary  Beth  Conner,  of  University 
UMC,  from  the  recent  visit  of  Rev.  Nina 
Smirnova  (left),  pastor  of  their  sister 
church,  The  Good  News  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  Moscow.  Pictured 
with  her  is  Mickey  Shannon. 

University  UMC  pledged  to  support 
their  sister  church  with  $6,000  annually 
for  five  years.  This  supportive  relation¬ 
ship  began  in  1999.  Seven  of  them 
members  of  University  UMC  went  to  the 
Russian  Initiative  Conference  in  Adanta 
and  brought  Rev.  Smirnova  back  to  Lake 
Charles. 

Rev.  Smirnova,  an  accomplished 
singer,  presented  a  concert  of  classical 
and  Russian  folk  music.  A  reception  was 
held  after  the  concert.  She  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  both  morning  services. 


A  world  of  difference  in  Honduras 


Jesus  le  dijo,  "Soy  la  luz  del  mundo. . . " 

Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  light  of  the  world!” 

A  conference-wide  Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM)  team  with 
most  members  assembled  from  Henning  Memorial  UMC;  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles;  First  UMC,  Shreveport;  First  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  and  a  few  friends  from  other  denominations,  traveled 
to  Honduras  in  February.  They  were  the  Honduran  Medical 
and  Dental  Mission  Team  which  included  four  doctors  (Ben 
Darby,  David  Davis,  George  Hutchinson  and  Chuck  Rice),  five 
nurses  (Beverly  Anghem,  Pat  Davis,  Denys  Duethman,  Judy 
Graham  and  Dean  Saywer),  one  dentist  (Gary  Blanchette),  one 
opthamologist  (Melba  Maleta),  two  pharmacists  (Leroy  Slack 
and  Shirley  Hoffpauir)  and  13  support  personnel  (Donna  and 
John  Bergstedt,  Dena  Darby,  John  Graham,  Buddy  and  Marla 
Frenzel,  Billy  Hoffpauir,  Cecilia  Hutchinson,  Myriam 
Hutchinson,  Tracy  MacKenzie,  Maurice  Muescheke,  Lonnie 
Miller,  Carolyn  Slack).  What  a  great  team  it  was! 

This  mission  was  a  little  different  from  any  undertaken 
before  by  this  experienced  team.  Thiis  time  they  went  to  a  fairly 
well-developed  "town”  called  Yamaranguila.  The  clinic  was 
hosted  in  the  local  kindergarten  which  had  electricity! 

The  doctors  were  able  to  see  about  1,750  people.  The  den¬ 
tist  saw  about  300  and  pulled  over  600  teeth  and  the  opthamol¬ 
ogist  saw  over  300  and  dispensed  many  pairs  of  glasses.  The 
pharmacy  dispensed  thousands  of  medications  and  left  a  lot 
there  with  the  local  doctor  for  future  use.  New  this  year,  also, 
was  a  children’s  ministry  team  (Donna  Bergstedt  and  Cecilia 
Hutchinson)  which  led  daily  activities  for  children  in  and  out  of 
the  clinic.  The  team  visited  the  local  day  care  center  and  a 
local  orphanage.  They  worked  with  CCD  (Christian 
Commission  for  Development)  which  does  wonderful  and 
extensive  work  there  in  both  healthcare  and  agricultural  devel¬ 
opment. 

CCD  is  in  partnership  with  UMCOR  to  bring  the  most  help 
possible  to  hurricane  ravaged  Honduras  and  Nicaragua. 


The  Honduran  Medical  and  Dental  Mission  Team  from  Louisiana 
treated  hundreds  of  patients  during  a  recent  medical  mission. 

Photo  by  Garth  Frenzel 


Although  there  were  some  differences  on  this  medical  mis¬ 
sion,  a  couple  of  things  remained  the  same.  First,  the  need  for 
the  team’s  presence  was  great.  Secondly,  the  team’s  presence 
was  much  appreciated.  Thirdly,  it  was  a  great  team.  Fourtfily, 
there  was  great  support  back  home  (from  garage  sales  and  per¬ 
sonal  donations  to  pill  packing  and  praying).  And,  lastly,  God 
was,  oh  so  good!  Thank  you  all  for  the  love,  the  prayers  and  the 
support  which  you  have  given  this  mission  effort. 

Dios  le  bendiga!  God  bless  you! 


The  Catacomb  Project 


challenges  youth 

BY  TERESA  WRIGHT  &  LYNN  MORGAN 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  YOUTH  COORDINATORS 

Lake  Charles  District  youth  recently 
participated  in  THE  CATACOMB  PRO¬ 
JECT  retreat  experience  at  the 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc. 
With  the  help  of  many  adults  and  won¬ 
derful  district  youth  leaders,  it  was  a 
huge  success.  Sixteen  adults  and  87 
youth  participated,  representing  10 
district  churches.  Two  youth  from  the 
Alexandria  District  also  attended. 

This  retreat  dealt  with  issues  such  as 
persecution,  faith  and  hope.  The  sessions 
and  break-out  times  included  activities 
such  as: 

•  playing  the  game,  “Romans  and 
Christians”. 

Discussions  included: 

•  Persecution  of  Christians  long  ago  and 
reality  of  persecution  in  the  world 
today. 

•  When  it’s  hard  to  be  a  Christian. 

•  Reconstructing  the  Christian  faith. 

•  Where  is  God? 

•  Recognizing  the  needs  of  the  persecuted. 

•  What  can  we  do? 

•  Exploring  ways  to  help  those  who  are 
persecuted. 

•  Deciding  ways  to  live  in  hope. 

We  closed  our  time  together  with  wor¬ 
ship  celebrating  God’s  presence,  care  and 
ultimate  victory  over  evil.  This  worship 
also  served  to  remind  us  of  those  who 
suffer. 

Thank  you  to  Rev.  Mark  Theriot 
(Hopewell-Pine  Grove),  Teresa  Wright 
(FUMC,  Crowley),  Diane  Howe 


Participants  in  the 
Catacomb  Project 
practiced  in  exercis¬ 
es  that  required 
group  cooperation 
and  planning.  At 
left  is  an  exercise  of 
the  group  crossing 
one  of  the  group 
over  the "red  fence" 
without  touching 
the  fence. 

(University  UMC),  Jahn  Saucier 
(Maplewood  UMC)  and  Doug  Youg  (St. 
Luke-Simpson  UMC).  Each  of  these  led 
one  of  die  five  sessions.  Micah  Foreman 
(president  of  DCYM)  led  our  closing  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Thanks  to  the  dedication  of 


all  those  involved  in  leadership  and  the 
cooperative  spirit  of  the  youth,  we  had  a 
marvelous  retreat.  To  deepen  our  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Christ  is  always  one  of  the 
goals  of  a  retreat,  and  we  believe  that  was 
accomplished. 


A  garden  path  to  spiritual  gifts  and  mentoring 


BY  MICKEY  SHANNON 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  held  a  women’s  retreat  in 
March.  “A  Garden  Path  to  Spiritual 
Gifts  and  MENTORING,”  was  attended 
by  80  women,  representing  eleven  dif¬ 
ferent  Lake  Charles  District  churches 
and  three  denominations.  The  retreat 
was  led  by  Lynet  Mangum,  director  of 
Women’s  Ministries  at  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Houston, 
and  Rev.  Tracy  McKenzie,  director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  McNeese 
State  University,  and  associate  minister 
of  Henning  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur. 

The  day  was  designed  to  give 


women  an  opportunity  to  focus  on  the 
women  in  their  lives  who  had  men¬ 
tored  them  in  their  faith  as  Christians. 

It  began  with  remembering  the  seeds 
that  had  been  sown  in  the  garden  of 
our  lives  by  those  who  had  gone  before 
us.  Names  of  significant  women  were 
spoken  as  flowers  were  made  to  honor 
their  memory  and  placed  in  a  garden 
window  box.  Time  was  spent  taking 
inventory  of  our  spiritual  gifts  and 
studying  ways  that  our  gifts  can  be 
used.  Each  attendee  was  challenged  to 
choose  young  women  whom  we  can 
be  mentors  today.  Ways  to  mentor  were 
discussed  over  lunch.  Singing  and 
learning  new  songs  of  faith  were  led  by 
Cassie  Smith  of  University. 
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will  be  transferred  to  the  account. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
staff  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
board,  said  that  the  change  came  about 
in  response  to  concerns  expressed  by 
the  denomination’s  finance  agency.  He 
said  the  finance  agency  had  indicated 
that  the  board  is  not  allowed  to  raise 
money  without  pursuing  certain  steps 
outlined  in  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
which  contains  rules  of  the  church. 

“This  is  not  an  appeal  to  the  (United 
Methodist)  church.  This  is  not  an 
appeal  we’ve  made  to  anybody.  It’s  a 
passive  fund”  for  voluntary  contribu¬ 
tions,  Fassett  said. 

For  this  reason,  he  does  not  believe 
the  rule  in  question  pertained  to  the 
legal  fund.  He  said  he  believes  it 
applies  only  to  money  raised  from 
within  the  church,  which  is  not  the 
case  with  this  fund.  The  executive  com¬ 
mittee  felt  it  could  simply  accept  funds 
from  those  who  wished  to  help  bring 
about  the  reunion  of  father  and  child, 
he  added. 

Fassett  said  that  the  board  has  hon¬ 
ored  the  opinion  of  the  finance  agency 
and  has  arranged  with  the  NCC  to 
receive  the  money  through  a  lockbox 
arrangement  at  the  bank.  He  and  the 
board  still  believe  in  the  justice  of  pro¬ 
viding  Elian’s  father  with  U.S.  legal  rep¬ 
resentation,  and  they  still  encourage 
voluntary  contributions,  he  said. 

“We’re  still  the  primary  agents  in  the 
process  that  has  taken  place  to  break 
the  impasse  in  this  international  inci¬ 
dent.”  They  did  this,  he  said,  by  starting 
the  chain  of  events  that  brought  Juan 
Miguel  to  the  United  States  to  receive 
his  child. 

Elian  has  been  in  the  United  States 
since  last  November,  when  he  was  res¬ 
cued  from  a  capsized  boat  off  the  coast 
of  Florida.  His  mother  and  several  oth¬ 
ers  drowned  in  the  accident,  which 
occurred  as  they  were  fleeing  Cuba. 

Shortly  after  the  rescue,  the  Cuban 
Council  of  Churches  contacted  the 
NCC  to  help  reunite  the  child  with  his 
father,  who  remained  in  Cuba.  The 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  also  con¬ 
tacted  its  counterpart  in  the  United 


went  to  seminary  and  was  licensed  as  a 
part-time  local  pastor  at  Annual 
Conference  in  June,  1999.  She  was  serv¬ 
ing  as  pastor  ofWesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Crowley.  A  small  neighbor¬ 
hood  church,  Wesley  was  on  the  verge  of 
closing  its  doors.  Janie  and  Sam  convert¬ 
ed  a  few  old  Sunday  School  rooms 
upstairs  in  the  church’s  education  build¬ 
ing,  which  was  about  to  be  tom  down, 
into  a  three-room  “parsonage,”  where 
they  lived  for  part  of  the  week.  Under  her 
strong,  loving  direction  Wesley  UMC 
found  new  life. 

Rev.  Burch  was  a  graduate  of  McNeese 
State  University  and  a  retired  special 
education  teacher,  having  taught  recent¬ 
ly  at  Redbird  Missionary  Conference  in 
Kentucky. 

Her  late  father,  Rev.  Rex  Squyres,  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  a  number  of  years;  in 


States.  In  February,  Fassett  and  the  Rev. 
Joan  Brown  Campbell,  former  head  of 
the  NCC  staff,  accompanied  by  lawyer 
Gregory  Craig,  went  to  Cuba  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  Elian’s  father  was  free  to 
accept  an  offer  of  legal  help  without 
interference  from  the  Cuban  govern¬ 
ment. 

Elian  had  been  staying  with  relatives 
in  Miami  since  his  rescue.  After  the 
father  came  to  the  United  States,  U.S. 
Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  tried 
unsuccessfully  to  negotiate  the  hand¬ 
over  of  the  boy  from  the  relatives. 
Finally,  on  the  morning  of  April  22,  fed¬ 
eral  agents  forcibly  entered  the  home 
of  the  relatives  and  removed  Elian, 
reuniting  him  with  his  father. 

Father  and  son  remain  in  the  United 
States,  however,  pending  the  resolution 
of  legal  issues. 

“The  raising  of  the  funds  was  a  way 
of  enabling  Juan  Miguel’s  engagement 
of  a  lawyer  so  that  he  could  have  equal 
representation  under  the  law,  which  is 
the  hallmark  of  our  democracy,”  Fassett 
asserted.  “When  it  works,  our  democra¬ 
cy  allows  equal  treatment  under  the 
law,  and  Juan  Miguel  was  not  receiving 
equal  treatment  under  the  law.” 

Fassett  said  a  little  more  than 
$50,000  has  gone  into  the  fund  to  pay 
Juan  Miguel’s  legal  expenses  in  the 
United  States.  The  goal  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  has  been  to  raise  $50,000  to 
$100,000  for  this  purpose,  and  that 
range  continues  to  be  the  board’s  goal, 
he  said. 

The  Gonzalez  case  is  important  as  a 
moral,  ethical  and  humanitarian  case, 
Fassett  said.  For  Christians,  it  is  clearly 
a  Christian  case,  he  added.  “We  are  not 
interested  in  the  politics  of  the  case.  We 
understand  how  explosive  the  politics 
of  the  case  are,  but  that’s  not  some¬ 
thing  we  can  be  preoccupied  about.” 

He  said  he  wanted  to  end  the  wild 
allegations  that  President  Clinton  is 
somehow  involved  with  the  fund,  or  that 
Craig  is  being  paid  by  Cuban  President 
Fidel  Castro  through  a  fund  that  the 
board  has  established.  Those  allegations 
are  not  true  he  said,  but  "I  suppose  the 
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fact,  Squyres  UMC  in  Longville  was 
named  in  his  honor. 

Rev.  Burch  was  buried  in  the  Clear 
Creek  Cemetery,  next  to  the  old  Clear 
Creek  UMC,  where  her  parents  are 
buried.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Sam,  and  four  daughters:  Shirley  Holen, 
Marilyn  Guillory,  Sandra  Anderson  and 
Sammie  King,  who  is  the  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference’s  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc;  two  brothers, 
five  sisters,  14  grandchildren  and  13  great 
grandchildren. 

To  those  who  knew  her,  Janie  was  a 
wonderful,  faithful  colleague  in  ministry, 
said  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Larry  Maddin. 

Sam  will  carry  on  now,  confining  the 
passion  for  mission  they  both  shared 
which  touched  and  changed  all  encoun¬ 
tered  on  their  path.  (Please  see  related 
article,  page  2.) 


"One  of  the  main  things  I  try  to  do  is 
raise  prayer  support.  As  this  support  is 
raised,  I  believe  God  provides.  He 
always  has.  I  invite  people  to  pray  for 
the  ministry  because  if  we  don’t  have 
God’s  help,  it  won’t  survive,”  Hirst  said. 

Prior  to  Kazakhstan  becoming  an 
independent  country  in  1991,  medical 
care  was  provided  by  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment.  Today,  private  clinics  are  becom¬ 
ing  more  and  more  prevalent. 

Hospitals  in  Kazakhstan  are  used 
mainly  for  emergencies.  The  medical 
clinic  founded  by  the  Mission  Society 
intends  to  become  a  general  clinic  and 
currently  offers  pediatric,  neurological, 
dental  and  gynecological  services.  The 
clinic  began  offering  CAT  scans  in  the 
fall  of  1998  and,  though  Kazakhstan  is 
three  times  the  size  of  Texas,  Hirst  said 
she  knows  of  only  four  medical  facili¬ 
ties  with  the  capabilities  to  perform 
CAT  scans.  They  also  operate  a  mobile 
clinic  that  provides  EKGs,  x-rays  and 
routine  medical  services  to  residents 
living  in  villages  with  little  or  no  access 
to  medical  care.  When  the  mobile  clinic 
visited  two  villages  for  one  week  each 
prior  to  Hirst’s  return  to  the  United 
States,  over  100  EKGs  and  80  x-rays 
were  performed  in  a  three-day  period. 

The  EKG  and  CAT  scan  machines 
were  both  part  of  humanitarian  aid 
shipments  that  provide  a  large 
amount  of  the  missionaries’  medical 
supplies.  The  mobile  clinic,  operated 
out  of  a  Peterbilt  18-wheeler,  also 
arrived  through  a  humanitarian  aid 
shipment  and  does  just  as  good  a  job, 
if  not  better,  of  drawing  a  crowd 
when  visiting  villages,  as  the  medical 
services  themselves. 

“When  men  see  the  truck,  they’re 
immediately  like,  ‘Wow!  Where  did  you 
get  that?”’  Hirst  said.  “In  one  village,  we 
had  more  people  ask  to  sit  in  the  front 
of  the  truck  than  took  advantage  of  the 
medical  services.” 

In  a  country  where  many  adults 
earn  $100  to  $200  a  month,  Hirst’s 
missionary  duties  extend  far  beyond 
the  medical  clinic.  Six  years  ago  the 
Church  of  the  Living  Vine  was  started 
in  Karaganda,  a  city  of  about  500,000. 
The  initial  church  now  has  over  200 
members  and  a  second  church  has 
started  in  the  city  with  about  15 
members. 

“Most  members  have  not  been 
Christians  for  more  than  six  years 
because  they  weren’t  allowed  to  believe 
in  the  former  regime.  It’s  neat  to  see 


them  question  things.  They  don’t  do 
things  just  because  it’s  the  American 
way  or  it’s  the  way  things  have  always 
been  done.  They  want  to  know  how 
Christ  did  things.  It’s  challenging  some¬ 
times,”  Hirst  explained. 

Kazakhstan  resembles  America  in 
that  it  is  a  melting  pot  of  sorts,  inhabit¬ 
ed  by  Germans,  Russians,  Koreans, 
Mongolians  and  Ukrainians. 
Kazakhstans  are  Muslim  by  tradition, 
while  Russians  are  Orthodox. 

“They  assume  white  people  are 
Christians  and  Kazaks  or  Asians  are 
Muslim.  That’s  a  barrier  we’re  trying  to 
break  because  it’s  based  on  race.  They 
don’t  realize  Jesus  is  for  everyone,” 

Hirst  said. 

Still,  Hirst  and  her  fellow  missionar¬ 
ies  use  discernment  when  discussing 
their  belief  in  Jesus  Christ. 

“Like  in  any  big  city,  you  have  to  be 
careful.  We  try  not  to  speak  English  or 
dress  differently.  Many  people  are  fas¬ 
cinated  that  Americans  choose  to  come 
to  their  country,”  Hirst  said.  “They 
watch  the  soap  opera  “Santa  Barbara”  a 
lot  so  they  think  all  Americans  look  like 
that  or  we’re  out  to  get  their  money 
until  we  show  them  that  we  are  funded 
by  the  church.” 

Hirst  also  works  with  a  seminary, 
provides  education  on  social  issues 
such  as  alcoholism  and  self-esteem  to 
local  nurses  and  teaches  English  class¬ 
es  in  Kazakhstan  as  part  of  her  mis¬ 
sionary  work.  Following  her  next  four- 
year  stint  in  Kazakhstan,  Hirst  does  not 
know  how  long  her  work  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  will  continue. 

“Sometimes  I  think  I  could  do  it 
forever,  but  it’s  hard.  The  people  are 
poor.  They  have  a  hard  time  getting 
food  to  eat.  We  try  to  help  the  ones 
that  really  need  it,  but  everyone 
needs  help,”  Hirst  said.  “There’s  a  joy 
inside  that  can’t  be  explained  to  a 
non-believer  from  knowing  that  I’m 
where  God  wants  me  to  be. 

"Sometimes  I’ll  tell  people  in 
Kazakhstan,  ‘God  told  me  to  come 
here,’  and  they’ll  look  at  me  like,  ‘How 
does  God  talk  to  you?’  To  some  of  them 
it’s  no  big  deal  while  others  may  have  a 
lot  of  questions.  It’s  neat  to  see  how  the 
door  opens  when  I  say  that  I  am  a 
Christian,”  Hirst  said. 

Donations  for  the  medical  mission 
are  accepted.  These  should  be  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  phrase  “Medical  works  for 
Kazakhstan”  and  sent  to  P.O.  Box 
922637,  Norcross,  GA  30010. 


HUMAN  CHAIN -United 
Methodists  join  peopiefrom 
other  religious  groups,  along 
with  labor,  human  rights  and 
environmental  activists  to  rally 
on  the  National  Mall  for  Jubilee 
2000,  a  campaign  for  debt  relief 
for  the  world's  poorest  countries. 

Helping  form  a  human  chain 
around  the  U.S.  Capitol  are,  from 
left:  Wayne  Badstuebner,  a 
United  Methodist  from  Vernon, 

Conn.;  Pat  Henkel,  a  Lutheran 
from  Alexandria,  Va.;  and  United 
Methodists  Larry  Wayman,  a  cler¬ 
gyman  from  Oxnard,  Calif.,  and  Tsitsi  Moyo,  a  Zimbabwean  who  is  studying  at  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Jay  Mallin. 


Secretary  continued  from  Page  1 


April  27, 2000 


Louisiana  Conference  Notd! 


7 


Gonzales 


continued  from  Page  6 


conspiracy  theorists  out  there  are  willing 
to  believe  almost  anything.” 

“Our  principal  goal  was  to  get  Elian 
back  to  his  father.  We  have  been  mis¬ 
quoted  and  maligned  by  people  saying 
that  our  effort  was  to  get  Elian  back  to 
Cuba,  and  that  is  not  our  interest.  It  is 
not  our  goal,”  Fassett  said.  The  way  in 
which  the  child  was  transferred  by  the 
INS  was  “regrettable,”  but  out  of  the 
church’s  hands,  he  said. 

“Our  goal  is  simply  to  return  the 
child  to  his  father,  and  the  genius  of 
democracy,  when  it  works,  is  that  Juan 
Miguel  Gonzalez  can  decide  what  he 
wants  to  do.  He’s  in  the  United  States; 
he  can  stay  here  or  he  can  go  back.  In  a 
democracy,  people  have  a  right  to 
choose.” 

Fassett  said  he  has  learned  through 
this  controversy  that  many  of  the 
United  Methodists  who  are  calling  the 
board  do  not  know  their  own  church 
beyond  their  congregation.  Their  com¬ 
ments  reveal  that  the  vast  majority  of 
the  people  who  are  calling  are  totally 
unaware  of  their  church’s  structures 
and  its  policies  and  how  they  are  made 
by  the  quadrennial  General 
Conference,  its  highest  legislative  body, 
he  said. 

"They  don’t  know  about  the  church’s 
emphasis  on  children,  and  they  don’t 
know  the  family  values  issues  that  are 
espoused  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  various  resolutions  and 
Social  Principles  that  support  that,”he 
said.  “It’s  an  incredible  thing!” 

People  also  do  not  know  that 
churches  are  worshiping  and  growing 
in  Cuba,  Fassett  averred.  “They  have  no 
idea  that  the  Methodist  church  in  Cuba 
is  one  of  the  fastest-growing  Protestant 
churches  in  Cuba.  They  have  no  idea 
that  I  have  been  personally  negotiating 
with  Fidel  Castro  on  the  principles  of 
religious  practice  in  Cuba”  and  other 
issues  ranging  from  church  structure 
and  house  churches  to  human  rights 
and  political  prisoners. 

Fassett  said  that  people  do  not  know 


Cubans  worship  at  the  Methodist 
Church  at  the  Methodist  Center  in 
Havana.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman 

there  are  worshiping  congregations  in 
Cuba.  He  added  that  he  has  preached 
in  the  cities  and  in  rural  areas  and  spo¬ 
ken  to  church  groups  there.  “People  in 
the  United  States  generally  have  no 
idea  that  this  is  true.”  And  he  said, 
there  are  people  of  faith  in  Cuba  who 
have  chosen  to  stay  there  and  work  to 
improve  the  situation. 

At  the  same  time,  he  said,  he  has 
great  respect  for  the  people  who  fled 
Cuba  and  gave  up  so  much  there  and 
for  the  pain  and  suffering  they  have 
experienced. 

“We  have  to  do,  and  have  done, 
what  we  felt  is  the  most  moral  and 
ethical  thing  in  the  context  of  our 
own  faith,”  Fassett  said.  “As  a  body  of 
the  church,  our  involvement  is  at 
once  entirely  voluntary  and  entirely  a 
necessary  response  to  our  call  to  be 
instruments  of  justice  and  care  in  the 
larger  world. 

Editor’s  note:  Queries  about  the 
fund's  address  and  similar  details 
should  be  directed  to  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
at  (202)  488-5600. 


RIGHTS  RALLY  --  Terry  LeMaster  (right)  leads  a  youth  group  from  the  North  Indiana 
Annual  (regional)  Conference  in  song  during  a  rally  at  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Washington  in  support  of  a  human  rights  law.  The  court  was  hearing  arguments  in 
a  case  challenging  a  Massachusetts  "selective  purchasing"  law,  which  had  been 
struck  down  in  a  lower  court.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Erik  Alsgaard. 
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Moringa  tree  could  reduce 
malnutrition  in  Africa 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  — An  adaptable  tree  found  across  West 
Africa  could  become  a  major  resource  in  fighting  hunger  and 
malnutrition  and  possibly  even  improve  the  health  of  people 
with  HIV/ AIDS. 

Fowell  Fuglie,  who  heads  the  West  Africa  regional  office  of 
Church  World  Service  (CWS)  in  Dakar,  Senegal,  said  the  Moringa  Oleifera  tree 
could  be  particularly  effective  in  the  Sahel-a  near-desertlike  region  of 
Africa-“where  malnutrition  is  the  biggest  problem  and  where  Moringa  is 
already  adapted  to  growing." 

All  parts  of  the  tree  are  edible  and  nutritious.  The  leaves,  leaf  powder,  pods, 
seeds,  flowers,  roots  and  bark  offer  an  array  of  protein,  calcium,  minerals,  iron 
and  several  important  vitamins.  In  the  case  of  HIV/ AIDS,  the  Vitamin  A  found  in 
Moringa  -four  times  the  amount  found  in  carrots-has  the  potential  of  building 
immune  systems  and  better  sustaining 
health.  In  some  countries,  farmers 
already  grow  the  tree  as  a  cash  crop. 

Fuglie  noted  that  CWS  began  a  pilot 
project  on  the  Moringa  tree  in  Senegal 
during  1997. 

The  agency  has  just  completed 
training  in  southwest  Senegal  and  will 
begin  soon  in  the  southeast  region. 

CWS  hopes  to  spread  the  project 
beyond  Senegal  and  plans  to  host  an 
international  conference  on  the 
Moringa  tree. 
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Million  Mom  March  set  for  Mother's  Day 

A  large  number  of  people  are  expected  to  gather  in  the  nation’s  capital  on 
Mother’s  Day,  May  14,  to  participate  in  the  Million  Mom  March.  The  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  supporting  the 
event  and  the  churchwide  Board  of  Church  and  Society  has  endorsed  it. 

The  march  is  aimed  at  educating  children  and  adults  about  the  dangers  guns 
pose  for  children.  March  organizers  also  are  asking  Congress  for  “common  sense 
gun  control  lesgislation.”  For  further  details,  go  online.to  www.millionmom- 
march.com  or  call  (888)  989-MOMS. 


Supreme  Court  hears  arguments  in  gay  Scout  case 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  The  U.S. 


Supreme  Court  revisited  the  sensitive 
issue  of  homosexuality  April  26  in  a 
case  that  pits  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  against  an  ousted  gay  assis¬ 
tant  scoutmaster.  The  outcome  could 
have  significant  ramifications  for  reli¬ 
gious  groups. 

Fawyers  for  the  Scouts  told  the 
court  that  the  Boy  Scouts,  as  a  private 
organization  like  churches  or  other 
religious  groups,  has  the  constitu¬ 
tional  protection  to  dictate  the  stan¬ 
dards  for  its  leaders  and  members. 

But  the  lawyer  for  James  Dale,  the 
former  Scout  leader,  says  the  Boy 
Scouts  is  a  public  accommodation 
group  with  large  support  from  gov¬ 
ernmental  agencies,  and  as  such, 
cannot  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  a 
person’s  sexual  orientation. 

The  original  case  was  brought  by 
Dale,  a  former  New  Jersey  Eagle 
Scout,  who  was  dismissed  from  the 
Boy  Scouts  after  a  local  newspaper 
identified  him  in  1990  as  part  of  a  gay 


and  lesbian  campus  group  at  Rutgers 
University.  At  the  time,  Dale  was  an 
assistant  scoutmaster.  Boy  Scouts 
officials  said  Dale’s  homosexuality 
was  incompatible  with  the  standards 
the  scouting  organization  holds  for 
its  leaders.  Dale  sued,  and  after  a 
lengthy  legal  battle,  the  New  Jersey 
Supreme  Court  agreed  that  the  Boy 
Scouts  had  violated  the  state’s  anti- 
discrimination  law. 

A  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  is 
expected  by  the  end  of  July.  The  jus¬ 
tices  appeared  skeptical  of  the  claims 
made  by  both  sides,  asking  the  Scouts 
why  someone  could  be  dismissed  sim¬ 
ply  for  being  gay,  and  grilling  Dale’s 
lawyers  as  to  why  the  Scouts  cannot 
dictate  its  own  leadership  standards. 

The  issue  has  divided  elements  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
sponsors  more  Scout  troops  than  any 
other  organization.  The  church’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  supports  Dale, 
while  its  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Men  supports  the  Scouts. 


For  general  information  about  the  United  Methodist  Church 
call  InfoServ  at  1-800-251-8140. 
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UM  Foundation  of  La.  celebrates 
25th  anniversary  during  retreat 


Attendees  at  the  Foundation  retreat  learned 
why  "Stewardship  Isn't  for  Sissies." 


Amid  the  tranquil  lake  setting 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth  on  March 
30-31, 136  people  celebrated  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana’s  25-year  commitment 
to  Louisiana  Methodism. 

Past  Executive  Directors  Dr. 

James  Caraway  and  Dr.  Kenneth 
Reed  recounted  the  highlights  and 
challenges  they  faced  as  an  initial 
$5,000  deposit  grew  to  over  $80 
million  of  assets  under  manage¬ 
ment. 

Outgoing  President  Ray  Caraway  chal¬ 
lenged  the  Foundation  to  continue  to  be 
a  catalyst  in  strengthening  the  future  of 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Churc'h. 

In  the  three-part  workshop 
“Stewardship  isn’t  for  Sissies”,  Dr. 

Michael  Reeves,  related  current  trends  in 
giving  and  challenged  attendees  to  con¬ 
front  old  stewardship  practices.  Dr. 
Reeves  encouraged  lay  and  clergy  to  use 
Philippians  4:8  as  guidance  to: 

1.  Make  stewardship  a  process,  not  an 
event. 

2.  Preach  about  stewardship  without 
apology. 

3.  Live  stewardship  and  openly  dis¬ 
cuss  your  personal  commitment. 

4.  Ensure  that  stewardship  is  cultural¬ 
ly  relevant. 

Through  the  artistry  of  filmmaking, 
Rev.  Rob  Weber  of  Grace  Community 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  demonstrated  how 
the  rich  history  of  John  Wesley  can  be 
interwoven  with  modem  day  Christians. 
Rev.  Flint  Shea  of  North  Cross  UMC,  the 
newest  church  in  the  conference,  enthu¬ 
siastically  reported  that  connectionism 
continues  to  thrive  in  Methodism.  Rev. 
Scott  Wright  told  of  the  many  young  peo¬ 
ple  dedicating  their  lives  to  Christ’s  serv¬ 
ice  through  the  Wesley  Foundation  on 
the  campus  of  Louisiana  Tech.  The 
Foundation  is  actively  supporting  these 
and  other  innovative  ministries  meeting 
the  needs  of  a  diverse  and  rapidly  chang¬ 
ing  society. 

The  dinner  hosted  by  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  mixed  good  food,  beautiful 


music,  and  an  appeal  from  Senator 
Randy  Ewing  to  remember  our  obliga¬ 
tion  to  children.  The  dinner  also  provid¬ 
ed  an  opportunity  to  thank  the  many  gift 
donors  present  at  the  retreat.  The  subject 
of  philanthropy  was  echoed  at  a  Friday 
workshop  led  by  Dan  Madden,  who  out¬ 
lined  the  social  and  personal  benefits  of 
giving  and  highlighted  several  available 
financial  strategies. 

The  Foundation’s  25th  Anniversary 
Retreat  came  to  a  close  with  a  luncheon 
on  Friday-  a  time  for  fellowship  and  to 
again  give  thanks  to  God  for  enabling  the 
Foundation  to  support  the  work  of  the 
church. 


Plaques  were  presented  to  eight  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
board  members  at  the  Foundation's 
25th  Anniversary.  Four  of  the  Emeritus 
recipients  (pictured  above)  were  (l-r) 
Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Baton  Rouge;  Nancy 
M.  Carruth,  Bunkie;  Lena  French, 
Alexandria;  Haynes  Harkey,  Jr.,  Monroe. 
Recipients  not  pictured  are  Dr. Tom 
Matheny,  Mr.  George  Nelson,  Sr.,  Dr. 
Clyde  Clark  and  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson. 


Dear  Readers: 

Please  bear  with  us.  We  are  still 
under  construction  and  are  having 
some  publication  challenges.  Many  of 
you  are  not  getting  your  papers  in  a 
timely  manner.  We  apologize  and  have 
taken  steps  to  correct  this.  Flopefully, 
we  will  be  mailing  smoothly  soon. 

Many  of  you  did  not  receive  the 
April  23  issue  until  after  Easter.  That 
issue  included  a  four-page  supplement 
regarding  Good  Samaritan  Sunday, 
which  was  celebrated  Sunday,  April  23. 

Please  note  that  it  is  not  too  late  to 
contribute  to  this  very,  very  worthy  offer¬ 
ing.  Good  Samaritan  funds  support 
three  United  Methodist-related  institu¬ 
tions  in  New  Orleans:  LaFon  Home, 
Peoples  Community  Center  and 
Pendelton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital. 

If  you  would  like  to  contribute  to 
this  offering,  please  make  donations 


through  your  local  church  and  indicate 
that  they  are  designated  for  Good 
Samaritan  Sunday. 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  patience 
and  support  of  Louisiana  NOW! 

Bobbie  Armstrong,  Editor 


Children's  disaster  kits  to  be 
assembled  at  Annual  Conference 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

The  Hands-on  Mission  project  at  this 
year’s  Annual  Conference  will  focus  on 
children  in  disasters. 

Conference  members  will  pack  spe¬ 
cialized  kits  designed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  together  with  child  psycholo¬ 
gists  to  help  children  cope  with  traumat¬ 
ic  experiences. 

“The  kits  can  help  children  speak  out 
their  fears,  relive  the  disaster  so  that  they 
can  empty  themselves,  or  help  to  empty 
themselves  of  some  of  those  negative 
feelings  so  that  positive  feelings  can 
then  be  encouraged,”  said  Nancy 
Osgood  of  the  UMCOR  Depot  at 
the  Sager-Brown  facility  in  Baldwin. 

Children  can  emerge  from  disas¬ 
ters  unable  to  speak  or  withdrawn 
from  normal  social  interaction, 

Osgood  said.  They  may  exhibit 
regressive  behavior  such  as  bedwet¬ 
ting  and  thumbsucking,  become 
angry  easily,  have  nightmares  and 
fear  the  disaster  will  recur. 

The  extensive  kits-each  costing 
around  $150  and  packed  in  a 
rolling  suitcase  for  immediate 
transportation  to  a  disaster  site- 
contain  all  manner  of  materials 
for  children  to  use  to  express  what 
they  are  feeling. 

Art  supplies  such  as  crayons, 
markers,  sidewalk  chalk  and  paper  allow 
children  to  draw  what  they  are  feeling. 
Paper  bags  and  plates  can  be  cut  and 
colored  to  fashion  puppets  through 
which  the  children  tell  their  stories, 
which  is  often  easier  for  them  than 
telling  the  events  outright,  Osgood  said. 

Other  contents  include  small  dolls, 
stuffed  animals  and  blankets  for  com¬ 
fort,  as  well  as  various  games  like  puz¬ 
zles,  dice  and  an  inflatable  ball.  Other 
toys  reflect  the  children’s  surroundings 
in  a  disaster  situation:  building  blocks, 
plastic  tools,  hardhats  and  work  gloves 
can  give  the  children  a  much  needed 
sense  of  control  over  their  surroundings 
and  of  participating  in  the  disaster 


recovery. 

Trained  individuals 
have  used  the  kits  in  dis¬ 
asters  around  the  United 
States  and  they  have 
been  used  for  disaster 
personnel  training  inter¬ 
nationally,  Osgood  said. 

“The  Oklahoma  City  bombing  is  one 
prime  example  of  how  they  were  used. 
UMCOR  was  there  for  three  years  using 
these  kits  and  trained  personnel  to  help 
children  who  saw  other  children  victim¬ 
ized  by  that  bombing.” 


With  the  rise  of  hate  crimes  and 
school  violence  around  the  country,  the 
kits  have  gained  added  importance,  she 
added. 

The  kits  now  also  include  materials 
for  working  with  older  youth  as  well, 
Osgood  said. 

Those  packed  at  Annual  Conference 
possibly  will  be  used  for  expanded  inter¬ 
national  training  purposes  as  well  as  for 
stocking  the  depot  for  domestic  disas¬ 
ters,  she  said. 

However,  because  of  the  specialized 
nature  of  the  children’s  disaster  kits, 
fewer  are  required  than  other  kits  the 
Louisiana  Conference  has  provided  in 
the  past  such  as  flood  buckets,  she  said. 


The  town  depicted  on  the  fabric  in  a  children's 
disaster  kit  encourages  a  traumatized  child  to 
talk  about  his  or  her  experience. 


Annual  Conference  2000 
Clergy  Spouses'  Luncheon  4 

Monday,  June  5 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
3715  Youree  Drive 

Make  your  reservation  by 
completing  form  below 
Reservation  Deadline:  May  15 


ally  Rely°n  G0, 


Return  Complete  Reservation  Form  To 

Tamara  deGraffenried,  3926  Bayouwood  Ct.(  Lake  Charles  70605 
With  check  payable  to  "Lake  Charles  District" 


Name 


Dist 


Phone# 


Nursery  available  @  St.  Luke  UMC,  601 2  Youree  Drive  @  $7.00  per  child  paid  at 
the  door  from  1 1 :30  on.  You  need  to  bring  a  bag  lunch  for  your  child.  Pill  in  the 
blank  below  to  register  for  the  nursery. 

Number  of  children  for  nursery _ 
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United  Methodists  wrap 
up  General  Conference 


General 
Conference 
2000 


BY  ROBERT  LEAR 

CLEVELAND  (UMNS)  — 

Celebration  and  contention 
came  in  near-equal  portions 
for  United  Methodists  gath¬ 
ered  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie 
May  2- 12  for  the  church’s  first 
General  Conference  of  the  2000s.  0cfet  churc" 

The  conference  opened  to  the  joyful  Ohio, 
beat  of  a  band  of  bishops  in  the  spectac¬ 
ular  Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and 
Museum  and  liturgical  banners  bright¬ 
ening  the  plenary  hall  in  the  Cleveland 
Convention  Center. 

Nine  days  later,  that  ornate  hall 
became  a  confrontation  zone  with 
police  placing  30  people,  including  two 
bishops,  under  arrest  during  a  protest 
of  the  conference’s  vote  retaining  the 
church’s  controversial 
stance  on  homosexuality.  It 
is  believed  to  be  the  first 
time  police  have  been  called 
to  remove  demonstrators 
from  a  General  Conference 
session. 

Celebration  and  arrests 
aside,  the  992  delegates  from 
the  United  States,  Africa, 

Europe  and  the  Philippines, 
spent  most  of  their  time  pro¬ 
cessing  1,600  calendar  items 
of  legislation  and  long  hours 
getting  more  than  2,000  peti¬ 
tions  ready  for  plenary 
action. 

They  sang  joyfully  under 
the  leadership  of  Cynthia 
Wilson;  cheered  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  visiting  choirs  from  the 
United  States  [including  Roberts  UMC, 

Denham  Springs],  Denmark,  Zimbabwe 
and  Estonia  and  performers  from  five 
United  Methodist-related  colleges  in 


received  with 
appreciation 
a  sermon  by 
the 

Archbishop  of 
Canterbury; 
and  wel¬ 
comed  indi¬ 
cations  of 
becoming 


Lay  delegate  Lane  Winn 
addresses  one  of  the 
General  Conference 
sessions.  A  UMNS 
photo  by  Paul  Jeffrey 


Dr.  Anita  Crump,Louisiana  delegation  leader.  Dr.  Bob 
Burgess,  delegation  clergy  leader,  and  Fred  Loy,  lay 
delegate,  along  with  seven  other  lay  and  clergy,  rep¬ 
resented  the  Louisiana  Conference  at  General 
Conference.  Photo  by  Jane  Dennis 

increasingly  a  global  church. 

The  legislative  items  will  help  chart 
the  9.6  million-member  church’s  pas- 


See  CONFERENCE,  Page  2 
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Highlights  of  the 
2000  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 

The  theme 
of  the  2000 
Annual 
Conference 
session  is  "I 
am  the  Light 
of  the  World." 

These  simple 
words  of 
Jesus  come  to 
us  through 
the  Gospel  of 
John. 

Therefore,  at 
this  session  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
we  will  hear  stories  of  that  witness  to  the 
Light  that  has  been  shining  for  2000 
years.  We  will  make  plans  to  "let  our  light 
shine"  for  a  hurting  world  that  needs  to 
know  "we’ve  left  the  Light  on  for  them." 

New  schedule 

We  welcome  a  new  schedule  for  this 
conference  session  which  makes  it  easier 
for  many  of  the  laity  to  attend  the  full 
session  of  the  conference.  It  allows  all  of 
us  to  study  the  activities  for  each  day, 
anticipating  the  inspiration  and  restora¬ 
tive  value  of  each  occasion,  rather  than 
just  "coasting"  through  Annual 
Conference. 

Registration 

Registration  will  be  held  in  The  SUB 
(Student  Union  Building)  on  Sunday 
afternoon  from  2:30-6:30  and  Monday 
morning  from  7:45  a.m.-l:30  p.m. 
Important  note:  Registration  on  both 
days  will  be  held  in  The  SUB.  Also,  there 
will  be  no  registration  after  1:30  p.m. 
Monday. 

Active  timekeeping 

We  look  forward  to  an  active  time¬ 
keeping  system  that  will  keep  the  confer¬ 
ence  on  schedule. 

See  HIGHLIGHTS,  Page  3 


Art  by  C.  Bennett  Bollinger 


Solomon  presides  at  General  Conference 


BY  JANE  DENNIS 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS 
ARKANSAS  AREA 

During  the  morning  session  on  May 
11,  delegates  received  reports  from  the 
Faith  and  Order  Legislative  Committee. 
Delegates  voted  to  retain  current  lan¬ 
guage  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  on 
three  issues  relating  to  homosexuality. 
This  includes  the  statement  which  says 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing,”  that  unions  of  persons  of  the 
same  gender  are  not  to  be  conducted 
See  SOLOMON,  Page  2 


CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE  -  Standing  in  civil 
disobedience  to  disrupt  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  2000  General 
Conference  are,  from  left:  Randy  Miller, 
Susan  Laurie  and  Greg  Dell. They  were 
joined  by  other  protesters  in  making  a 
witness  against  the  denomination's 
anti-homosexual  policies.  Behind  them 
on  the  video  screen  are  images  of 
Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  who  was  pre¬ 
siding  at  the  session,  and  Bishops 
Woodrow  Hearn  and  Janice  Huie  who 
assisted  him.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike 
DuBose. 
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Solomon 


continued  from  Page  1 


sage  through  the  next  four  years.  Most  of 
the  particulars  in  the  biggest  single 
proposal  for  change  in  the  church 
structure — the  much-discussed 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT) 
report  —  were  overwhelmingly  reject¬ 
ed.  The  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
facing  elimination  in  the  proposal,  was 
given  new  life  and  a  charge  to  consider 
the  “transformational  directions” 
mapped  out  in  the  report. 

Hundreds  of  changes  were  adopted 
for  inclusion  in  the  church’s  Book  of 
Discipline,  and  a  series  of  programs  for 
special  groups  were  retained. 

Resolutions  setting  out  the  church’s 
position  on  handguns,  violence  on  tele¬ 
vision  and  other  contemporary  issues 
received  favorable  majorities  as  dele¬ 
gates  pushed  the  keys  on  their  electronic 
voting  pads. 

Prayers  were  asked  for  an  end  to  hos¬ 
tilities  in  Sierra  Leone,  the  Philippines 
and  the  Congo.  The  U.S.  government 
was  asked  to  halt  using  the  Puerto  Rican 
island  of  Vieques  as  a  bombing  practice 
range  and  also  to  support  removing  the 
United  Nations  economic  sanctions 
against  Iraq. 

Much  of  the  pre-conference  discus¬ 
sion  centered  on  homosexuality,  a  major 
issue  in  the  church  for  almost  30  years. 
The  debate  turned  into  action,  some  of 
it  contentious  once  the  delegates  and  a 
variety  of  groups  unpacked  in  Cleveland. 

Special- interest  groups  set  up  lobby¬ 
ing  efforts  in  nearby  hotels.  A  delegate 
approaching  the  convention  center 
quickly  accumulated  a  handful  of 
brightly  colored  sheets  supporting  one 
view  or  another. 

Homosexuality 

When  the  major  issues  related  to 
homosexuality  finally  came  to  the  plena¬ 
ry  floor  on  May  1 1  and  an  assortment  of 
votes  had  been  flashed  on  the  giant 
screen  in  the  hall,  most  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  policies  had  been  retained  by  a 
60-40  margin.  One  proposal,  acknowl¬ 
edging  that  differences  exist  in  how 
church  members  view  homosexuality, 
was  defeated  by  about  100  votes. 

Delegates  retained  the  statement  that 
while  homosexuals  are  persons  of  sacred 
worth,  the  practice  of  homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching. 
Self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals 
cannot  be  ordained  or  appointed  as 
clergy,  and  clergy  are  prohibited  from 
officiating  in  same-sex  union  cere¬ 
monies  or  allowing  such  services  on 
church  property. 

The  vote  on  the  "incompatible”  lan¬ 
guage  was  628  to  337.  The  vote  on 
excluding  gay  people  from  the  ordained 
clergy  was  645  to  306.  Other  major  votes 


were  similar. 

The  protests  began  with  individuals 
standing  in  the  aisles.  A  compromise 
was  reached  whereby  the  protesters 
could  quietly  remain  in  the  aisles  and 
altar  area. 

That  agreement  unraveled  when 
demonstrators  moved  to  the  platform 
area. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  who  was  presiding  bowed  his  head 
and  then  implored  the  protesters  to 
return  to  their  earlier  positions  of  kneel¬ 
ing  or  standing  in  the  aisles. 

One  of  the  group  said  the  church  has 
broken  the  covenant  with  them  and  they 
felt  their  actions  were  justified.  Police 
were  called,  and  30  people  were  led  from 
the  hall,  including  Bishops  C.  Joseph 
Sprague,  Chicago,  and  Susan  M. 
Morrison,  Albany,  N.Y.  A  15-minute 
recess  was  called,  later  extended  to  25 
minutes.  The  30  were  charged  with  dis¬ 
rupting  a  lawful  meeting,  according  to 
police. 

After  hearings  May  12,  the  30  paid 
$160  in  fines  and  court  costs. 

On  May  10,  Sprague  and  others  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  conference  were  among  185 
people  arrested  in  a  demonstration 
directed  by  Soulforce,  a  coalition  of  gay, 
lesbian,  bisexual  and  transgendered 
people  and  heterosexuals  from  a  variety 
of  faith  backgrounds. 

The  conference  did  approve  contin¬ 
ued  dialogue  with  groups  espousing 
homosexuality  and  rejected  a  proposal 
that  would  have  required  all  pastors  to 
sign  a  statement  professing  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  not  God’s  will.  The  dele¬ 
gates  declined  to  ask  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  to 
produce  materials  directed  especially 
toward  homosexual  persons  seeking  a 
different  lifestyle. 

Unity,  not  division 

Before  General  Conference  began, 
comments  were  heard  that  the  church 
could  split  over  homosexuality  and 
other  issues,  but  statements  by  bishops 
and  others  took  an  opposite  view. 

“We  will  be  closer  together  after  this 
conference  as  a  result  of  our  discussions 
(on  homosexuality),”  said  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden,  Dallas,  after  being 
installed  as  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  on  May  5. 

The  Rev.  Linda  Lee,  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  Southfield,  Mich.,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
“facing  issues  such  as  racism,  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  the  need  for  new  direc¬ 
tions  for  the  church  is  the  first  step 
toward  the  resolution  of  differences, 
reconciliation  and  the  ability  of  the 
See  CONFERENCE,  Page  6 
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by  United  Methodist  ministers  or  in 
United  Methodist  churches,  and  that 
homosexuals  are  not  to  be  ordained  as 
United  Methodist  pastors. 

In  the  midst  of  debate  on  these 
issues,  a  group  of  persons  who  wish 
to  have  that  language  changed  to 
reflect  more  hospitality  and  inclusion 
of  homosexual  persons  interrupted 
the  session.  About  60  to  70  persons 
wearing  stoles  of  different  colors 
entered  the  floor  of  the  conference. 
Supportive  delegates,  many  also 
wearing  colorful  stoles,  stood  at  their 
seats  or  joined  them  in  the  aisles. 
Other  supporters  fringed  the  audito¬ 
rium  at  the  balcony  level. 

Presiding  officer  Bishop  Dan  E. 
Solomon  of  Louisiana  acknowledged 
their  presence  and  protest  of  con¬ 
science,  then  graciously  asked  them  to 
move  to  other  parts  of  the  auditorium. 
They  refused. 

Over  the  next  few  minutes,  Solomon 
negotiated  with  the  group’s  leaders, 
who  included  Greg  Dell,  the  former  UM 
pastor  who  was  put  on  trial  and  lost  his 
ministerial  credentials  after  conducting 
a  union  ceremony  for  two  homosexual 
persons.  Solomon  requested  and  the 
conference  allowed  two  spokespersons 
for  the  group  to  address  the  body. 

They  asked  for  a  moratorium  on  the 
implementation  of  all  parts  of  the 
Discipline  dealing  with  homosexuality. 
At  that  point,  Solomon  called  for  a  20- 
minute  recess. 

During  the  recess,  the  protesters 
remained  in  the  auditorium,  singing 
and  holding  hands.  A  group  of  14  bish¬ 
ops  stood  together  at  the  front  of  the 
stage  singing  and  indicating  their  sup¬ 
port  of  the  protest.  At  one  point,  retired 
Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  stepped  to  a 
lectern  with  a  microphone  and  led  the 
group  in  singing. 

Upon  reassembling,  Solomon 
addressed  the  body  and  said  the  group 
wished  to  remain  on  the  conference 
floor  during  any  debate  related  to 
homosexual  issues.  They  agreed  to 


silently  kneel  or  stand,  and  pray.  The 
body  allowed  them  to  remain  on  the 
floor  and  continued  addressing  the 
issues  noted  at  the  beginning  of  this 
report. 

A  motion  was  made  by  a  delegate  to 
the  conference  to  enact  the  requested 
moratorium.  Extensive  debate  fol¬ 
lowed.  The  motion  was  defeated. 

Prior  to  breaking  for  lunch,  Bishop 
Solomon  was  given  a  standing  ovation 
for  the  graceful,  congenial,  conciliatory 
manner  with  which  he  handled  the 
morning’s  events.  Sitting  behind  him 
and  offering  counsel  and  advice  regard¬ 
ing  parliamentary  procedures  were 
Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie  of  Arkansas 
and  Bishop  Woodrow  Hearn  of  the 
Texas  Conference. 

The  committee  on  presiding  officers 
asked  Solomon  to  continue  for  the 
afternoon  session.  He,  in  turn, 
announced  that  he  had  asked  Huie  and 
Hearn  to  sit  with  him  again,  as  well. 

After  lunch,  the  session  resumed 
with  more  issues  and  votes  related  to 
homosexuality.  The  protesters,  who 
launched  an  act  of  civil  disobedience 
during  the  morning  session,  were 
allowed  to  remain  encamped  on  the 
conference  floor  in  front  of  the  presid¬ 
ing  bishop.  As  vote  after  vote  continued 
to  retain  the  current  language  of  the 
Discipline,  it  became  obvious  they  were 
intent  on  expressing  their  views  more 
demonstratively.  The  group  began 
singing,  went  up  the  steps  to  the  chan¬ 
cel  area  of  the  stage  and  refused  to  dis¬ 
burse.  The  bishop  and  General 
Conference  staff  had  no  choice  but  to 
allow  them  to  be  arrested. 

Thirty  persons,  including  two  bish- 
ops-Susan  Morrison  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  and 
C.  Joseph  Sprague  of  Chicago-  were 
arrested  and  charged  with  “disrupting  a 
lawful  meeting,”  a  misdemeanor.  It  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  time  anyone  has 
been  removed  by  police  from  a  General 
Conference  plenary  hall. 
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Highlights 


continued  from  Page  1 


Photos  for  laity  and  clergy  directory 
This  is  the  first  year  of  the  quadrenni- 
um,  so  we  will  be  taking  photographs  in 
Smith  Hall  for  a  pictorial  directory.  This 
year  it  will  include  both  clergy  and  lay 
members  of  the  conference.  Four  pho¬ 
tographers  will  be  on  hand  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  and  Monday  morning;  two  will  be 
available  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
morning.  Please  make  an  appointment 
at  the  registration  tables  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  or  at  Smith  Hall  any  time  after  that. 

Worship  service  begin  with 
“Centering  Our  Hearts...” 

Every  evening  worship  begins  with 
"Centering  Our  Hearts  for  Worship"  at  7 
p.m.  [Previously,  this  was  called  "Pre¬ 
service  Music";  however,  the  worship 
committee  re-named  this  time,  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  reality  that  through  music, 
worship  has  already  begun.] 

Conference  preachers 
Preachers  for  the  Conference  are: 

•  Opening  service,  Sunday  night 
Rev.  Harold  Babin,  pastor,  St. 

Francisville  UMC 

•  Monday  night  worship 

Bishop  Janice  Huie,  Arkansas  Area 

•  Tuesday  night  ordination  service 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  Louisiana 

Conference 

Conference  speakers 
Speakers  leading  us  in  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry  are: 

•  Dr.  Craig  Miller,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  leading  us,  each  day,  in 
reflections  about  the  future  of  the 
church,  based  on  Paul's  letter  to  the 
Ephesians; 

•  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  general  secre¬ 
tary,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
leading  us,  Wednesday,  in  reflections  on 
mission,  "The  World  is  Still  our  Parish." 

Sunrise  devotionals 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday 
mornings  the  Board  of  Laity  will  conduct 
a  sunrise  devotional  at  6:45  a.m.  at  the 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater  (amphithe¬ 
ater)  on  the  Centenary  Campus. 
Communion 

Communion  will  be  offered  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  mornings  at 
Brown  Chapel. 

Prayer  Room  available 
The  Prayer  Room  will  be  located  near 
the  south  entrance  on  the  first  floor  of 
the  Gold  Dome. 

Retirees  service,  licensing,  ordination 
The  worship  service  honoring  the 


retirees  will  be  Tuesday  morning.  This 
will  be  preceded  by  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  report  which  will 
include  the  commissioning  of  proba¬ 
tioners  and  the  licensing  of  local  pastors. 
All  of  these  persons  will  be  honored  at  a 
reception  following  the  Ordination 
Service  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  on 
Tuesday  evening.  This  is  a  change  from 
the  ordination  service  normally  held  at 
the  Gold  Dome. 

Displays  in  Gold  Dome 

Displays  will  be  in  Room  106-107  in 
the  Gold  Dome.  Cokesbury  will  again  be 
in  Kilpatrick  Auditorium  in  Smith  Hall, 
directly  across  Kings  Highway  from  the 
Gold  Dome.  (Remember,  Smith  is  also 
where  Church  Impressions  will  be  taking 
your  photo.) 

Wednesday  afternoon  session 

You  will  not  want  to  leave  the 
Conference  early!  The  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon  session  will  include: 

•  the  third  presentation  by  Dr.  Miller, 

•  a  celebration  of  North  Cross  UMC, 
our  newest  congregation, 

•  an  introduction  to 
PERCEPT,  a  new  resource 
for  planning  new  church¬ 
es,  for  seeing  the  shifts  in 
Louisiana  demographics 
and  for  current  congrega¬ 
tions  to  envision  a  min¬ 
istry  relevant  to  the  people  in  their  com¬ 
munity.  For  a  preview,  check  out  the 
PERCEPT  Website  at 
www.perceptnet.com. 

"Sending  Forth"  Solomons 

We  will  conclude  the  Conference 
with  a  "Sending  Forth"  service  on 
Wednesday  afternoon.  This  will  include 
the  "fixing  of  the 
appointments"  and 
the  sending  forth  of 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Joy 
Solomon  to  their 
new  ministry. 

Boards,  commit¬ 
tees  elections 

All  members  of 
every  board,  com¬ 
mission,  committee 
and  team  of  the 
Annual  Conference 
will  meet  at  the 
close  of  the 
Conference  to  elect 
officers  for  the  new 
quadrennium. 


Bishop  Dan  and 
Mrs.  Joy  Solomon 


Retirement  Dinner 
for 

Bishop  Dan  and  Joy  Solomon 

July  7, 2000 
7  p.m. 


The  Radisson  Hotel 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
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Name  of  person  making  reservation  (Please  print) 
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Dillard  student  among  religious  journalism 
students  receiving  UMCom  scholarships 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  Five 
students  pursuing  careers  in  religious 
journalism  have  received  scholarships 
from  United  Methodist  communica¬ 
tions  (UMCom)  for  the  2000-2001  aca¬ 
demic  year. 

The  churchwide  communications 
agency  offers  two  awards  annually:  a 
Stoody-West  Fellowship  for  graduate  stu¬ 
dents  and  a  Leonard  Perryman 
Communications  Scholarship  for  Ethnic 
Minority  Students. 

This  year,  the  $6,000  Stoody-West 
Fellowship  was  awarded  to  two  stu¬ 
dents  pursuing  careers  in  religious 
journalism  at  an  accredited  graduate 
school  or  department  of  journalism 
and  a  runner-up  received  $3,000  in 
graduate  assistance. 

Two  $2,500  Perryman  Scholarships, 
which  assists  ethnic  minority  juniors  or 
seniors  planning  careers  in  journalism, 
were  awarded  to  Juliana  Maria  da  Silva 
and  Lori  Candice  Spradley.  Spradley,  a 
junior  communications  major  at  Dillard 
University,  New  Orleans,  plans  to  pursue 
a  master’s  degree  in  broadcast  journal¬ 
ism  at  the  University  of  Georgia  in 
Athens,  Ga. 

A  member  of  Bethel  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mobile, 
Ala.,  Spradley  is  planning  for  a  career  in 
religious  television.  “As  a  reporter,  I  want 
my  viewers  to  know  that  there  is  salva¬ 
tion  and  that  all  they  have  to  do  is  pray 
and  let  Jesus  into  their  hearts,”  she  said. 

Knowing  that  she  will  be  called 
upon  to  carefully  disseminate  truth 
and  knowledge,  she  believes  that  "as  a 
Christian  woman  of  God,  it  is  my  duty 
to  spread  the  word  of  God  to  as  many 
people  as  I  can.” 

Da  Silva,  a  native  of  Nilopolis,  Brazil, 
is  a  senior  mass  communications  major 
at  Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 


Faith  Fairchild  Colburn,  a  recipient  of 
the  Stoody-West  Fellowship  is  currently 
employed  as  a  communications  special¬ 
ist  in  the  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference 
where  she  designs  and 
coordinates  traditional 
and  non-traditional 
communication  tools. 

Christina  Marie  Simon, 
the  other  Stoody-West 
recipient,  will  be  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Medill 
Graduate  School  of 
Journalism  at 
Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  Ill., 
in  June.  She  is  editor-in-chief  of  the 
University  Crescent,  the  weekly  student 
newspaper  at  the  University  of 
Evansville,  Evansville,  Ind.,  from  which 
she  will  receive  a  mass  communications 
degree  May  6. 

Rebecca  Joy  Laird,  an  ordained  eider 
in  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene  and  col¬ 
laborator  with  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  of 
No  Hiding  Place,  a  1992  book  about  Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  San 
Francisco,  is  the  runner-up  for  the 
Stoody-West  Fellowship.  She  will  receive 
$3,000  to  assist  in  her  plans  to  attend 
Columbia  University’s  Graduate  School 
of  Journalism,  New  York. 

The  Stoody-West  Fellowship  honors 
the  Rev.  Arthur  West  and  the  late  Rev. 
Ralph  Stoody,  who  were  staff  execu¬ 
tives  of  UMCom  or  one  of  its  predeces¬ 
sor  agencies.  Leonard  Perryman  was  a 
journalist  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  for  more  than  30  years  before 
his  death  in  1983. 

For  more  information  on  UMCom’s 
annual  awards  or  for  applications, 
visit  the  agency’s  Web  site  at 
http://www.umcom.org/scholarships 
or  call  Jackie  Vaughan,  scholarship 
administrator,  at  (615)  742-5140. 


Annual  Conference  music  to  feature  diversity 


BY  BETSY  EAVES 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  MISSIONER 

This  year’s  annual  conference  will 
be  blessed  with  a  variety  of  musicians 
and  styles  of  music  from  across  the 
conference. 

Praise  and  worship  music  will  lead 
the  conference  on  Monday  morning. 

The  Youth  Bell  Choir  will  ring  for  us  as 
we  gather  after  lunch  on  Monday. 
Tuesday  morning  will  begin  with  “old 
favorite”  gospel  hymns  performed  and 
led  by  Rev.  Barry  Hughes  and  Clay 
Eaves,  accompanied  by  Marie  Durham. 
The  lay  leader’s  address  will  be  followed 
by  a  men’s  quartet  including  Barry 
Hughes,  Clay  Eaves,  Jack  O’Dell  and 
Larry  O’Dell.  Joyce  and  Chris  Gross  will 
inspire  us  with  their  talents  as  we  return 
from  lunch  on  Tuesday.  We  will  gather 
Wednesday  morning  to  the  sounds  of 
Barbara  Murray  on  piano  and  the  D&R 
Praise  dancers  will  perform  during 
gathering  time  after  lunch.  Throughout 
the  conference,  we  will  be  gathered 
together  and  sent  forth  in  song  under 
the  leadership  of  Clay  Eaves,  Joe 
Hamilton,  John  Lord  and  others. 

Watch  for  times  and  further  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  conference  musicians. 


SOLOIST  --  Soloist  Chris  Gross  from 
Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denham  Springs,  La.,  leads  the  massed 
choir  during  opening  worship  of  the 
denomination's  2000  General 
Conference  in  Cleveland. 

A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 
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Vacation  Bible  School  workshop  held 


Rev.  Regina  Hickman,  associate  pastor-Gretna  UMC  leads  a  VBS 
preschoolers/nonreaders. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  and  the  New  Orleans  District  Ministry 
Team  hosted  a  Vacation  Bible  School  training  workshop 
on  Monday,  April  3. 

The  workshop  introduced  Cokesbury  Vacation  Bible 
School  2000  materials  for  review  by  participants.  "Club 
Can-Do:  Kids  Called  to  Care”  is  designed  to  help  chil¬ 
dren  build  relationships  with  other  children,  adults, 


Carol  Sherer  of  Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
leads  VCS  workshop  on  Bible  stories. 

Jesus  and  God.  The  2000  VBS  session  will  be  centered 
on  Philippians  4:13:  “I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
who  strengthens  me.” 

An  informational  “Club  Can  Do:  Kids  Called  to  Care” 
preview  video  to  aid  in  Vacation  Bible  School  planning 
is  available  to  local  churches  by  contacting  Carol  Sherer 
at  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  at  (504)  899-3431  . 


workshop  for 


Singles  on  Sunday  celebrates  1 1th  anniversary 


BY  LINDA  MILLER, 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC 

Singles  on  Sundays,  the  singles  ministry  sponsored  by 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New  Orleans  celebrated  its  eleventh 
anniversary  with  a  social  on  Friday,  April  7,  at  the  Columns 
Hotel  on  St.  Charles  Avenue.  All  singles,  regardless  of  religious 
affiliation,  were  invited  to  participate. 

Singles  on  Sundays  (SOS)  is  a  ministry  of  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC  which  provides  opportunities  for  Christian  fellowship 
and  service  while  supporting  personal  and  spiritual  growth 
and  enhancing  a  sense  of  community.  Each  month  SOS  offers 
a  variety  of  activities  for  single  adults  to  meet  and  come 
together  in  Christian  activity  and  social  activity.  There  is  a 
monthly  dinner  and  program,  usually  the  third  Sunday  of  each 


month  at  6  p.m.  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  at  the  church  at  3900  St. 
Charles  Avenue  in  uptown  New  Orleans.  A  monthly  dance  is 
held  one  Friday  each  month,  also  at  the  church.  Each  Friday, 
the  group  meets  at  Bixby’s  Cafe  in  Harahan  for  a  light  supper 
and  to  make  plans  for  the  evening  or  weekend  or  just  to  “visit” 
after  the  work  week.  A  Bible  Study  class  meets  each  Sunday 
morning  at  9:45  a.m.  for  one  hour  with  continental  breakfast. 

For  information  about  this  vibrant  group,  visit  the  group’s 
new  website  at  http://groups.insideneworleans.com/sos.  If 
anyone  would  like  to  be  added  to  the  mailing  list  for  the 
monthly  newsletter,  call  the  church  office  at  (504)899-3431  or 
e-mail  the  church  at  carolsherer@usa.net.  You  may  also  sub¬ 
mit  your  e-mail  address  to  Linda  Miller,  coordinator  of  Single 
Adult  Ministries,  at  lindall850@bigfoot.com  to  receive  special 
e-mail  notices  during  the  month. 


Benefit  for 
Lafon  Nursing  Home 

The  annual  fundraiser  to  benefit  the  conference-related 
Lafon  Home  will  be  held  on  Friday,  June  2,  in  the  grand  ball¬ 
room  of  the  Radisson  Hotel,  located  at  1500  Canal  Street,  in 
New  Orleans. 

The  event  will  start  at  7  p.m.  with  a  Patron  Reception  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner,  dancing  and  a  silent  auction  starting  at  8  p.m. 
until  11:00  p.m. 

Tickets  for  the  black 
tie  event  are  $50.00 
per  person  and  can  be 
obtained  by  calling 
(504)  288-2314. 


presented  By 
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Fifth  Sunday  programs 

Carrollton  UMC  (Rev.  Jeff  Conner,  pastor),  locat¬ 
ed  at  921  Carrollton  Avenue  in  New  Orleans,  plans 
special  fifth  Sunday  programs  during  the  spring, 
summer  and  fall  months. 

The  first  program  coincided  with  the  Louisiana 
Jazz  and  Heritage  Festival  and  featured  the  Zulu 
Ensemble  on  Sunday,  April  30  at  the  10  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service.  The  public  was  invited  to  attend. 

St.  Matthew  UMC  (Rev.  Andrew  Douglas,  pas¬ 
tor),  located  at  1 100  Verret  Street  in  Algiers  observes 
fifth  Sundays  by  hosting  “come-as-you-are”  for  its 
members  and  visitors.  In  addition  to  “come-as- 
you-are”  services,  ministries  or  groups  in  the 
church  serve  as  hosts  for  the  day  and  present  infor¬ 
mation  to  attendees  during  an  after-service  recep¬ 
tion.  Past  receptions  have  been  hosted  by  the 
youth  department,  United  Methodist  Women,  the 
anniversary  committee  and  the  Administrative 
Council.  St.  Matthew’s  fifth  Sundays’  activities  have 
also  included  a  hotdog  luncheon  sponsored  by 
church  members  to  provide  a  social  setting  for 
members  and  guests. 
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Successful 
2000  Mission 
in  Motion 

The  New  Orleans  district  pro¬ 
duced  a  successful  Mission  in 
Motion  effort  during  the  month 
of  April.  Twenty-eight  New 
Orleans  area  churches  partici¬ 
pated  by  contributing  complete 
or  parts  of  328  flood  buckets  and 
447  health  kits  valued  at  approx¬ 
imately  $18,000. 

MISSION 

mq\ion 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 
GLOBAL  DISASTER  RELIEF 

“God  was  truly  present  in  the 
local  churches  and  in  the  volun¬ 
teers  that  made  this  event  suc¬ 
cessful,”  said  District 
Coordinators  Don  Schaneville 
and  Paul  Galloway. 

The  project  brought  together 
20-25  adult  volunteers  and  10 
youth  who  gave  most  of  their 
Sunday  afternoon  at  the  trailer 
and  left  almost  all  of  their  ener¬ 
gy  in  the  buckets  and  health  kits. 
In  addition  to  the  volunteers  at 
the  trailer  packing  buckets  and 
packing  the  trailer,  an  unlimited 
number  of  volunteers  coordinat¬ 
ed  efforts  within  the  local 
churches. 


New  Orleans  District 
340 1  Canal  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70119 
(504)  488-5430 

E-mail:  nodistumc@altavista.com 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
District  Superintendent 
Dian  Kent 
Karen  Wilson-Sider 
District  Co-Communication  Advisors 
Barbara  Murray 
District  Missioner 


Let  us  tell  your  story.  If  you  have 
a  story  to  tell  about  your  church 
or  your  members,  please  contact 
the  New  Orleans  District  com¬ 
munication  advisor,  Dian  Kent, 
at  (504)  368-2567.  You  may  also 
contact  the  New  Orleans  District 
office  at  488-5430.  If  you  have  a 
story  to  include,  please  submit  to 
Dian  Kent,  837  Sumner  Street, 
New  Orleans,  LA  70114. 


taaammmmmumamma 
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Louisiana  Conference  Noto! 


Weekly  breakfast  serves  up  God's 


BY  SARAH  WILLIS 

DISTRICT  MISSIONER 

The  smell  of  fried  sausage,  the  warm  touch  of  a  wel¬ 
coming  handshake,  the  sight  of  many  smiling  faces,  the 
rhythmical  sound  of  the  ping  pong  ball,  and  the  taste  of 
hot  biscuits...  all  senses  are  engaged  by  those  who  gath¬ 
er  each  Thursday  for  the  Senior  High  Prayer  Breakfast  at 
the  Loranger  United  Methodist  Church  kitchen.  The 
room  is  alive  with  chatter  and  laughter  while  popular 
music  plays  in  the  background.  Verbal  exchanges 
between  Emile  Tosso,  minister,  and  area  teens  illustrate 
the  caring  relationships  that  have  developed  here.  “Hey 
man,  how’s  the  arm  doing?”  “Is  your  mother  better?” 
"How’s  school?"  “Enjoy  yourself!" 

The  teens  arrive  each  week  around  7  a.m.  and  Tosso 
stands  at  the  door  to  personally  greet  and  shake  hands 
with  each  one.  Other  adults,  who  have  been  on  hand 
since  6  a.m.,  serve  up  warm  hospitality  along  with  the 
good  food.  At  one  of  the  most  recent  gatherings,  Twila 
Champion,  Kathy  Mayeaux  and  Harvey  Miller  served 
sausage  and  biscuits  to  a  group  of  about  50  12th- 
graders.  On  Tuesday  mornings,  150  to  200  junior  high 
students  regularly  show  up  for  donuts  and  fellowship. 

After  the  last  guests  trickle  in  to  the  Senior  High 


Every  Thursday,  students  gather  for  fun,  food  and  fel¬ 
lowship  at  Loranger  United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
Senior  High  Prayer  Breakfast  organized  by  minister 
Emile  Tosso. 

Prayer  Breakfast,  Tosso  steps  to  the  front  and  places  a 
small  wooden  cross  on  one  of  the  tables. 

“Any  prayer  requests,”  he  asks.  Hands  shoot  up  right 
and  left  as  concerns  are  expressed. 

More  hands  are  raised  when  Tosso  asks  if  any¬ 
one  has  family  members  who  are  sick  and  again 


love 

for  any  unspoken  requests. 

“Look  around  everybody  and  pray  for  these  folks,” 
says  Tosso  before  leading  the  group  in  prayer. 

Tosso  regularly  invites  teachers  and  other  minis¬ 
ters  to  give  a  10-minute  devotional  during  the  break¬ 
fast  meetings.  The  guest  speakers  use  everyday 
events  to  relate  the  Gospel  message.  The  short  ser¬ 
mons,  the  only  exposure  to  Christ  some  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  get,  have  proved  popular.  Some  students  have 
told  Tosso  they  come  to  school  even  when  sick  if  it’s 
the  day  they  have  “church.” 

The  weekly  gathering  began  when  Tosso  “had  a 
dream  about  it,”  according  to  Mayeaux.  Upon  arriv¬ 
ing  at  Loranger,  Tosso  realized  his  God-given  dream 
about  holding  a  prayer  breakfast  for  a  large  group  of 
youth  was  about  to  come  true.  God’s  providence  was 
evident  to  Tosso  through  the  gifts  of  money  that 
came  in  just  in  time  after  the  group  had  a  growth 
spurt  and  through  a  gift  of  tables  and  chairs  when  the 
group  ran  out  of  seating. 

By  the  time  the  teens  leave  the  gathering,  they’ve  not 
only  been  nourished  by  the  breakfast,  but  fed  spiritual¬ 
ly,  serving  as  an  amazing  example  of  what  God  can  do 
with  people’s  lives  when  given  only  a  few  minutes  and 
some  willing  hands  and  hearts. 


St. Timothy  breaks  ground 
on  expansion  project 


BY  JAN  CLARKE 

Ground  breaking  for  St.  Timothy  on 
the  North  Shore  United  Methodist 
Church’s  $2  million  sanctuary  expan¬ 
sion  project  took  place  in  late  January. 

The  2,250-member  congregation 
unanimously  approved  the  project, 
scheduled  for  completion  in  December. 
Besides  expanding  the  sanctuary  seating 
from  450  to  1,000,  the  project  includes  a 
6,500  square  foot  parking  lot  and  six 
new  classrooms. 

“The  sun  is  out  and  it’s  a  good  omen 
from  God,”  Senior  Minister  James 
Mitchell  remarked  while  handing  out 
gold  painted  shovels  to  church  trustees. 
Assistant  Minister  Robert  Chance 
recalled  the  New  Testament  counsel  to 
build  upon  a  firm  foundation  before 
church  leaders  Owen  Brown,  John 
Cruell,  Ray  Triplett,  Chick  Dausch,  Joe 
Spain,  Dell  Lipps  and  Bert  Gunther 
turned  ceremonial  pieces  of  earth  along 
with  project  architect  Carroll  Blewster. 

Shovels  were  then  handed  over  to 
kids  from  age  two  to  teens  who  tore 
into  the  rain  soaked  sod  just  outside 
the  entrance  to  the  sanctuary  facing 
Asbury  Drive. 

To  accommodate  the  design  by 
Bradley-Blewster  &  Associates  of 
Baton  Rouge,  some  structural  beams 
in  the  building  will  have  to  be 
removed  and  replaced.  Classroom 
and  parking  lot  construction  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  complete  before  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  expansion.  Mitchell  expects  a 
certain  amount  of  inconvenience  dur¬ 
ing  the  construction  period. 

“There  will  be  an  extended  time 
when  we  will  have  to  vacate  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  worship  in  the  gymnasium  of 
the  Family  Life  Center,”  he  said.  “I  am 
really  excited  about  this  project.  God 
has  given  me  sign  after  sign  that  this  is 
what  we  need  to  do  to  grow  and  reach 
out  in  this  community.” 


St. Timothy  Senior  Minister  James 
Mitchell  and  his  son,  Patrick,  take  part 
in  the  groundbreaking  ceremony  for 
the  sanctuary  expansion  project. 


Last  year  alone,  over  300  adult  mem¬ 
bers  joined  the  church.  The  four  wor¬ 
ship  services  held  each  week  average 
1,200  attendees. 

"Any  time  I  have  my  doubts  and  fears 
I  remember  this  past  Christmas  Eve 
when  we  had  over  2,500  worshiping 
with  us,”  Mitchell  said. 

Fittingly,  Christmas  2000  is  the  pro¬ 
jected  completion  date  of  the  enlarged 
sanctuary.  From  golden  shovels  to  gold 
ribbon  cutting  in  the  space  of  one  year 
the  work,  Mitchell  said,  “is  done  to  God’s 
honor  and  glory.” 


'Another  man's 
treasure' 

Members  of  the  Pearl 
River  United  Methodist 
Church  community  sift 
through  tables  full  of 
merchandise  donated 
for  the  semi-annual 
rummage  sale.  Profits 
from  the  sale  are  used 
to  help  the  congrega¬ 
tion  pay  its  apportion¬ 
ments,  as  well  as  pro¬ 
vide  assistance  to 
needy  residents  in  the 
area. 


Ministry  works  to  establish  faith  among  inmates 


District  Superintendent  Dr.  Grayson 
Watson  and  other  United  Methodist 
men  from  the  North  Shore  recendy  paid 
a  visit  to  Angola  State  Penitentiary  as 
part  of  the  Kairos  Prison  Ministry. 

Kairos,  one  of  two  Greek  words  for 
time,  represents  God’s  special  time  for 
those  “doing  time.”  The  purpose  of  the 
ministry  is  to  establish  strong  Christian 
communities  among  the  populations  of 
correctional  institutions.  This  is  done 
through  ecumenical  teams  of  volunteers 
who  put  aside  their  denominational  dif¬ 
ferences  and  give  of  their  time  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  God’s  love  for  everyone,  even  the 
most  hardened  criminals. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  inmates 
have  never  experienced  love  before.  Is  it 
any  wonder  they’ve  ended  up  in  prison? 

Watson  and  other  members  of  the 
Kairos  Main  No.  6  team  gave  of  their 
time  to  share  their  experience  of  God’s 
love  with  some  of  their  brothers  behind 
bars.  One  tangible  sign  of  that  love  is 
the  cookie  ministry  that  is  an  important 
part  of  each  Kairos  weekend.  Each  team 
member  brought  dozens  of  home- 
baked  cookies  to  share  with  men  who 
rarely  taste  home  cooking.  Another 
expression  of  God’s  love  includes  the 


prayers  of  people  literally  24  hours  a 
day  and  around  the  world  for  each 
Kairos  weekend.  Listen,  listen,  love, 
love  are  the  theme  words  as  each  team 
seeks  to  live  out  Jesus’  commandment  - 
"Love  one  another.  Just  as  I  have  loved 
you,  you  also  should  love  one  another. 
By  this  everyone  will  know  that  you  are 
my  disciples,  if  you  have  love  for  one 
another.”  (John  13:  34-45) 


North  Shore  District 

124  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 

E-mail:  nsdumc@compsurf.com 

Rev.  Grayson  Watson 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Richard  Hooton 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Sarah  Willis 

District  Missioner 

Picture  your  church  news  here! 
Send  stories  and  photos  to: 

Rev.  Richard  Hooton 
P.O.  Box  280 
Pearl  River,  LA  70452 
(504)  863-7452 

E-mail:  rchooton@gs.verio.net 
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church  to  move  forward.” 

Lynette  Fields,  a  lay  delegate  from 
Orlando,  Fla.,  said,  “I  wish  I  could  go 
home  with  only  joy  in  my  heart  for  who 
we  are  as  United  Methodists,  but  I  also 
have  deep,  deep  sadness  for  the  pain  of 
exclusion  we  have  experienced  here." 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White, 

Indianapolis,  said  that  while  “we  are 
focused  on  a  point  where  our  church  is 
in  disagreement ...  there  are  many  more 
issues  where  we  are  in  agreement  rather 
than  in  disagreement.” 

Speaking  generally,  the  Rev.  John  Ed 
Athison,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  said  he 
believes  the  conference  “dealt  with  diffi¬ 
cult  and  controversial  issues  in  a  very 
mature  manner,  and  spoke  clearly  and 
decisively  on  these  issues  ...(although) 
tense  moments  ...  brought  much  pain.” 

Act  of  repentence 

A  major  event  of  the  General 
Conference  was  a  service  May  4  that 
included  the  symbolic  wearing  of  sack¬ 
cloth  and  ashes  to  confess  to  the  sin  of 
racism  within  the  denomination. 

The  act  of  repentance,  together  with  a 
call  for  reconciliation,  was  an  attempt  to 
recapture  the  spirit  of  Methodism  lost 
when  some  African  Americans  in  the 
18th  and  19th  centuries  felt  compelled 
to  leave  the  church’s  predecessor  bodies 
and  form  their  own  congregations.  Later, 
delegates  approved  a  constitutional 
amendment  against  racism. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  ecumenical  officer, 
compared  the  lingering  racism  to  “a 
malignancy  in  the  bone  marrow  of  the 
church,”  and  said:  “It’s  high  time  to  say 
we’re  sorry,  and  only  the  General 
Conference  can  do  it.” 

Tradition  in  the  making 

Turning  to  their  heritage,  the  dele¬ 
gates  celebrated  200  years  of  ministry 
of  the  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  (EUB)  and  its  two 
predecessor  bodies.  The  EUB  and 
Methodist  churches  were  united  in 
1968,  forming  today’s  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  the  traditional  “state  of  the 
church”  Episcopal  Address,  Bishop 
Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of  the  Manila  Area 
said  the  bishops  "believe  that  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  people  as  disciples  of  the  cruci¬ 
fied  and  risen  Lord,  and  forming  them 
into  a  community  of  discipleship,  is  the 
most  radically  significant  event  that 
can  happen  to  humanity  and  to  the 
world.”  The  first  bishop  from  outside 
the  United  States  to  give  the  address, 
Nacpil  called  on  United  Methodists  to 
join  in  working  “on  the  side  of  the 
redemptive  against  the  demonic.” 

Jim  Nibbelink  of  Milford,  Ohio,  said 
in  a  Laity  Address  that  tradition  is 
impeding  the  ability  of  congregations 
to  engage  in  active  ministry. 

Tradition  also  creates  separate  tasks 
for  clergy  and  lay  members  instead  of 
bringing  them  together  as  partners  in 
making  disciples,  he  asserted. 

The  visit  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Most  Rev.  George 
Carey,  marked  the  first  time  the  head  of 
the  worldwide  Anglican  communion 
has  visited  a  General  Conference.  John 
Wesley,  father  of  Methodism,  was  an 
Anglican  rector  all  his  life. 


CPT  rejected 

In  a  major  action  related  to  how 
United  Methodism  functions  at  the 
national  and  international  levels,  the 
delegates,  by  a  vote  of  784  to  144,  essen¬ 
tially  scrapped  the  53-page  CPT  report 
that  had  recommendations  for  a  dra¬ 
matic  restructuring  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  However,  many  directions  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  four-year  CPT  were 
referred  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  for  further  consideration. 

Other  actions 

In  other  actions  related  to  internal 
operations  and  resolutions  on  issues  of 
the  day,  the  delegates:  *Voiced  their 
opposition  to  athletic  teams’  mascots 
that  demean  Native  Americans,  such  as 
the  Cleveland  Indians’  "Chief  Wahoo” 
caricature.  They  also  recommended  that 
future  General  Conferences  not  be  held 
in  cities  where  such  sports  logos  exist. 

■  Approved,  for  the  first  time,  lan¬ 
guage  opposing  partial  birth  abortion. 
The  delegates  said  they  “call  for  the  end 
of  this  practice  except  when  the  physical 
life  of  the  mother  is  in  danger  and  no 
other  medical  procedure  is  available,  or 
in  the  case  of  severe  fetal  anomalies 
incompatible  with  life.” 

■  Approved  $20  million  over  the  next 
four  years  for  a  national  television 
advertising  campaign  for  the  church. 

■  Elected  Rodolfo  Beltran  of  the 
Philippines  as  the  first  member  of  the 
Judicial  Council  from  outside  the  United 
States.  Other  new  members  elected  to 
the  church’s  supreme  court  were  James 
W.  Holsinger,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Mary 
Daffin,  Houston;  and  the  Revs.  Larry 
Pickens,  Chicago,  and  Keith  Boyette, 
Fredericksburg,  Va.  The  Rev.  John  G. 
Corry  of  Nashville  was  elected  president; 
the  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins  of  Lincoln,  Neb., 
vice  president;  and  Sally  Curtis  AsKew,  of 
Bogart,  Ga.,  secretary. 

■  Approved  amendments  to  the 
church’s  constitution  stating,  in  essence, 
that  all  people  are  eligible  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  as  baptized  members  of  the  church 
upon  baptism,  and  to  become  profess¬ 
ing  members  “upon  taking  vows  declar¬ 
ing  the  Christian  faith.”  The  amend¬ 
ments  will  go  to  the  annual  conferences 
for  ratification  in  2001.  Other  baptism- 
related  material  was  sent  to  the  General 
Conference’s  Committee  on  Correlation 
and  Editorial  Revision  for  work. 

■  Called  on  the  U.S.  Congress  to 
remove  the  exemption  in  federal  law 
that  allows  parents  to  withhold  medical 
care  to  their  children  based  on  religious 
beliefs. 

■  Funded  several  new  efforts,  includ¬ 
ing  theological  education  in  Europe,  $3 
million;  leadership  and  development 
ministries  among  Korean  Americans, 
$2.9million;  the  Asian  American 
Language  Ministry  Study,  $1.6  million. 

■  Funded  existing  ministries  for 
another  four  years,  including  the 
National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries, 

$3.2  million;  a  global  program  on  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  and  related  violence,  $3.2 
million;  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People,  $3  million;  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century,  $2.1 
million;  ministries  with  and  among 
Native  Americans,  $1.1  million; 
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Attention  churches 

BY  SHIRLENE  SPEARS 

CONFERENCE  RESOURCE  CENTER 

It  was  just  a  few  years  ago  that 
churches  began  to  take  music  copy¬ 
rights  seriously.  Now,  as  more  and  more 
churches  use  multimedia,  it’s  essential 
to  know  the  laws. 

We  tend  to  fast-forward  through  the 
“FBI  Warning”  at  the  beginning  of 
videos,  but  prerecorded  videos, 
whether  purchased  or  rented,  are  for 
home/  private  use  only.  Private  show¬ 
ings  are  considered  to  be  for  a  "normal 
circle  of  family  and  its  social  acquain¬ 
tances.”  All  other  showings  of  home 
videos-such  as  at  church-are  deemed 
“public”  and  “subject  to  copyright  con¬ 
trol.”  The  only  exception  is  under  cer¬ 
tain,  narrowly  defined  instances, 
referred  to  as  “face-to-face  teaching 
activities,”  which  applies  to  full-time, 
non-profit,  academic  institutions  only. 
Because  of  this  full-time  status  require¬ 
ment,  Sunday  schools  and  daycare 
centers  do  not  qualify. 


Are  you  stealing  videos? 

Showing  a  video  without  the  copy¬ 
right  owner’s  authorization  is  a  copy¬ 
right  infringement;  fines  range  from 
$500  to  $20, 000-even  if  you  are  non¬ 
profit  and  didn’t  charge  admission. 

Most  of  the  videocassette  tapes  in  the 
Conference  Resource  Center  are  pur¬ 
chased  with  the  permission  granted,  but 
I  have  found  out  that  there  are  some 
that  fall  under  the  umbrella  policy  if  you 
wish  to  use  them. 

We  have  sent  a  survey  to  see  how 
many  churches  are  interested  in  this 
license  to  see  how  low  I  can  get  the  pur¬ 
chase  price.  If  you  use  videocassette 
tapes  in  any  way  in  your  church  and  are 
interested  in  purchasing  this  annual 
license,  please  fill  out  the  postcard  and 
return  by  June  1,  2000  to: 

Conference  Resource  Center 
Shirlene  Spears 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5700 
E-mail:Shiriene@premier.net 
Any  questions?  Call  (225)  346-1646 
Ext.  228. 


CHURCH  SEEK 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

A  1,900-plus-member  congregation  in  the  New  Orleans  area  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  director  of  Youth  with  limited  responsibility  (5  hours  weekly)  with  the 
Singles  ministry.  Experience  required.  Growing  youth  ministry  with  a  history  of 
strong  full-time  staff  support.  DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  and  a  Cursillo  or  Emmaus 
experience  desired.  Health  and  pension  benefits.  Salary  negotiable  with  experi¬ 
ence. 

Contact:  Rev.  Ramonalynn  Bethleyat  Munholland  UMC,  1201  Metairie  Road, 
Metairie,  LA  70005  or  by  e-mail  at  DrRevRL@aol.com. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Crowley  is  seeking  a  energetic,  Christian, 
part-time  director  ofYouth  Ministries  for  an  average  of  15  hours  a  week.  Send 
resume  to:  FUMC  Youth  Council,  Youth  Director  Postion,  P.O.  Box  1064,  Crowley, 
LA  70527.  Fax:  (337)  783-6703  E-mail:  BoblstUMC@aol.com. 

DIRECTOR  OFYOUTH  MINISTRIES  OR  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OFYOUTH 

Parkway  Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hattiesburg,  Miss,  seeks  a  direc¬ 
tor  ofYouth  Ministries  or  minister  of  Students  for  a  growing  youth  ministry.  Salary 
competitive.  Send  resume  to  Rev.  Willis  Britt,  2420  Hardv  Street,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39401.  Fax  (601)  544-5271.  Office  Phone  (601)  544-7873. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


June 

2-3 

DCYM  (District  Council  on  Youth  Ministry) 

La.  Conference  Center, 

Training 

Woodworth 

3 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

Shreveport 

4-7 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

Centenary  College,  Shreveport 

15-25 

Volunteers  In  Mission 

Nome,  Alaska 

16-24 

United  Nations/Washington,  D.C.  Seminar 

New  York  City,  D.C. 

16-25 

Volunteers  In  Mission 

Santa  Perpetua  Refugee  Center 
Barcelona,  Spain 

18 

Special  Offering  for  Peace  with  Justice 

23-25 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

Mount  Sequoyah, 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

24-July  1 

Volunteers  In  Mission 

Honduras 

25-July  1 

Youth  In  Mission,  Volunteers  In  Mission 

Christian  Alliance/ 

Medical  Bridges,  Houston 

July 

1-9 

Volunteers  In  Mission 

Honduras 

2 

International  Concert-UM  Choir  of 
Friedrichdorf,  Germany 

RayneUMC,New  Orleans 

May  25, 2000 
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Conference 


continued  from  Page  6 


Communities  of  Shalom  urban  min¬ 
istries  program,  $1.1  million;  ministries 
among  deaf  people,  $149,000;  and  pro¬ 
grams  for  older  adults,  $450,000. 

■  Approved  $10.1  million  in  appor¬ 
tionment  funding  for  Africa  University 
in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

■  Approved  $113.1  million  in  appor¬ 
tionment  funding  for  the  churchwide 
Ministerial  Education  Fund. 

■  Heard  praise  for  the  church’s  work 
in  the  Habitat  for  Humanity  program. 

■  Elected  Trudie  Kibbe  Reed,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  the  Rev.  David  Maldonado, 
Denver;  the  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam, 
Wilmore,  Ky.;  and  Charlene  Black, 
Statesboro,  Ga.,  to  the  University  Senate, 
a  peer  review  organization  for  United 
Methodist-related  schools. 

■  Adopted  guidelines  for  Mormons 
seeking  to  join  the  United  Methodist 
church.  Among  other  things,  baptism 
would  be  required. 

■  Called  for  governments  to  outlaw 
the  “ownership  by  the  general  public  of 
handguns,  assault  weapons,  automatic 
weapon  conversion  kits,  and  weapons 
that  cannot  be  detected  by  traditionally 
used  metal-detection  devices.” 

■  Rejected  a  proposal  to  eliminate 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  the  denominations 
Washington-based  social  advocacy 
agency. 

■  Mandated  that  the  governing 
board  of  each  churchwide  agency 
include  at  least  one  member  from 
among  the  three  historically  black 
Methodist  denominations. 

■  Adopted  a  resolution  supporting 
public  education  in  the  United  States. 

■  Approved  a  resolution  counseling 
compassion  for  families  hurt  by  suicide 
and  condemning  physician-assisted 
suicide. 

■  Created  a  churchwide  budget  of 
$545.7  million  for  the  next  four  years. 

■  Projected  cost  for  the  2004 
General  Conference  to  exceed  $5  mil¬ 
lion.  The  Cleveland  session  cost  was 
about  $4  million. 

Delegate  response 

A  few  delegates  chosen  at  random 
were  asked  by  United  Methodist  News 
Service  to  comment  on  the  conference. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Sweet,  Reading, 
Mass.,  said,  “The  church  is  headed  south 
listing  dramatically  to  starboard.  We 
have  desired  to  be  a  global  church,  but 
we  have  allowed  regionalism  to  reign 
(and)  used  Scripture  to  back  up  our 
regional  biases.” 

Ronald  Bretsch,  an  educator  from 
Norwood,  N.Y.,  asked:  "Are  we  speaking 
in  Cleveland  for  the  whole  church  and 


the  advancement  of  God’s  realm,  or  are 
we  speaking  and  working  only  for 
regionalisms  and  local  cultures?  Within 
the  church,  a  closed  canon  seems  to  me 
to  be  antithetical  to  the  Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral,  in  which  reason,  experi¬ 
ence  and  tradition  also  are  foundational 
and  serve  to  inform  our  understanding 
or  interpretation  of  Scripture.” 

The  Rev.  Beverly  L. Wilkes,  Springfield, 
Ill:  “I  will  return  home  feeling  that  I  have 
been  faithful  in  my  promise  to  those 
who  elected  me ...  to  constantly  be  in 
prayer  for  the  healing  of  our  church.  In 
my  heart,  I  feel  healing  will  come.” 

Lynette  Fields,  Orlando,  Fla.,  an  out¬ 
reach  ministries  director:  “I  wish  I  could 
go  home  with  only  joy  in  my  heart ...  but 
I  also  have  deep,  deep  sadness  for  the 
pain  of  exclusion  we  have  experienced 
here  ...  (where)  we  have  chosen  not  to 
extend  the  table  for  our  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual  and  transgendered  brothers 
and  sisters.  God  have  mercy  on  us.” 

The  Rev.  Liam  Jacob  Kane,  one  of  two 
ordained  clergywomen  in  the  Nigeria 
Conference  (both  of  whom  were  dele¬ 
gates):  “We  have  to  tell  the  truth  no  mat¬ 
ter  the  pain  and  emotional  trauma  we 
go  through  (related  to  the  homosexual 
issue).  We  have  to  defeat  ourselves  to  let 
the  truth  of  God  prevail.  We  are  diverse, 
and  for  now,  it  seems,  we  are  in  pain, 
fear  and  confusion.  But  the  joy  is  that  we 
are  going  through  it  together  ...  I  now  the 
Lord  ...  will  see  us  through.” 

Bishop  J.  Lawrence  McCleskey, 
Columbia,  S.C.:  “This  General 
Conference  has  celebrated  many  won¬ 
derful  ministries  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  conference 
leaves  us,  however,  with  a  continuing 
challenge:  learning  to  live  together  in 
genuine  unity  in  Christ  without 
demanding  unanimity.  It  is  essential  to 
our  unity  as  a  church  to  recognize  that 
disagreement  with  the  law  of  the  church 
is  not  in  itself  disobedience  to  that  law. 
Unified  doctrinal  affirmation  does  not 
require  uniform  theological  perspective. 
We  leave  this  General  Conference  with 
the  challenge  to  achieve  that  unity  still 
before  us.”  In  the  closing  worship  serv¬ 
ice,  Oden  said  we  are  living  in  a  time  of 
culture  wars  that  threaten  our  tradition¬ 
al  connection.  “We  are  called  to  be 
bridge  builders  in  a  disconnected  con¬ 
nection.” 

The  2000  General  Conference 
adjourned  just  before  midnight,  May  12. 

The  2004  conference  will  be  held 
April  25  to  May  7  in  Pittsburgh. 

Lear  is  retired  director  of  the 
Washington  office  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Barbara  Murray,  New  Orleans  District  missioner,  on  the  death  of  her  father, 
Rev.  Robert  Murray  (retired,  New  Orleans  District),  April  28.  Services  were  held  in 
New  Orleans  April  30  and  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe,  May  1.  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson,  New  Orleans  District  superintendent  presided  at  both  services. 

Mrs.  Carol  Foreman,  wife  of  Rev.  Brady  Foreman  (retired,  Baton  Rouge 
District),  on  the  death  of  her  brother,  Mr.  Malcolm  Carpenter,  May  3.  His  funeral 
was  held  May  5  in  Jasper,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Peggy  Burgess,  wife  of  Dr.  Robert  Burgess,  pastor,  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  on  the  death  of  her  brother,  Mr.  Edward  Crowmwell  of  Monroe.  His 
funeral  was  held  May  6. 


WORLD  WATCH 


Protesters  not  backing  down  on  Vieques  issue 
BY  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

The  U.S.  Navy’s  removal  of  protesters  from  the  Puerto  Rican 
island  ofVieques  will  not  deter  future  actions,  according  to  two 
United  Methodists  who  have  participated  in  the  protests. 

Andres  Thomas  Conteris,  a  United  Methodist  missionary,  said  in 
a  May  18  interview  he  expects  “people  of  faith  and  conscience  will 
continue  to  take  prophetic  actions  that  will  eventually  lead  to  the  Navy  having  to 
leave  Vieques  and  hopefully  all  of  Puerto  Rico.” 

Through  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  Conteris  has  been  involved  in  the 
efforts  to  stop  the  Navy  from  using  part  ofVieques  as  a  practice  area  for  bombs  and 
other  weapons.  He  had  served  as  a  missionary  in  Honduras  and  currently  is  on 
home  assignment  in  Washington. 

He  arrived  on  the  island  on  May  3,  the  night  before  more  than  200  peaceful  pro¬ 
testers  who  had  set  up  camp  in  the  Navy’s  restricted  zone  —  including  Bishop  Juan 
Vera  Mendez,  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico-  were  detained.  Others  forcibly 
removed  from  the  ecumenical  camp  represented  such  groups  as  the  Puerto  Rico 
Evangelical  Council,  Ecumenical  Coalition  For  Vieques,  U.S.  National  Council  of 
Churches,  IFCO/Pastors  for  Peace  and  Christian  Peacemaker  Teams.  While  federal 
agents  were  at  first  “respectful  and  courteous”  to  demonstrators,  the  group  faced 
threats,  intimidation  and  mistreatment  before  being  released,  Vera  said  during  a 
May  8  press  briefing  at  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  in  Cleveland. 


IN  BRIEF 


Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


CELEBRATION  --  Participants  in  a  service  of  repentance  for  racism  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  2000  General  Conference  in  Cleveland  celebrate  during  wor¬ 
ship.  In  the  service  that  included  the  symbolic  wearing  of  sackcloth  and  ashes,  the 
church  confessed  to  the  sin  of  racism  within  the  denomination.  Standing  from  left 
are:  Bishop  Roy  Sano,  Rhymes  Moncure  and  Byrd  Bonner  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  Bishop  Charlene 
Kammerer  and  William  McClain,  professor  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary.  Seated 
is  Bishop  James  Thomas.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


MILLION  MOM  MARCH  —  United  Methodists  join  the  Million  Mom  March  against 
gun  violence  in  Washington.  Holding  the  banner  are  Dena  Southerland  (left) 
and  Frances  Jett  of  the  churchwide  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  A  UMNS  photo 
©JayMallin. 
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Annual  Conference  'Passing  of  Mantle' 
ceremony  to  honor  12  retirees 


George  A. 
Duerson 


DeWitt  M. 
Ginn 


On  Tuesday,  June  6,  the 
business  session  of  the  2000 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
will  pause  for  a  worship  serv¬ 
ice  called  “The  Passing  of  the 
Mantle”  to  honor  over  372.75 
years  of  faithful  service  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

That’s  the  combined  total 
years  of  service  of  the  12  retir¬ 
ing  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  ministers  being 
honored  this  year. 

During  “The  Passing  of  the 
Mantle”  ceremony,  one  retir¬ 
ing  elder  places  a  liturgical 
stole  on  an  incoming  elder  to 
symbolically  represent  the 
passing  of  leadership  from  one 
generation  to  the  next.  The 
stole,  an  elaborately  embroi¬ 
dered  silk  cloth,  was  created 
for  this  ceremony  and  is  used 
year  after  year  in  this  sacred 
rite  of  passage.  It  is  symbolic  of 
Elijah  passing  the  mantle  to 
Elisha  in  II  Kings. 

This  year’s  retirees  (pictured 
right)  and  their  appointments 
are:  Gloria  Dix  Chapman  (pic¬ 
ture  not  available),  Camphor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge;  Retha  V.  Carrigan  (picture 
not  available),  DeRidder,  Wesley- 
Merryville;  George  A.  Duerson,  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC,  New  Orleans;  Paul  C. 
Durbin,  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  New  Orleans;  William  L. 
Eubanks,  First  UMC,  Hammond; 
DeWitt  M.  Ginn,  First  UMC,  Zachary; 
John  R.  Jolms,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 
Charge;  James  (Jim)  Walter  Jones, 


Paul  G. 
Durbin 


William  I. 
Eubanks 


John  R.  Johns 


James  Walter 
(Jim)  Jones 


James  Lawrence 
(Larry)  Maddin 


M.  Roily 
Walker 


Dan 

Washington  Jr. 


Jackson-Ethel  Charge; 

James  L.  (Larry) 

Maddin,  Lake  Charles 
District  superintendent; 

M.  Roily  Walker,  Trinity 
UMC  (associate), 

Ruston;  Dan 
Washington,  Jr.,  Trinity 
UMC,  New  Orleans;  and 
James  E.  (Jim)  Wilson, 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Harahan. 

Best  wishes  and  have  fun! 


James  E. 
"Jim"  Wilson 


Louisiana  group  visits  Russia 


A  Louisiana  delegation  of 
seven  traveled  to  Ekaterinburg, 

Russia  in  March.  Included  in 
the  group  were  James 
Gillespie,  Rev.  Conrad 
Edwards,  Mike  Turner,  and  Phil 
Boswell  from  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport  and  Rev. 

Doug  Cain,  Mary  Louise 
McCain  and  Monty  Townsend 
from  First  UMC  in 
Natchitoches. 

While  in  Ekaterinburg,  Rev. 

Edwards  and  Rev.  Cain 
preached  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church, 

Ekaterinburg  and  Mary  Louise 
McCain  gave  the  childrens’  ser¬ 
mon.  The  delegation  also  met 
with  church  youth  following 
the  worship  service. 

The  trip  included  a  visit  to 
the  orphanage  supported  by 
the  church  in  Ekaterinburg 
and  participating  with  church  mem¬ 
bers  as  they  worshiped  in  one  of  the 
home  churches.  The  highlight  of  the 
visit  was  sharing  communion  with 
Russian  church  members  on  the  last 
night  before  leaving. 

Construction  is  currently  on  hold  for 
the  new  church  facility  while  a  new  con- 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  recently  vis¬ 
ited  First  UMC,Ekaterinburg.  Pictured  are  (bottom 
row,  l-r):  Rev.  Doug  Cain;  Rev.  Olga  Kotsuba,  pastor 
of  FUMC  Ekaterinburg;  Rev.  Conrad  Evans;  second 
row  is  (l-r)  James  Gillespie,  Phil  Boswell,  Mike 
Turner,  Mary  Louise  McCain,  Monty  Townsend  and 
members  of  FUMC  Ekaterinbur. 

tractor  is  found  to  finish  the  project. 
Current  estimates  are  that  it  will  take  six 
months  to  complete  the  work. 

Please  send  any  contributions  to  help 
purchase  furnishings  for  the  new  church 
facility  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Office  in  care  of  the  Louisiana  Russian 
Initiative,  account  number  4488-E 


Sojourner  Truth  Award  nominations 
sought,  COSROW  luncheon  announced 


The  Louisiana  Conference 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (COSROW)  is  currently  seeking 
nominees  for  the  Sojourner  Truth  Award 
presented  annually  during  Annual 
Conference.  This  year’s  luncheon  will  be 
Monday,  June  5  in  the  Centenary 
College  dining  hall  in  Shreveport . 

Letters  of  recommendation  should 
describe  the  nominee’s  caring, 
Christian  contributions 
to  her  congregation 
and  community  in  the 
spirit  of  Sojourner 
Truth  who  broke  barri¬ 
ers  for  human  rights. 

Rev.  Gail  Bowman, 
author  of  Praying  the 
Sacred  in  Secular 
Settings  and  chaplain  Bowman 


at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans, 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker. 

The  theme  for  the  luncheon  is  “Old 
Memories,  New  Beginnings.” 

Nominations  sought 

Letters  of  nomination  should  include 
the  nominee’s  name,  address  and  tele¬ 
phone  number  and  reasons  for  nomina¬ 
tion.  Mail  to:  “Sojourner  Truth  Award,” 
c/o  Kathleen  Conrad,  107  Kansas  Street, 
Lafayette,  LA  70501.  The  deadline  for 
letters  of  nomination  and  luncheon 
reservations  is  May  27. 

The  luncheon  is  $10  per  person. 
Checks  should  be  made  payable  to 
Louisiana  Conference  with  a  designa¬ 
tion  for  the  COSROW  Luncheon.  Send 
payment  to:  Ruth  Waits,  PO  Box  523, 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base,  LA  71 1 10. 


Rev.  Gail 


Town  &  Country  and  LFAM  &  LP  Luncheon 

During  the  Annual  Conference  lunch  break  Tuesday,  June  6,  there  will  be  a 
Town  and  Country  LFAM  &  LP  luncheon  at  Don’s  Seafood  Restaurant,  located  at 
3100  Highland  Street  at  the  corner  of  Kings  Highway.  There  will  be  three  choices 
of  complete  meals  for  $15.31  per  person,  tax  and  tip  included  . 

Following  the  luncheon,  new  officers  will  be  elected  for  LFAM&LP 
If  you  are  interested,  please  send  your  reservation  request  and  money  to  Rev. 
Wanda  Cosentino,  30102  Stump  St.,  Walker,  LA  70785. 


RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
3900  ST.  CHARLES  AVENUE 

presents 

DR.  LESLIE  GRIFFITHS 

Superintendent/ minister  of  the  Wesley  Chapel  in  London,  England 

leading  a  workshop  on 

“ EXPLORING  OUR  METHODIST  HERITAGE" 


SATURDAY,  MAY  27 
10  a.m.  until  12  noon 
Plan  to  be  present  as  Dr.  Griffiths  shares 
his  unique  perspective  on  the 
history  and  roots  of  Methodism. 

Call  (504)  899-3431  if  you  will  need  child  care. 


Attention: 

Jurisdictional  Conference  Attendees 

Everyone  is  invited  to  breakfast 

When: 

Saturday,  July  15,  at  7:30  a.m. 

Where: 

Sendero  III  Room 

Hyatt  Regency  -  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 

Cost: 

$10  per  person 

Honoring: 

Bishop  Dan  and  Mrs.  Joy  Soloman 

Welcoming: 

Our  new  Episcopal  leadership 

Questions: 

Call  Fred  Loy  at  (225)  346-0073 
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Mission  storv  in  a  changing  world 


Quilting  mission  wraps  at-risk  babies 
in  love,  caring  of  dedicated  women 


BY  KELA  CHAISON 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 


Over  300  babies  in  the  Lake  Charles 
area  have  been  wrapped  in  the  love  of  a 
group  of  dedicated  women  who  com¬ 
bine  scraps  of  fabric  with  a  bit  of  caring 
and  a  dash  of  handiwork  to  create  per¬ 
sonalized  quilts. 

The  At-risk 
Babies  Crib  Quilts 
(ABC  Quilts)  organi¬ 
zation  began  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1988 
after  Ellen  Ahlgren 
heard  the  plight  of 
HIV/AIDS-infected  babies  who  were 
often  abandoned  in  the  hospital  and  left 
to  die  alone.  Ahlgren  set  out  to  provide 
some  comfort  to  the  babies  during  their 
final  days  with  her  handmade  quilts. 

Nine  years  later,  the  ABC  Quilts  pro¬ 
gram  reached  Louisiana  when  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent  Dr. 

Larry  Maddin  spoke  of  the  program  dur¬ 
ing  a  charge  conference  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  DeQuincy.  After 
researching  the  program  a  bit  more, 
church  member  Sue  DeHaven  began 
holding  ABC  workshops. 

Today,  Women’s  and  Children’s 
Hospital  and  Memorial  Hospital,  both  in 
Lake  Charles,  are  the  usual  recipients  of 
the  quilts  DeHaven  and  approximately 

See  QUILTS,  Page  6 


LOVE  AND  COMFORT  TO  YOU 
ABC  Quilts 


HG/ 


t// 


Sue  DeHaven  (above)  displays  her  color¬ 
ing  book  pattern  quilt.  Below  are  some 
of  the  other  quilts  made  by  the  group. 


Johnson  named  director.  Mission  Resourcing 


Fred  Loy,  chair  of  the 
Conference  Ministry 
Team,  and  RenaYocom, 
executive  director, 
Conference  Mission  and 
Ministries,  have  named 
Bernadine  Johnson  as 
the  new,  part-time  direc¬ 
tor  of  Mission 


Bernadine 

Johnson 


Resourcing  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Johnson  will  serve  as  staff  liaison 
between  the  General  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries,  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  and  their  Louisiana  counterparts. 
She  will  also  resource  District  Ministry 
See  JOHNSON,  Page  6 


Laity 'real  Partners 
in  Ministry' at 
Annual  Conference 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Laity  is  excited  about  Annual 
Conference  2000  and  the  events  for  laity 
participation. 

"We  have  been  made 
real  “Partners  In 
Ministry,’’  said  Dr.  Anita 
H.  Crump,  conference 
lay  leader,  as  she 
perused  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report  and 
noted  the  scheduled 
events  and  activities 
with  laity  inclusion. 

Laity  Breakfast  to 
feature  Loy 

The  Laity  Breakfast 
will  be  held  Tuesday, 

June  6,  at  7  a.m.  in 
Centenary’s  South 
Cafeteria.  Fred  Loy, 
immediate  past  confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader  and  executive  director  of 
The  Committee  of  1000,  will  be  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  on  the  lay  theme: 

"Partners  In  Ministry”. 

You  will  not  want  to  miss  this  gather¬ 
ing.  Loy  is  an  involved  layperson  who  is 
a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  chair  of  the 
Conference  Ministry  Team;  a  member  of 

See  LAITY,  Page  7 


2000  Annual  Conference 


kicks  off 
June  4. 
See 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


Reflections  on  General  Conference 


The  lenses  through 
which  we  look 

^rom  1744,  when  John  Wesley  called  a 
group  of  preachers  together  to  discuss 
doctrine  and  mission,  people  of 
Methodist  identity  have  been  gathering 
annually  to  “conference.” 

In  earlier  days,  the  Annual  Conference 
was  focused  more  on  teaching  and  the 
exploration  of  strategies  to  address 
emerging  mission  frontiers.  Since  then, 
the  Annual  Conference  sessions  have 
reflected  a  variety  of  emphases,  includ¬ 
ing  legislation,  preaching  and  worship, 
and  prayer  and  fasting. 

When  we  gather  at  Centenary  College 
for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
2000  which,  of  course,  is  the  first  confer¬ 
ence  we  shall  hold  in  this  new  century,  I 
invite  you  to  be  aware  of  these  five  lenses 
through  which  to  view  our  gathering. 

1)  The  first  lens  is  the  lens  of  heritage. 
So  much  has  changed  so  quickly  in  the 
lifetime  of  each  of  us,  no  matter  our  age, 
that  it  is  tempting  to  think  that  what  is 
true  and  valuable  is  a  product  of  the  time 
in  which  we  live.  We  have  focused  so 
intently  and  frequently  on  the  failures  of 
past  efforts  to  communicate  the  Gospel 
that  we  have  found  it  easy  to  doubt  the 
Gospel  itself.  The  weakness  of  our  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  is  not  a  sign  of  any 
weakness  in  the  Gospel. 

The  good  news  of  God’s  love  in 
Jesus  Christ,  redemptive  and  transfor¬ 
mative,  has  formed  our  life  in  the  past 
and  now  forms  our  life  for  the  future. 
When  Methodist  folk  gather,  we  do  so 
with  the  witness  of  Wesley,  Asbury, 
Otterbein,  Barbara  Heck,  and  others 
pointing  us  to  Gospel  centralities 
amidst  cultural  varieties. 

Our  Methodist  life  has  been  ham¬ 
mered  and  honed  on  the  anvil  of  “the 
faith  lived"  in  the  midst  of  oppression, 
the  migration  to  America,  civil  war,  civil 
rights,  and  civil  religion.  We  did  not 
become  who  we  are  in  just  the  last  few 
days,  and  we  will  not  serve  the  present 
age  if  the  resourcefulness  of  our  life  and 
faith  is  limited  to  today’s  faith  stamina! 

2)  Another  lens  through  which  to  view 
our  life  is  theology.  Methodism  has 
focused  upon  grace  unlimited  and 
unmerited.  We  have  been  a  people  on 
the  front  lines  of  mission  in  eve;y  place 
to  every  people  because  at  the  core  of 
our  theology  is  the  conviction  that  the 
grace  of  God  is  undeniably  present  and 


available  to  all.  We  do  not  have  a  theolo¬ 
gy  that  is  built  of  an  election  system  of 
grace  or  a  merit  system  for  grace.  God’s 
grace  is  free,  unlimited  and  relevant  to 
all!  When  we  do  our  conferencing,  we  do 
so  from  a  theological  perspective  that 
offers  the  hope  to  persons  that  their  life 
and  their  future  have  open  possibilities 
because  of  the  grace  of  God  made  real  in 
the  Jesus  who  said,  “I  have  come  to  make 
all  things  new.” 

3)  A  third  lens  through  which  to  look 
in  on  Methodist  conferencing  is  the  lens 
of  community.  In  fact,  the  Annual 
Conference  is  the  “church  home  com¬ 
munity”  of  the  clergy  whose  church 
membership  is  there.  Beyond  that,  the 
laity  and  clergy  of  the  Annual  Conference 
session  live  together  for  four  days  in  a 
gathering  of  prayer,  Holy  Communion, 
the  study  of  the  Word  of  God,  wrestling 
with  mission  and  ministry  and  focusing 
upon  the  mission  of  God.  As  such,  our 
life  together  is  to  model  “life  in  Christ.” 
We  are  Christ’s  community. 

4)  The  lens  of  connection  also  offers 
us  a  way  to  view  our  life.  Annual 
Conference  symbolizes  and  expresses 
the  way  in  which  we  are  connected 
together.  Our  life  and  mission  are 
shared  in  a  covenant  of  connection.  We 
work  together,  support  each  other, 
journey  together  in  funding  mission 
beyond  our  walls  and  value  together  an 
“apostolic”  clergy  ministry  which  is 
sent  into  fields  of  service. 

5)  We  also  use  the  lens  of  mission. 
From  earliest  days,  Wesley  and  the 
Wesley  followers  focused  on  mission. 
When  John  Wesley  sent  mission  leaders 
to  the  new  land,  he  charged  them  to 
“offer  them  Christ.”  Such  a  mandate  for 
mission  still  marks  our  life.  In  fact, 

United  Methodist  Annual  Conference 
sessions  are  renewing,  inspiring,  and 
motivating  just  to  the  extent  that  they  are 
focused  on  mission.  When  we  get 
focused  on  survival,  rules,  and  power 
plays  that  reinforce  either  clergy  or  lay 
control  we  mm  the  lens  of  mission  into  a 
mirror  of  dysfunction. 

I  am  eager  to  join  you  in  this  forth¬ 
coming  session  of  Annual  Conference. 
May  the  lenses  through  which  we  look 
lead  us  to  the  life  God  can  already  see 


BY  RENAY0C0M 

EXEC.  DIRECTOR,  CONFERENCE  MISSION  AND  MINISTRIES 

Cleveland  was  my  7th  General 
Conference.  Some  portions  seemed  very 
familiar-the  mounds  of 
paper,  the  increasing 
fatigue  as  the  days  pro¬ 
gressed,  and  the  genuine 
desire  of  United 
Methodists  from  around 
the  world  to  make  the 
best  decisions  possible 
for  their  beloved  church. 

There  were  also 
unique  features  of  this  Conference.  The 
most  pronounced  was  the  delegates’ 
commitment  to  unity  and  its  necessary 
sister,  compassion.  Perhaps  because  of 
all  the  rhetoric  before  Conference  about 
a  possible  split,  either  because  of  theol¬ 
ogy  or  perspectives  on  homosexuality, 
persons  came  with  a  conviction  to  listen 
to  one  another,  to  pray  for  discernment 
and  to  follow  the  leading  of  the  Spirit. 

One  of  the  new  Standing  Rules  of  the 
General  Conference  was  #17.8,  which 
was  a  Nondebatable  Motion  “to  take 
time  for  prayerful  discernment  at  the 
immediate  moment.”  This  rule  was 
invoked  several  times  throughout  the 
conference.  The  net  result  was  that 
there  was  no  “win-lose”  votes.  There  was 
no  applause  for  speeches  nor  for  the 
announced  results  of  ballots.  Even  when 
proceedings  were  disrupted/even  when 
there  was  a  continued  2/3  to  1/3  vote 
spread,  there  was  only  listening  and 


mutual  compassion. 

A  second  feature  noted,  was  a 
General  Conference  that  “stayed  the 
course.”  Many  commentaries  have 
been  written  that  this  was  not  a  “radi¬ 
cal”  or  “visionary”  conference.  I  cannot 
comment  on  that  because  I  do  not 
know  their  definitions.  What  I  witnessed 
was  a  commitment  to  keep  The  United 
Methodist  Church  a  “mainstream” 
denomination. 

It  is  true  that  there  was  no  change  in 
the  primary  language  of  the  Discipline 
regarding  homosexuality.  Delegates 
were  not  moved  by  anti-gay  persons 
who  carried  signs  saying  “Thank  God 
for  AIDS,”  and  “God  hates  fags.”  In  fact, 
the  Conference  rejected  any  move  to 
have  pastors  sign  “pledges,”  or  to  create 
See  REFLECTIONS,  Page  7 


Corrections 

In  the  May  25  issue 
we  incorrectly  identified 
the  picture  in  the  article 
on  page  3  entitled 
“Dillard  student  among 
religious  journalism  stu¬ 
dents  receiving  UMCOM 
scholarships.”  The  pic¬ 
ture  (right)  is  actually 
Dillard’s  own  Lori 
Candice  Spradley. 

Also  on  page  3  we  spelled  Jon  Lord’s 
name  incorrecdy  as  John. 

We  hope  these  errors  have  not 
caused  any  harm  or  inconvenience. 
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Louisiana  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

Daily  Schedule 


"I  am  the  Light 
of  the  World." 

John  8:12 


Sunday,  June  4 

2:30  pm  Registration  Opens  -  The  Sub  (Student  Union  Building) 

Photographs  until  7:30  -  R.  E.  Smith  Building 
4:30  pm  Boards/Commissions  meet  as  designated 

7:15  pm  Centering  Our  Hearts  for  Worship 

Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  Chancel  Choir 
7:30  pm  Worship  (Memorial  Service/ Communion) 

Rev.  Harold  Babin,  preaching 

Monday,  June  5 

6:45  am  Sunrise  Devotional  Service 

8:00  am  Communion  -  Brown  Chapel 

7:45  am-1 :30pm  Registration  continues  -  The  Sub  (ends  at  1:30  p.m.) 

Photographs  continue  all  day-  Smith  Hall 
8:45  am  Episcopal  Address 

9:50  am  Witness  1:  Ruston  District 

9:55  am  Board  of  Laity 

UMW 
UMM 
Youth 
1000  Club 

Daughenbaugh  Matheny  Scholarship 
Lay  Speaker  Training 


2:15  pm  Confer  fl  Us 

Witness  6:  Lake  Charles 
Equitable  Comp 
Pensions 

Witness  7:  Acadiana 

Trustees 

CFA 

Archives  &  History 
La  Historical  Project 
Communication 


3:30  pm 

Break 

3:45  pm 

Petitions 

4:00  pm 

UM  Foundation  of  Louisiana 

4:20  pm 

General  Conference 

4:50  pm 

Hospitality /Announcements 

7:30  pm 

Ordination  Service  at  First  UMC 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  preaching 


Reception  for  ordinands  and  retirees  immediately  following  the  worship  service. 

Wednesday,  June  7 

6:45  am  Sunrise  Devotional  Services  -  Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

7:00  am  Ecumenical  Breakfast  -  South  Dining  Hall 

8:30  am  Photographs  continue  until  4:30  pm  -  R.  E.  Smith  Building 


10:45  am 

Break 

8:30  am 

11:00  am 

Study  from  Ephesians 

The  Future  of  the  Church  (Dr.  Craig  Miller) 

8:45  am 

11:45  am 

Announcements 

11:50  am 

Luncheons 

9:30  am 

1:30  pm 

Confer  fl  Us 

Rules 

Witness  2:  New  Orleans 

Nominations 

Witness  3:  Shreveport 

10:10  am 

Awards/Presentations 

10:30  am 

Announcements 

10:45  am 

3:00  pm 

Break/Transition  to  meetings 

3:15  pm 

Clergy/ Lay  Sessions 

7:00  pm 

Centering  Our  Hearts  for  Worship 

7:30  pm 

Worship 

Bishop  Janice  Huie,  preaching 

11:50  am 

Tuesday,  June  6 

12:00  pm 
1:00  pm 

6:45  am 

Sunrise  Devotion 

7:00  am 

Laity  Breakfast 

8:00  am 

Communion-Brown  Chapel 

Photographs  continue  all  day,  Smith  Hall 

1:30  pm 

8:45  am 

Lay  Leader’s  Address 

2:00  pm 

9:15  am 

Witness  4:  Alexandria 

2:20  pm 

9:20  am 

10th  Anniversary:  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

9:25  am 

Report  from  Seminaries 

9:30  am 

Witness  5:  North  Shore 

2:40  pm 

9:35  am 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

2:45  pm 

10:45  am 

Break 

11:00  am 

Retirees:  Passing  of  the  Mantle 

11:50  am 

Luncheons 

1:30  pm 

Study  from  Ephesians 

3:15  pm 

Heart  &  Health  of  the  Church  (Dr.  Craig  Miller) 

3:30  pm 

Gathering  with  Music 

Barbara  Murray,  Pianist 

Mission  Hour:  The  World  is  Still  our  Parish 

(Dr.  Randolph  W.  Nugent) 

Confer  fl  Us 

Witness  8:  Baton  Rouge  District 
Children  and  Poverty 
Shalom  Zone 
Hispanic  Ministries 
"Hands-On”  Mission 
Break 

Confer  fl  Us 

Volunteers  in  Mission 
Restorative  Justice 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Renewal 
Witness  9:  Monroe  District 
Other  Conference  Ministry  Team  Ministries 
Committee  on  Courtesies 
Lunch 

Gathering  with  Music  to  “mime”  by 

The  D  &  R  Praise  Dancers:  Richard  Ruffin  &  Darius  Mackie 

Study  from  Ephesians  -  Dr.  Craig  Miller 
Experience-based  Ministry 
Mission  Institutions 
Church  Extension 

-  PERCEPT/ReVision 

-  North  Cross  UMC 
Other  Business 

Closing  of  Conference  Session 

-  Fixing  of  Appointments 

-  A  Service  of  Sending  Forth  and 
Recognition  of  the  Ministry  of  Dan  and  Joy  Solomon 
Adjournment  of  Conference 

New  Boards  Meet 


Please  pray  for  the  success  of  the  first  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  the  twenty-first  century. 
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Concord  United  Methodist  celebrates  anniversary 

f  nnrnrH  T  TnitoH 


Concord  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Ruston  District  celebrated  its 
110th  anniversary  April  30  with  approx¬ 
imately  150  descendants  of  the  church’s 
79  charter  members  attending  a  Home 
Coming  worship  service  and  dinner  on 
the  grounds.  District  Superintendent 
Jimmie  Pyles  delivered  the  morning 
message. 

Concord’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Paul  Emanuel,  his  brother,  Bob,  and 
sister,  Carol,  presented  the  church  with 
a  baptismal  font.  The  gift  was  given  to 
the  church  in  memory  of  their  father, 
Rev.  Samuel  Percy  “Brother  Percy” 
Emanuel,  and  in  memory  of  their 
mother,  Sara  Grice  Emanuel.  Samuel 
Percy  Emanuel  began  his  ministry  in 
the  Mississippi  Conference  in  1942  and 
served  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
from  1946  to  1980.  The  baptismal  font 
was  built  by  the  Rev.  David  C.  Carlton, 
pastor  of  the  Jonesville-Effie  Charge. 
Emanuel  did  the  finish  work. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  Concord  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  picturesque  rural 


Rev.  Samuel  Paul  Emanuel  (second  from  left)  dedicates  a  baptismal  font  at  Concord 
United  Methodist  Church  in  honor  of  his  parents  during  the  church's  1 10th  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration.  Also  pictured  are  (from  left)  Emanuel's  wife.  Rev.  Elizabeth 
Emanuel;  District  Superintendent  Jimmie  Pyles;  church  lay  leader  A.H."Junior" 
Richardson;  and  the  Emanuels'  son  Jarred. 

church,  had  only  five  members.  When  church  has  a  membership  of  26  with  an 

Emanuel  became  pastor  two  years  ago, 

there  were  18  members.  Today,  the  average  worship  attendance  of  21. 


Volunteers 
participate  in 
national 
clean-up  day 

Arizona  United  Methodist  Church 
observed  the  Great  American  Clean-up 
Saturday,  April  1. 

A  group  of  10  volunteers  met  at  10 
a.m.  to  clean  the  church  and  grounds  as 
well  as  a  section  of  highway  adopted  by 
the  church. 

Arizona  United  Methodist  Church 
was  the  first  organization  in  Claiborne 
Parish  to  adopt  a  highway. 

Following  the  clean-up  session,  vol¬ 
unteers  met  at  the  home  of  Reece  and 
Dorris  Robinson  for  a  picnic  lunch 
amidst  dogwood  trees  and  azaleas  in 
full-bloom.  Participants  included  Jack 
and  Marceil  Cranford,  J.D.  and  Wanda 
Teel,  Curtis  and  Freda  Hinge,  John 
Storment  and  Wayne  Spigener. 


Debt  free 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (left) 
and  Rev.  John  Williams  pre¬ 
pare  to  burn  the  mortgage  as 
part  of  the  dedication  service 
held  at  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
February  13.  The  church 
enjoyed  a  day  of  remember¬ 
ing  the  history  of  a  new 
church  being  formed  and  the 
congregation  making  its  first 
pledge  on  November  5, 1 989, 
"Miracle  Sunday."  After  the 
service  church  members  cele¬ 
brated  with  a  special  meal. 


DMT  hosts  Leadership  2000 


BY  CAROL  STEWART 

The  Ruston  District  Ministry  Team 
(DMT)  presented  a  church  leadership 
training  seminar,  Leadership  2000,  host¬ 
ed  by  Arcadia  United  Methodist  Church 
Feb.  27.  The  event  was  the  result  of 
requests  made  by  churches  in  the  district 
during  discernment  visits  of  the  ministry 
team. 

More  than  140  registrants  participated 
in  workshops  in  the  areas  of  finance, 
worship  and  evangelism,  pastor  parish 
relations,  lay  leaders,  missions,  and  edu¬ 
cation.  Rev.  Barbara  Einsel,  education 


ministries  leader,  provided  information 
and  materials  for  Sunday  School  teach¬ 
ers  at  a  similar  session  in  Ruston  on  Feb. 
26. 

“It’s  about  time  somebody  gave  us 
ideas  about  what  we’re  supposed  to  be 
doing.  I  think  everyone  in  my  session 
was  hungry  to  hear  them,”  one  partici¬ 
pant  stated. 

The  DMT  would  like  to  hear  ideas  and 
suggestions  on  how  to  can  better  serve 
the  community.  To  provide  input,  call 
the  Ruston  District  Office  at  (318)  251- 
2690,  or  contact  Verna  Myers,  Ruston 
District  missioner  at  (318)  251-9245. 


Rev.  Barbara  Einsel, 
education  ministries 


leader,  leads  a  training 
session  for  Sunday 
School  teachers  dur¬ 
ing  Leadership  2000. 


Trinity  United  members  urged  to  spread  the  gospel 


Members  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  were  chal¬ 
lenged  to  become  more  active  participants  in  spreading  the 
good  news  of  the  gospel  during  a  visit  from  Dr.  Eddie  Fox, 
director  of  Evangelism  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

“America  is  the  biggest  missionary  field  in  the  world  today,” 
Fox  said.  “There  is  an  entire  generation  of  people  who  are 
Biblically  illiterate  and  who  do  not  know  they  need  a  savior.” 

However,  Fox  also  noted  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
alive  and  well,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  where  new  churches  are  being  organized  and  built. 
Fox  was  a  guest  speaker  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  March  6 
during  an  "Evening  of  Challenge  and  Hope  for  the  21st 
Century.” 

Also  in  attendance  that  day  was  The  Gap  Band  from 
Monroe,  which  led  a  lively  service  of  contemporary  music  that 
brought  worshipers  to  their  feet. 


Dr.  Eddie  Fox  signs  autographs  following  a  speech  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church's  "Evening  of  Challenge 
and  Hope  for  the  21  st  Century"  held  in  March. 


Ruston  District 
901  South  Vienna 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)251-2690 
E-m,ail:  jpyles@bayou.com 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

District  Superintendent 

Carol  Stewart 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Verna  Myers 

District  Missioner 
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A  tale  of  two  twisters 


BYDALEHENSARLING 

CONFERENCE  DISASTER  RESPONSE  TEAM 

Easter-the  time  we  thankfully 
remember  the  Resurrection.  For  folks 
in  Northwest  Louisiana,  this  is 
poignantly  true,  especially  for  the  last 
two  years. 

On  April  3,  1999,  just  one  day 
before  Easter,  the  entire  region  was 
harrowed  by  a  tornado  raking  its  way 
through  unsuspecting  communities. 
The  devastation  to  life  and  property 
was  monumental  -  from  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Logansport  United 
Methodist  Church  to  the  trashing  of 
the  Benton  United  Methodist  Church 
parsonage-the  tornado  spent  its  fury  in 
the  Shreveport  District. 

A  year  and  a  day  later 

This  past  Easter,  27  tornadoes  fol¬ 
lowing  approximately  six  different 
paths  tore  through  Northwest 
Louisiana  yet  again.  Though  no  loss  of 
life  was  reported,  the  devastation  to 
homes  and  property  was  brutal. 

Especially  hard  hit  was  the  Billy 
Pomeroy  United  Methodist  Camp  at 
Caney  Lake  near  Minden.  Struck  for 
the  second  time  in  less  than  10  years, 
huge  pine  trees  were  laid  out  like  rows 
of  matchsticks  across  the  camp. 

Cabins,  Fellowship  Hall,  and  the  dining 
hall  were  all  heavily  damaged.  Roads, 
trails  and  paths  were  obliterated,  the 
canoeing  and  swimming  areas  trashed. 
Canoes  were  pummeled  and  wrapped 
around  trees  20  feet  in  the  air.  Cabin  8 
was  totally  destroyed,  while  many  oth¬ 
ers  sustained  structural  damage  heavy 
enough  to  jeopardize  the  possibility  of 
repair. 

Rebuilding  after  the  devastation 

The  terrible  destruction  of  homes 
and  property  in  1999  paled  against  the 
havoc  wreaked  upon  those  who  lost 
loved  ones  as  a  result  of  the  melee. 
However,  community  members  leaned 
on  God  and  on  one  another  to  raise 
from  the  carnage  yet  another  witness 
to  the  power  of  resurrection. 

One  year  and  one  week  later,  the 
Palmetto  Park  community  in  Benton 
celebrated  the  rebuilding  of  their 
neighborhood.  Among  those  attending 
the  celebration  were  the  Rev.  Bill  and 
Ann  Moon  of  Benton  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Ann’s  parents  had  settled  in  for  a 
relaxing  afternoon  at  the  Moon’s  home 
visiting  with  friends.  The  room  in 
which  they  sat  was  the  only  one  to 
escape  the  twister’s  devastation.  Upon 
surveying  the  damage,  Ann’s  father  was 
surprised  to  find  everything  in  chaos 


Several  buildings  at 
the  Billy  Pomeroy 
United  Methodist 
Camp  at  Caney  Lake 
near  Minden  were 
destroyed  by  a  tor¬ 
nado  on  Easter 
Sunday.  Assistance 
is  needed  in  repair¬ 
ing  camp  buildings 
as  well  as  at  several 
other  sites  in  the 
area. 

from  what  he  had  thought  was  only  a 
temporary  power  outage.  The  damage 
to  the  parsonage  was  so  severe  the 
Moons  have  spent  the  past  year  living 
in  a  townhouse  in  Bossier  City  while 
the  parsonage  was  rebuilt.  The  Moons 
were  able  to  return  home  in  time  for 
the  anniversary  celebration  and  the 
new  parsonage  was  consecrated  the 
following  week. 

Logansport  a  year  later:  bright  spots 
among  the  bruises 

Though  no  one  was  killed  when  the 
1999  tornado  struck  Logansport,  there 
was  heavy  damage  to  homes  and  busi¬ 
nesses,  including  the  Logansport 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  sanctuary  and 
office  complex  has  been  excruciatingly 
slow  or  non-existent,  according  to 
Pastor  Mark  Strickland.  In  spite  of 
reports  from  construction  consultants 


who  declared  the  building  unsafe  for 
occupancy,  insurance  appraisers  have 
been  unwilling  to  approve  a  settlement 
sufficient  to  ensure  the  future  safety  of 
worshipers  and  their  families. 

Despite  the  frustration,  a  celebra¬ 
tion  was  held  this  past  April  with 
District  Superintendent  William 
Peeples  presiding  at  a  service  of  conse¬ 
cration  for  the  newly  renovated  educa¬ 
tion  complex.  Member  Janine  Laenger, 
says  the  congregation  was  led  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  responding.  The  building 
that  could  have  symbolized  defeat  now 
stands  as  a  tribute  to  victory  with  col¬ 
orful  paintings  splashed  across  the 
walls. 

Caney  struggling  to  open  cabins  for 
summer  camp 

Caney  Camp  Director  Terrell  Lowe 
hopes  to  have  water  and  restrooms 
functional  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  soon 


Children  study  symbol  of  Easter 


The  5th  grade  Sunday  School  class  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  watched  an  Easter  symbol 
come  to  life  this  year. 

Three  weeks  before  Easter,  a  large 
package  arrived  at  the  church  by  mis¬ 
take.  After  reporting  the  mistake  to  the 
company,  church  leaders  were  told  to 
keep  the  box.  Inside  the  package  was  a 
carton  full  of  butterfly  larvae,  or  cater¬ 
pillars,  the  size  of  a  grain  of  rice.  The 
fifth  grade  Sunday  School  class  adopted 
these  "lost”  caterpillars,  fed  them  and 
watched  them  grow  over  the  next  few 
weeks  from  tiny  little  “worms”  to  beauti¬ 
ful  cocoons  attached  to  the  top  of  their 
containers.  The  students  put  the 
cocoons  in  a  large  see-through  box, 
hoping  to  see  the  caterpillars  emerge. 

Easter  morning  arrived  and  there 
were  many  butterflies  attached  to  the 
windows  of  the  box.  When  the  class 
went  outside  to  set  the  butterflies  free, 
some  seemed  to  linger  on  the  hands  of 
students,  reluctant  to  leave  home. 


These  students  will  forever  remem¬ 
ber  the  meaning  of  one  of  Easter’s  sym¬ 
bols.  Just  as  the  earthly  caterpillar  was  in 
a  “tomb”  then  transformed  to  come  to 
life  again  and  fly  from  the  earth,  so  did 
Jesus  and,  these  butterflies  seemed  to 
arrive  miraculously,  just  as  Jesus  did. 


Krista 
Peyton  of 
the  fifth 
grade 
Sunday 
School 
class  at 
Broadmoor 
UMC  sets  a 
butterfly 
free  on 
Easter 
Sunday. 
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Janine  Laenger  and  daughter  Emily 
play  in  the  nursery  of  Logansport  UMC. 


to  enable  work  teams  to  come  to  the 
site  and  assist  in  clean  up. 

“Even  now,”  he  says,  “there’s  an 
awful  lot  of  sticks  to  pick  up.  If  I  can 
get  eight  cabins  and  a  dining  hall  done 
we  can  have  camp.  We  just  don’t  know 
yet.” 

A  call  for  help 

Opportunities  for  disaster  responses 
for  individuals,  groups,  or  local  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  Shreveport  District 
abound.  Urgent  needs  include  individ¬ 
uals  or  teams  with  chain  saws  and  the 
ability  to  remove  fallen  trees.  Teams 
are  also  needed  for  small  repair  jobs, 
including  sheet  rocking,  roofing  and 
damage  assessment  to  houses. 

Individuals,  groups  or  other  church¬ 
es  wishing  to  assist  should  contact  Ron 
Cooper  at  (318)  741-1719  or  Bill  Steiner 
at  (318)  742-7918  for  specific  jobs. 
Those  who  wish  to  volunteer  in  other 
ways  or  need  more  information  may 
call  (318}  752-0778.  Help  is  needed  also 
in  the  Disaster  Service  Centers  and  in 
temporary  centers  in  the  area. 


Shreveport  District 

291 1  Centenary  Boulevard 
Shreveport,  LA  71 1 34 
(318)  869-5729 

E-mail:  jwilson@centenary.edu 

Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
Mary  Jarvis 

Co-district  Communication  Advisors 

Betsy  Eaves 

_ District  Missioner 

We  need  your  church  news! 

Send  stories  and  photos  to: 

Mary  Jarvis  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 

3715  Youree  Drive  4600  Highway  80  E 
Shreveport,  LA  Haughton.LA  71037 

71105  E-mail: 

 or  xpistou@aol.com 


6 


Louisiana  Conference  Noifli 

mamammmmmmm 


June  1,2000 


Quilts 


continued  from  Page  7 


30  other  women  lovingly  create,  as  are  a 
woman’s  shelter  in  DeRidder  and  a  home 
for  unwed  mothers  in  Reeves. 
Occasionally,  the  quilters  receive  special 
requests  from  family  members  or  friends 
of  terminally  ill  children. 

Upon  researching  the  program, 
DeHaven  was  saddened  to  learn  that 
Louisiana  had  more  at-risk  babies-those 
who  are  abandoned,  HIV  infected  or 
exposed  to  drugs  or  alcohol  in  the 
womb- than  any  other  state.  Most  ABC 
Quilt  chapters  submit  completed  quilts 
to  the  home  office,  but  DeHaven  made 
arrangements  to  keep  all  quilts  made 
by  women  in  the  Lake  Charles  area 
close  to  home. 

“I  knew  if  we  sent  the  quilts 
off,  we’d  be  taking  a  chance 
that  maybe  10  out  of  100  would 
get  back  to  Louisiana.  The  only  way 
I  could  be  sure  that  all  of  our  quilts 
stayed  in  Louisiana  was  to  become  an 
area  director,  so  I  got  permission  to  do 
that,"  DeHaven  explained.  “We  have  kept 
all  of  our  quilts  in  Louisiana  and  we  have 
had  great  success  with  the  program.” 

Most  of  the  material  needed  for  the 
quilts  is  donated.  A  local  quilt  shop 
sponsors  a  workshop  one  day  each 
month  so  volunteers  can  stop  in  and 
work  on  quilts  in  various  stages  of  com¬ 
pletion.  Each  volunteer  works  at  her  own 
pace  and  is  able  to  do  the  work  she 
enjoys  most. 

“One  of  the  reasons  the  program  has 
been  so  successful  is  because  there’s  no 
real  timetable  for  completion.  Whenever 
a  quilt  gets  done,  we  get  it  to  someone 
who  needs  it,”  DeHaven  said.  “  Also, 
some  ladies  only  like  to  hand  quilt  while 
others  may  like  to  do  the  embroidery.  It’s 
the  ideal  mission.” 

Since  the  program  started  in 
Louisiana,  several  groups  have  come  for- 


QUILTS 


ward  to  provide  assistance.  The  Merry 
Matrons,  an  embroidery  group  in  Lake 
Charles,  has  donated  embroidered 
squares  and  to  be  turned  into  quilts. 
Members  of  the  Calcasieu  Cut-Ups,  a 
local  quilting  guild,  have  donated  entire 
quilts. 

Recendy,  volunteers  have  been 
branching  out  into  other  crafts  to  add  lit¬ 
tle  variety  to  the  program.  Members  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  are  learning  to  crochet. 

“For  people  who  do  not  quilt,  we  offer 
the  chance  to  make  tiny  caps  and 
booties  for  the  preemie  babies  to  wear 
home  when  they  are  finally  able  to 
leave  the  hospital”  DeHaven  said. 
“We  have  a  pattern,  but  volun¬ 
teers  can  use  any  pattern  as 
long  as  it’s  really  small.  Some  of 
these  babies  don’t  weigh  a  pound.  I 
usually  tell  people,  ‘If  you  can  pull  the 
cap  over  your  fist,  it  will  be  plenty  big 
enough.’” 

DeHaven  is  considering  starting  a  cro¬ 
cheting  group  in  a  local  nursing  home 
for  residents  who  still  enjoy  the  work. 

She  will  also  be  working  with  children’s 
camps  over  the  summer  to  teach  quilting 
to  younger  generations  as  a  craft  project. 

As  with  most  causes,  in  the  end,  it  is 
the  volunteers  who  end  up  feeling  just  as 
touched  and  fulfilled  as  the  family  mem¬ 
bers  of  babies  who  have  received  a  spe¬ 
cial  quilt. 

“It’s  been  so  much  more  far  reaching. 
Many  of  the  women  who  have  gone  to 
church  together  for  years,  but  never  real¬ 
ly  knew  each  other,  have  become  per¬ 
sonal  friends.  They  meet  up  on  a  regular 
basis  and  find  that  they  have  a  lot  in 
common,”  DeHaven  said.  “They’ve  dis¬ 
covered  a  whole  new  facet  to  missionary 
work.  It’s  fun  and  that’s  why  they  keep 
doing  it.” 


Johnson 
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Team  coordinators  for  Outreach, 
Renewal  and  Spiritual  Disciplines. 

Selected  by  the  Conference  Personnel 
Committee  for  her  strong  commitment 
to  mission  and  justice  ministries,  she 
brings  experience  in  prison  ministries, 
spiritual  disciplines  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion. 

Johnson  is  an  attorney  and  since  1990 
has  worked  as  deputy  disciplinary  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  Office  of  Disciplinary  Counsel, 
Louisiana  Attorney  Disciplinary  Board,  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Her  undergraduate  degree 
is  in  sociology. 

Johnson  is  a  diaconal  minister  and 
hopes  to  become  a  deacon  in  full  con¬ 
nection  at  the  2001  Annual  Conference. 


She  is  a  member  of  the  Conference 
Committee  on  Rules  and  Board  of 
Trustees  and  has  been  trained  in  the 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership’s 
Spiritual  Director  Training. 

Johnson  is  active  in  Kairos  Prison 
Ministry  and  Epiphany  Ministry  of 
Louisiana.  She  attends  Francis  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Johnson  began  her  work  at  the 
Conference  Office  May  1 .  She  serves 
approximately  10  hours  a  week  and  may 
be  reached  by  phoning  the  Conference 
Office  in  Baton  Rouge.  Her  e-mail 
address  is  berni46@gateway.net. 

Welcome,  Bemadine! 


Delegates 
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Bob  Burgess,  Clergy 
leader 

I  stand  awed,  amazed 
and  pleased  that  the 
General  Conference, 
diverse  as  the  represen¬ 
tations  were,  prayerfully 
discerned  the  will  of 
God.  As  the  church,  the  “body”  of  the 
conference  did  the  work  of  the  church.  I 
was  pleased  that  the  conference 
acknowledged  a  need  to  provide  ade¬ 
quate  translation  for  persons  of  differing 
languages  and  made  provisions  to  do  so. 

The  entire  experience  was  both  exhil¬ 
arating  and  exhausting.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  needs  to  know  that  we  were 
well  represented  as  “salt  and  light” 
throughout  the  General  Conference,  not 
only  by  the  delegation,  but  also  pages, 
marshals,  even  one  who  became  a  part 
of  the  staff  of  the  secretary  of  the  General 
Conference,  soloist,  choral,  and  liturgical 
dance  presence.  Our  bishop,  Dan 
Solomon,  was  asked  to  sit  in  the  “chair” 
during  the  most  emotional  portion  of  the 
Conference.  We  should  be  rightfully 
proud  of  his  grace,  courage,  compassion 
and  straightforward  leadership. 

Terrel  DeVille,  Laity 

There  was  great  vari¬ 
ance  in  opinion  and 
regional  interests  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  Legislative 
committees.  Yet,  there 
was  a  great  spiritual  atti¬ 
tude  which  prevailed  in 
coming  to  agreements  that  advanced  the 
Church  to  win  disciples  for  Christ. 

The  most  enjoyable  experience  I  had 
was  when  I  had  the  opportunity  to  be  an 
interpreter  for  a  delegate  from  Katanga, 
Africa.  He  did  not  understand  English. 
However  he  had  no  trouble  understand¬ 
ing  my  Cajun  French. 

Don  Avery,  Clergy 

I  would  have  to  say 
that  I  have  been  very 
much  impressed  with 
the  way  that  we  have 
struggled  to  be  tolerant 
and  patient  with  one 
another.  We  have  taken 
time  with  our  non-English-speaking 
brothers  and  sisters  to  be  sure  that  they 
participated  and  understood  what  was 
happening. 

Our  Bishop  went  the  third  and  fourth 
mile  in  trying  to  be  tolerant  with  persons 
protesting  because  of  the  church’s  stance 
on  homosexuality.  Even  those  urging  that 
the  Disciplinary  position  on  homosexu¬ 
ality  be  strengthened  were  moved  and 
grieved  over  Thursday’s  events  [a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  demonstrations,  votes, 
protest  and  arrests  during  the  delibera¬ 


tions  regarding  the  church’s  stand  on 
homosexuality.] 

Lane  Winn,  Laity 

It  was  so  exciting  to 
see  all  the  youth  and 
young  adults  unify  into 
one  body  through  our 
diversity.  We  are  always 
striving  to  be  recognized 
by  the  church.  General 
Conference  did  an  exceptional  job  uplift¬ 
ing  and  empowering  all  of  us. 

William  Peeples,  Clergy 

I  am  bothered  by  the 
continual  exclusion  of 
people  from  the  Lord’s 
Table  while  saying 
“Come.. .on  some  condi¬ 
tion.” 

I  am  filled  with  joy  that 
we  still  have  such  rich  diversity  and  bold¬ 
ness  among  us!  I  was  inspired  by  several 
of  the  services,  sermons  and  songs. 

Sarah  Kreutziger,  Laity 

I  carry  with  me  the 
image  of  hundreds  of 
good  people  trying  their 
best  to  do  the  work  of  the 
church.  I  was  touched  by 
the  real  desire  to  be  one 
body  and  the  shared  suf¬ 
fering  and  compassion  of  Methodists  on 
differing  sides  of  the  issues. 

I  was  surprised  at  how  grueling  the 
process  was,  both  physically  and  emo¬ 
tionally.  Personally,  I  now  have  greater 
confidence  in  the  process  of  how  the 
General  Church  works. 

There  is  a  growing  sense  of  the  need 
for  the  centrality  of  faith  centered  in 
Christ.  This  Conference  reflected  that 
sense  and  moved  us  further  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  This  is  an  opportunity  for  renewal 
and  tremendous  blessing.  For  that,  I  am 
thankful. 

Marie  Williams,  Clergy 

I  have  been  impressed 
with  how  different  we 
look,  how  different  we  talk, 
how  differently  we  think 
and  reason,  and  yet  every 
person  here  loves  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

When  there  was  a  division  over  an  issue, 
all  were  pained  because  of  that  division. 
The  moments  of  prayer  and  worship  were 
especially  important  and  moving. 

Jimmie  Pyles,  Clergy  (alternate) 

This  Conference 
affirms  that  we  are  still  a 
great  and  viable  church, 
handling  our  diversities 
and  keeping  “the  main 
thing  the  main  thing.” 

I  go  home  believing 
we  are  a  committed  people 
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IN  BRIEF 


Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


Bureau's  role  in  spread  of  Indian  casinos  questioned 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  People  from  five  states  came  to  the  nations  capital 
May  24  to  ask  Congress  to  intercede  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
because,  they  say,  the  department’s  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BLA)  is  doing  an  end 
run  around  state  laws,  allowing  tribal  casinos  to  proliferate  unchecked.  The 
National  Coalition  Against  Gambling  Expansion,  led  by  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  Tom  Grey,  organized  the  trip. 

The  citizens  from  Alabama,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Rhode  Island  and  Wisconsin  are 
asking  their  U.S.  representatives  to  put  a  moratorium  on  the  BlA’s  power  to  grant 
tribes  federal  recognition  and  the  right  to  operate  casinos.  The  coalition  cites  what 
it  views  as  the  agency’s  disregard  for  laws  spelled  out  in  the  Indian  Gaming 
Regulatory  Act.  United  Methodists  untangling  rules  related  to  membership. 

Baptism  conflict  , 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  United  Methodists  will  have  to  wait  another  tour 

years  to  resolve  conflicts  in  rules  regarding  baptism  and  church  membership.  The 
churchwide  Board  of  Discipleship  proposed  legislation  to  the  recent  2000  General 
Conference  in  Cleveland  that  would  have  advanced  the  work  of  correcting  contradic¬ 
tions  in  official  documents  about  membership  and  baptism.  However,  the  Judicial 
Council,  the  church’s  supreme  court,  limited  what  could  be  accomplished. 

The  baptism  advisory  committee  of  the  board  wanted  to  bring  the  2000  Book 
of  Discipline,  the  denomination’s  lawbook,  into  as  much  agreement  as  possible 
with  “By  Water  and  the  Spirit,”  the  church’s  official  interpretive  document  about 
baptism,  and  the  church’s  official  baptism  rituals.  However,  the  court  ruled  that 
the  General  Conference  could  not  amend  any  disciplinary  paragraphs  that  had 
already  been  declared  unconstitutional. 


HOLY  WORDS  -  In  the  remote  village  of 
Gubalaftu,  in  the  northern  highlands  of 
Ethiopia,  a  man  reads  scripture.  Residents  of 
Gubalaftu  are  members  of  the  Ethiopian 
Orthodox  Church,  a  member  of  Action  by 
Churches  Together  (ACT),  the  international 
alliance  of  church-based  relief  agencies.The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  also 
a  member,  and  it  is  working  through  the 
Orthodox  Church  and  other  ACT  members  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  more  than  8  mil¬ 
lion  Ethiopians  suffering  from  the  current  drought.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Paul  Jeffrey/ ACT. 


Laity 


continued  from  Page  7 


an  Evangelical  Conference  within  a 
jurisdictional  boundary,  or  have  the 
GCFA  “police”  all  church  expenditures  to 
find  violations  regarding  stances  on  par¬ 
ticular  social  issues.  The  Conference  did 
make  clear  its  care  for  individuals  by 
adding  a  Disciplinary  phrase  imploring 
the  church  “not  to  reject  or  condemn 
their  lesbian  and  gay  members  and 
friends.” 

This  Conference  rejected  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  Report  that 
would  have  created  a  whole  new 
denominational  structure.  They  appreci¬ 
ated  the  work  of  the  team  and  affirmed 
the  principles  which  asks  the  church,  at 
all  levels,  to: 

1)  Center  on  Christian  formation. 

2)  Call  forth  covenant  leadership. 

3)  Empower  the  connection  for  min¬ 
istry. 

4)  Strengthen  global  and  ecumenical 
dialogue  and  relationships. 

5)  Encourage  dialogue  around  church 
doctrine  and  theological  understanding. 

As  if  to  live  out  the  5th  principle, 
among  those  elected  to  the  University 
Senate,  were  the  presidents  of  two  semi¬ 
naries  who  have  very  differing  perspec¬ 
tives-  on  both  theology  and  ethics— Illiff 
and  Asbury.  Delegates  elected  the  first 
international  member  to  the  Judicial 
Council.  Also  elected  was  a  woman  who 
has  been  outspoken  against  homosexu¬ 
ality  as  well  as  the  man  who  served  as 
counsel  for  the  Gregory  Dell  trial  in 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Kenneth  Doyle  Volen tine,  husband  of 
Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine,  pastor, 

DeQuincy  UMC,  on  the  death  of  his 
father  May  21.  He  was  buried  May  22  in 
Grayson. 

Rev.  Obie  Southall,  pastor  or  St.  Paul 
UMC  in  Cheneyville,  on  the  death  of  his 
sister,  Ms.  Ollie  Southall  May  22.  Her 
funeral  was  held  in  Napoleonville. 

Rev.  Paul  Carroll,  retired  (Shreveport 
District),  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  Mr. 
Earl  Carroll,  May  24.  His  funeral  was 
held  in  Winnfield. 

Mrs.  Mary  Poole,  wife  of  Dr.  Frank 
Poole,  retired  (Baton  Rouge  District),  on 
the  death  of  her  father,  Dr.  Arthur  Lewis. 
His  funeral  was  held  May  26  at 
University  UMC  in  Oxford,  Miss. 

the  family  of  Mrs.  Blanche  Olson, 
surviving  spouse  of  Rev.  Luther  Booth, 
on  her  death  May  24.  Her  funeral  was 
held  May  27  at  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 


Illinois. 

The  Conference  added  to  the  mission 
statement  of  the  UMC,  clauses  that 
affirm  “Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Savior  of  the  world  and  the  Lord  of 
all,”  and  which  also  declare  respect  for 
persons  of  all  religious  faiths  and  call  for 
the  defense  of  religious  freedom. 

A  final  observation  is  that  this  was  a 
Conference  committed  to  a  representa¬ 
tive  ministry  for  all  God’s  children.  While 
keeping  the  same  total  number  of  dele¬ 
gates,  they  changed  the  criteria  for 
determining  the  number  of  delegates 
from  an  annual  conference.  This  will 
decrease  the  number  of  persons  from 
the  Northeastern  and  Western 
Jurisdictions,  which  have  given  us,  tradi¬ 
tionally,  our  more  socially  liberal  con¬ 
science.  It  will,  however,  increase  the 
number  of  persons  from  the  larger  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  Southeastern  and  South 
Central  Jurisdictions,  including 
Louisiana,  and  will  increase  the  number 
of  persons  from  the  Central  Conferences 
(Europe,  Africa,  the  Phillipines).  We  will, 
in  2004  in  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  look  more 
southern  and  more  global  and  conse¬ 
quently,  be  a  conference  of  many  lan¬ 
guages. 

These,  I  think,  are  simply  examples  of 
a  General  Conference  that  wants  to  “stay 
the  course,”  be  loving  and  compassion¬ 
ate,  and  continue  to  be  in  dialogue  with 
one  anodter.  What  a  joy  it  is  to  serve 
Christ  through  this  great  denomination. 

General  Conference 
by  the  numbers 

BY  SUSAN  PEEK 

NEWSCOPE 

Delegates  -  992 

Items  sent  to  the  petition  secretary  - 
14,000 

Pieces  of  legislation  passed  -  1,578 
(several  proposals  are  grouped 
together) 

Hours  spent  in  plenary  sessions  -  69 
Hours  in  committees  -  36 
Arrests  -  221 

Visiting  the  prayer  center  -  1,145 
Pages  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  - 
2,564 

Cookies  prepared  -  250,000 
Dollars  budgeted  for  the  event  - 
3.5  million 

Dollars  spent  -  ?  (still  tabulating) 

Taxis  hailed  -  1,050 

Tables  on  plenary  floor  -  180 

Feet  from  presiding  officer  to  back  row  - 

220 

Miles  of  network  computer  cables  -  3 
Unanimous  votes  -  0 


the  General  Commission  on 
Communications  (UMCOM)  and  a  lay 
delegate  to  the  1996  and  2000  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

Proceeds  realized  after  the  cost  of  the 
breakfast  will  be  given  to  the 
Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund.  Leroy  Crump  is  the  chair  for  the 
breakfast  and  program  participants 
include  Jane  Blackwell,  Nicholas  Jordan 
and  Jim  Anderson. 

Laity  pictures 

For  the  first  time,  laity  will  be  includ¬ 
ed  with  clergy  in  the  Pictorial  Directory 
that  is  compiled  every  four  years.  Lay 
Delegates  are  urged  to  sign  up  a  picture 
appointment  at  registration. 

Lay  delegates  will  receive  the 
Guidebook  for  Lay  Members  to  the 
Annual  Conference  at  registration  which 


should  be  carefully  studied  and  used. 

Laity  information  and  reports  will  be 
given  and  shared  on  Monday,  June  5 
during  the  morning  Plenary  Session  and 
at  the  Lay  Session  Monday  afternoon. 
Also  during  this  session,  laity  will  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  dis¬ 
trict  lay  leaders. 

Laity  to  lead  devotional  services 

Laity  devotional  services  will  be  held 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of 
Annual  Conference  at  6:45  a.m.  in  the 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater  (amphithe¬ 
ater).  Join  us  and  begin  your  day  with 
spirited  music,  prayer  and  a  message. 
John  Porter  is  chair  for  the  devotional 
programs. 

Yes,  Louisiana  laity  will  proclaim  that 
“Jesus  Is  the  Light  of  the  World”  in  all  of 
laity  Annual  Conference  presentations. 
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La.  delegates  reflect  on  GC  2000 


Anita  H.  Crump, 

Delegation  leader  and 
Lay  leader 

My  memory  [of 
Genera]  Conference]  is 
one  filled  with  Christian 
exhilaration.  I  have  been 
able  to  experience  the 
true  connectionalism  and  globalization 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  which 
brought  delegates  from  around  the 
world  speaking  in  their  native  tongues 
(languages),  attired  in  their  native  garb 
and  participating  fully  in  the  delibera¬ 
tions.  I  have  seen  how  generous  United 
Methodists  are  in  supporting  missionary 
opportunities. 

The  Service  of  Repentance  and 
Reconciliation  was  awesome,  touching, 
and  filled  with  love.  It  was  a  well- 
planned  evening  which  focused  upon 


the  wrongs  which  have  been  inflicted 
upon  African-Americans.  I  could  feel 
and  attest  to  the  sincerity  which  was  dis¬ 
played  by  those  who  have  previously 
inflicted  hurt. 

I  want  every  United  Methodist  in 
Louisiana  to  know  that  the  delegates 
spent  eleven  grueling  days  of  deliberat¬ 
ing  and  legislating  to  come  up  with  the 
best  language  possible  for  The  Book  of 
Discipline  and  The  Book  of  Resolutions 
which  will  be  enacted  by  all  United 
Methodists  during  the  2001-2004  qua- 
drennium. 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  is  held  in 
very  high  esteem  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  He  was  applauded  with  a 
standing  ovation  for  his  ability  to  preside 
during  the  most  controversial  sessions 
of  our  General  Conference. 

See  DELEGATES,  Page  6 


Couple  renews  vows  in  Israel 
celebrating  62  years  of  marriage 


From  March  25 -April  9,  Milford 
and  Sarah  Thiel  of  Evangeline  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  joined  with  23  other 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  on  a 
trek  to  Israel,  the  West  Bank  and  the 
Gaza  Strip.  The  mission  team  labored 
at  Prophet  Elias  College  in  Ibellin, 
Galilee,  painting 
and  repairing  the  ^ 
school  that  wel-  * 

comes  Palestinian  ^ 

Christians,  * 

Moslems  and  Israeli  > 

Jews  in  an  educa¬ 
tion  of  solidarity. 

As  an  added  joy 
while  in  Israel,  the  team  gathered  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thiel  on  the  banks  of  the 
Jordan  River  to  renew  the  couple’s  mar¬ 
riage  vows.  The  Thiels’  have  been  mar- 


Milford  (left)  and  Sarah  Thiel  renew 
their  vows  with  Rev.  Larry  Norman 
presiding. 

tied  for  62  years!  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman, 
director  of  Louisiana  VIM,  officiated  at 
the  ceremony. 


VIM 


Attention: 

Jurisdictional  Conference  Attendees 

Everyone  is  invited  to  breakfast. 

When: 

Saturday,  July  15,  at  7:30  a.m. 

Where: 

Sendero  III  Room 

Hyatt  Regency  -  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 

Cost: 

$10  per  person 

Honoring: 

Bishop  Dan  and  Mrs.  Joy  Soloman 

Welcoming: 

Our  new  Episcopal  leadership 

Questions: 

Call  Fred  Loy  at  (225)  346-0073 

Kelley  named  outstanding 
UMM  layman 

BY  TOM  ROBERTSON 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  CENTER 


WOODWORTH,  La.-It  is  common 
knowledge  that  many  United 
Methodist  groups  hold  retreats  and 
events  here  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center.  After  all,  the  chief 
purpose  of  the  center  is  to  be  a  gath¬ 
ering  place  for  United  Methodists 
and  others  to  worship,  plan,  learn 
and  relax. 

On  the  weekend  of  April  28-29,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  held  its  annual 
retreat  here.  Left  in  my  mailbox  after 
the  retreat  was  the  following  poem: 


A  Weekend  With  God  and  Larry  Malone 
Methodist  men  worshiped  around  the  fire 
Their  mission:  To  share  and  each  other  inspire. 
Songs  were  sung  with  vigor  and  feeling, 
Testimonies  were  powerfid  and  very  revealing. 

The  love  of  God  was  shared  by  each  man, 

We  prayed  for  strength  to  accomplish  His  plan. 
Each  man  searched  his  own  private  soul, 

And  talked  with  his  partner  til  secrets  were  told. 
Repair  came  to  spiritual  parts  that  were  broken, 
When  men  shared  thoughts  never  before  spoken. 
Methodist  men  became  enthused  and  excited; 

They  departed  with  a  mission  to  be  truly  united. 
Jesus’  words  were  expressed  by  Larry  Malone: 

‘“I  am  with  you  always’.  We're  never  alone. 

When  in  life  we  feel  lonely  in  our  uncertain  search, 
Turn  to  God  and  the  men  of  our  united  church." 


Jay  Hinkley  (right),  outgoing  UMM  pres¬ 
ident,  presents  the  2000  Charles 
Goodgame  Award  for  Outstanding 
Layman  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  to 
Joe  "Has  anyone  told  you  they  love  you 
today?"  Kelley,  incoming  president  of 
the  group. 


The  poem  was  written  by 
Joe  Kelly,  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  and  a  true 
servant  of  Christ.  His  words 
reflect  how  wonderful  it  is 
to  “retreat”  to  the  quiet  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center. 

Note:  Larry  Malone  is 
director  of  men’s  ministry 
for  the  General  Commission 
on  United  Methodist  Men  in 
Nashville,  and  was  the 
retreat  leader. 
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Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


Wear  red;  get  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 

Rev.  Hadley  R.  Edwards,  pastor,  and  Rev.  David  A.  Gilmore,  ministries  assis¬ 
tant,  and  the  members  of  Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans  cordially  invite  every¬ 
one  to  a  highly-spirited  (and  they  do  mean  HIGHLY-SPIRITED)  Pentecost 
Celebration  on  Sunday,  June  11  at  4  p.m.  The  theme  is  “Fill  us  with  the  Holy 
Spirit”  and  everyone  is  asked  to  wear  red  or  red  accents.  Jimmy  Lee  Brown, 
Bethany’s  minister  of  music,  will  lead  a  mass  choir  of  six  participating  church¬ 
es.  Don’t  miss  the  joyful  singing,  the  Algiers  Brass  Band,  a  balloon  launch  and 
great  food.  The  church  is  located  at  4533  Mendez  Street.  Call  Karen  Martin  at 
(504)  525-8726  or  Zon  Pickens  Dumas  at  (504)948-9009  for  details. 

Handbell  choir  coming  to  Shreveport 

Internationally-recognized  RALEIGH  RINGERS  will  perform  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  Tuesday  June  20  at  7  p.m.  in  Anderson  Hall.  Tickets  are  $7. 
The  group  is  an  community  handbell  choir  of  auditioned  musicians.  They 
perform  many  kinds  of  music  with  drill-team  precision  on  more  than  100 
beautiful  bells  in  motion.  For  more  information  contact  Mary  Caldwell,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Music  Ministries,  or  Mary  Jarvis  at  Broadmoor.  (318)661-0586.  The  Web 
site  address  is  www.broadmoorumc.org. 
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Annual  Conference  2000: 


Delegates  say  good-bye  to 
Solomons,  look  toward  mission 


BYRENAYOCOM 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR, 

CONFERENCE  MISSION  AND  MINISTRIES 

During  Annual  Conference  2000  held 
June  4-7  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
gave  thanks  to  and  celebrated  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  who  has 
challenged  and  led  the  conference  in 
new  forms  of  mission  and  spiritual 
renewal  for  the  last  four  years. 

The  Conference  considered  its  min¬ 
istry  for  the  future  through: 

•  studies  led  by  Rev.  Craig  Miller, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  based  on 
his  new  book,  NextChurch.Now, 

•  a  missional  challenge  from  Dr. 
Randolph  Nugent,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  who  affirmed  “The 
World  is  Still  our  Parish;” 

•Vista  2000  and  Revision,  programs 
and  resources  available  through  PER¬ 
CEPT; 

•  a  newly  created  Conference 
Restorative  Justice  Ministry. 

We  also: 

1)  acknowledged  apportionments 
reached  the  94.54  percent  mark,  which 
represents  the  highest  percentage  paid  in 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon 

recent  recorded  history; 

2)  focused  new  efforts  in  the  Bishops’ 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  by  a) 
announcing  an  emphasis  on  “Families  in 
Crises;  Families  in  Faith,”  b)  collecting 
kits  for  Mission  In  Motion  which  would 
assist  families  in  crises,  and  c)  celebrat¬ 
ing  families  in  a  worship  service  led  by 
Bishop  Janice  Huie  (Arkansas  Area)  in 
which  eight  churches  offered  their  min¬ 
istries  as  “A  Church  for  All  God’s 
Children;” 

3)  ordained  seven  elders,  two  deacons 
in  full  connection,  two  deacons  as  asso- 

See  CONFERENCE,  Page  6 


Crews  named 
to  lead  district 


Pam  Crews 


missioners 

Fred  Loy,  chair  of  the  Conference 
Ministry  Team  and  Rena  Yocom,  execu¬ 
tive  director  for  Mission  and  Ministries 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  have 
announced  that  Pam 
Crews,  Alexandria 
District  missioner,  has 
been  named  part-time 
conference  coordinator 
for  district  missioners. 

Crews  will  resource 
the  district  missioners 
by  scheduling  their 
training  events,  meetings  and  linkages 
with  other  resource  persons.  She  will  be 
the  liaison  between  the  Conference 
Ministry  Team,  the  Conference  Office 
and  the  missioners.  She  will  oversee 
the  Conference  Human  Resource  Data 
Bank  as  needed  to  provide  for  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  services  to  the  district  teams. 

As  a  district  missioner,  Crews 
knows  the  blessings  and  challenges 
of  Louisiana’s  renewed  emphasis  on 
district  and  local  church  empower¬ 
ment.  Through  this  coordinating 
role,  she  will  assist  all  districts  and 
district  missioners  in  facilitating  “one 
church  at  a  time.” 


Fund  grant 


St.  Mark's  Community  Center  receives  Millenium 


St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church 
and  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans  has  received  a  $512,000 
Millenium  Fund  for  Mission  grant  from 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
mission  agency  for  the  9.5-million- 
member  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  grant  will  help  fund  a  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  to  renovate  the  church 
and  sanctuary  and  to  build  a  new  satel¬ 
lite  facility.  The  comprehensive  plan  is 
aimed  at  transforming  Treme,  the  inner 
city  neighborhood  where  St.  Mark’s  is 
located.  The  Treme  neighborhood  is 
America’s  oldest  African-American 


community  and  has  been  the  center  of 
significant  economic,  cultural  and 
political  events  for  the  past  two  cen¬ 
turies.  A  building 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  is  a  jn  the 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  national  Treme 

mission  institution.  The  expansion  of  neighbor- 
the  center  will  benefit  more  than  7,500  hood  is 
children  and  youth  in  the  community.  being 
The  conference  is  seeking  other  fund-  refur- 
ing  partners,  including  government  bished  as 

and  foundations,  to  share  in  the  $7.2  one  of  St. 
million  cost  of  the  project.  Mark's 

In  accepting  the  grant,  Rev.  Greg  training 

See  ST.  MARKS,  Page  6  projects. 
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Appointments  for  2000-2001  annnounced 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon  affirmed  the  following  appointments  at  the 
closing  of  Annual  Conference  2000  June  7  at  the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport: 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 


mm 


District  Superintendent 


ZfSJ 

Terry  C.  Willis 


Abbeville-Pecan  Island 
Bayou  Blue 
Berwick,  First 
Dulac,  Clanton  Chapel 
Franklin: 

Asbury 

First-McGowen 

Trinity 

Houma: 

First 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 

Jeanerette: 

St  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt  Zion 
St  Peter-Mallalieu 
Lafayette: 

Asbury 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate/ULL  Campus  Ministry 
Church  of  the  Covenant 
First 

Immanuel 

Northwood 

Lydia 

Mathews,  Memorial 
Melville-Palmetto 
Melville,  St  James 
Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel 
Walmsley-Mason 
Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 
New  Iberia: 

First 

St  James-Briggs-Mt  Zion 
New  Roads,  First-Rosedale 
Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial 
St  Mark 
Patterson 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie, 
Wilson  Mem. 

Scott  Chapel-St  Paul 
St  Paul 
Thibodaux: 

Calvary 

First-Vadierie 

Magnolia 

Wiley-Green  Chapel 


John  LVining 
Curtiss  D.  Eden 
(David  L  Bricker  FL) 
(Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PL) 


4 

3 

2 

12 


T.B.S. 

Burton  F.  Blair  3 

(Barry  A.  Whittington  PL)  I 

Timothy  E.  Lawson  3 

(Madeline  M.  Mitchell  PL)  4 

(Ross  W.  Genger  FL)  2 

(Fulton  A  Raymond  RA)  14 
Erica  R.  Jenkins  PM  2 

T.  Edward  Boyd  3 

Gregory  G.  Mann  PE  2 

(Ann  C.  Sutton  FL)  2 

Ira  M.  Robinson  RM  6 

(Ashley  L  Mann  FL)  I 

W.  Ralph  Ford  4 

W.  Spiller  Milton  2 

Rodney  D.  Wooten  3 

Darryl  A  Tate  3 

(Robert  W.  Cormier  PL)  10 

J.  Vernon  Fairley  RM  2 

Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RM  3 

(Marguerite  D.  Jenkins  PL)  3 

T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr.  PM  3 

(Dan  Washington,  Jr.  RL)  12 

(Albert  Holland  FL)  22 

Michael  D.  McLaurin  6 

(Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  FL)  2 

(R.  Donald  Gentry  FL)  12 

K.  Dale  Hensarling  I 

Davis  W.  Clark  PE  4 

(L  John  Locascio  FL)  4 

(Terry  Lindsey  PL)  2 

(Diane  Bentley  PL)  I 

Clifton  Williams  Of  I 

(Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  PL)  9 

Wybra  J.  Price  II  5 

(Joseph  Holland  PL)  9 

(Carolyn  G.  Ross  PL)  2 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

mm 

William  L  Youngblood 

Alexandria: 

First 

Roy  T.  James 

Associate 

(Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell  FL) 

Horseshoe  Drive 

R.  Don  Ross 

Newman 

(Ernest  E.  Scott) 

St  Mark’s 

(Obie  J.  Southall  RL) 

Trinity 

C.  Frances  Hooton 

Wilton 

T.B.S. 

Atlanta 

.  T.B.S. 

Ball 

Bethel 

Boyce: 

Boyce,  First-MacArthur  Drive 
Lahey  Chapel-Sieper 
Union 
Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Trinity- 

White's  Chapel 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice 
St.  Paul-Mt.  Zion 
Cheneyville,  St.  Paul 
Colfax,  First 
Couley 
Eden 

Glenmora-Hineston,  Fellowship 
Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 
Jonesville-Effie,  Oak  Grove 
Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 
Marksville-Evergreen-Simmesport 
Marthaville-Beulah 
Melder,  St.  Mark’s 
Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 
Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 

College  Avenue-Provencal-Weaver 

First 

Associate 

Associate/Northwestern  Camp.  Min. 

Oak  Grove 

Olla-Urania 

Palestine 

Pineville: 

First 

Pleasant  Grove 
Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley 
Pollock-Liberty  Chapel 
Sanders  Chapel-Strange 
Trout,  Justiss  Memorial 
Winnfield 


T.B.S. 

(George  A.  McVay  RA) 


5 


(William  K.  McDonald  PL)  3 

(Glinda  M.  Doucet  PL)  8 

(Dianne  Allen  PL)  I 


Doug  Milliron 

Frank  G.Vount  OF 
T.B.S. 

(Obie  J.  Southall  RL) 
(James  W.  Reid  FL) 
T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

Richard  C.  Hooton 
Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr. 
(David  Carlton  FL) 
Charles  Skinner  Of 
(Emily  R.  Winbery  FL) 
T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

(James  R.  Walker  PL) 


James  A  Graham 
(Hugh  Don  Davis  FL) 
Douglas  L  Cain 
James  M.  Poole  RM 
(Ellis  Newman  FL) 
Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr.  OF 
(Gloria  Youngblood  FL) 
J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

J.  Roddy  Taylor 
(George  A  McVay  RA) 
(James  E.  Ray,  Sr.  FL) 
(Bryant  Gore  RL) 

T.B.S. 

John  R.  Johns  RM 
Barry  Hoekstra 


13 

( 

9 

6 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


®1& 


District  Superintendent 


Leslie  P.  Norris 


Baker: 

Blackwater 

Associate 

First 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Camphor  Memorial 

Evangeline 

First 

Associate 
Associate 
Francis  Asbury 
Hughes  Memorial 
Ingleside 
Jefferson 

Jordan-Maringouin,  St  Peter 
Neely 

St.  Andrew's 
Associate 
St.  John’s 


Mark  R.  Martin 
(Ross  Ford  PL) 

Thomas  E.  Dolph 

Robert  L  Burgess 
Kenneth  M.  Carroll 
S.  Brian  Yeich 
Donald  J.  Hall  RM 
Roger  D.  Lathan 
(Robert  L  Ross  FL) 
Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Van  A.  Stinson  PM 
Jan  Holloway  PE 
(Bill  Strawbridge  FL) 
William  J.  Miller 
(Joe  Donakey  FL) 

Carol  S.  Winn 
Clarence  L  Hillard 
Arnold  V.  Brown 
H.  Steve  Stephens 
Elizabeth  Love  PE 
Donald  R.  Avery 
(Elizabeth  Wyatt  FL) 


2 

1 

2 

3 

10 

2 

1 
9 
3 
12 

2 
2 

1 

31 

2 
7 
13 
9 
t 

1 

2 
5 


St.  Luke’s 
St.  Mark 

St.  Paul-Deerford 

University.  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
Associate 

Associate/LSU  Campus  Ministsry 

Wesley 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek 
Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul 
St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel 
Convent,  St.  James 
Donaldsonville: 

Donaldsonville,  First-Lutcher 
St,  Peter-Belle  Rose,  St.  James 
Galvez,  Carpenter’s  Chapel 
Gonzales,  First 
Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 
Jackson-Ethel 

Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzales,  St.  Landry 
Maringouin,  Shiloh-Lejeune 
Plaquemine: 

First 

Grand  River 
Hurst-St.  Luke 

Port  Allen,  Scott-Rosedale,  Hartzell 
Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel 
Pride,  Bethel 
St.  Amant: 

Faithful 
New  River 
St  Francisville 
Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 
Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord 
Tunica 

Watson,  Andrew  Chapel 
Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 


Stephen  C.  Fleming 
Joseph  D.  Awotwi  PE 
Frank  B.  Akin 
Kenneth  W.  Irby 
Roger  H.  Templeton 
(Shawn  Anglim  FL) 

E.  Andrew  Goff 

J.  Penn  Morgan 
(Henry  Louis  Jones  PL) 
Laurence  E.  Hall  RM 
(Gaynell  Pittman  PL) 

(William  V.  Turner  PL) 
(James  N.  Kirk  FL) 

Chris  A.  Blanchard 
Gary  Don  Willis 
Ellen  B.  Montegudo 
David  j.  Sheehan 
(Gregory  McClay,  Sr.  PL) 
(Curtis  Johnson  PL) 


10 

4 

2 

I 

6 

I 

5 
I 

10 

3 


Donald  R.  Morgan  2 

(Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  PL)  2 

(Thomas  A.  Wesley  PL)  17 

(Ulysse  Stephens)  7 

Angus  L  Carruth  RM  8 

(William  McLain  FL)  2 

Jeffrey  C.  Duke  I 

(Roger  Mosher  PL)  3 

(Harold  B.  Babin  FL)  29 

(L.  Darwin  Brecheen  PL)  12 

T.B.S. 

(Michael  Miller  SP)  3 

George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr.  6 

(Demetric  Slaughter  PL)  2 


Zachary: 

First  Alan  Einsel 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove-Mt.  Carmel  (Willie  Laws  PL) 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

wsm 

District  Superintendent  M.  Douglas  Ezell  1 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 

Gary  LVan  Horn 

1 

Church  Point-Iota 

(Fred  M.  Fraser) 

9 

Crowley: 

first 

Robert  E.  Hollis 

2 

Wesley 

T.B.S. 

DeQuincy 

Carolyn  B.  Volentine 

3 

DeRidder: 

first 

Jon  E.  Tellifero 

4 

Wesley 

James  C.  Skinner  RM 

1 

Ebenezer-Branch 

Cage  M.  McLemore  RM 

S 

Eunice,  First-Pine  Prairie 

(Jennie  W.  Brouillette) 

1 

Fairview 

T.B.S. 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck 

(William  R.  Boyd  PL) 

4 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

James  R.  Schaub 

9 

Hopewell-Pine  Grove 

(Mark  S.  Theriot  PL) 

S 

Iowa 

David  R.  DeWitt 

8 

Jennings 

J.  Richard  Scott-Welch 

3 

Kinder-Elizabeth 

Lisa  E.  Lucas  PM 

2 

Lake  Charles: 

First 

Douglas  B.  deGraffenried 

2 

Associate 

Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  RM 

1 

Pastor  Emeritus 

Carl  F.  Lueg  RM 

21 

Oak  Park 

Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 

7 

St.  Luke-Simpson 

James  H.  Humphreys 

8 

University 

Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

3 

Warren 

William  M.  Elliott,  Jr.  OF 

1 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

3 

Korean 

T.B.S. 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskin  Chapel 

(Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr.  PL) 

8 

Associate 

(Lee  Eckerle  PL) 

1 

Merryville 

(Kari  Ifland  PL) 

1 

Moss  Bluff 

Daniel  P.  Gleason 

4 

Oakdale 

Elizabeth  M.  Northen  PE 

2 

Oberlin-Basile 

(Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir  PL) 

8 

Raymond-Elton 

(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 

3 

Roanoke-Lake  Arthur 

(Susan  C.  Pugh  FL) 

2 
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Squyres 

(Ray  Leidig  FL) 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 

C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 

Associate 

Tracy  L  MacKenzie 

Maplewood 

Karen  F.  Davis 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Leon  A.  Boggs 

Sweetlake 

Wayne  G.  Taylor 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 

(Jerry  L.  Johnson  SP) 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Charlotte  T.  Brent 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu 

(Marvette  J.  Thomas  SP) 

Westlake 

Ted  D.  Freeland 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

mm 

Louisiana  Conference  NOkll 


District  Superintendent 


Marie  Palmer  Williams 


Baskin 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge 

Mt.  Olive 

Beekman 

Boeuf  Prairie 

Columbia-Hebert 

Crew  Lake-Little  Creek-Union 

Delhi-Crowville 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer 

Ferriday-Clayton 

Grayson 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove 
Lake  Providence 
Mangham 
Monroe: 

First 

Associate 

Associate 

Hope-St  Paul 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

Associate 

Memorial 

Reveille 

St.  James 

St.  Mark's 

St.  Paul’s 

Associate 

Associate 

Newellton 

Oak  Grove 

Oak  Ridge 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

St  Andrew's-Bartbolomew 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof 

St.  Peter 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg 

Tallulah 

Vidalia 

Washington  Circuit. 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury 

Claiborne-Wilhite 

Faith 

First 

McGuire 

Woodlawn 

Winnsboro-Gilbert 

Wisner 


Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.  RM 

Frank  M.  Jones 
John  G.  Deschner 
(Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  PL) 
T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

(Pamela  Fitch  FL) 
(Margaret  L.  Brown  FL) 
(Joseph  L  Rountree) 
(Robert  D.  Hayes  FL) 
Robert  G.  Rowland 
Charles  B.  Roper 
(Linda  K.  Shepherd  FL) 
Walter  L  Parker,  Jr. 

(Betty  L  Swanson  PL) 

Larry  R.  Stafford 
Terry  A.  Love 
(William  F.  Foster  FL) 
(Jack  Holmes,  Jr.) 

Weldon  C.  Bares 
(Marcelle  F.  Crow  PL) 
Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 
(Richard  A.  Poss  RA) 

T.B.S. 

Juliet  A.  Deschner 
Richard  H.  Humphries 
Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 
(Murdock  M.  Snelling  Rl) 
T.B.S. 

Joe  A.  Hoover 
(Louis  W.  Redden  PL) 

R.  Ray  Spiller 
T.B.S. 

Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 
(Alvin  Eave  PL) 

Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF 
(Fred  W.  Fulton,  IV  FL) 
Jonathan  W.  Beck 
(Anice  N.  Moses  SP) 

Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF 
Alfred  Bakewell,  III 
Steven  R.  Kelly 
Karl  Sherman  Klaus 
Michael  T.  Head 
(Linda  E.  Sabin  PL) 
William  A.  Moon,  III 
(Frances  I.  Guy  PL) 


2 

Destrehan,  St  Charles 

J.  Thomas  Logan 

2 

Lacombe 

(Lawrence  K.  Benson  PL) 

3 

Associate-Golden  Cross  Ministries 

(Earline  T.  Guidry  FL) 

6 

Livingston 

(Richard  Davis  PL) 

2 

i 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Lloyd  E.  Scott  FL) 

2 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 

(Emile  E.  Tosso  FL) 

4 

9 

Gretna: 

Madisonville,  North  Cross 

Flint  E.  Shea 

2 

4 

Isaac  H.  Bivens  OE 

6 

Mandeville: 

8 

Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

9 

Church  of  the  Servant 

Barry  E.  Hughes 

7 

4 

Associate 

(Regina  B.  Hickman  FL) 

5 

Newell 

(Nolan  M.  Robinson  PL) 

10 

3 

St  Timothy-On-The-North  Shore  James  W.  Mitchell 

6 

William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

3 

Associate 

(Brady  S.  Whitton  FL) 

i 

3 

Messiah-EI  Mesias 

Samuel  Calvo  OE 

2 

Associate 

(Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr.  PL) 

3 

5 

LaPlace,  First 

Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr. 

6 

Pastor  Emeritus 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM 

1 

1 

Luling 

Michael  L  Hammett 

5 

Pearl  River 

Timothy  M.  Smith 

I 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier- 

Rhonda  E.  Feurtado 

1 

Nesom  Memorial 

Eddie  Morgan,  Jr.  RM 

2 

Munholland 

T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr. 

9 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa 

(Clint  Lovell  FL) 

2 

Associate 

(Peggy  B.  Foreman  FL) 

1 

Ponchatoula: 

St.  Matthew's 

H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr. 

i 

First 

Robert  L  Deich 

3 

4 

New  Orleans: 

Wesley  Chapel-Maurepas 

(Debra  M.  Peplow  SP) 

4 

Algiers,  First 

Frank  S.  Harris  III 

4 

Slidell: 

1 

Asbury-St.  Matthew 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM 

13 

Aldersgate 

David  F.  Fortuna 

1 

W.  Odell  Simmons 

9 

Associate 

Joshua  Milliron  PE 

1 

2 

Bethany 

Hadley  R.  Edwards 

4 

First 

Joe  W.  McClain 

10 

3 

Brooks-Shaw  Temple 

Dale  E.  Branch 

4 

Associate 

John  M.  Lee  RM 

5 

4 

Carrollton 

Jeffery  D.  Conner 

10 

Associate 

(Allan  W.  Anderson,  Jr.  PL) 

5 

Cornerstone 

James  F.  Haynes 

1 

Hartzell  Mt  Zion 

Darlene  Moore-James 

6 

Felicity 

(Marva  L.  Mitchell  FL) 

12 

Springfield: 

1 

First 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

3 

First-Huff  Chapel 

(E.  Rand  Guy  RL) 

8 

2 

First  Street 

Abraham  E.  Davis 

27 

St.  James-Ninde  Chapel 

(Leroy  Brumfield  PL) 

2 

1 

Grace 

(Walter  B.  Pennington  PL) 

3 

Sun 

T.B.S. 

2 

Hartzell-Kenner,  Thomas 

Karl  M.  Clark 

i 

Varnado 

Ester  L  Hammond  RM 

7 

1 

Haven-Trinity 

Russell  L  Jones 

23 

Walker: 

4 

Jefferson 

Rebecca  D.  Conner 

10 

First-Mangum  Chapel 

(Wanda  Cosentino  FL) 

2 

3 

John  Wesley 

T.B.S. 

friendship-Corbin 

(Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  PL) 

II 

4 

2 

Korean 

Duck  Vun  Cha  OF 

2 

Watson,  Live  Oak 

(Mark  E.  Crosby) 

5 

LaHarp  e-Thompson 

William  L  Jones 

10 

Lake  Vista 

Norwood  N.  Hingle,  III 

2 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Mount  Zion 

Victor  T.  McCullough 

3 

6 

| 

Associate 

(Joseph  R.  Wilson  PL) 

2 

? 

Napoleon  Avenue 

Judith  A.  Shema 

2 

District  Superintendent 

Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

6 

i 

Parker  Memorial 

(W.  Craig  Gilliam) 

8 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1 

2 
3 
3 

3 
2 
2 
2 

4 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

mm 


District  Superintendent 


Freddie  C.  Henderson 


Peck 

Peoples 

Philips  Memorial 
Rayne  Memorial 
Ross-Williams 
St.  Luke's 
St.  Mark’s 
St.  Paul's 
St.  Philip 

Trinity  of  Gentilly 
Wesley-Hahnville,  St.  James 


Patricia  W.  Roland  OF 
Samuel  Walker  RM 
L  Stacy  Cowan  OF 
Donald  C.  Cottrill 
(Burnell  Bell  FL) 

Wesley  C.  Reagan 
Gregor  A.  Dike 
Ellen  ].  Blue 
(Leslie  M.  Taylor,  Sr.  PL) 
James  W.  Barrett  Jr. 
(Samuel  E.  Butler,  Sr.  FL) 


3 

I 

17 

9 

6 

I 

3 

4 

7 


NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

Plfm 

District  Superintendent  Grayson  B.  Watson  3 


Belle  Chasse 

Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel 
Chalmette,  Covenant 


W.  Arnold  Roberts 
(Gene  M.  Faurie  FL) 
Richard  0.  Teeter 


Amite-lndependence 
Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary’s 
Chapel-Live  Oak 
Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 
Bush 

Covington: 

First 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim 
Day's-Center-Darlington 
Denham  Springs: 

First 

Roberts-St.  Luke 
Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher 
Winan-Hayes  Chapel 
Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 
Hammond,  First 
James  Chapel-Lee's  Landing 
Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 


William  H.  Willis,  Sr. 

(Bruce  L  Brown  FL) 

Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

(Louis  A.  Smith  PL) 

Karl  D.  Wood  RM 

M.  Eugene  Finnell 
(Percy  M.  Frazier) 

Larry  D.  Robertson  RM 

Leslie  N.  Akin 
Alonzo  j.  Campbell 

Lyndle  R.  Bullard 
Terrence  S.  August 
William  Sewell  OF 
Ricky  R.  Willis 
(Carol  R.  Richardson  PL) 
(Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.  RA) 


I 


2 

10 

31 


Ansley-  Simsboro,  Antioch 
Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 
Arizona 
Athens 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Beulah 

Bienville 

Brushwood 

Centerpoint 

Chatham-Concord 

Choudrant-Douglas 

Cotton  Valley 

Downsville-Bethel 

Doyline 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel 
Eros-Antioch,  Eros 
Farmerville 
Gibsland-Oak  Grove 
Haynesville-Shongaloo 
Heflin 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 
Homer-Wesley  Chapel 
Indian  Village 
Jonesboro 
Lisbon 

Marion-Bird’s  Chapel 

Memorial-Salem 

Minden: 

First 

Lakeview 
Mount  Zion 
Pilgrim  Rest 
Pine  Grove 
Pleasant  Valley 
Quitman-Clay 
Ringgold-Castor 
Ruston: 

Grace 


T.B.S. 

A.  Wayne  Evans  3 

(William  J.  Maxey  PL)  9 

T.B.S. 

William  Paul  Minyard  OE  4 

T.B.S. 

William  R.  Higgs  PL  8 

T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

(Homer  V.  Bailes  RA)  I 

Raymond  M.  Crofoot  RM  1 1 

T.B.S. 

(Owen  H.  Peyton  Sr.)  I 

T.B.S. 

Jon  Lord  3 

(Newton  M.  Horne,  Jr.)  2 

(John  G.  Hankins)  3 

Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OF  4 

Byron  Putnam  2 

(Carol  Heard  PL)  I 

Joseph  E.  Hamilton  2 

David  B.  Dietzel  4 

T.B.S. 

Roy  Bryan  Moore  4 

T.B.S. 

W.  Ed  Parks,  Sr.  RM  4 

M.  Stuart  Sherman  2 


J.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 
(Wayne  Howington) 

John  N.  Williams 
(Samuel  L  Bradley  PL) 
T.B.S.  ^ 

(Joe  E.  Hunter  RL) 
(Kenneth  A.  Klemme  SP) 
Thomas  B.  Freeman  OF 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman 


3 


Trinity 

Associate 

Wesley  Chapel-Faith 

Sibley 

Springhill 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen 


Fred  B.  Wideman  6 

T.B.S. 

Byrd  L  Terry  RM  3 

T.B.S. 

Charles  R.  Langford  I 

(David  G.  Bazer  PL)  8 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


mm 

District  Superintendent  William  D.  Peeples 

2 

Benton 

Mark  Bray 

1 

Bethel 

(Charles  4  Frances  Freeman  PL)  2 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 

Richard  Michael  Boyett 

4 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 

James  R.  Huber 

2 

Greenwood-Bethany 

Walter  L  Parr,  Jr. 

2 

Hosston-Gilliam 

(Edmun  Lee  Frankie  RL) 

2 

Ida 

Jerry  A.  Means  RM 

1 

Logansport 

W.  Mark  Strickland 

3 

Longs  treet-Keatchie 

(Thomas  A.  Wilson  RA) 

4 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane 

Leland  D.  Wade 

4 

Wesley-Rosa-St  Matthew 

S.  Charles  Byrd  OF 

4 

Many 

Charles  Crews 

2 

Moonngsport 

T.B.S. 

Oil  City-Belcher 

(Cheryl  L  Nelson  PL) 

1 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel 

Henry  M.  Hamilton 

3 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 

(Doris  R.  Sheppard  PL) 

1 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-Fairview- 
New  Light 

(Osar  E.  Player) 

II 

Shady  Grove-Bonchest 

George  L  Thomas  RM 

2 

Shiloh 

(Mary  Jo  Babcock  PL) 

1 

Shreveport-Bossier  City: 

Asbury 

Jerry  G.  Hilbun 

12 

Barksdale 

Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM 

5 

Blanchard 

T.B.S. 

Bossier  City,  First 

Larry  G.  Miller 

3 

Associate 

Mark  J.  Goins 

4 

Associate 

(H.  Austin  Smith  RA) 

13 

Broadmoor 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 

2 

Associate 

M.  Quinn  O'Bannon  PE 

1 

Associate 

Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM 

2 

Pastor  Emeritus 

George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  RM 

19 

Caddo  Heights 

(Carl  D.  Munyon  PL) 

1 

Christ 

Larry  D.  O'Dell 

3 

Associate 

Kemper  S.  Smith 

3 

Ellerbe  Road- Keithville 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PM 

1 

Fairfield-Faith 

(Willie  E.  Jackson,  Jr.  FL) 

12 

Fellowship 

Scott  T.  Bullock 

2 

Grace  Community 

Robert  A.  Weber 

9 

Associate 

(Clay  McConnell  FL) 

1 

Associate 

(Christopher  Bryant  Williams  SP)  1 

Lakeview 

Charles  B.  Humphreys 

3 

Love  Chapel  — 

Ellen  Alston 

1 

Mangum 

Gregory  R.  Davis 

2 

McDonald 

(Donny  R.  Nedd  PL) 

4 

Morningside 

Richard  L  Cockburn  PE 

1 

Mt.  Zion-Johnson  Chapel 

(Clyde  T.  Smith  PL) 

4 

Noel 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

3 

Associate 

M.  Theresa  McConnell 

2 

North  Highlands 

Sandra  B.  Huber 

1 

St  James-Jewella 

Willie  L  Henry 

8 

St.  Luke's 

Steven  J.  Porter 

1 

St.  Paul-Round  Grove 

Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

1 

Shreveport,  First 

R.  Pat  Day 

8 

Associate 

Willis  W.  Dear 

4 

Associate 

Douglas  M:  Baker  OE 

2 

Associate 

William  R.  Mayo  RM 

15 

Minister  of  Music 

(Will  K.  Andress  FL) 

29 

Scholar  in  Residence 

Donald  A.  Webb  RM 

8 

Minister  of  Visitation 

William  E.  Nolan  RM 

3 

Summer  Grove 

Bryan  S.  Dauphin 

4 

Trinity-Haughton 

(Judith  D.  Bazer) 

5 

Vivian 

(Ramonalynn  Bethley) 

Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 

Bonita  C.  Davis  PE 

See  APPOINTMENTS,  Page  6 
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Two  Acadiana  District  churches  join  forces 


Despite  the  fact  that  the  congregation  of  Centenary 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Rayne  is  made  up  mostly 
of  adults,  the  church  halls  were  filled  with  laughter  and 
the  noise  of  children  for  one  day  in  April. 

Centenary  UMC  joined  forces  with  Covenant  UMC 
in  Lafayette  to  provide  a  memorable  day  of  activities 
for  the  children  of  the  Rayne  community  on  April  8.  To 
prepare  for  the  big  day,  members  of  both  churches  cre¬ 
ated  a  special  Lenten  Tree  banner  that  featured  the  sun 
shining  on  an  evergreen  tree  covered  with  numerous 
religious  symbols  such  as  praying  hands,  butterflies, 
chalices,  palm  leaves,  nails  and  purple  bows  that  repre¬ 
sented  the  royalty  of  Christ.  The  pieces  were  made  by 
ladies  from  Covenant  UMC  and  the  banner  was 
stitched  together  by  ladies  from  Centenary  UMC  in  the 
church’s  fully-equipped  sewing  room. 

Once  the  children  arrived,  the  story  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  was  told  and  theme  rooms  were  set  up  for  guests 
to  participate  in  different  activities  related  to  the  story. 
In  the  Palm  Sunday  Parade  room,  children  listened  to 
music  and  made  palms.  In  the  Upper  Room  Cafe, 
Passover  foods  were  handed  out  for  tasting  and  chal¬ 
ices  were  made.  In  the  Resurrection  Rock  and  Roll 
room,  participants  recreated  the  empty  tomb  of  Jesus 
and  made  butterflies.  The  children  also  wrote  down 
their  fears  and  handed  them  over  to  Jesus  in  the  Leave 
Your  Fears  and  Tears  Room. 


Games  and  Bible-related  activities  were  the  focus  of  a 
children's  day  program  organized  by  members  of 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church  in  Rayne  and 
Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  in  April. 

Other  activities,  including  an  egg-roll  game,  were 
held  outside.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  the  children  put  on  a 
short  program  for  their  parents.  Centenary’s  pastor,  Rev. 
Ross  Genger,  and  other  members  served  lunch  and 
snacks.  The  church  was  also  responsible  for  publicizing 
the  event.  Ladies  from  Covenant  UMC  prepared  the 
day’s  program  and  purchased  the  necessary  supplies. 


'Don't  forget  who 

Youth  and  adults  throughout  the 
Acadiana  District  gathered  at  Franklin 
United  Methodist  Church  the  weekend 
of  April  15  for  a  retreat.  The  weekend- 
long  theme  was  “Don’t  Forget  Who  You 
Are.” 

Keith  Peeler  of  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  led 
the  retreat.  Music  was  provided  by 
David  Loti  and  Ashley  Grayson.  The  fun, 
food  and  fellowship  made  the  weekend 
a  success,  but  it  was  the  spiritual  and 
worship  time  that  led  participants  to 
ask,  "When  can  we  have  another 
retreat?”  at  the  close  of  the  weekend. 


you  are' theme  of  youth  retreat 


Youth  par¬ 
ticipants  in 
a  district¬ 
wide  retreat 
make  a  ban¬ 
ner  while 
spending  a 
weekend  at 
Franklin 
United 
Methodist 
Church. 


Bell  dedicated  at 
Northwood  UMC 

BY  BETTY  TRIPP 

More  than  130  years  after  it  was  made,  a  church  bell 
was  returned  recendy  to  service  Northwood  United 
Methodist  Church  to  honor  the  start  of  a  new  century. 

The  bell,  crafted  at  a  New  York  foundry  in  1860,  was 
first  put  into  service  at  Davidson  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  1947.  When  the  church  closed  in  1991,  the 
bell  was  removed  from  the  belfry  and  stored  in  the 
home  of  a  church  member. 


Members  of  Northwood  United  Methodist  Church 
gather  around  the  newly  constructed  bell  tower  dur¬ 
ing  a  dedication  ceremony  April  30. 


Members  of  Northwood  UMC  recently  decided  it  was 
time  to  put  the  bell  to  use  once  again.  Northwood’s 
administrative  board  approved  a  design  by  Warren  Tripp 
for  the  bell  tower  while  Charles  Foreman  cleaned  the 
bell  and  restored  it  to  “ringing  condition.”  These  two 
men,  with  the  help  of  other  church  members,  built  a 
new  tower  and  put  die  bell  in  place. 

On  April  30,  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  pastor,  led  the  congre¬ 
gation  outside  to  the  bell  tower  for  a  dedication  ceremo¬ 
ny  following  worship  services.  Children  and  volunteers 
who  had  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  tower  joined 
a  former  Davidson  Memorial  Church  member,  Nell 
Foreman,  in  ringing  the  bell  during  the  ceremony. 


District  hosts  youth 
ministry  simulcast 

The  Acadiana  District  hosted  the  Doug  Fields 
Purpose-Driven  Youth  Ministry  Simulcast  on  April  8. 
Fields,  author  of  almost  two  dozen  books  and  pastor 
of  student  ministries  at  Saddleback  Church,  led  a 
humorous  and  down-to-earth  presentation  focusing 
on  fresh  and  innovative  insights  for  preparing  today’s 
youths  to  become  tomorrow’s  adults. 

Participants  came  from  all  over  the  state,  includ¬ 
ing  Slidell,  Pineville  and  Houma,  for  the  presentation 
that  included  door  prizes  and  a  workshop  led  by 
Fields.  The  Purpose  Driven  resources  will  be  available 
at  the  district  office. 


Participants  traveled  from  all  over  Louisiana  to  take  part  in  the  Doug 
Fields  Purpose  Driven  Youth  Ministry  Simulcast  sponsored  by  the 
Acadian  District  in  April. 


Acadiana  District 

850  Kaliste  Saloom  Road,  Suite  217 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
337)  236-2904 

E-mail:  acadumc@bellsouth.net 

Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 

District  Superintendent 

Judi Sarver 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Laura  Brown 

District  Missioner 

We  need  your  news! 

Judi  Sarver 

305  Chastant  Boulevard, 
Lafayette,  La.  70508 
bd212226@aol.com. 
Questions?  Call  (337)-233-7696. 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Churches  connecting  'one  Asbury  boys  continue  winning  ways 

Mamhorc  frho  Achlirv 


church  at  a  time7 


During  a  “Discerning  Gifts” 
visit  to  Atlanta  United 
Methodist  Church,  members 
shared  a  need  for  more  cabinet 
space  in  the  Fellowship  Flail  for 
storing  crafts  and  holiday  deco¬ 
rations.  The  District  Ministry 
Team  suggested  contacting  sur¬ 
rounding  churches  to  see  if 
there  was  an  interest  in  assist¬ 
ing  with  materials  and/or  vol¬ 
unteers.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Winnfield,  agreed  to 
supply  the  materials  needed 
and  Atlanta  UMC  would  be 
responsible  for  the  labor.  The 
cabinets  are  now  well  on  their 
way  to  completion.  We  are  a 
connectional  system! 


Tom  May,  pastor,  Atlanta  UMC,  receives  a  check 
from  Barry  Hoekstra,  pastor.  First  UMC, 
Winnfield,  for  materials  to  build  cabinets 


Palestine  UMC  honors  graduates 


Four  of  the  gradu¬ 
ating  seniors  at 
Palestine  United 
Methodist  Church, 
from  left.  Chase 
Carrier,  Melanie 
McKee,  Kristi 
Matthews  and  John 
Clay,  are  pictured 
at  a  Senior  Day 
Breakfast  held  in 
their  honor  May  7. 


High  school  graduates  attending 
Palestine  United  Methodist  Church  cele¬ 
brated  a  traditional  rite-of-passage  last 
mondr.  Realizing  the  importance  of  the 
transition  from  the  cocoon  of  life  at 
home  with  family  to  a  more  independ¬ 
ent  life  away  from  home  while  attending 
college  or  entering  the  workforce,  the 
church  recognized  its  graduates  with  a 
Day  of  Honor. 

The  celebration  started  with  a  Senior 
Day  Breakfast  where  the  five  high  school 
seniors  of  Palestine  United  Methodist 
Church  were  joined  by  family  and 
friends.  Special  decorations  included  a 
bulletin  board  filled  with  photographs  of 
each  of  the  students  throughout  various 
stages  of  their  lives.  Rev.  Lys  Cockrell, 
associate  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  served 
as  the  guest  speaker.  Cockrell  challenged 
the  graduates  to  be  the  best  person  pos¬ 


Members  of  the  Asbury 
United  Methodist  boys' 
basketball  team  are  pic¬ 
tured  with  their  trophy 
after  winning  the 
Natchitoches  Christian 
Basketball  League  cham¬ 
pionship  for  the  fourth 
straight  year.  Pictured 
are,  from  left.  Coach  Kevin 
Stafford,  Chris  Blake,  Bajai 
Smith,  Jeremy  Armstrong, 

Denzel  McMillian,  Eric 
Triggs,  John  Armstrong, 

Treale  Willis  and  Coach 
Michael  King. 

The  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  boys’  basketball  team  added 
two  more  notches  to  its  belt  during 
tournament  play  earlier  this  year.  First, 
the  team  continued  what  has  become  a 
tradition  in  recent  years  by  taking 
home  the  Natchitoches  Christian 
Basketball  League  championship  for 
the  fourth  consecutive  season. 

The  championship  series  was  held 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches.  Other  league  members 
included  teams  from  First  UMC 
Natchitoches  ,  Trinity  Baptist  Church, 

St.  Paul  youth 
take 'trip  around 


the  world' 


sible  while  building  a  strong  spiritual 
foundation.  Youth  workers  Kathy 
Matthews  and  Carolyn  Fletcher  shared 
memories  of  each  student  while  also 
highlighting  their  accomplishments. 
During  the  breakfast,  each  senior  was 
presented  with  a  Bible  as  a  graduation 
gift  from  the  church. 

In  the  morning  worship  service  that 
followed,  the  two  female  graduates, 

Kristi  Matthews  and  Melanie  McKee, 
served  as  lay  readers,  while  the  male 
graduates,  Chase  Carrier,  John  Clay  and 
Brandon  Hebron  acted  as  ushers.  Rev.  Ed 
Dilworth  delivered  the  morning  sermon 
and  challenged  the  graduates  to  make 
wise  decisions  concerning  their  future 
vocations,  marriage  and  their  spiritual 
beliefs.  Dilworth  in  turn  challenged  the 
congregation  to  pray  for  the  students  as 
they  take  the  initial  steps  toward  inde¬ 
pendence. 


Westside  Baptist  Church,  Immaculate 
Conception  Catholic  Church,  Word  of 
Hope  Ministries,  First  Baptist  Church 
on  Amulet  Street  and  the  Louisiana 
School  for  Math,  Science  and  the  Arts. 

After  winning  the  Christian  Basketball 
League  championship,  the  team  contin¬ 
ued  its  winning  streak  and  earned  anoth¬ 
er  championship  tide  while  participating 
in  the  Natchitoches  City  March  of  Dimes 
Basketball  Tournament  held  at  the 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Recreation  Center. 
The  team  is  coached  by  Kevin  Stafford 
and  Michael  King. 


Members  of  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  youth 
group  took  a  “trip  around  the 
world”  in  April.  Other  youth 
from  the  Campti  community 
were  also  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  hayride  that  made 
stops  at  the  homes  of  St.  Paul 
UMC  members.  During  each 
stop,  participants  were  treated  to  a 
variety  of  refreshments. 

Following  the  hayride,  the  caravan, 
escorted  by  local  police  officers,  returned 
to  the  church  to  sing  songs  and  watch 
Biblical  videos.  Approximately  36  youths 
and  13  adults  participated.  Other  trips 
around  the  world  have  been  planned 
based  upon  the  success  of  the  event. 

The  evening  was  organized  by 
youth  coordinator  Margaret  Demery, 
sponsors  James  Donaway  and  Jeanie 
Winslow,  and  other  church  members, 
including  Meshella  Jackson,  Mary 
Collins,  Carolyn  Donaway,  Yvonne 
Donaway,  Rachel  Douglass,  Robin 
Douglass,  Henry  Jones,  Leo  Collins, 
Jerry  Donaway  and  Jennie  Winslow. 


Alexandria  District 

2350-A  Methodist  Parkway 
Alexandria,  LA  71485 
(318)  443-3213 

E-mail:  umcalxds@iamerica.net 

Rev.  William  Youngblood 

District  Superintendent 

Rosa  Fields 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Pam  Crews 

District  Missioner 

Please  send  your  church  news  to 
our  district  communication  advisor. 
Rosa  Fields 
P.O.Box  5021, 

Alexandria,  LA  71 307 
(318)443-8429 
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Appointments  from  Page  3 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 


Conference  Staff 

Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Senior  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician 

Director  of  Special  Ministries 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

Director  of  Spiritual  Formation 
Director  of  Parish  Development 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 

Director  of  UMCOR  Sager  Brown,  GBGM 
Dir.,  Conf.  Spiritual  Leadership  Dev.,  GBOD 
Dir.  Ann.  Conf.  Relations,  GBHE&M 


Larry  D.  Norman  BR 
Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR 

Carl  E.  Rhoads,  111  BR 
Alonzo  J.  Campbell  NS 


Carole  Cotton-Winn  NS 
John  M.Winn,  Jr.  RM  NS 


Robert  E.  Townsend  AC 
C.  Gerald  Richardson  AL 
Graham  P.  Matthews,  Jr.  NO 


Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological 
Schools  and  Other  Educational  Institutions 

Asst.  Professor  of  Congregational  Leadership,  St  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  MO 
Chaplain,  Loyola  University,  Chicago,  IL 
Asst  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St  Josephis  University, 

Philadelphia,  PA 
President  The  Jefferson  Circle 
Chap./Dir„  Centenary  Clg.  Schl.  Church  Careers 


Robert  K.  Martin  AL 
Carolyn  Stokes  Lambert  BR 

Millicent  C.  Feske  NO 
David  G.  Trickett  NO 
M.  Jack  O'Dell  SH 


Campus  Ministers 

Southern  University 

Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  Univ. 

SUNO 

UNO 

Delgado 

Tulane  University 

Wesley  Foundation,  Grambling  State  University 
Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  University 


George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr.  BR 
Tracy  L  Mackenzie  LC 
Connie  Breaux  FD  NO 
Rebecca  D.  Conner  NO 
Patricia  W.  Roland  OF  NO 
Judith  A.  Shema  NO 
Derrick  D.  Hills  RS 
Scott  Wright  RS 


Chaplain,  Lafayette  General  Medical  Ctr. 

Assoc.  Adm.,  Elyria  UM  Village,  Elyria,  Ohio 
Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp.,  BR 
Staff  Chap.,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham 
Exec.  Vice  President  Victorious  Christian  Living 
Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles 
Chap.,  Harris  County  Psych  Center,  Houston,  TX 
Chap.,  Houston  Hospice,  North  Ofc.,  Houston  TX 
Dir.  of  Development,  Methodist  Children's  Home 
St  Thomas/Irish  Channel  Consortium 
Uptown  Shepherdis  Center 
Chap./Dir.  Pastoral  Care,  Pendleton  Hospital 
McFarland  Institute 
Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor, 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital,  Houston,  TX 
Past  Counselor,  Bohlen  &  Assoc.,  Springfield,  IL 
Chaplain,  Pendleton  Mem.  Methodist  Hosp. 

Wesley  Comm.  Center,  Atlanta,  GBGM 
Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed., Methodist  Child.  Home 
Evergreen  Ministries 

APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY  USUALLY 
EXTENDED  THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 


Theo  S.  Standley  RM  AC 
Ronald  Dauphin  BR 
Barbara  S.  Duke  BR 
Virginia  Millet  BR 
John  H.  Sewell  BR 
David  R.  DeWitt  LC 
Swindell  Hodges  LC 
Daniel  H.  Miller  LC 
Paul  E.  Sabin  MN 
C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO 
Jeffery  D.  Conner  NO 
Paul  G.  Durbin  NO 
(W.  Craig  Gilliam)  NO 

Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO 
Roy  B.  Nash  NO 
Judy  E.  Nelson  NO 
William  C.  Taylor  NO 
Mickey  Stringfield  RS 
R.  Stephen  Casey  SH 


2 

II 

19 


Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  2 

Cathy  S.  Carlson  MN  25 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  OTHER  VALID  MINISTRIES 


British  Methodist 

Exec.  Dir.,  Creative  Ministries  Association, 
Durham,  North  Carolina 


APPOINTED  IN  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 

North  Carolina  Joe  D.  Connelly  NO  \ 

Missouri  West  Brian  R.  Barron  SH  2 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

US  Air  Force  W.  Scott  Adams  SH 

US  Army  Mack7  K  6lles  SH  4 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other 

Related  Ministries  L  AC  ..  . 

Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Lafayette  Walton  C.  Dunbar  OE  AC 


Dike,  director  of  St.  Marks,  said,  “We  are  thrilled  with 
this  chance  to  expand  our  ministry.” 

The  Millennium  Fund  is  a  response  to  historic 
challenges  facing  United  Methodist  ministries  in 
troubled  areas  around  the  world.  It  is  also  a  response 
to  opportunities  for  renewal  and  growth  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  a  chance  for  United 
Methodists  to  witness  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

When  the  fund  was  established  in  1997,  GBGM 
Board  President  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  said,  "The 
Millennium  Fund  both  inspires  and  challenges.  Its 
inspiration  comes  from  United  Methodist  donors 
who  continue  to  believe  that  we  can  and  must,  in 
Jesus’  name,  address  spiritual  need  and  suffering  in 
the  world.  The  fund  also  challenges  us  to  bring 
United  Methodists  to  a  new  level  of  response  to  the 
enormity  of  human  need  and  the  urgency  of  under- 


Appointed  to  Attend  School 

St  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Atlanta  Theological  Association, 

Columbia  Theological  Seminary 

Disability  Leave 

Sidney  Earl  Irving 
John  Coker 
Samuel  D.  Reeves 
Lance  E.  Brown  PM 
(Charles  R.  Cosentino  FL) 

(Michael  Corrigan  FL) 

Leave  of  Absence 

Debra  K  Brazzel 
Charles  Floyd 
Martin  Corie 
Kathy  Dauphin 
Terry  L  Mulkey 
Lorris  M.  Wimberly 
Lou  Ann  Asbury 
Erika  S.  Fadel 
Cindy  McManus  Graber 

Family  Leave 

John  G.  Whitley 


Monica  G.  Monk  PE  AC 
JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM  NO 

AL 

BR 

BR 

NO 


) 

J 

20 


SH 


AC 

AC 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

MN 

NO 


BR 


Sabbatical  Leave 

John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr. 

Deacons  In  Full  Connection 

Min.  of  Youth  &  Family  Ministries,  Asbury,  Lafayette 
Min.  of  Christian  Ed.,  First,  B.R. 

Minister  of  Program,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 

Min.  of  Christian  Education,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 

Minister  of  Music,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed.,  St  Peter,  Maringouin 

Executive  Director,  Conf.  Missions  &  Ministries 

Director  of  Music,  First,  Monroe 

Div.  of  General  Bd.  Of  Higher  Educ.  &  Ministry 

SUNO 

Dir.  of  Christian  Education,  Philips  Memorial 
District  Missioner 

Min.  of  Christian  Education,  Rayne  Memorial 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  First  Slidell 
Minister  of  Music,  Trinity 
Nurse  Practioner/lnst.  Dept.  Ped.,  LSU  Medical 
Min.  of  Disci pleship  &  Adult  Min.,  First  Shreveport 

Probationary  Deacons 

Director  of  Adult  Ministries,  Asbury  Lafayette 
Director  of  Education  &  Worship  Ministries,  Camphor 

Diaconal  Ministers 

District  Missioner 
Student,  Garrett  Seminary 
Director  of  Mission  Resourcing 
Director  Christian  Education,  Munholland 
Bethany 

Dir.,  YWCA  Women's  Crisis  Services,  Noel 

Deaconesses 

Librarian,  St.  Mary’s  Day  School,  Alexandria 


NO 


Sharon  D.  Zehner 
Mary  Beth  Foye 
John  Edd  Harper 
M.  Sue  Kelly 
J.  Sidney  Montegudo 
Brunetta  A.  Shamblin 
Rena  M.Yocom 
Kern  F.  Alexander 
Joaquin  Gracia 
Connie  Breaux 
Barbara  M.  Hamilton 
Barbara  L.  Murray 
Carol  L.  Sherer 
Carolyn  B.  Foster 
R.  Michael  Cloud 
Hubert  F.  Debo 
Regina  LWren 


Amy  Mercer 
Elaine  Smith 


Pam  G.  Crews 
Nancy  E.  Wofford 
Bernadine  Johnson 
Janet  Cavalier 
Inez  Williams 
Rachel  L.  Scott 


Carolina  Labrada 
Juanita  L  Ivie  R 
Evelyn  Murphree  R 


AC 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

MN 

MN 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NS 

RS 

SH 


AC 

BR 


AL 

AL 

BR 

NO 

NO 

SH 


AL 

NO 

NO 


Transferred  Out 

Marcell  A.  Johnson 
Randall  B.  Scrivener 

Transferred  In 

Mary  Beth  Foye  (FD) 

Carolina  Labrada  (D) 

Van  A.  Stinson  (PM) 

Rodney  Wooten 

Conference 


North  Alabama 
Central  Texas 


Texas 
Mexico 
Ohio  East 
CME 


June  6,  1999 
June  I,  2000 


Jan.  1,2000 
Dec.  9,  1999 
Jan.  I,  2000 
June  I,  2000 
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girding  Christ’s  work  by  building  and  rebuilding 
United  Methodist  churches  in  places  too  often 
ignored  or  minimally  resourced. 

In  the  United  States,  the  inner  cities  are  experienc¬ 
ing  a  diminished  church  presence  with  many  of  the 
remaining  ministries  operating  from  deteriorating 
facilities.  These  urban  areas  are  increasingly  home  to 
a  new  generation  of  immigrant  and  minority  popula- 
tions  battling  poverty,  crime,  and  drugs  with  a  shrink¬ 
ing  government  safety  net  and  a  less  vital  and  visible 
church  presence. 

United  Methodist  conferences,  districts,  churches, 
or  individuals  interested  in  becoming  Millennium 
Fund  partners  may  contact  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  at  (212)  870-3860.  The  General 
Advance  number  for  contributions  to  the  Millennium 
Fund  is  9822200-0. 


date  members,  commissioned  three  probationary  eld¬ 

ers  and  two  probationary  deacons,  consecrated  one  dia¬ 
conal  minister,  licensed  15  local  pastors,  introduced  two 
new  mission  personnel  and  retired  13  clergy, 

4)  heard  a  report  from  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana,  now  managing  over  $80  million  in  funds; 

5)  heard  reports  from  General  Conference  delegates, 

6)  awarded  15  scholarships  to  students  from 
Centenary  College  and  Dillard  University  and  raised  the 

support  for  campus  ministries  to  $620,000; 

7)  acknowledged  the  gift  of  the  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  with  four  separate  tracks  of  leadership 
development,  and  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Center 
for  Pastoral  Effectiveness; 

8)  celebrated  the  $1.6  million  grant  from  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  in  New  Orleans; 

9)  introduced  new  forms  of  communication  min¬ 
istries:  Hispanic  radio,  Internet  ministries  and  the 
Igniting  Ministries  campaign; 

10)  were  renewed  by  the  exceptional  music  leader¬ 
ship  by  members  of  the  annual  conference,  including 
Joyce  Gross,  Chris  Gross  and  Clay  Eaves. 

Membership  for  the  conference  stands  at  127,101, 
down  184;  attendance  stands  at  48,477,  up  79.  _ 
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LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK  2000 

Upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

GERMAN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHOIR  COMING  TO  NEW  ORLEANS 

“EPHATA,”  a  German  youth  choir,  will  present  a  concert  in  New  Orleans  at 
Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  3900  St.  Charles  Ave.,  SUNDAY, 

JULY  2,  at  6  p.m. 

Ephata  was  the  idea  of  a  few  young  people  of  the  United  Methodist  church  in 
Friedrichsdorf,  Germany,  a  small  town  near  Frankfurt,  who  wanted  to  begin  a 
choir  for  youth  and  young  adults  in  their  community.  They  now  have  more  than 
35  members.  The  word  “ ephata ”  (RSV,  “Ephphatha")  is  an  Aramaic  word  that 
means  “Be  opened.”  Jesus  once  healed  a  deaf  man  with  a  speech  impediment 
by  using  the  word,  “Ephata.”  From  that  time  on  the  mans  ears  were  opened,  his 
tongue  was  loosened  and  he  began  to  speak  plainly.  (Mark  7:34) 

Since  its  first  performance  in  1998,  the  group  has  raised  money  to  finance  a 
program  for  the  children  of  Chernobyl  to  travel  to  Friedrichsdorf,  live  with  host 
families  for  the  summer  and  recover  from  Chernobyl’s  nuclear  environment. 
Last  year  they  performed  the  gospel  concert  “Free  at  Last, ’’based  on  the  words 
of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  This  year  they  are  visiting  nine  cities  in  the  U.S. 

The  concert  is  free  but  an  offering  will  be  taken.  Come  and  hear  this  outstanding 
choir! 

COMING  TO  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

Mark  your  calendars  for  three  important  events  coming  to  the  Louisiana 

Conference  Center  in  Woodworth: 

July  18-21—  UMW  2000  School  of  Christian  Mission,  "Sowing  Seeds  of 
Bounty.”  Instructors  include  Louisiana’s  own  Clifton  and  Kathleen  Conrad; 
Christie  Onwujuba-Dike;  Greg  Dike;  James  Haynes;  Mary  Koerner;  Lana  Lathan; 
Barbara  Murray;  Darlene  and  Rodney  Wooten  and  Rena  Yocom.  For  information 
and  registration,  check  with  a  UMW  representative  at  your  local  church. 
Registration  deadline  is  July  1. 

August  11-12 — Labyrinth  Training  Workshop-A  One  Day  Event.  Begins  with 
lunch  Friday  and  ends  at  3  p.m.  Saturday.  Will  be  led  by  Dr.  Mary  Ann  Reed, 
family  therapist  and  adjunct  faculty  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas.  Cost 
is  $75;  includes  double  room  and  meals.  Add  $16  for  private  room.  Contact 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  at  199  Trenton  Drive,  Slidell,  LA  70461  or  e-mail  at  ccotton- 
winn@msn.com. 

August  25-26— “Nuts  and  Bolts  of  Youth  Ministry”  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 
Retreat.  Primary  presentation  will  be  led  by  Crys  Zinkiewicz,  senior  editor  of 
youth  resources  for  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  All  persons  who  work 
with  youth  are  invited.  Cost  is  $40,  double  and  $66,  single  (includes  lodging, 
food  and  supplies.) 

Registration  deadline  is  Aug.  15.  Contact  Carolyn  Dove,  conference  youth 
director,  at  (888)239-5286  for  information  or  registration  form. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


25-July  1  Youth  in  Mission  Volunteers  in  Mission  Christian  Alliance/Medical 

Bridges.  Houston, Texas 


JULY 
1-9 
2  + 


3-7 


6-9 

7 


9 

9-14 


Volunteers  in  Mission 

Concert  by  Ephata,  a  United  Methodist 

Choir  of  Friedrichsdorf,  Germany 

JYMO  (Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Organization) 

Volunteers  in  Mission 
Retirement  Banquet  for  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Dan  Solomon 

Soil  &  Environmental  Stewardship  Day 
Youth  in  Mission 


Honduras 

Rayne  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans 
Mount  Sequoyah 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 
Radisson  Hotel 
4728  Constitution  Avenue 
Baton  Rouge 

UMCOR  Depot,  Sager-Brown 
Baldwin,  LA 


WORLD  WATCH 


United  Methodists  raise  $1  million  for 
Mozambique  relief 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  raised  $1  million  for  relief 
work  in  Mozambique  since  flooding  in 
February  and  March  devastated  that 
African  country.  Wendy  Whiteside,  an 
UMCOR  executive,  said  the  agency  had 
dispersed  more  than  $300,000  of  the 
funds  by  the  end  of  May.  About  700  peo¬ 
ple  died  as  a  result  of  cyclones  and 
floods  that  ravaged  Mozembique  and 
parts  of  other  countries.  The  flooding 
was  prompted  by  an  early  rainy  season. 
In  February,  UMCOR  provided  initial 
grants  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mozambique,  the  Methodist  Church 
in  South  Africa  and  the  South  African 


SOOTHING  HER  BABY  -  In  the  remote 
village  of  Gubalaftu  in  the  northern 
highlands  of  Ethiopia,  a  woman  calms 
her  hungry  child.  People  in  the  village, 
in  the  north  Welo  region,  are  eating  just 
once  a  day.  They  often  eat  so-called 
"famine  foods,"  including  moss  and 
leaves.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Paul 
Jeffrey/ACT. 


Council  of  Churches. 

United  Methodists 
interested  in  support¬ 
ing  relief  efforts  can 
contribute  to  the 
Churchwide  Appeal  for 
Flood  Recovery  in 
Mozambique  and 
Neighboring  Countries.  Checks  may  be 
written  to  UMCOR,  designated  to 
Advance  No.  156500-0,  and  placed  in 
church  collection  plates.  Credit-card 
donations  can  be  made  by  calling  (800) 
554-8583. {275} 

Exiled  bishop  returns  to  Burundi 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
was  well  received  by  church  members 
and  government  leaders  when  he 
returned  to  Burundi  in  early  June  after 
six  years  of  exile.  Upon  arrival, 
Ndoricimpa  and  his  companions, 
Bishop  David  Lawson  of  Franklin,  Ind., 
and  Bishop  Joao  Somane  Machado  of 
Mozambique,  were  taken  to  a  huge  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  Bujumbura,  capital  of 
Burundi. 

During  his  trip,  Ndoricimpa  had  can¬ 
did  discussions  with  government  offi¬ 
cials  about  what  is  required  to  prepare 
for  his  permanent  return  in  a  few 
months.  Burundian  President  Pierre 
Buyoya  emphasized  to  the  delegation 
the  need  for  Ndoricimpa’s  presence  in 
Burundi,  according  to  Lawson.  More 
than  200,000  people  have  been  reported 
killed  in  Burundi  since  1993,  when  con¬ 
flicts  between  the  Hutu  and  Tutsi  tribes 
erupted.  That  year,  the  country’s  first 
democratically  elected  Hutu  president 
was  assassinated,  forcing  Ndoricimpa, 
who  had  been  the  president’s  spiritual 
adviser,  to  flee  into  Kenya. 


IN  BRIEF  ~ 


Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Speakers  connect  social  ills  to  campaign  finance  concerns 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Individual  taxpayers  and  families  are  paying  the  high 
cost  of  several  social  ills,  and  political  campaign  contributions  from  four  indus¬ 
tries  are  part  of  the  problem,  according  to  representatives  of  social-action  groups. 
United  Methodists  were  among  the  speakers  at  a  June  15  press  conference  who 
spoke  out  about  issues  related  to  tobacco,  guns,  gambling  and  alcohol  regulation. 
The  press  conference  was  hosted  by  Common  Cause,  a  non-partisan  citizens’ 
organization.  The  event  coincided  with  the  group’s  release  of  a  report  telling  how 
much  money  each  member  of  Congress  has  accepted  from  those  various  indus¬ 
tries  from  Jan.l,  1993,  through  Dec.  31, 1999. 

Common  Cause’s  Scott  Harshbarger  noted  one  overriding  statistic:  More  than 
$268  million  in  campaign  and  lobbying  expenditures  were  made  since  1989  by 
tobacco,  gun,  gambling  and  alcohol  interests.  “If  you  look  at  what  has  happened 
in  Congress  on  these  issues  -  which  is  not  a  lot,  by  and  large  -  it  looks  like  this 
money  has  had  a  tremendous  impact.”  The  study  is  available  at  www.common- 
cause.org  on  the  Web. 


Photos  by  Lane  Winn  and  Bobbie  Armstrong.  Collage  by  Bobbie  Armstrong. 


Louisiana  Conference  Ndto! 


June  22, 2000 


Annual  Conference  2000 

7  am  the  light  of  the  world.  ’ 


NON-PROFIT 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA 
PERMIT  #575 


INSIDE 

■1 


Ordinations,  confirmations  celebrated 
at  Annual  Conference  2000 
Ordination  Service  at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport/  8 

Being  and  Doing  /  2 

Meet  your  delegates  to 
Jurisdictional  Conference  2000  /  3 

Daughenbaugh  Matheny 
Scholarship  winners/ 4 

St.  Marks  celebrates  1 1 1  years  /  5 


Louisiana  Conference  Officers  2000- 
2004/7 


Holy  Week  feast  at  Lutcher  Chapel/  5 


■  Baton  Rouge 
District/ 5 

■  In  Brief/ 7 


CHURCH  CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 

ItlMWPpilW^  . . 


VOL  1,  NO.  12 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


Delegates  to  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  to  elect  four  bishops 


BY  UNITED  METHODIST 
NEWSSERVICE 


General  Conference  delegates,  along  with  Jurisdictional 
delegates  (above)  will  represent  Louisiana  at  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  Albuquerque. 
Bottom  row,  l-r:  Leslie  Akin,  Nancy  Carruth,  Fane  Peeples, 
Sue  Kelly;  second  row: Terrel  DeVille,  Jimmie  Pyles,  Vera 
Packer,  Freddie  Henderson,  Alonzo  Campbell,  Ed  Boyd; 
back  row:  Ron  Sarver,  Larry  Stafford,  Don  Cottrill,  Jared 
Williams,  George  "Buzzy"  Anding.  Not  pictured:  Fred 
Wideman,  Ned  Randolph,  Caroline  Dove. 


United  Methodist 
delegates  from  the 
south  central  United 
States  will  gather  in 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  July 
12-15  to  elect  four  bish¬ 
ops  and  to  assign  seven 
others  to  geographic 
areas  for  the  next  four 
years. 

A  United  Methodist 
bishop  is  elected  for  life 
and  normally  serves  no 
more  than  eight  years  in 
an  episcopal  area.  New 
bishops  cannot  be 
appointed  immediately 
to  serve  an  area  where 
they  have  their  confer¬ 
ence  clergy  membership. 

The  episcopal  elec¬ 
tions  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
will  be  held  to  fill  vacancies  created  by 
the  retirement  of  Bishops  J. 

Woodrow  Hearn  of  the  Houston 
Area;  Raymond  Owen  of  the 
San  Antonio  Area;  Dan  E. 

Solomon  of  the  Louisiana 
Area;  and  Joe  Wilson  of  the  0 
Fort  Worth  Area. 

The  jurisdiction  compris¬ 
es  17  annual  conferences 
and  1 1  episcopal  areas.  The 
annual  conferences  and  the  pre¬ 
siding  bishops  are: 

Louisiana-Dan  E.  Solomon; 

Oklahoma  and  Oklahoma 
Missionary-Bruce  Blake; 

Rio  Grande  and  Southwest 
Texas-Raymond  Owen; 


Missouri  East  and  Missouri 
West-Ann  B.  Sherer; 

Kansas  East  and  Kansas  West-  A. 

“Fritz”  Mutti; 

Nebraska  -  Joel  N.  Martinez; 

North  Arkansas  and  Little 
Rock  -Janice  R.  Huie; 

New  Mexico  and 
||  Northwest  Texas-Alfred 
®  Norris; 

North  Texas-  William 
Oden; 

Central  Texas-Joe  A.  Wilson; 
and  Texas-J.  Woodrow  Hearn. 

Martinez,  Mutti,  Sherer  and  Norris 
are  completing  eight  years  in  their  cur¬ 
rent  episcopal  assignments.  Each  of 
them  has  at  least  another  eight  years  of 
eligibility  to  serve.  Blake,  Huie  and 


See  JURISDICTION,  Page  7 


July  6,2000 

Foundation 
names  Reeves 
president 


Dr.  Michael 
Reeves 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  is  pleased  to  announce 
Michael  D.  Reeves,  Ph.  D„  has  accepted 
the  position  of  president  and  chief  exec¬ 
utive  efficer  effective  July  17. 

Dr.  Reeves  was  previ¬ 
ously  vice  president  for 
Stewardship  at  the 
United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Texas,  the 
largest  United  Methodist 
Foundation  in  the 
United  States  with  over 
$200  million  in  assets. 

An  ordained  pastor,  his 
extensive  career  spans  25  years  serving 
churches  as  both  staff  member  and  con¬ 
sultant. 

Reeves  brings  a  significant  level  of 
experience,  education,  and  insight  to  his 
new  role  at  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  In  the  course 
of  his  career,  he  has  led  more  than  200 
church  campaigns,  mentored  campaign 
consultants,  and  designed  and  imple¬ 
mented  comprehensive  communication 
plans.  He  has  directed  successful  cam¬ 
paigns  for  annual  budgets,  mission  proj¬ 
ects,  debt  retirement  and  capital  stew¬ 
ardship.  A  recently  completed  capital 
campaign  raised  $14  million  for  a  large 
Dallas  church. 

Dedicated  to  teaching  the  theology  of 
stewardship,  Michael  additionally  serves 
as  an  adjunctive  professor  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  SMU  and  a  lectur¬ 
er  for  the  Christian  Stewardship 
Association.  Reeves  identifies  a  positive 
theology  of  stewardship  as  one  that  is 
consistent  with  our  Wesleyan  tradition, 
a  significant  element  of  our  Christian 
walk,  and  individually  beneficial. 


New  CEO  steps  into  challenge  at  Methodist  Home  for  Children 


BY  PHYLLIS  ALEXANDER 

“I  am  just  an  agent 
of  Christ,  attempting 
to  help  hurting  chil¬ 
dren.  I’ve  got  some  big 
shoes  to  fill,”  admits 
Keith  Rhodes,  stepping 
into  his  new  role  as 
chief  executive  officer  of  The 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New 
Orleans.  Rhodes  succeeds  Dr. 

Douglas  Ezell,  who  was  appointed 
Lake  Charles  District  superintendent. 

Describing  himself  as  privileged  to 
be  part  of  what  he  calls  the  "miracle 
of  Washington  Avenue,"  Rhodes  says 


he  is  excited  about  the  opportunity 
God  has  put  before  him  and  his  fami¬ 
ly,  which  includes  his  wife  Katina  and 
6-year-old  son  Adoneus.  “We  are 
changing  the  lives  of  abused,  aban¬ 
doned  and  neglected  children,  giving 
them  a  chance  to  grow,  to  heal,  to 
succeed,”  he  says. 

Rhodes  credits  his  years  spent  with 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston,  most  recently  as 
director  of  Residential  Services,  as 
the  best  preparation  he  could  have 
received  for  the  new  challenges  at 
hand.  “I  am  indebted  to  Terrel  Deville 
(president/CEO)  and  John  Allen 
(vice-CEO)  for  their  supreme  leader¬ 


ship,  guidance  and  training  which 
has  prepared  me  for  this  new  assign¬ 
ment  God  has  given  me,”  Rhodes 
says.  “There  was  an  internal  draw  to 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
New  Orleans.  Through  all  I’ve  experi¬ 
enced  while  serving  the  last  10  years 
with  the  ministry  in  Ruston,  I  felt  that 
God  was  preparing  me  for  this  transi¬ 
tion.” 

A  native  of  Alaska,  Rhodes  migrat¬ 
ed  to  Louisiana  on  a  college  athletic 
scholarship.  Rhodes,  who  holds  bach¬ 
elor’s  and  master’s  degrees  in 
Criminal  Justice  from  Grambling 
State  University,  also  is  a  nationally 

See  HOME,  Page  2 
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How  free 
are  we? 

1 1  was  in  1980  at  the  General 
Conference  in  Indianapolis  that  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  share  a  meal  with  the 
Rev.  Adam  Kuczma,  a  United  Methodist 
district  superintendent  from  Poland. 
During  those  years  Poland  was  in  the 
clutches  of  the  Russian  communist 
bloc.  It  was  rather  remarkable  that  Rev. 
Kuczma  had  been  able  to  travel  to  the 
United  States. 

During  our  meal,  we  discussed  the 
repressive  conditions  that 
prevailed  in  Poland,  as  well  as 
the  faith  and  courage  of 
United  Methodists  living 
under  such  oppression.  I 
lamented  his  lack  of  freedom. 

Rev.  Kuczma  stunned  me  with 
his  response,  “Oh,  the 
absence  of  freedom  is  not 
nearly  as  sad  as  the  fact  that 
we  do  not  claim  the  freedom 
we  have.”  He  went  on,  “we 
have  much  more  freedom 
than  we  use.” 
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Dan  E.  Solomon 
Bishop 


It  is  Christ  who 
puts  within  us 
the  heart  and 
mind  and  soul 
needed  to 
actualize  our 
freedom. 


Contrast  that  perspective  with  life  in 
the  United  States  as  we  come  to  the  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  “Fourth  of  July.”  We  have 
so  much  freedom  we  hardly  know  what 
to  do  with  it.  We  abuse  it,  take  it  for 
granted,  exploit  it  and  even  malign  it. 

Unparalleled  freedom  has  meant  that 
we  have  become  incessant  consumers, 
consistent  criticizers  of  people,  institu¬ 
tions,  and  government  and  obsessive 
self-enhancers.  We  have  so  much  free¬ 
dom  that  we  have  poisoned  our  water 
and  air,  turned  other  people  into  com¬ 
mercial  enterprises  and  pursued  eco¬ 
nomic  advantaged  without  discipline  or 
restraint.  Our  freedom  is  so  “free”  that 
we  have  sought  innumerable  ways  to 
dismiss  or  discount  the  costs  of  free¬ 
dom’s  excesses  and  abuses. 

However,  the  greatest  freedom  we 
have  is  the  freedom  to  discipline  our¬ 
selves.  We  have  the  freedom  to  resist 
wrong  actions,  hurtful  speech  and  deni¬ 
grating  attitudes.  We  have  the  freedom 
to  undertake  acts  of  compassion  and 
healing.  We  have  the  freedom  to  com¬ 


mence  constructive  rather  than 
destructive  initiatives  to  bless  our  chil¬ 
dren,  our  friends,  our  congregations 
and  our  world.  We  have  the  freedom  to 
encourage  persons  to  organize  their 
efforts  on  behalf  of  healthy  families, 
healthy  people  and  a  positive  environ¬ 
ment  for  life. 

We  have  the  freedom  to  bless  life,  not 
harm  it;  to  help  people,  not  hurt  them; 
to  offer  compassion,  not  criticism;  to 
work  to  change  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  leave  our  cities  and 
our  rural  areas  in  a  constant 
state  of  turmoil  and  trauma, 
and  not  just  sit  at  our  tables 
and  repeat  in  nauseating 
fashion  the  apathetic  refrain, 
“ain’t  it  awful?” 

But  having  the  freedom  to 
enter  into  the  positive,  the 
compassionate,  the  life-giv¬ 
ing  journey  and  having  the 
will  and  the  courage  to  do  so 
are  not  synonymous.  The 
Apostle  Paul  phrased  it,  “the  good  I 
would,  1  do  not  do.” 

The  good  news  is  that  in  Jesus  Christ 
we  are  set  free  to  act  free,  to  live  free,  to 
express  freely  our  will  and  courage. 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  presence  and  power 
of  freedom!  It  is  Christ  who  puts  within 
us  the  heart  and  mind  and  soul  needed 
to  actualize  our  freedom.  It  is  Jesus 
Christ  who  empowers  us  to  discipline 
ourselves,  commence  acts  of  compas¬ 
sion,  express  attitudes  of  humility  and 
hope  and  embrace  new  directions  for 
living.  The  good  we  would,  we  can  and 
will  do  because  Christ,  who  is  within  us, 
is  the  power  that  we  need  for  the  work 
of  God  that  we  are  free  to  do. 

The  question  is  not,  “Are  we  free?” 
The  question  is  whether  we  will  use  the 
freedom  we  have.  Our  nation  and  our 
world  yearn  for  freedom  celebrated  and 
freedom  disciplined! 
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recognized  speaker,  gang  specialist 
and  school  safety  consultant. 
Through  the  Criminal  Justice 
Institute,  Rhodes  trains  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officials,  social  workers,  coun¬ 
selors,  school  administrators  and 
teachers  to  identify  gang-related 
problems  and  activities  in  their  com¬ 
munities  and  offers  strategies  to  help 
them  make  those  communities  safe 
places  for  children.  He  has  been 
called  to  the  scenes  of  recent  school 
shootings  around  the  country. 

That’s  why  he’s  chosen  to  work 
with  hurting  kids.  “It  is  spiritual  war¬ 
fare  out  there,”  Rhodes  explains.  “In 
this  ministry,  I  have  more  opportuni¬ 


ties  to  give  kids  information  about 
what’s  really  out  there.  I  can  also  help 
them  learn  strategies  to  combat  the 
attacks  they  face  everytime  they  walk 
out  the  door.” 

Making  his  debut  at  the  recent 
Annual  Conference  2000,  Rhodes 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  face  to  face,  sharing  his  personal 
vision  and  commitment  to  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children. 

“We  have  a  social  and  spiritual 
responsibility  to  do  all  we  can  to  do 
save  our  children,”  he  said.  “If  we 
don’t,  who  will?” 


Connected  through  'a  portion  merit' for  others 


God  moves  us  in 

BY  DALE  CAPR0N 

JEFFERSON  UMC,  BATON  ROUGE 

We  say  that  God  works  in  mysteri¬ 
ous  ways,  but  what  we  really  mean  is 
that  God  rarely  asks  for  our  permis¬ 
sion  before  changing  things. 

I  grew  up  in  a  small  town  in 
California,  content  with  my  friends, 
happy  with  my  family  life 
and  my  church.  If  someone 
had  approached  me  in  the 
middle  of  my  junior  year 
and  told  me  that  God  was 
going  to  call  me  to  ministry 
and  then  move  me  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  away  from 
my  best  friends,  I  would  not 
have  believed  it  possible. 

But,  that  is  exactly  what 
happened!  During  my  senior  year  of 
high  school,  I  received  a  call  from  the 
Lord  to  enter  ordained  ministry.  Just 
before  I  finished  my  senior  year,  my 
father  was  laid  off  from  the  mining 
corporation  that  had  employed  him 
for  sixteen  years.  After  many  anxious 
weeks,  he  found  a  new  job — in  a  state 
called  Louisiana!  We  had  never  been 
east  of  Arizona  before,  and  had  no 
idea  what  lay  ahead  for  us. 

Within  a  year,  my  family  relocated 
to  Baton  Rouge.  We  became  mem¬ 
bers  at  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church  and  made  new  friendships 
with  the  people  there.  I  began  to  act 
upon  my  call  to  ministry  in  college  at 


unexpected  ways 

Louisiana  State 
University.  It  was  the 
new  relationships  we 
formed  at  Jefferson 
that  kept  our  faith 
solid  during  this  tran¬ 
sition. 

The  United 

Methodist  Church  also 
supported  me  financially.  For  each  of 
the  four  years  that  I  attend¬ 
ed  LSU,  I  received  a  Bass 
Memorial  scholarship. 
These  awards  helped  me  to 
purchase  my  books  and 
pay  for  other  expenses  dur¬ 
ing  my  college  career. 

This  past  December,  I 
graduated  from  LSU  with  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  in 
english  and  history.  I  received  many 
gifts  from  members  at  Jefferson, 
ranging  from  Bible  software  to  a  sim¬ 
ple  word  of  encouragement.  All  of 
these  gifts  meant  more  to  me  than 
anyone  realized. 

We  may  make  changes.  We  may  be 
moved,  quite  literally,  in  ways  that  we 
resist  at  first.  Exodus  33.3  says,  “for  I 
will  not  go  up  in  your  midst.  .  .  for 
you  are  a  stiff-necked  people.” 

When  we  resist  God,  we  no  longer 
demonstrate  Christ  to  those  around 
us.  We  must  always  be  careful  that 
God’s  plans  become  our  own.  We 
must  always  remember  to  lean  on 
those  everlasting  arms. 


When  we  resist 
God,  we  no  longer 
demonstrate 
Christ  to  those 
around  us. 


Corrections 

In  the  June  1  issue  (page  8),  we 
identified  UMW  President  Joe  Kelley 
as  author  of  the  poem,  "A  Weekend 
with  God  and  Larry  Malone.”  The 
author  of  the  poem  is  Joe  Bosch,  dis¬ 
trict  president,  North  Shore  UMW. 

Also  in  the  June  1  issue,  Ruston 
District  news  (page  4),  the  baptismal 


font  given  to  Concord  UMC  was  in 
honor  of  Sara  Grice  Emanuel  and  in 
memory  of  Rev.  Samuel  Percy 
Emanuel. 

We  apologize  for  any  inconven¬ 
ience  or  misunderstanding  these 
errors  may  have  caused. 
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Meet  your  delegates  to  Jurisdictional  Conference  2000 


Louisiana  had  10  delegates  at  General 
Conference:  Lay-Anita  Crump,  Fred  Loy, 
Lane  Winn,  Sarah  Kreutziger,  Terrell 
DeVille;  Clergy-Bob  Burgess,  William 
Peeples,  Marie  Williams,  Chris  Andrews, 
Don  Avery. 

The  following  persons  will  join  them 
for  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  All  were  elected  at  the  1999 
Annual  Conference  Session. 

Clergy 

Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Church:  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent 
District:  New  Orleans 
Home:  New  Orleans 
Phone:  (504)  488-5430 
E-mail:  thehens844@aol.com 
Age:  55 

Positions:  Previously,  Chair,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministry;  Baton  Rouge 
District  Council  on  Ministry;  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional 
Conference  Reserve  Delegate  1996 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “I  want  to  be  atten¬ 
tive  to  all  of  the  things  that  are  going  on 
in  the  sessions-stay  alert.  And  if  there’s 
way  that  I  can  contribute  anything  that 
keeps  the  denomination  moving  forward 
as  a  part  of  a  team,  then  I’m  willing  to  do 
that.  I  want  to  keep  focused  on  what  our 
main  mission  is,  and  of  course  we  all 
know  what  that  is:  making  disciples.” 

Donald  C.  Cottrill 

Church:  Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
District:  New  Orleans 
Home:  New  Orleans 
Phone:  (504)  899-3431 
E-mail:  N/A 
Age:  55 

Positions:  Chairperson,  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration; 
Previously,  Executive  Director, 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Delegate  Experience:  General 
Conference  1996 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  assist  in  identify¬ 
ing  the  most  spiritually  and  generally 
competent  leadership  for  the  Church  in 
the  new  millennium.” 

Leslie  N.  Akin 

Church:  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

District:  North  Shore 

Home:  Denham  Springs 

Phone:  (225)  665-8995 

E-mail:  at  the  web  site,  www.fumcds.org 

Positions:  Previously,  Director, 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

Delegate  Experience:  N  /  A 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  not  available 

Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Church:  Ruston  District  Superintendent 

District:  Ruston 

Home:  Ruston 

Phone:  (318)  251-2690 

E-mail:  jpyles@bayou.com 

Age:  65 

Positions:  Cabinet  Liaison  to  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  Board  of  Laity;  Vision 
2000  Committee;  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Representative,  Council  on 
Evangelism 

Delegate  Experience:  None 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “My  goal  is  to 
enable  a  spirit  that  is  conducive  to  the 
election  of  bishops  who  best  exemplify 
the  spirit  of  John  Wesley  and  the 


Wesleyan  tradition.” 

R.  Larry  Stafford 

Church:  First  UMC,  Monroe 
District:  Monroe 
Home:  Monroe 
Phone:  (318)  325-7335 
E-mail:  staffhome@dellnet.com 
Age:  53 

Positions:  Chair,  Conference  Board  of 
Trustees;  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Foundation  Board  of  Trustees; 
Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees; 
Previously,  Chair,  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions 

Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional 
Conference  1992 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “Since  the  election 
of  bishops  is  the  primary  thing  that  we 
do,  I  think  my  goal  is  to  be  a  part  of  elect¬ 
ing  the  very  best  people  that  we  can  as 
well  as  finding  another  excellent  bishop 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference.” 

Lay 

Edward  G.  Randolph,  Jr. 

Church:  First  UMC,  Alexandria 
District:  Alexandria 
Home:  Alexandria 
Phone:  (318)  449-5230 
E-mail:  N/A 

Positions:  Associate  Lay  LeaderChair, 
Conference  Administrative  Council; 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees;  Finance 
Committee 

Delegate  Experience:  N/A 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  not  available 

Carolyn  Dove 

Church:  Jefferson  UMC 

District:  Baton  Rouge 

Home:  Baton  Rouge 

Phone:  (225)  753-5542 

E-mail:  cadove@eatel.net 

Positions:  Director  of  Conference  Youth 

Ministries;  Secretary,  Board  of  Higher 

Education  and  Campus  Ministry 

Delegate  Experience:  General 

Conference  1992  and  1996 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “The  number  one 

goal  for  me  is  the  election  of  episcopal 

leadership  that  truly  wants  to  serve  the 

Church  and  not  their  own  self-interest.” 

Nancy  Carruth 

Church:  David  Haas  Memorial 
District:  Alexandria 
Home:  Bunkie 
Phone:  (318)  346-2249 
E-mail:  N/A 

Positions:  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry;  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration;  Chair, 
Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry;  Previously, 
Conference  Retreat  Center  Board  of 
Trustees;  Executive  Committee,  World 
Methodist  Council 
Delegate  Experience:  General 
Conference  1980,  1984,  1988,  1992,  1996 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “This  is  a  very  criti¬ 
cal  time  in  our  United  Methodist  Church 
and  we  badly  need  the  very  best  episco¬ 
pal  leadership.  We  need  leadership  that 
has  the  qualities  and  the  experience  to 
handle  the  office  and  has  the  compas¬ 
sion  to  work  with  all  of  those  he  or  she 
comes  in  contact  with.” 

Vera  Packer 

Church:  First  UMC,  Slidell 
District:  North  Shore 


Home:  Slidell 
Phone:  (504)  643-5395 
E-mail:  vwpacker@bellsouth.net 
Positions:  Conference  Center  Board  of 
Trustees;  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry;  Conference  Committee  on 
Nominations;  Conference  Rules 
Committee 

Delegate  Experience:  Alternate  to 
Jurisdictional  Conference  1992; 
Jurisdictional  Conference  1996 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  determine  the 
best  episcopal  leadership  available  to  the 
jurisdiction.” 

Jared  R.  Williams 

Church:  First  UMC,  Monroe 
District:  Monroe 
Home:  Monroe 
Phone:  (318)  387-2426 
E-mail:  jrw31@juno.com 
Age:  17 

Positions:  Chair,  Happenings  Steering 
Committee;  Vice-President,  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries;  President, 
Monroe  District  Youth;  Youth  Convener, 
SpiLiRa2001  Southcentral  Jurisdiction 
Delegate  Experience:  None 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “Since  this  is  my  first 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  I  am  happy 
just  to  be  involved  in  the  process  of  elect¬ 
ing  bishops.  I  hope  that  I  can  leam  more 
about  our  Church  so  that  I  will  be  better 
equipped  to  make  disciples  for  Christ.” 

Reserve  Clergy 

Alonzo  Campbell 

Church:  Roberts-St.  Luke  Charge 
District:  North  Shore 
Home:  Baton  Rouge 
Phone:  (225)  664-7979 
E-mail:  robumc@bellsouth.net 
Age:  48 

Positions:  Conference  Director  of  Special 
Ministries;  Conference  Mission  Cabinet; 
Ex  Officio  Member,  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Staff  Liaison  to 
Conference  Commission  on  Religion  on 
Race;  Conference  Ministry  Team 
Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional 
Conference  1988,  1992,  1996;  World 
Methodist  Conference  1996 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  humbly  serve 
God  and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
faithfully  as  we  elect  new  episcopal 
leadership.” 

Sue  Kelly 

Church:  Broadmoor  UMC 
District:  Baton  Rouge 
Home:  Baton  Rouge 
Phone:  (225)  924-6269 
E-mail:  skelly26@home.com 
Positions:  Minister  of  Education, 
Broadmoor  UMC;  Chair,  Conference 
Division  of  Deacons;  Co-chair, 
Conference  Order  of  Deacons 
Delegate  Experience:  None 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “I  have  felt  called  to 
serve  as  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  delega¬ 
tion  for  two  reasons.  One  is  to  give  back 
to  the  connectional  system  that  has 
given  so  much  to  me,  and  further  to 
serve  as  a  deacon  to  be  an  advocate  for 
all  deacons  in  Christ’s  service  as  we  elect 
our  bishops.” 

Fred  B.  Wideman 
Church:  Trinity  UMC 
District:  Ruston 
Home:  Ruston 
Phone:  (318)  251-0750 


E-mail:  grace@trinityruston.org 
Age:  49 

Positions:  Chair,  Division  of  Local 
Pastors,  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry;  Advisory  Committee,  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Formation;  Special 
Ministries  Committee 
Delegate  Experience:  None 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  help  bring  home 
an  excellent  episcopal  leader.” 

Troy  Edward  Boyd,  Jr. 

Church:  Asbury  UMC 
District:  Acadiana 
Home:  Lafayette 
Phone:  (318)  984-4211 
E-mail:  eboyd@asbury-umc.org 
Age:  50 

Positions:  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  Administration;  District 
Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry 
Delegate  Experience:  Jurisdictional 
Conference  1996 

Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  represent  the 
best  interests  of  our  Annual  Conference 
in  the  business  of  the  jurisdiction  and  in 
the  selection  of  episcopal  candidates.” 

Reserve  Lay 

Fane  Peeples 
Church:  Broadmoor  UMC 
District:  Shreveport 
Home:  Shreveport 
Phone:  (318)  861-6922 
E-mail:  grayspray@aol.com 
Positions:  President,  United  Methodist 
Women;  Church  Youth  Director 
Delegate  Experience:  Alternate, 
Jurisdictional  Conference  1996 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “I  see  my  goals  as 
related  to  the  election  and  assignment  of 
new  bishops,  and  I’m  keeping  a  very 
open  mind  there.  I’m  taking  a  look 
prayerfully  at  the  candidates  for  episco¬ 
pal  leadership,  not  only  who  they  might 
be  for  the  larger  Church  but  also  hoping 
to  have  a  good  decision  made  about  who 
might  be  coming  to  Louisiana,  since 
we’re  seeking  a  new  bishop  as  well.” 

Ronald  D.  Sarver 

Church:  Asbury  UMC 
District:  Acadiana 
Home:  Lafayette 
Phone:  (337)  981-9401 
E-mail:  ronummla@aol.com 
Age:  57 

Positions:  President  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men;  President  United 
Methodist  Men  Southcentral  Jurisdiction 
Delegate  Experience:  None 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “Our  main  task  is 
going  to  be  to  elect  a  new  bishop,  and  I’d 
just  like  to  have  input  into  who  we’re 
selecting  and  be  part  of  that  discussion.” 

George  “Buzzy”K.  Anding,  Jr. 

Church:  Broadmoor  UMC 
District:  Baton  Rouge 
Home:  Baton  Rouge 
Phone:  (225)  766-0200 
E-mail:  N/A 
Age:  50 

Positions:  District  Lay  Leader; 
Conference  Petitions  Committee; 
Church  Lay  Leader 
Delegate  Experience:  None 
Goals  as  a  Delegate:  “To  discern  God’s 
will  for  our  Church  and  our  _ 
Conference  in  the  selection  of  new 
episcopal  leaders." 
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Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  winners 

The  following  students  were  awarded  Daughenbaugh  Matheny  Scolarships  for 
the  2000-2001  school  year: 

Duane  Clark, 

St.  Mark  UMC-Baton 
Rouge,  Physics  Major, 

Dillard-Senior 


Kimala  Davis, 
Ben  Hill  UMC-Atlanta, 
Secondary  Education, 
Dillard-Junior 


Jennifer  Gipson, 
First  UMC-New  Iberia, 
Sacred  Music/French, 
Centenary-Senior 


Jonathon  Hammett, 
Luling  UMC-Luling, 
English  &  Religion, 
Centenary-Sophomore 


Chasity  Jackson, 
Shady  Grove  UMC- 
Mansfield,  Biology, 
Centenary-Sophomore 


Katie  McKay, 
St.  Andrew's  UMC-Baton 
Rouge,  Centenary- 
Freshman 


Kristen  Middleton, 
Noel  UMC-Shreveport, 
Centenary-Freshman 


Remekca  Owens,  Jordan 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
Dillard-Freshman 


Annie  Smith, 
Calvary  UMC- 
Thibodaux,  Psychology, 
Dillard-Sophomore 


Sarah  Stringer, 
McGuire  UMC-Monroe, 
Centenary-Freshman 


Andrew  Sutton, 
First  UMC-New  Iberia, 
Communications, 
Centenary-Sophomore 


Sarah  Williams, 
Mt.  Zion  UMC-Monroe, 
Communications, 
Centenary-Junior 


Photo  not 
available 


Norman  receives 
'Distinguished  Service'  award 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount 
Sequoyah,  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  retreat  center  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  director  of  Lousiana 
Conference’s  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  was  presented  a 
plaque  honoring  him  for 
“Distinguished  Service  to 
Mount  Sequoyah  in  his 
Volunteers  in  Mission  work.” 

The  presentation  was  made  by 
Dr.  Charles  Wallace,  executive 
director  of  Mount  Sequoyah. 


Dr.  Charles  Wallace  (right)  presents  a 
"Distinguished  Service"  award  to  Rev.  Larry 
Norman. 


Words  from  the  UMM  president 


Dear  Louisiana  Conference, 

I  am  proud  to  be  elected  president  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men.  With  God’s  help,  I  will 
undertake  the  job  of  chartering  all 
charges  and  giving  every  man  in  our 
great  church  an  opportunity  to  join 
EMS.  We  also  want  each  “Pastor  Plus 
Two  to  Purdue”  for  our  national  confer¬ 
ence  next  year  in  Indiana. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  since  1979.  It  is  a 
wonderful  conference.  I  serve  from  St. 
Francisville  United  Methodist  Church  in 
St.  Francisville. 

Men  are  hungry  for  spiritual  growth. 
God  will  use  the  men  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  bring  revival  to  the 
church.  We  need  revival  and  we  need 
to  pay  attention  to  God.  I  pray  with 
everyone’s  participation  and  training 
from  our  office  in  Nashville  that  we 
can  touch  each  man  in  our  church  in  a 
positive  way. 

Our  purpose  as  United  Methodist 
Men  is  to  be  a  creative,  supportive 


Joe  Kelly 


fellowship  of  men  who  seek  to  know 
Jesus  Christ,  to  grow  spiritually  and 
to  seek  His  will  daily. 

If  I  can  help  you,  please  call  me  at 
(22)  635-6207. 

Has  anyone  told  you  that  they  love 
you  today?  The  Lord  does  and  I  do. 

In  Christ  With  Love, 
Joe 


““9 


ATTENTION  CHURCHES:  In 
May,  every  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  received  information 
detailing  the  Motion  Picture 
Licensing  Corporation  and  dis¬ 
count  rates.  The  time  for  your 
church  to  be  covered  by  the  dis¬ 
count  rate  for  the  MPLC  is  about 
to  close  for  this  year.  If  you  use 
videos  in  your  church  and  need  to 
be  covered  under  this  license 
please  contact  as  soon  as  possible: 
Conference  Resource  Center 
Shirlene  Spears 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 
Email:  Shirlene@beUsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  228 


IN  BRIEF 

Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


SAYING  GOODBYE  -  Juan  Miguel 
Gonzalez  (center)  brought  his  son  Elian, 
6,  to  the  United  Methodist  Building  in 
Washington  to  thank  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  for  its  help  in  reuniting  them. 
Elian  had  been  in  the  United  States 
since  being  rescued  off  the  coast  of 
Florida  Nov.  25.  His  mother  and  nine 
other  people  drowned  when  the  boat 
carrying  them  from  Cuba  sank. 

At  left  is  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  top  executive  of  the  church¬ 
wide  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  who 
was  among  the  religious  leaders  that 
supported  allowing  Elian  to  return  to 
Cuba  with  his  father.  A  UMNS  photo  by 
Erik  Alsgaard. 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  -  Bishop  Juan  A. 
Vera  Mendez,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico,  plays 
the  drums  during  the  church's  annual 
and  general  conferences  in  San  Juan.  A 
UMNS  photo  by  Michael  Wacht. 
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Holy  Week  feast  at  Lutcher  Chapel 


Members  of  Lutcher  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  Holy  Week  by 
sharing  spiritual  gifts  and  a  dinner  prepared  by  lay  leader  Alexis  Henderson  to 
commemorate  the  Passover  Feast. 


You're 
invited 
to . 


a  fun-filled  seminar  packed  with  great 
ideas  about  discipline  and  self-esteem... 


Just  answer  this. .  .would  you  come  out  of 
your  snug  home  for  a  guaranteed  way  to 
stop  the  fighting  and  bickering  between 
your  kids. . .on  to  get  your  kids  to  do  what 
you  ask  the  first  time  (without  screaming 
at  the  top  of  your  lungs)? 

If  your  answer  is  yes,  have  we  ever  got  a 
great  deal  for  you!  Were  bringing  the 
nationally  acclaimed  Smart  Discipline 
workshop  to  our  place.  What  an  event  it’s 
going  to  be!  You’ll  laugh  yourselves  silly  at 
the  plight  of  parenthood.  And  while 
you're  laughing,  you'll  learn  guaranteed 
ways  to  sky-rocket  self-esteem  (even  in 


negative  kids)  and  proven  techniques  to 
get  your  kids  to  cooperate! 

Sounds  absolutely  wonderful,  doesn't  it? 
We  hope  you  will  treat  yourself  and  join 
the  fun.  We’ve  even  made  signing  up 
simple.  Just  fill  out  the  form  below,  or 
give  us  a  call.  It'll  only  take  a  minute,  and 
it'll  make  a  tremendous  difference!  We’ll 
be  waiting! 

If  you’re  unable  to  attend  the 
Smart  Discipline  seminar, 
the  videotape  and  workbook  . 
are  available. 

Complete  set  only  >35. 

Call  I  800  255  3008 

www.smartdiscipline.com 


The  Positive  System  That  Gets  Kids  Self-Motivated  to  Follow  the  Rules 


7-9  p.m.,  Monday,  July  24, 2000 

Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church 

_ JlO/person^o^jS/couple.  For  more  information  call:  344-9100 

To  register,  please  complete  this  form  and  mail  to  the  address  below: 


sfc 


_4? 


Name: 


Childcare  available,  must  be  registered 


#  adults  attending  seminar:  _ 


Phone: 


_  #  children  needing  childcare. 


Age(s):_ 


Ingleside_UMC,  Smart  Discipline,  4264  Capital  Heights  Ave„  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806 


^Sponsored  bg:  Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church  Mother's  Day  Out 


St.  Mark  celebrates  111  years 


BY  JOYCE  FOSTER  BANKS  AND  EDNA  BROWN  HICKMAN 

"Making  Disciples:  A  Century,  A 
Decade  Plus  One"  was  the  theme  of  the 
1 1 1th  anniversary  celebration  of  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  May  26-28. 

The  celebration  began  May  26  with 
a  "Family  Night  Assembly."  Rev.  James 
Flaynes,  St.  Mark's  pastor,  was  recog¬ 
nized  during  the  family-oriented  pro¬ 
gram  that  featured  special  music  and 
acclamations.  A  family  picnic  was  held 
the  following  day  on  the  church 
grounds. 

The  highlight  of  the  anniversary  cel¬ 
ebration  came  on  Sunday,  May  28,  with 
a  service  led  by  District  Superintendent 
Dr.  Leslie  P.  Norris.  Also  participating  in 
the  service  were  Rev.  Robert  Williams, 
retired,  who  pastored  the  St.  Mark's 
congregation  from  1972  to  1980,  Lay 
Leader  Patrick  Lars,  Minister  Glorious 
Wright  and  Clovis  Collins,  administra¬ 
tive  board  chairman.  The  Sanctuary 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Ethel 
Blaze,  provided  music  for  the  service. 
The  organizing  committee  for  the  cele¬ 
bration  was  chaired  by  Theodore  and 


Dr.  Leslie  P. 
Norris,  Baton 
Rouge  District 
superintendent 


Peggy  Lotten. 

St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  was 
founded  in  1889  in  a 
private  home  in  Pete's 
Alley.  The  first  wooden 
structure  was  built  in 
1908,  destroyed  by  a 
storm  in  1909  and 
rebuilt  that  same  year 
under  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  John  McKee. 

After  growing  quickly,  the  church  was 
established  on  14th  and  Convention 
streets  in  downtown  Baton  Rouge. 

In  1952,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  John  McCory,  a  new  sanctuary 
was  erected.  The  church  purchased 
property  on  Glen  Oaks  Drive  after 
Williams  was  assigned  to  the  church 
in  1972.  In  September  1988,  a 
groundbreaking  ceremony  was  held 
for  the  new  sanctuary  and  the  con¬ 
gregation  soon  relocated  to  Glen 
Oaks  Drive.  Eight  years  later,  the 
church  repaid  its  mortgage  in  full.  To 
date,  23  ministers  have  faithfully 
guided  the  congregation  of  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Children's  Academy  forms  choir 


The  Children's  Academy  of 
Performing  and  Visual  Arts  added 
another  facet  to  its  services  May  6.  A 
children's  choir,  comprised  of  East 
Baton  Rouge  Parish  youth  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  14,  was  formed  by  Pat 
Palmer,  a  counselor  and  instructor  at 
the  academy.  Creating  a  choir  has  been 
a  long-range  goal  for  the  academy. 

The  Academy  is  held  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  on  the  Southern  University 
campus  each  Wednesday  from  5  p.m.  to 
7  p.m.  and  on  Saturdays  from  9  a.m.  to 
noon.  The  purpose  of  the  Children's 
Academy  is  to  provide  a  setting  for  the 
enrichment  of  at-risk  youth  throughout 
the  parish  in  the  areas  of  dance,  drama, 
speech,  karate  and  choir.  All  facets  of 
the  academy  were  in  operation  except 
for  the  choir  prior  to  May  6. 

The  founding  of  the  choir  ushered  in 
new  experiences  for  the  participants 
who  were  exposed  to  both  gospel  and 
contemporary  music  presentations.  The 


The  Children's  Academy  of  Visual  and 
Performing  Arts  was  established  to 
expose  at-risk  children  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  area  to  art,  music  and  dance. 

eagerness  of  the  children  to  learn  to  sing 
was  apparent  on  their  faces. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Children's  Academy  of  Performing  and 
Visual  Arts,  call  (225)  778-0076  or  (225) 
272-9200. 


UM  clergy,  laity  help  procure  $1.25  M  grant 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  rejoices 
with  DMT  Rep.  Hallique  Dawson, 
Principal  Vera  Dunbar  and  the  teach¬ 
ers  of  Eden  Park  Elementary  School, 
and  Susan  Robinson  of  the  Louisiana 
Federation  Of  Teachers  for  successfully 
procuring  a  grant  from  the  state  for 
Eden  Park  which  will  provide  an 
unprecedented  $1.25  million  over  the 
next  three  years  for  tutorial  and  other 
after-school  programming. 

We  thank  the  following  Baton 
Rouge  District  United  Methodist  cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  for  their  part  in  the 
effort:  LaMarylis  Cotten,  district  mis- 
sioner;  Louise  Coker,  St.  Paul  UMC; 
Rev.  Joe  Donakey,  Ingleside  UMC; 
Isabel  Herson  and  Arminta  Bolden, 
Wesley  UMC;  Bill  Mann  and  Nancy 
Miller,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge; 


Jessie  Rushing,  Hughes  Memorial 
UMC;  and  Dr.  Phil  Woodland, 
University  UMC. 

Baton  Rouge  District 

571 3  Superior  Drive,  Suite  A-l 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
(225)  296-0668 
E-mail:  BRdist@cs.com 

Dr.  Leslie  Norris 

District  Superintendent 

Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

LaMarylis  Cotten 

District  Missioner 


Please  send  your  church  news  to: 
Lyn  Sheehan 

do  Baton  Rouge  District  Office 
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Louisiana  Conference  Officers  2000-2004 


COUNCIL  AND  TEAMS 

CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  ON  FINANCE  AND  ADMINISTRATION 


Chairperson: 

Vice  Chairperson: 

Secretary: 

Ex-Officio: 


Cabinet  Liaison: 


Don  Brown 
Joe  Page 
Louise  Bowers 
Presiding  Bishop 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/Treasurer 
Executive  Director,  Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 
Conference  Foundation  Director 
Grayson  B.  Watson 


CONFERENCE  MINISTRY  TEAM 

Chairperson:  Fred  Loy 

Vice  Chairperson:  Anita  Crump 

Ordained  Ministry  Rep.:  James  Mitchell 
To  be  elected  from  membership  of  CMT: 

Secretary 
Member-at-Large 
Youth  Representative 
Cabinet  Representative 

Ex  Officio: 

Presiding  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Mission  and  Ministries 

CONFERENCE  MINISTRY  TEAM 


Chairperson: 
Recording  Secretary: 
Finance  Secretary: 
Liason  for  Percept: 
Ex  Officio: 


Steve  Stephens 
Ramona  Bethley 
Reid  Falconer 
Rodney  Wooten 
Executive  Director, 

Mission  and  Ministries 


CONFERENCE  BOARDS 


BOARD  OF  ORDAINED  MINISTRY 


Chairperson: 

Vice  Chairperson/Registrar: 
Secretary: 

Finance  Officer: 

Chair,  Division  of  Elders: 
Registrar,  Division  of  Elders: 
Chair,  Division  of  Deacons: 
Registrar,  Division  of  Deacons: 


James  Mitchell 
John  Edd  Harper 
Roger  Lathan 
James  Humphreys 
John  Williams 
Juliet  Deschner 
Barbara  Murray 


Hubert  Debo 

Chair,  Division  of  Local  Pastors  and  Diaconal  Ministers:  Wybra  Price 

Registrar,  Division  of  Local  Pastors  and  Diaconal  Ministers:  Frances  Hooton 

Chair,  Conference  Relations:  Andrew  Goff 

Candidacy  Registrar:  Riclcy  Willis 

Co-chairs,  Order  of  Elders:  Leslie  Aken,  Don  Avery 

Co-Chairs,  Order  of  Deacons:  Mickey  Cloud,  Sue  Kelly 

Members  At-Large  of  Execudve  Committee  (3):  Mark  Bray,  Pam  Fontenot  &  Victor  McCullough 

BOARD  OF  PENSIONS 

Chairperson:  Charles  Ross 

Vice  Chairperson:  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 

Secretary:  Marva  L.  Mitchell 

Asst.  Secretary:  Vera  Jordan 

Committee  on  Pension  Records  Chairperson:  R.  Don  Ross 
Health  Committee  Chair  Liaison:  Stan  Maher 
Ex-Officio: 

Conf.  Pension  &  Benefits  Officer/Treasurer:  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III 
Directors  of  the  Woolworth  Foundation  (3):  William  G.  Anderson,  Eugene 

Bryson,  James  M.  Goins 

Cabinet  Liason:  Terry  C.  Willis 


COMMISSIONS 


COMMISSION  ON  ARCHIVES  AND  HISTORY 

Chairperson:  Tim  Hebert 

Vice  Chairperson:  Jim  Jones 

Secretarv/Finance  Officer:  Lottie  Palazzo 


BOARD  OF  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY 

Chairperson:  Abraham  Davis 

Vice  Chairperson:  Catherine  Davis 

Secretary/Finance  Officer:  Alfred  Bakewell 
Youth:  Catherine  Davis 

Young  Adult:  Jennifer  Watson 

Coordinator  for  Social 
Action  of  the  UMW:  Ethel  Lilly 

Cabinet  Liaison:  Leslie  Norris 


BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP 

Chairperson:  Jon  E.  Tellifero 


Barbara  Einsel 
Eloise  Cox 
Derrick  Hills 
Megan  Saucier 
Lori  Dick 
Youth  Serving  Ministries: 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  Member:  Anita  Crump 
Cabinet  Liaison:  Jimmie  Pyles 


Vice  Chairperson: 
Secretary: 
Finance  Officer: 
Youth: 

Young  Adult: 


BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 


Chairperson: 

Vice  Chairperson: 
Secretary: 

Finance  Officer: 
Mission  Secretary: 
Cabinet  Liaison: 


Karl  S.  Klaus 
Denny  Garner 
Van  A.  Stinson 
Monty  Townsend 
Doug  Milliron 
Doug  Ezell 


COMMISSION  ON  CHRISTIAN  UNITY  &  INTERRELIGIOUS 
CONCERNS 

Chairperson:  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Vice  Chairperson:  Judy  Bazer 

Secretary/Finance  Officer:  Janet  Ward 
Youth:  Travis  Howe 

COMMISSION  ON  EQUITABLE  COMPENSATION 

Chairperson:  Burton  F.  Blair 

Vice  Chairperson:  Raymon  Sutton 

Secretary/Finance  Officer:  Helena  Wright-Butler 
Cabinet  Liaison:  William  Youngblood 

COMMISSION  ON  RELIGION  AND  RACE 

Chairperson:  Timothy  E.  Lawson 

Vice  Chairperson:  Carolyn  Ross 

Secretary:  Anica  Doyle 

Finance  Officer:  Coriene  Paulk 

COMMISSION  ON  THE  STATUS  AND 
ROLE  OF  WOMEN 

Chairperson:  Rachel  L.  Scott 

Secretary:  Betty  Tripp 

Finance  Officer:  Michael  L.  Hammett 


COMMITTEES 


BOARD  OF  HIGHER  EDUCATION  AND 


Chairperson: 

Vice  Chairperson: 
Secretary: 
Finance  Officer: 
Cabinet  Liaison: 


Nancy  Carruth 
M.  Eugene  Finnell 
Carolyn  Dove 
Frank  S.  Harris,  III 
Marie  Williams 


CAMPUS  MINISTRY 


BOARD  OF  LAITY 

Lay  Leader:  Anita  Crump 

Associate  Lay  Leader:  Ned  Randolph 
Secretary:  Willie  Packer 

Treasurer:  Nancy  M.  Carruth 

Youth:  Rosalyn  Wright 

1 000  Club  Chair:  Paul  D.  White 

Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship  Chair:  Babs  Mollere 
Lay  Speaking  Chair:  Tim  Hebert 
Cabinet  Liaison:  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 


COMMITTEE  ON  ADMINISTRATIVE  REVIEW 

Chairperson: 

Ellen  B.  Montegudo 

COMMITTEE  ON 

COURTESIES 

Chairperson: 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

Vice  Chairperson: 

Joyce  Robinson 

Secretary: 

Norma  Winegeart 

COMMITTEE  ON 

CREDENTIALS 

Chairperson: 

Bill  McCutcheon 

COMMITTEE  ON 

EPISCOPACY 

Chairperson: 

Fred  Loy 

Vice  Chairperson: 

Sue  Kelly 

Secretary: 

Roger  Lathan 

Asst.  Secretary: 

Linda  Clark 
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Conference  Youth  President:  Rosalyn  Wright 
Conference  Lay  Leader:  Anita  Crump 

Conference  Delegation  Leaders:  Anita  Crump,  Robert  Burgess 

COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION 

Chairperson:  Richard  H.  Humphries 

COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION  FOR  DLACONAL  MINISTRY 

Chairperson:  Rachel  L.  Scott 

Vice-Chairperson/Secretary:  Pamela  G.  Crews 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JOURNAL 

Chairperson:  Jan  Holloway 

CONFERENCE  MISSION  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
(Formerly  Mission  Funding  Team) 

Chairperson:  Fred  Banks 

Vice  Chairperson:  Wayne  Evans 

Secretary:  Nanci  Youngblood 

COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

Chairperson:  Presiding  Bishop 

Conference  Secretary:  Carl  E.  Rhoads, III 
Ex-Officio:  Conference  Lay  Leader,  Anita  Crump 

President  United  Methodist  Women,  Elouise  Sanders 
President  United  Methodist  Men,  Joe  Kelley 
President  United  Methodist  Youth,  Rosalyn  Wright 
Exec.  Director,  Missions  and  Ministries 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES 

Chairperson:  Bernadine  Johnson 

Vice  Chairperson:  Mark  E.  Crosby 

Secretary:  Vera  Packer 

JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  DISABILITY 

Chairperson:  Roger  Lathan 


IN  MEMORY 


Jurisdiction 


continued  from  Page  7 


Our  prayers  and  condelences  go  to 
Mrs.  Viola  Davis  on  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Rev.  Wilbur  Davis,  retired 
(Baton  Rouge  District),  June  9.  His 
funeral  was  held  June  14  at  First  UMC 


Baton  Rouge  with  Dr.  Leslie  Norris, 
Baton  Rouge  District  superintendent, 
officiating.  His  burial  was  at  Port 
Hudson  National  Cemetery. 


Oden  were  first  assigned  to  their  cur¬ 
rent  areas  in  1996. 

Although  eight  years  is  the  standard 
term  for  a  bishop  to  serve  in  an  episco¬ 
pal  area,  it  is  not  unusual  for  a  bishop 
to  be  assigned  to  one  area  for  12  years 
for  “missional  reasons.” 

Bishops  are  charged  by  the  church  s 
Book  of  Discipline  to  “lead  and  oversee 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  of 
the  church  and  to  “lead  the  church  in 
its  mission  of  witness  and  service  in 
the  world.” 

The  332  delegates  who  will  attend 
the  conference  will  include  an  equal 
number  of  clergy  and  lay  members  and 
reserves  that  were  elected  by  their 
respective  annual  conferences  in  1999. 
They  will  represent  the  1.8  million 
United  Methodists  in  the  eight  states  of 
the  south  central  region. 

The  jurisdictional  conference  will 
convene  downtown  at  the  Hyatt  Hotel 
at  6:30  p.m.  Wednesday,  July  12,  and 
adjourn  by  noon  Saturday,  July  15. 

This  meeting  and  four  other  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences  will  be  held  concur¬ 
rently  in  the  United  States  to  elect  13 
new  bishops  and  to  assign  all  active 
U.S  bishops  to  geographic  areas.  The 
appointment  of  bishops  to  new  episco¬ 
pal  areas  is  effective  Sept.  1. 

Ordained  elders  may  be  elected 
bishop  without  any  endorsement,  but 
usually  their  respective  delegation, 
annual  conference  or  church  group 
supports  them. 

Receiving  endorsements  from  offi¬ 
cial  church  groups  are: 

Aaron  D.  Black,  51,  African 
American,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lincoln,  Neb., 
endorsed  by  the  Nebraska  Conference 
delegation  and  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Black  Methodists  for 
ChurchRenewal. 

Minerva  Carcano ,  46,  Hispanic 
American,  director  of  the  Mexican 
American  Program  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  endorsed  by  Rio 
Grande  Conference  delegation,  MAR- 
CHA,  the  second  National  Hispanic 
Consultation  held  last  August,  and  the 
Women’s  Leadership  Team  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Ben  R.  Chamness,  59,  white,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Houston  Northwest 
District,  Texas  Conference,  endorsed  by 
the  Texas  Conference  delegation  and 
by  the  South  Central  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal. 

Donald  Cottrill,  55,  white,  pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  endorsed  by 
the  Louisiana  Conference  delegation. 

Joe  Harris,  48,  African  American, 
general  secretary  of  the  Commission 
on  United  Methodist  Men,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  endorsed  by  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  delegation. 

William  Hutchinson,  58,  white, 
executive  director  of  the  New  Mexico 
conference  United  Methodist 
Foundation,  endorsed  by  the 
Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico 
Conference  delegates. 

Rhymes  H.  Moncure  Jr.,  54,  African 
American,  pastor  of  Missouri  United 


Methodist  Church,  Columbia,  Mo., 
endorsed  by  the  Missouri  East  and 
Missouri  West  conference  delegations, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  and 
the  Women’s  Leadership  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

D.  Max  Whitfield,  54,  white,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Fayetteville  District  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference, 
endorsed  by  the  North  Arkansas  and 
Little  Rock  conference  delegations  and 
the  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference. 

Each  candidate’s  race  is  noted 
because  of  the  emphasis  that  the 
denomination  places  on  diversity  in  its 
leadership.  The  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Discipline  (Para.407.2a)  states  that 
jurisdictions  “shall  give  due  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  inclusiveness  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  with  respect  to  sex, 
race  and  national  origin.” 

Voting  at  the  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  will  begin  with  each  delegate  put¬ 
ting  names  on  a  blank  ballot.  The  first 
ballot  usually  results  in  dozens  of 
names,  but  the  number  drops  on  sub¬ 
sequent  ballots  as  some  delegates 
move  their  votes  to  those  more  likely  to 
get  elected.  The  number  of  ballots 
before  an  election  has  ranged  from  one 
or  two  to  more  than  40.  A  person  may 
be  elected  by  delegates  in  another 
jurisdiction. 

For  election  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  an  elder  must  receive  at 
least  60  percent  of  the  effective  ballots 
cast. 

A  jurisdictional  conference  not  only 
elects  bishops,  but  also  has  the  follow¬ 
ing  power  and  duties: 

•  To  elect,  from  Jurisdictional  nomi¬ 
nees,  directors  for  General  Church 
boards  and  agencies. 

•  To  promote  the  evangelistic,  educa¬ 
tion,  missionary,  and  benevolent  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  church  and  to  provide  for 
interests  and  institutions  within  their 
boundaries^  (The  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  institutions  are  Mt. 
Sequoyah  Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Ark.; 
Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas: 
and  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas.) 

•  To  establish  and  constitute  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conference  boards  as  auxiliary  to 
the  general  boards  of  the  church. 

•  To  determine  the  boundaries  of 
their  annual  conferences. 

•  To  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  administration  of  the  work  of  the 
church  within  the  jurisdiction. 

•  To  appoint  a  committee  on  appeals 
for  itinerant  pastors. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  was 
created  in  1968  with  the  merger  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  and 
Methodist  churches.  Methodists  elected 
their  bishops  at  one  national  gathering 
until  1940,  when  the  jurisdictional  sys¬ 
tem  was  created.  Bishops  in  the  EUB 
church  were  elected  at  one  national 
gathering  until  the  1968  gathering. 

United  Methodist  News  Service  will 
provide  detailed  information  on  the 
candidates,  balloting,  elections,  and 
assignments  on  a  special  Jurisdictional 
Conference  Web  site  at 
http:  /  /  umns.umc.org/ elections. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


July 


1-9 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Honduras 

6-9 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

7 

Retirement  Banquet  for  Bishop  and 

Radisson  Hotel 

Mrs.  Dan  Solomon 

4728  Constitution  Avenue 
Baton  Rouge 

9 

Soil  &  Environmental  Stewardship  Day 

9-14 

Youth  in  Mission 

UMCOR  Depot,  Sager-Brown 
Baldwin,  LA 

12-15 

South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

18-21 

Louisiana  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 

21-23 

Happening  #16 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 

22 

Conference  Center  Board 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 

23-Aug.  1 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Ekaterinburg,  Russia 

24-25 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

Headquarters  Building, 

Baton  Rouge 

24-28 

CCYM  (Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries) 
Training  &  Mission  Opportunity 

Sager-Brown,  Baldwin,  La. 

27-30 

Cursillo  #79 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 

29-Aug.  5 

Youth  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 
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Louisiana  Conference  Ntitol 


July  6,2000 


Ordinations,  consecrations  celebrated  at  Annual  Conference 
2000  Ordination  Service  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport 


Elders  Jon  M.  Lord,  Judith  A.  Shema,  Joseph  E.  Hamilton,  James  W. 
Barrett,  Jr.,  Mark  J.  Goins,  Darryl  A. Tate  and  Michael  L.  Hammett 


Deacons  in  Full  Connection  Barbara  L.  Murray  and 
Sharon  D.  Zehner 


Diaconal  Minister  Janet  C.  Cavalier 


Deacons  in  Associate  Membership  Newon  M.  Horne,  Jr. 
and  Judith  D.  Bazer 


Probationary  Eiders  H.  Elizabeth  Love,  Joshua  D. 
Milliron  and  Bonita  C.  Davis 


Probationary  Deacons  Amy  K.  Mercer  and  Elaine  C.  Smith 

Photos  by  Brian  Lewis 


Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in  Faith  Conference  -  October  23-24 


Location:  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  LA 

This  conference  will  focus  on  the 
most  important  institution  on  earth:  the 
family.  In  the  confused,  ever-changing 
world,  the  disintegration  of  family  life 
and  support  become  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance  to  society  and  especially  to  people 
of  faith.  Christ  alone  can  bring  whole¬ 
ness  and  abundant  life  to  families  every¬ 
where.  Join  us  in  hearing  and  sharing 
ways  congregations  can  more  proactive¬ 
ly  and  effectively  be  carriers  of  this 
wholeness  to  all  those  they  touch. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 

Leonard  Sweet,  noted  author  and  United 
Methodist  preacher. 

Tracks  offered  will  cover  1)  Family 
Realities  Today,  2)  Spiritual  Poverty: 

The  Family’s  Ultimate  Challenge,  3) 

Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence,  4) 


Families  in  Crisis  Conference 
October  23-24 

Pre-registration  is  encouraged 

Cost  of  $55  includes  choice  of  one  track,  four  meals,  and  a  bronze  cross  for  your  home 

Track  1 — Family  Realities  Today  _  Please  prioritize 

Track  2— Spiritual  Poverty  _  interests  by  ranking 

Track  3 — Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence  _  W>4 

Track  4 — Addictive  Behavior  _ 

*Task  Force  will  strive  to  accommodate  your  choice 
Please  direct  any  questions  to  Joanne  White  at  (318)  443-1349 
Make  checks  payable  to  La.  Annual  Conference 
Mail  Check  and  Completed  registration  to:  Eloise  Cox,  P.O.  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71 342 


name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip  Code 

Church  Name 

District 

Phone 

Imketi 

>overty„ 

The  Bishops  Initiative^ 


Addictive  Behaviors:  #lDisorder 
Impacting  Family  Life. 

Track  leaders  will  be  outstanding 
experts  in  each  field.  Sign  up  today  and 
bring  enough  people  from  your  church 
to  cover  all  the  tracks. 

Watch  future  issues  of  Louisiana 
NOW!  for  more  information. 


Presented  by 
Louisiana  Conference 
UMC 

Children  In  Need 
Task  Force 
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SCJ  elects  four  bishops 

Louisiana  gets  New  Mexico  'jewel1 


BY  BOBBIE  ARMSTRONG 
EDITOR 

The  balloting  is  over.  Assignments 
have  been  made.  The  work  of  the  2000 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  ended 
in  jubilation  the  evening  of  July  14  in 
Albuquerque,  N.M. 

As  the  Louisiana  Conference  bids 
farewell  to  two  shining  stars  (Bishop  Dan 
and  Mrs.  Joy  Solomon)  there  is  reason  for 
celebration  because  two  new  "jewels" 
are  on  their  way  to  the  episcopal  office  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Bishop  William  Wayne  Hutchinson, 
and  his  wife  Kay,  have  been  assigned  by 
the  SCJ  Episcopacy  Committee  to  lead 
the  Louisiana  Area  for  the  first  quadren- 
nium  of  the  21st  century.  Bishop 
Hutchinson  was  the  second  of  four  bish¬ 
ops  elected  to  the  episcopacy  by  the  320 
SCJ  delegates  Thursday,  July  13.  He 
received  194  votes  during  the  second 
ballot  giving  him  the  60  percent  required 
for  election.  The  delegates  represented 
1.8  million  United  Methodists  from  17 
annual  conferences  covering  eight  states 
when  they  met  for  the  conference  July 
12-15. 

Bishop  Hutchinson,  58,  who  served  as 
executive  director  of  the  New  Mexico 
Conference  Methodist  Foundation  since 
1997,  is  a  native  of  Hobbs,  N.M.  His 
father  was  a  gasoline  engineer,  so  as  a 
child  he  grew  up  in  the  church  and  in 
what  he  describes  as  "the  oilfield  camps" 
that  were  predominate  in  the  oil  indus¬ 
try's  flourishing  early  days.  He  attended 


Kay  Hutchinson  and  Bishop  William 
Wayne  Hutchinson.  "We  are  excited 
about  coming  to  Louisiana  and  sharing 
our  continuing  journey  with  the  people 
there."  Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong, 
the  University  of  Oklahoma  where  he 
received  an  undergraduate  degree  in 
philosophy.  There  he  met  Kay  Aitken,  his 
wife  of  35  years.  At  a  press  conference 
following  his  election,  the  two  explained 
that  both  sang  in  the  university's  Men's 
Glee  Club  (Kay  was  one  of  only  seven 
women  in  the  group),  but  they  really  did 
not  get  to  know  each  other  until  the 
group  traveled  to-of  all  places— New 
Orleans  in  the  spring  of  1962. 

He  received  a  master's  of  divinity 
degree  from  Duke  University  in  1966  and 
an  honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  McMurry  University  in  1987. 

All  of  his  appointments  since  joining 
the  New  Mexico  Conference  in  1964, 

See  LOUISIANA,  Page  3 


Banquet  honors  Solomons 


Bishop  Dan  and  Mrs.  Joy  Solomon, 
who  are  retiring  after  41  years  in  min¬ 
istry,  were  honored  at  a  banquet  at  the 
Radisson  Hotel  in  Baton  Rouge  July  7. 
Over  450  colleagues  and  friends  attend¬ 
ed,  some  coming  from  as  far  away  as 
New  York,  Oklahoma  and  Texas,  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  Solomon's  heritage  of  service 
to  God.  Presenters  included  their  three 
grown  children  who  introduced  them¬ 


selves  as  "three,  living,  breathing  sermon 
examples." 

The  evening  was  presented  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Episcopacy 
Committee.  Members  of  First  UMC 
helped  plan  the  event  and  provided 
exquisite  decorations  and  displays  of  the 
Solomon's  life  in  pictures,  two  of  which 
are  pictured  above  from  when  they 
began  their  life  together  in  ministry. 


July  27,2000 

Eleven  bishops 
assigned  in 
South  Central 
Jurisdiction 

ALBUQUERQUE, 

N.M.  (UMNS)—  The  11 
active  bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  South 
Central  Jurisdiction 
received  their  assign¬ 
ments  for  the  next  four 
years  on  July  15.  Eight 
areas  in  the  eight-state 
region  will  receive  bish¬ 
ops  under  new  appoint¬ 
ment. 

All  assignments 
become  effective  Sept.  1 
and  are  for  four-year 
terms. 

A  United  Methodist 
bishop  is  elected  for  life 
and  normally  serves  no 
more  than  eight  years  in 
an  episcopal  area  but 
may  be  reassigned  to  the 
same  area  for  a  third 
term  for  missional  rea¬ 
sons.  The  denomination 
has  50  active  bishops. 

The  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  comprises 
17  annual  conferences 
and  1 1  episcopal  areas. 

Bishops  are  charged 
by  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline  to 
“lead  and  oversee  the 
spiritual  and  temporal 
affairs”  of  the  church 
and  to  “lead  the  church 
in  its  mission  of  witness 
and  service  in  the  world.' 

Four  newly  elected  bishops  will  fill 
the  vacancies  created  by  the  retirements 
of  four  bishops;  two  bishops  received 
new  assignments  because  they  have 
served  eight  years  in  their  current  loca¬ 
tions  and  two  returned  to  the  previous  . 
assignments  to  serve  another  four  years. 

The  new  bishops  who  were  elected, 
along  with  their  assigned  areas,  are; 

•  Rhymes  H.  Moncure  Jr.,  Nebraska 
Area; 

•  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Louisiana 

Area; 

•  D.  Max  Whitfield,  New 
Mexico/Northwest  Texas  Area;  and 

•  Ben  Chamness,  Fort  Worth  Area,  a 
region  spanning  Central  Texas. 

Other  new  assignments: 

Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris,  completing 
eight  years  in  the  Northwest  Texas-New 

See  BISHOPS,  Page  3 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


Responding  to  a 
spiritual  hunger 

Y 

■  outh  across  Louisiana  are  on  a  spiri¬ 
tual  quest.  Ever  increasing  numbers  of 
young  people  are  searching  for  meaning 
and  hope  by  turning  to  spiritually 
focused  experiences  and  settings.  Not  in 
recent  times  has  The  United  Methodist 
Church  been  so  strategically  positioned 
to  respond  to  the  spiritual  hungers  of 
young  people. 

Youth  in  unprecedented  numbers  are 
participating  in  conference  youth 
events,  requiring  the  offering 
of  multiple  events  on  multiple 
weekends  in  order  to  accom¬ 
modate  those  who  want  to 
attend.  It  has  been  two  gener¬ 
ations  or  more  since  I  have 
seen  this  kind  of  response  at 
the  level  of  conference  youth 
ministry. 

Many  of  our  youth  are 
coming  to  conference  events 
out  of  thriving  youth  ministry 
experiences  in  local  churches; 
some  are  coming  even  though 
their  local  church  is  not  engaging  in 
strong  ministry  with,  by,  and  for  youth. 
Regardless  of  our  present  situation,  the 
potential  is  present  for  involving  great 
numbers  of  youth  in  experiences  that 
form  and  shape  Christian  character, 
embrace  Christian  values,  and  share  the 
Christian  faith. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  will  pro¬ 
vide,  for  pastors  and  church  staff,  three 
identical  experiences  that  are  focused 
on  informing,  inspiring,  and  encourag¬ 
ing  church  leaders  to  respond  positively 
to  the  spiritual  quest  of  youth.  Whether 
a  pastor  works  directly  with  youth  or  as 
the  shepherd  of  the  flock  who  provides 
general  oversight  and  encouragement 
for  ministry  with,  by,  and  for  youth, 
these  gatherings — one  each  for  a  three- 


district  grouping — are  a  “must"  atten¬ 
dance  if  we  are  to  declare  our  support 
for  our  youth  and  define  the  ways  we 
can  nurture  youth  ministry. 

God  is  giving  Louisiana  United 
Methodism  a  second  chance  to  reach 
great  numbers  of  youth  for  Christ. 
Following  an  era  of  disinterest  on  the 
part  of  many  youth  in  the  life  of  faith, 
some  of  whom  are  now  parents  of  young 
children  also  missing  from  our  churches, 
there  is  now  a  significant 
surge  of  interest  on  the  part 
of  youth  in  the  matters  of  the 
spiritual  life. 

This  spiritual  quest  is  not 
patterned  along  the  lines  of  a 
generation  or  two  ago. 
Defined  by  the  culture  of 
today  and  the  needs  of  this 
present  generation  of  youth, 
this  quest  is  more  “spiritual¬ 
ly”  focused  than  it  is  “church" 
focused.  Nevertheless,  when 
youth  do  find  blessing  and 
fulfillment  in  and  through  a  church- 
offered  spiritual  journey,  the  response  is 
positive  and  magnetic. 

Ministry  with,  by  and  for  youth 
requires  “new  ways  for  new  days.”  The 
importance  of  pastors  attending  one  of 
the  three  “tri-district”  gatherings  cannot 
be  overstated.  At  these  events,  we  will 
share  together  in  the  broad  witness  for  a 
ministry  with  youth  that  can  serve  us 
well  as  we  develop  new  and  revitalized 
ministries  in  our  congregations. 

Put  on  your  calendars  and  into  your 
prayers  the  dates  of  August  21, 22,  and 
23  and  then  do  all  in  your  power  to  be  in 
attendance  at  one  of  these  events. 


...When  youth  do 
find  blessing  and 
fulfillment  in  and 
through  a  church- 
offered  spiritual 
journey,  the 
response  is  positive 
and  magnetic. 


Corrections 

The  following  appointments  were  omitted  from  the  list  of  2000-2001 
Appointments  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference: 

Baton  Rouge  District 
Deacons  in  Full  Connection 
Director,  Christian  Education, 

First  UMC,  Zachary'  . 

Minister  of  Christian  Education, 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Monroe  District 

Baskin  UMC . Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.  RM 

Special  Appointments  to  Extension  Ministries 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations 


and  Other  Related  Ministries 
Exec.  Director, 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  New  Orleans . Gregor  A.  Dike 

Chaplain,  Tri-Cities  Hospice  & 

Counseling  Center . Jose  Garcia 


Barbara  C.  Einsel 

Mary  Beth  Foye 
Lucinda  Warren 


"Youth" 

and  the  Clergy's  Impact 

Clergy  Mark  Your  Calendar  NOW 
for  this  upcoming  Event  -  August  tt-13,  1000 


Monday,  August  21 

5:30-6:15  Meal 
6:15-7:30  Presentation 


Acadiana,  Alexandria, 
lake  Charles  Districts 


Location:  Northwood  UMC,  Lafayette 


Tuesday,  August  22 

5:30-6:15  Meal 
6:15-7:30  Presentation 


Monroe,  Ruston, 
Shreveport  Districts 


Location:  Grace  UMC,  Ruston 


Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans, 
North  thore  Districts 


Wednesday,  August  23 

5:30-6:15  Meal 
6:15-7:30  Presentation 

Location:  First  UMC,  Hammond 

Your  District  will  provide  additional  information!!! 

Tri-district  events  will  be  led  by: 

Rev.  Terry  Carty,  director  of  ministries  for  youth  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Pastors  may  attend  the  gathering  that  is  most  convenient  for  them. 


Louisiana  Conference  Noto! 
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Dan  E.  Solomon 

Rena  Yocom 
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Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 


Bobbie  Armstrong  Editor 


Kela  Chaisson,  Joshua  Lewis 
Lane  Winn 
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Wendy  Jones  Subscriptions 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to  Louisiana  Conference  NOW!, 

527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  per  year. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and 
information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
1  (888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 
Please  do  not  fax  articles;  send  original 
typed  copy— not  all  caps.Thanks! 
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On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Connected  through  'a  portion  merit' for  others 

'A  rising  tide  lifts  all  boats' 


BY  REV.  EMILE  ROUSSEAU,  JR. 

PASTOR,  ASBURY  UMC,  WEST  MONROE 

I  came  to  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  from  anoth¬ 
er  denomination.  During  meetings  such  as 
Annual  Conference,  district  clergy  meetings  and 
others,  I  kept  hearing  about  being  “connected.”  Emile 

As  I  listened  and  tried  to  learn  what  this  Rousseau 
phrase  meant,  it  became  clear  to  me  that  there 
is  an  unusual  characteristic  about  United  Methodists.  It  is  a 
sense  of  "being  connected.”  Being  "connected”  is  more  than 
just  knowing  one  another  and  sharing  a  name.  It  is  a  sense  of 
being  joined  together  in  something  that  is  bigger  than  one 
church  and  more  than  one  person  can  handle. 

As  our  church  met  in  council  meetings  and  talked  about 
apportionments,  it  also  became  clear  to  me  that  we  are  not 
alone  in  what  we  attempt  to  do;  that  we  are  connected. 

There  was  that  word  “connected.”  There  was  that  idea  of 
being  joined  in  mission  and  ministry.  Someone  said,  “A  rising 
tide  lifts  all  boats”  and  as  one  person  or  one  church  succeeds, 
we  all  can  celebrate  that  success.  It  is  ours  because  we  are  con¬ 
nected.  We  are  called  to  work  together  to  complete  that  con¬ 
nection.  It  is  through  apportionment  giving,  mission  projects, 
informational  promotions  and  relationships  that  we  can  live 
out  that  connection. 


It  has  been  a  personal  commitment  throughout  all  of  my 
ministry  to  be  involved  in  missions  beyond  the  local  fellowship 
of  believers.  Through  the  connection  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  I  am  able  to  see  that  commitment  lived  out  and 
accomplished. 

Being  connected  through  apportionments,  the  UMCOR- 
Sager  Brown  Depot,  special  missional  giving,  and  hands-on 
cooperation,  completes  who  we  are  and  what  we  should  be  as 
Christians.  Because  we  want  to  be  connected  and  because  of 
what  connectedness  does  for  us,  our  local  church  has  been 
able  to  be  involved  in  several  projects  over  the  past  months. 
Collecting  items  to  be  sent  to  Sager-Brown  is  one  project  that 
has  enjoyed  a  huge  success  at  Asbury.  We  recently  sent  15  flood 
buckets  and  51  health  kits  to  be  shipped  to  areas  of  need.  Our 
youth  spent  a  week  during  the  summer  of  1999  and  are  going 
again  this  summer  to  work  in  the  UMCOR  Depot.  We  have  also 
been  involved  in  the  Heifer  Project  International,  and  during 
Lent,  we  gave  $239.25  to  that  work.  In  local  missions,  the  YWCA 
has  been  helped  and  materials  given  to  the  women’s  shelter; 
and  the  Ronald  McDonald  House  has  been  supported  with  alu¬ 
minum  can  tabs.  Our  North  east  Veterans  Home  was  given 
Christmas  boxes  and  two  baskets  of  fruit  at  Valentine’s  Day. 

It  is  not  just  apportionment  giving  that  is  important.  All  mis¬ 
sion  and  outreach  projects  help  us  look  beyond  our  walls  and 
keeps  us  from  being  inwardly  focused.  It  keeps  us  connected  to 
others. 


C  0  N  F  D  A  R 

JULY 

29-Aug.  5 

Youth  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

AUGUST 

1 

Orientation  for  New  Clergy 

Headquarters  Building, 

3-4 

Clergy/Spouse  Self-Care  Retreat 

Baton  Rouge 

La  Conference  Center 

3-6 

(Tri-District:  Acadiana,  Alexandria,  Lake  Charles) 
Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

6-8 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  -  Track  III 

La.  Conference  Center 

10-12 

FAITHQUEST  Bible  Study  Training 

La.  Conference  Center 

11-12 

Labyrinth  Training  Workshop 

La.  Conference  Center 

19 

CCYM  (Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries) 

Place  to  be  announced 

21 

Youth  and  the  Clergy's  Impact 

Northwood  UMC, 

For  Acadiana,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  Districts 

Lafayette  Carolyn  Dove 

21-24 

Track  IV,  Spiritual  Direction 

La.  Conference  Center 

22 

Youth  and  the  Clergy's  Impact 

Grace  UMC,  Ruston 

23 

For  Monroe,  Ruston  and  Shreveport  Districts 

Youth  and  the  Clergy's  Impact 

First  UMC,  Hammond 

25-26 

For  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans  and  North  Shore  Districts 
Adult  Youth  Workers  Training 

La.  Conference  Center 

27 

"Nuts  and  Bolts" 

Christian  Education  Sunday 

SlStl  OpS  continued  from  Page  1 

Mexico  Area,  moves  to  the  Houston 
(Texas)  Area. 

The  Southwest  Texas-Rio  Grande 
Area  will  receive  Bishop  Joel  N. 
Martinez,  who  leaves  the  Nebraska  Area 
after  eight  years. 

Bishops  returning  to  serve  another 
four  years  in  their  current  locations  are: 

Bishop  Albert  “Fritz”  Mutti,  after 
serving  eight  years  in  the  Kansas  Area, 
returns  for  four  more. 

Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer,  who  has 
served  eight  years  in  the  Missouri  Area, 


returns  to  the  Missouri  Area  to  serve 
four  more  years. 

Janice  R.  Huie,  Arkansas  Area,  which 
includes  the  North  Arkansas  and  Little 
Rock  annual  (regional)  conferences; 
William  B.  Oden,  Dallas  Area,  North 
Texas  Area;  and 

Bruce  Blake,  Oklahoma  Area  and  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Annual 
Conference,  which  meets  the  special 
needs  of  ministry  to  Native  Americans  in 
the  region. 


Centenary  elects 
new  board  members 

Three  new  members  have  been  elect¬ 
ed  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary 
College  of  Louisiana;  J.  Ronald  Atchley  of 
Belle  Chasse,  La.,  Eugene  W.  Bryson  Jr.  of 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  James  Joseph  “Joe” 
Hardt  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

Their  election  was  announced  by 
President  Kenneth  L.  Schwab  and  Board 
Chairman  William  G.  Anderson  follow¬ 
ing  confirmation  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  on  June  5  at  its  annual  meeting. 

In  addition,  William  H.  Jackson,  a 
long-time  trustee,  was  elected  to  life 
membership.  He  began  service  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  in  1974. 

John  Ronald  “Ron”  Atchley,  46,  has 
been  vice  president  of  Morgan  Keegan 
and  Co.,  Inc.  in  his  native  New  Orleans 
since  1990.  Prior  to  that  he  was 
employed  at  Scharff  &  Jones  Inc.  from 
1975  to  1990,  including  serving  as  vice 
president  from  1981  to  1990.  A  1975 
graduate  of  Centenary,  he  earned  the 
B.S.  degree  in  business. 

Eugene  W.  “Gene”  Bryson  Jr.  was  first 
elected  to  the  First  Judicial  District  Court 
of  Caddo  Parish  in  1979  and  has  been 
unopposed  since  then.  He  has  served  as 
Chief  Judge  since  his  election  in  1991. 
Born  in  1941  and  raised  in  Greenwood, 
La.,  he  graduated  from  Centenary  with  a 
B.S.  in  business  in  1963.  He  was  graduat¬ 
ed  from  the  LSU  Law  School  in  1969. 

James  Joseph  “Joe”  Hardt  joined 
Panja  (then  AMX  Corp.)  in  1993  as  the 
chief  operating  officer.  He  earned  the 
title  of  president  in  1996  and  also  cur¬ 
rently  serves  as  chief  executive  officer. 
Under  his  guidance,  company  sales  have 
grown  from  about  $16  million  in  1993  to 
over  $78  million  in  2000.  In  1977,  he 
earned  the  BA.  in  English  from 
Centenary  and  in  1980  the  J.D.  from  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  He  now 
resides  in  Dallas. 


Louisiana 

continued  from  Page  1 

have  been  in  that  conference,  and 
include  new  church  starts,  a  small 
rural  community,  a  middle-sized 
church  and  a  large  church.  He  also 
served  as  district  superintendent  of  the 
Odessa  District.  Before  his  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  Foundation  he  was  senior 
pastor  at  Central  UMC  in 
Albuquerque,  the  site  where  he  was 
consecrated  as  bishop  July  15. 

The  Hutchinsons  have  two  adult 
sons:  John,  who  is  director  of  Music 
Ministries  at  Webster  Heights  UMC  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  and  Mark,  who  is  married  to 
I  .aura  and  lives  in  Reno,  Nev.  where  he 
teaches  science  and  is  head  athletic 
trainer  for  McQueen  High  School.  Laura 
is  a  high  school  counselor;  they  have  a 
brand  new  daughter,  Madison  Ann. 

Much  of  Bishop  Hutchinson's  min¬ 
istry  has  been  focused  on  "spiritual  life,” 
he  says,  which  he  believes  to  be  the 
foundation  that  gives  strength  for  all 
ministries.  He  has  been  spiritual  director 
for  New  Mexico's  Kairos  and  Epiphany 
prison  ministries  as  well  as  Walk  to 
Emmaus.  (For  more  background  infor¬ 
mation,  see  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Website  at  www.la-umc.org  and  click  on 
"Our  Next  Bishop.") 

When  asked  about  his  priorities  for 
his  first  episcopal  appointment, 
Hutchinson  named  recruitment  of  laity 
and  clergy  to  get  the  church's  work  done 
and  communication  as  two  areas  impor¬ 
tant  to  him. 

"We  seem  to  talk  past  each  other  a 
lot,"  he  said.  "We  don't  talk  with  and  to 
each  other  so  that  we  really  hear  each 
other  on  an  intimate  level.  I  would  like 
to  open  lines  of  communication  so 
that  we  grow  together  in  the  image  of 
Christ."  One  possibility  he  offered  as  a 
means  of  keeping  in  touch  was  an 
episcopal  e-mail  issued  on  a  regular 
basis,  say  every  Monday,  from  wherev¬ 
er  he  is.  (This  was  only  an  idea,  not  a 
commitment,  but  if  you  do  not  have  a 
computer  or  an  e-mail  address,  now's 
the  time  to  take  that  step!) 

Rev.  Richard'Parchman,  a  retired 
member  of  the  New  Mexico  Conference 
who  now  works  for  the  Texas 
Foundation,  went  to  seminary  at  Duke 
with  Bishop  Hutchinson  and  has 
remained  a  very  close  friend  over  the 
years,  said  that  Louisiana  was  very 
blessed  to  be  getting  William 
Hutchinson  as  our  episcopal  leader. 

"He  is  a  rare  jewel,"  Parchman  said. 
And  for  those  of  us  who  have  met  Bishop 
William  and  Mrs.  Kay  Hutchinson  comes 
a  resounding,  "Amen!" 

Editor's  note:  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader,  and  Dr.  Donald  Avery, 
pastor,  St.John's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
sewed  as  Louisiana  Conference  delegates 
on  the  SCJ  Episcopacy  Committee. 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Donna  May,  wife  of  Rev.  Tom  May, 
Couley,  Alexandria  District,  on  the  death 
of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Lillian  Cromlish, 
June  30.  Her  funeral  was  held  July  3,  at 
First  UMC,  Winnfield.  Mrs.  Cromlish 
was  buried  in  Pennsylvania. 
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South  Central  Jurisdict 

Albuquerque,  New  I 


Delegation  leader  Dr.  Anita  Crump. 


Bishop  Norris  places  the  Episcopal 
Mantle  on  Bishop  Hutchinson. 


Bishop  Hutchinson  and  Nancy  Carruth 


New  Bishop  Rhymes  Moncure. 


New  Bishop  Max  Whitfield. 


Anita  Crump  pins  a  corsage  on  Kay  Hutchinson. 


Above:  Bishop  Hutchinson  and  Ruston 
District  Superintendent  Jimmie  Pyles. 

Left:  Dr.  Don  Avery  gives  the  financial  report. 


Delegates  Peeples,  Kreutziger  and 
Crump  confer... 


New  Bishop  Bill  Hutchinson  (right). 


% 


Bishop  Moncure  offers  his  first  e 


Waiting  foi 

BY  BOBBIE  ARMSTRONG 
EDITOR 

ALBUQUERQUE— It  is  Friday,  Ju 
of  the  Hyatt  Hotel  in  downtown , 
session  of  the  South  Central  Juri: 

The  atmosphere  is  tense,  exci 
centrate  on  the  reports  being  pn 
But,  there  is  that  one  distraction 
minds:  episcopal  appointments. 

Four  p.m.  and  the  Episcopacy 
Leroy  Crump  paces  in  the  lobby, 
thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  hi 
somewhere  with  others  trying  to 

During  a  break,  some  of  us  ta 
the  Episcopacy  Committee  for  e: 
“because  people  usually  come  tc 
ideas  about  who  should  go  whei 
their  desires." 

“Do  you  pray  a  lot  as  a  group: 
“But,  at  some  point,  someone  he 

And  so  the  wait  goes  on. ..the 
less  words.  It  feels  like  we’ve  bee 
years.  The  delegates  lean  on  elbe 
concentrate. 

Suddenly,  someone  falls  on  o 
focuses  on  the  emergency  for  a  i 
she’s  okay. 

Ummmmm.  A  collective,  dee 
back  to  the  presentations.  This  i: 

Finally  at  5:20  p.m.  the  appoii 
got  Bill  Hutchinson.. .yessssss!  Hi 
ed,  but  so  did  several  other  confi 

So  thank  you  to  whoever  did 
day.  Your  sacrifice  has  made  the 
look  very  bright! 


Louisiana  delegates  Burgess,  An 
session  to  reconvene. 
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ional  Conference  2000 

Mexico  ❖  July  12-15 


episcopal  benediction. 

r  the  word 


uly  14;  we  are  in  the  ballroom 
i  Albuquerque  in  the  afternoon 
'isdictional  Conference, 
cited;  everyone  is  trying  to  con- 
resented,  the  business  at  hand, 
n  in  the  back  of  most  of  our 
s. 

:y  Committee  is  still  meeting, 
y,  worried  look  on  his  face.  His 
ris  beloved  Anita  in  a  room 
o  discern  God’s  will, 
alk  to  someone  who  served  on 
eight  years.  “It’s  tough,”  he  says, 
to  the  table  with  preconceived 
ire.  No  one  wants  to  give  up  on 

3?”  I  ask.  “Sometimes,”  he  says, 
tas  to  give.” 

i  distracted  listening,  the  end- 
en  in  this  meeting  room  for 
lows,  hands  on  brows,  trying  to 

one  side  of  the  room.  Everyone 
moment  until  it  is  determined 

ep  sigh  of  relief  rises;  we  turn 
is  God’s  work.. .so  we  go  on. 
intments  are  announced.  We 
4e  was  the  one  Louisiana  want- 
iferences. 

1  the  giving  in  that  room  that 
s  Louisiana  Conference’s  future 


Photos  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


,nding  and  Peeples  wait  for  the 


New  Bishop  Ben  Chamness. 


A  Lydia  Patterson  student 
shares  her  culture. 


"Hi,  Louisiana!  See  you  September  1 !"  say  the  Hutchinsons  (l-r) 
Kay,  Mark,  Laura  and  John. 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  bishops. 


The  Consecration 
Processional. 


Jared  Williams  helps  close  the  conference. 


New  Mexico  flavor 
(above,  left  and  right.) 


Long-time  friends  Stan  Sager  (I)  and  Russell 
Parchman  (r)  wait  to  present  Bishop 
Hutchinson  for  consecration. 
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United  Methodist  agency  will  launch  TV  campaign  in  2001 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  “Igniting  Ministry,”  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  most  ambitious  attempt  to 
use  television  and  other  media  to  evangelize  the  mass¬ 
es,  will  be  launched  nationally  in  September  2001. 

The  recent  General  Conference  approved  a  cam¬ 
paign  authorizing  United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom)  to  create  national  television  commercials 
about  the  United  Methodist  Church  for  cable  televi¬ 
sion. 

The  $20  million  national  campaign  is  designed  to 
increase  the  awareness  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  its  ministries  and  to  invite  people  into  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ  through  the  local  churches. 

The  campaign  will  be  kicked  off  with  a  proposed 
"United  Methodist  Open  House  Month,”  in  which  local 
churches  will  be  urged  to  hold  a  monthlong  open 
house.  The  churches  will  be  encouraged  “to  get  ready 
for  company,  not  just  by  opening  the  doors  of  the 
church  and  waiting  until  a  30-second  commercial 
motivates  someone  to  walk  in,”  said  the  Rev.  Steve 
Horswill-Johnston,  a  staff  executive  and  the  newly 
named  director  of  Igniting  Ministry. 

Rather,  he  said,  churches  will  see  a  positive  effect 
from  the  TV  ads  if  they  make  a  concentrated  effort  to 
sharpen  their  hospitality  and  marketing  skills,  and  if 
members  personally  invite  people  into  their  houses  of 
worship. 

Horswill-Johnston,  who  formerly  led  the  communi¬ 
cation  agency’s  Conference  Resourcing  Team  (CRT), 
will  assemble  a  team  to  lead  the  campaign  with  help 
from  leadership  across  the  church.  CRT  connects  con¬ 
ference  communicators  with  resources  and  with  each 
other,  provides  communications  training  and  consulta¬ 
tion,  and  provides  other  related  services. 

“Perhaps  it  is  time  to  cease  allowing  only  the  secular 
media  to  declare  what  divides  us  as  a  denomination 
and  use  those  same  media  to  declare  what  unites  us 
and  makes  us  the  denomination  of  choice,”  Horswill- 
Johnston  said.  “Most  importantly,  by  doing  this  across 
the  connection,  we  can  declare  to  those  we  are  inviting 


and  to  each  other  that  our  connectionalism  is  our  com¬ 
petitive  advantage.” 

In  an  effort  to  move  the  campaign  forward,  the  Rev. 
Larry  Hollon,  UMCom’s  top  staff  executive,  has  made 
some  changes  to  incorporate  Igniting  Ministry  into  the 
work  of  the  agency.  Barbara  Nissen,  a  CRT  resource 
consultant,  has  been  named  director  of  information 
and  consulting  services,  which  includes  CRT  and 
InfoServ,  the  denomination’s  toll-free  telephone  general 
information  service.  She  also  will  be  involved  in  devel¬ 
oping  training  materials  for  Igniting  Ministry.  Steve 
Downey,  a  staff  executive  in  charge  of  production  and 
distribution,  also  will  assume  responsibilities  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  Internet  Services. 

“The  2000  General  Conference  entrusted  to 
UMCom  the  responsibility  of  launching  a  new  evangel¬ 
ism  never  tried  by  this  denomination,”  Hollon  said. 

"Television  is  the  language  of  the  people,  the  kind  of 
people  we  are  looking  to  bring  into  relationship  with 
Christ  and  into  our  United  Methodist  congregations.” 

The  ad  campaign  will  provide  the  denomination 
with  the  opportunity  "to  address  persons  we  might 
never  have  the  opportunity  to  communicate  with  in 
any  other  way,”  Hollon  said.  “That  is  exciting.” 

So  far,  nine  television  ads  and  six  radio  spots  have 
been  shown  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Nearly  40  percent  of  the  viewers  polled  indicated  an 
interest  in  visiting  a  United  Methodist  church  after  see¬ 
ing  the  ads. 

The  television  ads  are  one  element  in  a  five-part 
coordinated  effort.  The  broader  campaign  will  support 
and  encourage  local  churches  to  become  active  part¬ 
ners  in  reaching  out  to  “unchurched”  people  and  creat¬ 


ing  renewed  enthusiasm  among  members. 

A  planning  kit  and  training  sessions  will  be  devel¬ 
oped  this  fall  to  assist  congregations  in  honing  their 
inviting  and  welcoming  skills  and  to  provide  guidance 
in  conducting  media  campaigns  based  on  Igniting 
Ministry.  Newspaper  ads,  radio  spots  and  artwork  for 
supporting  media  will  be  included  in  the  planning  kit 
and  on  a  Web  site.  In  addition,  matching  grants  will  be 
offered  to  help  conferences  and  local  churches  with 
media  buys.  On  the  Internet,  the  campaign  will  provide 
information  about  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  a 
locator  service  to  find  local  congregations. 

UMCom  will  use  the  funding  voted  by  General 
Conference  only  to  purchase  time  on  national  cable 
systems.  From  its  own  separate  budget,  the  general 
agency  will  develop  the  spots,  the  planning  kit,  training 
and  Web  site,  as  well  as  provide  funds  for  matching 
grants.  Local  and  regional  matching  grants  will  begin 
early  next  spring.  The  grants  will  enable  recipients  to 
purchase  local  and  regional  broadcast  television  time 
to  supplement  the  nationwide  cable  TV  buy. 
Applications  will  be  available  through  UMCom’s 
Igniting  Ministry  office  (800-476-7766). 

“I  regard  the  training  of  congregations  to  be  wel¬ 
coming  communities  to  be  virtually  as  important  as  the 
public  media  campaign  because  it  provides  us  the 
occasion  to  examine  the  quality  of  our  lives  as  commu¬ 
nities  and  how  we  make  people  feel  welcome  and 
wanted,”  Hollon  said.  "So  the  campaign  really  can 
make  a  difference  to  us  as  a  church  in  many  very 
important  ways.” 

Editor’s  Note:  Fred  Loy,  chair  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Ministry  Team,  who  serves  on  the  board  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  was  part  of  the 
team  that  presented  the  Igniting  Ministry  campaign  to 
the  General  Conference. 


Mandela  to  receive  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award 


UMNS— Nelson  Mandela  will 
receive  the  2000  World  Methodist 
Peace  Award. 

The  award,  given  annually 
since  1977  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  on  Sept.  21  in  Capetown, 

South  Africa. 

Mandela  is  “an  inspiration 
and  hope  for  the  people  of  South 
Africa  and  the  world,”  said  Bishop  Mvume 
Dandala,  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa, 
announcing  the  award  in  Johannesburg. 

"The  peace  award  committee  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  in  making  this  decision,  con¬ 
sidered  Mr.  Mandela’s  unusual  courage  in  the 
face  of  great  danger;  that  during  his  27  years  in 
prison  he  consistently  stayed  true  to  his  vision  of 
a  free  and  democratic  nation;  and  that  he  had 
creatively  led  the  dream  for  freedom  even  while 
in  prison,”  Dandala  said. 

Previous  award  winners  have  included  state 
leaders  such  as  Anwar  Sadat,  Jimmy  Carter  and 
Mikhail  Gorbachev;  religious  leaders  such  as 
Zdravko  Beslov  and  Elias  Chacour;  and  religious 
or  social  groups,  such  as  the  Community  of  St. 
Egidio  in  Italy  and  the  Grandmothers  of  Plaza  de 
Mayo  in  Argentina. 

Frances  Alguire,  the  council’s  chairperson, 
called  Mandela  a  “symbol  of  freedom,  justice 
and  peace”  for  the  last  half  of  the  20th  century. 
"As  a  national  and  world  leader  his  name  is  syn¬ 


onymous  with  reconciliation,”  she  said.  “As  a 
person  he  is  remarkably  free  of  bitterness.  His 
life  reflects  the  qualities  of  the  World  Methodist 
Peace  Award.” 

Dandala  pointed  out  that  Mandela  not  only 
“set  the  tone  for  peace  to  happen  in  South 
Africa,”  but  also  invested  time  in  promoting 
peace  across  the  continent  of  Africa.  He  also  vol¬ 
untarily  reliquished  the  presidency  of  South 
Africa,  allowing  his  successor  to  be  selected 
through  free  elections. 

Dandala  called  that  action  “a  very  rare  occur¬ 
rence  in  Africa.” 

Born  on  July  18, 1918,  at  Mvezo  in  the  Eastern 
Cape,  Mandela  graduated  from  the  Healdtown 
Methodist  Boarding  School.  As  a  leader  in  a  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  apartheid  system,  he  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  life  imprisonment  on  Robben  Island  in 
1963.  After  talks  with  government  representa¬ 
tives,  he  met  with  South  African  President  F.W. 
DeKlerk  late  in  1989  and  was  released  from 
prison  on  Feb.  1 1,  1990.  Mandela  was  elected 
South  Africa’s  president  in  1994  and  retired  in 
1999. 

In  a  telephone  conversation  about  the  award, 
Mandela  told  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  executive  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  that  “the  greatest 
honor  of  my  life  is  to  be  honored  by  my  church.” 

The  council  has  74  member  denomina¬ 
tions,  representing  about  70  million  people  in 
130  nations. 


Public  Service  Announcement 

Firefighters 
Wanted 

The  Baton  Rouge  Fire 
Department  is  accept¬ 
ing  applications  for 
the  position  of 
"Firefighter". 

Applications  must  be 
turned  in  by  August 
11,  2000  to  take  the 
Civil  Service  test  on 
August  31,  2000. 

Applications  may  be  obtained  from  the  Fire  and  Police 
Civil  Service  Office  located  at  1755  Florida  Blvd.  or  Fire 
Department  Headquarters  at  8011  Merle  Gustafson 
Drive.  Applicants  must  turn  in  the  following:  complet¬ 
ed  application,  high  school  diploma,  birth  certificate, 
and  DD214  or  Selective  Service  Registration  (if  male 
under  the  age  of  25)  to  the  Police  and  Fire  Civil  Service 
Office  located  at  1755  Florida  Blvd. 

For  additional  information,  contact  the  Police  and  Fire 
Civil  Service  Office  at  (225)  389-5449  or  the  Baton 
Rouge  Fire  Department  at  (225)  354-1400. 


Photo  by  William  G.  Hartenstein 
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Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


'IN  THE  MARKETPLACE'  --  "We  are  called  to  get  out  from  behind  our  church  walls 
into  the  marketplace,"  says  Violet  L.  Fisher,  after  her  consecration  as  a  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  lobby  of  the  Doubletree  Convention  Center  and 
Hotel  in  Somerset,  NJ.  As  her  consecration  was  taking  place,  members  of  the  East 
Coast  Beer  Memorabilia  Collectors  were  gathering  in  the  lobby  for  their  annual 
convention.  When  the  hotel  lost  electricity,  the  consecration  service  was  moved 
outdoors.  Rain  made  it  impossible  to  continue  the  service  outdoors,  so  it  was 
moved  into  the  hotel  lobby,  the  only  space  in  the  complex  with  enough  windows  to 
allow  in  sufficient  natural  light  to  complete  the  service. 

Seven  of  13  new  bishops,  including  3  women,  are  African  American 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn.—  Retired  Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  has  often  expressed  hope  that  in 
her  lifetime  another  African-American  woman  would  join  her  in  the  church’s 
Council  of  Bishops.  When  five  simultaneous  U.S.  jurisdictional  conferences  conclud¬ 
ed  July  15,  her  wish  came  true  —  three  times.  Seven  of  the  13  new  bishops  elected 
were  African  Americans,  and  three  of  those  were  women.  In  1984,  Kelly  became  the 
first  African-American  woman  elected  a  bishop  in  the  church  and  served  in  the  San 
Francisco  Area  for  four  years  until  her  retirement.  “It  is  great  to  no  longer  be  the 
‘only’,”  she  said.  The  denomination  has  8.4  million  members  in  the  United  States, 
including  about  382,000  black  members.  Following  the  elections  this  summer,  15  of 
the  50  active  U.S.  bishops  are  African  American,  an  increase  of  five  over  the  previous 
1997-2000  quadrennium.  Eleven  are  women,  an  increase  of  two.  During  the  July  12- 
15  conferences,  each  jurisdiction  elected  at  least  one  African  American.  More  details 
on  the  election  of  bishops,  including  all  ballots,  may  be  obtained  at 
http://umns.umc.org/elections  on  the  Internet. 

Suspension  over,  Dell  returns  to  pulpit  at  Chicago  church 
CHICAGO — The  Rev.  Gregory  Dell  returned  to  the  helm  of  Broadway  United 
Methodist  Church  on  July  1,  a  year  after  being  suspended  for  violating  church  law  by 
performing  a  same-sex  union  service.  Dell  told  United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
he  “intends  to  be  a  full  pastor  to  all  the  people”  in  his  Chicago-area  church.  About 
one-third  of  his  220-member  congregation  is  gay  or  lesbian.  Dell  was  suspended 
after  being  convicted  March  26,  1999,  in  a  clergy  trial.  A  panel  of  pastors  found  him 
guilty  of  violating  the  denomination’s  Book  of  Discipline,  which  states  that  homosex¬ 
ual  union  services  shall  not  be  conducted  by  United  Methodist  ministers  nor  held  in 
United  Methodist  sanctuaries. 

Addictive  gambling  has  domino  effect  on  family,  community 
MITCHELL,  S.D. — When  Denise  Larson’s  brother  started  playing  video  lottery  10 
years  ago,  it  was  just  something  to  do  in  the  quiet  little  towns  of  Kingsbury  County, 
South  Dakota.  However,  caught  in  the  seductive  grip  of  flashing  colors  and  the  occa¬ 
sional  payout,  Terry  Pratt,  then  nearly  30,  became  a  person  his  sister  hardly  recog¬ 
nized.  “It’s  hard  to  find  words  for  the  state  he  was  in  when  the  addiction  was  so  pow¬ 
erful.  I  prayed  a  lot  for  him,”  Larson  said.  Because  of  Pratt’s  addiction,  the  emotional 
and  financial  impact  on  the  whole  family  was  staggering.  Larson  said  her  brother  got 
in  trouble  with  debt  and  bad  checks,  lost  his  farm,  lied  to  his  family,  and  stole.  Pratt 
was  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  grand  theft.  “In  prison,  he  found  the  Lord,  and 
that  has  made  the  difference,”  Larson  said.  “When  I  think  of  all  the  families  out  there 
and  what  video  lottery  is  doing  to  them,  it  makes  you  want  to  cry.” 

Release  date  set  for  Korean-English  hymnal 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn. — The  United  Methodist  Church’s  long-awaited  Korean-English 
hymnal  will  be  available  on  Nov.  15, 2001,  denomination  officials  say.  “This  will  be 
the  first  time  that  Korean  United  Methodists  will  have  the  traditional  worship  servic¬ 
es  available  to  them,”  said  the  Rev.  Dan  Benedict,  worship  resources  director  at  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship.  General  Conference,  the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  assembly,  approved  the  hymnal  in  May.  The  book,  titled  Come,  Let  Us 
Worship,  will  be  jointly  published  by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  both  based  in  Nashville.  The  first  printing  will  be  10,000 
copies.  The  860-page  hymnal  will  include  music,  liturgies  and  worship  resources. 


WORLD  WATCH 


GRADUATING 
CLASS  --  Africa 
University  gradu¬ 
ated  its  largest 
group  of  stu¬ 
dents  July  1, 
pushing  the  total 
of  degree  holders 
to  nearly  500. 
Receiving  bache¬ 
lor's  and  master's 
degrees  during 
the  school's  sixth 
graduation  cere¬ 
mony  were  265 
young  people 
from  nine  African 
countries.  A 
UMNS  photo  by 
Bester  Kanyama. 


BOMBING  PROTEST  - 
The  Rev.  Eliezer  Valentin- 
Castanon  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society 
(right)  joins  a  protest 
outside  the  White  House 
in  Washington  calling  on 
President  Clinton  to  stop 
the  U.S.  Navy's  use  of  the 
Puerto  Rican  island  of 
Vieques  as  a  bombing 
practice  range.  A  UMNS 
photo  by  Erik  Alsgaard. 
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Conference  contributes  to 
Louisiana  prison  chapel  fund 


BY  ANGELA  DEGRAVELLES 

The  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation 
(LPCF)  recently  commended  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  its  leadership  and  commitment 
in  assisting  with  fundraising  efforts  to  construct 
chapels  at  Louisiana  prisons. 

In  February,  churches  around  the  state  held 
a  special  collection  to  assist  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  interfaith  chapels.  One  hundred 
twenty-three  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
state  participated  in  the  appeal,  raising  more 
than  $73,000  the  first  year. 

“On  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel 
Foundation,  we  commend  Bishop  Solomon,  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Conference,  the 
clergy,  and  the  generosity  of  the  congregations 
for  the  initial  funds  raised,”  said  LPCF  President 
Dr.  Charles  C.  Kleinpeter. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  urged  each  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Conference  to  continue  the  appeal 
each  February  through  2003.  The  next  appeal  is 
scheduled  on  Sunday,  Feb.  3,  2001. 

The  effort  began  when  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  recommended  support  for  the 
prison  chapel  construction  plans  in  June  1999. 

The  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation 
thanked  the  church  and  asked  United 
Methodist  members  to  open  their  hearts  to  the 
work  of  lay  prison  ministers  as  they  bring  the 
word  of  God  into  the  prisons. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  has  contin¬ 
ued  in  its  steadfast  work  to  support  the  needs  of 
the  incarcerated  through  its  outreach  to  the 
prison  population,”  Kleinpeter  said. 

“As  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation 
was  kicking  off  its  fundraising  efforts  in  1999, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  leaders  spoke 
loudly  and  clearly  of  their  intent  to  be  actively 
involved.  Through  an  annual  special  collection 
over  a  four-year  period,  that  effort  has  been 
extended  to  all  United  Methodists  who  want  to 
participate.  Not  everyone  can  minister  at  the 
prison,  yet  anyone  can  give.  Your  continuing 
focus  on  this  important,  yet  not  forgotten  pop¬ 
ulation,  speaks  highly  of  your  continuing  com¬ 
mitment  to  this  important  ministry,”  he  added. 

In  its  first  six  months  of  fundraising,  the 
Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation  has 
received  pledges  of  more  than  one  million  dol- 


The  Louisiana  Conference  recently  gave  $73,000 
to  put  chapels  behind  prison  walls  and  fences, 
like  this  one  at  Avoyelles  Correctional  Center 
near  Cottonport.  Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 

lars  from  varied  sources  including  individuals, 
grants,  and  religious  groups — all  within 
Louisiana.  Two  individuals  have  pledged  the 
donation  of  a  complete  chapel,  estimated  at 
$300,000  each.  The  LPCF  plans  to  raise  approxi¬ 
mately  $6  million  to  construct  21  chapels  at 
Louisiana  prison  sites  throughout  the  state  over 
the  next  three  years,  Kleinpeter  said.  Governor 
and  Mrs.  Murphy  Foster  are  honorary  chairper¬ 
sons  of  the  effort. 

Kleinpeter  also  recognized  the  tireless  efforts 
of  United  Methodist  Sara  Simmonds  who  serves 
as  secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel 
Foundation  board  of  directors.  Simmonds  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference.  She  has  been  a  member  of  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  for  44  years  and  is  active  in 
Kairos  and  Epiphany  ministries,  having  worked 
in  area  prisons  since  1994. 

“We  are  pleased  to  have  a  group  of  dedicated 
Christians  on  our  board  of  directors;  each 
member  brings  a  special  talent  and  gift  to 
enrich  the  work  of  God.  Sara’s  gift  is  unrelenting 
enthusiasm  for  prison  ministry  and  a  love  for 
the  Lord,  “  Kleinpeter  said. 

Individuals  or  congregations  may  request  a 
speaker,  video  presentation  or  special  group 
appeal  presentations  by  contacting  the 
Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation  at  1-800- 
406-4387,  (225)  931-3664  or  by  e-mail  at  pberg- 
er@pncpa.com.  The  LPCF  also  has  a  web 
address  at  www.chapels.org,  beginning  Aug.  1. 


Representatives  of  the  Christian  Brotherhood  and  Human 
Relations  Clubs  of  the  Work  Training  Facility  North  in  Pineville 
present  a  check  for  $1,000  to  Rev.  John  R.  Johns  for  GRACE 
Camp,  a  camp  for  children  of  incarcerated  persons  (above). 
Each  club  gave  $500,  conducting  various  projects  throughout 
the  year  to  raise  this  money.  This  is  the  second  year  they  have 
raised  money  for  GRACE  Camp  scholarships.  Warden  at  the 
facility  is  Ronnie  Futrell,  member  of  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 
Below,  children  participate  in  the  GRACE  Camp  held  at  Camp 
Istrouma  near  Baton  Rouge  in  June. 

Photo  by  Oneal  A.  Isaac 


GRACE  camp  gets 
underway 


Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in  Faith  Conference  -  October  23-24 


Location:  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  LA 

This  conference  will  focus  on  the 
most  important  institution  on  earth:  the 
family.  In  a  confused,  ever-changing 
world,  support  of  family  life  becomes  of 
utmost  importance.  Hear  and  share 
ways  congregations  can  be  more  proac¬ 
tive  and  effective  as  carriers  of  this 
wholeness. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 

Leonard  Sweet,  noted  author  and  United 
Methodist  preacher. 

Track  leaders  will  include  Dr.  Elbert 
Cole,  an  expert  in  elderly  research;  Sally 
Ann  Roberts,  anchor  at  Channel  4  News 
in  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Stanley  Copeland, 
renowned  preacher  and  author;  Dr.  Fred 
Smith,  an  expert  on  children  and 
firearms;  Richard  Stalder,  secretary  of 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  Public 
Safety  and  Corrections;  and  Jake  HadJey, 
assistant  secretary,  Louisiana  Office  for 


Families  in  Crisis  Conference 
October  23-24 

Pre-registration  is  encouraged 

Cost  of  $55  includes  choice  of  one  track,  four  meals,  and  a  bronze  cross  for  your  home 

Track  1 — Family  Realities  Today  _  Please  prioritize 

Track  2 — Spiritual  Poverty  _  interests  by  ranking 

Track  3 — Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence  _  1114 

Track  4 — Addictive  Behavior  _ 

*Task  Force  will  strive  to  accommodate  your  choice 
Please  direct  any  questions  to  Joanne  White  at  (318)  443-1349 
Make  checks  payable  to  La.  Annual  Conference 

Mail  check  and  completed  registration  to:  Eloise  Cox,  P.O.  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71 342 
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The  Bishops  Initiative ifl 

Addictive  Disorders. 

Tracks  offered  will  cover  1)  Family 
Realities  Today,  2)  Spiritual  Poverty:  The 
Family’s  Ultimate  Challenge,  3)  Beyond 
a  Culture  ofViolence,  4)  Addictive 
Behaviors:  #1  Disorder  Impacting  Family 
Life. 

Sign  up  today  and  bring  enough  peo¬ 
ple  horn  your  church  to  cover  all  the 
tracks. 

Watch  future  issues  of  Louisiana 
NOW!  for  more  information. 


Presented  by 
Louisiana  Conference 
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W.T.  Handy 
Convocation  set  for 
Dillard  University 

BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 
CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 
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Townsend  takes  helm  at 
UMCOR  Depot  at  Sager-Brown 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 
CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

Rev.  Robert  Townsend  blames 
Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM)  Director 
Larry  Norman  for  his  new  job  as  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  Depot  at  the  Sager- 
Brown  facility  in  Baldwin. 

“It  is  partly  Larry’s  fault,"  Townsend 
says  with  laughter  in  his  voice.  “Larry 
asked  me  to  lead  a  VIM  group  to 
Oklahoma  City  to  help  rebuild  after  the 
tornado  last  year.” 

Townsend,  then  in  his  eighth  year  as 
pastor  at  Vivian  UMC,  north  of 
Shreveport,  obliged  by  bringing  eight 
volunteers  to  Oklahoma  the  week  before 
Thanksgiving. 

“It  was  one  of  those  significant 
moments  in  my  life.  And  when  I  came 
back,  I  felt  a  very  strong  calling  in  ways  I 
could  not  deny  to  go  into  disaster 
response  ministry  in  some  form  or  fash¬ 
ion.” 

Townsend  wasn’t  sure  how  to  answer 
the  call,  however,  so  he  wrote  a  letter 
about  it  to  Bishop  Dan  Solomon.  Though 
no  positions  were  available  at  the  time, 
Townsend’s  interest  in  disaster  response 
only  grew. 

He  and  his  wife  Mickie  visited  the 
Depot  on  a  whim  in  February  and 
wound  up  helping  load  boxes  for  a  ship¬ 
ment  of  flood  relief  supplies  to 
Mozambique. 

“We  thought:  ‘Golly,  this  is  signifi¬ 
cant.” 

Townsend  got  his  shot  at  working  in 
disaster  response  when  he  learned  that 
former  Sager-Brown  Director  Bob 


Bob  Townsend 

Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Osgood  would  be  moving  with  his  wife 
Nancy  to  continue  working  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  from  Washington,  D.C. 

Townsend  was  interviewed  while  at 
the  Depot  attending  a  disaster 
response  academy.  He  was  working  at 
Sager-Brown  with  a  group  from  Vivian 
UMC  when  he  learned  he  got  the 
appointment. 

“When  I  stop  to  think  about  it,  it  still 
just  kind  of  blows  my  mind.  I  mean,  God 
had  to  be  a  part  of  it.  There’s  no  doubt  in 
my  mind.  It’s  got  to  be  the  Big  Guy,”  he 
said. 

With  the  Depot  already  running 
strongly — in  one  recent  week,  49  tons  of 
health  kits  and  school  kits  were  shipped 
to  former  Soviet  republics  of  Georgia  and 
Azerbaijan — one  ofTownsend’s  goals  in 

See  TOWNSEND,  Page  2 


Children  in  Need  Task  Force  offers 
Families  in  Crisis  Conference 


It’s  that  time  of  year  again-the  annual 
conference-wide  event  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Task  Force  on 
Children  in  Need  chaired  by  Joanne 
White. 

The  Task  Force  has  presented  a  con¬ 
ference  each  year  since  1997  which 
assured  and  focused  on  the  Louisiana 
Conference’s  participation  in  the 
Episcopal  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
which  was  set  forth  in  1996. 

This  year’s  Oct.  23-24  conference 
theme  is  "Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in 
Faith.”  An  outstanding  group  of  experts 
will  help  churches  learn  how  to  under¬ 
stand  and  proactively  support  family  life 


and  carry  the  wholeness 
which  can  be  restored  by 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  keynote  speaker 
will  be  Dr.  Leonard 
Sweet,  noted  author  and 
United  Methodist 
preacher.  Dr.  Sweet  is 
dean  of  Drew 
Theological  School.  His 
1994  book,  FaithQuakes,  was  selected  as 
one  of  the  10  best  religion  books.  He  also 
is  the  author  of  SoulTsunami, 
AquaChurch,  SoulSalsa  and  others. 

Track  leaders  will  include  Dr.  Elbert 

See  CONFERENCE,  Page  7 


Conference  leaders  will  convene  to 
explore  means  of  strengthening 
Louisiana’s  African-American  United 
Methodist  congregations  Nov.  10-11  at 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

The  W.T.  Handy  Convocation  is 
designed  to  supplement  locally  the 
General  Council  on  Ministry’s  national 
initiative  “Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  for 
the  21st 
Century,” 
said  Dr. 

Alonzo 
Campbell, 

Conference 
Special 
Ministries 
coordina¬ 
tor. 

“Like 

other  gen¬ 
eral  church 
initiatives, 

Bishop 
Solomon 
thought  it 
would  be 
wise  to 
develop  a 
Louisiana 
model  so 
that  we 
could  reach 
our  own  local  needs,”  he  said. 

Convocation  attendees  will  be  able  to 
attend  workshops  on  tithing,  the  pastor- 
parish  relations  committee,  missions 
and  creative  spirituality. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Chester  Jones,  general  secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and. 
the  first  African-American  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Additionally,  three  separate  “tracks” 
will  address  church  needs  according  to 
size:  125  and  greater;  75-125;  and  less 
than  75,  Campbell  said. 

The  convocation  was  named  in  honor 
of  Bishop  W.T.  Handy,  an  African- 
American  native  of  Louisiana  who 
chaired  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  for  many  years  before 
being  elected  bishop  and  serving  the 
Missouri  area  from  1980  to  1992.  He  died 
in  1998. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $10  per  person. 

A  registration  form  for  the  convo¬ 
cation  can  be  found  on  page  8. 


Jr  u'  -si 


Dr.  Leonard 
Sweet 


A  file  photo  shows  a  sign 
that  was  common  during 
the  days  when  Bishop 
Handy  was  a  popular  and 
frequent  guest  at  churches 
around  the  eonferenre 
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BEING  AND  DOING 


A  forever  remembered  moment 


DAN  E.SOLOMAN,  BISHOP 


T 


There  are  times  when  the  heart  over¬ 
flows  and  words  seem  particularly  defi¬ 
cient  in  declaring  the  fullness  of  one’s 
thoughts  and  feelings.  Such  now  prevails 
as  I  write  these  words  following  the  mar¬ 
velous  “retirement  dinner”  given  in  July 
by  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

What  an  awesome 
event  you  provided 
Joy,  our  family  and 
me.  That  special 
night  will  be  treas¬ 
ured  for  the  rest  of 
our  days! 

To  Dr.  Chris 
Andrews,  outgoing 
chair  of  the 
Episcopacy 

Committee,  we  express  our 
profound  gratitude  for  such  a 
superbly  planned  and  imple¬ 
mented  event.  Then  we  quick¬ 
ly  hasten  to  thank  a  host  of 
persons  on  the  committee  and 
in  the  conference  who  labored 
so  creatively  and  effectively  to 
make  the  evening  delicious, 
delightful  and  deeply  moving. 

So  many  persons  shared 
their  witness  by  letter  and  personal  com¬ 
ment  that  neither  time  nor  space  per¬ 
mits  their  naming.  However,  each  one  is 
named  and  remembered  in  our  hearts. 

We  were  blessed  to  have  friends,  both 
clergy  and  laity,  representing  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  Northwest  Texas  and 
Southwest  Texas  Conferences,  as  well  as 
the  Oklahoma  Conference,  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Perhaps  our  most  deeply  felt  personal 
joy  was  the  presence  and  witness  of  our 
three  children.  Each  one  spoke  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  humbled  us  as  parents  and 
made  our  pride  reach  the  limits  of  our 
hearts.  Added  to  that  was  the  presence  of 


our  two  wonderful  daughters-in-law  and 
our  three  “grand”  grandsons,  and  the 
evening  became  grace  upon  grace. 

Then,  of  course,  the  blessings  were 
not  over,  since  nearly  500  persons  were 
in  attendance,  mostly  from  Louisiana. 

We  experienced 
again  in  fresh  and 
powerful  ways  what 
we  have  come  to 
know  as  characteris¬ 
tics  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  —  gra¬ 
cious  hospitality  and 
grand  encourage¬ 
ment.  We  shall  walk 
into  the  days  ahead 
buoyed  by  the  boun¬ 
ty  of  your  good  and 
gracious  spirit. 

Marking  the  completion 
of  41  years  of  active  ministry 
is  cause  for  any  of  us  to  pon¬ 
der,  reflect  and  wonder. 
Whatever  the  varied  feelings 
were,  the  fact  that  our 
“retirement  moment”  was 
hosted  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  filled  the 
moment  with  blessings  that 
surely  would  have  been  difficult  to 
experience  anywhere  else. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists, we  love 
you;  we  thank  God  for  your  faith  and 
your  witness;  we  have  been  highly  privi¬ 
leged  to  have  lived  and  labored  among 
you;  we  join  with  you  to  say,  “now  unto 
the  One  who  is  able  to  keep  us  from 
falling  and  to  present  us  fauldess,  the  all¬ 
wise  God,  be  glory  and  honor  forever 
and  ever! ! ! ! 

Joy  and  Dan  Solomon 

Editor’s  Note:  This  is  Bishop 
Soloman’s  final  “Being  and  Doing" col¬ 
umn.  We  will  miss  his  thought-provoking 
and  inspiring  words. 


We  shall  walk  into 
the  days  ahead 
buoyed  by  the 
bounty  of  your 
good  and  gracious 
spirit. 


Townsend 


continued  from  Page  7 


his  new  post  is  to  redevelop  the  progra- 
matic  ministries  at  Sager-Brown. 

"We’re  getting  back  into  housing  reha¬ 
bilitation  in  this  area,”  he  said. 

One  volunteer  group  recently  patched 
up  the  roof  on  the  home  of  an  elderly 
man  in  the  community. 

Another  project  in  die  offing  is  the 
construction  of  a  wheelchair  ramp  for  a 
community  service  agency  in  nearby 
Franklin. 

Some  of  the  programs  initiated  at 
Sager-Brown,  such  as  a  vocational  car¬ 
pentry  school,  have  been  adopted  by  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

“So,  we’re  going  to  try  to  figure  out 
some  other  areas  in  which  we  can  be  of 
service  to  the  community,”  Townsend 
said. 

The  group  that  worked  on  the  elderly 
man’s  roof  developed  a  strong  bond  with 


him,  said  Director  of  Facilities  Lonnie 
Simoneaux. 

“When  he  saw  Bob  and  I  drive  up — 
we  were  coming  to  check  the  jobsite — he 
came  running  and  said,  ‘I  had  the  best 
time  of  my  life.’ 

‘What  happened?”’  I  said. 

The  group  hadn’t  told  them  that  they 
had  returned  one  evening  to  take  the 
man,  well  into  his  eighties,  to  dinner  and 
to  dance  to  Cajun  music  at  a  restaurant 
in  Lafayette. 

“When  we  got  their  evaluation  back, 
the  volunteers  said  the  relationship  they 
developed  with  that  man  was  the  high¬ 
light  of  their  week,”  Townsend  said.  “Like 
I  say,  that  is  our  ministry:  to  allow  others 
the  opportunity  to  be  in  ministry. 

“People  leave  here  changed — as  much 
as  me  in  Oklahoma  City.  To  me,  that’s 
what  it’s  all  about.” 


Connected  through  'a  portion  merit' for  others 

Perfectly  expainable  miracles 


Ken  Klemme 


BY  KEN  KLEMME 
PASTOR,  QUITMAN-CLAYUMC 

The  Gospel  of  John  ends  with 
the  statement:  “And  there  are  also 
many  other  things  which  Jesus 
did,  which  if  they  were  written  in 
detail,  I  suppose  that  even  the 
world  itself  would  not  contain  the 
books  which  were  written.”  This 
Jesus  who  taught  that  we  are  to 
love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our 
heart,  soul  and  mind  and  that  we 
are  to  love  our  neighbor  even  as  our 
self,  went  about  demonstrating  that 

love  faithfully,  practically, 
frequently  and  miracu¬ 
lously.  Then  he  told  his 
disciples  that  we  would 
do  all  of  these  things  and 
even  greater  things  in  His 
name  and  by  His  Spirit. 
What  a  challenge! 

Today,  we  employ 

highly  educated  scientists  and  sophisti¬ 
cated  technologies  to  probe,  test  and 
examine  every  phenomenon  so  that  we 
understand  it  and  can  explain  it  to  the 
utmost  degree.  The  word  “miracle”  is 
rarely  used  except  by  marketers  and 
tabloids.  Many  contend  that  miracles,  as 
described  in  biblical  stories,  no  longer 
occur.  Where  are  these  miraculous 
things  that  Jesus  foretold? 

This  month,  I  have  been  given  the 
privilege  of  sharing  a  witness  of  the  acts 
of  modern  disciples  of  Jesus  in  the  com¬ 
munities  surrounding  Quitman,  La.  I 
have  been  blessed  with  the  opportunity 
of  serving  the  church  in  this  place,  as  a 
student  local  pastor,  while  completing 
some  undergraduate  prerequisites  to 
seminary.  One  of  the  endeavors  of 
which  I  am  most  proud  is  a  youth  min¬ 
istry  called  Christo  Primero,  which  is 
sponsored  by  several  area  congregations 
and  very  generously  by  a  SAM  grant 
from  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Christo  Primero  was  originally  con- 


Youth  in  Primero  Christo  ministry  enjoy  a  luau 
supper  together. 

ceived  as  a  cooperative  effort  by  small 
churches  in  our  town  and  country  envi¬ 
ronment  to  provide  the  teens  at  our 
churches  the  ministries  and  opportuni¬ 
ties  usually  only  afforded  to  the  youth  of 
large  churches.  We  have  developed  a 
youth-led  weekly  alternative  worship 
service,  a  praise  music  band,  a  Bible 
study,  several  local  mission  projects  and 
our  own  Web-site  (www.christo- 
primero.org). 

Our  group  has  taken  two  mission 
trips  to  help  Native  American  churches 
in  Oklahoma  and  we  are  about  to  take 
over  50  people  on  our  second  mission 
trip  to  Florida.  Christo  Primero  spon¬ 
sors  a  high-  school  tutoring  program 
and  is  developing  a  college  scholarship. 
Our  Design  Team,  a  group  of  teen  lead¬ 
ers,  plans  and  carries  out  these  min¬ 
istries  with  the  assistance  of  a  few 
adult  mentors. 

While  wonderfully  meeting  our  origi¬ 
nal  goals,  Christo  Primero  has  become 
one  of  our  most  successful  outreach 
ministries.  Nearly  50  percent  of  our 
group  are  young  people  who  have  no 
other  church  affiliation.  Many  young 
people  have  heard  the  Gospel,  read  and 
studied  some  of  the  Bible,  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  worship  service  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives  through  this  ministry. 
Several  have  met  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior. 
The  ministry  that  I  am  witness  to  isn’t 

See  MIRACLES,  Page  6 
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Witness:  Louisiana  Conference  Shalom  Zones 


Mansfield  UMC  dishes  out  food, 
peace  and  unity  to  community 
through  Shalom  Zone 


Art  program  at  Thompson  UMC 
paints  a  brighter  future  for 
New  Orleans  inner  city  youth 


CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 


UMC. 


The  children  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  around  Thompson  UMC 
in  New  Orleans  are  “at  risk.” 

That’s  the  polite  way  of  saying 
that  they  are  exposed  to  crime 
continually,  often  at  home. 

Many  of  the  children  live  in 
single-parent  homes.  Some  of 
those  parents  smoke  crack 
cocaine.  Others  trade  their 
bodies  for  money  or  drugs.  Still 
others  are  incarcerated,  per¬ 
haps  along  with  one  or  more  of 
a  child’s  older  siblings. 

“In  a  sense,  you  have  many 
of  the  older  kids  trying  to  raise 
the  younger  kids,  so  we 
become  their  parents,  so  to 
speak,”  said  Rev.  William  Jones, 
pastor. 

Church  leaders  assumed  that 
role  through  a  New  Orleans 
District  Shalom  Zone  creative 
arts  program  that  gives  children 
something  constructive  to  do 
with  their  time,  while  providing  them 
with  a  crucial  sense  of  accomplishment 
and  self-esteem,  Jones  said. 

Shalom  Zones  are  community  devel¬ 
opment  programs  housed  in  local 
churches  and  supported  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM). 

Communities  of  Shalom,  whose  aim 
is  to  renew  and  rebuild  community  life, 
typically  focus  on  impoverished  areas, 
though  that  is  not  always  the  case,  said 
Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  Special  Ministries 
coordinator  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  There  are  several  Shalom 
Zones  in  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  in 
Shreveport  and  Monroe,  he  said. 

“The  Church  ought  to  be  proactive 
instead  of  reactive.  Shalom  Zones  are  an 
example  of  that,”  Campbell  said. 

During  the  school  year,  children  from 
the  community  around  Thompson  UMC 
get  help  with  their  homework  before 
they  are  given  a  snack  and  allowed  to 
draw  pictures,  make  masks  from  paper 
plates  and  lunch  sacks  or  whatever  the 
current  project  may  be. 

However,  the  summer  program 
focuses  on  creative  arts  and  other  activi¬ 
ties,  like  visiting  the  zoo  or  an  historical 
site  like  the  Chalmette  National 
Battlefield,  where  the  Battle  of  New 
Orleans  was  fought. 

“This  is  an  attempt  to  develop  strate¬ 
gies  for  forming  a  good  church-commu¬ 
nity  relationship  to  help  bring  about 
healing.  And  we  feel  that  we  can  best  do 
this  by  working  with  many  of  the  young 
children  and  by  helping  to  bring  about 
renewal  and  bridging  the  gap  between 
the  fortunate  and  the  less  fortunate,” 
said  Jones,  a  graduate  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  Dillard  University  in 


Above,  Rev.  William  Jones  stands  with  two  artists 
who  recently  showed  their  art  at  a  fundraiser  for 
the  Creative  Arts  Program  at  Thompson  UMC. 

Photo  by  John  Hochberg 

Below,  a  young  artist  expresses  himself  at  the 
Shalom  Zone  Creative  Arts  Program  at  Thompson 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


New  Orleans. 

“We  see  it  as  a  mission,  because 
Christ  invites  all  people  to  come  and 
participate  as  partners  in  making  the 
community  safer,  better  and  coopera¬ 
tive.  And  in  this  we  feel  that  we  are 
serving  God  as  well  as  our  fellow  man,” 
he  said. 

Starting  a  program  based  on  creative 
arts  was  a  natural  choice  for  Jones,  a  life¬ 
long  artist. 

“I’m  a  minister,  but  I’m  an  art  teacher 
too,"  he  said.  At  Dillard,  he  majored  in 
art  education  and  years  later  taught  the 
subject  there  and  at  other  colleges  and 
high  schools  around  the  state. 

Jones  has  sold  much  of  his  own  art 
work,  often  done  with  religious  themes, 
to  private  collectors  and  galleries  around 
the  country,  such  as  the  High  Museum 
of  Art  in  Atlanta. 

See  THOMPSON,  Page  6 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 


Above,  outdoor  sports  are  included  in  the  Shady  Grove  UMC  Shalom  Zone  summer 
program. 

Below,  local  children  enjoy  breakfast  at  the  Housing  Authority  feeding  program 
sponsored  by  Shady  Grove  UMC.  Photos  by  Abe  Levy 


BY  ABE  LEVY 

SPECIAL  TO  LOUISIANA  NOW! 

MANSFIELD- Three-year-old  Kanican 
Garret  sits  quietly  at  a  table  in  the 
Mansfield  Housing  Authority  cafeteria, 
calling  out  the  color  of  each  Fruit  Loop 
that  she  spoons  into  her  mouth  on  a 
recent  July  morning. 

Garret  lives  at  the  housing  authority,  a 
federally  funded  facility  with  few  recre¬ 
ational  areas  except  for  several  small, 
open  lawns.  "Yellow,  green  ...  pink,”  she 
says,  her  little  fingers  dipping  into  the 
milk  to  handplace  the  loops  onto  her 
plastic  spoon. 

She’s  too  young  to  know  Shady  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  in  DeSoto 
Parish  teamed  up  with  local  government 
bodies  for  a  state-feeding  program  from 
which  she’s  benefiting.  She’s  too  young  to 
know  the  housing  authority  is  in  a 
Shalom  Zone,  an  area  the  church  desig¬ 
nated  to  meet  specific  local  needs  by 
partnering  with  government  bodies  and 
caring  residents. 

“Our  church  family  is  very  supportive 
of  things  that  would  help  in  the  com¬ 
munity,”  said  the  Rev.  George  Thomas, 
pastor  of  the  220-member  congregation. 
“That’s  really  what  it’s  all  about.  It’s  out¬ 
reach  ministry  that  reaches  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  church  and  says  we  love  peo¬ 
ple  and  they  are  our  neighbors.  It’s  really 
a  wonderful  opportunity  to  make  peace 
and  bring  joy.” 

Thomas  is  the  Shreveport  District 
coordinator  for  Shalom  Zones,  an  idea 
approved  by  the  General  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  1992  as 
a  way  to  address  problems  that  surfaced 
from  the  Los  Angeles  riots.  Knowing  the 


word  "shalom”  means  peace  in  Hebrew, 
small  geographical  zones  were  designat¬ 
ed  as  target  areas  for  churches  and  com¬ 
munities  to  join  together  to  revitalize 
these  areas. 

The  concept  is  that  local  residents 
and  agencies  would  identify  local  prob¬ 
lems  and  then  provide  the  solutions 
together,  using  the  assets  already  present 
in  that  community.  The  goal  is  to  see 
spiritual  renewal  of  individuals  and 
churches,  economic  development, 
improvement  of  racial,  cultural  and 
social-class  relationships  and  to  provide 
physical  and  spiritual  healing. 

More  than  350  Shalom  Zones  have 
been  created  nationwide,  including  four 
in  the  Shreveport  District,  six  others  in 
the  conference  in  Baton  Rouge,  New 
Orleans  and  Monroe,  two  in  Africa  and 
plans  for  more  in  Northern  Ireland  and 
the  Philippines. 

Shady  Grove  UMC  founded  the 
Shalom  Zone  in  Mansfield  three  years 

See  MANSFIELD,  Page  6 
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How  do  you  spell  excitement? 


m 


Dr.  Douglas 
Ezell 


BY  DOUGLAS  EZELL, 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT 

How  do  you  spell 
excitement?  M-i-d-d-l-e 
s-c-h-o-o-l-e-r.  Where 
can  you  see  such 
excitement?  Well,  I 
don’t  know  all  the 
places,  but  one  place  I 
saw  it  in  our  district 
was  at  Junior  High 
Camp  at  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc.  Fifty-eight 
middle  schoolers  sang  praises  to 
God,  turned  the  pages  of  their  Bibles 
following  the  camp  chaplain’s  biblical 
references  and  hung  on  his  words, 
wanting  to  hear  the  truth.  That’s 
excitement  at  its  finest. 

How  do  you  spell  compassion?  M- 
i-d-d-l-e  s-c-h-o-o-l-e-r.  I  saw  com¬ 
passion  at  the  same  retreat  center  as 
a  young  female  participant  moved  to 
the  music  and  listened  to  the  ser¬ 
mon.  Evidently,  something  moved 
inside  of  her.  She  scooted  across  the 
concrete  floor,  whispered  in  the  ear 
of  a  girlfriend  and  then  they  hugged, 
prayed  and  cried.  Maybe  they  were 


making  up.  Maybe  she  was  sharing  a 
confession.  Maybe  she  was  just  say¬ 
ing,  "I  love  you.”  We  will  really  never 
know  that  message.  However,  the 
message  that  all  could  see  and  read 
clearly  was  the  compassion  of  one  for 
another. 

Oh,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  might  blow 
its  mighty  presence  into  each  of  our 
lives  until  we  are  as  alert  and  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  truth  as  a  middle  schooler. 
Oh,  that  we  become  as  unashamed  of 
our  expressions  of  love  and  compas¬ 
sion;  and  oh,  that  we  might  have  eyes 
to  see  those  who  need  a  tender  touch 
and  the  willingness  to  be  accepting  of 
those  who  need  forgiveness  and  a 
friend  to  say  everything's  OK. 

Because  it  is  OK.  Jesus  made  it  so  in 
his  work  on  the  cross  and  the  resur¬ 
rection.  Read  John  6  and  it  will 
become  clear  that  it  is  His  work  that 
counts.  If  there  is  any  work  left  for  us, 
it  is  to  accept  His  work  and  be 
accepting  of  all  who  come  our  way. 

If  we  really  accept  this  truth,  we 
might  just  relax  and  become  on  occa¬ 
sion  as  giddy  as  a  middle  schooler. 

Bishop  Dan 
Solomon,  right, 
and  district  lay 
leader  David 
Qualls,  center, 
join  in  the 
Investiture 
Service  at 
Henning 
Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Sulphur  for  Dr. 
Doug  Ezell,  left, 
the  new  district 
superintendent. 
Photo  by 
Karen  Davis 


UMW  celebrate  Quiet  Day 


BY  BETTY  VERRET 

“Sharing  the  Word,”  was  the  theme  of  the  Lake 
Charles  and  Alexandria  districts'  United  Methodist 
Women  Quiet  Day  celebrated  at  the  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  in  April.  Jerri  Dommert,  Lake  Charles 
District  president,  and  Janet  Ward,  president  of  the 
Alexandria  District,  welcomed  some  80  women. 

The  theme  was  evident  throughout  the  day  in 
many  ways.  Jeanine  Hirst,  a  Louisiana  Conference 
missionary  in  Kazakhstan,  shared  her  work  as  a 
nurse  in  an  area  where  medical  care  is  struggling  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  new  country  established  in 
1991.  She  told  of  her  personal  prayers  and  asked 
others  to  join  her  because  without  God’s  help  this 
medical  mission  cannot  survive. 

Other  moments  of  sharing  came  through  Aline 
Kestal  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles,  recalling  her  experience  of  living  a 
Christian  life  in  a  foreign  country  where  other  reli¬ 
gions  dominate.  Pat  Davis,  Lake  Charles  District 
treasurer,  gave  an  overview  of  money  in  mission. 
Devotional  was  given  by  Mary  Parker,  and  Jerri 
Dommert  provided  an  inspirational  reading. 
“Sharing  in  Singing”  by  the  Alexandria  District  was 
enjoyed  by  all  and  set  the  mood  for  quiet  time  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  provided  by  the  staff  and  Sammie 
King,  director  of  Uskichitto. 


Retired  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Larry  Maddin,  right,  and  his  wife,  Gayle,  were 
honored  recently  at  a  going-away  party  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles.  Photo  by  Robert  Handy  Jr. 

District  churches  keep 
busy  through  summer 


First  UMC  in  Deridder  recently 
announced  that  Mark  Corda  is  their 
Scout  Master,  and  19  Scouts  are  making 
plans  to  attend  summer  camp.  The 
Junior  High  Youth  group  of  Moss  Bluff 
UMC  is  participating  in  the  Home  Repair 
Project  in  Dulac.  The  Senior  High  group 
at  Moss  Bluff  UMC  was  recently  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  at  the  Camp  Aldersgate 
Mission  Experience. 

Members  of  Henning  Memorial  UMC 
have  returned  to  their  newly  renovated 
sanctuary.  They  are  also  ministering  to 
members  of  their  community  through  a 
Friendship  Meal  that  is  held  at  1 1:30  a.m. 
on  the  third  Thursday  of  every  month  at 


Alexandria  District  President  Janet  Ward,  left,  and  Jerri  Dommert, 
Lake  Charles  District  president,  welcome  participants  to  Quiet  Day  at 
the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  Photo  by  Betty  Verret 


the  Family  Life  Center.  This  meal  is  pre¬ 
pared  by  church  volunteers  and  served 
to  the  sick  and  shut-in  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  as  well  as  anyone  wishing  to  eat  and 
fellowship  with  others  at  the  Family  Life 
Center.  Over  160  people  are  fed  monthly 
through  this  ministry. 

Oak  Park  UMC  is  contributing  $450 
to  the  Calcasieu  Community  Clinic,  a 
non-profit  corporation  dedicated  to  pro¬ 
viding  free  ambulatory  medical  care  and 
pharmaceuticals  to  the  underserved  and 
underinsured  residents  of  the  Imperial 
Calcasieu  area.  The  clinic  is  scheduled  to 
open  next  month. 

Jennings  UMC  is  conducting  a  con¬ 
temporary  worship  service  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  Sunday  of  each  month  at  8:30  a.m. 
in  the  Cary  Avenue  facility.  University 
UMC  recently  received  24  new  mem¬ 
bers.  Included  in  this  number  were  eight 
baptisms,  16  professions  of  faith,  four 
transfers  from  other  United  Methodist 
churches,  and  three  members  who  unit¬ 
ed  from  other  denominations. 

On  a  final  note,  District  Missioner 
Jean  Foreman  has  gone  to  Wilmore,  Ky. 
to  attend  Asbury  Seminary. 

Lake  Charles  District 
816  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70801 
(337) 4392982 

E-mail:  lcdumc@usunwired.net 

Dr.  Douglas  Ezell 
District  Superintendent 
Constance  Abraham-Handy 

District  Communication  Advisor 
Position  open 
District  Missioner 

Your  church  news  could  be  here! 

Interested? 

Send  news  and  photos  to: 
Constance  Abraham-Handy 
2706  Walden  Drive 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 
(337)  474-4187 
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'Fresh  Wind'  renews  Crew 


"Fresh  Wind,  Fresh  Fire"  participants,  from  left,  Mary  Telano,  Betty  Magee,  Lorene 
Henry  and  Pat  Patterson  join  Rev.  Margaret  Brown,  right,  at  the  altar  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  seminar.  Brown  planned  the  time  of  renewal  to  encourage  members  and 
nurture  their  spiritual  growth. 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

"Fresh  Wind,  Fresh  Fire"  was  a  time 
of  spiritual  renewal  and  inspiration  for 
members  of  Crew  Lake  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Start. 

Rev.  Margaret  L.  Brown,  pastor  of  the 
church,  planned  the  mid-March  semi¬ 
nar  as  a  way  to  inspire  members  and 
invited  Rev.  Mark  Dowell  of  Oak  Grove 
UMC  to  lead  the  two  sessions.  Mary 
Nann  McMullen  of  Lea  Joyner  UMC 
provided  music  leadership  for  the  semi¬ 
nar. 

Drama,  visual  aids,  small-group 
interaction,  testimonies,  songs  and 
devotions  helped  participants  evaluate 
their  individual  spiritual  journeys.  The 
hope  and  goal  of  the  seminar  was  for 
each  member  to  experience  "abundant 
life  in  Christ."  Part  of  the  journey 
involved  looking  back  at  the  past,  but 
the  importance  of  the  present  and  the 
future  also  were  stressed. 

An  unexpected  opportunity  for  min¬ 
istry  occurred  when  a  grieving  mother 
visited  the  church  during  the  retreat  to 
ask  for  help.  The  woman  was  returning 
to  her  home  in  Kentucky  after  attending 


the  funeral  of  her  young  child.  She  did 
not  leave  empty-handed  and  was  encir¬ 
cled  by  participants  with  prayer. 

"Fresh  Wind,  Fresh  Fire"  is  a  means 


for  individuals  to  nurture  and  see  where 
they  are  in  the  journey  called  "life  in 
Christ."  For  more  information,  contact 
Rev.  Margaret  Brown  at  (318)  728-5056. 
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Church  member 
creates  ark 
mural 

Recent  Sunday  school  studies  of 
Noah's  Ark  and  the  great  flood  raised 
much  enthusiasm  among  the  pri¬ 
mary  students  of  Memorial  UMC  in 
Monroe.  So  much,  in  fact,  that  local 
artist  and  longtime  church  member 
Ann  Clayton  volunteered  to  paint  a 
mural  depicting  the  ark  on  one  of  the 
nursery  walls. 

The  painting  shows  Noah,  along 
with  camels,  birds  and  other  animals, 
preparing  to  board  the  ark.  The  chil¬ 
dren  checked  in  on  the  progress  of 
the  mural  frequently,  further  encour¬ 
aging  Clayton  in  her  efforts.  Her  work 
is  sure  to  make  this  Bible  story  one 
the  children  will  remember  for  a  long 
time  to  come. 

Below,  Memorial  UMC  member  Ann 
Clayton  creates  a  mural  depicting 
Noah's  Ark  on  a  nursery  room  wall. 


Asbury  UMC  dedicates  parsonage 


District  Superintendent  Rev.  Marie  Williams,  right,  looks  on  as,  from  left,  Dorothy 
May,  Rev.  Emile  Rousseau  Jr.  and  Roy  Glenn  McGrew  participate  in  a  note  burn¬ 
ing  ceremony  at  the  Asbury  UMC  parsonage. 


Asbury  UMC  W.  Monroe  held  a  note  burning  and  dedication  ceremony 
recently  at  the  Asbury  parsonage.  The  parsonage  was  built  in  1990  and  the 
church  managed  to  pay  for  the  four-bedroom  brick  home  in  less  than  10  years. 

A  special  program,  Freedom  2000,  was  inaugurated  by  the  church  in  1999 
with  the  goal  of  paying  off  the  debt.  Dorothy  May,  Asbury  UMC  treasurer, 
Church  Pastor  Rev.  Emile  Rousseau  }r.,  Finance  Chairman  Roy  Glenn  McGrew, 
and  District  Superintendent  Marie  Williams  all  helped  burn  the  note. 

Rev.  Williams  led  the  dedication  service  and  told  church  members  she 
was  proud  of  their  accomplishment  and  commitment.  Following  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  service,  tours  of  the  parsonage  were  given  and 
church  members  enjoyed  a  potluck  lunch  on  the  parsonage  grounds. 


Sunday  school  workshop  focuses  on  youth 


Children  and  youth  will  be  the  focus 
of  a  Sunday  school  Christian  education 
workshop  scheduled  for  Aug.  27  at  St. 
Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe. 

Following  a  short  welcoming  celebra¬ 
tion,  four  breakout  sessions  will  be  held 
focusing  on  preschoolers,  children, 
youth  and  one-room  Sunday  schools. 

The  district's  new  education  coordi¬ 
nator,  Tonya  Hamilton,  will  lead  the 
preschool  session.  Hamilton  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  West  Monroe,  where  she  has  served 
as  director  of  program  ministries  for 
over  five  years. 

Leading  the  children's  portion  of  the 
workshop  will  be  Wanda  Ramsey  of 
FUMC  in  Monroe.  Ramsey  retired  from 
the  public  school  system  after  24  years 
of  service  and  has  held  the  positions  of 
children's  director  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  director  for  the  last  four  years. 

Carolyn  Dove,  the  conference's  direc¬ 
tor  of  youth  ministry  and  camping,  will 
oversee  the  youth  session.  Dove  has 
been  involved  in  Christian  education 
since  1988.  She  is  a  member  of  both  the 
state  and  national  United  Methodist 


Educators  Fellowship. 

Lyn  Stiles,  a  Sunday  school  teacher 
for  30  years,  will  lead  the  One  Room 
Sunday  School  discussion.  A  school 
teacher,  Stiles  has  worked  with  elemen¬ 
tary  and  high-school-aged  children. 

Registration  will  begin  at  2  p.m.  The 
church  is  located  at  1901  Lexington  Ave. 


Monroe  District 

909  North  18th  Street,  Suite  206 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
(318)  387-7364 

E-mail:  Monroedistrict@cs.com 

Rev.  Marie  Williams 
District  Superintendent 
Jo  Traweek 

District  Communication  Advisor 
Jana  Smith 
District  Missioner 


Picture  your  church  news  here! 
Send  stories  and  photos  to: 

Jo  Traweek 
110  Pinewood  Drive 
West  Monroe,  La.  71291 
Phone:  (318)  396-1319 
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Mansfield 
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ago  after  agreeing  to  sponsor  the 
Mansfield  Housing  Authority  in  the  feed¬ 
ing  program. 

The  local  school  board  had  declined 
being  the  sponsor,  a  prerequisite  for 
applying  for  the  state  Board  of  Education 
program,  which  pays  $2.18  per  child  for 
lunch  and  $1 .25  for  breakfast.  The 
money  also  pays  for  a  monitor,  janitor, 
four  assistants  and  four  cooks. 

“It  means  a  lot  because  (the  church) 
trusts  me,”  said  Betty  Carter,  outreach 
coordinator  at  the  housing  authority 
who  oversees  the  program.  "It's  saying  1 
trust  you  to  do  the  right  thing  and 
whatever  guidelines  the  state  wants, 
we  trust  you're  going  to  go  by  them. 
That  means  a  lot.” 

This  summer,  it’s  meant  more  than 
800  children-ages  1  to  18 — were  fed 
daily.  The  children  came  from  the  hous¬ 
ing  authority  and  some  were  summer 
students  at  elementary'  and  middle 
schools  in  Logansport  and  DeSoto 
Parish. 

Besides  giving  food,  about  12  Shady 
Grove  church  members  rotate  shifts  as 
volunteers  to  play  outdoor  games  like 
basketball,  dodgeball  and  wiffleball  with 
the  children.  Indoors,  they’ve  tutored  the 
children  in  math  and  other  subjects. 

One  morning  at  the  housing  author¬ 


ity’s  cafeteria,  a  half  dozen  boys  trick¬ 
led  through  the  doors  about  30  min¬ 
utes  before  breakfast  time.  They  were 
noticeably  tired  but  eager  to  eat.  They 
live  in  units  at  the  housing  authority 
except  for  one  who  walked  several 
blocks  to  be  there. 

The  early  birds  were  the  first  in  line 
where  they  filled  up  on  cereal,  milk  and 
orange  juice  before  racing  outside  for  an 
impromptu  dodgeball  game.  That  morn¬ 
ing  happened  to  draw  about  50  youth. 
But  when  hot  pancakes,  eggs,  sausage 
and  hashbrowns  are  on  the  menu,  up  to 
130  have  been  known  to  come. 

The  Mansfield  Housing  Authority  area 
was  a  shoe-in  to  qualify  for  the  feeding 
program.  Already,  86  percent  of  students 
at  Mansfield  elementary  and  middle 
schools  qualify  for  free  or  reduced  lunch¬ 
es.  The  need  is  great,  pastor  Thomas 
believes.  The  church  hopes  to  expand 
the  feeding  program  to  make  it  available 
year-round.  And  the  church  is  develop¬ 
ing  a  plan  to  build  a  community  center. 

“That’s  what  shalom  is,”  Thomas  said. 
“It  brings  unity  and  peace.  It  bridges  the 
gaps.  It  helps  restless  children  find  a  way 
to  co-exist.  They  leant  to  get  along  and 
make  friends.” 

Abe  Levy  is  religion  writer  for  the 
Shreveport  Times. 


Thompson 
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And  just  as  his  art  is  religious,  his 
ministry'  is  artistic. 

“I’ve  always  included  art  in  my 
church  work.  Being  a  natural-bom  artist, 
I’ve  always  kept  in  touch  with  art.  I  like 
the  hands-on  approach.  I  like  to  teach  it 
to  children  and  other  individuals.  It 
helps  to  refresh  the  mind  and  gives  a 
creative  way  to  express  oneself.” 

Jones  founded  the  creative  art  pro¬ 
gram  in  1993.  Roughly  a  year  later,  it 
became  a  Shalom  Zone  program,  Jones 
said.  Attendance  averages  between  14- 
18  children  per  session.  As  many  as  33 
have  attended  in  the  past. 

The  creative  art  projects  have  made  a 
difference  in  the  children’s  lives,  Jones 
said.  Many  of  the  children  were  aggres¬ 
sive  when  they  first  attended  the  pro¬ 
gram.  After  some  time  in  the  program 
working  at  creative  activities  like  color¬ 
ing  and  mask  making,  the  children  set¬ 
tled  down  and  got  along  better. 


“That  was  one  of  the  major  changes 
that  we  were  happy  to  see,”  he  said. 

The  GBGM,  which  provides  Shalom 
Zone  grants,  recently  included  the 
creative  arts  program  at  Thompson 
UMC  in  a  video  shown  at  General 
Conference  showcasing  various 
Shalom  Zones  around  the  country. 

And  the  church  recently  held  a 
Sunday  afternoon  fundraiser  where 
children  performed  a  drama  skit  on 
St.  Peter  and  read  poetry,  in  addition 
to  displaying  the  visual  art  they  had 
created. 

The  creative  arts  program  has 
affected  the  children  in  other  ways  as 
well.  Several  have  joined  the  church, 
and  a  couple  of  children  have  also 
served  as  acolytes. 

It’s  especially  important  to  reach 
out  to  children,  Jones  said. 

“If  they’re  not  in  church  now,  then 
they  won’t  be  in  church  later.” 


Miracles 


continued  from  Page  2 


beyond  scientific  explanation.  So  far, 
none  of  us  has  walked  on  water  or 
calmed  a  storm  at  sea  with  just  words, 
but  lives  are  being  touched  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Educationally  and  socially  at-risk 
youth  are  finding  meaning  and  purpose 
in  life  and  are  being  mentored  by  strong 
Christian  peers  and  adults.  Young  peo¬ 
ple  are  finding  a  place  to  serve  and  to 
lead  in  our  local  churches.  Christians 
from  several  small  churches  across 
denominational  lines  are  cooperating  to 
share  effective  ministries  to  those  who 
have  no  church.  Brand-new  disciples 
are  being  made  and  the  Church  is  grow¬ 


ing  and  vibrant  and  ever-stronger. 

It  is  perfectly  explainable  that  people 
called  Methodist  provide  financial  mis- 
sional  support  through  agencies  like  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
It  is  perfectly  explainable  that  local  con¬ 
gregations  use  these  funds  to  help 
establish  and  support  new  ministries  in 
little  and  large  communities  all  over  our 
world.  It  is  perfectly  explainable  that 
scholarships  help  develop  and  prepare 
people  to  provide  leadership. 

Perfectly  explainable,  yet  MIRACU¬ 
LOUS  no  less!  Thank  you  Jesus  for  your 
faith  in  us.  Thank  you  United 
Methodists  for  your  support. 


Implementing  changes 
from  General  Conference 


BYRENAY0C0M 

EXEC.  DIRECTOR,  CONFERENCE  MISSION  AND 
MINISTRIES 

When  the  General  Conference  met  in 
Cleveland,  it  adopted  1,578  pieces  of 
legislation.  Some  of  the  items  have 
received  much  publicity.  Other  items 
were  somewhat  hidden  in  the  2,564 
pages  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

Here  are  a  few  examples: 

•  encouraged  churches,  conferences 
and  agencies  to  establish  partnerships 
with  local  public  schools  and  to  sponsor 
programs  including  after-school  literacy 
and  reading  programs; 

•  continued  the  six  special  Sundays, 

with  offerings;  man 

•  created  an  “Organ  and  ^  •g3C£l  — ' 

Tissue  Donor  Sunday”  to 
be  observed,  without  an 
offering,  on  the  second 
Sunday  in  November; 

•  noted  that  60 
nations  condone  the 
persecution  of 
Christians  and  urged 
congregations  to  observe 
an  "International  Day  of 
Prayer  for  the  Persecuted 
Church;” 

•  permitted  churches  to  create  posts 
of  scouting  coordinator  and  chairs  of 
"earth  advocacy;” 

•  continued  an  emphasis  on  restora¬ 
tive  justice  ministries; 

•  noted  there  are  now  35  million  peo¬ 
ple  over  age  65  and  supported  a  plan  for 
older  adult  ministries; 

•  approved  a  $300  million  develop¬ 
ment  fund  for  the  1 1  historically  black 
colleges  and  universities,  to  be  raised 
from  individual  donors  over  a  25-year 
period; 

•  clarified  that  all  properties  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  the  UMC-“tangible  and  intangi- 
ble”-are  held  in  trust  for  the  UMC; 

•  changed  “local  pastor’s  license”  to 
“license  for  pastoral  ministry;” 

•  required  purchased  parsonages  to 
have  accessible  features  for  persons  with 
disabilities  “within  one  year’s  time”  of 
purchase;  asked  local  church  board  of 
trustees  to  make  a  report  to  charge  con¬ 
ference  about  accessibility  of  facilities, 
and  when  applicable,  a  plan  and  a  time¬ 
line  for  changes;  asked  UM  seminaries 
to  comply  with  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act  by  201 1,  with  no  exemp¬ 
tions  for  older  buildings; 

•  encouraged  cabinets  to  lengthen 
the  tenures  of  pastoral  appointments; 

•  agreed  that  the  state  should  not 
prohibit  the  free  exercise  of  voluntary 
prayer  in  public  schools; 

•  added  conference  director  of  lay 
speaking  to  the  membership  of  annual 
conference; 

•  approved  Igniting  Ministries,  a 
comprehensive  media  campaign  to 
begin  in  2001; 

•  opposed  “the  cloning  of  humans 
and  the  genetic  manipulation  of  the 
gender  of  an  unborn  child;” 

•  declared  that  the  “church  does 
not  endorse  the  enlistment  of  med¬ 
ical  providers,  who  are  charged  to 
cure  and  to  care,  to  assist  people  in 


taking  their  own  lives;” 

•  added  a  clause  to  Para.  66,  “White 
people  are  unfairly  granted  privileges 
and  benefits  that  are  denied  to  persons 
of  color;” 

•  noted  that  44  percent  of  college  stu¬ 
dents  “may  be  binge  drinkers”  and 
“strongly  recommended”  that  UM  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  “should  uphold 
abstinence  from  drinking  alcohol  as  a 
viable  and  faith-filled  option  and  that 
those  institutions  provide  programming 
and  social  events  that  would  foster  such 
an  environment;” 

•  deplored  war  and  urged  “the  peace¬ 
ful  settlement  of  all  disputes  among 
nations,”  and  called  for  the  creation  of  a 

Secretary  of  Peace  post  on  the 
cabinet  of  the  U.S.  president; 

■  >  •  supported  the  contin- 

uance  of  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic  Ministries, 
Shared  Mission  Focus 
on  Young  People, 
Strengthening  the  Black 
Church,  and 

Communities  of  Shalom; 
asked  annual  confer- 


General 
Conference 
2000 


_  ^ 

r  ^  ences  to  ratify  a  constitu- 

Cr/)°dist  church  * C  tional  amendment  that  brings 
the  legislation  into  line  with  the 
statement  on  baptism,  “  By  Water  and 
the  Spirit”  by  deleting  the  requirement 
that  members  must  take  “appropriate 
vows”  and  creates  two  categories  of 
members:  “baptized  members”  and 
“professing  members;” 

•  recommended  that  each  annual 
conference  have  a  lay  or  clergy  director 
of  connectional  ministries  who  will  sit 
with  the  cabinet  as  requested; 

•  received  the  Judicial  Council  ruling 
on  Covenant  Relationships  which  states 
that  “Annual  conferences  may  not  legal¬ 
ly  negate,  ignore  ,  or  violate  provisions 
of  the  Discipline  with  which  they  dis¬ 
agree,  even  when  the  disagreements  are 
based  upon  conscientious  objections  to 
those  provisions.” 

•  adopted  a  new  Paragraph  607  on 
the  purpose  of  the  annual  conference: 

“Each  Annual  Conference  is  respon¬ 
sible  to  focus  and  guide  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  within  its  boundaries  by: 

1.  envisioning  the  ministries  nec¬ 
essary  to  live  out  the  mission  of  the 
church  in  and  through  the  annual 
conference; 

2.  creating  and  nurturing  relation¬ 
ships  and  connections  among  the  local, 
district,  annual  conference  and  general 
church  ministries; 

3.  providing  encouragement,  coordi¬ 
nation  and  support  for  the  ministries  of 
nurture,  outreach,  and  witness  in  dis¬ 
tricts  and  congregations  for  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  the  world; 

4.  ensuring  the  alignment  of  the 
total  resources  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  to  its  mission; 

5.  developing  and  strengthening  eth¬ 
nic  ministries,  including  ethnic  local 
churches  and  concerns; 

6.  and  providing  for  advocacy  and 
monitoring  functions  to  ensure  that 
the  church  is  consistent  with  its  stated 
values. 
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I  N  B  R  I  E  F 

Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Seattle  pastor  to  be  sentenced  for  lying 

SEATTLE  (UMNS)  —  A  United  Methodist  pastor  will  be  sentenced  Sept.  1  lor 
giving  false  testimony  under  oath  during  a  1997  trial.  On  July  14,  the  Rev.  Dan 
Sailer,  pastor  of  Haller  Lake  United  Methodist  Church  in  North  Seattle,  entered  an 
Alford  plea  to  false  swearing,  a  gross  misdemeanor.  By  entering  such  a  plea,  he 
did  not  admit  lying  under  oath,  but  acknowledged  there  was  enough  evidence  to 
make  a  conviction  possible.  Sailer  has  been  suspended  with  pay  from  his  pastoral 
responsibilities  since  early  May.  Under  the  plea  agreement,  prosecutors  will  rec¬ 
ommend  a  one-year  deferred  sentence,  one  year  of  community  supervision  and 
240  hours  of  community  service. 

Sailer,  44,  testified  under  oath  in  the  1997  trial  that  he  didn’t  know  a  defendant 
accused  in  a  traffic  incident.  He  testified  for  the  defense  as  an  unbiased  witness 
to  the  incident,  saying  the  defendant  was  innocent  of  the  charge  and  the  prose¬ 
cution’s  account  of  what  happened  was  wrong.  The  jury  found  the  defendant  not 
guilty.  Months  later,  police  learned  the  two  men  knew  each  other  before  the  inci¬ 
dent.  Last  March,  prosecutors  charged  Sailer  with  first-degree  perjury,  a  felony, 
after  a  witness  came  forward  to  say  Sailer  knew  the  defendant. 

Methodists  join  in  service  of  reconciliation 

VALLEY  EORGE,  Pa.  (UMNS)  -  More  than  200  Methodists  united  July  30  in  a 
Service  of  Reconciliation  at  Old  St.  George’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Philadelphia.  Pour  Philadelphia  churches,  three  of  them  United  Methodist  and 
one  African  Methodist  Episcopal  (AME),  shared  in  the  service.  St.  George’s,  more 
than  200  years  old,  was  America’s  first  Methodist  church  and  remains  in  service 
today.  It  was  the  site  of  a  racial  incident  in  1787  that  led  to  the  formation  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Black  church  members,  led  by  Richard 
Allen,  walked  out  of  St.  George’s  after  trustees  tried  to  pull  them  out  of  their  seats 
and  make  them  sit  in  the  upper  gallery.  Allen  later  became  the  first  AME  bishop. 

HELPING  AIDS  VICTIMS  -  Danny  Glover, 
an  actor  who  attended  the  International 
AIDS  Conference  in  Durban,  South 
Africa,  as  a  United  Nations  good  will 
ambassador,  discusses  the  plight  of 
AIDS  victims  in  Africa  with  Phyllis  May, 
wife  of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton 
Edwin  May,  following  a  congressional 
briefing  sponsored  by  the  Global  Health 
Council.  Phyllis  May  has  visited  Africa 
frequently  to  serve  as  a  child  care  advi¬ 
sor  to  United  Methodist-sponsored 
orphanages.  Bishop  May  is  supporting  a 
proposal  by  the  Global  Health  Council 
that  the  U.S.  Congress  make  an  emer¬ 
gency  allocation  of  $275  million  to  fight 
AIDS  in  Africa.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Dean 
Snyder 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


AUGUST 

19  CCYM  (Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries)  Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City 

21  Youth  and  the  Clergy's  Impact  Northwood  UMC, 

For  Acadiana,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  Districts  Lafayette 

21-24  Track  IV,  Spiritual  Direction  La.  Conference  Center 

22  Youth  and  the  Clergy's  Impact  Grace  UMC,  Ruston 

For  Monroe,  Ruston  and  Shreveport  Districts 

23  Youth  and  the  Clergy's  Impact  First  UMC,  Hammond 

For  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans  and  North  Shore  Districts 

25-26  Adult  Youth  Workers  Training  La.  Conference  Center 

"Nuts  and  Bolts" 


Conference 


continued  from  Page  7 


Cole,  an  expert  in  elderly  research;  Sally 
Ann  Roberts,  anchor  at  Channel  4  News 
in  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Stanley  Copeland, 
renowned  preacher  and  author;  Dr.  Fred 
Smith,  an  expert  on  children  and 
firearms;  Richard  Stalder,  secretary  of 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  Public 
Safety  and  Corrections;  and  Jake  Hadley, 
assistant  secretary,  Louisiana  Office  for 
Addictive  Disorders. 

Tracks  offered  will  cover  1)  Family 


Realities  Today,  2)  Spiritual  Poverty: 

The  Family’s  Ultimate  Challenge,  3) 
Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence,  4) 
Addictive  Behaviors:  #lDisorder 
Impacting  Family  Life. 

Sign  up  today  and  bring  enough  peo¬ 
ple  from  your  church  to  cover  all  the 
tracks. 

To  register,  please  see  registration 
form,  page  8.  Watch  future  issues  of 
Louisiana  NOW!  for  more  information. 


WORLD  WATCH 


Longtime  United  Methodist  African  bishop  to  retire 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  As  the  United  Methodist  leader  of  west 
Angola  for  nearly  three  decades,  Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho  has 
helped  his  church  emerge  from  the  repression  of  the  late  colonial 
period  to  become  one  of  the  African  country’s  most  credible  insti¬ 
tutions  today.  The  bishop’s  influence  and  guidance  also  has 
extended  to  other  parts  of  Africa.  “We  could  never  have  established 
the  Africa  University  with  the  kind  of  success  which  we  have  enjoyed 
without  the  experience  and  perception  of  Emilio  de  Carvalho,”  said  the 
Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  top  executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  De  Carvalho’s  role  as  the  denominations  longest- 
serving  bishop  will  come  to  an  end  with  his  retirement  this  year  at  age  67.  He  holds 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  African  bishop  to  serve  as  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  a  post  he  held  for  the  1991-92  year.  The  bishop  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  that  he  considers  Africa  University,  opened  in  1992 
at  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  to  be  one  of  the  most  exciting  projects  ever  implemented 
by  the  church.  Ireson  credited  the  bishop  with  the  successful  establishment  of  the 
university.  De  Carvalho  also  was  the  university’s  first  chancellor. 


BISHOP  NTAMBO  --  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ntambo  Nkulu  Ntanda  of  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  pleads  for  U.S.  churches  to  make  peace  in  his  coun¬ 
try  a  priority  in  their  prayers  and  public  witness  during  an  interview  at  his  office  in 
Lubumbashi.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Carol  Fouke/National  Council  of  Churches. 


RELIGIOUS  QUICKTAKES 


Poverty  highest  among  richest  countries 

NEWYORKTIMES-Unicef  says  in  a  new  report  that  nearly  one  in  six  children  in 
the  world’s  richest  nations  lives  in  poverty.  Britain,  Italy,  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  ranked  at  the  bottom  of  the  29  countries  in  the  Organization  Economic 
Cooperation  and  Development,  when  “relative”  poverty  wastneasured,  defined  as 
households  earning  below  50  percent  of  the  national  median  income. 

Lesbian  pair  whose  union  caused  Creech  trial  split  when  one  becomes  man 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE-Three  years  after  a  Nebraska  pastor  performed  a 
commitment  ceremony  for  two  women  and  touched  off  a  swirling  tornado  of  con¬ 
troversy  in  The  United  Methodist  Church,  the  two  women  have  split  after  one  of 
them  decided  to  become  a  man. 

The  1997  ceremony  led  to  a  devisive  church  trial  of  the  Rev.  Jimmy  Creech.  He 
was  narrowly  acquitted  in  1998,  but  then  eventually  defrocked  for  performing  a  sec¬ 
ond  ceremony  in  North  Carolina. 

Creech  was  stripped  of  his  credentials  for  violating  a  church  ban  against  presid¬ 
ing  at  same-sex  unions  ceremonies. 

The  two  women,  known  as  Mary  and  Martha,  split  in  May  1999  after  Martha 
became  "Martin”  and  started  living  as  a  man. 


From  the  UMCOR  Hotline 

Health  kits  and  school  kits  are  needed  to  replenish  the  supplies  at  the  UMCOR 
Depot  in  Baldwin.  Please  call  the  Depot  at  (800)  814-8765  for  instructions  on 
assembling  kits.  Information  is  also  available  on  the  UMCOR  web  page: 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/kits.html. 

There  is  always  a  need  for  Louisiana  Conference  volunteers  to  help  sort  and 
pack  items  received  at  the  Depot. 

Gifts  may  be  made  through  local  United  Methodist  Churches,  or  by  calling 
(800)  554-8583.  Credit  card  donations  are  accepted. 

Please  pray  for  all  who  suffer  from  natural  and  human-made  disasters,  hunger 
and  poverty. 
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Alexandria  District  Worship  Settings  Workshop 

jjk  September  30 

First  UMC 
2550  Monroe  Hwy. 


Hands  on  instruction 

Led  by  Lettye  Strawbridge 

Are  you  tired  of  using  just  a 
floral  arrangement  for  your  altar? 


Pineville,  LA 
318-640-1050 


Lettye  will  help  show  us  how  to  create  worship 
settings  that  relate  to  specific  scripture  based 
upon  lectionary  readings  for  the  coming  year.  She 
will  help  you  learn  how  to  use  your  space  and 

altar  area  to  create  a  unique  setting  for  worship  $10  per  person 

using  inexpensive  and  readily  available  items.  Registration  dealine  Sept.  18 


evital*z*R9  . 
Traditional  Worship 


. . . . . 

.mrir,  ism  j  Era  nHainsi  lai  tai  mmhip&^sbw)'dispaL 


10a.m.-Bp.m. 

$10  per  person  •  (including  lunch) 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
411 


SINGL  ES  CONFERENCE 
HOSTED  BY  BROADMOOR 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

$  E II C  I  I  I f  III  »  k* 

SUPER  MAN  ’ 

VllClllt  FIR  l 


'  1  Prepare  To  Find 
The  Tort  You  Desire 

This  conference  dials  »ith  the  issues  tu  make  lasting, 
fulfilling  relationships  a  realty,  kenn  has  the  ahilits  to 
make  tough  challenges  humorous  and  understandable 
and  make  relationship  success  happen  In  using  timeless 
ItIBI  l(  \l.  truths  applicable  to  Indus's  social  realty. 


Steppin1  Out 


STARRING 

III  ^  III1 

i  A  _ Kevue  - 


Friday,  Sept.  15  (7  tolO  p.m)  •  Saturday  Sept.  16  (9  a.m  to  1  p.m.) 

Registration:  $30  advance,  $40  at  door  (Includes  Sat.  noon  meal). 
For  more  information  check  website,  www.kennkington.com  or 
Contact  Ken  Norton-Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 

10230  Mollyea  Dr„  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815  •  (225)  924-6269 


Families  in  Crisis  Conference 
pAMdref?  October  23-24  •  First  UMC  Alexandria,  La 

Pre-registration  is  encouraged 

Cost  of  $55  includes  choice  of  one  track,  four  meals,  and  a  bronze  cross  for  your  home 

Track  1 — Family  Realities  Today  -  Please  prioritize 

Track  2 — Spiritual  Poverty  -  interests  by  ranking 

Track  3 — Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence  - 

Track  4— Addictive  Behavior  - 


12,3,4 


Presented  by 
Louisiana  Conference 
UMC 

Children  In  Need 
Task  Force 


*Task  Force  will  strive  to  accommodate  your  choice 
Please  direct  any  questions  to  Joanne  White  at  (318)  443-1349 
Make  checks  payable  to  La.  Annual  Conference 
Mail  check  and  completed  registration  to:  Eloise  Cox,  P.O.  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71342 


name 

Address 

Sty 

State 

Academy  looking  for  Track  1  students 
for  2000-01  session 


*  FEATURING 

Al  Belletto  Big  Jazz  Band 
Witness 

Saturday,  Sept.  16 
Imperial  Ballroom 
New  Orleans  Fairmont  Hotel 


Gala  Reception:  7:45  p.m. 
Dinner:  8:30  p.m. 
Entertainment:  10  p.m.  to  2  a.m. 
(Black  tie  preferred) 

To  Benefit  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 
Grand  Prize 

A  weekend  stay  for  two  at  the  New  Orleans 
Fairmont  and  Dinner  for  two  at  Sazerac 


The  1999-2000  Track  1  class 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership,  Track  1,  will  be  starting  a 
new  year  in  October  and  is  looking 
for  30  lay  persons  and  30  clergy  to 
apply  for  the  2000-2001  year.  We  are 
seeking  persons  who  have  a  passion 
to  participate  in  a  life-changing 
process  that  deals  with  growth  as  a 
spiritual  leader  in  a  church,  ministry 
setting,  or  vocation. 

The  faculty  for  2000-2001,  chosen 
from  across  the  country,  includes  a 
seasoned  professor  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Dr.  Ed  Sylvest;  an 
ordained  minister  from  the  Mennonite 
Church,  Rev.  Wendy  Miller:  a  pastor 
serving  a  Blended  Ministry  made  up  of 
five  congregations  which  have  three 
worshipping  centers  that  serve  four 
congregations,  Rev.  Ed  Kail;  and  a  for¬ 
mer  mayor  and  pastor  of  a  large 
United  Methodist  city  congregation, 
Dr.  Emmanuel  Cleaver. 


The  series  of  five  retreats  center  on 
issues  that  address  Spiritual 
Leadership:  Connecting  to  our  Calling, 
Connecting  to  our  Souls,  Connecting  to 
the  Community,  Connecting  to  the 
Congregation,  and  Attending  to  our 
Soul  Journey. 

All  of  the  retreats  are  held  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  The 
registration  fee,  which  covers  all  the 
retreats,  is  $350  and  can  be  paid  half  in 
2000  and  half  in  2001.  There  are  a  limit¬ 
ed  number  of  scholarships  available 
upon  request.  Five  Continuing 
Education  credits  are  given  by  the 
Academy. 

If  you  feel  drawn  to  be  a  part  of  this 
life  changing  venture  of  the  Academy 
contact  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn,  direc¬ 
tor  at  (504)639-  9531  or  e-mail:  ccotton- 
winn@msn.com.  The  district  offices 
also  have  brochures  available.  Deadline 
to  apply  is  September  1. 


'Can  Do  Kids'  collect  over  $1,000  for  mission 


Church  Name 


District 


Phone 


Sixty-six  chil¬ 
dren  celebrated 
being  “CAN  DO 
KIDS”  at  Vacation 
Bible  School  at 
Love  Chapel  UMC 
in  Haughton. 

They  collected 
$1,031  for  mis¬ 
sion,  75  percent 
to  go  to  the 
United  Methodist 
Children’s  Fund  2000,  assisting  children 
of  Kenya,  New  Sudan,  Malaysia,  Denver, 
Tennessee  and  New  York;  and  25  percent 
to  go  to  "Hope  Floats,”  a  new  mission 
fund  developed  by  the  Love  Chapel 


UMW  to  assist  local  neighbors  in  need. 
Holly  Sturdivant  and  Tammy  Scogin 
coordinated  the  week.  Pictured  above 
with  the  children  are  Bill  Tribble  and 
Kathy  Norris,  who  led  the  music. 


W.f.Handy  Convocation  at  Dillard  University 

Nov.  10-1 1,2000 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
Registration  Form 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century 


Title  and  Name 

Gender  (M  or  F) 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip  Code 

Church  Name 

Please  include  your  registration  fee  of  $1 0  per  person,  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
(Payable  only  by  check  or  money  orders).  Notification  of  room  accomadations  will  be  given  jit  a  later  date. 


August  24, 2000 

Bishop  installation 
service  to  be  held 
in  Baton  Rouge 


Rev.  Samuel  Calvo,  (left)  a  General  Board  of  Ministries  (GBGM)  missionary  and 
pastor  of  Messiah  UMC,  Kenner,  gives  his  weekly  radio  show  at  "LaFabulosa," 
WFNO-830  AM  in  New  Orleans.  The  program  is  a  strong  tool  for  reaching  out  to 
the  local  Hispanic  community,  but  is  in  serious  need  of  funding  from  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  churches  and  members.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 
CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

Radio  programs  targeting  Hispanic 
listeners  in  New  Orleans  are  drawing 
new  people  to  the  church  each  week¬ 
end.  But  even  as  the  audience 
increases,  funds  to  pay  for  the  min¬ 
istry  are  depleted. 

"The  radio  ministry  is  succeeding, 
but  we  need  more  money  to  pay  for 
it,”  said  Pete  Aguila,  chair  of  the  con¬ 
ference’s  Hispanic  Ministries  Task 
Force,  which  sponsors  the  radio 
shows  conducted  each  Saturday  by 
Rev.  Samuel  Calvo,  pastor  at  Messiah 
UMC  and  its  Hispanic  counterpart, 

El  Mesias  UMC,  in  Kenner. 

The  Conference  Advance  Special 
initiated  to  help  fund  Hispanic  min¬ 
istries  has  generated  little  money 
thus  far,  Aguila  said. 

“More  people  are  responding  that 
they  want  to  come  to  the  church,”  he 
said  of  the  shows’  listeners. 

For  example,  attendance  is  up  in  the 
classes  on  English  as  a  Second 
Language  and  obtaining  the  General 
Equivalency  Degree,  so  much  so  that 
location  will  likely  be  moved  from  El 
Mesias  to  the  larger  First  UMC, 

Kenner. 

“However,  we  need  a  location  in 
mid-town  New  Orleans  to  make  the 
ministry  more  accessible.  In  the 


meantime,  the  whole  project  is 
branching  out,  and  it’s  really  becom¬ 
ing  an  effective  tool  for  us,”  he  said. 

So  the  task  force  is  asking  each 
church  in  the  conference  to  ‘adopt’  a 
month  of  shows  to  keep  the  radio 
ministry  alive. 

A  month’s  worth  of  radio  programs 
costs  the  task  force  $575,  he  said.  A 
week’s  ministry  is  $145. 

The  number  for  the  Louisiana 

See  RADIO,  Page  2 
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Dr.  William  W. 
Hutchinson 

Baton 


On  Saturday,  Oct. 

14,  United  Methodists 
from  across  Louisiana 
will  officially  welcome 
Dr.  William  W. 

Hutchinson  (and  his 
wife  Kay)  to  Louisiana. 

The  Service  of 
Covenant  will  be  held 
at  1 1  a.m  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church 
Rouge. 

This  will  be  a  sacred  and  joyous 
time  to  celebrate  and  install  Bishop 
Hutchinson  as  the  resident  and  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  for  the  Louisiana  Area  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Fred  Loy,  chair  of  the  Episcopacy 
Committee  for  the  Louisiana  Area, 
invites  all  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  to  come  and  wholehearted¬ 
ly  welcome  our  new  bishop. 

In  the  tradition  of  Louisiana’s 
Convocation  of  Boards,  most  of  the 
annual  conference  boards  and  agencies 
will  meet  Oct.  13  or  14  in  Baton  Rouge 
and  will  be  present  for  the  Covenant 
Service.  Members  of  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  should  contact  their  chairpersons 
for  details.  Persons  needing  housing  for 
Friday  night,  Oct.  13,  wall  find  a  group 
rate  at  Comfort  Suites  near  the  Baton 
Rouge  airport.  Reservations  must  be 
made  by  Sept.  20.  The  hotel  number  is 
(225)  356-6500. 

Mark  your  calendar  now  and  watch 
upcoming  issues  of  Louisiana  NOW! 
for  details. 


Smith  named  director, 
Ministry  Resourcing 


Elaine  Caldwell 
Smith  has  been  named 
director  of  Ministry 
Resourcing  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Smith  will  begin  her 
duties  in  this  part-time 
capacity  on  Sept.  1. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  a  former 
Methodist  minister  and  district 
superintendent,  Rev.  Walter  Caldwell. 

Smith  was  commissioned  as  a  pro¬ 
bationary  deacon  at  the  2000 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  June, 


Elaine  C. 
Smith 


at  which  time  she  also  received  her 
certification  in  Christian  Education.  . 

A  member  of  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC  Baton  Rouge,  she  is  the  director 
ofWorship  and  Education  Ministries 
as  well  as  a  Confirmation  teacher  and 
Bible  study  leader  there. 

“I  am  looking  forward  to  my  work 
providing  leadership  and  resources  to 
the  districts  and  congregations  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  by  assisting 
them  with  fulfilling  their  educational 
ministries  and  resourcing  for  stew¬ 
ardship,  evangelism  and  worship,” 
she  said. 


St.Charles  UMC  marks  ground 
breaking,  Scout  Sunday  /4 
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Hispanic  radio  show  reaching 
audience  but  needs  financial  support 
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Words  to  Witness 


A  time  for 
new  beginnings 

isn't  it  amazing  how  time  can  bring 
about  unexpected  and  radical 
change?  A  few  short  weeks  ago  my 
wife  and  I  were  content  and  chal¬ 
lenged  in  service  at  the  Texas 
Methodist  Foundation. 

We  were  living  in  Austin 
in  what  we  thought  would 
be  our  retirement  home. 

But,  by  the  providence  and 
leadership  of  God,  we  find 
ourselves  in  a  new  home,  a 
new  place  of  service  and 
an  even  greater  challenge. 

What  a  delight  and 
honor  to  be  given  the 
responsibility  of  leading 
the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana. 

There  is  so  much  to  learn, 
so  many  people  to  meet 
and  so  many  relationships  to  culti¬ 
vate.  But  most  of  all,  there  is  so  much 
potential  in  service  together.  This 
Foundation  has  been  unusually 
blessed  through  its  professional  staff 
and  board  leadership. 

For  the  next  few  months,  I  am 
looking  forward  to  meeting  with  and 
listening  to  people  around  the  state. 
Then,  with  a  lot  of  assistance,  a 
strategic  plan  for  the  Foundation  will 


There  is  little  interest 
in  maintaining  the 
status  quo;  there  is 
enormous  interest  in 
coloring  outside  the 
lines  to  support  the 
conference  in  making 
disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ. 


DR.  MICHAEL  REEVES 
PRESIDENT,  UNITED  METHODIST 
FOUNDATION  OF  LOUISIANA 

be  developed  and  implemented. 

The  issue  is:  How  can  we  serve  as 
the  best  stewards  of  God’s  resources 
while  effecting  the  broadest  and  most 
significant  change? 

There  is  little  interest  in  maintain¬ 
ing  the  status  quo;  there  is 
enormous  interest  in  col¬ 
oring  outside  the  lines  to 
support  the  conference  in 
making  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ. 

As  Mary  and  I  get 
acquainted  with  you, 
please  continue  to  tell  us 
your  name.  This  probably 
also  would  be  helpful  to 
our  new  bishop  when  he 
arrives.  I  am  excited  about 
Bishop  Hutchinson’s  lead¬ 
ership.  Not  only  has  he 


served  as  executive  director  of  a 
Methodist  Foundation,  he  and  I  know 
each  other  and  have  worked  collabo- 
ratively  in  the  past. 

This  is  a  time  of  new  beginnings 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
Mary  and  I  are  excited  to  be  a  part 
of  it. 


Radio 


continued  from  Page  1 


Conference  Hispanic  Ministries 
Advance  Special  is  4423,  which 
churches  and  individuals  should  note 
on  their  contributions. 

Enough  additional  funds  would 
also  allow  the  task  force  to  place  the 
programs  in  more  attractive-and  thus 
more  expensive-time  slots.  The  shows 
could  reach  a  wider  audience  if  they 
didn’t  play  quite  so  early  on  Saturday 
morning. 

“Even  an  hour  later  would  be  bet¬ 
ter,”  he  said  of  the  show  that  airs  on 
the  state-wide  “La  Fabulosa"  network 
from  7:30-8:00  am. 

The  radio  programs  are  the  cata¬ 
lyst  for  the  growth  of  the  conference’s 
Hispanic  Ministries,  said  Special 
Ministries  Coordinator  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell. 

“Radio  broadcast,  due  to  its  state¬ 
wide  coverage,  has  revolutionized  the 
face  of  Hispanic  ministry  in  our 
Louisiana  Conference.  It  has  afforded 
us  the  opportunity  to  reach  people 
that  we  had  not  been  even  communi¬ 
cating  with,”  he  said. 

He  added  that  Hispanic  people 
receive  a  majority  of  their  news  from 
the  radio,  especially  from  the  stations 
that  cater  to  their  needs  and  interests. 

Calvo  estimates  that  he  receives 
three  to  five  calls  into  the  programs 


each  Saturday. 

“Each  caller  means  approximately 
1000  listeners,”  he  said. 

That  audience  growth  has  made 
more  urgent  the  need  for  a  place  in 
downtown  New  Orleans  where  The 
United  Methodist  Church  can  receive 
people,  Campbell  said. 

Funds  contributed  to  the  advance 
special  can  be  used  for  this  purpose 
as  well,  he  said. 

“Property  in  downtown  New 
Orleans  is  exceptionally  expensive,” 
Campbell  said. 

Yet  70  percent  of  the  Hispanic 
population  in  New  Orleans  resides  in 
the  downtown  area,  Calvo  said.  And 
most  of  those  are  poorer  people  with¬ 
out  personal  transportation  who 
need  help  the  most. 

“You  can  invite  people  to  go  to  the 
Kenner  UMC,  but  it’s  so  far.”  Calvo 
said. 

Because  “La  Fabulosa”  can  be 
heard  around  the  state,  there  also 
needs  to  be  centers  established  in 
other  major  cities  like  Baton  Rouge 
and  Shreveport  where  people  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  church  can  go,  he  said. 

The  programs  can  be  heard  on  “La 
Fabulosa,"  8:30-AM  each  Saturday  from 
7:30  to  8:00  am  and  “Radio  Tropicale," 
1540-AM  from  9:30  to  10  am. 


The  day  I  quit  smoking 


BY  EDWARD  C.DEWEESE 

It  was  a  sunny  spring  day  in  1966. 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  is  a  picture-perfect 
little  city  in  spring.  The  azaleas  were  in 
full  bloom,  joggers  were  running;  peo¬ 
ple  were  digging  in  their  yards. 

I  started  the  day  off  as  usual.  I  got  up, 
brought  in  the  paper,  sat  down  in  the  den 
and  lit  up  my  cigarette.  As  I  inhaled,  I 
waited  briefly  for  the  nicotine  to  satisfy 
my  craving  that  had  built  up  through  the 
night.  It  was  the  first  of  many  for  the  day. 

I  had  gotten  into  the  habit  gradual¬ 
ly-  carelessly.  I  knew  that  a  minister  of 
my  denomination  was  not  supposed  to 
smoke.  But,  I,  along  with  many  others, 
smoked  anyway. 

After  I  finished  one  cigarette,  I  soon 
began  to  crave  another.  The  habit  grew  to 
a  pack  a  day  ( 30  smokes) .  I’d  buy  gum  to 
block  my  breath.  But,  still  I  stank.  My  wife 
would  hesitate  to  kiss  me.  Couldn’t  blame 
her.  Still  I  wanted  them.  Still  I  bought 
them.  Still  I  smoked  them.  Then  I  started 
a  dry  cough.  Every  day,  every  night,  I 
coughed.  But  still  I  smoked.  Still  I  spent 
money  on  cigarettes.  Still  I  stank  up  my 
house.  Still  I  coughed.  All  for  a  few 
moments  of  relief  from  a  nicotine  urge. 

I  wanted  to  quit.  But  every  day  I  tried,  I 
failed.  All  it  took  was  one  brief  moment 
and  I  was  firing  up  again.  My  efforts  to 
quit  kept  failing.  I  wanted  to  quit ,  but 
couldn’t.  One  sunny  spring  day  I  left  my 
church  headed  to  the  local  hospital.  A 
friend  of  mine,  about  my  age  (in  his  30 ’s), 
was  a  patient.  He  had  lung  cancer.  In 
those  days  a  patient  was  allowed  to 
smoke  in  his  room.  As  I  visited  my  friend 
he  pulled  out  a  cigarette  and  lit  up  in  bed. 
I  watched  him  as  he  puffed,  inhaled, 
exhaled,  and  coughed  through  his  ciga¬ 
rette.  I  thought  about  my  habit-my  addic- 
tion-as  he  did  so.  But,  as  soon  as  I 
reached  my  car,  I  lit  up  again. 

Two  days  later  I  went  back  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  to  see  my  friend  again.  I  found  him 
under  an  oxygen  tent.  He  was  struggling 
to  breathe.  His  wife  was  in  the  room. 


When  I  completed  my  visit,  I  had 
prayer  with  them.  And  when  I  reached 
my  car,  I  lit  up  again. 

I  went  back  the  next  day.  He  was  in 
intensive  care.  I  waited  there  with  his 
wife.  About  an  hour  later,  the  doctor 
came  out  and  put  his  arm  around  my 
friend’s  wife.  We  both  knew  what  had 
happened. 

As  I  left  the  hospital,  I  prayed.  “Lord, 
deliver  me,”  I  implored. 

I  went  straight  to  my  church,  into 
the  empty  sanctuary  and  knelt  at  the 
altar.  I  was  all  alone.  I  took  out  my  pack 
of  remaining  cigarettes.  I  laid  them  on 
the  altar  and  prayed.  “Lord,  I  cannot  do 
this  alone.  Please  help  me.  I  give  these 
cigarettes  to  you.” 

At  that  moment,  a  strange  peace  came 
over  my  spirit.  I  knew  it  would  be  difficult. 
But  I  knew  also  that  the  power  of  God  is 
greater  than  the  power  of  any  addiction. 

I  got  up  from  the  altar,  went  home, 
and  brushed  my  teeth.  About  an  hour 
later,  I  got  another  nicotine  urge.  I 
stopped  to  pray;  “Lord,  help  me 
through  this  one.”  He  did.  The  urges 
continued.  But,  so  did  the  prayers. 

Eventually,  the  urges  grew  farther 
apart,  but  still  they  were  strong.  The 
Lord  gave  me  the  grace  and  determina¬ 
tion  to  persist. 

Two  weeks  passed.  The  desires  and 
urges  were  still  there.  Sometimes  my 
head  felt  light  and  strange.  But  God 
gave  me  the  will  to  say  no. 

Six  months  went  by.  I  thought  less 
and  less  about  smoking.  A  year  passed. 
It  seldom  crossed  mv  mind. 

Today,  over  33  years  later,  no  urges. 
No  desires  for  nicotine.  No  lung  cancer. 
Good  breathing.  At  least  $15,000-20,000 
better  off.  Thank  you,  Lord. 

“I  can  do  all  things  in  Him  who 
strengthens  me.”  Philippians  4:13.  You 
can,  too. 

Reu  Ed  DeWeese  is  chaplain  at 
Greenwell  Springs  State  Hospital  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  is  author  of  the  book,  Prayers 
for  Prisoners,  published  by  Cokesbury. 


Louisiana  Conference  Woidf 


Dan  E.  Solomon 
Rena  Yocom 

Bobbie  Armstrong 

Kela  Chaisson,  Joshua  Lewis 
Abe  Levy,  Lane  Winn 
Wendy  Jones 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 

Editor 

Contributing  Writers/Photographers 
Subscriptions 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 

The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to  Louisiana  Conference  NOW!, 

527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  per  year. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and 
information  to: 


Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
1  (888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 
Please  do  not  fax  articles;  send  original 
typed  copy — not  all  caps. Thanks! 


E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
— New  Address — 

On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


A  Supplement  to  Louisiana  Conference  Motif 


In  1993,  Mrs.  Iva  Bailey  gave  her  home  in 
Shreveport  to  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board,  Inc.,  but  retained  the  right  to  live  in  it 
the  rest  of  her  life.  She  agreed  to  continue  to 
maintain  the  home  and  carry  insurance  on  it. 
A  year  and  a  half  ago  Mrs.  Bailey’s  health 
deteriorated  and  she  had  to  move  in  with  her 
sister.  She  released  her  home  to  us  just  in 
time  for  us  to  use  it  to  fill  a  need.  Because  of 
health  concerns,  Rev.  Hugh  Baker  requested  a 
move  from  New  Iberia  to  Shreveport.  After 
some  renovations,  Hugh  and  Kathy  were  able 
to  move  to  this  home  in  Shreveport.  Last 
April,  we  dedicated  the  home  as  the  Iva  Lou 
Bailey  Memorial  Home.  Mrs.  Bailey’s  health 
permitted  her  to  be  present  for  this  dedica¬ 
tion.  She  was  pleasantly  surprised  at  the 
improvements  that  had  been  made. 

This  was  a  most  thoughtful  gift.  Giving  her 


home  while  she  was  still  living  resulted  in  a  fine 
tax  savings  for  her  and  gave  her  the  joy  of  seeing 
it  being  put  to  such  good  use  after  she  was  no 
longer  able  to  live  in  it. 

Recently  the  home  of  Mrs.  Florence  Hartline 
in  Vivian  became  the  property  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.  In  the  late  1980s 
she  had  given  her  home  to  our  board  but  had 
retained  lifelong  use  of  her  home.  Upon  her 
death,  the  home  immediately  became  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  our  board.  We  are  in  the  process  of  mak¬ 
ing  needed  repairs  and  putting  the  home  on  the 
market.  Funds  from  the  sale  of  the  home  will  be 
used  to  purchase  a  more  modern  home  in  a 
metropolitan  area. 

What  fine  stewardship  these  two  ladies  exem¬ 
plified!  What  a  fine  way  to  show  appreciation  to 
ministers  who  have  given  their  whole  lives  to 
serving  their  Lord  through  His  Church! 


Another  great  way  to  give 

If  you  are  interested  in  remembering  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.  in  your  will 
and  want  to  know  how  this  can  be  done,  you 
may  call  Henry  Bowdon,  Ir.  (318)  474-1500  or 
Dr.  Michael  Reeves,  the  new  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  or 
his  associate,  Mr.  Rob  Fairly  (225)  346-1535.  We 
will  be  glad  to  furnish  that  information. 


This  Retirement  Board  home  was  built  on  a  lot  given  by  a  generous  anony 
mous  donor.  Proceeds  for  the  construction  of  this  home  came  from  three 
sources:  31 .6  percent  from  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.;  31 .6 
percent  from  a  trust  fund  with  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  established  by  Mrs.  Myrtle  Palfrey  Brumby;  and  36.8  percent 
given  by  the  present  occupants.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Lee. 


Homes  acquired 


A  home  was  acquired  when  Mrs.  Iva  Lou  Bailey  relinquished 
her  right  to  usufruct  to  her  home  at  8717  Westbrook  Place, 
Shreveport  and  is  presently  being  occupied  by  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Hugh  Baker. 

A  home  in  Vivian  was  acquired  upon  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Florence  Hartline.  She  had  given  her  home  to  our  board  years 
before  her  death  and  had  retained  usufruct  This  home,  which  is 
much  older  than  35  years,  is  in  the  process  of  being  sold. 


This  picture  shows  the  windows  recently  installed  in  the  sun  room  of  the  John  Lee  home  in  Slidell 
The  Lees  paid  for  this  lovely  addition  to  the  home. 


Homes  sold 


In  1999  we  sold  the  home  located  at  2816  Hill 
Street,  Pineville,  which  had  been  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Elaine  Strozier  prior  to  her  moving  to  one 
of  our  homes  in  Alexandria.  We  are  now  in  the 
process  of  selling  the  home  last  used  by  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  Hugh  Baker,  112  Lawrence  Street,  New 
Iberia,  and  also  the  home  recently  acquired  in 
Vivian,  a  gift  of  Mrs.  Florence  Hartline. 


There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  the  sale  of 
our  homes:  1)  When  a  home  reaches  35  years 
of  age  the  upkeep  becomes  more  expensive. 
We  try  to  keep  maintenance  cost  as  low  as  pos¬ 
sible  for  our  residents  which  is  presently  seven 
cents  per  square  feet  of  living  space;  2)  When 
a  home  is  in  a  rural  setting.  Retired  ministers, 
as  they  get  older,  need  easy  access  to  groceries, 


supplies,  and  most  important,  medical  and 
hospital  services;  and  3)  When  no  clergy  per¬ 
son  is  willing  to  live  in  a  home  for  several  years 
we  need  to  move  the  home  to  a  more  desirable 
location. 

The  funds  received  from  these  sales  are  invest¬ 
ed  in  other  homes  that  we  build  or  purchase. 
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Shown  above  are  Carlos  and  Sorojini  Welch  at  their  home  in  Baton  Rouge  which  they  recently  dedicated  to  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board.  Through  the  generosity  of  people  like  the  Welchs,  Mrs.  Martha  Hayes,  Rev.  Bonnie  Ruth  Holley 
and  the  hundreds  of  United  Methodists  across  Louisiana  who  support  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  retired  pas¬ 
tors  and  their  spouses  are  assured  a  place  to  live  out  the  latter  part  of  their  lives. 


Present  residents 


Acadiana  District 

Unit  101  -  Empty  due  to  recent  death  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Hurley,  102  Willowood  Drive, 
Franklin 

Unit  102  -  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon,  161  Emerite  Drive,  Lafayette 
Unit  103  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Cage  McLemore,  115  S.  Acadian  Drive,  Lafayette 
Unit  104  -  112  E.  Lawrence  St.,  New  Iberia  is  in  the  process  of  being  sold. 

Alexandria  District 

Unit  201  -  Mrs.  Elaine  Strozier,  2816  Hill  Street,  Alexandria 

Unit  203  -  Ms.  Richards,  (non-clergy)  123  Chester  Lane,  Natchitoches 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Unit  301  -  Mrs.  John  Oldham,  9934  Judi  Avenue,  Baton  Rouge 
Unit  302  -  Mrs.  Muriel  Daigle,  11111  Stanley  Aubin  St.,  Baton  Rouge 
Unit  303  -  Rev.  Samuel  Reeves,  24205  Charles  Dr.,  Plaquemine 
Unit  304  -  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  Welsh,  Baton  Rouge 

Lake  Charles  District 

Unit  401  -  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Skinner,  1034  Ann  Street,  Westlake 

Monroe  District 

Unit  501  -  Mrs.  Marcella  Tatum,  501  Myrtle  St.,  Rayville 
Unit  502  -  Mrs.  Shirley  Wall,  1103  S.  Louisa  St.,  Rayville 
Unit  503  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Isaac  Patton,  Jr.,  2324  Sauville  St.,  Monroe 
Unit  504  -  Rev.  Cecil  Mims,  207  20th  Street,  South,  Mer  Rouge 
Unit  505  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  3215  Westminster,  Monroe 
Unit  506  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jessie  Rawlinson  (non-clergy),  207  20th  Street,  Mer  Rouge 
New  Orleans  District 

Unit  602  -  Chaplin  and  Mrs.  Paul  Durbin,  7135  Parkside  Court,  New  Orleans 

North  Shore  District 

Unit  701  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Eddie  Morgan,  700  Hardy  St.,  Amite 
Unit  703  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Dale  Lyons,  1558  Wildwood  Dr.,  Slidell 
Unit  704  -  Mrs  Betty  Davis,  495  W.  Beech  St.,  Ponchatoula 
Unit  705  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  Lee,  1105  Maine  Ave.,  Slidell 
Unit  706  -  Mrs.  Marjorie  Messer,  500  Joe  Parris  Dr.,  Hammond 
Ruston  District 

Unit  801  -  Mrs.  Annie  Durbin  Pullig,  1116  Claiborne  Ave.,  Minden 
Unit  803  -  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire,  810  Redbud  St.,  Ruston 
Unit  804  -  Mrs.  Adona  Cain,  206  E.  Florida  Ave.,  Ruston 
Unit  805  -  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.,  1200  Hodges,  Ruston 
Unit  807  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ed  Parks,  721  North  Main  St.,  Homer 
Unit  819  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot,  1119  Carey  Street,  Ruston 
Unit  820  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Homer  V.  Bailes,  Box  175,  Farmerville  Hwy,  Downsville 
Unit  821  -  Mrs.  Jimmy  Lou  Crotwell,  1206  NorMay-Ray  Dr.,  Ruston 
Unit  822  -  Mrs.  Marjorie  Shaw,  1210  NorMay-Ray  Dr.,  Ruston 
Unit  823  -  Mrs.  Grace  Spinks,  1205  NorMay-Ray  Dr.,  Ruston 
Unit  824  -  Mrs.  Marguerite  Garrett,  1209  NorMay-Ray  Dr.,  Ruston 
Unit  825  -  Rev.  Fay  Barrhartung,  1214  NorMay-Ray  Dr.,  Ruston 
Shreveport  District 

Unit  904  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  George  W.  Harbuck,  209  Myra  St.,  Mansfield 

Unit  907  -  Rev.  &  Rev.  Michael  D  &  Retha  V.  Corrigan,  108  Park  Lane  Dr.,  Coushatta 

Unit  908  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter,  216  W.  Tennessee,  Vivian 

Unit  910  -  Rev.  Leo  Beck,  5518  E.  Meadow  Drive,  Bossier  City 

Unit  911  -  Rev.  Harold  Longfellow,  5520  E.  Meadow  Drive,  Bossier  City 

Unit  912  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Clyde  Averett,  5522  E.  Meadow  Dr.,  Bossier  City 

Unit  913  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  M.C.  Cady,  P.  O.  Box  741,  Blanchard 

Unit  914  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Fant,  6648  Northwood  Lane,  Shreveport 

Unit  915  -  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Hugh  Baker,  8717  Westbrook  Place,  Shreveport 


Resident  deaths 

Since  Jan.  1,  1999  we  lost  the  follow¬ 
ing  residents  to  death:  Mrs.  Leo  Beck, 
who  lived  in  one  of  our  homes  in 
Bossier  City;  Mrs.  Florence  Hartline, 
who  lived  in  her  home  in  Vivian  until 


her  recent  death;  and  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Hurley,  who  lived  in  one  of  our  homes 
in  Franklin.  We  express  our  deepest 
sympathy  to  the  families  and  friends  of 
these  we  had  known  and  loved  so  long. 


This  lovely  home  at  203  W.  Alabama,  Vivian,  is  the  most  recent  home  acquired  by  our 
board.  Mrs.  Florence  Hartline  gave  her  home  to  our  board  several  years  ago,  but 
retained  usufruct.  As  a  result  of  her  recent  death,  her  home  has  now  become  avail¬ 
able  for  use  by  our  board. 


Pictured  from  left  to  right  are  three  of  the  members  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board: 
Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot,  building  superintendent;  Mr.  Lewis  Love,  board  president  and  Dr. 
Douglas  McGuire,  a  member  of  the  executive  committee. 

Board  of  Directors 


The  following  persons  are  presently 
serving  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.:  Mr. 
Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.  (secretary  and  investment 
committee  chairperson),  Rev.  Raymond 
Crofoot  (maintenance  superintendent), 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker,  Mr.  George 
Gladney,  Mrs.  Shirley  Hoffpauir  (treasur¬ 
er),  Mr.  Lewis  Love  (president),  Dr. 
Douglas  McGuire,  Mrs.  Margaret  Roper, 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson,  Mr.  Eugene  Scott, 
Mrs.  Marcella  Tatum,  and  Mrs.  Joanne 


White.  Ex-officio  members  are:  Mr. 
Charles  Ross  (chair  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  Pensions); 
Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis  (cabinet  representa¬ 
tive)  and  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  (execu¬ 
tive  director). 

The  Board  meets  in  January  and  in  July 
each  year.  Resolutions  concerning  the 
sale  or  disposition  of  property  not  han¬ 
dled  in  one  of  the  regular  meetings  are 
approved  by  a  telephone  poll  of  the  board 
members. 
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New  system  tracks  storm  surge 

United  Methodist  involved  in  getting  ready  for  hurricane  'exodus^ 

BY  JOSHUA  LEWIS 
DISASTER  NEWS  NETWORK 


Louisiana  has  added  a  new  weapon  to  its  disaster 
preparedness  arsenal. 

Last  spring  researchers  began  installing  the  Wave- 
Current  Information  System,  or  WAVCIS,  a  state-of-the- 
art  instrument  array  capable  of  providing  real-time  data 
on  storm  surge  and  other  factors  affecting  vulnerable 
coastal  communities  during  hurricanes  and  smaller  dis¬ 
turbances  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

"Storm  surge  is  really  a  big  problem,  because  it 
floods  everything.  And  everything  is  so  low  in  Louisiana 
that  it  just  creeps  in  like  a  blanket  and  causes  the  dam¬ 
age.  'The  silent  killer'  is  what  they  often  refer  to  it  as," 
said  Greg  Stone,  a  researcher  at  the  Coastal  Studies 
Institute  at  Louisiana  State  University  who  is  spear¬ 
heading  the  project. 

"But  if  we  begin  out  at  what  we  call  the  shelf  break  to 
detect  that  storm  surge  very  early,  several  days  ahead  of 
time,  then  all  of  that  information  can  quickly  go  to  the 
appropriate  offices,  like  the  Office  of  Emergency 
Preparedness.  They  can  make  calculations,  they  can  run 
simulation  models  that  will  fairly  accurately  these  days 
predict  the  degree  and  intensity  of  inundation,"  Stone 
said. 

Such  predictions  would  provide  a  decided  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  disaster  response  community. 

"We've  been  following  ( WAVCIS)  with  some  keen 
interest,"  said  Col.  Michael  L.  Brown,  assistant  director 
of  the  Louisiana  Office  of  Emergency  Preparedness 
(OEP). 

"What  it  does  is  it  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  better 
understand  where  to  marshal  our  resources  —  what 
area's  going  to  be  most  affected,  that  sort  of  thing.  So 
we're  very  excited  about  this  and  the  potential  that  it 
presents." 

The  ultimate  aim  would  be  to  combine  that  data 
with  mapping  technology,  "so  that  we  can  get  some 
real-time  flood  data,"  Brown  said. 

Both  OEP  and  the  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  are  financial  supporters  of  the  project. 

Faith-based  response  personnel  expressed  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  the  project  as  well. 

"The  most  important  part  (of  the  response  effort)  is 
the  early  prediction  of  a  hurricane,"  said  Tony  Fontenot, 
incident  coordinator  for  the  Disaster  Response  Team  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  "It  takes  a  lot  of  time  to  get  people  from  the 
coast  north,"  he  added. 

The  added  lead-time  that  WACECIS  makes  possible 
will  be  extremely  valuable,  he  said. 

The  new  warning  system  would  not  only  be  valuable 
for  evacuation,  said  Rev.  Robert  Ross,  pastor  of 
Evangeline  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  and  co-coordinator  of 
the  Disaster  Response  Team  as  well  as  board  member  of 
Louisiana  Volunteer  Organizations  Active  in  Disaster 
(VOAD). 

It  would  allow  earlier  formation  of  cleanup  teams 
and  other  response  personnel  and  allow  them  to  be 
ready  immediately  after  the  disaster,  he  said. 

"If  we  know  this  area  here  is  going  to  have  more 
water  than  others,  then  we  know  that  after  a  certain 
period  of  time,  when  that  water  recedes,  we're  going  to 
need  'x'  amount  of  people  in  here  right  now,"  Ross  said. 

It  will  allow  them  to  form  their  response  teams  more 
efficiendy,  Fontenot  added. 

Fontenot  is  also  in  the  beginning  stages  of  establish¬ 
ing  "Operation  Exodus,"  a  plan  to  identify  and  then 
help  move  during  the  approach  of  a  major  storm,  peo¬ 
ple  who  can't  do  it  themselves:  the  elderly,  the  poor,  the 
infirm. 

Records  would  be  kept  in  area  churches  and  updated 
annually,  so  people  could  be  quickly  located  and  trans¬ 
ported  out  of  the  threatened  area. 

Evacuation  from  the  path  of  a  major  hurricane  is  a 
particularly  serious  issue  in  Louisiana,  where  70  percent 
of  the  population  resides  in  the  coastal  zone,  Stone  said. 


The  Wave- 
Current 
Information 
System  is  an 
instrument 
array  capable 
of  providing 
real-time  data 
on  storm  surge 
and  other  fac¬ 
tors  affecting 
coastal  commu¬ 
nities  during 
hurricanes  and 
small  distur¬ 
bances  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Add  to  that  another  statistic,  that  90  percent  of  the 
coastal  zone  is  at  or  below  sea  level,  Stone  said,  and 
"there  you  have  it:  the  worst  case  scenario"  for  a  hurri¬ 
cane  disaster  in  the  country. 

"We  have  the  most  to  lose  than  anywhere  in  the 
United  States." 

And  within  Louisiana,  the  place  with  the  most  to 
lose  is  New  Orleans.  The  city  is  at  "what  I  call  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  soup  bowl,"  Stone  said.  The  pumps  that 
habitually  keep  the  city  dry  will  be  overwhelmed  when 
a  major  storm  hits  the  city,  he  added. 

Louisiana  State  Climatologist  Jay  Grymes  described 
New  Orleans  as  the  second  greatest  natural  disaster 
waiting  to  happen,  "behind  the  weekend  when 
California  slides  into  the  Pacific  Ocean." 

Nor  is  the  state's  history  with  hurricanes  very  reas¬ 
suring. 

"When  you  start  thinking  about  the  big  hurricanes, 
catastrophic  hurricanes,  like  Category  3  and  above, 
when  you  go  back  over  the  last  100  years,  what  you  see 
is  that  south  central  Louisiana  has  the  highest  incidence 
of  impacts  from  these  major  hurricanes  than  anywhere 
else  in  the  country,"  Stone  said. 

Yet,  it  is  precisely  this  stretch  of  coast  that  has  been 
left  uncovered  by  federal  buoys  and  other  monitoring 
stations  that  could  provide  better  early  warning  infor¬ 
mation.  WAVCIS  will  close  that  gap. 

The  system's  instruments  are  secured  to  existing 
platforms  in  the  Gulf,  ones  which  have  already  survived 
several  hurricanes  and  stand  a  good  chance  of  doing  so 
in  the  future,  Stone  said.  Ultimately,  ten  platforms  will 
be  outfitted  with  equipment  to  measure  everything 
from  wind  speed  and  barometric  pressure  to  wave 
height,  water  level  and  current  speed. 

As  it  is  gathered,  information  is  shot  via  cellular  tele¬ 
phone  to  a  satellite,  where  it  is  relayed  to  receivers  at 
LSU  and  into  Coastal  Studies  Institute  computers.  It 
then  travels  over  a  high-speed  network  to  the  agencies 
that  can  use  the  data  in  their  response  efforts. 

The  system’s  benefits  extend  beyond  predicting  the 
effects  of  hurricanes.  "While  we  tend  to  focus  on  tropi¬ 
cal  storms,  there's  actually  a  lot  of  value  there  for  winter 
storms  as  well,  which  also  have  the  potential  of  being 
quite  damaging  along  the  fragile  coastal  zone,"  Grymes 
said. 

The  information  provided  by  the  new  system  will 
also  aid  oil  spill  response  and  will  serve  to  create  a  data¬ 
base  for  wetland  restoration  efforts. 

Preservation  of  coastal  wedands  in  the  area  is  key, 
Stone  said,  because  they  act  as  a  buffer,  reducing  storm 
surge  and  wind  energy  of  hurricanes. 

"Winds  are  a  problem,  but  it's  the  wave  action  that 
really  does  the  damage,"  Grymes  said. 

Much  of  a  hurricane's  destructive  power  comes 
from  the  storm  surge,  "which  is  sort  of  the  bulldozer," 
and  from  the  waves  that  pile  up  on  top  of  the  surge,  he 
said. 

"So  here,  we'll  have  the  opportunity  to  watch  in  real¬ 
time  as  those  conditions  develop  out  many  miles  off¬ 
shore.  We're  talking  here  about  some  really  cutting-edge 
technology." 


Louisiana  Conference  members 
named  to  General  Conference 
commissions,  councils  and  boards 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Mission  Council 
Class  of  2008 

Edward  G.  Randolph  Jr. . Laity 

General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

Donald  Avery . Clergy 

General  Council  on  Ministries 

Lane  C.  Winn . Laity 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Anita  H.  Crump . Laity 

General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits 

Carl  Rhoads . Clergy 

United  Methodist  Publishing  House 

L.  Ray  Branton . Clergy 

General  Commission  on  Communications 

O.  Fred  Loy . Laity 

General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns 

Robert  L.  Burgess . Clergy 

Nominations  to  the  National  Council  of  Churches 

Mickey  Stringfield . Clergy 

General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 

Charlotte  Fitzsimons . Laity 

General  Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men 

Carl  Stewart . Laity 

Ron  Sarver . Laity 


LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 


MISSIONS:  POSSIBLE  2000 

University  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  will  have  it’s 
Carnival  for  Missions,  Saturday,  Oct.  7,  10  a.m.-3  p.m. 
on  the  corner  of  Patrick  and  LaGrange  Streets.  Enjoy  a 
crafts  sale,  childrens  games,  home-made  confec¬ 
tioneries,  Cappuccino  Cafe  and  Used  Book  Shop, 
Massage  by  the  Minute,  barbecue  beefburgers, 

Hacket’s  boudin,  fresh  Gattis’  pizza,  hot  dogs  and 
nachos.  There  will  be  a  photo  contest;  entry  deadline 
is  Sept.  27.  Enjoy  a  free  concert  featuring  Wayne  Kerr 
with  J-Walkin’  Youth  Praise  Band  and  Unto  Him 
Contemporary  Choir. 

GOLF  TOURNAMENT 

University  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  is  also  hosting  a 
golf  tournament  Saturday,  Sept.  30  at  Gray  Plantation. 
Entries  are  due  by  Sept.  1.  All  proceeds  will  benefit 
local  and  international  mission  projects. 

For  more  information  on  either  event  contact  Chris 
Baldauf  at  (318)  478-8537  or  Cassie  Smith  at  (318) 
477-2003. 

"WATCH  AND  PRAY"  SILENT  RETREATS 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  is  offering  two  silent  retreats  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth: 

A  Silent  Retreat  for  Men  will  be  held  Sept.  1,  led  by 
Durwin  Walker,  Bill  Rosenbleath,  and  John  Deschner 
with  music  led  by  Charles  Shea.  Registration  is  at  7 
p.m.  Friday  (eat  supper  before  arrival)  and  departure 
after  lunch,  Monday  (Labor  Day). 

A  Silent  Retreat  for  Women  is  set  for  Oct.  1-4,  led 
by  Carole  Cotton  Winn,  Ellen  Montegudo,  Bernadine 
Johnson,  and  Cherri  Johnson  with  music  by  Joyce 
Gross.  Registration  is  at  5  p.m.  Sunday,  departing  after 
lunch  Wednesday. 

Total  cost  of  the  retreat  is  $218  (private  room  for  3 
nights  and  all  meals).  Call  John  Deschner  at  (318) 
281-1369  for  men’s  and  Carole  Cotton  Winn  at  (504) 
639-9531  for  women’s. 

LAFON  HOME  AUXILIARY  FASHION  EXTRAVAGANZA 

The  Lafon  Home  (New  Orleans)  Auxiliary  will  hold 
its  annual  Luncheon-Fashion  Extravaganza  at  1  p.m. 
Saturday,  Sept.  9  at  Sclafani’s  Restaurant,  9900  Hayne 
Boulevard  in  New  Orleans.  For  ticket  information,  call 
(504)  241-7138  or  945-9448. 
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Munholland 
children  star  in 
Bible  Adventures 

Munholland  United  Methodist 
Church  was  turned  into  HolyWord 
Studios  for  a  week  as  children  starred  in 
a  Bible  adventure  story  during  vacation 
Bible  school  June  26-30.  About  165  chil¬ 
dren  from  age  three  through  sixth  grade 
"starred"  in  the  program  that  used  the 
Bible  as  a  script  for  God’s  story. 

"The  stars  [children]  were  shown  that 
the  Bible  is  a  script  God  uses  throughout 
life,"  Janet  Cavalier,  Munholland's  minis¬ 
ter  of  Christian  education,  said. 

Participants  traveled  to  different 
"locations"  each  day  to  work  with  "direc¬ 
tors"  on  arts  and  craft  projects,  to  play 
games,  to  sing  songs  and  to  learn  about 
the  Bible.  Even  the  snacks  were  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  theme  of  the  day. 

It  took  about  60  adults  and  25  youths 
who  set  up  an  after-care  program  to  help 
make  the  adventure  a  success.  Monique 
Gardner,  Munholland's  volunteer  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  school  director,  supervised  the 
entire  program. 


First  Street  UMC  celebrates  167  years 


First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  celebrated  its 
167th  anniversary  May  21.  The  theme 
of  the  celebration  was  "Christians  Fully 
Committed  to  Christ  Preparing  for 
Tomorrow’s  Needs."  Rev.  Donald 
O'Connor  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  was  the 
guest  speaker. 

The  highlight  of  the  worship  pro¬ 
gram  was  the  special  recognition  of 
22  church  members  age  80  and  up 
who  have  given  long  and  outstanding 
service  to  the  ongoing  ministries  of 
the  historic  landmark  church. 

Brothers  Grant  Nero,  97,  and  Jesse 
Nero,  95,  were  among  those  honored 
with  a  trophy  from  the  church  and  a 
certificate  of  merit  from  New  Orleans 
Mayor  Marc  Morial.  Honorees  gave 
testimonies  of  their  faith  and 
longevity  and  sang  songs  of  praise. 
The  family  of  Rev.  John  Bryant,  Sr., 

94,  one  of  the  honorees,  presented 
the  church  with  a  $500  donation. 

To  continue  the  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration,  a  banquet  and  musical  con¬ 
cert  featuring  the  Voices  of  Faith 
Inter- Denominational  Choir  was  held 


Jesse  Nero,  95,  second  from  left,  and  Grant  Nero,  97,  second  from  right,  were 
among  22  First  Street  UMC  members  honored  during  the  church's 
sary  earlier  this  year. 


June  9  in  the  church's  multi-purpose 
building.  On  June  25,  the  church  wel¬ 
comed  its  pastor,  Rev.  Abraham 
Davis,  back  to  the  congregation  with 
a  special  reception.  Davis  has  served 


167th  anniver- 

as  minister  of  the  church  for  26  years. 
Friends,  family  and  church  members 
attended  the  reception  sponsored  by 
the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee. 


St.  Charles  UMC  marks  ground  breaking,  Scout  Sunday 


Members  of  St.  Charles  UMC  had  two 
reasons  to  rejoice  recendy  as  the  church 
celebrated  the  ground  breaking  of  a  new 
fellowship  hall  and  marked  Scout  Sunday. 

The  new  fellowship  hall/ family  life 
building  will  allow  the  church  to  host  more 
activities  for  its  members  such  as  meals, 
plays,  cantatas  and  meetings.  The  facility 
will  also  serve  as  a  place  for  scouting  and 
other  youth-related  activities. 

A  "Moved  by  the  Spirit"  fund-raising 
campaign  led  members  of  the  St.  Charles 
UMC  congregation  to  donate  or  pledge 
funds  to  construct  the  building  and  have 
it  paid  off  within  three  years.  The  build¬ 
ing  will  seat  300  people  and  will  include  a 
large  meeting  room  and  full  commercial 
kitchen. 

One  church  member,  Carl  Cunningham,  has  donated 
money  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Annette,  to  purchase  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  kitchen.  The  Cunninghams  were  two  of  the 
church's  founding  members. 

Aside  from  a  ground-breaking  ceremony,  the  church 
recently  celebrated  Scout  Sunday  with  Troop  31 1  and 
Explorer  Post  240.  The  scouts  acted  as  greeters  and  lay  lead¬ 
ers  and  presented  the  colors  at  two  of  the  morning  worship 
services.  Troop  317  is  chartered  by  St.  Charles  UMC. 


The  St.  Charles 
UMC  Building 
Committee  helps 
break  ground  for  a 
future  fellowship 
hall.  Pictured  from 
left  to  right  are 
Pastor  Tom  Logan, 
Chuck  Dugger, 
Judy  McLain, 
Judith  Holder, 
Gloria  Oehmichen, 
Alisa  House, 
Committee 
Chairman  Lee 
Wilkins,  Ronnie 
Schindler  and 
Dexter  Grice. 


New  Orleans  District 

3401  Canal  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70119 
(504)  488-5430 

E-mail:  nodistumc@altavista.com 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
District  Superintendent 
Dian  Kent 
Karen  Wilson-Sider 
District  Co-Communication  Advisors 
Barbara  Murray 
District  Missioner 


Jonathan  Schindler  of  Troop  317  presents  the  colors  during 
St.  Charles  UMC’s  Scout  Sunday  celebration. 


Carl  Cunningham,  center,  recently  donated  money  to  St. 
Charles  UMC  to  purchase  kitchen  equipment  for  the  planned 
fellowship  hall.  Also  pictured  are  Ronnie  Schindler,  left,  of  the 
Building  Committee,  and  Pastor  Tom  Logan. 


Let  us  tell  your  story.  If  you  have 
a  story  to  tell  about  your  church 
or  your  members,  please  contact 
the  New  Orleans  District  com¬ 
munication  advisor,  Dian  Kent, 
at  (504)  368-2567.  You  may  also 
contact  the  New  Orleans  District 
office  at  488-5430.  If  you  have  a 
story  to  include,  please  submit  to 
Dian  Kent,  837  Sumner  Street, 
New  Orleans,  LA  701 14. 
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Louisiana  Conference  Mm! 


Continuing  education  sessions 


NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

set  for  clergy,  laity 


Dr. Timothy  Smith, 
chairman  of  the 
Continuing  Education 
Committee 


From  the  beginning, 
the  committee  agreed  that  its  goals 
included  leadership  training  for  both 
clergy  and  laity. 


As  part  of  his  ministry 
plan  for  the  year  2000, 

North  Shore  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Grayson 
Watson  is  working  to  pro¬ 
vide  effective  continuing 
education  of  clergy  that  is 
financially  underwritten  by 
the  district. 

Watson  went  to  Dr. 

Timothy  Smith  (now  serving 
the  Pearl  River  Church),  Rev. 

Barry  Hughes  (Church  of  the 
Servant,  Mandeville),  and 
Rev.  Flint  Shea  (North  Cross 
Church,  Madisonville)  for 
suggestions  on  what  the  district 
might  do  to  train  and  equip  pastors 
more  effectively  for  the  challenges  of 
ministry  today.  Smith  was  asked  to 
serve  as  chairman  of  the  new 
Continuing  Education  Committee. 

From  the  beginning,  the  commit¬ 
tee  agreed  that  its  goals  included 
leadership  training  for  both  clergy 
and  laity.  After  several  planning  ses¬ 


sions,  Watson  took  the  proposal  to 
the  District  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  chaired  by  Vera 
Packer  of  Slidell,  and  received  finan¬ 
cial  backing  in  a  grant  for  $6,000  to 
fund  a  series  of  seminars. 

The  first  seminar  was  led  by  Pete 
Bollinger  of  Grace  Community 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Bollinger  led 


pastors  through  the  "Network"  spiri¬ 
tual  gifts  workshop  to  help  them  dis¬ 
cern  their  own  spiritual  gifts,  includ¬ 
ing  the  need  to  pastor  the  church 
through  those  gifts,  and  learn  how  to 
mobilize  laity  for  ministry  on  the 
same  basis. 

The  second  workshop,  "God’s 
Vision  for  Your  Ministry,”  involved 
Dr.  Jim  Scott  and  Dr.  Molly  Davis 
Scott  of  the  Arkansas  Conference. 
Topics  included  reflecting  on  one’s 
original  call  to  ministry  and  teaching 
pastors  how  to  partner  with  laity  in 
fulfilling  this  ministry  vision.  The 
seminar  helped  each  participant  cre¬ 
ate  a  personal  ministry  plan  for  the 
coming  year. 

Session  three  will  deal  with  the 
context  for  ministry.  Scheduled  for 
Tuesday,  Sept.  19,  at  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University  in  Hammond,  it 
will  include  clergy  and  laity  from  the 
North  Shore,  New  Orleans  and  Baton 
Rouge  districts.  The  seminar  will  pro¬ 
vide  direct  training  in  the  use  of 
Percept,  a  program  using  demo¬ 
graphic  data  to  effectively  fulfill  min- 

'Light  the  Fire, 
basis  of  youth 

The  North  Shore  District  recently 
held  a  Youth  Lock-in  at  St.  Timothy 
Church  in  Mandeville  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Glory  Brown,  youth  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  District  Ministry  Team. 
Attendance  included  126  youth  and 
adults. 

The  theme  for  the  lock-in  was 
“Light  the  Fire,  Feel  the  Heat”  based 
on  Ephesians  5.8-9.  The  event  utilized 
small  group  sessions  to  focus  on  major 
issues  important  to  youth  such  as 
prayer,  peer  pressure,  school  violence, 
personal  stress,  dating,  and  making 
moral  choices  and  their  resulting  con¬ 
sequences. 

The  group  was  entertained  by  the  J- 
Walkin’  Band  from  University  UMC  in 
Lake  Charles.  Other  entertainment 
included  a  puppet  show  and  skits. 
Through  the  use  of  quiet  sessions, 
youth  were  given  time  to  focus  on 
what  they  had  witnessed  and  ways  to 
apply  the  gospel  to  their  own  lives. 

According  to  evaluations  the  lock-in 
was  a  real  success. 

On  another  note,  the  district 


'Piecemakers'  warm 
body  and  soul 


An  avid  quilter,  Judy  Jensen 
believes  in  sharing  her  talents  as  a 
way  of  thanking  God  for  her  bless¬ 
ings.  Upon  return  to  Centenary 
United  Methodist  Church  after 
retirement  from  the  University  of 
California  in  1995,  she  had  the  idea 
to  make  quilts  for  needy  children. 
Jensen  was  also  eager  to  return  to 
the  church  that  been  so  special  to 
her.  She  became  the  Centenary 
United  Methodist  Church  organist 
at  the  age  of  12  and  continued  until 
graduating  from  high  school  in 
1965,  and  thought  that  would  be  the 
best  place  to  begin  her  new  project. 
Jensen  met  with  the  church  minister 
and  shortly  after,  the  “Piecemakers” 
quilting  group  began  meeting  once 
a  month  in  her  home. 

It  is  very  much  a  cooperative 
effort,  with  each  member  handling  a 
different  part  of  the  process.  Corrie 
Corkern,  Judy’s  mother,  has  quilted 
for  many  years  and  does  most  of  the 
machine  sewing  along  with  Judy. 
Elizabeth  Bickham  keeps  the  group 
organized  and  does  most  of  the 
rotary  cutting  and  color  selection. 
Clara  Thigpen  is  legally  blind,  yet 
she  never  misses  a  meeting  and 
takes  care  of  all  the  ironing.  Rosalie 
Stafford,  who  is  in  her  nineties, 
helps  tie  the  quilts  when  she  is  not 
participating  in  her  aerobics  class. 
Joyce  Brown  is  a  quilter  who  layers 
the  quilts  and  also  assists  in  tying 
them.  Lola  Lynch  and  Eileen 
Pepperman  take  the  quilts  home 
and  sew  the  binding  and  labels  onto 
the  quilts  to  complete  them. 

Piecemakers  has  recently  added 
several  new  members  Elaine  Barnes, 
Margie  Sisson,  Peggy  Brown, 


Cynthia  McCormick,  along  with  the 
new  pastor  and  his  wife,  Lyndle  and 
Mona  Bullard.  Several  others  help 
when  they  can. 

Most  of  the  ladies  in  the  group 
are  not  quilters,  but  are  Christians 
who  want  to  do  a  little  bit  of  good 
for  the  world.  It  has  been,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be,  a  blessing  for  them  to 
work  together  and  stitch  these  quilts 
for  children.  They  have  wonderful 
fellowship,  work  hard,  and  at  times 
go  out  to  eat  once  the  work  is  com¬ 
pleted.  They  are  very  fortunate  to 
have  fabric  donated,  so  all  they  pur¬ 
chase  is  batting  and  thread.  Jensen 
owns  a  quilt  shop,  so  supplies  are 
readily  available  at  good  prices. 

To  date,  Piecemakers  has  made 
and  donated  92  quilts  for  children  at 
the  Methodist  Children’s  institutions 
in  New  Orleans  and  Ruston, 
Cherokee  Nation  in  North  Carolina, 
the  Hammond  Developmental 
Center,  and  the  Methodist  Hospital 
in  Memphis.  Before  the  quilts  are 
sent  to  their  destination,  they  are 
brought  to  the  worship  service  and 
laid  on  the  altar  and  shared  with  the 
congregation. 

Piecemakers  only  has  one  stipu¬ 
lation  that  goes  with  the  quilts  -  the 
children  receiving  them  must  be 
able  to  keep  them. 

“We  want  these  quilts  to  be  a 
comfort  to  these  children  and  their 
very  own  possession.  There  is  an  old 
saying  in  quilting,  ’Those  who  sleep 
under  a  quilt,  sleep  under  a  blanket 
of  love.1  We  hope  our  quilts  have 
provided  a  safe  and  warm  blanket  of 
love  for  these  children,”  Jensen  said. 


istry  in  the  local  church.  The  focus 
will  be  on  the  people  living  around 
the  churches,  their  needs,  and  how 
the  local  church  should  respond  in 
the  spirit  of  Christ. 

The  fourth  seminar  will  focus  on 
visioning  and  will  present  interna¬ 
tionally  famous  Dr.  George  Barna  as 
leader.  Scheduled  for  Saturday,  Nov. 
11,  it  will  be  held  in  Hammond  at 
SLU  from  9  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  Clergy 
and  laity  across  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  invited  to  attend. 

The  cost  to  participate  will  be  kept 
to  a  minimum.  Emphasis  will  stress 
the  strategic  use  of  the  demographic 
data  received  in  the  Percept  work¬ 
shops. 

Barna  will  talk  about  the  leader¬ 
ship  a  church  needs  for  God-cen¬ 
tered  ministry  from  both  a  clergy  and 
lay  perspective,  and  will  aim  to  equip 
participants  on  how  to  apply  that 
vision  locally. 

The  final  session  in  the  series  will 
be  led  again  by  the  Scotts  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  Jan.  12-13,  2001,  in 
Hammond.  On  Friday  the  Scotts  will 
meet  with  pastors  to  discuss  their  role 
in  creating  and  leading  a  strategic 
plan  for  their  congregations.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  clergy  and  laity  will  gather 
to  create  an  actual  strategic  plan  for 
their  local  church.  Participants  will 
leave  with  a  detailed  outline  of  a 
strategic  ministry  plan  and  begin  a 
process  of  involving  other  leadership 
to  implement  this  vision  and  plan  of 
ministry. 

For  more  information,  or  to  register 
for  any  of  the  sessions,  call  Smith  at 
(504)  863-7452  or  the  North  Shore 
District  office  at  (504)  626-0918. 

Feel  the  Heat' 
lock-in 

recently  welcomed  Mark  Byrd  as 
associate  youth  coordinator.  Byrd 
comes  to  the  North  Shore  District 
from  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Denham  Springs  where  he  serves 
as  youth  director. 


North  Shore  District 

124  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 

E-mail:  nsdumc@compsurf.com 

Rev.  Grayson  Watson 

District  Superintendent 

Open 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Sarah  Willis 

District  Missioner 


Picture  your  church  news  here! 
Send  stories  and  photos  to: 

North  Shore  District  Office 
(above) 
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Judicial  Council  to  rule  on  varied  docket; 
La.  Conference  restructure  to  be  reviewed 


MOUNT  SEQUOYAH  (www.mountsequoyah.orq) 

THE  BEST  IS  YET  TO  BE 

Oct.  9-12 

Bishop  Rhymes  Moncure,  newly  elected  bishop  from  the 
Missouri  Area  appointed  to  serve  the  Nebraska  Conference,  will 
be  the  featured  preacher  and  lecturer  at  the  Senior  Adults  pro¬ 
gram,  The  Best  Is  Yet  to  Be”  Oct.  9-12.  Make  reservations  now. 

Space  is  extremely  limited.  Programs  will  focus  on  positive  aging 
including  elements  of  spirituality,  leisure  and  fellowship  (ie. 

FUN!).  Learn  about  financial  planning,  surfing  the  Web,  painting, 
folk  dancing  and  gardening. 

SEQUOYAH  SINGLES  2000:  A  Retreat  for  Renewal 
Oct.  13-15 

This  is  always  a  fun,  spiritual  and  joy-filled  event. 
This  year’s  musical  celebration  leader  is  Howard  Hanger 
accompanied  by  Earl  Hefley.  You’ll  remember  this  enter¬ 
taining  duo  from  Lousiana’s  1999  Annual  Conference. 
Events  begin  Friday  afternoon  and  conclude  Sunday 
morning.  There  will  be  a  labyrinth  available  this  year  in 
addition  to  the  old-  fashioned  bonfire,  cider  and  dance 
which  are  such  a  great  tradition  with  this  event. 


Bishop 

Rhymes 

Moncure 


yRlEN/>sHlpS 


AUGUST 

27 

SEPTEMBER 

Christian  Education  Sunday 

1-4 

Men's  Silent  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

6-7 

La.  Conference  Cabinet 

Headquarters  Building, 
Baton  Rouge,  Bishop's  Off. 

7-9 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership, 

Track  1,  Retreat  5 

La.  Conference  Center 

7-10 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

15-16 

United  Methodist  Women  Annual  Meeting 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

16 

Conference  Center  Board 

La.  Conference  Center, 

17 

Special  Offering  for  Retired  Ministers' Homes 

19 

Tri-District  Seminar  with  Percept  for  North  Shore, 
New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge  Districts 

SLU,  Hammond 

19-22 

Campus  Ministries  Fall  Review 

La.  Conference  Center 

23 

Tri-District  Percept  Training  for 

Acadiana,  Alexandria  &  Lake  Charles 

La.  Conference  Center 

SMU  appoints  La.  native  Henneberger  assistant  chaplain 


BY  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 

Questions  related  to  the  structures  of 
the  Northern  Illinois,  Louisiana,  and 
Norway  annual  (regional)  conferences 
will  be  among  issues  to  be  considered  by 
the  nine- member  Judicial  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Oct.  25-28. 

The  fall  session,  at  a  location  yet  to  be 
determined,  will  be  the  first  for  five 
members  elected  at  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference  in  May. 

In  recent  years,  the  fall  sessions  of  the 
council  have  dealt  with  20  to  30  docket 
items  but  only  14  will  be  considered  in 
October. 

Two  items  from  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  challenge  the  bishop’s  deci¬ 
sions  of  law  in  regard  to  a  new  confer¬ 
ence  organization  and  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  task  force  to  implement  the 
new  structure. 

In  a  previous  decision,  the  Judicial 
Council  retained  jurisdiction  over  a 
restructure  plan  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  while  it  was  being  revised. 
Now  the  plan  is  being  resubmitted  with 
revisions  adopted  by  the  conference. 

The  structure  of  a  conference  in 
Europe  is  at  stake  when  a  ruling  from 
the  Judicial  Court  of  the  Northern 
European  Central  Conference  is 
reviewed.  The  court’s  judgment  is  a 
response  to  a  request  from  the  Judicial 
Council,  who  asked  in  an  earlier  deci¬ 
sion  for  a  ruling  on  the  Norway  Annual 
Conference  structure. 

These  structure  questions  account  for 
four  of  the  docket  items.  Other  cases 
coming  before  the  court  include  reviews 
of  decisions  of  law  made  by  bishops  pre¬ 
siding  over  a  session  of  an  annual  con¬ 
ference  if  these  decisions  were  then 
challenged  and  20  percent  of  the  voting 
body  agreed  to  the  referral. 

A  standard  review  of  a  bishop’s  deci¬ 
sion  of  law  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
Annual  Conference  asks  whether  a 
motion  affirming  the  goodness  of 
human  sexuality  could  be  adopted  in 
light  of  the  1996  Discipline  and  the 
Judicial  Council’s  recent  Decision  886, 
which  says  that  annual  conferences  can¬ 
not  “legally,  negate,  ignore,  or  violate 
provisions  of  the  Discipline  with  which 
they  disagree,  even  when  the  disagree¬ 
ments  are  based  upon  conscientious 
objections  to  those  provision.”  The  deci¬ 
sion  affirmed  that  the  Discipline  “is  the 
law  of  the  church”  and  regulates  every 
phase  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  church. 

The  Kansas  East  Annual  Conference 
asked  the  court  for  a  declaratory  deci¬ 
sion  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  con¬ 
ference’s  amended  “Policy  on  Sexual 
Ethics  for  Church  Professionals”  and 
"Policy  on  Sexual  Ethics  for  Lay 
Employees  and  Volunteers.”  A  review  of 
a  bishop’s  decision  in  the  Iowa 
Conference  session  will  look  at  whether 
the  bishop  was  in  order  when  he  ruled  a 
certain  motion  out  of  order. 

The  motion  was  to  amend  the  rules 
of  order  of  the  annual  conference. 

The  Alaska  Missionary  Conference 
has  asked  about  the  constitutionality  of 
a  disciplinary  requirement  that  lay  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  serving  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  a  churchwide  agency  must 


resign  from  the  agency  if  they  move 
their  permanent  residence  outside  the 
boundaries  of  the  conference. 

Alaska  Missionary  Conference  also 
has  asked  if  the  following  disciplinary 
provisions  apply  to  bodies  of  the  church 
not  created  by  General  Conference:  that 
the  program  and  fiscal  year  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  be  a  calendar 
year  and  that  a  quadrennium  within  the 
church  starts  on  the  January  1  following 
General  Conference. 

The  South  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  has  requested  a  decision  on 
the  constitutionality,  meaning,  applica¬ 
tion  and  effect  of  a  paragraph  in  the 
1996  Discipline  that  describes  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  candidates  for  the  episcopacy. 

Also  submitted  for  review  is  a  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  bishop  of  the  Western  New 
York  Annual  Conference  as  to  how  a 
local  pastor  who  is  enrolled  in  seminary 
should  be  listed  by  the  conference  board 
of  ordained  ministry:  as  a  student  local 
pastor  or  as  a  part-time  lay  pastor. 

The  bishop’s  decision  in  West  Virginia 
Annual  Conference,  stating  that  a  reso¬ 
lution  presented  to  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  that  would  have  directed  West 
Virginia  Wesleyan  College  to  rescind  its 
14-hour  visitation  policy  was  out  of 
order,  will  be  reviewed. 

From  Califomia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference,  come  two  cases  regarding 
judicial  procedure.  One  relates  to  the 
bishop’s  decision  about  a  paragraph  pre¬ 
viously  declared  unconstitutional  that 
contains  disciplinary  stipulations  about 
errors  in  judicial  proceedings.  The  other 
also  relates  to  a  bishop’s  ruling,  this  time 
in  permitting  testimony  to  the 
Committee  on  Investigation  about 
homosexuality  and  sexual  orientation  in 
general  rather  than  restricting  testimony 
to  the  events  of  Jan.  16, 1999,  named  in 
the  complaint. 

President  of  the  council  is  the  Rev. 
John  Corry  of  Nashville,  Tenn.;  vice  pres¬ 
ident,  the  Rev.  Rex  Bevins,  Lincoln,  Neb.; 
secretary,  Sally  Curtis  AsKew,  Bogart,  Ga. 
The  three  officers,  elected  in  May,  were 
members  of  the  council  during  the  pre¬ 
vious  1997-2000  quadrennium,  along 
with  Thomas  Matheny,  Hammond,  La. 
The  five  new  members  are:  Rodolfo  C. 
Beltran,  Cabanatuan  City,  Philippines; 
the  Rev.  Keith  Boyette,  Fredericksburg, 
Va.;  Mary  A.  Daffin,  Houston;  James 
Holsinger,  Lexington,  Ky.;  and  the  Rev. 
Larry  D.  Pickens,  Chicago. 


DALLAS  (SMU)—  Judith 
Henneberger  has  been  named  assis¬ 
tant  chaplain  and  coordinator  of  reli¬ 
gious  life  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  effective  Aug.  15. 

Henneberger  has  served  for  more 
than  25  years  in  pastoral  and  liturgical 
ministries  in  the  Diocese  of  Dallas  and 
has  completed  1 1  years  in  collegiate 


ministry  with  students, 
faculty  and  staff  through 
SMU’s  Catholic  Campus 
Ministry  program  as  sen¬ 
ior  campus  minister  at 
the  Neuhoff  Catholic 
Student  Community 
Center. 

As  assistant  chap¬ 
lain,  Henneberger  will 
be  responsible  for  pastoral  care  among 
the  12,000  students,  faculty  and  staff  at 
SMU  as  well  as  providing  leadership  in 
spiritual  direction  with  a  focus  on 
developing  healthy  models  of  student 
spirituality.  She  will  work  with  min¬ 
istries  of  social  justice  and  service  in 
cooperation  with  programs,  offices 
and  schools  within  the  university. 
Henneberger  will  co-convene  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  Campus  Ministry  Council,  an 
organization  comprising  more  than  30 
religious  life  organizations  serving 
SMU’s  main  Dallas  campus. 

A  Houma,  La.  native,  Henneberger 
studied  at  Loyola  University  of  the 
South  in  New  Orleans  and  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Dallas. 


IN  MEMORY 


Our  thoughts  and  condolences  go  to  Rev.  Joe  Hoover,  pastor,  Oak  Grove  UMC 
(Monroe  District),  on  the  death  of  his  father  Aug.  5.  His  funeral  was  held  Aug.  8  in 
League  City,  Texas. 

A  laity  remembrance: 

To  all  of  you  who  have  known  and  loved  Margaret  St.  Amant  over  the  years,  I 
wanted  to  let  you  know  she  passed  on  to  glory  on  July  22  at  her  home  in  Baker. 
Her  services  were  presided  over  by  the  Revs.  Ed  Dilworth  and  Tom  Dolph. 

The  many,  many  faces  of  the  people  my  parents  loved  and  served  through  the 
years  swirl  through  my  memory  like  a  glorious  collage  that  God  made  especially 
for  me  to  comfort  my  heart. 

I  have  been  so  blessed  to  have  had  such  Godly  parents  as  Fred  and  Margaret 
St.  Amant  and  such  a  legacy  of  love  given  to  me  by  them.  Rejoice  with  me  in  a  life 
well  spent.  Irene  Boles  (daughter) 


Judith 

Henneberger 


August  24, 2000 
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Church  buys  needy  children  new  shoes  for  school 

DODGE  CITY,  Kan.  -  As  a  new  school  year  gets  under  way,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  is  ensuring  that  needy  children  in  kindergarten  through  sixth 
grade  receive  free  shoes. 

The  shoe  ministry  began  last  year,  as  the  congregation  sought  innovative  ways 
to  have  a  positive  effect  on  children.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Michael  Gardner,  pre¬ 
sented  the  shoe  idea  to  the  congregation  after  witnessing  its  success  in  another 
church.  As  a  result  of  First  Church’s  initial  efforts,  several  hundred  children  began 
the  1999  school  year  in  new  shoes.  The  congregation  raised  almost  $20,000  to  buy 
nearly  650  pairs  of  shoes  that  year. 

The  success  of  helping  less-fortunate  children  have  new  shoes  for  school  led 
the  congregation  to  organize  another  fund-raising  effort  for  the  beginning  of  the 
2000  academic  year.  The  church  decided  that  any  child  who  qualified  for  a  free  or 
reduced  lunch  at  school  should  receive  a  voucher  for  a  new  pair  of  shoes.  So  far, 
the  church  has  raised  $9,000  for  the  new  school  year,  enabling  it  to  fill  360  of  the 
800  requests  it  has  received.  Money  is  being  raised  primarily  through  contribu¬ 
tions  from  First  Church’s  1,200  members  and  other  local  individuals,  businesses 
and  organizations.  Each  voucher  has  a  $25  value. 

Frugal  couple  leaves  $3  million  estate  to  church  work 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.—  Curtis  and  Bernice  Harris  were  loyal  members 
of  Trinity  United  Methodist  who  lived  simple,  thrifty  lives.  Just  how  thrifty  they 
were  became  clear  after  both  the  Harrises  had  died.  Then,  friends  and  church 
members  learned  that  the  childless  couple  had  left  a  $3  million  estate  for  five 
United  Methodist  institutions  in  Arkansas. 

The  Harrises  helped  establish  Trinity  23  years  ago  and  were  active  members. 
Bernice,  a  retired  schoolteacher,  died  last  March.  Curtis,  who  died  in  1988,  owned  a 
commercial  refrigeration  business.  They  left  their  estate  to  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Arkansas.  The  Curtis  and  Bernice  Harris  Endowment  Fund  has  five 
United  Methodist  institutions  as  beneficiaries:  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 

North  Little  Rock;  Camp  Aldersgate,  Little  Rock;  Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center,  Fayetteville;  Hendrix  College,  Conway;  and  the  foundation.  Each  insti¬ 
tution  will  receive  an  equal  share  of  the  fund’s  annual  income  to  further  its  ministries. 
Portland  church,  neighbors  work  through  differences 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  Neighbors  and  church  members  mingled  at  a  picnic  on 
a  warm  August  evening  in  a  park  near  Sunnyside  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  —  a  picnic  that  would  have  been  unimaginable  a  few  months  ago.  The 
event  was  held  to  celebrate  a  significant  step  toward  resolving  a  conflict  between 
neighborhood  and  church.  Last  January,  local  residents  succeeded  in  getting  a 
city  hearings  officer  to  revoke  a  conditional  use  permit  that  allowed  the  church  to 
provide  certain  programs.  The  move  would  have  ended  a  church  fellowship  sup¬ 
per  and  a  Friday  night  coffee  house  that  offered  free  meals  to  the  poor,  and  it 
would  have  limited  the  number  of  people  who  could  attend  worship.  The 
Portland  City  Council  reversed  the  decision  and  allowed  the  programs  to  contin¬ 
ue  on  condition  that  the  church  and  the  neighbors  work  out  their  differences.  The 
council  accepted  a  management  plan  for  the  meals  program  on  July  12  and  will 
formally  adopt  the  proposal  on  Aug.  23.  The  plan  calls  for  better  communication 
between  the  church  and  local  residents,  and  a  more  active  police  presence. 


Staff  member  nominated  to  lead  church's  social  action  agency 


WASHINGTON 
(UMNS)  -  James  E. 

Winkler,  a  lay  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  for 
15  years,  has  been 
named  to  succeed  the 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett  as  head  of  the 
agency. 

Winkler’s  nomination  was  approved 


by  the  board’s  executive  committee  and 
still  needs  confirmation  by  the  board’s 
directors,  who  are  being  polled  by  writ¬ 
ten  ballot.  Final  election  of  all  general 
secretaries  is  in  the  hands  of  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  which 
meets  Oct.  20-24.  The  appointment 
would  be  effective  Nov.  1 

Winkler  has  been  with  the  board 
since  1985;  currendy  he  works  as  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  working  to 
resource  congregations. 


James  E. 
Winkler 


RELIGIOUS  QUICKTAKES 


Love-in  for  2  million  youths  blessed  by  pope 
BY  ALESSANDRA  STANLEY  (NEW  YORK  TIMES) 

ROME,  Aug.  20-  In  the  largest  youth  gathering  ever  held  in  the  West,  more  than 
two  million  young  people  prayed,  sang,  swayed  and  got  sprayed  with  water  hoses 
today  at  a  Mass  celebrated  by  John  Paul  II  on  a  hot,  dusty,  trash-strewn  field  in  a 
suburb  of  Rome.  The  youth  Mass  and  overnight  vigil  before  it  closed  a  six-day  World 
Youth  festival  timed  to  coincide  with  a  Roman  Catholic  Holy  Year,  a  gathering  that 
the  Italian  press  dubbed  “The  Catholic  Woodstock”  —  a  teeming  love-in  without  the 
sex,  drugs  or  rock  ‘n’  roll,  but  with  much  of  the  same  enthusiasm  and  abandon. 

One  overwrought  young  girl  burst  through  security  lines  on  Saturday  night  and 
hurled  herself  into  the  frail  pope’s  arms  as  if  he  were  a  pop  star;  he  gently  patted  her 
head  as  she  wept  on  his  shoulder. 


WORLD  WATCH 


UMCOR  backs  legislation  for  refugees,  immigrants 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  United  Methodists  are  being  called  upon 
to  support  proposed  congressional  legislation  that  would  benefit 
refugees  and  immigrants.  The  biggest  concern  is  that  fewer 
refugees  are  being  admitted  to  the  United  States,  according  to 
Lilia  Fernandez,  executive  secretary  for  refugees  with  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  “As  the  number  of  refugees 
increases,  we  are  admitting  less  and  less,”  she  said.  While  90,000 
refugees  were  authorized  for  admittance  this  year,  that  total  could  drop  as 
low  as  76,000  under  the  final  2001  budget  proposal  from  the  Clinton  administration, 
according  to  UMCOR.  The  Senate  also  has  reduced  funding  for  migration  and 
refugee  assistance. 

UMCOR  is  asking  United  Methodists  to  support  proposed  congressional  legisla¬ 
tion  that  would  fund  Migration  and  Refugee  Assistance  for  $700  million  and 
Emergency  Migration  and  Refugee  Assistance  for  $20  million.  The  legislation  also 
would  increase  admissions  to  100,000,  ensure  adequate  refugee  assistance  overseas, 
especially  in  Africa,  and  provide  funds  for  refugee  emergencies  that  require  swift 
action.  Members  can  support  the  measure  by  writing  or  calling  their  senators  or 
representatives  and  organizing  letter-writing  campaigns. 


AT  PLAY  --  Children  in  a  Methodist-sponsored  daycare  center  in  Armenia,  Colombia, 
make  paper  hats.  Several  such  centers  were  established  by  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Colombia  following  a  January  1999  earthquake  that  devastated  western  Colombia. 
The  centers  provide  early  childhood  education  for  children  from  families  who  lost 
their  homes  in  poor  neighborhoods. The  Methodist  Church  of  Colombia  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Action  by  Churches  Together  (ACT),  an  international  alliance  of  church-spon¬ 
sored  relief  agencies  of  which  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  A  UMNS  Photo  by  Paul  Jeffrey/ ACT. 


PROTESTING  SANCTIONS  --The  Rev.  Jim  Lawson  Jr. (center), a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  and  noted  civil  rights  activist,  speaks  to  a  group  protesting  U.S. 
economic  sanctions  against  Iraq  during  a  rally  at  Lafayette  Park  in  Washington.  He 
was  eventually  arrested  for  his  participation.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Joretta  Purdue. 
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Worship  Settings  Workshop  Alexandria  District 

Hands-on  instruction 
Led  by  Lettye  Strawbridge  &  Gladys  Ford 

Are  you  tired  of  using  just  a 
floral  arrangement  for  your  altar? 

Lettye  and  Gladys  will  demonstrate  how  to  create 
worship  settings  that  relate  to  specific  scripture 
based  upon  lectionary  readings  for  the  coming  year. 

They  will  help  you  learn  how  to  use  your  space  and 
altar  area  to  create  a  unique  setting  for  worship 
using  inexpensive  and  readily  available  items. 


September  30 

First  UMC 
2550  Monroe  Hwy. 
Pineville,  LA 
(318)  640-1050 


$10  per  person 
Registration  dealine:  Sept.  18 


W-l 2,2000  m 
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t  Hyatt 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  is  offering 
scholarships  for  participants'  registration  fee  ($50)  and  for  travel.  Please  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Danny  Gleason  (see  below.) 

For  more  information,  please  contact:  General  Board  of  Higher  Education: 

Rev.  Joaquin  Garcia,  P.0.  Box  340007,  Nashville  TN  37203-0007. 

(615)  340-7374,  (615)  340-7377-Fax.jgarcia@gbhem.org 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference:  Rev.  Danny  Gleason,  Chairperson  of 
Recruitment  &  Enlistment,  Moss  Bluff  UMC, 735  Sam  Houston  Jones  Pkwy., 
Lake  Charies,  LA  70611.  (337)  855-6241,  (337)  855-6249-Fax. 
bethdanny@usunwired.net 


a\  Convoca/,- 
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W.  T.  Handy  Convocation  at  Dillard  University 

Nov.  10-11, 2000  Strengthening 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  the  Black  Church 
Registration  Form  for  the  21st 

Century 


Title  and  Name 


Gender  (M  or  F) 


Address 


City 


Zip  Code 


Home  Phone  Church  Name 

Please  include  your  registration  fee  of  $10  per  person,  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Mail  to:  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  P.0. 1 93,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727.  Call  (225)  664-7979  for  information. 


Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in  Faith  Conference  -  Oct.  23-24 

Location:  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  LA 


This  conference  will  focus 
on  the  most  important  institu 
tion  on  earth:  the  family.  In  a 
confused,  ever-changing 
world,  support  of  family  life 
becomes  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance.  Hear  and  share  ways  congrega¬ 
tions  can  be  more  proactive  and  effec¬ 
tive  as  carriers  of  this  wholeness. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Leonard  Sweet,  noted  author  and  United 
Methodist  preacher. 

Track  leaders  will  include  Dr.  Elbert 
Cole,  an  expert  in  elderly  research;  Sally 
Ann  Roberts,  anchor  at  Channel  4  News 
in  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Stanley  Copeland, 
renowned  preacher  and  author;  Dr.  Fred 


C3poverty, 

The  Bishops  Initiative 1$ 


Smith,  an  expert  on  children 
and  firearms;  Richard  Stalder, 
secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Public  Safety 
and  Corrections;  and  Jake 
Hadley,  assistant  secretary, 
Louisiana  Office  for  Addictive  Disorders. 

Tracks  offered  will  cover  1)  Family 
Realities  Today,  2)  Spiritual  Poverty: 
The  Family’s  Ultimate  Challenge,  3) 
Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence,  4) 
Addictive  Behaviors:  #lDisorder 
Impacting  Family  Life. 

Sign  up  today  and  bring  enough  peo¬ 
ple  from  your  church  to  cover  all  the 
tracks.  Watch  future  issues  of  Louisiana 
NOW!  for  more  information. 


Prison  chapel  steeples  will  represent 
God's  love  to  those  who  need  it  most 


BE  the  people  GOD  has  called  to  serve  the  world! 

September  30,  2000 

10:30  a.m.  until  4:00  p.m. 

Youth  in  grades  7-12  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 
are  invited  to  come  to  The  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 
A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth. 
1-318-449-4500 

Registration  Fee:  $  15.00  per  person 

(Cost  includes  lunch,  baseball  shirt  YSF  donation  and  programming.) 

YSF  Shorts  will  be  available  for  purchase 

Come  prepared  for  Skits,  YSF  Monopoly.  Crafts.  Music, 
Mission  Opportunities,  Bible  Games  &  Bible  Study! 


BY  KEVIN  FITZPATRICK 
SPECIAL  TO  LOUISIANA  NOW! 

COTTONPORT,  La.-Avoyelles 
Correctional  Center,  the  state  prison 
here,  is  one  of  four  state  prisons  where 
chapels  will  be  built  beginning  this  fall  as 
part  of  the  interdenominational 
Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation’s 
plan  to  build  or  refurbish 
chapels  at  each  of  Louisiana’s 
21  prison  sites. 

The  new  chapels  are  to  be 
steepled,  one-storied,  non- 
denominational,  multi-ethnic 
worship  facilities.  Designed  for 
300  worshippers,  the  chapels 
also  include  minister’s  offices, 
meeting  rooms,  chancel/altar 
space,  baptistery  and  storage 
space. 

I  believe  a  chapel  and  its 
towering  steeple  will  be  a  sign 
to  all  on  these  prison  grounds 
that  this  building  is  different.  It 
represents  God’s  presence  to  those  who 
most  need  his  love,  forgiveness,  mercy 
and  grace.  The  chapels  will  provide  a 
worship  place  for  religious  teaching, 
prayer  and  other  spiritual  activities. 

Why  do  some  ex-prisoners  commit 
new  crimes  after  release  from  prison, 
while  others  forge  responsible,  law-abid¬ 
ing  lives?  What  is  the  connection 
between  ex-prisoners  who  attended 
church  services  while  incarcerated,  no 
matter  what  their  denomination  is,  and 
those  who  did  not? 

Promoting  faith-based  crime  preven¬ 
tion  and  restorative  justice  in  prisons  has' 
statistically  reduced  recidivism  [repeat 
offenders]  in  the  United  States.  In  a  1998 
report  issued  by  the  Manhattan  Institute, 
criminologist  Byron  R.  Johnson  of 
Vanderbilt  University  summarized  the 
results  of  a  systematic  review  of  more 
than  400  studies  testing  the  relationship 
between  all  sorts  of  religious  influences 
(church  attending  being  just  one)  and 
crime  and  delinquency.  The  report 
echoed  the  conclusion  of  a  study  pub¬ 
lished  in  1995  in  the  Journal  of 
Criminology,  most  of  the  best  available 
empirical  evidence  suggests  that  [expo¬ 
sure  to  and  practice  of]  religion  signifi¬ 
cantly  reduce  crime  and  delinquency. 


Prison  Ministries  are 
dedicated  to  ministering 
to  the  spiritual  and 
material  needs  of  prison¬ 
ers,  ex-prisoners  and 
their  families,  including 
the  over  one  million  chil¬ 
dren  in  this  country  who 
have  one  or  both  parents 


Kevin 

Fitzpatrick 


LOUISIANA 
Prison  Chapel 

FOUNDATION.  INC.1 


An  artist’s  rendering  shows  the  finished  prison 

chapel  slated  to  be  built  at  prisons  around  the  state. 

in  prison  or  jail.  These 
faith-based  anti-crime 
programs  and  a  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  secular 
ones  as  well,  are  predi¬ 
cated  upon  the  concept 
of  “restorative  justice.’’ 

In  other  words,  the  ulti¬ 
mate  purpose  of  the 

Criminal  law  is  to  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel 
restore  the  “shalom”  Foundation,  Inc. 
or  peace  that  crime 
robs  from  victims,  perpetrators  and 
communities  alike.  Restorative  justice 
returns  America  to  the  ethical  under¬ 
standing  of  those  who  founded  the 
American  penitentiary  to  reclaim  public 
order  and  repair  broken  hearts,  lives  and 
communities  on  both  sides  of  the  walls. 

Just  think  for  a  moment  of  the  many 
inmates  who  need  prayer  and  a  place  to 
pray.  How  many  are  weary,  alone  and 
feel  as  if  their  prayers  are  not  answered? 
Sometimes  they  begin  to  fear  that  their 
hope  will  be  dashed.  They  just  need  what 
we  all  need:  the  living  assurance  that 
waiting  on  God  can  never  be  in  vain. 

Let  a  towering  steeple  be  a  reminder 
of  that  promise. 

Kevin  Fitzpatrick  is  former  editor  of  the 
Cajun  Prison  Press,  the  newsletter  for  the 
Avoylle’s  Correction  Center  in  Cottonport. 


Families  in  Crisis  Conference 
rfiMcl teh  October  23-24  •  First  UMC  Alexandria,  La. 

Pre-registration  is  encouraged 

Cost  of  $55  includes  choice  of  one  track,  four  meals,  and  a  bronze  cross  for  your  home 


Please  prioritize 
interests  by  ranking 
12,3,4 


Track  1 — Family  Realities  Today  _ 

Track  2 — Spiritual  Poverty  _ 

Track  3 — Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence  _ 

Track  4 — Addictive  Behavior  _ 

*Task  Force  will  strive  to  accommodate  your  choice 
Please  direct  any  questions  to  Joanne  White  at  (318)  443-1349 
Make  checks  payable  to  La.  Annual  Conference 
Mail  check  and  completed  registration  to:  Eloise  Cox,  P.O.  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71342 


Presented  by 
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A  covenant  welcome  for  bishop 


On  Oct.  14,  United  Methodists  will 
officially  welcome  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  to  Louisiana. 

The  Service  of  Covenant  will  be  at 
11  a.m.  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Everyone  is 
welcome  at  the  celebration  to  install 
Bishop  Hutchinson  as  the  resident 
and  presiding  bishop  for  the 
Louisiana  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  Hutchinson  was  elected  at 
the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  Albuquerque  in  July. 


He  was  appointed  to  the  Louisiana 
Episcopal  Area  for  a  four-year  term. 

Participants  in  the  service  will 
include  the  Dillard  University  choir 
as  well  as  representatives  of  several 
conference  organizations,  including 
United  Methodist  Women,  United 
Methodist  Men,  Conference  Youth 
Ministry  and  ordained  and  lay  min¬ 
istries.  Ecumenical  participants  will 
be  Bishop  Thomas  L.  Hoyt  Jr.  from 
the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Rev.  C.  Dan  Krutz, 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference. 


In  the  tradition  of  Louisiana's 
Convocation  of  Boards,  most  of  the 
annual  conference  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  will  meet  Oct.  13  or  14  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  will  be  present  for  the 
covenant  service.  Members  of  boards 
and  agencies  should  contact  their 
chairpersons  for  details. 

Persons  needing  housing  for  Oct. 
13,  will  find  a  group  rate  at  Richmond 
Suites  near  Corporate  and  College 
boulevards,  or  Comfort  Suites  near 
the  Baton  Rouge  airport.  Preferred 
rates  are  based  on  availability. 


Houma  program 
rescues  children 


Like  many  children,  twin  brothers  Ryan  and  Richie 
resented  being  taken  from  their  foster  mother's  home 
to  live  at  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's 
Services  in  Houma.  The  boys  had  been  taken  from 
their  crack  cocaine-addicted  mother  around  the  age  of 
5.  Their  father  was  long  gone.  They  bounced  through  a 
couple  of  foster  homes,  eventually  settling  with  the 
woman  who  largely  raised  them.  But  her  health  began 
to  fail,  and  the  12-year-old  boys  had  become  a  hand¬ 
ful.  It  was  time  for  the  wards  of  the  state  to  move 
again. 

"When  they  arrived,  they  didn't  like  it.  They  saw 
this  as  a  restrictive,  mean  place  that  they  had  to  live. 
You  know,  they  missed  their  home,  their  foster  mother. 
They  were  angry  and  would  act  out  quite  a  bit,"  said 
Michael  Guidroz,  a  social  worker  at  the  facility. 


A  MacDonell  resident  scales  a  jungle  gym  at  the  1 7-acre  facility. 


See  MacDONELL,  Page  3 


Longtime  church  leader  Tom  Matheny  dies 


Tom  Matheny, a  longtime  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council  --  the  church's  equivalent  of 
the  Supreme  Court  —  died  Aug.  31  in 
Baton  Rouge  after  a  lengthy  illness. 
He  was  67. 

Reminiscent  of  TV  attorneys  Perry 
Mason  and  the  earlier  Ironsides  char¬ 
acter  played  by  Raymond  Burr, 
Matheny  was  a  lawyer  in  Hammond. 
A  tall  man,  with  abundant  white  hair, 
he  spoke  softly  and  was  skilled  in 
logic,  debate  and  persuasion.  His 
accounts  of  an  earlier  experience  or 
memorable  moment  entertained 
many. 

A  dedicated  churchman,  Matheny 
was  lay  leader  in  the  Louisiana 


Annual  (regional) 

Conference  for  17 
years.  He  was  elected 
to  the  Judicial  Council 
in  1972  and  was  re¬ 
elected  at  the  end  of 
each  eight-year  term. 

Officers  are  elected 
every  four  years.  He 
was  elected  president  in  1976  and 
served  six  terms  ending  this  year. 

Before  serving  on  the  Judicial 
Council,  Matheny  had  been  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  General  Conference,  the 
denomination's  highest  legislative 
body,  in  1968,  1970  and  1972.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  world  conference  of 
the  National  Association  of 


Conference  Lay  Leaders  in  London, 
1966;  Denver,  1971;  Dublin,  1976;  and 
Hawaii,  1981. 

In  an  article  published  in  1973  by 
the  Audenshaw  Foundation,  a 
British-based  nonprofit  organization, 
Matheny  wrote  words  about  power  in 
the  church  that  might  be  said  today: 

"In  fact,  many  laymen  --  and  cler¬ 
gy  too  --  feel  hopeless  in  the  present 
situation,  because  they  feel  power¬ 
less.  They  feel  that  they  are  not  lis¬ 
tened  to  as  church  decisions  are 
made  on  pronouncements,  programs 
and  the  commitment  of  funds.  They 
feel  completely  ignored." 

See  MATHENY,  Page  2 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Privilege  and  responsibility 


What  a  day  this  has  been  .  .  .  is  . . . 
and  is  yet  to  be.  We're  surrounded  by 
boxes  from  floor  to  ceiling.  The  pack¬ 
ers  are  steadily  loading  more  boxes. 
I've  begun  to  pack  the  car  with  those 
items  we're  afraid  to  trust  to  the 
moving  van. 

Friends  have  continually  dropped 
by  to  wish  us  well  and  say  their  good¬ 
byes.  We've  even  given  away  our  pet 
box  turtle  (who  we  have  affectionate¬ 
ly  called  'Yertle')  to  one  of 
our  neighbors. 

The  move  is  on,  and  we 
are  embarking  on  the  jour¬ 
ney  to  Louisiana  and  to  a 
new  ministry  setting  about 
which  we  are  extremely 
excited. 

Election  to  the  episcopa¬ 
cy  was  a  thrilling  and 
humbling  experience.  The 
joy  of  having  the  privilege 
to  serve  God's  kingdom 
through  this  avenue  is 
accompanied  by  the 
sobering  thought  that  the 
responsibilities  of  the  office  are  not 
only  extensive  but  totally  sacred.  It  is 
cause  both  to  rejoice  in  the  moment 
and  prayerfully  seek  discernment  of 
God's  unfolding  call  for  the  future. 

The  excitement  of  election  was 
exceeded  only  by  the  announcement 
that  we  had  been  assigned  to  serve  in 
Louisiana!  We  had  waited  patiently 
all  day  on  Friday  for  the 
Jurisdictional  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  to  do  their  work.  Kay  and 
I  had  privately  said  to  each  other, 
"Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  if  we 
should  be  assigned  to  Louisiana."  We 
had  been  so  graciously  encouraged 
by  delegates  and  visitors  from  your 
(our!)  great  conference  that  we  knew 
we  wanted  to  be  in  ministry  with  and 


among  you.  The  three  individuals 
who  were  responsibile  for  consulting 
with  us  about  our  assignment  began 
by  saying,  "We  hope  you  like  spicy 
food  and  Southern  hospitality."  Our 
spirits  leapt  and  our  hearts  were 
delighted  because  we  knew  what  that 
meant. 

The  welcome  we  received  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  breakfast  on 
Saturday  morning  before  the 

Consecration  Service  was 
just  beautiful.  We  knew 
immediately  we  had 
joined  a  loving,  caring 
family. 

Now  the  journey  gets 
under  way  in  earnest.  By 
the  time  you  are  reading 
this  we  will  be  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  establishing 
our  new  home  among 
you.  We  are  eager  to  get 
started! 

Please  pray  for  us  as  we 
join  you.  We  will  pray  for 
you.  We  know  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  God's  gift  and  we  humbly 
and  joyfully  accept  and  celebrate  it. 

All  journeys  have  an  origin  and  a 
destination,  and  I  believe  Henri 
Nouwen  best  characterized  this  one 
in  these  words: 

“You  know  that  Jesus  is  waiting  for 
you  at  the  end,  just  as. you  know  that 
he  is  guiding  you  as  you  move  in  that 
direction.  You  must  trust  the  depth  of 
God’s  presence  in  you  and  live  from 
there.” 

Thanks  for  letting  us  “live  from 
there”  with  you.  May  God's  glorious 
blessings  be  with  us  all  as  together 
we  embark  on  the  journey. 

fell 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 


Matheny  continued  from  Page  7 


After  observing  that  the  power  of 
leadership  sometimes  corrupts  and 
that  the  power  of  the  purse  is  not 
stewardship  but  manipulation, 
Matheny  went  on  to  say  that  the 
church  has  power  to  influence  socie¬ 
ty  but  too  often  has  stopped  with 
making  pronouncements  on  impor¬ 
tant  subjects.  Power  and  influence, 
he  said,  are  to  be  used  to  fulfill  the 
Christian  commitment. 

He  urged  the  power  structure  of  the 
church  to  share  decision-making  with 
the  laity,  beginning  at  the  local  level  and 
working  up. 

"There  is  no  real  place  in  our  church¬ 
es  for  a  large  degree  of  secrecy,”  he  said. 
" ...  I  think  that  a  good  strong  church 
conference  can  survive  good,  strong 
controversy  on  the  conference  floor." 

Matheny  received  his  bachelor’s 
degree  from  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  in  1954  and  his  law  degree 
from  Tulane  University  in  1957.  His  hon¬ 
orary  degrees  included  doctorates 


awarded  by  Centenary  College,  DePauw 
University,  Oklahoma  City  University 
and  Southeastern  Louisiana  University. 

Matheny  gave  time  to  organizations 
supporting  college  scholarships,  mental 
health,  family  and  marriage  therapy, 
prison  reform  and  legal  aid. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University  and 
Holy  Cross  College. 

He  also  lectured  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  the  Law  Science  Academy 
and  the  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  conciliation  and  mediation  of  dis¬ 
putes  of  the  World  Peace  through  Law 
center. 

Survivors  include  his  mother, 

Lorraine  Hammond  of  Hammond,  La.;  a 
sister,  Jo  Alice  Barrett  of  Ohio;  and  a 
brother,  John  Matheny,  also  of 
Hammond. 

Funeral  services  for  Matheny  were 
held  Sept.  2  in  Hammond. 


VIM  Trinity  Ministries 
begins  in  South  Africa 


BY  LARRY  NORMAN 

DIRECTOR,  VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  introduced  a  new  concept  in 
Volunteers  in  Mission  this  past  month  in 
South  Africa.  Asked  to  help  launch  the 
new  program  called  Trinity  Ministries 
was  Larry  D.  Norman,  director  of 
Louisiana  VIM.  "VIM  teams  from  the 
U.S.  have  been  going  to  South  Africa  for 
a  number  of  years,"  said  Norman,  "but 
this  new  approach  mixes  a  U.S.  team 
with  both  a  white  (affluent)  church  in 
South  Africa  and  a  colored  or  black  con¬ 
gregation  in  one  of  the  poorer  areas." 
"The  black  or  colored  church  is  one  that 
is  being  formed  in  one  of  the  townships 
or  shanty  towns,  where  the  less  affluent, 
affected  by  the  history  of  apartheid,  are 
settling.  The  South  African  government 
has  made  great  strides  in  building 
dwellings,  installing  waste  systems  and 
supplying  fresh  water  and  electricity  to 
these  areas.  Land  is  being  made  avail¬ 
able  to  the  Methodist  Church  to  build 
churches.  That  will  be  the  job  of  mission 
volunteers  from  Louisiana  and  other 
conferences.  The  U.S.  teams  serve  as  a 
catalyst,  and  the  hope  is  that  long  after 
the  building  is  finished  a  strong  and 
lasting  sisterchurch  relationship  will 
continue  between  the  white  and  black 
congregations  also  involved  in  the 
building."  Norman  served  on  the  teach¬ 
ing  team  along  with  Jeanie 
Blankenbaker  of  GBGM,  Larry  Acton, 
Oklahoma  VIM,  and  Jeremy  Basset,  a 
South  African  pastor  presently  serving  in 


the  U.S.  Trinity  Ministries  will  be  coordi¬ 
nated  in  South  Africa  by  Richard  Bosart, 
United  Methodist  missionary  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  South  Africa  Ministries  Volunteers 
in  Mission  (SAMVIM).  As  part  of  the 
new  concept,  Louisiana  VIM  will  be 
sending  teams  to  the  Johannesburg  area 
in  2001.  Two  team  leaders  have  already 
begun  to  recruit  and  form  their  teams. 
Jon  Lord,  pastor  of  the  Dubach- 
Harmony  Chapel  Charge,  will  travel  with 
his  team  to  South  Africa,  July  5-15,  2001. 
Dale  Hensarling,  pastor  of  Louisiana 
Memorial  in  Opelousas,  will  lead  his 
team  to  the  Johannesburg  area  Oct.  18- 
28,  2001.  Louisiana  VIM  will  also  form 
other  teams  for  South  Africa  both  for 
2001  and  through  2003.  The  Louisiana 
VIM  teams  will  work  with  the  South 
African  congregations  to  build  churches 
and  a  day-care  center  in  townships  in 
the  Limpopo  District  near  the  country's 
capital  city.  All  three  participating 
groups  will  raise  the  project's  construc¬ 
tion  costs.  The  individual  cost  per  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  team  will  be 
approximately  $2,000,  which  includes, 
transportation  from  Louisiana,  lodging 
and  meals  and  administrative  costs. 
"This  represents  a  marvelous  mission 
opportunity  for  members  of  our  confer¬ 
ence  and  an  expansion  of  Louisiana 
VIM's  presence  in  the  world,"  said 
Norman.  "Wesley  reminds  us  that  the 
'world  is  our  parish.'  Here  is  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  experience  and  affrm  that  belief 
through  God's  love  and  the  work  of  our 
hands." 


Jeanie  Blankenbaker,  GBGM,  on  teaching  team  for  Trinity  Ministries,  at  Kereke  Ea 
Wesele  (Church  of  Wesley)  in  township  of  Orange  Farm. The  church  built  by  the  congre¬ 
gation  from  castoff  lumber  and  zinc  (tin)  will  be  removed  and  a  new  concrete  block 
church  built  by  Louisiana  teams  in  2001.  The  new  building  will  also  serve  as  a  creche 
(day-care  center)  during  the  week. 


SAM  Grant  applications,  re-applications  due  now 


Each  year  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  awards  Support  Action 
Ministry  (SAM)  Grants  to  assist  local 
churches  in  the  establishment  of  new 
mission  projects.  Traditionally,  priority 
has  been  given  to  projects  serving  the 
needs  of  children  and  youth  at  risk.  A 
SAM  Grant  may  be  awarded  up  to 


$2,500  annually  for  three  consecutive 
years.  Churches  wishing  to  apply  may 
call  or  write  the  SAM  Committee  Chair, 
Rev.  Carol  Winn,  for  an  application:  225- 
293-4440,  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  10328  Jefferson  Hwy.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70809.  Deadline  for  applica¬ 
tions  and  reapplications  is  Dec.  1,  2000. . 
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Two  residents  of  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services  pass  the  time  with  a  game  of  chess  The  facility  in  Houma  offers  stuc- 
ture,  discipline  and  love  for  children  at  risk. 


MacDonell  continued  from  Page  7 


“But  interestingly,  even  within  the 
first  year,  they  seemed  to  be 
responding  more  to  the  consistency 
and  the  security  and  the  structure 
that  the  staff  was  providing.  And  they 
began  to  appreciate  that.  And  actual- 
ly-the  thing  that  really  stood  out  -- 
they  got  to  the  point  where  they  did¬ 
n't  really  want  to  leave." 

MacDonell  is  a  residential  treat¬ 
ment  facility  with  counselors  and 
therapists  similar  to  the  United 
Methodist  Children's  Homes  in 
Ruston  and  New  Orleans,  said 
Douglas  Hall,  vice  president  of 
resource  development. 

"Basically  what  we  are  is  a  private, 
nonprofit  home  for  people  who  need 
a  more  stable  environment,"  he  said. 

The  children  who  live  at  the  home 
are  in  the  state's  custody  and  range 
in  age  from  8  to  15. 

"We  take  care  of  all  of  their  needs. 
They  do  go  to  public  schools,  but 
then  when  they  come  home,  they 
stay  here.  And  if  they  go  any  place 
out  in  the  community,  it’s  with  our 
staff,  so  it’s  really  structured,"  Hall 
said. 

The  children  generally  stay  at  the 
home  from  six  months  to  two  years. 

"So  it's  different  from  an  orphan¬ 
age  in  that  they  do  have  parents,  but 
for  whatever  reason  it's  not  appro¬ 
priate  for  the  child's  safety  to  stay  in 
that  home.  For  the  most  part,  their 
family  is  us,"  Hall  said. 

The  children  live  in  cottages  on 
the  17-acre  facility  according  to  age 
and  gender:  one  each  for  older  and 
younger  boys,  which  the  program 
has  more  of,  andone  for  girls.  There 
are  12  in  each  group,  for  a  total  of  36 
residents  at  any  given  time. 


"When  the  children  come  to  us, 
they're  usually  having  a  difficult  time 
in  school,  because  they  were  not 
socialized  well  in  the  environment 
that  they  were  brought  up  in.  They 
don't  respect  authority.  And  in  most 
of  the  cases,  they  also  have  emotion¬ 
al  problems,  having  been  abused  or 
neglected,"  Guidroz  said. 

The  root  of  the  problem  is  the  lack 
of  family,  Hall  said. 

"Though  MacDonell  can't  replace 
a  child's  mother  and  father,  at  least 
we  try  to  provide  the  structure  and 
the  love,  the  discipline.  We're  provid¬ 
ing  Christian  values,"  he  said. 

"What  a  lot  of  people  think  hap¬ 
pens  with  children  who  have  been 
neglected  or  abused  is  that  they  start 
thinking,  'Well  I  don't  really  have  any 
control  over  my  life.  I  don't  have  any 
guidance  control,  so  I'm  just  going  to 
do  what  I  want,"'  Guidroz  said. 

"And  we  see  a  lot  of  that-kids 
thinking  that  acting  out  is  OK 
because  there's  nobody  telling  them 
that  it's  not  OK.  And  I  think  that's 
one  of  the  things  that  a  place  like 
this  can  provide  is  to  help  a  child 
learn  that  you  do  have  to  have  some 
internal  controls." 

Hall  receives  a  lot  of  calls  about 
volunteering,  but  direct  work  with 
the  children  is  not  possible  for  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  reasons,  he  said.  The  first  is 
the  confidentiality  of  the  children's 
identities,  which  must  be  main¬ 
tained.  The  second,  and  perhaps 
more  decisive,  factor  is  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  at  MacDonell  haven't  had  good 
relationships  with  adults  in  their 
families. 

"Maybe  if  a  volunteer  would  work 
with  them  and  just  give  an  innocent 


hug,  that  might  freak  them  out  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit,  because  in  the  past  when  they 
were  given  hugs,  it  led  to  other 
things,"  Hall  said. 

"They  haven't  had  healthy  rela¬ 
tionships  with  their  families,  and  so 
our  goal  is  to  help  them  get  over  that 
and  to  be  put  in  an  environment 
where  they  can  trust  adults  again.  So 
in  a  way,  we're  like  healthy  role  mod¬ 
els  for  them-adults  they  can  trust." 

While  not  being  able  to  work 
directly  with  children,  volunteers  can 
help  out  in  a  number  of  other  ways, 
especially  through  donations,  Hall 
said.  (Please  see  the  MacDonell's 
wish  list.) 

Brothers  Richie  and  Ryan  (whose 
real  names  are  protected  by  law) 
have  improved  considerably  since 
their  arrival  at  MacDonell. 

"In  that  time  we've  seen  remark¬ 
able  development  with  them,  from 
being  pretty  undisciplined  and 
aggressive  and  having  some  prob¬ 
lems  with  sexual  inappropriateness 
to  really  blossoming  by  the  time  a 
placement  was  found  for  them  very 
recently.  They  were  doing  well  in 
school,  had  improved  their  grades, 
one  of  them  was  involved  in 
extracurricular  activities,"  Guidroz 
said. 

The  boys  will  now  go  to  another 
facility  that  specializes  in  older  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  ultimate  goal  is  to  reunite 
children  with  their  biological  par¬ 
ents,  but  that's  not  always  possible, 
he  said.  The  boys'  mother  is  making 
improvements  in  her  life,  but  every¬ 
thing  is  relative.  At  least  now, 
Guidroz  said,  she's  managing  to  stay 
out  of  jail. 


Two  from  Mansfield 
receive  prestigious 
Gates  scholarships 

Two  Centenary  College  students  are 
among  the  nation’s  first  to  receive  the 
prestigious  Gates  Millennium 
Scholarship  awards.  The  recipients  are 
sophomore  Chasity  Jackson  and  fresh¬ 
man  Ebonee  Spencer,  both  pre-med 
students  from  Mansfield. 

Sponsored  by  Microsoft  Corp. 
founder  Bill  Gates  and  his  wife  Melinda, 
the  award  is  given  to  an  elite  number  of 
minority  students  pursuing  a  college 
education  in  the  sciences  or  fine  arts. 

C:riteria  for  the  award,  in  addition  to 
major,  include  the  students'  grade- 
point  average  and  leadership  qualities. 

Jackson  serves  on  the  Centenary 
Activities  Board,  contributes  to  the 
Pandora  literary  magazine  and  partici¬ 
pates  in  the  Chemistry  Club  and  the 
Church  Careers  program.  She  has  also 
worked  in  Mansfield  at  a  pediatrics 
clinic  for  the  past  two  sumners  and 
tutored  children  through  the  state's 
Weed  and  Seed  program. 

Prior  to  joining  Centenary,  Spencer 
was  involved  in  National  Honor  Society, 
French  Club,  Students  Against  Drunk 
Driving,  and  was  captain  of  her  high 
school's  cheerleading  squad.  She  was 
chosen  DeSoto  Parish  Student  of  the 
Year,  Miss  Mansfield  High  and  Student 
Council  president.  This  past  summer 
she  volunteered  at  DeSoto  Regional 
Hospital. 

"Each  GMS  award  for  the  2000-01 
academic  year  will  be  based  on  the 
cost  of  tuition,  fees,  books  and  living 
expenses,  taking  into  account  any  other 
financial  aid  awards  the  scholar  has 
received,"  said  William  H.  Gray  111,  GMS 
president  and  chief  executive  officer. 


Wish  List 

Items  most  commonly  needed 
by  MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services. 

School  Supplies:  loose  leaf  paper  (wide 
ruled),  single  subject  notebooks  (wide  ruled),  5 
subject  notebooks  (wide  nled),  washable  mark¬ 
ers,  #2  lead  pencils,  erasable  pens  (blue  and 
black  ink),  coloring  books,  crayons  (16  &  24 
pack),  Eastpack  booksacks,  2  pocket-3prong 
folders,  2  pocket-no  prong  folders,  report  cov¬ 
ers,  project  boards  (any  color). 

Toys:  model  cars,  trucks  and  planes,  puzzles, 
board  games,  sports  equipment,  small  toys  or 
gifts  for  awards. 

Personal  Care  Items:  soap,  shampoo,  lotion, 
deodorant,  hair  spray,  mousse,  make  up,-  per- 
fume/cologne. 

Appliances:  microwave  ovens,  washers  and 
dryers,  televisions,  VCRs,  coffee  pots,  toasters, 
rice  cookers,  refrigerators,  freezers,  irons. 

Disney  Videos,  Movie  Passes 
Restaurant  Gift  Certificates  (McDonald's, 
Wendy's,  Dairy  Queen,  Pizza  Hut,  etc.) 

Candy  and  Gifts  for  Holidays  and  Birthday 
Party  Supplies 

Contact  Douglas  Hall  Vice  President  of 
Resource  Development,  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children's  Services 
8326  Main  Street  Houma,  LA  70363 
(504)  868-8362 
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Asbury  choir, 
youth  carry 
gospel  to  D.C. 

By  Judy  Sarver 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Youth  and  adult  members  of  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette 
joined  for  a  trip  this  summer  to 
Washington,  D.C.  The  goal  of  the  81 
people  on  the  trip  was  to  present  the 
gospel  through  work  and  music. 

In  addition  to  seeing  the  usual 
sights  in  the  nation’s  capital,  the  com¬ 
bined  Asbury  Choir  (adult)  and  Alpha 
Omega  Choir  (youth)  led  a  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  at  the  North 
Bethesda  United  Methodist  Church. 

They  also  presented  concerts  at  the 
Fairfax  Naval  Veterans  Home  in 
Arlington,  The  Community  for  Creative 
Nonviolence  in  D.C.  and  at  the  Lincoln 
Memorial.  Musical  selections  were  also 
presented  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknowns 
,  the  White  House,  Mount  Vernon  and 
the  National  Cathedral. 

The  group  was  divided  into  “Family 
Groups”  composed  of  both  youth  and 
adults.  This  allowed  everyone  to  get  to 
know  each  other  better.  Led  by  one 
adult  and  one  youth,  the  “Families” 
each  met  daily  for  devotional  time  and 
to  check  on  each  other. 

Prior  to  leaving  for  Washington,  the 
youth  worked  for  three  days  at  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  New 
Orleans  doing  painting  and  gardening. 
In  Washington  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  the 
combined  group  served  lunch  at  The 
Community  for  Creative  Nonviolence, 
one  of  the  largest  homeless  shelters  in 
the  nation.  Following  lunch,  the  group 
went  to  the  Mall  in  Washington  for 
more  time  in  the  Smithsonian 
Museums  and  to  watch  the  Fourth  of 
July  fireworks  display. 

The  trip  was  a  combined  effort  of  the 
Asbury  youth  ministries  led  by  Sherri 
Zehner  and  the  Asbury  music  depart¬ 
ment  led  by  Lee  Cooke.  Eighteen 
months  of  prayer  and  preparation  paid 
off,  making  Mission  2000  an  experience 
to  remember. 
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Lafayette  group  fights  hunger  at  Harvest  of  Hope 


Mellie  Cook,  above,  checks  corn  for  the  harvest.  Thomas  Eure, 
below  left,  brings  pototoes  to  be  shipped.  Below  right.  Cook, 
Jenny  Kiger  and  Brian  Cagel  load  potatoes  onto  a  truck. 


By  DAVID  HINKLE 
Lafayette  Daily  Advertiser 

The  United  States  may  be  experi¬ 
encing  a  robust  economy,  but  many 
Americans  still  go  hungry  each  day. 
This  lesson  was  learned  recently  by  a 
group  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette.  The  group  of 
eight  youngsters  and  three  adults 
traveled  in  July  to  a  Harvest  of  Hope 
camp  in  Eastern  Shore,  Va. 

During  their  weeklong  stay,  they 
joined  50  other  volunteers  to  go  into 
farm  fields  and  hand-pick  the  corn 
and  potatoes  left  behind  by  mechani¬ 
cal  pickers.  Hand  picking  these  crops 
is  called  gleaning.  If  the  harvest  had 
not  been  gleaned,  it  would  have  been 
plowed  under. 

In  all,  the  volunteers  picked  more 
than  65,000  pounds  of  leftover  crops. 
The  corn  and  potatoes  were  taken  to 
food  banks  in  Virginia  to  help  feed  the 
needy. 

One  day  during  the  camp,  the 
Lafayette  group  went  to  local  food 
banks  and  to  homeless  shelters  to  get 
a  first-hand  look  at  poverty  in 
America.  They  also  learned  who 
would  benefit  from  the  food  they  had 
picked. 

The  Lafayette  First  Methodist 
group  plans  to  start  a  Harvest  of  Hope 
Camp  in  Louisiana. 


Houma  church  re-creates  biblical-era  village  and  marketplace 


By  JOYCE  THIBODEAUX 

For  one  week,  July  10-14,  the 
grounds  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houma  were  transformed 
into  a  marketplace,  similar  to  one 
which  Jesus  may  have  visited  during 
his  lifetime.  Members  of  the  church 
joined  with  area  businesses  and  vol¬ 
unteers  to  provide  this  Bible  School 
experience  for  the  children  of  the 
community.  To  reach  children  out¬ 
side  the  church  community,  21  chil¬ 
dren  from  St.  Lucy’s  Day  Care  Center 
were  invited  to  participate  free  of 
charge. 

In  order  to  simulate  the  market¬ 
place  atmosphere,  17  tents  were 
erected  on  the  church  grounds.  The 
July  heat  was  reminiscent  of  the  cli¬ 
mate  in  which  Jesus  lived.  A  village 
well  provided  drinks  for  the  thirsty, 
and  this  proved  to  be  one  of  the  more 


popular  attractions  of  the  week. 

Each  morning,  the  children  gath¬ 
ered  in  the  church  sanctuary,  where 
they  were  divided  into  12  tribes.  Each 
tribe  had  its  designated  tent,  used  for 
a  tribal  home.  Adult  leaders  and  teen 
assistants  led  each  tribe  on  a  tour  of 
the  marketplace,  visiting  different 
booths  and  activities  each  day. 
Approximately  110  children  partici¬ 
pated. 

The  children  enjoyed  seeing  and 
participating  in  making  crafts  from 
Bible  times.  They  watched  a  potter 
making  clay  pots  on  a  wheel,  and 
then  made  small  pots  for  themselves. 
They  painted  small  “Treasure  Boxes” 
with  berry  juice.  The  teacher  told  the 
children,  “You  are  God’s  Treasure.” 

When  children  visited  the  bread 
maker,  each  made  a  small  piece  of 
bread  to  bake  in  the  oven.  Later  they 


learned  to  make  simple  musical 
instruments. 

Other  activities  included  brick¬ 
making,  carpentry,  stone-cutting,  a 
herbs  and  spices  booth,  jewelry  mak¬ 
ing,  making  seals,  synagogue,  candy¬ 
making,  singing,  dancing  and  recre¬ 
ational  play. 

Planning  and  organizing  the  mar¬ 
ketplace  were  Darla  Bergeron,  Linda 
Morris,  Paula  Adams,  Rev.  Tim  and 
Beverly  Lawson,  Bill  and  Ann 
Breeding,  Robin  Laird,  the  staff  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Children’s  Learning  Center,  and 
many  teen  and  adult  volunteers.  As 
Linda  Morris  said,  “We  figured  that  if 
we  could  touch  just  one  child  it 
would  be  worth  it,  but  the  rewards 
that  we  personally  received  were 
phenomenal.  It  was  a  wonderful 
experience.” 
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Fellowship  hall  plans 


The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  met  with  members  of  the  Athens  United 
Methodist  Church  to  discuss  plans  for  a  new  fellowship  hall.  Lynn  Penuel  says  the 
church  decided  a  little  over  a  year  ago  that  they  had  outgrown  the  existing  building, 
and  acting  on  faith  began  planning  the  new  structure.  Penuel  states  that  five  years 
ago,  the  average  church  attendance  was  25,  as  compared  to  an  attendance  of  75  to 
100  now.  “We’ve  simply  outgrown  the  building.  We  plan  to  convert  the  existing  hall 
into  Sunday  School  space.”  Penuel  says  what  is  so  exciting  about  the  effort  is  that 
Athens  church  has  been  very  actively  “giving”  to  various  missions.  “It  seems  as  if  the 
more  we  give,  the  more  God  blesses  us  financially.”  Athens  already  has  funding  for  at 
least  2/3rds  of  the  new  building,  which  will  have  a  large  communal  area,  kitchen  and 
restrooms. 

Pastor  Charles  Penuel,  Jerry  Spreigner,  Clay  and  Judy  Legendre  met  with  Church 
Extension  member  J.  R.  Johnson  and  District  Superintendent  Jimmie  Pyles. 


Mission  in  motion 


Ruston  District  is  proud  of  the  time  and  effort  contributed  by  everyone 
involved  in  purchasing  and  preparing  the  724  flood  buckets  delivered  to  the 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin  on  June  2.  Special  thanks  goes  to 
Brookshires  in  Homer,  which  packed  and  sold  480  of  the  buckets.  Others  par¬ 
ticipating  include  Davison  Trucking,  Murphy  Bros.  Trucking,  Roger  Alexander, 
Harmon  Wood  Co.  and  Thomas  Bourn. 


Douglas  UMC  Rode  Buffalo! 


The  Buffalo  River  that  is  ...  Thirty- two  members  of  Douglas 
United  Methodist  Church,  both  young  and  old,  spent  a  June 
weekend  on  the  Buffalo  River  hiking  and  riding  the  rapids. 

The  adventurers  were  a  little  apprehensive  because  the  river 
had  been  closed  the  previous  weekend  due  to  high  water.  The 
river  had  risen  more  than  20  feet.  It’s  just  amazing  how  beauti¬ 
ful  this  area  is,  and  you  can’t  help  but  know  that  God’s  hand 
was  involved  in  its  construction,  Pastor  Raymond  Crowfoot 


said.  “You  know,  when  referring  to  diligence,  the  saying  ‘a  gen¬ 
tle  stream  can  split  a  mountain  if  given  enough  time,’  is  very 
evident  when  traversing  the  cliffs  of  the  Buffalo”  he  said. 

Plans  for  a  second  trip  to  the  Buffalo  are  already  being 
made.  “We  learned  a  lot  on  our  first  trip,  and  will  improve  on 
it  next  year,”  the  pastor  said  In  fact,  there  are  plans  for  the 
whole  church  to  go  and  have  Sunday  morning  worship  servic¬ 
es  on  the  river. 


New  program 

Susan  Hinkley  has  started  a  new  chil¬ 
dren’s  program  at  Hodge  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor 

Carol  Stewart 
2013  Hwy.  794 
Gibsland,  LA  71028 
(318)  254-8200 
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Kind  actions  by  church  deserve  thanks,  not 


By  Susan  Langenhennig 
The  Times-Picayune 

At  first,  I  was  skeptical. 

When  I  heard  some  folks  from  the 
Algiers  United  Methodist  Church  were 
handing  out  popsicles  and  cans  of 
orange  juice  to  hot,  tired  passengers  on 
the  Algiers  ferry,  my  initial  impulse  was 
to  avoid  the  ferry.  I  don't  particularly 
enjoy  being  preached  to,  no  matter  how 
thirsty  I  am. 

But  after  speaking  Wednesday  to 
Ralene  Jennings,  the  church's  family 
ministries  coordinator,  I  was  a  little 
embarrassed  by  my  reaction. 

Sometimes,  a  can  of  orange  juice  is  just  a 
can  of  orange  juice,  with  no  ulterior 
motive  or  strings  attached.  The  folks 
weren't  there  to  recruit  new  members 
for  their  church.  They  weren't  there  to 


spread  their  religious  beliefs.  They  just 
thought  some  of  the  ferry  riders  might 
be  thirsty. 

Jennings  said  the  idea  came  from  a 
book  she  read  about  practicing  random 
acts  of  kindness.  The  concept  is  simple: 
Do  something  nice  for  someone  else  just 
for  the  sake  of  doing  it.  Expect  no 
response,  other  than  maybe  a  "thank 
you.” 

“People  are  so  used  to  churches  doing 
something  for  you  and  wanting  some¬ 
thing  in  return.  But  we're  supposed  to 
be  showing  the  world  the  love  of  Christ. 
We  shouldn't  always  be  wanting  some¬ 
thing  in  return,"  Jennings  said.  “A  lot  of 
people  are  caught  off  guard  at  first 
(when  they  receive  the  popsicle),  and 
some  want  to  pay  us  for  them.  This  is 


not  a  fund-raiser.  We’re  just  trying  to  be 
nice.” 

The  church  began  doing  random  acts 
of  kindness  earlier  this  year.  One  day, 
church  members  offered  to  pay  for  the 
washes  of  everyone  in  a  Laundromat  on 
Opelousas  Street.  Recently,  they  strolled 
through  Algiers  Point  handing  out  pop¬ 
sicles  to  roofers,  gardeners,  neighbor¬ 
hood  children  and  other  people  they 
passed. 

Later,  church  members  passed  out 
cans  of  orange  and  pineapple  juice  to 
riders  catching  the  ferry  in  the  morning. 

And  soon,  they  plan  to  clean  out  the 
storm  drains  on  city  streets,  just  in  case 
we  get  some  rain.  Throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer,  the  church  has  performed  one  ran¬ 
dom  act  of  kindness  a  week.  During  the 


skepticism 

school  year,  members  will  try  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  practice  as  often  as  possible, 
Jenings  said. 

"We're  not  a  big  church,  and  we  have 
so  many  members  who  work,  it's  hard," 
she  said.  "But  it's  something  we're  striv¬ 
ing  to  do." 

Jennings  said  she  hopes  the  people 
she  encounters  will  remember  the  kind¬ 
ness.  "If  three  months  from  now,  they 
remember  that  there  was  a  church  out 
there  that  did  something  nice  for  them, 
then  we've  succeeded,"  she  said. 

Hopefully,  the  church  members’  good 
works  will  rub  off  on  the  rest  of  us. 

Maybe  then  I  won't  be  so  skeptical  if 
someone  hands  me  a  can  of  orange 
juice. 

I'll  just  smile  and  say,  "thank  you." 


Worship  Settings  Workshop  Alexandria  District 

Hands-on  instruction  ■  4  -  ,  __ 

Led  by  Lettye  Strawbridge  &  Gladys  Ford  jfil  f  SePtember  3 0 

Are  you  tired  of  using  just  a  First  UMC 

floral  arrangement  for  your  altar?  L wP 

Lettye  and  Gladys  will  demonstrate  how  to  create  worship  set¬ 
tings  that  relate  to  specific  scripture  based  upon  lectionary 
readings  for  the  coming  year.  They  will  help  you  learn  how  to 
use  your  space  ond  altor  area  to  create  a  unique  setting  for 


2550  Monroe  Hwy. 
Pineville,  LA 
(318)  640-1050 


$  1 0  per  person 

worship  using  inexpensive  and  readily  available  items.  Registration  dealine:  Sept.  1 8 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  is  offering 
scholarships  for  participants'  registration  fee  ($50)  and  for  travel.  Please 
contact  Rev.  Danny  Gleason  [see  below.) 


\\  convoca/,* 
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the  people  GOD  has  called  to  serve  the  world! 


September  30,  2000 

10:30  a.m.  until  4:00  p.m. 


Youth  in  grades  7-12  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 
are  invited  to  come  to  The  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 
A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth. 
1-318-449-4500 


For  more  information,  please  contact:  General  Board  of  Higher  Education: 
Rev.  Joaquin  Garcia,  P.0.  Box  340007,  Nashville  TN  37203-0007. 

(615)  340-7374,(615)  340-7377-Fax.jgarcia@gbhem.org 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference:  Rev.  Danny  Gleason,  Chairperson  of 
Recruitment  &  Enlistment,  Moss  Bluff  UMC  735  Sam  Houston  Jones  Pkwy, 
Lake  Charles,  LA  7061 1 .  (337)  855-6241,  (337)  855-6249-Fax. 
bethdanny@usunwired.net 


Registration  Fee:  $  15.00  per  person 

(Cost  includes  lunch,  baseball  shin  YSF  donation  and  programming.) 

YSF  Shorts  will  be  available  for  purchase 

Come  prepared  for  Skits,  YSF  Monopoly,  Crafts,  Music, 
Mission  Opportunities,  Bible  Games  &  Bible  Study! 


W.  T.  Handy  Convocation  at  Dillard  University 

No v.  10-11, 2000  Strengthening  the 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  Black  Church 

Registration  Form  for  the  21st 

Century 


Address 

City  State  Zip  Code 

Home  Phone  Church  Name 

Please  include  your  registration  fee  of  $10  per  person,  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Mail  to:  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  P.0. 193,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727.  Call  (225)  664-7979  for  information. 


PRIM  ETIM  EES 

UMCOR  Sager-Brown 

Baldwin,  Louisiana 
October  29  -  November  4,  2000 

Come  and  enjoy  a  week  of  learning  about  the  Mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  at  Sager-Brown  through  hands-on  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  Disaster  Relief  Depot  and  life  -  then  and  now  -  on  Louisiana's 

“Cajun  Coast.” 

You  will  enjoy  true  Southern  Hospitality  with  a  fully  hosted  trip. 

You  will  experience  and  learn  about:  The  African-American  Culture  of  south- 
central  Louisiana  and  about  Sager-Brown's  role  in  it  since  1867; 

The  local  Cajun  Culture,  Cuisine  and  Entertainment; 

The  Native  Americans  of  South  Louisiana; 

And  Much,  MUCH  MORE! 

As  time  permits,  we  may: 

Visit  a  Sugar  Mill  to  see  how  cane  is  made  into  sugar; 

Visit  the  oldest  Rice  Mill  in  the  United  States; 

Tour  an  Elegant  Southern  Plantation  Home; 

Visit  the  Tabasco  Plant  and  adjacent  Jungle  Gardens  at  Avery  Island. 
$290  Per  Person  (Double  Occupancy)  Includes:  Meals,  Lodging, 
Insurance  and  Local  Transportation 
SO:  "Laissez  le  Bon  Temps  Rouler!" 

Come  with  us,  and  Let  the  Good  Times  Roll! 

Contact:  Program  Coordinator,  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  for  more 

details. 

337/923-6238  or  Write:  P.  O.  Box  850,  Baldwin,  LA  70514 
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16 

Conference  Center  Board 

La.  Conference  Center, 

17 

Special  Offering  for  Retired  Ministers'  Homes 

19 

Tri-District  Seminar  with  Percept  for  North  Shore, 
New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge  Districts 

SLU,  Hammond 

19-22 

Campus  Ministries  Fall  Review 

La.  Conference  Center 

23 

Tri-District  Percept  Training  for 

Acadiana,  Alexandria  &  Lake  Charles 

La.  Conference  Center 

24 

United  Methodist  Men’s  Day 

25-27 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Division 
of  Elders  Fall  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

30 

OCTOBER 

Fall  Convocation 

La.  Conference  Center 

1 

Special  Offering  for  World  Communion  Sunday 

1-4 

Women’s  Silent  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

5-8 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 
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IN  BRIEF 

Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  colleges  ranked  among  America’s  best 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Several  United  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities  have  been  included  in  the  annual  ranking  of  “America’s  Best 
Colleges”  by  U.S.  News  &  World  Report.  Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  and 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta  were  among  the  top  50  national  universities 
listed  by  the  magazine  for  2001.  Duke  ranked  No.  8  and  Emory  ranked  No.  18. 

The  top-ranked  national  liberal  arts  colleges  included  DePauw  University  in 
Greencasde,  Ind.,  39,  and  Willamette  University  in  Salem,  Ore.,  50. 

Poverty  remains  concern  for  United  Methodist  Women 

NEW  YORK  —  The  United  Methodist  Women’s  Action  Network  is  urging 
church  members  to  contact  their  congressional  representatives  during 
September  to  advocate  on  behalf  of  children.  “There  are  nearly  100  bills 
pending  in  Congress  that  have  children  as  a  focal  point,"  said  Susie 
lohnson,  executive  secretary  for  public  policy  with  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  network  highlights 
bills  of  major  importance  to  the  welfare  of  children. 

United  Methodist  Women  believes  that  systemic  changes  can  be  made  by  working 
with  grass-roots  organizations  to  create  a  supportive  environment  for 
children  in  communities,  doing  legislative  advocacy  on  behalf  of  women  and 
children,  and  educating  churches  about  poverty,  empowerment  and  what  can  be 
done.  Though  the  U.S.  economy  is  booming,  poverty  among  children  is  higher 
today  than  it  was  20  years  ago,  according  to  a  study  by  the  National  Center 
for  Children  in  Poverty.  A  New  York  Times  report  on  the  study  revealed  that 
more  than  13  million  U.S.  children  live  in  poverty,  an  increase  of  3  million 
since  1979. 

Emory  receives  $3.2  million  for  new  center  on  religion 

ATLANTA  —  United  Methodist-related  Emory  University  has  received  a 
five-year,  $3.2  million  grant  from  The  Pew  Charitable  Trusts  to  help 
establish  a  new  Center  for  the  Interdisciplinary  Study  of  Religion.  The  new 
center  will  be  housed  at  Emory  Law  School,  and  will  draw  the  university’s 
Law  and  Religion  Program  into  collaboration  with  a  variety  of  other 
initiatives  and  institutions  on  campus,  including  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  the  Graduate  Division  of  Religion  and  the  Department  of  Religion. 

John  Witte  Jr.,  director  of  the  Law  and  Religion  Program  and  Jonas 
Robitscher  Professor  of  Law,  will  head  the  center. 

“This  new  center  will  provide  an  extraordinary  opportunity  to  bring  to  Emory 
a  steady  diet  of  world-class  scholars  of  religion  and  to  bring  to  the  world 
a  steady  diet  of  premier  scholarship  on  religion,”  Witte  said.  During  the 
grant  period,  the  university  will  match  the  grant  with  $1.6  million  of 
fiscal  and  in-kind  contributions.  Upon  expiration  of  the  grant  in  2005,  tire 
center  will  be  supported  by  $10  million  in  permanent  endowment  funding. 


Kansas  church  takes  business-like  approach  to  growth 

LEAWOOD,  Kan.  —  The  fastest-growing  congregation  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  taking  an  unusual  approach  to  raising  money  for  its 
growth.  The  United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Resurrection  in  Leawood  is 
creating  a  commercial  company,  COR  Development  LLC,  and  plans  to  offer 
people  an  opportunity  to  invest  in  it.  The  goal  is  to  raise  $16  million  to 
finance  the  purchase  of  47  acres  around  the  church.  About  15  acres  would  be 
given  back  to  the  church,  and  the  remainder  would  be  developed  commercially 
as  office,  retail  and  parking  space. 

COR  Development  made  a  filing  with  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission  on 
July  18.  Church  officials  have  said  they  hope  the  offering  becomes  effective 
this  month.  Since  its  founding  10  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Adam  Hamilton,  who 
still  leads  the  church  as  senior  pastor,  the  congregation  has  grown  to  5,700 
adult  members.  Children  bring  the  total  up  to  around  8,000,  and  100  to  125 
new  members  join  each  month,  according  to  the  church’s  Rev.  David  Van 
Giesen. 

World  Methodist  Council  leaders  respond  to  Vatican  document 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  — World  Methodist  Council  leaders  have 
responded  favorably  to  a  recent  Vatican  statement  that  reaffirms  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  one  savior  of  the  world. 

At  the  same  time,  they  say  there  is  need  for  continued  dialogue  so  each  of 
the  two  bodies  will  “come  to  a  fuller  recognition  of  the  churchly  character 
of  the  other. ”WMC  representatives  have  been  involved  in  a  formal  dialogue  with 
Roman  Catholic  leaders  since  1967.  “The  World  Methodist  Council  welcomes  the 
reaffirmation  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  one  savior  of  the  world  made  by  the 
Vatican  in  the  recent  declaration  Dominus  Iesus,”  said  the  WMC  statement. 


WORLD  WATCH 


UMCOR  covers  food,  shelter,  social  needs 

KOSOVO  PRISTINA,  Yugoslavia  -  United  Methodists  have  poured 
untold  millions  into  rebuilding  Kosovo  —  its  agricultural  base,  its 
homes  devastated  by  war,  its  people.  For  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  staff,  much  of  the  work  can  be  summed  up  in 
two  words.  “It’s  all  social  development,”  said  Nick  Gummere,  grants 
coordinator  for  UMCOR  Kosovo. 

UMCOR  works  with  a  wide  variety  of  church  and  nongovernmental  agencies  to 
provide  social  development  projects  in  Kosovo,  which  is  rebuilding  following 
the  1999  war.  The  coordinated  efforts  have  brought  Kosovo’s  food  production  up  to 
60  percent  of  its  level  in  1989.  The  agency  has  helped  build  new  homes,  built  up 
livestock  supplies  and  other  agricultural  resources,  and  provided  a  plethora  of  social 
help  ministries  and  assistance. 

Camp  brings  youth  together  across  ethnic,  cultural  divides 


STRUGA,  Macedonia  —  When  the  world  gathers  together  peacefully,  it 
sings.  Youth  from  all  over  Eastern  Europe  and  the  United  States  were 
uniting  in  song  almost  hourly  during  a  recent  United  Methodist-sponsored 
camp.  Nearly  100  youth  and  their  leaders  gathered  Aug.  7-14  for  Summer  Camp 
2000,  held  at  Hotel  Besir  on  Lake  Ohrid  in  southeastern  Macedonia  near 
Struga.  The  participants  came  from  six  different  countries,  including 
Kosovo,  the  Serb  Republic  ofVojvodina,  Albania,  Germany,  Macedonia  and  the 
United  States.  In  some  cases,  the  young  people  represented  cultures  that 
until  recently  had  been  at  war  with  each  other. 


After  surgery  performed  by  visiting  Arkansas  surgeon  Bill  Scurlock,  a  patient  is  carried 
home  by  family  members  in  Gualcinse,  Honduras.  Scurlock  has  volunteered  his  medical 
services  in  the  remote  region  each  year  for  nearly  two  decades. 

Photo  copyright  Arkansas  Democrat-Gazette. 
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Racial  justice  pioneer,  Dorothy  Taylor,  dies 


Dorothy  Mae  Taylor,  a  pioneer  in 
racial  justice  ministries,  national  leader 
and  founder  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  died  Aug.  18. 

“Dorothy  Mae  was  an  able  jurisdic¬ 
tional  representative  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  known  throughout  the 
state  for  her  political  acumen  in  Orleans 
Parish,”  said  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent  Freddie  Henderson. 

Taylor  was  a  lifelong  advocate  for 
urban  ministries  and  a  member  of  the 
Governor’s  Cabinet  on  Health  and 
Human  Welfare.  Following  is  an  excerpt 
from  the  program  for  “A  Celebration  of 


Life  and  Thanksgiving”  in  memory  of 
Taylor. 

“Dorothy  accepted  Jesus  Christ  at  an 
early  age.  She  loved  Mount  Zion  Church 
and  rendered  service  in  numerous 
capacities  on  boards,  committees  and 
organizations.  Among  her  many  areas  of 
religious  service  were:  The  Council  on 
Ministries,  Administrative  Board, 

Church  Council,  United  Methodist 
Women,  Trustee  Board,  Ministerial 
Support,  Finance  Committee,  Pastor 
Parish  Relations  Committee,  and  ECHO 
Senior  Center.  She  also  served  on  many 
boards  and  committees  at  various  levels 


within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Her  work  in  Methodism  was  not  limited 
to  the  local  church.  She  was  the  organiz¬ 
er  of  the  Local  Unit  of  Black  Methodist 
for  Church  Renewal.  She  served  as  a  del¬ 
egate  to  the  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
She  served  on  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.  She  graciously 
served  wherever  needed.  She  was  a  devot¬ 
ed  Christian  woman.  Her  many  talents 
were  used  in  prison  reform,  civil  rights 
advocacy,  and  voter  registration. 

Because  of  her  devotion,  many  referred 
to  her  as  "Mother  Earth." 


Speakers  to  lead  Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in  Faith  Conference 


The  Families  in  Faith,  Families  in 
Crisis  Conference,  Oct.  23-24,  in 
Alexandria  is  open  to  all  parents,  pastors 
and  professionals  serving  families 
throughout  Louisiana. 

U.  S.  Senator  John  Breaux  (D-La.)  will 
speak  Tuesday,  Oct.  24,  during  lunch. 
Many  other  noted  speakers  will  make 
presentations  at  the  conference. 

Leonard  Sweet  is  E.  Stanley  Jones 
Professor  of  Evangelism  at  Drew 
University,  where  he  had  been  Vice 
President  of  Academic  Affairs  and  Dean 
of  the  Theological  School  for  five  years. 
Sweet  previously  served  for  1 1  years  as 
president  and  professor  of  church  histo¬ 
ry  at  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

He  is  the  author  of  more  than  100 
articles  ,400  published  sermons  and  18 
books, including  “SoulTsunami.” 

In  2000  three  more  books  will  appear: 
“Postmodern  Pilgrims:  15t  Century 
Passion  for  a  215t  Century  World,”  the 
first  religion  e-book,”  The  Dawn 


Mistaken  for  Dusk:  If  God  So  Loved  the 
World,  Why  Can't  We?”  and  “  The  Art  and 
Science  of  Soulcrafting.”  The  e-book  will 
come  out  in  print  form  in  early  2001. 

Elbert  Cole  has  47  years  of  ministry 
experience  in  military,  academic,  rural, 
idustrial  and  urban  settings.  He  founded 
the  Shepherd’s  Center  of  America  and 
has  served  as  executive  director  since 
1992. 

Bud  Lee,  assistant  district  attorney  in 
New  Iberia,  is  recipient  of  the  Iberia 
Parish  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Outstanding  Civic  Service  Award  and 
will  outline  an  exemplary  program  for 
troubled  youth. 

Sally  Roberts,  an  anchor  and  reporter 
for  WWL-TV  news  in  New  Orleans,  used 
her  celebrity  profile  to  develop  the  “Each 
One,  Save  One”  mentoring  program  for 
children.  She  is  the  author  of  “Going 
Live:  An  Anchorwoman  Reports  Good 
News.” 

Fred  Smith  Jr.  is  associate  director  of 
the  Interfaith  Health  Program  at  the 


Carter  Center  in  Atlanta. 

He  has  directed  a  number  of  national 
initiatives,  including  “Not  Even 
One-Kids  and  Guns”  and  the  Southern 
Leadership  Conferences’  “Stop  the 
Killing”  campaign. 

Stan  Copeland  has  been  the  Senior 
Pastor  of  Lovers  Lane  UMC  since  April  1, 
1998.  His  undergraduate  degree  is  from 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  He  is 
an  honor  graduate  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He 
received  his  doctorate  of  ministry  from 
United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  with  an  emphasis  on  spiritual 
leadership  in  a  post-modern  world. 

Copeland  has  written  two  evangelism 
booklets:  “The  Aldersgate  Club”  and 
“The  Calling  Waves.” 

Richard  Stalder  has  been  secretary  of 
the  La.  Department  of  Public  Safety  and 
Corrections  since  1992.  He  has  pio¬ 
neered  children’s  initiatives,  including 
“Character  Counts"  and  has  worked 
toward  a  partnership  between  state  and 


local  criminal  justice  systems. 

Alyson  McCain  is  a  child  pyschologist 
with  The  Psychology  Clinic  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  is  a  consultant  for  the  La. 
Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals. 

In  her  private  practice,  she  and  her 
colleagues  deal  with  a  range  of  prob¬ 
lems,  including  ADHD,  LD,  depression, 
anxiety,  conduct  problems  and  develop¬ 
mental  delays.  She  will  speak  on  the 
importance  of  nurturing  during  infancy. 

Michael  Duffy  of  the  Office  of 
Addictive  Disorders  will  discuss  the 
many  addictions  that  families  face, 
including  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
addictions,  teenage  gambling. 

Judith  Bray,  director  of  residential 
services  for  the  YWCA  in  Monroe,  is 
responsible  for  the  agency’s  community- 
based  residential  services,  including  the 
Mary  Gross  Center  for  Battered  Women 
and  their  Children,  Centerpoint  and 
Raise  the  Roof. 

She  received  her  Ph.D.  in  child  devel¬ 
opment  from  Iowa  State  University. 


Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in  Faith  Conference  -  Oct.  23-24 

Location:  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  LA 


This  conference  will  focus 
on  the  most  important  institu¬ 
tion  on  earth:  the  family.  In  a 
confused,  ever-changing 
world,  support  of  family  life 
becomes  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance.  Hear  and  share  ways  congrega¬ 
tions  can  be  more  proactive  and  effec¬ 
tive  as  carriers  of  this  wholeness. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Leonard  Sweet,  noted  author  and  United 
Methodist  preacher. 

Track  leaders  will  include  Dr.  Elbert 
Cole,  an  expert  in  elderly  research;  Sally 
Ann  Roberts,  anchor  at  Channel  4  News 
in  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Stanley  Copeland, 
renowned  preacher  and  author;  Dr.  Fred 


^poverty. 

The  Bishops  Initiative^ 


Smith,  an  expert  on  children 
and  firearms;  Richard  Stalder, 
secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Public  Safety 
and  Corrections;  and  Jake 
Hadley,  assistant  secretary, 
Louisiana  Office  for  Addictive  Disorders. 

Tracks  offered  will  cover  1)  Family 
Realities  Today,  2)  Spiritual  Poverty: 
The  Family’s  Ultimate  Challenge,  3) 
Beyond  a  Culture  ofViolence,  4) 
Addictive  Behaviors:  #1  Disorder 
Impacting  Family  Life. 

Sign  up  today  and  bring  enough  peo¬ 
ple  from  your  church  to  cover  all  the 
tracks.  Watch  future  issues  of  Louisiana 
NOW!  for  more  information. 


Families  in  Crisis  Conference 
rMd October  23-24  •  First  UMC  Alexandria,  La. 

SlKS  Pre-registration  is  encouraged 

Cost  of  $55  includes  choice  of  one  track,  four  meals,  and  a  bronze  cross  for  your  home 

Track  1  — Family  Realities  Today  _ 

Track  2 — Spiritual  Poverty  _ 

Track  3 — Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence  _ 

Track  4 — Addictive  Behavior  _ 


Please  priori¬ 
tize  interests 
by  ranking 
12,3,4 


Presented  by 
Louisiana 
Conference  UMC 
Children  In  Need 
Task  Force 


♦Task  Force  will  strive  to  accommodate  your  choice 
Please  direct  any  questions  to  Joanne  White  at  (318)  443-1349 
Make  checks  payable  to  La.  Annual  Conference 
Mail  check  and  completed  registration  to:  Eloise  Cox,  P.O.  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71 342 
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Discipleship  focus  of  Laity  Sunday  celebrations 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Laity  is  anticipating  that  all  local 
church  lay  leaders  will  observe  Laity 
Sunday  on  Oct.  15. 

Theme  for  this  year’s  celebration 
will  be  "Partners  in  Ministry:  Making 
Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  World.” 

The  board  stressed  that  the 
church’s  main  business  is  making  dis¬ 
ciples.  “Disciples  are  made  that  they 


in  turn  might  go  forth  to  serve  their 
neighbors,  and  to  witness  to  God’s 
redeeming  love,”  the  board  said. 

Pointing  to  world  turbulence,  the 
board  said  there  is  a  need  for  laity  and 
clergy  who  will  make  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  people  by  helping  them 
become  faithful  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Opportunities  for  effecting  disci¬ 


pleship  include  participation  in 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  where  pro¬ 
grams  are  designed  to  assist  people 
around  the  world. 

The  sharing  of  World  Service  Funds 
will  also  assist  in  aiding  those  around 
the  world  who  are  hungry,  living  in 
squalor,  inflicted  with  diseases 
brought  on  by  limited  health  services 
and  in  war-torn  areas. 


LSU  students  train 
for  prison  ministry 


BY  SHAWN  ANGUM 

LSU  UNITED  METHODIST  CAMPUS  MINISTER 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  pioneer? 

Did  those  who  crossed  the  plains  and  moved  into 
Oregon  know  the  reality  of  the  mountain  ranges  that 
were  unavoidable?  Probably  not. 

Well  15  of  us  from  United  Methodist 
Campus  Ministry  at  Louisiana  State 
University  feel  like  pioneers.  I  do  not 
know  if  any  of  us  has  negotiated  a  moun¬ 
tain  pass,  but  we  have  taken  the  first  steps 
into  uncharted  territory.  We  have  never 
been  in  a  correctional  institute.  We  have 
never  negotiated  such  a  bureaucracy.  We  have  never 
worked  with  incarcerated  youth.  And  we  have  never 
tutored  anyone  for  the  GED.  But  we  have  committed 
ourselves  to  all  of  the  above.  In  addition,  when  we 
approached  Jetson  Correctional  Institute  for  Juveniles 
about  providing  such  a  service,  we  found  out  that 
Jetson  had  not  had  such  an  offer  before. 

Now,  this  is  what  we  do  know.  Most  of  those  juve¬ 
niles  will  never  go  to  LSU.  The  state  average  for  pass¬ 
ing  the  GED  is  80  percent  but  Jetson’s  is  about  50  per¬ 
cent,  which  is  low  enough  to  threaten  their  right  to 

See  JETSON,  page  3 


Anglim 


Members  of  the  LSU  campus  ministry  pass  through  the  barbed- 
wire  gates  of  Jetson  Correctional  Institute  for  Juveniles. 


World  Communion  Sunday  funds  Crusade  scholars 
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This  “Your  Church  Dollars  at  Work” 
story  comes  from  the  Division  of 
Program  and  Benevolence  Interpre¬ 
tation.  It  helps  tell  United  Methodists 
about  the  opportunity  to  give  on 
World  Communion  Sunday. 

World  Communion  Sunday,  ob¬ 
served  Oct.  1,  is  one  of  six  churchwide 
Special  Sundays  with  offerings. 
United  Methodist  gifts  on  World 
Communion  Sunday  are  divided  as 
follows: 

50  percent  for  Crusade  Scholar¬ 
ships; 

35  percent  for  Ethnic  Scholarships; 

15  percent  for  the  Ethnic  In-Service 
Training  Program. 


All  three  programs  nurture  current 
and  future  leaders,  ensuring  Christ- 
centered  ministries  for  years  to  come. 
Recently,  Ernestine  L.  Mumford,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary,  Crusade  Scholarships 
and  Leadership  Development  Grants 
for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  received  a  note  of  appreci¬ 
ation  from  Crusade  Scholar 
Emmanuel  K.  Asare-Kusi,  a  student  at 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary,  Pasa¬ 
dena,  Calif.  Portions  of  his  letter  are 
reprinted  below: 

Your  Dollars  at  Work 

“We  received  the  check  for  my  last 
quarter  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary.  I  take  this  opportunity  to 


express  my  heartfelt  appreciation  for 
this  immense  assistance  that  made  it 
possible  for  me  to  study  in  this  great 
seminary.  I  can,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
say  I  am  well-prepared  to  return  to 
serve  my  church  in  Ghana.  I  hope  to 
serve  in  the  missionary  area  of  north¬ 
ern  Ghana  in  cross-cultural  church 
planting  and  training  of  God’s  people 
for  the  holistic  task  of  the  church  in 
Ghana  and  beyond. 

“I  hope  you  will  pray  for  me  in  the 
crucial  months  ahead.  My  wife 
received  her  visa  to  attend  my  gradua¬ 
tion  and  to  be  exposed  to  the  mission¬ 
ary  task  ahead  of  us.  Thank  you.  May 
God  richly  bless  you.” 


2 


Louisiana  Conference NtJfftl 


September  29, 2000 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 

The  Unfolding  Assurance 


Doctor  to  discuss  impact  of  spirituality 
on  health  at  conference  in  Shreveport 


We’re  on  the  other  end  now  of  the 
trek  from  New  Mexico  to  Louisiana. 
The  move  went  well,  we’re  settled 
(well,  almost!)  in  the  beautiful  epsi- 
copal  residence,  and  I’ve  moved  into 
my  office.  Signs  of  “Not  Yet 
Finished”  could  be  posted  in  most 
every  room.  Boxes  have  yet  to  be 
unpacked,  stacks  of  papers  and  mail 
still  wait  to  be  addressed.  The  desk 
is  not  yet  organized.  The  calendar  is 
a  moment-by-moment  work  in 
progress.  The  journey  continues  to 
unfold. 

I’ve  had  my  first  cabinet  meet¬ 
ings  and  I’ve  begun  to  meet  with 
various  boards  and  agencies.  Each 
meeting  further  confirms  that  God 
has  been  gracious  and  generous  in 
placing  us  in  this  great  Conference. 
We  become  more  convinced  daily 
that  this  assignment  is  truly  God- 
given. 

Yesterday,  September  20, 1  was 
truly  energized  by  the  vital  planning 
meeting  of  the  Worship  Committee 
for  Annual  Conference.  As  we  began 
to  discuss  needs  of  Louisiana  and 
how  we  would  address  those  next 
June  through  worship  experiences  at 
Conference,  the  creativity  of  the 
committee  began  to  unfold.  We  are 
off  to  a  great  start  toward  a  mean¬ 
ing-filled  Conference  session  that 
will  enliven  and  enlighten  all  of  us  as 
we  move  along  the  pathway  of  our 
lives.  This  meeting  is  representative 
of  the  unfolding  assurance  that  God 
is  mightily  at  work  and  doing  inno¬ 
vative  and  creative  things  in 
Louisiana. 

The  Service  of  Covenant  that  is 
scheduled  for  October  14  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  should  be  a  day  of  celebra¬ 
tion  of  all  that  has  been,  as  well  as  a 
day  that  opens  a  window  to  the 
future.  I  will  be  speaking  on  the 
phrase,  “We  are  the  ones  we’ve  been 
waiting  for.”  It’s  an  intriguing 
thought  to  me  that  we  can’t  realisti¬ 
cally  look  beyond  ourselves  for  that 


Newly  elected  Bishop  Rhymes 
Moncure  Jr.  will  be  featured  preacher 
and  Bible  study  leader  for  Mount 
Sequoyah’s  “Best  Is  Yet  to  Be”  program, 
Program  Director  Heather  Withrow 
announced. 

The  Oct.  9-12  event  will  include 
thought-provoking  speeches,  interactive 
workshops,  innovative  Bible  studies  and 
inspiring  times  of  worship. 

Based  on  a  philosophy  of  positive 
aging  and  including  elements  of  spiritu¬ 
ality,  education,  leisure  and  fellowship, 
“Best  Is  Yet  to  Be”  will  include  work- 


“new  day” 
we  all  seek! 
Indeed,  all 
we  have  for 
now  is  who 
we  are  and 
the  hope 
for  who  we 
might 
become. 

All  the 
hopes  and 
dreams  of 
those  who 
have  gone 
before  us 
are  now  manifested  in  who  we  are 
today,  at  this  moment,  and  that  is  a 
sobering  thought!  I  look  forward  to 
worshiping  with  you  October  14  as 
we  covenant  together  to  walk  into 
tomorrow  hand  in  hand  as  servants 
of  God,  becoming  daily  the  “ones 
we’ve  been  waiting  for.” 

Just  a  note  on  a  couple  of  other 
upcoming  Conferencewide  events.  I 
hope  you  have  made  reservations 
and  are  planning  to  attend  the 
“Families  in  Faith,  Families  in  Crisis” 
Conference  scheduled  for  October 
23-24  in  Alexandria.  This  promises 
to  be  a  significant  opportunity  for  us 
to  hear  outstanding  leaders  chal¬ 
lenge  and  enable  us  to  do  ministry 
with  families  throughout  Louisiana. 
This  is  part  of  the  Bishops’  Initiative 
on  Children  and  Poverty. 

The  second  upcoming 
Conferencewide  event  I  would 
encourage  you  to  attend  is  the 
W.T.Handy  Convocation  at  Dillard 
University,  November  10-11.  I  plan 
to  be  present  on  that  Saturday  and 
hope  to  see  many  of  you  there. 

There’s  so  much  happening 
among  us  that  it  makes  the  journey 
quite  exhilarating!  I’m  glad  I’m  on  it 
with  you. 


Joining  Bishop  Moncure  leading  pro¬ 
grams  will  be  the  Rev.  Gary  Bagley  of  La 
Marque,  Texas,  as  program  dean,  and 
Don  Gardner  of  Clarksburg,  W.Va.,  as 
music  director. 

Tuition  includes  program  materials, 
eight  meals  and  three  nights  lodging.  For 
more  information, contact  Mount 
Sequoyah  at  www.mountsequoyah.org. 

CORRECTION 

Photo  credits  for  “Lafayette  group 
fights  hunger  at  Harvest  of  Hope”  in 
the  Sept.  15  issue  are  Denice 
Broussard,  Eric  Fare  and  Kellie  Fell. 

We  regret  the  omission. 


Dr.  Harold  G.  Koenig,  director  and 
founder  of  the  Center  for  the  Study  of 
Religion/ Spirituality  and  Health  at  Duke 
University  Medical  Center,  will  be  in 
Shreveport  Oct.  12-13  to  present  current 
findings  about  the  impact  of  religious 
faith  on  mental  and  physical  health. 

He  is  one  of  the  nation’s  leading 
authorities  on  geriatric  psychiatry  and 
has  published  extensively  in  the  fields  of 
mental  health,  geriatrics  and  religion. 

In  addition  to  addressing  CHRISTUS 
Schumpert  Health  System  personnel 
and  LSU  Health  Science  Center  physi¬ 
cians  and  residents,  Koenig  will  lead 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
(VIM)  is  gearing  up  for  2001  with  many 
opportunities  here  in  the  Conference 
and  around  the  world  where  United 
Methodists  and  other  person’s  of  faith 
can  “make  a  Christian  difference.” 

The  full  roster  of  medical,  construc¬ 
tion  and  VBS  teams  being  scheduled  will 
be  available  in  November  but  a  few  of 
these  exciting  mission  destinations  are 
already  receiving  registrations. 

April  21 -May  6,  2001,  volunteers  will 
travel  to  Israel,  the  West  Bank, 
Bethlehem,  with  a  construction  and 
repair  team  which  will  work  at  House  of 
Hope  for  the  Blind  and  Mentally 
Handicapped. 

The  school,  long  a  United  Methodist 
Advance  Special,  is  expanding  its  facili¬ 
ties  and  the  Louisiana  team  will  help  in 
construction  of  a  new  addition,  paint 
and  repair  the  existing  facility  and  work 
with  the  residents  in  creative  and  social 
programs. 

The  school  is  located  on  one  of  the 
main  streets  of  the  city  of  Jesus’  birth 
and  time  will  be  taken  to  see  the  sites  of 
Bethlehem  and  Jerusalem  important  to 
the  Christian  faith.  The  April  team  will 
be  led  by  Larry  D.  Norman,  Director  of 
Louisiana  VIM. 

Dr.  Ramonalynn  Bethley  will  lead  a 


professionals  in  a  continuing  education 
workshop  on  Oct.  12.  The  public  is  invit¬ 
ed  to  hear  him  address  “Religion  and 
Science:  The  New  Frontier”  at  Centenary 
College  on  Oct.  12  from  9:30  -10:45  a.m. 

Thursday  evening  a  Community 
Dinner  at  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  begins  at  6:30  p.m. 
Reservations  are  required  and  seating  is 
limited. 

On  Friday  the  public  is  invited  to  hear 
his  presentation  “Religion,  Health  & 
Aging”  at  The  Glen.  For  registration  and 
further  information  contact  the 
Samaritan  Center  at  318-221-6121. 


second  Israel  work  team  Aug.  18-  Sept.  2, 
2001.  Bethley ’s  team  will  labor  near  Beit 
Jala  on  the  West  Bank  at  Hope 
Secondary  School,  also  an  Advance 
Special  ministry. 

Hope  School  has  recently  celebrated 
its  30th  anniversary  of  classes,  which  are 
composed  of  Israeli  Jews,  Palestinian 
Christians  and  Moslem  children  receiv¬ 
ing  their  education  together  in  peace. 
The  team  will  make  building  repairs  and 
work  in  a  dairy  farm,  which  provides 
training  for  the  children  and  income  for 
the  school.  The  team  will  also  stay  in 
Bethlehem. 

Both  teams  will  also  spend  part  of 
their  time  away  touring  those  sites  that 
are  important  to  the  Christian  faith. 
Jerusalem,  Nazareth,  Capernaum, 
Masada,  Jericho  and  a  boat  crossing  of 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  are  included.  An 
accomplished  Palestinian  Christian 
guide  will  accompany  the  tour  portion 
of  the  mission. 

The  cost  of  the  missions  is  approxi¬ 
mately  $2,000  per  person.  A  deposit  of 
$200  is  required  no  later  than  February  1 
for  the  April  team  and  no  later  than  July 
1  for  the  August  team.  Team  brochures 
can  be  had  by  calling  the  VIM  offices  at 
888-239-5286  or  by  contacting  Norman 
at  E-mail  address  LduckN@aol.com. 


shops  on  financial  planning,  surfing  the 
Web,  watercolor  painting,  folk  dancing, 
gardening  and  much  more. 


Mount  Sequoyah  offers  'Best  Is  Yet  to  Be' 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 


Photo  by  Larry  Norman 


Members  of  the  2000  Israel  LAVIM  team  visit  the  garden  tomb  of  Jesus  while  in  the  Holy 
Land.  The  2001  teams  will  work  at  Hope  School  for  the  Blind  and  Mentally  Handicapped 
and  Hope  Secondary  School. 

VIM  plans  2001  Holy  Land  mission 
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JetSOIl  continued  from  page  1 


administer  the  exam. 

When  we  approached  Chaplain 
Patricia  Smith  and  Chaplain  Ralph 
Steele  of  Jetson  about  providing  such 
a  service,  they  gave  a  resounding  yes. 
Chaplain  Steele  said  to  me,  “If  a  kid 
in  here  can  pass  the  GED,  its  like  a 
whole  new  world  of  possibilities  has 
opened  up  to  them.” 

We  also  know  that  the  prophetic 
actions  and  voices  of  our  Christian 
heritage  addressed  immediate  needs. 
Amos  did  not  do  a  five-year  study 
before  he  acted.  Amos,  like  the  other 
prophets,  and  like  John  Wesley, 
jumped  into  the  murky  waters  of 
people’s  complicated  lives  and  lent 
the  best  hand  that  he  could,  with  or 
without  the  Water  Safety  Instructor’s 
license.  In  essence,  we  have  no  idea 
of  what  we  are  doing.  That  statement 
is  especially  true  for  the  one  who  is 
supposedly  in  charge  of  all  this,  the 
campus  minister  at  LSU.  However, 
we  know  one  other  thing.  When  John 
Wesley  was  in  college  his  first  min¬ 
istry  was  to  prisoners.  I  know  Wesley 
had  no  idea  of  what  he  was  doing 
either.  He  simply  did  it. 

The  one  advantage  we  have  over 
Wesley’s  initial  endeavor  is  that 
Wesley  first  acted  out  of  guilt.  His 
brother  Charles  and  the  other  origi¬ 
nal  “Methodist"  challenged  him  to 
join  them  in  their  ministry  to  those 
behind  bars.  We  simply  asked  who  is 
willing  to  begin  a  long  journey  across 
unchartered  waters  with  a  very 
uncertain  outcome. 

Marion  Watts,  Jay  Bethard,  Ben 
Bethard,  Henry  Bethard,  Mary  Rachel 
Moore,  Ole  Olson,  Sam  Huisman, 
Brian  Harmon,  Oran  Ritter,  Meredith 
Mason,  Anne  Daniell,  Sara  McCall, 
Bridget  Bordiuk,  Jon  Fischer  were  all 


“Remember,  many  of 
these  youth  have  had 
no  consistent  love 
from  an  adult  figure  in 
their  entire  lives.” 

-Jetson  Chaplain  Ralph  Steele 


willing  and  quite  able.  All  of  them 
have  gone  through  phase  one,  the 
criminal  record  check,  and  phase 
two,  Jetson’s  one  and  only  training 
session  for  volunteers  of  any  type. 

By  chance  and  grace,  LSU  had  an 
away  game  Sept.  16,  the  only  training 
day.  Chaplain  Smith  told  us  that  one 
must  attend  the  training  session  to 
enter  the  facility.  I  had  been  to  Jetson 
twice  to  meet  with  both  chaplains. 
Both  meetings  took  place  in  the  park¬ 
ing  lot  waiting  room  because  I  had 
not  gone  through  the  training 
process. 

Saturday  morning  at  7:10  a.m. 

(7:10  sounds  so  much  better  than  7 
a.m.)  15  of  us  piled  into  a  15-passen- 
ger  van  and  drove  off  to  Jetson.  There 
were  several  religious  groups  present 
at  the  training  session.  Most  would 
be  offering  Bible  studies  and  chapel 
services;  two  functions  we  have  been 
asked  to  provide  in  addition  to  the 
tutoring.  First  the  training  officer 
showed  a  video  and  gave  an  extended 
message  about  not  trusting  these 
youth;  everything  imaginable  can  be 
used  as  a  weapon;  do  not  give  these 
youth  anything;  and  do  not  touch 


them.  “Do  not  even  shake  hands." 

How  do  you  minister  to  someone 
with  whom  you  are  not  to  shake 
hands?  How  does  someone  continue 
to  grow  as  a  person  if  there  is  that 
constant  mistrust?  I  have  no  answer. 

A  few  hours  into  the  training, 
Chaplain  Steele,  the  chaplain  for  the 
425  boys  (there  are  175  girls)  at 
Jetson,  reminded  us  of  why  we  were 
there.  Yes,  these  youth  are  manipula¬ 
tive  and  worse  at  times,  he  said.  "But 
remember,  many  of  these  youth  have 
had  no  consistent  love  from  an  adult 
figure  in  their  entire  lives.  You  are  not 
going  to  change  that  reality.  But  you 
can  interject  a  type  of  relationship 
that  they  have  not  had. 

You  can  respect  them  by  the  way 
that  you  treat  them.  You  can  love 
them,  if  you  treat  them  with  dignity. 
Many  of  them  have  no  sense  of  their 
own  dignity.” 

Meredith  Mason,  an  LSU  fresh- 
person  from  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles, 
said  to  me,  “It  is  difficult  for  me  to 
comprehend  that  someone  has  not 
had  a  consistent  and  loving  adult  fig¬ 
ure  in  their  life.  That  does  not  at  all 
match  with  my  background.” 
Nonetheless,  with  a  few  jitters 
Meredith  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  are 
ready  for  phase  three. 

In  a  few  short  weeks,  the  director 
of  adult  education  in  East  Baton 
Rouge  Parish,  Dr.  George  Varino,  has 
agreed  to  give  us  a  crash  course  on 
tutoring  for  the  GED. 

After  that  training  has  been  com¬ 
pleted,  we  will  enter  Jetson,  sit  down 
with  a  young  woman  or  young  man, 
one  to  one,  and  do  as  Wesley  did,  the 
best  that  we  can  with  all  the  compas¬ 
sion  that  we  have. 


Bishop's  installation 
slated  for  Oct.  1 4 

United  Methodists  from  across 
the  state  will  officially  welcome 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  to  the 
state  in  a  Service  of  Covenant  at  1 1 
a.m.  Saturday,  Oct.  14,  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

It  will  be  a  time  to  celebrate  and 
install  Bishop  Hutchinson  as  the  resi¬ 
dent  and  presiding  bishop  for  the 
Louisiana  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Fred  Loy,  chair  of  the  Episcopacy 
Committee  for  the  Louisiana  area, 
hopes  that  all  United  Methodists  will 
want  to  attend. 

In  the  tradition  of  Louisiana’s 
Convocation  of  Boards,  most  of  the 
Annual  Conference  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  will  meet  Oct.  13  and  14  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  will  be  present  for  the 
Covenant  Service. 

Housing  for  the  covenant  week¬ 
end  is  available  at  group  rates  at 
Richmond  Suites  or  Comfort  Suites. 
Preferred  rates  are  based  on  avail¬ 
ability. 

UM  leaders:  Support 
African  AIDS  crisis 

Among  critical  issues,  Congress  is 
scheduled  to  make  a  final  decision  in 
early  October  on  assistance  to  Afnca, 
including  funding  levels  for  HIV/ AIDS 
programs  and  U.N.  peacekeeping  oper¬ 
ations. 

HIV/ AIDS  is  a  pandemic  in  Africa. 
Although  sub-Saharan  Africa  has  only 
10  percent  of  the  world’s  population,  it 
is  home  to  more  than  24,500,000  - 
roughly  70  percent  —  of  the  world  s 
HIV/ AIDS  cases,  according  to  United 
Nations  AIDS  data.  Worldwide,  there 
have  already  been  an  estimated 
18,800,000  deaths  attributed  to 
HIV/AIDS,  of  winch  more  than  80  per¬ 
cent  occurred  in  sub-Saharan  Afnca. 

More  than  12,100,000  children  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa  have  lost  at  least  one 
parent  to  AIDS  and  are  thus  considered 
AIDS  orphans. 

At  the  current  infection  and  growth 
rates  for  HIV/AIDS,  the  U.S.  National 
Intelligence  Council  estimates  that  the 
number  of  AIDS  orphans  worldwide  will 
increase  dramatically. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  issues: 

“We  further  call  on  the  General 
Conference  to  use  its  best  endeavors  to 
appeal  to  the  president  and  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America. .  .to  ensure 
that  hostilities  in  Sierra  Leone... be  halt¬ 
ed.” 

“...the  U.N.  should  impose 
an... embargo  (that  covers)  the  purchase 
of  diamonds  and  natural  resources  loot¬ 
ed  from  the  Congo.” 

“We  call  upon  United  Methodists  to 
encourage  their  governments  to 
strengthen  the  U.N.  by  fulfilling  all 
treaty  and  financial  obligations,  so  that 
it  may  more  effectively  relieve  the  suf¬ 
fering  of  millions  through  better  health, 
protect  our  planet’s  environment,  pro¬ 
mote  human  rights,  and  bring  about 
genuine  and  lasting  peace  in  the  world." 


the  United  Methodist  campus  ministry  based  at  University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Student  relates 
China  ministry 

Brian  Bradford,  who  attends  Ball 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  his 
dad,  the  Rev.  C.V.  Bradford,  is  pastor, 
participated  in  the  Kingdom  Building 
Ministries  program  this  past  summer. 

He  tells  of  his  experiences  in  this  arti¬ 
cle  he  calls  Denver ,  China  and  the 
Dakotas.  ” 

*** 

How  was  my  summer  at  Kingdom 
Building  Ministries?  Having  completed 
their  three-month  intensive  training  and 
ministry  time  called  “The  Laborer’s 
Institute,”  I  can  say  the  summer  was 
“life-changing.” 

The  first  month  of  TLI  began  in 
Denver  on  May  1 1  with  class  sessions 
from  9-5  p.m.  every  weekday.  It  was  here 
where  speakers  from  all  over  the  nation 
challenged  me,  along  with  30  other  col¬ 
legians,  to  grow  more  intimate  with 
Him. 

Because  of  the  vast  amount  of  infor¬ 
mation  we  received,  some  described  this 
month  as  “trying  to  get  a  drink  from  a 
fire  hydrant!” 

The  second  month  of  TLI  was  spent 
in  Northern  China.  It  was  here,  in  a  city 
of  2  million  people,  where  I  learned  first¬ 
hand  about  the  power  of  prayer. 

Because  China  is  still  a  Communist 
nation,  open  discussion  or  mention  of 
Christianity  or  God  was  forbidden.  Thus, 
we  had  to  pray  if  we  were  to  see  God 
move,  which  He  did  in  a  mighty  way.  We 
were  able  to  share  the  Gospel  with  over 
100  people,  while  four  others  came  to 
know  Him  personally!  Even  in  a  nation 
where  Buddhism  reigns  and 
Communism  is  god,  it  is  encouraging  to 
know  that  God  still  saves. 


Brian  Bradford  (right)  with  Jeremy  Tme. 


Finally,  after  arriving  back  in  the 
states,  my  team  and  I  were  counselors  at 
youth  camps  in  South  Dakota. 

This  month  was  stretching,  as  we 
were  in  charge  of  10  kids  each  week 
from  8  a.m.  until  midnight.  Yet,  after  this 
last  month  was  finished,  I  had  grown 
even  more  spiritually.  God  once  again 
answered  my  prayers  and  drastically 
changed  the  lives  of  my  campers,  and 
even  me. 

In  conclusion,  this  summer  ultimate¬ 
ly  taught  me  about  “the  power  of 
prayer.”  As  Dwight  Robertson,  president 
ofKBM,  frequendy  says,  “When  man 
works,  man  works.  When  man  prays, 
God  works.”  These  words  and  this  sum¬ 
mer  I  will  never  forget. 

*** 

Brian  Bradford  is  attending  Asbury 
Seminary  this  fall. 


NSU  Wesley  Foundation  "rumbles'  into  school  year 


The  Wesley  Westminster  Foundation 
is  on  the  move  at  Northwestern  State 
University,  says  campus  minister  Ellis 
Newman.  The  WWF  had  its  first  Rumble 
Aug.  20.  More  than  five  area  churches 
participated  in  this  publicity  and  greet¬ 
ing  campaign  to  let  students  know  about 
the  WWF  and  area  church  services. 


The  best  in  Christian  music  was 
broadcast  as  more  than  600  shared  a 
meal.  Volleyball,  horseshoes  and  flag 
football  were  available  for  enjoyment, 
along  with  sign-up  sheets  for  intramu¬ 
rals,  prayer  groups,  small  groups  and 
tutoring  to  help  students  with  those  dif¬ 
ficult  college  classes. 


Pastor  sends  greetings  from  UK 

Excerpts  from  letter  received  by  Elouise  Gaddis,  member  of  Trinity  UMC, 
Alexandria,  from  the  Rev.  Randy  Nichols,  who  served  the  church  from  1 980- 

83  and  more  recently  was  United  Methodist  campus  minister  at  LSU. 

10  Grange  Avenue 

Levenshulme 

Manchester  M192  GD 

England 

randall@rnichols.fsnet.co.uk 

Ash  Wednesday  2000 

Hello  Luv  (that’s  a  Manchester  greeting), 

Well,  this  was  supposed  to  be  a  we’re-moved-and-settled  letter.  Then  it  was  to 
be  my  Christmas  letter.  Now,  it  is  my  penance-because-I-feel-so-guilty  letter. 
(Please  note  the  date.)  At  any  rate,  dear  friends,  at  long  last  a  Nichols-Veldman 
update. 

British  Methodism  is  quite  a  different  system:  no  bishops,  a  circuit  system 
that  uses  lay  workers  (for  pastoral  duties)  and  local  preachers  (to  take  some  of 
the  preaching)  in  addition  to  the  pastors.  There  are  many  positives  and  a  few 
negatives.  Mainly  it  is  much  more  collegial  (the  staff  is  four  ministers  and  three 
layworkers  to  cover  nine  churches.)  The  down  side  is  that  preaching  once  on 
Sunday  morning  means  that  I  go  to  the  churches  I  pastor  once  a  month.  The 
church  members  have  been  wonderfully  welcoming.  I  think  they  find  having  an 
American  for  a  minister  somewhat  exotic.  We  had  an  excellent  Mardi  Gras  cele¬ 
bration  in  one  of  the  churches.  There  was  gumbo,  king  cake,  some  Louisiana 
music,  beads,  and  shoebox  floats.  They  liked  it!  Well,  a  few  of  them  wouldn’t  try 
gumbo,  but  they  really  got  into  the  whole  float  thing.  The  Krewe  of 
Levenshulme’s  theme  was  “England  goes  to  Mardi  Gras."  I  suggested  having 
Henry  VIII  on  a  float  with  wives  and  a  guillotine  saying  “Let  the  heads  and  good 
times  roll.” 

Manchester  itself  is  an  exciting  city;  there  is  more  to  see  and  do  than  I  have 
time  or  money  for.  It  has  90,000  university  students  -  the  largest  concentration 
in  Europe.  Of  course,  very  few  of  them  -  or  anyone  else,  for  that  matter  -  go  to 
church.  A  recent  survey  revealed  that  7Vz  percent  of  Britons  go  to  church  on 
Sunday. 

The  other  nice  thing  is  that  we  are  within  20  minutes  of  a  dozen  or  so  country 
homes  (National  Trust  properties)  that  include  grounds  for  hiking/country 
walks.  The  boys  are  getting  into  this  walking.  We  are  trying  to  get  them  in  shape 
to  do  the  Scottish  Highlands  before  we  leave.  Graham  (age  4  Vz)  can  hike  several 
miles  now,  and  when  we  arrived  he  wouldn’t  walk  to  school  (.6  mile)  without 
complaining.  We  have  had  a  delightfully  mild  winter  here.  Days  have  been  in  the 
40s  and  50s  F,  so  we  have  been  able  to  go  on  walks  at  the  weekend.  The  mild 
winter  has  also  meant  that  we  have  neither  been  freezing  in  the  house  or  broken 
the  bank  paying  for  heating! 

Meredith  is  furiously  writing  chapters  (for  a  new  Western  Civilization  text¬ 
book)  and  moaning  about  not  getting  enough  done. 

So,  that  is  the  news  from  Manchester  -  at  long  last.  Hope  you  are  well  and 
happy.  We  think  of  our  American  friends  often  and  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
again  -  in  2002! 

Signed:  Love,  Randy 


A  Great  Night  of  Methodist 

BY  STAN  PEARSON 

United  Methodists  from  throughout  the  Alexandria 
District  met  on  May  4,  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria  to  worship  and  praise  God 
through  singing  favorite  hynms  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  special  event  was  named,  “A  Great  Night  of 
Methodist  Singing”  and  was  organized  by  the 
Alexandria  District  Board  of  Laity. 

Jo  Ann  White,  district  lay  leader,  opened  the  service 
by  thanking,  everyone  for  coming  and  noted  that  “this 
special  night  of  singing  was  a  unique  opportunity  for 
United  Methodists  to  come  together  for  praise  and 
worship  as  a  community  of  faith.” 

Alexandria  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Bill 
Youngblood  gave  the  opening  prayer. 

Rev.  Roy  James  of  FUMC  in  Alexandria  and  Rev. 
Doug  Cain  of  FIJMC  in  Natchitoches  gave  a  brief  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  rich  musical  heritage  the  United  Methodist 
Church  shares. 

Members  from  United  Methodist  choirs  from 
throughout  the  Alexandria  District  made  up  the  choir, 


Singing  at  FUMC,  Alexandria 

and  they  were  directed  by  Curt  Hamlett,  choir  director 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville. 

Hamlett  not  only  led  the  singing,  he  also  gave  the 
history  of  many  of  the  famous  hymns  that  were  sung. 

Special  entertainment  was  provided  by  “The 
Irreverent  Singers.”  This  was  a  group  of  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  who  sang  special  selections  of  music.  The  group 
included  Revs.  Ernest  Scott,  Roy  James,  Don  Ross,  Ed 
Dilworth,  Doug  Cain,  John  Johns,  Jimmy  Walker,  Gary 
Willis  Jimmie  Pyles 

Rev.  Willis  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  contributed  a  special  blessing  to  the  night 
of  singing  by  playing  “Amazing  Grace”  on  his  harmoni¬ 
ca.  This  proved  to  be  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  serv- 
ice. 

Organist  for,  “A  Great  Night  of  Methodist  Singing,” 
was  Marie  Durham,  who  is  First  United  Methodist 
Church  organist  in  Alexandria.  Pianist  was  Judy 
Trammell  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria. 

Everyone  agreed  that  “A  Great  Night  of  Methodist 
Singing”  was  a  deeply  moving  worship  experience,  and 
plans  are  under  way  to  do  it  again  next  year. 
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SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


Eternal  Flame  endowment  supporters 


On  Friday  evening  July  7,  more  than  90 
supporters  of  the  Eternal  Flame 
Endowment  Fund  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  gathered 
in  Bain  Hall. 

They  enjoyed  a  home-style  dinner  as 
life-size  animals  cut  from  plywood  and 
painted  realistically  by  artist  and  crafts¬ 
man  Ron  Mueller  surrounded  them. 

Background  country-style  music 
added  to  the  enjoyment.  As  the  guests 
left  the  dinner,  golf  carts  carried  them  to 
the  opening  night  performance  of  "Annie 
Get  Your  Gun”  at  the  Performing  Arts 
Center. 


They  celebrated  the  great  growth  in 
new  support  that  the  endowment  fund 
has  gained,  noting  the  success  of  the 
ministry  to  the  community. 

The  strength  in  the  event’s  success 
was  based  on  two  facts: 

Sharing  of  talents  in  a  hands-on  effort 
to  bring  together  the  people  who  have 
contributed  to  the  25-year-old  Eternal 
Flame  Endowment  Fund;  and 

Celebrating  the  joy  of  knowing  that 
the  Eternal  Light  of  God  is  a  legacy 
offered  in  support  of  the  presence  of  the 
church  in  the  lives  of  those  who  will  be 
here  in  the  future. 


Painted  cows  add  to 
the  country-style 
atmosphere  partici¬ 
pants  enjoyed  at  the 
Eternal  Flame 
Endowment 
celebration. 
Those  in  attendance 
included  (below  left) 
John  and  Sybil  Vickers 
and  Kay  Grammer 
Camp;  (below  right) 
Norma  Winegeart, 
Patty  Lindsey  and 
Sue  Dykes. 


celebrate  growth 


Noel  UMC  group  participates  in  labyrinth  workshop 


Four  laity  and  one  clergy  from  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  participated  in  the 
Labyrinth  Training  Workshop  which  featured  Dr.  Mary 
Ann  Reed. 

The  training  was  sponsored  by  The  Louisiana 
Conference’s  Academy  for  Spiritual  Learning. 

Those  attending  learned  about  the  extensive  history 
of  the  labyrinth  as  a  tool  for  spiritual  growth  (below). 

Participants  pictured  at  right  are  Theresa  McConnell 
(left),  Mimi  McDowell,  Rachel  Scott,  Sue  Kamm  and 
Evonne  Osborne. 

Oct.  8-10  Noel  Memorial  UMC  will  have  the  labyrinth 
available  for  others  to  have  this  experience. 

For  more  information  about  times  and  when  a  pres¬ 
entation  will  be  available,  call  Noel  Memorial  UMC  at 
318-221-5207. 


Church  sponsors 
power  of  prayer 
presentation 

Dr.  Terry  Teykl,  a  nationally  acclaimed 
workshop  lecturer  on  the  power  of 
prayer,  will  be  coming  to  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier,  Oct.  7.  Teykl, 
a  pastor  for  over  29  years,  has  been  lec¬ 
turing  and  teaching  on  prayer  all  across 
the  nation  since  the  early  ‘80s. 

His  topic  will  be  “How  To  Pray  After 
You've  Kicked  The  Dog.”  He  will  help  you 
recharge  your  personal  prayer  life, 
instruct  you  on  how  to  “brake  for  God" 
and  teach  you  how  to  pray  the 
Scriptures.  Cost  is  $15,  including  lunch 
and  a  128-page  manual.  Call  FUMC- 
Bossier  by  Thursday,  Oct.  5  at  (318)  742- 
3823  to  register. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Mary  Jarvis 
169  Patton  Lane 
Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
(318)  861-0586 
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Native  Americans  declare 
it's  time  for  racism  to  end 


MOBILE,  Ala.  (UMNS)  --  Pointing  to 
examples  of  institutional  racism  and 
paternalism,  Native  American  United 
Methodists  are  declaring  "enough  is 
enough!" 

During  their  annual  meeting  in 
Mobile,  Ala.,  Sept.  14-16,  members  of 
the  Native  American  International 
Caucus  agreed  to  establish  a  task  force 
to  develop  specific  strategies  for  ensur¬ 
ing  participation  by  Native  Americans  at 
all  levels  of  church  life." 

"If  you  are  not  at  the  table  your  issues 
will  not  be  addressed,"  said  the  Rev.  Sam 
Wynn,  a  district  superintendent  in  North 
Carolina  and  former  staff  executive  of 
the  caucus.  Several  of  the  23  members 
present  expressed  concern  that  the 
number  of  Native  Americans  named  to 
serve  on  governing  boards  of  church¬ 
wide  agencies  for  the  next  four  years  is 
expected  to  be  less  than  the  1996-2000 
quadrennium. 

Of  particular  concern  to  the  caucus  is 
the  lack  of  visibility  of  Native  Americans. 
As  an  example,  the  Rev.  Tweedy 
Sombrero  of  Globe,  Ariz.,  reported  that  a 
registration  form  for  "Exploration,"  a 
biennial  event  sponsored  by  the 
church's  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  asked  for 
the  ethnic  identity  of  individuals.  Most 
ethnic  groups  were  identified,  including 
Pacific  islanders,  but  Native  Americans 
were  absent. 

To  register,  they  would  need  to  check 
the  "other,"  category. 

"We  are  not  an  'other',"  Sombrero 
declared.  Exploration,  to  be  held  Nov. 
10-13  in  Dallas,  is  aimed  at  young  peo¬ 
ple  considering  ordained  ministry  in  the 
church. 

Earlier  in  the  meeting,  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Locklear,  outgoing  president  of 
the  caucus,  shared  how  he  had  been 
involved  recently  in  protesting  the 
"other"  category  on  voter  registration 
forms  in  South  Carolina.  He  circulated  a 
newspaper  article  showing  one  of  the 
tribal  chiefs  there  tearing  up  his  voter 
registration  card  in  protest.  Locklear  is 
the  staff  executive  of  the  church's 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Native 
American  Ministries. 

The  caucus  voted  to  investigate  the 
possibility  of  protesting  the  their  lack  of 
visibility  by  selling  T-shirts  that  have  the 
NAIC  emblem  on  the  front  and  "other" 


on  the  back. 

Caucus  members  expressed  disap¬ 
pointment  that  none  of  the  13  new  U.S. 
bishops  elected  in  July  were  Native 
Americans.  Seven  of  the  13  were  African 
American.  The  church,  with  more  than 
18,000  Native  American  members,  has 
never  had  a  Native  American  bishop. 
"Surely  the  election  of  a  bishop  is 
achievable,"  Locklear  said.  "One  is  need¬ 
ed  to  represent  our  people  at  that  level 
of  the  church." 

When  Native  Americans  are  visible  in 
the  culture  it  is  not  always  a  positive 
image.  Caucus  members  bemoaned 
their  portrayal  through  logos  and  sports 
mascots.  The  caucus  has  been  particu¬ 
larly  outspoken  in  its  criticism  of  the 
Cleveland  Indians'  "ChiefWahoo." 

When  the  top  legislative  body  of  the 
church  met  there  in  May  delegates 
called  for  the  popular  logo  to  be 
changed  and  Native  American  members 
marched  in  protest  outside  the  stadium. 

Calling  such  mascots  dehumanizing, 
Locklear  noted  that  Native  Americans 
are  the  only  ethnic  group  having  to  deal 
with  this  problem.  Caucus  members 
asked  the  Rev.  Alvin  Deer,  staff  executive 
for  the  caucus,  to  write  the  church's 
national  camping  committee  asking  that 
they  make  sure  no  United  Methodist 
camps  use  inappropriate  Native 
American  names. 

The  group  specifically  objected  to 
information  in  a  mailing  from  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference, 
which  offers  retreat  opportunities  at  a 
lodge  in  Minnesota  at  a  place  identified 
as  "Lone  Squaw  Island." 

Bruce  Nelson,  executive  director  of 
outdoor  and  retreat  ministries  for  the 
conference,  said  the  state  has  changed 
the  name  from  "Lone  Squaw"  to 
Nokomos  Island  to  be  sensitive  to  Native 
American  concerns. 

"Several  pieces  of  publicity  materials 
still  in  use  are  several  years  old  and  we 
intend  to  correct  the  name  with  all  new 
publications  to  reflect  that  sensitivity," 
he  told  United  Methodist  News  Service. 

"We  need  the  intervention  of  God," 
Locklear  declared.  "We  don't  have  the 
numbers  in  the  8.4-million  member 
church.  We  have  to  depend  on  others 
and  surely  we  have  to  depend  on  God. 
God  will  make  things  happen  and  things 
will  change." 


W.  T.  Handy  Convocation  at  Dillard  University 

Nov.  10-11, 2000  Strengthening  the 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  Black  Church 

Registration  Form  for  the  21st 

Century 


Address 

Cltv  State  Zip  Code 


Home  Phone  Church  Name 

Please  include  your  registration  fee  of  $10  per  person,  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Mail  to:  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  P.0. 1 93,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727.  Call  (225)  664-7979  for  information. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 

30 

OCTOBER 

Fall  Convocation 

La.  Conference  Center 

1 

Deadline,  La.  Conference  Speciall  Ministries  grant 
applicatons  for  church  renovations  and  buildings, 
and  Community  Outreach  Ministries 

1 

Special  Offering  for  World  Communion  Sunday 

1-4 

Women’s  Silent  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

5-8 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

5-8 

Cursillo  #80 

La.  Conference  Center 

13-14 

Order  of  Deacons  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

13-15 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Singles  Training  Event 

Mount  Sequoyah 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

13-15 

Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  Track  One 

La.  Conference  Center 

13-22 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Flavana,  Cuba 

14 

Conference  Ministry  Team 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

14 

Service  of  Covenant  for  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

14 

Cnvocation  of  Boards 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

15 

Laity  Sunday 

17-18 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

Headquarters  Building, 
Baton  Rouge 

21 

UMW  District  Elected  Leaders  Training 

La.  Conference  Center 

21 

Conference  Board  of  Laity 

La.  Conference  Center 

22 

Special  Offering,  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

22 

Disability  Awareness  and  Advocacy  Day 

22-24 

Retirees  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

23-24 

Children&Poverty  Event:  Families  in  Crisis 

First  UMC,  Alexandria 

29-Nov.  3 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Mount  Sequoyah 

CONFERENCE  HEALTH  BENEFITS  NOTICE 


The  Louisiana  Conference  health  benefit  program  provides  for  an  annual  open  enrollment 
period  each  October. 

This  means  that  any  active  clergy  or  full-time  lay  employee  of  the  church  who  is  not  presently 
in  the  health  benefits  program  may  elect  coverage  or  change  coverage  under  the  plan  for  them¬ 
selves  and  their  eligible  dependant(s).  The  October  open  enrollment  period  is  for  coverage 
effective  Jan.  1,  subject  to  an  18-month  pre-existing  condition  limitation.  For  information  and  an 
enrollment  packet,  call  Sherri  LeBlanc,  assistant  insurance  officer,  at  225-346-1646,  ext.  202. 


PRIM  £  TIM  EPS 

UMCOR  Sager-Brown 

Baldwin,  Louisiana 
October  29  -  November  4,  2000 

Come  and  enjoy  a  week  of  learning  about  the  Mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  at  Sager-Brown  through  hands-on  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  Disaster  Relief  Depot  and  life  -  then  and  now  -  on  Louisiana's 

“Cajun  Coast.” 

You  will  enjoy  true  Southern  Hospitality  with  a  fully  hosted  trip. 

You  will  experience  and  learn  about:  The  African-American  Culture  of  south- 
central  Louisiana  and  about  Sager-Brown's  role  in  it  since  1867; 

The  local  Cajun  Culture,  Cuisine  and  Entertainment; 

The  Native  Americans  of  South  Louisiana; 

And  Much,  MUCH  MORE! 

As  time  permits,  we  may: 

Visit  a  Sugar  Mill  to  see  how  cane  is  made  into  sugar; 

Visit  the  oldest  Rice  Mill  in  the  United  States; 

Tour  an  Elegant  Southern  Plantation  Home; 

Visit  the  Tabasco  Plant  and  adjacent  Jungle  Gardens  at  Avery  Island. 
$290  Per  Person  (Double  Occupancy)  Includes:  Meals,  Lodging, 
Insurance  and  Local  Transportation 
SO:  "Laissez  le  Bon  Temps  Rouler!" 

Come  with  us,  and  Let  the  Good  Times  Roll! 

Contact:  Program  Coordinator,  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  for  more 

details. 

337/923-6238  or  Write:  P.  O.  Box  850,  Baldwin,  LA  70514 
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I  N  BRIEF 

Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


Leaders  urge  Bush,  Gore  to  address  nuclear  weapons 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  It  is  time  for  the  leading  presidential  candidates  to  dis¬ 
cuss  nuclear  disarmament  as  a  moral  issue  in  the  election  campaign,  according  to  an 
interfaith  group  of  religious  leaders.  Vice  President  A1  Gore  and  Texas  Gov.  George  W. 
Bush  made  no  comments  on  the  morality  of  holding  and  using  nuclear  weapons 
when  quizzed  in  writing  by  a  group  of  nearly  50  religious  leaders.  The  survey  was  pre- 
pared  by  Pax  Christi  USA,  a  part  of  the  international  Catholic  peace  movement,  and 
Methodists  United  for  Justice  and  Peace,  an  unofficial  United  Methodist  group. 

Howard  Hallman,  of  Methodists  United  for  Peace  with  Justice,  voiced  concern  that 
these  topics  remain  unaddressed  by  the  two  leading  candidates.  “There  is  a  lot  ot  talk 
about  moral  values  in  the  election  campaign,”  he  said.  “We  believe  that  nuclear 
weapons  constitute  a  moral  issue,  not  merely  a  matter  of  military  strategy,  and  should 
be  discussed  as  such.” 

North  Americans  meet  with  women  in  North  Korea 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  A  North  American  delegation  of  women  was  successful  in 
establishing  contact  with  North  Korean  women  during  a  recent  trip  to  the  Asian 
country,  a  member  of  the  group  says.  In  the  capital  of  fyongyang,  the  Tr  h.^-h 
group  had  post-worship  meetings  with  women  at  Bongsu  Church  and  Chilgol  Church 
as  well  as  members  of  a  house  church  on  Tong  II  Road,  according  to  Peggy  Bill  mgs,  the 
United  Methodist  representative.  All  are  Protestant  churches.  The  five-member  de  e- 
gation  also  met  with  the  vice  chairperson  of  the  Korean  Democratic  Womens 
Federation,  an  organization  that  relates  to  women’s  activities. 

The  team  was  dispatched  in  late  August  by  the  Partnership  with  Women  task 
Group  of  Church  World  Service,  which  is  part  of  the  U.S.  National  Council  ot 
Churches.  The  group  wanted  to  initiate  contacts  that  could  lead  to  more  direct  rela¬ 
tionships  among  women  in  North  Korea,  South  Korea  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Starfish  ministry  seeks  to  change  world,  one  person  at  a  time 


ALBUQERQUE,  N.M.  (UMNS)  A  new  United  Methodist  ministry  is  seeking  to 
change  the  world,  one  soul  at  a  time,  by  helping  people  reinvigorate  and  nurture  their 
own  spirituality.  The  Starfish  Co.,  based  in  Edgewood,  N.M.,  is  a  nonprofit  ministry 
that  uses  workshops  and  retreats  to  guide  individuals  and  groups  in  spiritual  forma- 
tion,  hospitality  and  growth.  The  year-old  organization  is  governed  by  a  12-member 
board  of  directors  and  staffed  by  the  four  members  of  the  Sorenson  family  Christy 
and  Clarissa,  and  parents  Ken  and  Annette  in  addition  to  independent  contractors 

with  expertise  in  justice  ministries  and  counseling. 

The  name  was  inspired  by  the  story  of  a  little  girl  who  was  walking  along  a  beach 
and  throwing  starfish  back  into  the  ocean.  A  man  saw  her  and  asked,  What  are  you 
doing?”  She  replied,  “I’m  trying  to  save  these  starfish.  Without  water  they  will  die.”  The 
man  suggested  her  efforts  were  futile  because  so  many  starfish  had  been  washed 
ashore  and  stranded  by  the  low  tide.  “You  cant  possibly  make  a  difference,  he  said. 
The  little  girl  bent  down,  picked  up  another  starfish,  threw  it  into  the  ocean  and  said, 
“I  made  a  difference  to  that  one.” 


WORLD  WATCH 


Philippine  United  Methodist  women  seek  inclusion 

MANILA  (UMNS)  If  United  Methodist  women  in  the 
Philippines  have  their  way,  a  woman  would  be  elected  bishop  in 
December  and  their  church  would  vote  to  become  self-reliant  an 
autonomous.  It  is  time  for  church  leadership  to  be  inclusive,  said 
Pricilla  R.  Atuel,  national  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Women 
Society  for  Christian  Service,  during  an  August  interview  in  Manila. 

“We  want  to  break  the  notion  that  the  highest  leadership  in  the  church  is  only  for 
males,”  she  explained.  “We  want  to  increase  the  awareness  among  our  male  leaders 
about  partnership  and  about  the  fact  that  women  have  the  capacity  to  lea  . 

iini+oH  Jewish  arouD  team  up  for  aid  to  Ethiopia 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  The  United  Methodist  director  of  a  food  relief  organization 
has  formed  a  partnership  with  a  Jewish  group  to  help  save  thousands  of  fives  in 
Ethiopia  this  fall.  Stop  Hunger  Now  and  the  North  American  Conference  on 
Ethiopian  Jewry  have  teamed  up  to  deal  with  an  expected  malaria  outbreak  in  the 
Gondar  highlands  of  Ethiopia.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  also  is 
rnntrihiltinp  to  the  effort. 


Chickens  provided  by  UMCOR  scratch  in  the  front  yard  of  a  woman's  home  in  village  of 
Bare,  outside  Kosovo  Mitrovica,  Yugoslavia.  With  funds  from  the  1999  ACT,  UMCOR  pro¬ 
cured  and  distributed  seeds,  fertilizer  and  chickens  to  more  than  2,800  families  in  1 6 
villages  in  Northern  Kosovo  last  spring. 


Pastors  of  black  churches  to  explore  unique  challenges 

PAT  I  AS  (UMNS)  United  Methodist  pastors  of  African-American  churches  will 
gather  Jan.  8- 1 1  to  discuss  the  challenges  they  share  in  growing  healthy  congregations 
ha  a  predominantly  white  denomination.  "Passion  and  Authority:  Rekindling  the  Gift 
of  God  Within  You"  is  the  theme  for  the  national  convocation,  which  will  follow  up  a 
similar  event  in  1999.  It  is  expected  to  attract  at  least  400  people  to  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel  for  learning,  development,  discovery  and  dialogue. 

The  convocation  is  designed  to  inform,  encourage  and  inspire  clergy  who  have  pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  for  the  spiritual  health  of  African-American  United  Methodist 
congregations,  said  the  Rev.  Vance  P.  Ross,  chairman  of  the  event  s  design  team.  The 
denomination's  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  the  sponsor.  Details  are 
available  by  contacting  Ross  at  vphilip@aol.com  or  (301)  927-6133,  or  the  board's 
Debra  Carvin  at  dcarvin@gbod.org,  (877)  899-2780  or  (615)  340-7051. 

Seattle  pastor  gets  deferred  sentence  in  perjury  case 

NORTH  SEATTLE,  Wash.  (UMNS)  The  Rev.  Dan  Sailer,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
who  faced  charges  of  giving  false  testimony  in  a  1997  trial,  has  received  a  one-year 
deferred  sentence  and  must  contribute  240  hours  of  community  service. 

The  pastor  of  Haller  Lake  United  Methodist  Church,  Sailer  was  sentenced  Sept.  8. 
Initially  charged  with  perjury,  he  entered  an  Alford  plea  to  a  lesser  charge  in  July  in  a 
plea  agreement  in  King  County  Superior  Court.  An  Alford  plea  is  not  an  admission  of 
guilt  but  an  acknowledgment  that  the  defendant  probably  would  be  convicted. 

Sailer,  44,  testified  three  years  ago  in  an  assault  trial  that  involved  an  altercation  in  a 
shopping  center  parking  lot  between  Kevin  Mooney  of  Seattle  and  Kathryn  Frazier  of 
Edgewood,  Wash.  Sailer  had  said  he  did  not  know  either  Frazier  or  Mooney,  but  inves¬ 
tigators  determined  Mooney  had  been  the  pastor's  roommate.  Sailer  returned  to 
Haller  lake’s  pulpit  in  August. 
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Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholar  excels  in  med  school 
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my 
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BY  ABE  LEVY 
CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 

Maybe  the  smile  on  Shaun  Jackson’s 
face  comes  from  being  spared  from 
injury  and  possible  death  in  several  car 
accidents  growing  up. 

Maybe  it  comes  from  having  great 
role  models  in  parents  Ronald  and  Rose 
who  raised  him  at  Shady  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mansfield,  where 
he  blossomed  at  first  as  an  acolyte  and 
later  as  a  choir  member  and  musician. 

Or  maybe  it  was  knowing  deep  down 
inside  that  God  had  a  special  destiny 
just  for  him.  “I  believe  with  all  my  heart 
that  God  has  a  calling  on  my  life  and  it’s 
to  help  other  people,”  the  22-year-old 
said.  “And  that’s 
why  I  am  where  I 
am  today." 

The  Board  of 
Laity  of  the 
Louisiana 
Conference  saw  the 
potential  in  this 
young  man  and 
awarded  him  four 
consecutive 
Daughenbaugh 
M  a  t  h  e  n  y 
Scholarships, 

which  he  used  for  the  four  years  he 
spent  to  graduate  from  Centenary 
College.  Now,  he’s  in  his  second  year  at 
LSU  Health  Science  Center  in 
Shreveport  where  he  plans  to  become  a 
doctor  specializing  in  cancer. 

Supported  by  fund-raisers  and  gifts 
from  individuals  and  districts  within 
the  conference,  the  scholarship  gives 
$1,000  a  year  to  qualifying  students, 
with  the  idea  that  they’ll  become 
tomorrow’s  lay  or  clergy  leaders.  High 
school  seniors  or  college  students  must 
enroll  at  Centenary  or  Dillard 
University,  have  a  2.5  grade  point  aver¬ 
age  or  better  and  the  application  must 
include  letters  of  recommendation. 

The  scholarship  was  started  in  1987 
when  Methodist  leaders  combined  the 
Howard  L.  Daughenbaugh  Memorial 
Scholarship  founded  in  1950  and  the 
Thomas  H.  Matheny  Scholarship 
founded  in  1982.  Two  students  first 
received  the  scholarship  in  1987,  but  it 
has  grown  to  a  record-high  12  this  year. 


believe  with  all 
heart  that  God 
a  calling  on  my 
life  and  it’s  to  help 
other  people.” 

-Shaun  Jackson 


The  increase  can  be  attributed  to  the 
laity  board’s  commitment  to  developing 
leaders  in  the  United  Methodist  church 
regardless  of  whether  they  join  the  cler¬ 
gy,  said  Babs  Mollere,  conference  chair¬ 
man  of  the  scholarship  fund. 

“Your  education  is  important,  but 
your  spiritual  development  is  impor¬ 
tant,  too,”  she  said.  “It  isn’t  necessarily 
to  provide  for  more  clergy  leaders,  but 
it’s  also  about  providing  lay  leaders. 
That’s  why  we  have  (scholarship  recipi¬ 
ents)  going  into  every  arena  of  work.” 

Scholarship  students  are  studying 
economic  development,  music,  com¬ 
munications  and  writing.  Shaun 
Jackson  majored  in  biophysics  and 
graduated  from 

Centenary  in  1999.  But  he 
also  studied  in 
Centenary’s  Church 
Careers  Program,  where 
he  believes  he  received 
training  for  future  lay 
work  in  the  church  while 
also  practicing  medicine. 

“Shaun  has  a  lot  of 
integrity  and  is  thought¬ 
ful,”  said  the  Rev.  Jayne 
Trammell-Kelly,  former 
director  of  the  program. 
“He’s  not  big  on  saying,  'Hey,  look  at 
me.’  But  he’ll  stay  behind  and  say,  ‘Hey, 
good  job,’  in  his  own  quiet  way.  He’s 
also  the  type  of  guy  who  if  he  says  he’s 
going  to  do  something,  he’ll  do  it.” 

While  at  Centenary,  he  said  he  was 
challenged  in  his  faith,  especially  after 
writing  a  20-page  credo  of  all  his  per¬ 
sonal  beliefs  as  required  in  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

“Kids  come  from  all  over  the  world, 
and  their  experiences  come  into  play 
and  question  your  beliefs,”  he  said.  “It 
actually  was  a  good  thing.  It  strength¬ 
ens  your  beliefs.” 

Belief  in  his  calling  came  while  he 
was  a  freshman  at  Mansfield  High 
School  shortly  after  his  grandmother 
succumbed  to  breast  cancer. 

“I  can  remember  to  this  day  going  to 
the  funeral.  I  remember  being  at  the 
hospital  and  there  was  nothing  I  could 
do.  I  vowed  to  my  mother  that  I  would 
spend  the  rest  of  my  life  to  help  people,” 
he  said.  So  now  he  balances  a  hectic  life 


Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in  Faith  Conference  -  Oct.  23-24 

Location:  First UMC, AJezondno, LA 


This  conference  will  focus 
on  the  most  important  institu¬ 
tion  on  earth:  the  family.  In  a 
confused,  ever-changing 
world,  support  of  family  life 
becomes  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance.  Hear  and  share  ways  congrega¬ 
tions  can  be  more  proactive  and  effec¬ 
tive  as  carriers  of  this  wholeness. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Leonard  Sweet,  noted  author  and  United 
Methodist  preacher. 

Track  leaders  will  include  Dr.  Elbert 
Cole,  an  expert  in  elderly  research;  Sally 
Ann  Roberts,  anchor  at  Channel  4  News 
in  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Stanley  Copeland, 
renowned  preacher  and  author;  Dr.  Fred 


Smith,  an  expert  on  children 
and  firearms;  Richard  Stalder, 

rfelVdreo  secretary  of  the  Louisiana 

Department  of  Public  Safety 
and  Corrections;  and  Jake 
Hadley,  assistant  secretary, 
Louisiana  Office  for  Addictive  Disorders. 

Tracks  offered  will  cover  1)  Family 
Realities  Today,  2)  Spiritual  Poverty: 
The  Family’s  Ultimate  Challenge,  3) 
Beyond  a  Culture  ofViolence,  4) 
Addictive  Behaviors:  #1  Disorder 
Impacting  Family  Life. 

Sign  up  today  and  bring  enough  peo¬ 
ple  from  your  church  to  cover  all  the 
tracks.  Watch  future  issues  of  Louisiana 
NOW!  for  more  information. 


Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholarship  recipient  Shaun  Jackson  gives  a  presentation 
during  a  lab  at  LSU  Health  Sciences  Center  in  Shreveport  where  he  is  in  his  second 
year  of  medical  school. 

of  class  from  8  a.m.  to  about  4  or  5  p.m. 

Monday  to  Friday.  Evenings  and  late 
nights  are  spent  hovered  over  text¬ 
books.  Saturdays,  he  drives  30  minutes 
from  Shreveport  to  Mansfield,  where  he 
plays  drums  for  his  home  church’s 
choir.  Hard  work  was  instilled  in  him 
from  his  parents. 

His  father  worked  three  jobs  for  a  few 
years  of  his  childhood  and  his  mother 
has  been  working  in  the  Clerk  of  Courts 
Office  for  about  two  decades.  His  par¬ 
ents  and  his  grandfather,  the  Rev. 

George  Thomas  who  is  pastor  of  Shady 


Grove  UMC,  also  instilled  in  him  a  love 
for  God  and  churchgoing.  It  was  in  a 
revival  at  Shady  Grove  when  he  was  12 
that  he  responded  to  an  inward  nudge 
to  accept  Christ  for  the  first  time,  he 
said. 

He  was  sitting  on  the  front  row  with 
his  parents.  The  music  was  playing. 
People  were  clapping.  And  then  he  said 
he  felt  the  Spirit  of  God  touch  his  heart 
and  he  began  to  cry  “tears  of  joy.” 

“After  the  service,  tears  flowed  down 
my  face,”  he  said.  “One  lady  asked  if  I 
was  in  pain.  I  said,  ‘No,  I’m  just  happy.”’ 


Families  in  Crisis  Conference 
c&UYF&i  October  23-24  •  First  UMC  Alexandria,  La. 

Pre-registration  is  encouraged 

Cost  of  $55  includes  choice  of  one  track,  four  meals,  and  a  bronze  cross  for  your  home 

Track  1— Family  Realities  Today 
Track  2— Spiritual  Poverty 
Track  3— Beyond  a  Culture  ofViolence 
Track  4— Addictive  Behavior 


Please  priori¬ 
tize  interests 
by  ranking 
12,3,4 


Presented  by 
Louisiana 
Conference  UMC 
Children  In  Need 
Task  Force 


♦Task  Force  will  strive  to  accommodate  your  choice 
Please  direct  any  questions  to  Joanne  White  at  (318)  443-1 349 
Make  checks  payable  to  La.  Annual  Conference 
Mail  check  and  completed  registration  to:  Eloise  Cox,  P.O.  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71342 
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Rev.  Carl  Lueg 
still  truckin'  at  92  /5 
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Conference  Calendar  /6 


'A  portion  merit' 
for  others  /8 


Ohio  tornado  recovery  /7 
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Church  researcher  Barna  to  speak  in  Hammond 


Research  expert  Dr.  George  Barna  will 
present  an  intensive  seminar  for  church 
leaders,  both  clergy  and  laity,  on  Nov.  1 1 
in  Hammond. 

The  North  Shore  District  of  the  United 


Conference  to  focus 

Families  are  facing  overwhelming 
challenges  today,  said  Joanne  White, 
chair  of  the  Conference’s  Children  in 
Need  Task  Force,  which  has  organized 
the  “Families  in  Faith,  Families  in  Crisis”  - 
Conference  Oct.  23-24  as  an  answer. 

“We  hope  we  have  constructed  a  con¬ 
ference  that  will  bring  expert  advice  and 
information  to  families  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions  they  have  about  the  issues  in  their 
lives.  We  know  we  have  some  of  the  best 


Methodist  Church  sponsors  the  program, 
which  will  be  held  in  the  Student  Union 
Theater  of  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University.  Registration  begins  at  8:30  a.m. 
Barna  will  teach  from  9  a.m.  until  4 


experts  anywhere  to  answer  those  ques¬ 
tions,”  she  said. 

Not  only  United  Methodists  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend  the  conference. 

“We  hope  that  parents,  teachers, 
principals,  social  service  agencies,  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  system  officials  will  all  come 
and  share  in  what  we  have. 

“Even  though  it  was  designed  initially 
and  primarily  for  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations,  we  know  that  whatever  is  an 


p.m.  (with  an  hour  off  for  lunch).  Cost  of 
the  workshop  is  $15  for  pastors  and  $10 
for  laity,  with  a  maximum  cost  not  to 
exceed  $50  for  a  church.  Lunch  is  not 
included  in  the  fee. 

Barna  is  president  of  Barna  Research 
Group  Ltd.,  which  specializes  in  con¬ 
ducting  primary 
research  for 

Christian  ministries 
and  other  nonprofit 
organizations.  He  is 
author  of  25  books, 
including  many 
best-selling  works 
such  as  “The  Frog  in 
the  Kettle,”  "User 
Friendly  Churches,” 

“The  Power  of 
Vision,”  “Evangelism 
That  Works”  and  “The  Habits  of  Highly 
Effective  Churches.”  Several  of  his  books 
have  received  national  awards. 

Barna  is  currently  on  a  yearlong 
teaching  tour  across  North  America, 
sharing  with  pastors  and  laity  the 
insights  of  his  research  regarding  the 
ministry  of  the  church  in  this  culture. 

His  topics  include  the  power  of  vision¬ 
ing  as  the  starting  point  of  effective  lead¬ 
ership,  developing  clergy  and  laity  for 
effective  church  leadership,  strategic 
thinking  and  planning  for  ministry,  and 
applying  the  vision  of  God  to  ministry. 

The  Student  Union  Theater  is  located 
in  the  Student  Union  Annex  in  the  center 
of  the  SLU  campus.-Because  the  program 
is  on  a  Saturday,  participants  may  park 
anywhere  on  campus. 

The  theater  seats  300,  which  means 
that  reservations  should  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible.  Call  the  North  Shore 
District  Office  at  504-626-0918  (fax  504- 
626-0919, or  e-mail  nsdumc@comp- 
surf.com).  The  mailing  address  is  124 
Lisa  Lane,  Mandeville,  LA  70448.  Indicate 
the  number  of  persons  attending 
because  seating  is  limited. 

If  possible,  please  send  your  check 
before  the  event,  made  payable  to  the 
North  Shore  District  (memo  the  “Barna 
Event”).  If  you  have  questions  please  call 
Dr.  Grayson  Watson,  district  superinten¬ 
dent. 


issue  with  our  congregations  is  an  issue 
with  the  rest  of  the  world.” 

This  is  the  fourth  conference  organ¬ 
ized  by  the  task  force  and  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  at  the  outset  that  this  one  would 
focus  on  families,  "which  is  where  all  of 
life  and  religion  and  living  begin,”  White- 
said. 

More  information  and  a  registration 
form  for  the  conference  can  be  found  on 
page  eight. 


Good  Samaritan  Sunday 


Ted  Jones, 
center,  director 
of  development 
for  the  Lafon 
Home,  talks  with 
Charles  McHale 
Jr.  and  Michelle 
Miller  Morial  at 
"Jazzy  Night 
2000,"  a  recent 
fundraiser  in 
New  Orleans. 


Offering  funds  three  conference  institutions 


Three  important  Louisiana 
Conference  institutions  in  New 
Orleans  will  benefit  from  church 
members’  contributions  on  Good 
Samaritan  Sunday,  Oct.  22. 

Lafon  is  a  nursing  home  that  serves 
76  elderly  residents,  striving  to  make 
their  days  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

Peoples  United  Methodist 
Community  Center  offers  early  learn¬ 
ing  development  programs  to  pre- 
school-age  children  of  poor  families. 

Peoples’  board  and  staff  members 
are  faithful  to  the  proverb:  Train  up 
children  in  the  way  they  should  go 
and  when  they  are  old,  they  will  not 
depart  from  it,  said  Executive  Director 
Rev.  Marva  Mitchell. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  an  affiliate  of  the  Methodist 
Health  system,  provides  financial 
assistance  for  individuals  who  need 
extra  help  in  time  of  unusual  or  unex¬ 
pected  difficulties. 

Established  with  the  opening  of  the 
hospital,  more  than  30  years  ago,  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund  has  proved  to 
be  an  economical  and  spiritual  gift  to 
hundreds  of  individuals,  said  Chaplain 
Paul  Durbin,  director  of  pastoral  care. 

“The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  pro¬ 
vides  financial  assistance  for  a 
patient's  physical  needs  while  our 
prayers  and  counseling  support  the 
spiritual  aspects  of  healing,”  he  added. 

See  GOOD  SAMARITAN,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Now  what  was  that  all  about? 


Dreams  can  be  strange  things.  I’m 
told  they  can  be  interpreted  (wasn't 
that  Joseph’s  strength?)  and  they  can 
have  cloaked  meaning.  Sometimes 
that  is  a  comforting  thought  and  other 
times  that  is  a  frightening  thought. 

Like  last  night. 

I  dreamed  I  had  gone  to  a  church 
where  I  was  to  speak  and  when  I 
arrived  I  realized  I  had  forgotten  my 
suit,  dress  shirt  and  tie.  In  fact,  in  the 
dream,  when  I  got  out  of  the  car  to  go 
into  the  church  I  discovered  I  had  no 
clothes  at  all!  All  I  could  find  to  put  on 
was  an  old  bathrobe.  I  made  my  way 
into  the  church,  sheepishly  asked  to 
use  the  phone,  endured  the  scornful 
looks  from  the  office  personnel,  and 
called  Kay  to  bring  me  some  clothes. 

When  I  hung  up  the  phone  I 
stepped  out  of  the  office  and  streams 
of  nicely  dressed  people  were  entering 
the  church.  All  of  them  looked  at  me 
disdainfully  and  I  wanted  to  crawl  in  a 
hole.  When  I  got  back  to  the  parking 
place  of  my  car,  it  was  gone! 

I  saw  a  tow  truck  across  the  street 
and  asked  the  driver  if  he  had  towed 
my  car.  He  said  he  had  towed  two, 
and  one  of  those  had  a  New  Mexico 
license.  Somehow  it  was  now  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  away  and  couldn’t  be 
retrieved.  And  there  I  stood  in  the 
church  parking  lot,  still  in  my 
bathrobe! 

Now,  what  was  that  all  about?  I 
know  you  can  have  a  grand  time  ana¬ 
lyzing  that  one! 

When  I  woke  up  enough  to  begin 
processing  the  craziness  I  had  just 
concocted  in  my  subconscious  mind,  I 
could  hear  the  water  cascading  in  the 
fountain  in  the  back  yard.  It  was  a 
soothing  sound  that  quickly  turned 
into  a  teaching  moment.  Through  the 
foggy  haze  of  sleepiness  and  trying  to 
interpret  what  I  had  just  dreamed,  I 
recalled  the  biblical  images  of  water 
and  how  God’s  presence  with  the 
Israelites  as  they  journeyed  out  of 


Egypt  and 
into  the 
Promised 
Land  was 
made  possi¬ 
ble  through 
water  that 
came  forth 
from  the 
rock  and 
quenched 
their  thirst. 
Now  in  this 
darkened 
room,  God’s 
assurance 
came  to  me 
through  the  sounds  of  water,  “Lo,  I  am 
with  you  always.” 

It  was  a  calming  moment.  It  was  a 
teaching  moment.  It  was  a  defining 
moment.  Whatever  our  wildest 
dreams  may  say  to  us  or  about  us,  God 
is  always  with  us.  What  a  blessed 
thought! 

As  is  often  the  case  with  me,  an  old 
hymn  entered  my  thoughts  and 
brought  all  to  joyful  conclusion. 

“All  the  way  my  Savior  leads  me 
Cheers  each  winding  path  I 
tread. 

Gives  me  grace  for  every  trial, 
Feeds  me  with  the  living  bread. 
Though  my  weary  steps  may 
falter 

And  my  soul  a-thirst  may  be, 
Gushing  from  the  Rock  before 
me, 

Lo!  A  spring  of  joy  I  see.” 

— Fanny  Crosby 

I  pray  that  on  your  journey  you  can 
always  see  that  gushing  spring  of  joy. 
And  I  promise  I’ll  check  my  wardrobe 
before  I  arrive  at  your  church! 

fall 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 


Retired  Ministers  retreat  set  at  Conference  Center 


The  Retired  Ministers  Retreat  will  be 
held  Oct.  22-24  at  the  Conference 
Retreat  Center  in  Woodworth.  The 
retreat  is  for  all  retired  clergy  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  plus  their  spous¬ 
es.  Surviving  spouses  are  also  invited. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  is  paying  half 
the  cost  of  everyone’s  room  and  board. 
Please  register  as  soon  as  possible  by 
calling  the  Conference  Center  (1-318- 


449-4500)  and  sending  a  $25  deposit  for 
each  person  attending. 

After  the  evening  meal  on  Sunday  our 
new  bishop,  William  W.  Hutchinson,  will 
preach.  The  retreat  is  completely  infor¬ 
mal.  It  is  filled  with  fellowship,  fun, 
games,  entertainment,  golf  and  worship. 
If  you  have  any  questions  please  contact 
Carl  Rhodes  (1-225-346-1646)  or  John 
Lee  (1-504-643-6437). 


Preaching  seminar  slated  at  Centenary  College 


Preaching  the  Lectionary  in  Advent 
2000  will  be  held  Oct.  30,  in  the 
Kilpatrick  Auditorium  at  Centenary 
College. 

The  seminar  features  Dr.  John 
Holbert,  professor  of  Old  Testament 
studies  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
and  Dr.  Susan  Brayford,  professor  of  reli¬ 
gion  at  Centenary. 


Holbert’s  topic  will  be  the  Old 
Testament  Advent  passages,  and 
Brayford  will  speak  on  those  from  the 
New  Testament. 

Cost  for  the  daylong  program  is  $15, 
which  includes  lunch. 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev. 
Jack  O’Dell,  Centenary  chaplain,  at  (318) 
869-5157;  e-mail:  jodell@centenary.edu. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Support  tax  amendments  to  aid  poor 


Editor,  Louisiana  NOW! 

I  am  a  member  of  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  and  I  write  you  on  a  matter 
which  I  hope  every  Christian  will  take 
very  seriously.  I  have  chatted  with  my 
pastor,  Rev.  James  Haynes  on  the  matter 
and  he  has  encouraged  me  to  contact 
the  chair  of  the  Conference  Board  on 
Church  and  Society,  Rev.  Abraham  Davis 
of  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans.  I  have  done  that,  and  he 
has  promised  to  take  the  matter  up  at  an 
upcoming  board  meeting. 

In  the  interests  of  full-disclosure,  I  am 
a  chemist /teacher  at  the  University  of 
New  Orleans  and  will  conceivably  be  the 
beneficiary  of  what  I  am  urging. 

Amos  5:  7-1  1  “You  that  turn  justice 
upside  down  and  bring  righteousness  to 
the  ground,  you  that  hate  a  man  who 
brings  the  wrongdoer  to  court  and 
loathe  him  who  speaks  the  whole  truth: 
for  this,  because  you  levy  taxes  on  the 
poor  and  extort  a  tribute  of  grain  from 
them,  though  you  have  built  houses  of 
hewn  stone,  you  shall  not  live  in  them. 
(Taken  from  the  New  English  Bible.) 

On  Nov.  7,  citizens  of  the  state  will  be 
asked  to  vote  on  two  constitutional 
amendments  that  will  change  the  way 
we  are  taxed.  Amendment  No.  3  will 
remove  the  state  sales  tax  on  food  for 
home  consumption  and  utilities. 
Amendment  No.  2  will  change  the  rates 


for  the  income  tax  and  will  also  remove 
the  deductibility  of  federal  taxes.  The 
two  measures  are  coupled  -  both  must 
pass  for  either  to  be  enacted.  The  reason 
for  the  linkage  is  fairly  clear.  Passage  of 
Amendment  No.  3  will  result  in  a  $440 
million  tax  cut.  Amendment  No.  2  will 
raise  taxes  to  cover  this  loss  but  will  also 
raise  an  additional  $206  million  that  is 
dedicated  by  statute  to  education. 
Families  with  income  less  than  $24,000 
will  have  a  net  tax  cut,  and  the  increase 
will  be  modest  for  middle-income  tax¬ 
payers. 

How  can  I  as  a  Christian  oppose 
these  measures  if  concern  for  the  poor  is 
a  mark  of  a  Christian?  In  nearly  every 
other  tax,  the  poorest  are  protected.  Yet, 
even  a  homeless  person  pays  4  percent 
to  the  state  on  purchases  of  food  items 
at  a  grocery  store.  Should  I  object  to  the 
amendments  because  they  raise  taxes  by 
$206  million?  No  way!  There  are  good 
reasons  to  support  increases  in  educa¬ 
tion  spending.  The  levels  of  pay  for 
teachers,  for  instance,  makes  it  hard  to 
recruit  competent  teachers  to  replace 
those  who  will  be  retiring  in  increasing 
numbers.  Should  I  object  to  the  amend¬ 
ments  because  they  do  not  fix  every¬ 
thing  that  is  wrong  with  our  tax  system? 
Who  will  dare  to  propose  a  reform  if  the 
amendments  are  defeated? 

Ray  Sweany 
New  Orleans 


LETTERS  POLICY 

LouisianaNow!  reserves  space  on  this  page  for  readers  to  express  their  views. 
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Good  Samaritan  Sunday  collection  offers  hope 


Children  from  the  Class  of  2000  at  Peoples  United  Methodist  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans. 


Peoples  Center  cares 

The  smiles  are  genuine.  These  are  faces  of  happy 
children  who  feel  safe,  who  are  learning  and  who  real¬ 
ize  that  we  care  a  lot  about  them  in  so  many  ways. 
There  is  no  greater  joy  than  to  experience  the  voices  of 
satisfaction  of  parents  and  guardians  who  leave  their 
prize  possessions  in  the  hands  of  interested  and  dedi¬ 
cated  staff,  in  a  safe,  caring  and  learning  environment. 
And  even  more  joy  comes  in  the  hearing  of  laughter 
from  the  children  who  enjoy  their  time  spent  together 
at  Peoples  Center. 

Preparation  for  life  begins  early  with  a  strong  foun- 


Peoples  has  a  history  of  meet¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  the  poor  whose 
desires  are  to  improve  their  way 
of  life,  offering  a  means  of  proper 
care  and  nurture  for  their  little 
ones  and  a  place  that  provides  a 
wholesome  environment,  excel¬ 
lent  surroundings  and  training. 


dation.  That’s  Peoples’  Business!  This  is  the  reason  the 
center  exists  -  to  prepare  preschoolers  to  meet  the 
challenges  that  lie  ahead  as  they  face  the  beginning  of 
education.  There  is  no  greater  joy  than  to  see  children 
grow  in  knowledge,  grow  physically  and  mentally. 

Early  learning  development  programs,  an  appropri¬ 
ate  age-level  academic  curriculum,  recreation  and 
interaction  are  what  keep  generations  of  families  plac¬ 
ing  their  children  in  Peoples’  care. 

The  center  has  a  history  of  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
poor  whose  desires  are  to  improve  their  way  of  life, 
offering  a  means  of  proper  care  and  nurture  for  their 
little  ones  and  a  place  that  provides  a  wholesome  envi¬ 
ronment,  excellent  surroundings  and  training. 

There  is  no  greater  reward  than  to  be  made  aware 
that  the  ministry  and  services  provided  by  the  center 
have  made  a  meaningful  difference  in  someone’s  life. 

The  following  story  is  just  one  example  of  Peoples’ 
role  in  the  life  of  a  child  and  his/her  family. 

Charles  came  to  Peoples  at  age  4  weeks, 
when  we  were  accepting  infants.  He  grew  up 
at  Peoples,  so  to  speak.  We  potty  trained  him, 
weaned  him  from  his  botde,  were  there  for 


him  when  he  spoke  his  first  word  and  took  his 
first  step.  We  watched  him  grow  while  his  par¬ 
ents  worked  very  hard  to  get  off  of  welfare  and 
the  unemployment  rolls. 

It  was  when  Charles  had  moved  from  the 
nursery  to  his  class  for  3-year-olds  that  we  and 
his  mother,  after  medical  examinations,  dis¬ 
covered  he  was  prone  to  having  seizures.  And 
one  day  he  did  have  a  seizure  at  the  center. 

She  had  instructed  us  as  to  how  to  take  care  of 
him  if  she  could  not  be  reached  before  the 
ambulance  arrived.  On  this  day,  the  ambu¬ 
lance  did  arrive,  at  the  same  time  the  director 
arrived  after  picking  up  his  mother  from  her 
job. 

Not  only  did  the  ambulance /paramedics 
compliment  the  staff  on  how  Charles  was 
cared  for,  but  his  mother  had  high  praised  for 
the  staff.  She  was  very  grateful  and  pleased  to 
know  that  Charles  could  remain  at  Peoples, 
despite  his  illness. 

Charles’  mother  called  the  center  every  day 
to  check  on  him  and  was  delighted  to  see  that 
Peoples  staff  cared  enough  to  spend  time  with 
her  to  talk  about  his  day.  On  several  occasions 
Charles’  mother  was  called  to  the  center 
because  he  was  not  looking  or  acting  as  if  he 
felt  well. 

Charles  has  since  graduated.  His  mother 
was  very  concerned  that  he  may  not  receive 
the  same  care  at  his  new  school.  She  really 
would  have  loved  for  him  to  stay  at  Peoples  for 
a  few  more  years.  Jokingly  she  said  maybe 
even  high  school. 

Her  closing  remarks  were,  “I  will  always 
remember  how  the  center  helped  me  and  my 
husband  with  our  son.  Especially  the  scholar¬ 
ship  Peoples  gave  Charles”  when  she  was  laid 
off  of  her  job  and  dropped  from  the  Child  Care 
Assistance  program.  She  highly  recommends 
Peoples  Center. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  Peoples  has  experienced  a 
need  to  provide  services  to  yet  another  age  group  -  5- 
12-year-olds.  Peoples  has  responded  to  this  need  by 
providing  summer  camps  that  include  academics, 
recreation,  art,  dance,  music  and  other  enrichment 
program.  The  demand  for  more  services  during  the 
summer  month  is  due  to  parents  and  guardians 
becoming  gainfully  employed.  Because  of  the  commit¬ 
ments  of  concerned  individuals  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  community,  family  unity  seemingly  is 
becoming  stronger.  Families,  because  of  Peoples’  min¬ 


istry,  are  able  to  better  provide  for  their  needs  in  earn¬ 
ing  a  living,  even  at  minimum-wage  jobs. 

Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  helps 

Some  people  know  him  as  “the  telephone  man."  To 
his  friends  and  neighbors,  he's  the  guy  with  the  big 
heart  and  a  helping  hand.  To  his  family,  he's  the  father 
with  a  “tough  love”  approach,  a  grandfather  with  a  gen¬ 
erous  spirit,  and  a  father-in-law  who  cares.  His  doctor 
calls  him  "cat." 

“That’s  ’cat’  with  nine  lives,”  smiles  Fred  Morrison. 

The  75-year-old  retired  telephone  repair  and  instal¬ 
lation  employee  has  indeed  survived  the  odds.  The 
three-time  heart  attack  victim,  who  found  himself  at 
death's  door  at  least 
twice,  is  also  bat- 
ding  diabetes,  high 
blood  pressure  and 
the  ongoing  temp¬ 
tation  to  stray  from 
a  diet  without  salt 
or  sugar. 

"These  days  I’m 
not  supposed  to  do 
too  much,  not  even 
walking,"  says 
Morrison,  whose 
wife  of  43  years  died 
several  years  ago. 

"But  I  am  grateful  to 
be  here,  and  feel 
pretty  good.  I'm  on 
medications  and 
treatments  to 
decrease  the  fluid  around  my  heart.  If  I  become  short 
of  breath,  I  know  that  I  have  to  get  to  the  hospital  right 
away." 

A  sedentary  lifestyle  is  not  easy  for  Morrison.  The 
hard  working,  highly  active  New  Orleans  native  put  in 
more  than  32  years  with  the  telephone  company  and 
almost  as  many  years  doing  things  around  his  home 
and  neighborhood.  “Carpentry,  electrical  work,  plumb¬ 
ing,  roofing  -  you  name  it,  I  did  it.  Everything  except 
television  repair,”  he  laughs. 

And  sometimes,  you  have  to  let  others  help  you.  For 
Morrison,  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  at  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  proved  a  blessing  twice 
in  his  lifetime. 

“Seventeen  years  ago,  the  fund  was  there  to  help  my 
son  and  his  wife  when  my  grandson  was  born,”  he 
recalls.  “They  were  a  young  couple,  with  a  limited 

See  GOOD  SAMARITAN,  page  8 
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Mission  Center  needs  holiday  food 


The  Baton  Rouge  Mission 
Center  needs  food! 

The  cupboard  is  bare. 

The  center  especially  could 
use  more  cereal,  canned 
fruit  and  canned  tomato 
products.  This  is  critical  as 
Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  approach. 

Genny  Mandujano, 
director,  thanks  every 
church  for  past  help  and 


support. 

Jackson  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Vacation 
Bible  School  offering  was  a 
food  offering.  VBS  Director 
Linda  Courtney  learned  of 
the  shortage  of  foodstuffs 
and  encouraged  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  donate  needed 
items,  which  were  placed  at 
the  altar. 

The  Mission  Center  is 


also  requesting  help  in 
installing  a  set  of  doors  for 
handicap  access.  The  doors 
and  hardware  have  been 
purchased.  To  help,  contact 
the  center  at  225-355-0702. 

Mandujano  reports  that 
18  of  the  64  district  church¬ 
es  are  now  supporting  the 
Mission  Center,  which  is 
located  at  4643  Winbourn 
in  Baton  Rouge. 


VBS  Director 
Linda 
Courtney 
encouraged 
her  students  to 
bring  food  to 
the  church 
upon  learning 
of  the  short¬ 
age  at  the 
Baton  Rouge 
Mission 
Center. 


Get  ready  for  2001 
Mission  In  Motion! 

Start  collecting  now  for  Mission  in 
Motion  2001,  which  will  begin  its  new 
year  in  February  in  Baton  Rouge.  Henry 
and  Mary  Ann  Burton  will  serve  as  2001 
MIM  coordinators  for  the  district. 

The  MIM  trailer  will  again  arrive  in 
Baton  Rouge  in  February.  The  exact  date 
will  be  announced  before  the  arrival. 

The  Burtons  ask  that  each  church 
start  collecting  items  for  the  kits.  They 
report  that  needed  items  are  flood  buck¬ 
ets,  health  kits  and  layettes.  The 
Burtons  emphasize  that  donors 
“remember  to  conform  to  the  sizes  and 
number  of  items  listed.  This  is  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  customs  regulations  and  also 
allows  all  recipients  to  feel  equally  val¬ 
ued  and  loved.” 

Smith  featured 
as  "Unsung  Hero" 
in  BR  newspaper 

John  Smith  is  heralded  as  a  willing 
volunteer  in  the  Religion  section  of  The 
Advocate  in  Baton  Rouge. 

No  stranger  to  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  Smith  is  the  new  District 
Ministry  Team  Chairman  and  co-repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  1000  Club. 

Volunteering  is  a  major  part  of 
Smith’s  life.  His  service  includes 
Volunteer  Baton  Rouge,  VolunTEENS, 
Academic  Distinction,  Community 
Action  for  Children  and  the  district  min¬ 
istry  team  for  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Smith 
credits  his  mother  with  instilling  the 
value  of  community  and  nurturing  his 
giving  spirit. 

“Volunteer  work  is  not  a  hassle,” 
Smith  told  the  reporter.  “It’s  just  some¬ 
thing  that  you  can  use  for  fun  and 
enjoyment  like  any  other  hobby.” 

Just  like  any  other  Louisiana  United 
Methodist,  Smith  has  been  given  only  24 
hours  each  day.  The  difference  comes  in 
the  way  he  chooses  to  use  that  time.  He 
has  a  wife  and  a  15-year-old  daughter, 
many  friends  and  he  works  full  time 
with  Exxon  during  the  day.  Smith  invests 
his  free  time,  as  he  says,  "helping  peo¬ 
ple." 

“You  can’t  do  everything  yourself,” 
Smith  admitted.  "But  the  best  kind  of 
work  is  when  you  help  other  people  lift 
themselves  up.” 

The  Advocate  article  was  published 
in  the  Aug.  12  edition. 


An  Alabama  youth  choir  performed  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Gonzales  as 
part  of  their  summer  tour. The  Louisiana  church  treated  their  visitors  to  a  jambalaya 
dinner.  In  return,  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  Youth  Choir  from  Birmingham, 
shared  the  gospel  in  music  and  drama. 


Gonzales  hosts  Ala.  youth  choir 

Jambalaya  was  part  of  the  warm  Louisiana  welcome  that  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gonzales,  extended  to  the  Asbury  Youth  Choir  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Newly  appointed  pastor  the  Rev.  Gary  Willis  answered  District  Missioner 
LaMarylis  Cotten’s  call  to  host  the  Alabama  youth  as  part  of  their  summer  choir  tour. 
Willis  and  Youth  Leader  Veronica  Pritchard  made  the  local  arrangements.  The  youth 
of  the  church  assisted  in  serving  the  jambalaya  meal  with  trimmings  to  the  touring 
choir. 

The  35-member  Alabama  choir  shared  the  gospel  with  music  and  drama.  After 
the  meal  and  performance,  choir  members  joined  the  youth  and  visitors  for  refresh¬ 
ments.  They  continued  their  trip  with  performances  in  New  Orleans  and  several 
cities  in  Texas. 

“The  Alabama  choir  did  a  wonderful  job  as  they  performed  with  vigor,  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  spiritual  uplift,”  said  Cotten. 

Mary  G.  Burton,  district  outreach  leader,  commended  the  pastor,  youth  leader 
and  congregation  of  First,  Gonzales  for  their  hospitality  to  the  Alabama  group. 


Volunteer  team 
to  groom,  grow  at 
Mount  Sequoyah 

BY  LYNN  SHEEHAN 

DISTRICT  COMMUNICATION  ADVISOR 

The  first  project  was  so  rewarding, 
they  are  doing  it  again! 

LaMarylis  Smith  Cotten,  Baton 
Rouge  District  missioner,  and  her  sister, 
Patsy  Smith  Shmutz,  program  director 
of  North  Cross  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  will  lead  a 
Volunteers  in  Mission  team  to  Mount 
Sequoyah  for  the  second  year. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  is  $170, which 
includes  a  $50  contribution  toward 
landscaping  and  construction  materials. 
The  trip  will  last  from  Oct.  29-Nov.  3. 

“Last  year  was  so  much  fun  and  16 
Louisianians  and  19  Missourians  did  a 
lot  of  work,”  said  Cotten. 

“We  cleared  the  property  of  old  brush 
and  pruned  and  shaped  the  bushes.  We 
raked  the  fallen  leaves  and  erected  fall 
displays  of  hay,  chrysanthemum  and 
pumpkins  all  around  the  campus. 

“We  fixed  Wesley  Building’s  air  condi¬ 
tioning  and  wallpapered  the  offices.  We 
ate  the  fantastic  food  prepared  by  the 
best  of  chefs,  and  toured  some  of  the 
area.” 

The  sisters  promise  that  this  year  will 
be  even  better.  They  have  planned  tours, 
free  time  and  lots  of  food.  Work  will 
include  landscaping  again  and  some 
minor  building  repairs. 

Volunteers  will  worship  together  and 
play  and  enjoy  the  company  of  United 
Methodists  in  connection  while  assist¬ 
ing  in  the  maintenance  and  good 
grooming  of  the  jurisdictional  retreat 
center. 

To  register  or  for  more  information, 
contact  Cotten  at  225-296-0668;  or  Rev. 
Larry  Norman  at  225-  346-1646.  The 
team  will  depart  early  Sunday,  Oct.  29, 
and  return  Friday,  Nov.  3. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Lynn  Sheehan 
RO.  Box  350 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225)  634-7810 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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When  an  apportionment  has  a  face 


BY  REV.  TRACY  MACKENZIE 

I  stared  at  her  for  what  seemed  to  be 
a  long  time.  As  I  walked  down  the  hall, 
there  were  pictures  of  her,  a  young 
woman  with  a  dream.  If  I  heard  her 
name  once,  I  heard  it  a  thousand  times 
throughout  the  week.  Her  reputation  in 
the  city  is  beyond  compare.  First,  there 
was  the  woman  at  the  desk  in  the  hotel, 
2Vz  hours  away.  “Of  course  I  have  heard 
of  her,’’  she  said.  And,  of  course,  she  was 
known  in  the  big  downtown  church  of 
the  city.  Then  there  was  the  woman  in 
the  parking  lot  of  Wal-Mart.  “Sure,  I 
know  her  ...  why,  I  have  been  down  there 
and  helped  out  from  time  to  time.”  And, 
then,  there  was  the  middle-aged  man  in 
the  deli  line  of  the  grocery  store.  “Know 
her?  Why  I  used  to  live  in  a  tenement 
across  the  sUeet  from  her  building.” 

“She”  the  real  Lydia  Patterson  has 
been  dead  for  many  years  now.  But,  she 
did  not  die  before  she  made  an  indelible 
mark  on  the  community  of  El  Paso  and 
thousands  of  lives  of  young  men  and 
women  of  fuarez,  Mexico.  Her  dream,  to 
build  a  school  whose  primary  mission 
would  be  to  teach  English  as  a  second 
language  in  the  impoverished  children 
of  Juarez,  lives  on  the  corner  of  Fourth 
Street,  and  Florence  in  downtown  El 
Paso,  six  blocks  from  the  border  of  the 
City  of  Juarez. 

What  once  must  have  been  a  meager, 
modest  effort  to  help  the  children  of 
Juarez,  has  grown  to  a  rather  bustling 
well-equipped  school  of  300  young  men 
and  women.  Today,  the  school  is  a  fully 
accredited  high  school  and  “her”  stu¬ 
dents  excel  academically,  athletically 
and  spiritually.  Their  faces  are  faces  of 
help,  new  life  and  love. 

The  staff?  The  staff  is  superb,  inspira¬ 
tional!  They  are,  as  most  teachers,  not 
paid  nearly  the  money  that  they  are 

District  hosts 
UMW  annual 
gathering 

“Let  God’s  Light  Shine 
from  Earthen  Vessels”  was 
the  theme  of  the  27th  annu¬ 
al  meeting  of  Louisiana 
Conference  United 
Methodist  Women. 

The  meeting  was  held  at 
First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles. 

Conference  President  Eloise 
Sanders  presided.  Dr.  Dana 
Robert,  professor  of  world 
mission  at  Boston 
University  School  of 
Theology,  was  keynote 
speaker. 

Reports  on  national  mis¬ 
sion  projects  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  were 
presented.  More  than  400  heard  inspira¬ 
tional  messages  from  the  Rev.  Elizabeth 
Northen,  pastor  of  Oakdale  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Marvette 
Thomas,  pastor  of  Mallieu-Jones  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  Rev.  Doug  de 
Graffenried,  pastor  of  First  United 


worth,  but  to  the  one,  everyone,  every 
staff  person  with  whom  we  talked  (and 
there  were  at  least  a  dozen),  beamed 
with  pride  about  “old”  Lydia  Patterson. 
And  they  all  fully  believed  that  “her” 
vision  is  their  goal  nearly  100  years  later. 
Their  faces  are  faces  of  help,  new  life  and 
love. 

Yes,  my  friends,  Lydia  Patterson  has  a 
face!  And,  what  a  face,  indeed: 

They  are  young  men  and  women 
achieving  and  accomplishing  academic, 
athletic  and  spiritual  goals. 

They  are  young  men  and  women  who 
sacrifice  to  achieve  these  goals  (often, 
these  students  take  one  or  two  buses, 
walk  across  the  border  bridge,  and  pay 
up  to  $20  per  month  to  cross  the  border 
daily.  And,  there  is  a  93  percent  atten¬ 
dance  rate!) 

They  are  young  men  and  women 
who,  once  they  leave  LPI,  return  so  that 
they  can  give  back  to  their  school  and 
their  communities. 

They  are  young  men  and  women  who 
are  polite,  courteous,  helpful,  caring  of 
and  for  one  another. 

Such  is  the  face  of  Lydia  Patterson 
today.  I  gaze  into  the  face  of  the  molten 
bronzed  bust  and  I  see  the  eyes  of  a 
visionary,  whose  kindness,  boldness  and 
compassion,  whose  Christian  spirit  and 
servanthood,  has  made  a  large  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  many. 

It  is  the  summer.  Giving  always  seems 
to  dip  in  the  summer.  Apportioned 
items  sometimes  seem  to  be  set  aside, 
but,  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
beyond  every  apportioned  dollar  in  our 
church  budgets,  there  is  a  face,  a  heart,  a 
mind  and  a  soul  that  depends  upon  us 
to  make  a  difference  in  their  life  and  in 
the  lives  of  others. 

For  many  days  to  come,  I  will  see  the 
face  of  Lydia  Patterson. 


Barbara  Lemming  was  in  charge  of  the 
music. 

Jeri  Dommert,  Lake  Charles  District 
president,  served  as  task  group  chairper¬ 
son  for  the  event  and  was  assisted  by  co¬ 
chair  Joyce  Hazel.  Tammie  Mayo  and 
Eleanor  Moffett  were  in  charge  of  local 
arrangements.  Jane  Reynolds  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  local  unit. 


Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles. 


Lueg,  92,  still  active  in  ministry 


BY  REV.  JAMES  SPITZKEIT 
FIRST  UMC,  LAKE  CHARLES 

"Let  us  run  with  perseverance  the 
race  marked  out  for  us.  ” 

While  there  is  some  dispute  over 
who  actually  wrote  the  book  of 
Hebrews,  this  famous  verse  could  easi¬ 
ly  be  attributed  to  Dr.  Carl  Lueg.  Still  in 
active  ministry,  Lueg,  or  Carl  as  he 
prefers  to  be  called,  celebrated  his 
92nd  birthday  and  68  years  of  ministry 
on  July  31. 

Born  in  1908  in  McComb,  Miss., 
Lueg  is  a  graduate  of  Centenary 
College  and  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas,  where  he  earned 
his  master  of  divinity  degree  in  1932. 

In  the  fall  of  1932  he  entered  into 
full-time  ministry  with  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  serving  his  first 
appointment  in  Delhi.  Other  appoint¬ 
ments  include  Slidell,  Hammond, 
Natchitoches,  Homer,  New  Orleans 


and  Lake  Charles,  plus  two  full  terms 
as  district  superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans  and  Shreveport  districts.  Lueg 
received  a  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Centenary  College  in  1953  and 
continues  to  serve  on  the  college’s 
board. 

Since  “official”  retirement  in  1978 
Lueg  has  served  tirelessly  on  the  staff  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church-Lake 
Charles,  first  as  associate  minister,  then 
minister  of  visitation,  and  now  pastor 
emeritus,  for  a  total  of  32  years  in  Lake 
Charles. 

Every  weekday  at  8  a.m.  at  the 
offices  of  First  Methodist  Church,  you 
will  get  a  smile  and  a  cheerful  hello 
from  Lueg  as  he  checks  in  before  mak¬ 
ing  his  rounds  to  hospitals,  nursing 
homes  and  shut-ins.  Lueg  is  truly  a 
part  of  the  “great  cloud  of  witnesses” 
that  surround  us,  and  a  “tall  timber”  of 
Louisiana  Methodism. 


D.S.  lauds  Mission  in  Motion  progress 


BY  REV.  DOUGLAS  M.  EZELL 
DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT 

Mission  in  Motion  is  alive  and  well  in 
the  Lake  Charles  District.  Generosity 
and  abundance  are  die  words  to 
describe  the  response  to  the  need  for 
health  kits  at  Sager  Brown. 

Even  when  the  plans  for  transition  of 
the  trailer  from  one  location  to  another 
don’t  work  out  as  planned,  God  has  a 
plan.  An  “ox  in  the  ditch”  simply  means 
a  call  to  action  in  the  hearts  of  our  lay¬ 
men  and  clergy.  A  phone  call  to  two  eld¬ 
ers,  JonTellifero  and  Wilson  Brent,  and 
what  looked  like  being  dead  in  the  water 
becomes  a  ship  under  sail  once  again. 
Jon  got  two  laymen  to  put  us  back  in 
motion.  Robert  Bennett,  a  timberman, 
moved  us  from  Jennings  to  DeRidder, 
and  Jerry  Vaughan,  a  businessman,  got 
us  located  in  Lake  Charles.  Then,  the 
truck  was  full.  How  do  we  get  it  from 
here  in  Lake  Charles  to  Sager  Brown  and 
back?  Another  phone  call  and  Wilson 
Brent  was  the  man  of  the  hour.  He  called 
upon  a  Presbyterian  layman,  Ed  Daniels 
from  Welsh,  who  gave  us  his  driver  and 
truck  for  a  day.  Now  Fred  Stumpf  has 


come  through  with  the  means  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  final  leg  of  our  month  with  the 
Mission  in  Motion  trailer  in  our  district. 

What  a  response  in  giving.  What  a 
response  to  need  -  both  ours  and  the 
need  for  care  around  the  world.  What 
love  and  commitment  to  ministry  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  can  only  applaud 
and  feel  blessed  to  be  a  part  of  a  com¬ 
munity  of  faith  that  gives  from  the  heart 
and  bears  one  another’s  burdens. 

Thanks  to  George  Murphy  for  getting 
us  off  and  running.  Thanks,  Lake 
Charles  District,  for  a  job  well  done. 
Thanks  for  all  the  small  and  large  deeds 
that  filled  the  truck  to  capacity  and  our 
hearts  to  overflowing  with  joy. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Constance  Handy 
2706  Walden  Dr.' 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 
(337)  474-4187 
handyjrr@aol.com 
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Man  of  the  Year 

Joe  Kelley,  left, 
received  the  2000 
Charles  Goodgame 
United  Methodist  Men 
Man  of  the  Year 
Award.  A  dedicated 
member  of  St. 
Francisville  United 
Methodist  Church,  he 
became  president  of 
the  Conference  UMM 
this  past  Annual 
Conference.  He  is  pic¬ 
tured  with  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Harold  Babin 
in  front  of  the  church. 


Meeting  to  celebrate  pastoral  care  week 


The  chaplain  was  called  when  Janies 
collapsed  into  tears.  James’  debilitating 
illness  and  his  age  left  him  with  the 
awareness  that  death  would  soon  be  a 
reality.  He  was  estranged  from  himself, 
from  God  and  from  his  son  and  troubled 
about  dying.  The  chaplain  was  able  to 
hear  the  story  of  James’  life. 

He  was  the  son  of  a  farmer.  At  18,  he 
entered  World  War  II  as  a  combat  soldier. 
He  returned  to  become  a  husband  and  a 
father,  but  the  fighting  had  traumatized 
him.  James  had  emerged  from  the  terror 
of  war  with  his  physical  self  intact  but 
was  now  fearing  that  he  had  left  his  spir¬ 
itual  self  behind.  With  the  support  of  the 
chaplain,  James  began  to  find  healing 
for  his  life  and  freedom  for  his  spirit.  He 


approached  death  at  peace  with  himself 
and  reconciled  with  his  son  and  family. 

The  story  is  an  example  of  “Valuing 
Each  Person  Wholly,”  the  theme  of  this 
year’s  Pastoral  Care  Week,  Oct.  22-29. 

Pastoral  caregivers  can  be  catalysts  in 
healing  even  when  no  physical  cure  is 
possible,  said  Chaplain  Rev.  Judith 
Matherne. 

Area  clergy  are  invited  to  meet  with 
chaplains  Oct.  27,  8:30-9:30am,  in  the 
hospital  auditorium  at  Our  Lady  of  the 
Lake  Regional  Medical  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  topic  is  “Pastoral  Support  in 
Death  and  Dying:  The  Role  of  the 
Chaplain  and  Pastor.”  To  register,  call  the 
Pastoral  Care  Office  at  (225)  765-8896. 


Young  Leaders  Conference  and 

Training 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 

A  United  Methodist  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal 

2350  Methodist  Parkway  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana  71485 
1-318-449-4500 

November  19-22,  2000 

Sponsored  By: 

Volunteers  in  Mission  and  Conference  Youth  Ministries 

Each  local  church  is  asked  to  elect  through  its  Administrative  Board  or  Council  two  youth  (High  School  -  Sophomore  or 
Junior)  who  show  leadership  capabilities  and  have  mission  interest.  The  Young  Leaders  Conference  and  Training  is 
designed  to  help  develop  their  potential  and  enlarge  their  knowledge  of  mission  and  ministry  in  their  local  church  and 
school.  The  local  churches  are  asked  to  bear  the  cost  of  $140.00  (meals,  lodging  and  fees)  for  these  youth  elected  to  attend. 

For  further  information  please  contact:  Carolyn  Dove  Larry  Norman 

225-346-1646  ext.  225  225-346-1646  ext.  222 

888-239-5286  ext.  225  888-239-5286  ext.  222 

Due  to  limited  space:  Completed  registration  forms  and  payments  will  be 

accepted  on  a  first  come  -  first  serve 
basis. 

Sessions  begin  on:  Sunday,  November  19^,  2000  at  5:00  PM 
And  conclude  on:  Wednesday.  November  22nc(  2000  at  1 1 :30  AM 

VIM  Youth  Steering  Committee  Members  are: 

Ms.  Breanna  Betts 
Mr.  Daniel  Carr 
Ms.  Marcia  Clark 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Dove 

Featured  Presenters: 

Danton  Bankay,  from  New  York 
Rev.  Jeremy  Bassett,  from  Church  of  the  Servant,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Registration  form  and  fee  of  $140.00  must  be  received  by  November  5^,  2000. 


Mr.  Matt  Jacobs 
Mr.  Woody  Jacocks 
Rev.  Larry  Norman 
Ms.  Megan  Saucier 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 

OCTOBER 

13-14 

Order  of  Deacons  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

13-15 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Singles  Training  Event 

Mount  Sequoyah 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

13-15 

Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  Track  One 

La.  Conference  Center 

13-22 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Havana,  Cuba 

14 

Conference  Ministry  Team 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

14 

Service  of  Covenant  for  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

14 

Convocation  of  Boards 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

15 

Laity  Sunday 

17-18 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

Headquarters  Building, 
Baton  Rouge 

21 

UMW  District  Elected  Leaders  Training 

La,  Conference  Center 

21- 

Conference  Board  of  Laity 

La.  Conference  Center 

22 

Special  Offering,  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

22 

Disability  Awareness  and  Advocacy  Day 

22-24 

Retirees  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

23-24 

Children&Poverty  Event:  Families  in  Crisis 

First  UMC,  Alexandria 

29-Nov.  3 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Mount  Sequoyah 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

31 

Tri-District  Percept  Training  for  Monroe,  Ruston 
and  Shreveport 

First  UMC,  West  Monroe 

NOVEMBER 

2-5 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

3-4 

Volunteers  in  Mission  Celebration  2000 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

10-11 

W.T.  Handy  Convocation:  Strengthening  the 

Black  Church 

Dillard  University,  N.O. 

CONFERENCE  HEALTH  BENEFITS  NOTICE 


The  Louisiana  Conference  health  benefit  program  provides  for  an  annual  open  enrollment 
period  each  October. 

This  means  that  any  active  clergy  or  full-time  lay  employee  of  the  church  who  is  not 
presently  in  the  health  benefits  program  may  elect  coverage  or  change  coverage  under  the 
plan  for  themselves  and  their  eligible  dependant(s).  The  October  open  enrollment  period  is  for 
coverage  effective  Jan.  1,  subject  to  an  18-month  pre-existing  condition  limitation.  For  informa¬ 
tion  and  an  enrollment  packet,  call  Sherri  LeBlanc,  assistant  insurance  officer,  at  225-346- 
1646,  ext.  202. 


PR.IM  £  T IM  EkS 

UMCOR  Sager-Brown 

Baldwin,  Louisiana 
October  29  -  November  4,  2000 

Come  and  enjoy  a  week  of  learning  about  the  Mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  at  Sager-Brown  through  hands-on  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  Disaster  Relief  Depot  and  life  -  then  and  now  -  on  Louisiana's 

“Cajun  Coast.” 

You  will  enjoy  true  Southern  Hospitality  with  a  fully  hosted  trip. 

You  will  experience  and  learn  about:  The  African-American  Culture  of  south- 
central  Louisiana  and  about  Sager-Brown's  role  in  it  since  1867; 

The  local  Cajun  Culture,  Cuisine  and  Entertainment; 

The  Native  Americans  of  South  Louisiana; 

And  Much,  MUCH  MORE! 

As  time  permits,  we  may: 

Visit  a  Sugar  Mill  to  see  how  cane  is  made  into  sugar; 

Visit  the  oldest  Rice  Mill  in  the  United  States; 

Tour  an  Elegant  Southern  Plantation  Home; 

Visit  the  Tabasco  Plant  and  adjacent  Jungle  Gardens  at  Avery  Island. 
$290  Per  Person  (Double  Occupancy)  Includes:  Meals,  Lodging, 
Insurance  and  Local  Transportation 
SO:  "Laissez  le  Bon  Temps  Rouler!" 

Come  with  us,  and  Let  the  Good  Times  Roll! 

Contact:  Program  Coordinator,  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  for  more 

details. 

337/923-6238  or  Write:  P.  O.  Box  850,  Baldwin,  LA  70514 


October  1 3, 2000 
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IN  BRIEF 

Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


Agency  will  provide  computer  technology  to  entire  church 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  -  United  Methodist  Communications  has  signed  an  agreement 
with  computer  giant  Microsoft  Corp.  to  give  the  denomination  an  easier  way  to 
finance  its  technology  needs. 

The  arrangement  enables  UMCom  to  consolidate  the  entire  purchasing  volume  of 
computer  products  for  the  denomination.  The  agency  will  provide  computer  prod¬ 
ucts  at  a  reduced  price  to  churches, 
annual  conferences,  boards,  agen¬ 
cies,  schools  and  other  ministries. 
The  partnership  began  with  the 
launch  of  a  software  store  at 
www.umcom.org/microsoft  on  the 
Internet. 

Commission  looks 
at  improving  2004 
General  Conference 

ROSEMONT,  Ill.  -  "It's  broken.  Fix 
it!"  That's  the  advice  of  a  United 
Methodist  who  was  quoted  during  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  group  planning 
the  next  General  Conference  in  2004. 

The  19-member  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  agreed  an 
urgent  need  exists  for  improving  the 
church's  top  legislative  assembly, 
which  brings  nearly  1,000  delegates 
together  every  four  years.  Problems 
identified  during  the  meeting 
include  increasing  costs  and  expec¬ 
tations,  and  multiple  assumptions 
about  the  10-day  assembly. 
Commission  members  voted  to  call  a 
meeting  of  groups  and  individuals 
who  are  responsible  for  various 
aspects  of  the  conference.  They  also 
agreed  to  create  an  interactive  Web 
site  to  collect  opinions  from  former 
delegates,  bishops  and  other  inter¬ 
ested  people. 


Thatcher:  Churches,  parents  hold  keys  to  beating  social  ills 

JACKSON,  Miss.  -  Government  programs  will  not  solve  the  social  problems  facing 
the  United  States,  said  former  British  Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher.  "It  is  easier 
to  get  the  economy  right  than  to  cure  a  behavioral  problem,  and  you  have  a  behav¬ 
ioral  problem,"  Thatcher  told  a  capacity  audience  at  United  Methodist-related 
Millsaps  College  last  month. 

She  spoke  in  favor  of  parents  being  home  when  their  children  arrive  from  school 
and  pointed  to  the  problems  associated  with  single-parent  families.  Thatcher,  whose 
father  was  a  Methodist  preacher,  cited  church  attendance  as  a  key  factor  in  keeping 
families  together. 

"Churchgoers  are  more  likely  to  be  married.  Church  attendance  is  a  most  impor¬ 
tant  predictor  of  marital  stability,"  she  said. 

Commission  members  object  to  sale  of  church  records 

BALTIMORE  -  Interested  in  collecting  old  church  records?  How  about  Sunday 
school  pins,  commemorative  church  plates  or  cookbooks?  Try  eBay,  the  Internet  auc¬ 
tion  site. 

Although  not  on  the  formal  agenda  of  the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  at  its  Sept.  22-23  meeting,  the  auctioning  of  church  membership 
and  baptismal  records  surfaced  as  a  concern  for  some  of  the  agency's  directors  and 
staff. 

Pins,  plates  and  cookbooks  are  fair  game,  it  was  agreed,  but  church  membership 
records  belong  to  the  church  and  not  to  individuals  and  placing  them  on  the  auction 
block  is  improper. 

The  situation  usually  arises  in  small  membership  churches  where  the  person  in 
charge  of  records  keeps  the  materials  at  home.  Eventually  they  are  found  by  family 
members  clearing  out  a  residence. 

Purchasers  of  the  records  likely  are  to  be  involved  in  genealogy  or  baptism 
research.  In  at  least  one  instance,  a  commission  member,  seeing  the  eBay  listings, 
located  the  purchaser,  who  willingly  turned  the  records  over. 
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A  UMNS  photo  by  Roberta  Pierce 


PICKING  UP  --  Seven-year-old  Holly  picks 
up  debris  in  the  preschool  playground  at 
Faith  Community  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Xenia,  Ohio,  after  a  tornado  struck  the 
church  Sept.  20.  Almost  exactly  one  year 
ago,  church  members  celebrated  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  $2.1  million  in  renovations  and 
additions  to  their  building. 


WORLD  WATCH 


United  Methodists  take  on  children's  concerns 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)—  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nigeria  has  followed  the  lead  of  the  denomination's  bishops  in 
launching  an  initiative  on  children  and  poverty.  Bishop  Done 
Peter  Dabale  -  in  Evanston  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  -  said  the  church  has  begun 
building  an  orphanage  in  Jalingo,  where  it  also  has  a  primary  and  sec¬ 
ondary  school.  "We  need  to  build  about  four  (orphanages),"  he  added.  Children  and 
youth  are  an  important  component  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Nigeria.  Of 
its  392,000  members,  Dabale  said,  80  percent  are  under  30  years  old. 

UMCOR  receives  $6  million  for  Armenia  work 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  entered 
into  a  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International  Development  to  bring 
improved  health  care  and  social  services  to  impoverished  people  in  Armenia. 

The  partnership  brings  a  $6  million  USAID  grant  to  help  fund  the  UMCOR  initia¬ 
tive.  While  more  than  a  million  people  already  have  been  served  by  UMCOR  min¬ 
istries  in  Armenia,  the  new  grant  allows  the  agency  to  further  expand  its  witness. 
Under  the  partnership,  several  organizations,  including  UMCOR,  will  work  together 
to  create  a  system  that  responds  to  the  immediate  health  and  social  service  needs  of 
poor  people  and  begins  to  develop  a  framework  for  continuing  efforts  by  the 
Armenians  themselves. 


UMNS  photo 

WATCHING  AND  WAITING  --  A  group  of  children  watch  as  United  Methodist  Church  offi¬ 
cials  dedicate  a  new  orphanage  in  Kinshasa,  the  capital  of  the  Democratic  Republic  of 
Congo. The  children  will  live  in  the  building  once  it  is  completed. 
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'A  portion  ment  for  others' 

College  student  learns  to  seek  God's  will 


It  is  August  and  your  room  is  empty, 
and  your  car  is  full  of  boxes.  You  stand 
in  the  driveway  of  the  home  you  have 
always  known,  and  kiss  your  Mom  and 
Dad  goodbye.  As  you  climb  into  the  car, 
Dad  asks  if  you  have  enough  gas,  and 
Mom  says  not  to  forget  who  you  are. 
Their  image  is  becoming  smaller  in  the 
rearview  mirror,  and  the  tears  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  form  in  the  comer  of  your  eyes. 
You  find  yourself  repeating  your  moth¬ 
er’s  words  in  your  head,  like  a  whispered 
prayer.  So  many  emotions  are  pulling  at 
your  heart.  You  are  sad  about  leaving 
your  hometown,  family,  and  friends. 

You  are  anticipating  the  near  future,  and 
you  are  having  second  thoughts  about 
your  direction.  You  relate  your  life  to  the 
interstate  you  are  currently  driving  on. 
For  you  are  on  your  way  to  begin  a  new 
chapter  of  your  life.  You  are  traveling  an 
unfamiliar  road,  but  you  realize  you  are 
not  the  driver.  In  a  short  amount  of  time 
you  will  face  new  people,  a  new  setting, 
and  a  new  lifestyle.  Yes,  it  can  only  be 
college. 

Before  I  came  to  Centenary  College 
many  upperclassmen  had  prepared  me 
for  the  challenging  religion  courses  I 
would  face  as  a  Christian  Education 
major  -  therefore,  I  was  determined  not 
begin  my  college  career  vulnerable  in 
my  faith.  I  started  out  strong,  guarding 
my  faith  and  seeking  God’s  will  for  my 
life.  I  became  involved  in  the  Church 
Careers  program  and  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Movement.  I  was  on 
fire  for  Christ,  and  I  had  the  attendance 
in  the  programs  to  prove  it.  After  several 
weeks  of  religion  classes,  cafeteria  food, 
and  nightly  trips  to  Wal-Mart,  I  slowly 
began  making  sure  my  own  will  was 
done  instead  of  God’s.  In  the  beginning, 
I  thought  it  was  smart  to  guard  my  faith, 
and  I  was  proud  to  say  it  was  a  goal  of 
mine.  However,  when  one  guards  his 
faith,  he  is  not  only  trying  to  protect  it 
from  being  broken,  but  he  is  also  not 
allowing  for  any  spiritual  growth.  My 
faith  and  my  heart  were  not  involved, 
and  I  began  to  struggle,  slowly  falling  to 
my  knees  before  God. 

Once  I  realized  I  needed  to  get  back 
to  seeking  God’s  will,  I  began  going  to 
UMSM  with  a  faith  willing  and  yearning 
for  growth.  The  faith  community  that 


Valerie  Olsen 


“When  one  guards  his 
faith,  he  is  not  only  try¬ 
ing  to  protect  it  from 
being  broken,  but  he  is 
also  not  allowing  for  any 
spiritual  growth.” 

surrounded  me  through  the  campus 
ministry  program  helped  me  to  find  God 
and  myself  once  again.  I  was  broken, 
and  this  ministry  helped  restore  my 
faith. 

Campus  ministry  creates  a  communi¬ 
ty  of  spiritual  peers  and  leaders  that  is 
essential  in  embracing  students  in  a 
Christ  like  manner.  College  is  filled  with 
so  many  trials.  The  pressure  of  dead¬ 
lines,  good  grades,  volunteering,  hard 
classes  and  parties  all  challenge  a  stu¬ 
dent’s  faith.  It  is  important  to  have  a 
ministry  that  allows  students  to  know 
they  are  not  alone  in  their  struggles. 

Paul  wrote  in  2  Corinthians  4-.  1, 
“Therefore,  since  through  God’s  mercy 
we  have  this  ministry,  we  do  not  lose 
heart.”  If  it  were  not  for  God,  campus 
ministry  would  not  exist,  and  if  it  were 
not  for  campus  ministry,  I  would  have  a 
lost  heart. 


Good  Samaritan  from  page  3 


income  who  couldn't  afford  the  hospi¬ 
tal  fees.  Methodist  extended  a  helping 
hand  to  someone  who  really  needed 
it." 

Recently,  Morrison  benefited  from 
die  fund  himself.  His  third  heart  attack 
resulted  in  a  two-week  intensive  care 
stay  and  considerable  expenses.  “I 
have  Medicare  and  secondary  health 
insurance,"  he  explains.  "But  that  sec¬ 
ondary  insurance  only  pays  50  percent 
of  what  Medicare  doesn't  cover,  and 
no  matter  what  anyone  thinks, 
Medicare  does  not  cover  everything. 
When  the  bills  are  up  in  the  $30,000 
and  $40,000  range,  you're  looking  at  a 
lot  of  money  from  your  pocket." 

"The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  at 
Methodist  Hospital  is  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  financial  assistance  for  individu¬ 
als  who  need  extra  help  in  the  time  of 
unusual  or  unexpected  difficulties," 
says  Chaplain  Paul  Durbin,  director  of 
pastoral  care  at  Methodist  Hospital. 
“Established  with  the  opening  of 
Methodist  Hospital  more  than  30  years 
ago,  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  has 
proved  to  be  an  economical  and  spiri¬ 
tual  gift  to  hundreds  of  individuals, 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Good 
Samaritan  Fund  provides  financial 
assistance  for  a  patient's  physical 
needs  while  our  prayers  and  counsel¬ 
ing  support  the  spiritual  aspects  of 
healing.” 

All  donations  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund  go  directly  to  finan¬ 
cial  assistance  to  those  who  demon¬ 
strate  eligibility  for  help. 
Unfortunately,  the  fund  only  offers 
partial  assistance  and  usually  does 
not  cover  all  the  charges  an  individ¬ 
ual  incurs  for  medical  services. 

“At  Methodist  Hospital,  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  well-being  of  the 
whole  patient,  physically,  emotionally 
and  spiritually,"  says  Methodist 
Chaplain  Judy  Nelson.  "As  ministers, 
we  know  that  a  strong  spiritual  foun¬ 
dation  can  open  the  doors  toward 
healing  and  recovery.  However,  wor¬ 
ries  about  financial  obligations  may 
add  sufficient  stress  to  impede  that 
recovery.  The  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
allows  us  an  additional  avenue  of  hope 
and  healing.” 


As  one  of  the  only  religious-based 
health-care  institutions  in  the  greater 
New  Orleans  area  and  one  of  few 
remaining  in  Louisiana,  Methodist 
Hospital  is  blessed  with  both  spiritual 
and  financial  support  from  individuals 
throughout  Louisiana. 

“A  special  thank  you  to  all  those  who 
have  donated  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  in  the  past  and  to  those  who  will 
assist  in  the  Oct.  22  offering,"  Chaplain 
Nelson  says.  "Your  support  is  vital  to 
continuing  this  aspect  of  the  Methodist 
Church's  ministry.  Please  remember 
Methodist  Hospital  and  its  thousands 
of  patients  with  a  financial  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund.  Your 
gift,  of  any  size,  will  help  the  lives  of 
many.  And  please  remember  the  hos¬ 
pital,  our  patients  and  their  families  in 
your  prayers.” 

Lafon  Home  comforts 

Many  take  the  litde  things  for  grant¬ 
ed.  Daily  activities  like  getting  dressed 
and  spending  leisure  hours  watching 
TV  may  seem  like  simple  things  to 
many.  These  mundane  things  may  not 
be  so  simple  for  elderly  people  who 
are  entrusted  to  the  care  of  a  nursing 
home.  That  is  why  Lafon  strives  to 
make  residents  as  comfortable  as  pos¬ 
sible. 

In  addition  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Sunday  offering,  Lafon  hosts  fundrais¬ 
ers  such  as  the  recent  “Jazzy  Night.” 

Lafon’s  annual  Buford  Jordan  Golf 
Tournament  is  scheduled  for 
December.  It’s  a  “four-man  scramble,” 
with  members  of  the  New  Orleans 
Saints  football  team  expected  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  For  information  on  how  to 
sign  up,  contact  Lafon  at  (504)  288- 
2314. 

The  following  is  an  additional  “wish 
list”  of  items  needed  at  Lafon  through¬ 
out  the  year: 

Television  for  dining  room 
Socks  for  men  and  women 
Electric  razors  for  men 
T-shirts  for  men  and  women 
Nightgowns  for  women 
Pictures  for  residents’  rooms 
Soap 
Towels 
Body  powder 

Checks,  payable  to  Lafon  Home,  UMC 


Families  in  Crisis,  Families  in  Faith  Conference  -  Oct.  23-24 

Location:  First  UMC,  Alexandria ,  LA 


This  conference  will  focus 
on  the  most  important  institu¬ 
tion  on  earth:  the  family.  In  a 
confused,  ever-changing 
world,  support  of  family  life 
becomes  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance.  Hear  and  share  ways  congrega¬ 
tions  can  be  more  proactive  and  effec¬ 
tive  as  carriers  of  this  wholeness. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Leonard  Sweet,  noted  author  and  United 
Methodist  preacher. 

Track  leaders  will  include  Dr.  Elbert 
Cole,  an  expert  in  elderly  research;  Sally 
Ann  Roberts,  anchor  at  Channel  4  News 
in  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Stanley  Copeland, 
renowned  preacher  and  author;  Dr.  Fred 


Smith,  an  expert  on  children 
and  firearms;  Richard  Stalder, 
secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Public  Safety 
and  Corrections;  and  Jake 
Hadley,  assistant  secretary, 
Louisiana  Office  for  Addictive  Disorders. 

Tracks  offered  will  cover  1)  Family 
Realities  Today,  2)  Spiritual  Poverty: 
The  Family’s  Ultimate  Challenge,  3) 
Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence,  4) 
Addictive  Behaviors:  #1  Disorder 
Impacting  Family  Life. 

Sign  up  today  and  bring  enough  peo¬ 
ple  from  your  church  to  cover  all  the 
tracks.  Watch  future  issues  of  Louisiana 
NOW! for  more  information. 


CJpoverty 

The  Bishops  Initiative^) 


& 


_  poverty. 

The  Bishops 


Families  in  Crisis  Conference 
October  23-24  •  First  UMC  Alexandria,  La. 
Pre-registration  is  encouraged 


Cost  of  $55  includes  choice  of  one  track,  four  meats,  and  a  bronze  cross  for  your  home 


Track  1 — Family  Realities  Today  _  Please  priori- 

Track  2— Spiritual  Poverty  _  tize  interests 

Track  3 — Beyond  a  Culture  of  Violence  _  by  ranking 

Track  4— Addictive  Behavior  _  12,3,4 

*Task  Force  will  strive  to  accommodate  your  choice 
Please  direct  any  questions  to  Joanne  White  at  (318)  443-1349 
Make  checks  payable  to  La.  Annual  Conference 
Mail  check  and  completed  registration  to:Eloise  Cox,  P.O.  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71342 


Presented  by 
Louisiana 
Conference  UMC 
Children  In  Need 
Task  Force 
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La.  students  receive  higher  education  funding 


More  than  100  students  from  through¬ 
out  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  are 
recipients  of  scholarships  and  loans  from 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

A  portion  of  the  funds  for  the  program 


come  from  the  United  Methodist  Student 
Day  Offering,  scheduled  this  year  for  Nov. 
26. 

In  1999,  $7.1  million  in  scholarships 
and  loans  were  awarded  to  4,600  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  United  States. 


$7.2  million  in  awards  are  antipated  by 
the  end  of  2000,  said  Executive  Director 
Angella  Current. 

A  list  of  this  year’s  recipients  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  can  be  found  on 
page  8. 


Get  down, 
get  down 

Erik  Mender  and 
Kaley  Wilkins  from 
St.  Charles  UMC 
youth  group  in 
Destrehan  get  jiggy 
in  the  music  work¬ 
shop  at  Fall 
Convocation/a  time 
to  reconnect  with 
others  from  around 
the  conference,' 
according  to 
Conference 
Youth  Director 
Carolyn  Dove. 


Youth  join 
for  fall  fun, 
celebration 

The  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  held  its  annual 
Fall  Convocation  this  month  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Wood- 
worth. 

“It’s  a  time  for  fun,  fellowship 
and  worship  -  to  reconnect  with 
others  from  around  the  confer¬ 
ence,”  said  Conference  Youth 
Director  Carolyn  Dove. 

Youth  from  churches  across 
the  state  engaged  in  workshops 
on  topics  ranging  from  missions 
to  music  presented  in  creative 
formats. 

Below  are  two  accounts  from 
youth  who  participated  in  the 
gathering. 

Heather  Bethley 

I  look  forward  to  Fall 
Convocation  every  year,  and  this 
year  was  great,  as  always. 

We  had  wonderful  work¬ 
shops,  including  music,  crafts, 
missions  and  Youth  Service  Fund 
monopoly.  In  these  workshops 
we  learned  new  songs,  made  fish 
key  chains  out  of  pipe  cleaners 
and  beads,  heard  wonderful  mis¬ 
sion  stories  and  got  a  chance  to 
play  a  YSF  version  of  Monopoly, 
where  the  “chance”  cards  were 
questions  about  the  YSF  and  var- 

See  YOUTH  page  3 


W.T.  Handy  Convocation  to  strengthen  black  churches 


Conference  leaders  will  convene  to 
explore  means  of  strengthening 
Louisiana’s  African-American  United 
Methodist  congregations  Nov.  10-11  at 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

The  W.T.  Handy  Convocation  is 
designed  to  supplement  locally  the 
General  Council  on  Ministry’s  national 
initiative  “Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  for  the  21st  Century,”  said  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  Conference  Special 


Ministries  coordinator. 

Convocation  attendees  will  be  able  to 
attend  workshops  on  tithing,  the  pastor- 
parish  relations  committee,  missions 
and  creative  spirituality. 

The  keynote  speaker  is  Dr.  Chester 
Jones,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and 
the  first  African-American  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Additionally,  three  separate  "tracks" 


will  address  church  needs  according  to 
size:  125  and  greater;  75-125;  and  less 
than  75,  Campbell  said. 

The  convocation  was  named  in  honor 
of  Bishop  W.T.  Handy,  an  African- 
American  native  of  Louisiana  who 
chaired  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  for  26  years  before 
being  elected  bishop. 

A  registration  form  can  be  found  on 
page  6. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Giving  Ourselves  Away 


What  is  it  about  us  that  makes  us 
want  to  be  perfect?  What  is  it  about  us 
that  makes  us  want  to  have  the  perfect 
life?  Why  do  we  think  that  if  we  never 
make  an  error,  or  never  suffer  a  hurt  or 
tragedy,  or  always  have  the  perfect  job 
setting  that  we  will  then  be  truly 
whole?  If  a  part  of  us  is  missing,  or  if 
our  perfection  is  questionable  then  we 
think  we  are  less  than  worthy.  If  our 
work  environment  is  more  challenging 
than  fulfilling,  then  we  think  we 
deserve  more  in  life  than  we  have. 

Rabbi  Harold  Kushner  tells  in  his 
book,  “How  Good  Do  We  Have  to  Be?” 
about  a  time  in  his  life  when  he  found 
a  part  of  himself  missing.  His  young 
son  had  died  and  he  was  faced  with 
preaching  a  sermon  on  Yom  Kippur, 
the  high,  holy  “Day  of  Atonement.” 

Because  of  his  own  journey 
through  pain  and  trauma,  he  took  as 
his  text  that  day  a  little  book  by  Shel 
Silverstein  called  “The  Missing  Piece.” 
The  story  of  the  missing  piece  basical¬ 
ly  is:  there  once  was  a  circle  that  was 
missing  a  piece.  A  large  triangular 
wedge  had  been  cut  out  of  it.  The  cir¬ 
cle  wanted  to  be  whole,  with  nothing 
missing,  so  it  went  around  looking  for 
its  missing  piece.  But  because  it  was 
incomplete,  it  could  only  roll  very 
slowly  as  it  rolled  through  the  world. 
As  it  rolled  slowly  it  admired  the  flow¬ 
ers,  chatted  with  butterflies  and 
enjoyed  the  sunshine. 

Along  the  way  it  found  lots  of 
pieces,  but  none  of  them  fit.  So  it  kept 
on  searching.  Then  one  day  it  found  a 
piece  that  fit  perfectly.  Now  it  could 
be  whole,  with  nothing  missing.  It 
incorporated  the  missing  piece  into 
itself  and  began  to  roll.  Now  that  it 
was  a  perfect  circle,  it  could  roll  very 
fast,  too  fast  to  notice  the  flowers  or 
talk  to  butterflies.  When  it  realized 
how  different  the  world  seemed  when 
it  rolled  through  it  so  quickly,  it 
stopped,  left  its  missing  piece  by  the 
side  of  the  road,  and  rolled  slowly 
away,  looking  for  the  original  missing 
piece. 

What  does  that  suggest?  In  some 
strange  way  it  says  we  are  more  whole 
when  we  are  missing  something, 


when  we  are 
incomplete. 
The  one 
who  has 
everything 
in  place  and 
never  knows 
what  it  is  to 
give  some¬ 
thing  away 
or  to  receive 
from  anoth¬ 
er  person 
something 
that  they 
have  never 
had  is  a 

poor  person.  But  when  we  learn  that 
it  is  OK  for  part  of  us  to  be  missing,  we 
then  are  a  stronger  person. 

We  live  in  a  “Me  First"  world  that  is 
sorely  in  need  of  this  lesson.  Our  soci¬ 
ety  and  our  church  is  being  weakened 
by  the  philosophy  that  says,  “I  deserve 
a  life  in  which  nothing  is  ever  missing 
from  me  —  my  time,  my  wants,  my 
money,  my  ...my.. .my... 

As  Kushner  says,  “When  we  have 
lost  part  of  ourselves  and  can  continue 
rolling  through  life  and  appreciating  it, 
we  will  have  achieved  a  wholeness 
that  others  can  only  aspire  to.” 

It  is  our  calling  as  followers  of 
Christ  to  give  ourselves  away  in  his 
service.  When  I  can  say,  “Take  my  life 
and  let  it  be  consecrated  Lord  to  thee,” 
then  I  am  whole.  When  I  can  say 
“Take  my  silver  and  my  gold,  not  a 
mite  would  I  withhold,”  then  I  am 
whole.  Only  by  being  imperfect  will 
the  possibility  of  God’s  perfection  ever 
come.  Only  by  giving  away  what  we 
have  to  the  glory  of  God’s  Kingdom 
will  we  ever  be  rich.  Only  by  losing 
our  life  will  we  find  it.  Is  this  an 
insight  into  what  Paul  meant  when  he 
wrote,  “For  the  sake  of  Christ,  then,  I 
am  content  with  weaknesses,  insults, 
hardships,  persecutions,  and  calami¬ 
ties;  for  when  I  am  weak,  then  I  am 
strong.”  (II  Cor.  12:10) 

fall 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 


Centenary  choir  set  for  tour  of  Ireland  and  UK 


BY  WILL  K.  ANDRESS 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  CHOIR  DIRECTOR 

The  Centenary  College  Choir  has 
been  invited  to  perform  by  four  presti¬ 
gious  cathedrals  in  Ireland  and  the 
United  Kingdom  May  7-19,  2001. 

The  invitations  came  from  the 
medieval  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral  in 
Dublin  and  St.  Giles  Cathedral  on  the 
Royal  Mile  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  St. 
Giles  is  the  Scottish  equivalent  to 
Westminster  Abbey,  where  all  state  reli¬ 
gious  ceremonies  take  place. 

The  third  concert  is  set  for  the 
Durham  Cathedral,  the  great  Norman 
cathedral  built  in  1093.  The  final  per¬ 
formance  is  planned  for  the  ancient 


cathedral  of  Glouchester  in  the 
Cotswolds.  This  impressive  cathedral 
has  been  selected  for  scenes  in  the 
upcoming  Harry  Potter  movie. 

The  60-voice  choir  will  present  a  pro¬ 
gram  which  includes  some  of  the  great 
masters  of  Europe  such  as  the  Kyrie 
from  the  Durufle,  Requiem,  Palestrina’s 
“Tenebrae  factae  sunt,”  “Bogoroditse 
Devo”  from  Rachmaninoff’s  Solemn 
Vespers. 

The  group  will  also  visit  a  number  of 
historic  sites  and  tourist  destinations. 
Others  are  invited  to  come  along  as 
tourists.  For  further  information  and  a 
trip  brochure,  contact  Will  Andress  at 
(318)  429-6887. 


VIM  gearing  up  mini-medical 
missions  to  Reynosa,  Mexico 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
mini-medical  teams  will  be  enjoying  a 
new  location  in  which  to  offer  their 
“Christian  difference  making”  during 
2001.  “In  past  years,  we  have  centered 
our  medical  work  at  the  OK-Leones 
Clinic  sponsored  by  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  VIM  in  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico,” 
said  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  VIM  director. 

“Due  to  an  expanded  number  of 
medical  teams  from  Oklahoma,  VIM  can 
no  longer  reserve  dates  at  that  clinic. 

This  presents  us  with 
a  welcome  opportu¬ 
nity.  We  will  be  estab¬ 
lishing  our  own  clinic 
efforts  in  nearby 
Reynosa,  Mexico.” 

Reynosa,  located 
immediately  across 
the  border  from 
McAllen,  Texas,  offers 
new  and  exciting, 
expanded  mission 
opportunities  for 
Louisiana  mission 
teams,  Norman  said. 

In  this  location  VIM 
teams  will  be  under 
supervision  of  Dr. 

Saul  Sepulvada,  a 
licensed  Mexican 
doctor  who  directs 
Clinica  Bretania,  a 
Mexican  Methodist 
sponsored  clinic.  With  Dr.  Sepulvada’s 
supervision,  medical  personnel  will  have 
the  blessings  of  the  Mexican  govern¬ 
ment,  and  expanded  care  such  as  minor 
surgeries  can  be  performed  in  the  clinic 
operating  room.  Medications  brought  by 
the  teams  can  be  distributed,  and  when 
medications  not  available  through  the 
teams  are  needed  patients  can  be  sent 
directly  to  the  clinic  pharmacy.  While  a 
few  teams  will  work  directly  out  of  the 
clinic  in  town,  most  of  Louisiana’s  volun¬ 
teers  will  work  from  mobile  stations  in 
the  five  colonias  (areas  where  the  indi¬ 


gent  and  poor  settle)  surrounding 
Reynosa.  “Our  teams  will  go  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  need  in  Reynosa  rather  than  wait 
for  them  to  come  to  us  as  the  situation 
was  in  Rio  Bravo,”  said  Norman.  “In  this 
way,  more  people  will  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  for  medical  care.  And,  where  there 
are  more  serious  problems,  we  can 
transport  persons  to  the  main  clinic 
where  our  volunteer  doctors  can  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  higher  level  of  care.  In  addition, 
Dr.  Sepulvada  can  direct  patients 

through  difficult  gov¬ 
ernment  require¬ 
ments  for  ongoing 
medical  needs.” 

Teams  will  be 
housed  in  the  La 
Trinidad  Methodist 
Church  in  Reynosa, 
which  will  also  partic¬ 
ipate  in  meal  prepara¬ 
tion  for  teams. 

Veteran  team  mem¬ 
bers  will  find  the 
housing  much  like 
that  of  the  Rio  Bravo 
location,  mattresses 
on  the  floor,  shower, 
bathroom  and 
kitchen  facilities,  with 
the  added  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  stroll  through 
the  neighborhood  in 
the  evenings  and  visit 
with  the  neighbors  while  absorbing  a 
different  culture. 

Mini-medical  teams  are  already 
scheduled  each  first  full  weekend  in 
each  month.  Team  leaders  have  been 
named  for  all  but  two  months.  Medical 
doctors,  dentists,  optometrists,  physi¬ 
cians  assistants,  ophthalmologists,  nurs¬ 
es,  translators  and  all  medical  support 
persons  are  needed  for  the  teams. 

For  information  on  dates,  registration 
and  costs  contact  Larry  D.  Norman, 
Louisiana  VIM  Director,  888-239-5286, 
225-346-1646  or  LduckN@aol.com. 
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Zachary  UMC  youth  take 

The  adventure  to  Woodworth  was  exciting  for  14  youth  and  three  adults  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Zachary. 

Our  church  heard  about  Fall  Convo  plans  for  more  than  a  month.  Rev.  Barbara 
Einsel,  the  church’s  director  of  Christian  education,  collected  shoeboxes  to  use  for 
materials  in  the  Creativity  Session  with  youth  participants.  Each  shoebox  held  32  indi¬ 
vidual  bags  containing  50  beads,  key  chains  and  a  sample  fish  key  chain. 

After  registering  at  Convo,  we  unloaded  the  supplies  for  the  craft  activities  and 
entered  the  day’s  events.  This  was  the  first  convocation  for  these  particular  youth  to 
attend.  They  were  all  totally  involved  from  the  first  moment  until  the  closing 
Communion  led  by  Bishop  William  Hutchinson.  It  was  a  good  day:  new  friends,  excit¬ 
ing  sessions,  the  conference  center,  music,  plus  lots  more! 

Something  unique  developed  as  we  loaded  the  van  to  go  home  after  this  great  day 
with  youth  from  all  over  Louisiana.  Several  of  our  youth  asked  if  we  had  extra  fish  key 
chain  kits  in  the  van. 

Mrs.  Barbara  said,  “Yes”  and  inquired  "Why?”  The  response  was:  “Can  we  make 
some  for  the  children  at  home  in  our  church?” 

The  outreach  had  begun!  In  the  Creativity  Session,  youth  were  told  that  the  fish  we 
made  were  to  serve  as  symbols  of  Jesus  calling  each  of  us  to  be  disciples,  to  go  and 
serve  as  leaders  in  the  world,  and  to  tell  others  about  Jesus.  When  we  got  home,  we 
decided  to  go  a  step  further. 

We  took  the  fish  we  made  for  Zachary  UMC  children  and  distributed  the  key  chains 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  8,  to  children  in  our  worship  services. 

Dr.  Alan  and  Rev.  Barbara  Einsel,  pastors  of  ZUMC,  invited  children  to  come  for¬ 
ward  for  the  Story  Sermon  time.  Dr.  Einsel  told  about  Jesus  calling  fishermen  to  be  dis¬ 
ciples:  then  Rev.  Barbara  and  the  youth  (wearing  Youth  Convo  shirts)  gave  fish  key 
chains  to  the  children. 

What  a  witness!  We  shared  our  faith  with  children.  We  shared  the  experience  of  Fall 
Convocation  with  them,  and  we  also  served  as  leaders  to  tell  others  about  Jesus  Christ 
in  our  lives. 

We  can  hardly  wait  for  Fall  Convocation  in  2001! 


Youth  from  Zachary  UMC  prepare  for  the  trip  to  Fall  Convocation  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth.  At  right  is  Rev.  Barbara  Einsel,  director  of  Christian  Education. 


Convo  one  step  further 


Below:  Jason  Cohen  from 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  and 
Rosalyn  Wright,  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries 
and  member  of  Nolley 
Memorial  UMC  in  Jena,  lead 
the  mission  workshop  in 
song.  Right:  Luke  Fleming 
from  Jefferson  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge,  prepares  for 
a  performance  at  the  Fall 
Convocation  this  month. 


Youth  /  from  page  1 

ious  UMYF  projects. 

This  year,  we  got  awesome  baseball  T- 
shirts  with  our  theme  for  the  year  “BE!” 
written  on  the  back.  We  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson,  which  was  very  exciting  for 
everyone,  especially  with  Fall  Convo 
being  the  kick-off  youth  event  of  the 
year.  It  certainly  lived  up  to  our  expecta¬ 
tions  and  began  the 
year  with  a  great  start! 

It  was  truly  an 
opportunity  for  fun 
and  fellowship,  as  well 
as  prayer  and  worship, 
all  wrapped  up  into 
one! 

Hea  ther  Bethley  is 
CCYM  Secretary  and  a 
member  of  Vivian 
UMC. 

Lindsay  Smith 

As  my  first  year  on 
Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries, 
this  year’s  Fall 
Convocation  was  by 
far  the  best  I  have  ever 
attended. 

I  have  gone  to  Fall 
Convos  and  never  had 
so  much  fun,  met  so 
many  new  people  and 
had  such  an  awesome 
time  praising  God. 

The  YSF  Monopoly  was  one  of  my 
favorites.  The  food  was  next. 

It  took  a  lot  of  hard  work  to  get  the 
Conference  Center  ready  for  the 
extremely  large  crowd  that  attended  the 
event. 

My  youth  group  sang  the  songs  the 
entire  way  home.  Our  newcomers  who 
have  just  started  UMYF  said  they  had  a 
blast  and  are  ready  for  junior  and  senior 


high  retreats.  Our  youth  groups  have 
very  few  people  because  we  live  in  a 
small  town,  but  still  we  have  fun,  and  to 
see  our  youth  group  so  excited  about  the 
event  was  great. 

My  youth  director,  Mrs.  Pam  Melton, 
devotes  her  time  to  us,  and  she  said  that 
out  of  all  the  Fall  Convos  she  has  attend¬ 
ed,  she  even  had  a  blast.  She  loved  the 
music  and  thought 
the  crafts  were  pre¬ 
cious. 

I  highly  recom¬ 
mend  any  youth 
group  in  the  state  to 
go  to  the  conference 
events.  You  have  a 
blast  singing,  dancing 
and  making  great 
new  friends.  I  mean 
the  love  that  is  in  the 
“big  room”  is  such  a 
good  feeling.  The 
music  is  awesome. 

Last  year  we  had 
an  awesome  band, 
J’Walking,  from 
University  in  Lake 
Charles.  They  were 
awesome.  I  think  the 
reason  that  they  were 
so  well  received  was 
because  they  played 
the  music  we  wanted 
to  hear,  and  it  was  so 
uplifting. 

Junior  High  retreat  when  I  attended 
the  first  time  was  such  a  great  feeling  it 
changed  my  view  of  life  and  several 
other  issues  in  my  life. 

Fall  Convo  is  just  the  kickoff  for  what 
a  great  year  the  CCYM  of  Louisiana  has 
in  store  for  the  youth.  Hope  to  see  you  at 
Junior  High  Retreat. 

Lindsay  Smith  is  YSF  representative 
from  First  UMC,  Mansfield. 


Bishop  William  Hutchinson  serves 
Holy  Communion  at  the  annual  youth 
Fall  Convocation  in  Woodworth. 
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Academic  excellence 


Clark  Arnold 


Helen  and  Allen  Brown  scholarships  awarded 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Helen  and  Allen  Brown  Scholarship  Fund,  two  New 
Orleans  area  students  were  named  to  receive  scholarships.  Both  recipients  attend 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Algiers. 

Chelsi  R.  Clark  is  a  member  of  St.  Matthew  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
Matthew  Arnold  is  a  member  of  Algiers  United  Methodist  Church.  Both  were 
named  recipients  of  a  $900  scholarship  for  the  2000-2001  academic  year. 

Arnold  is  a  2000  graduate  of  Benjamin  Franklin  High  School  in  New  Orleans 
and  will  attend  San  Francisco  Conservatory  of  Music  this  fall.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Greater  New  Orleans  Youth  Orchestra,  Loyola  University  Concert  Orchestra 
and  a  member  of  the  Changing  Seasons  Woodwind  Quintet.  At  Algiers  UMC  he  is 
active  with  the  United  Methodist  youth  group. 

Clark,  a  1999  graduate  of  Edna  Karr  Magnet  High  School  in  New  Orleans,  will  be 
entering  her  second  year  at  Xavier  University  at  New  Orleans,  where  she  is  pursu¬ 
ing  a  degree  in  psychology.  At  St.  Matthew  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Voices  of 
Inspiration  Choir,  the  Junior  Usher  Board  and  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Youth  group.  She  is  also  active  with  St.  Matthew’s  Sunday  School. 

Application  information  for  the  Helen  and  Allen  Brown  Scholarship  Fund  is 
available  beginning  Jan.  1  each  year  with  a  May  1  deadline  to  apply.  Students  must 
also  meet  criteria  set  forth  in  the  scholarship  information.  Interested  students 
should  request  information  from  their  pastors  or  contact  the  New  Orleans  District 
Office  between  Jan.  1  and  April  1. 

Mount  Zion  UMC  awards  scholarships 


St.  Matthew  UMC 
student  receives 
Harvard  scholarship 

Lauren  Goins,  a  St.  Matthew 
United  Methodist  Church  student, 
was  recently  recognized  in  local  news¬ 
papers  for  her  academic  accomplish¬ 
ments. 

Goins  is  one  of  141  high  school 
seniors  named  Presidential  Scholars 
this  year  and  traveled  to  Washington, 
DC,  to  meet  President  Clinton.  A  grad¬ 
uate  of  St.  Mary’s  Dominican  High 
School  in  New  Orleans,  Goins  will 
enter  Harvard  University  this  fall  on  a 
full  scholarship 
and  pursue  a 
major  in  engi¬ 
neering.  Her 
SAT  score  was 
1540  out  of 
1600. 

Goins  and 
her  family  have 
much  to  be 
proud  and 
thankful  for.  At 
St.  Matthew  she 
is  president  of 
the  Youth 
Council,  a 
member  of  the 
Voices  of 

Inspiration  Choir,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Junior  Usher  Board. 

During  this  past  school  year  she 
was  a  member  of  the  National  Honor 
Society,  Junior  Engineering  Technical 
Society  and  Christian  Leadership 
Council,  secretary- treasurer  of  the  Tri- 
M-Music  Honor  Society,  a  small- 
group  leader  on  the  Dominican 
Retreat  Team,  a  National  Merit 
Scholarship  Program  commended 
student  and  a  National  Achievement 
Scholarship  program  finalist.  Goins 
was  also  a  Louisiana  Public 
Broadcasting  Young  Hero,  a 
McDonald’s  Black  History  Maker  of 
Tomorrow  winner  and  a  Gates 
Millennium  Scholar.  This  summer  she 
is  doing  a  chemical  engineering 
internship  at  Shell  Oil  Co.  in  New 
Orleans. 


The  scholarship  committee  of 
Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
announced  12  scholarships  for  the 
2000-2001  school  year.  The  committee, 
led  by  Mrs.  Hilda  D.  Sills,  raised  funds 
in  numerous  ways  throughout  the  year 
to  fund  the  program.  Scholarship 
Sundays  were  also  set  up  to  fund  the 
program.  The  committee  extended 
thanks  to  its  members  for  making  it 
possible  for  the  following  students  to 
receive  scholarships: 

Michelle  Burden,  Delgado 
Community  College;  Cedric  Graves, 
Southern  University  at  New  Orleans 


Kenisha  Henderson,  Xavier 
University  of  Louisiana;  Terrance 
Holloway,  Dillard  University;  Janelle 
Johnson,  Northwestern  State  University 
Melanie  McGarry,  Xavier  University 
of  Louisiana;  Robert  Owens,  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette 

Robin  Owens,  Southern  University 
and  A&M  College;  Wesley  Ventress, 
Xavier  University  of  Louisiana 

Johnathan  Wilson,  Wheeling  Jesuit 
University;  Justin  Wilson,  Notre  Dame 
University 

Kathleen  Wilson,  University  of  South 
Alabama. 


Dedicated  church  leader  honored  at  Belle  Chasse 


Rev.  Arnold  Roberts,  pastor  of  Belle 
Chasse  United  Methodist  Church,  said 
the  church  appreciates  the  commitment 
and  service  of  Dorothy  Kimball  to  the 
ministry  at  Belle  Chasse  UMC.  These 
words  were  used  recently  in  honoring 
Kimball  for  serving  16  years  as  Sunday 
School  superintendent  at  Belle  Chasse 
UMC. 

Kimball’s  dedication  to  her  church 
extends  beyond  Sunday  School  superin¬ 
tendent.  In  addition  to  Sunday  School, 
Kimball  has  directed  Vacation  Bible 
School  each  summer.  She  has  directed 
the  annual  children’s  Christmas  program 


and  was  honored  a  few  years  ago  for 
serving  as  choir  director  for  13  years. 
Kimball  is  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  group  at  Belle 
Chasse  and  serves  as  chair  of  the  finance 
committee. 

Pastor  Roberts  said,  “Whatever  would 
surface  as  far  as  needs  in  our  church 
with  regard  to  education,  or  things  out¬ 
side  that  arena,  Dorothy  would  volun¬ 
teer  her  time  and  talents  to  serve  and 
give." 

Kimball  has  been  in  Methodism  all 
her  life  and  is  the  daughter  of  retired 
minister  Rev.  David  Felder. 


Kimball 
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Creativity  solves 
problems,  helps 
deepen  ministry 

BY  REV.  FREDDIE  C.  HENDERSON 
DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT 

Grace  and  peace  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ: 

I  want  to  use  this  forum  to  say  a  word 
of  thanks  to  the  laity  who  are  actively 
laboring  to  make  a  Christian  difference. 

I  read  reports,  see  videos  and  spend 
time  with  people  who,  in  some  sense, 
feel  that  all  hope  is  lost  for  this  society. 
Well,  I  am  not  so  convinced  that  this  is 
the  case! 

As  I  sat  in  a  physician’s  office  waiting 
to  be  “examined”  and  then  later  to  make 
a  contribution  to  the  pile  of  discarded 
needles,  I  ran  across  an  article  about  a 
17-year-old  computer  guru.  This  young 
man  had  developed  a  unique  Web  site 
that  amassed  over  a  million  dollars  for 
him  when  he  sold  it.  This  within  itself 
was  intriguing  to  me.  What  really  struck 
me  was  this  youngster’s  view  regarding 
problems.  To  paraphrase  him,  he  stated 
that  when  he  had  a  problem,  he  simply 
would  get  creative.  His  creativity  obvi¬ 
ously  was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  solved 
the  problem  that  he  faced,  and  then 
some!  My  take  on  this  is  that  when  we 
have  a  problem,  don’t  complain  -  be 
creative. 

As  I  interacted  with  people  recently 
at  a  gathering,  the  conversation  suggest¬ 
ed  that  we  have  many  issues  of  signifi¬ 
cant  proportion  that  will  face  us  in  the 
future.  Again,  I  am  convinced  that  we 
can  and  will  make  a  Christian  difference 
in  the  lives  of  those  who  are  hurting.  I 
have  seen  this  come  to  fruition  as  peo¬ 
ple  have  literally  been  “taking  it  to  the 
streets’’  in  mission  efforts.  Lest  we  for¬ 
get,  friends,  we  are  partners  in  ministry 
-  both  laity  and  clergy  alike!  Yes,  there 
are  problems  that  face  us  each  day.  But, 
our  Creator  provides  us  with  the  eighth 
day  of  creation.  Creating  new  ways  of 
being  in  ministry  to  make  this  a  better 
place  for  all  of  creation  -  that  is  what  I 
believe  our  Lord  would  have  us  to  do. 
Through  active  faith  in  a  God  who  is 
able,  we  can  allow  our  creativity  to  mir¬ 
ror  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  been 
inspired  by  the  many  members  of  the 
laity  who  have  shared  their  creativity 
through  the  numerous  mission  initia¬ 
tives  around  this  conference.  I  say  thank 
you  for  being  a  channel  for  a  creative 
moment  to  happen  as  lives  are  touched 
and  transformed. 

And,  there  are  still  more  days  of  cre¬ 
ation  that  lie  ahead  as  we  move  toward 
shalom  for  all  of  creation!  God  is  good. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 14 
(504) 528-2219 
(504)  328-2265  fax 
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Avenue  of  Honor 
Graces  West  Monroe 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe  recently  inaugurated  the  Asbury 
Avenue  of  Honor.  More  than  30  United  States  flags  were  installed  down  the  side¬ 
walk  and  driveway  of  the  church.  The  flags  were  given  by  church  members  to  honor 
or  in  memory  of  family  and  friends.  The  flags  will  be  flown  on  all  holidays  and 
church  special  events.  One  neighbor  wrote  to  the  church  expressing  her  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  display  and  how  bright  it  made  her  day. The  Asbury  Avenue  of  Honor 
will  continue  to  grow  and  bring  attention  to  the  church. 


District  UMW  'shine  from  earthen  vessels' 
at  annual  meeting  held  at  Kilbourne  UMC 


JO  TRAWEEK 

DISTRICT  COMMUNICATION  ADVISOR 

“Let  God’s  Light  Shine  From  Earthen 
Vessels”  was  the  theme  of  the  27th 
annual  meeting  of  the  Monroe  District 
United  Methodist  Women,  hosted  by 
Kilbourne  UMC. 

Theme  hymn  was  “Have  Thine  Own 
Way,  Lord,”  and  theme  Scripture  was  1 1 
Corinthians  4:6-7,  which  says,  “For  God, 
who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out 
of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to 
give  the  light  of  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  we 
have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels, 
that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be 
of  God,  and  not  of  us.” 

In  the  processional  of  the  district  offi¬ 
cers,  each  carried  a  lighted  candle  in  an 
“earthen  vessel”  depicting  the  theme 
and  placed  it  on  the  altar. 

The  meeting  was  convened  by  Jo 
Traweek,  Monroe  District  UMW  presi¬ 
dent.  Karen  Gray,  spiritual  growth  coor¬ 
dinator,  gave  an  opening  meditation 
using  the  Prayer  Calendar  and  Doret 
Gilbert-Wilson,  vice  president,  led  the 
affirmation  of  our  “Purpose  of  United 
Methodist  Women.” 

Nelda  Murry,  pianist,  provided  music 
for  the  meeting,  and  Lu  Ann  May  led  the 
singing.  Both  are  members  of  Kilbourne 
UMW.  Bettye  Gardener  lit  the  Mission 
Candle,  which  burned  for  28  minutes 


and  19  seconds  because  members  of  the 
Monroe  District  UMW  had  contributed 
$1,030.57,  over  and  above  their  pledge 
for  undesignated  giving,  in  memory  of 
deceased  UMW  members  or  in  honor  of 
others  who  are  doing  outstanding  work 
to  accomplish  God’s  mission  through 
United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Monroe 
Dictrict. 

Using  the  theme  Scripture  as  the 
basis  for  her  message,  the  Rev.  Mary 
Anne  Collie,  pastor  of  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  was  guest 
speaker. 

She  brought  a  message  describing 
God  as  the  potter  and  us  as  the  clay  that 
He  molds  and  makes  into  His  “earthen 
vessels”  to  carry  on  His  mission  in  the 
world. 

New  officers  were  elected,  and  Lou 
Medlock,  spiritual  growth  coordinator  of 
the  Conference  UMW,  installed  them. 

Sandy  Decelle,  who  has  led  several 
mission  trips  to  Dulac,  the  UMCOR 
depot  at  Sager  Brown,  and  McDonnell’s 
Residence  for  Children  and  Youth, 
received  the  Monroe  District  UMW 
Woman  of  the  Year  in  Mission  award. 

The  Kilbourne  UMW  provided  a  meal 
and  after  lunch,  the  Rev.  Anice  Moses  of 
the  Washington  Circuit  in  the  Monroe 
District  conducted  Holy  Communion. 
The  Rev.  Mary  Anne  Collie  did  the  send¬ 
ing  fourth  to  close  the  meeting. 


Vacation  Bible  School  learning  stations  reinforce  Christian  themes 


Above:  McGuire  Vacation  Bible  School  students  Tyler  Lavergne,  Logan  Burke,  Graham 
Humphries  and  Bret  Baird  perform  with  leader  Beth  Mayfield.  Right:  Corey  Telano  holds 
3-year-old  Josh  Norris. 


From  the  depths  of  outer  space  to  the 
tropical  rainforest  to  a  major  movie  pro¬ 
duction,  the  children  of  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe  have 
embarked  upon  several  new  and  memo¬ 
rable  journeys  without  ever  purchasing  a 
plane  ticket. 

These  children  have  journeyed  to  the 
Nile  and  re-enacted  the  plagues  during 
Pharaoh’s  rule,  all  within  the  very  walls 
of  their  church. 

Coordinators  of  the  Vacation  Bible 
School  changed  from  the  traditional 
classroom-oriented  routine  to  a  more 
active  learning  style  involving  various 
Bible  learning  stations. 

The  stations  enabled  the  children  to 
apply  daily  Bible  thoughts  to  their  own 
lives  in  a  variety  of  ways.  The  five  sta¬ 
tions  included  sing  and  play,  storytime, 
munchies,  games  and  crafts.  Each  event 
reinforced  the  theme  of  the  day. 

The  change  in  format  not  only  illumi¬ 
nated  the  hearts  and  minds  of  tire  par¬ 
ticipants  (3-year-olds  through  5th 
grade),  but  it  also  sparked  a  new  interest 
in  the  youth. 

Tackling  this  new  format  was  no  easy 
task,  and  the  coordinators  knew  that 
they  would  need  quite  a  bit  of  assistance 
to  ensure  a  successful  week.  The  youth 
quickly  stepped  in  to  rescue  the  coordi¬ 
nators  as  they  helped  erect  some  of  the 
major  displays  during  preparation. 
Working  diligently  on  the  sets,  the  youth 
began  to  question  the  purpose  of  each 
design  and  the  accompanying  message 
forVBS.  Quickly,  this  preparation  work 
turned  into  a  learning  experience  for  the 
teens. 


By  the  time  VBS  arrived,  the  youth 
already  knew  the  stories  and  themes  for 
each  day.  This  knowledge  helped  the 
youth  to  become  more  active  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  actual  week  of  VBS.  Now  the 
youth  look  forward  to  the  dynamic  VBS 
themes  as  much  or  more  than  the  wide- 
eyed  wonders  that  they  teach.  Not  only 
have  the  youth  become  visible  role  mod¬ 
els  within  their  own  church,  they  have 
also  taken  their  VBS  lessons  on  the  road. 

In  search  of  a  captivating  mission  trip, 
the  youth  group  traveled  to  Dulac,  La.,  to 
hold  a  Backyard  Bible  School  for  chil¬ 
dren  who  may  otherwise  have  never  had 


the  chance  to  attend  VBS.  Working  with 
children  unfamiliar  with  a  weekly 
church  routine  proved  to  be  extraordi¬ 
narily  rewarding  as  well  as  an  experience 
the  youth  would  like  to  repeat.  This 
weeklong  adventure  proved  to  be  every  bit 
as  successful  as  the  home-based  version. 

As  each  summer  passes,  the  youth 
continue  to  diligently  piece  together 
elaborate  settings  that  mystify  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  pass  through  the  halls  of 
McGuire,  but  more  importantly,  these 
youth  continue  to  demonstrate  their 
love  for  Jesus  Christ  and  their  willingness 
to  serve  him  in  any  capacity. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 


Jo  Traweek 
110  Pinewood  Dr. 
West  Monroe,  LA  71291 
(318) 396-1319 
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Bishop  announces  Vining  as  new 
pastor  at  FUMC,  Denham  Springs 


Bishop  William  Hutchinson  recently 
announced  that  Rev.  Kirby  Vining  has 
been  appointed  interim  pastor  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Denham 
Springs. 

The  appointment  becomes  effective 
Nov.  1. 


congregations  throughout  the  state  and 
as  a  district  superintendent  in  two  dis¬ 
tricts,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  and 
Acadiana.  This  is  the  fourth  time  Vining 
has  been  called  out  of  retirement  to 
serve  the  Conference  as  an  interim  pas¬ 
tor. 


Vining,  who  retired  from  the  active 
ministry  in  1994,  is  well  known  and 
respected  within  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  He  has  served  as  pastor  for 


"I  am  honored  the  Cabinet  asked  me 
to  take  this  special  assignment.  I’m 
pleased  to  serve  such  a  fine  church  in 
this  interim  ministry,”  Vining  said. 


Conference  seeks  new 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
seeking  a  communication  specialist  who 
will  serve  as  editor  of  the  Conference 
newspaper,  work  with  volunteer  and 
free-lance  persons  in  communication 
projects,  coordinate  efforts  in  develop¬ 
ing  an  Igniting  Ministries  campaign  for 
television  and  radio  and  give  oversight 


communication  specialist 

to  internet  ministries. 

For  job  description,  information, 
and/ or  application,  please  contact  Dr. 
Rena  Yocom,  Executive  Director,  Mission 
and  Ministries,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Office,  Baton  Rouge,  (225) 
346-1646.  Deadline  for  application  is 
Nov.  15. 


W.  T.  Handy  Convocation  at  Dillard  University 

Nov.  10-11, 2000  Strengthening  the 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  Black  Church 

Registration  Form  for  the  21st 

Century 


Address 


City  State  Zip  Code 


Home  Phone  Church  Name 

Please  include  your  registration  fee  of  $10  per  person,  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Mail  to:  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  P.0. 1 93,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727.  Call  (225)  664-7979  for  information. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


OCTOBER 


29-Nov.  3  Volunteers  in  Mission  Mount  Sequoyah 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

31  Tri-District  Percept  Training  for  Monroe,  Ruston  First  UMC,  West  Monroe 

and  Shreveport 

NOVEMBER 


2- 5  Volunteers  in  Mission 

3- 4  Volunteers  in  Mission  Celebration  2000 

10-11  W.T.  Handy  Convocation:  Strengthening  the 

Black  Church 

10-12  Junior  High  Retreat  #1 

10-12  Exploration  2000 

11  Strategic  Thinking  and  Visioning  Seminar 

Tri-District  Event  for  North  Shore,  New  Orleans 
and  Baton  Rouge  Districts 
14-15  La.  Conference  Cabinet 

18  Conference  Center  Board 

19-22  Volunteers  in  Mission  Youth  in  Mission 

Leadership  Training 

26  Special  Offering  for  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

30-Dec.  3  Cursillo  #81 


Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Dillard  University,  N.O. 

La.  Conference  Center 
Airport  Hyatt  Regency 
Dallas 

SLU,  Hammond 


Headquarters  Building 
Baton  Rouge 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 


La.  Conference  Center 


CONFERENCE  HEALTH  BENEFITS  NOTICE 

The  Louisiana  Conference  health  benefit  program  provides  for  an  annual  open  enroll¬ 
ment  period  each  October. 

This  means  that  any  active  clergy  or  full-time  lay  employee  of  the  church  who  is  not 
presently  in  the  health  benefits  program  may  elect  coverage  or  change  coverage  under  the 
plan  for  themselves  and  their  eligible  dependant(s).  The  October  open  enrollment  period  is 
for  coverage  effective  Jan.  1,  subject  to  an  18-month  pre-existing  condition  limitation.  For 
information  and  an  enrollment  packet,  call  Sherri  LeBlanc,  assistant  insurance  officer,  at 
225-346-1646,  ext.  202. 


Young  Leaders  Conference  and 

Training 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 
A  United  Methodist  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal 

2350  Methodist  Parkway  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana  71485 
1-318-449-4500 

November  19  -  22,  2000 

Sponsored  By: 

Volunteers  in  Mission  and  Conference  Youth  Ministries 

Each  local  church  is  asked  to  elect  through  its  Administrative  Board  or  Council  two  youth  (High  School  -  Sophomore  or 
Junior)  who  show  leadership  capabilities  and  have  mission  interest.  The  Young  Leaders  Conference  and  Training  is 
designed  to  help  develop  their  potential  and  enlarge  their  knowledge  of  mission  and  ministry  in  their  local  church  and 
school.  The  local  churches  are  asked  to  bear  the  cost  of  $140.00  (meals,  lodging  and  fees)  for  these  youth  elected  to  attend. 

For  further  information  please  contact:  Carolyn  Dove  Larry  Norman 

225-346-1646  ext.  225  225-346-1646  ext.  222 

888-239-5286  ext.  225  888-239-5286  ext.  222 

Due  to  limited  space:  Completed  registration  forms  and  payments  will  be 

accepted  on  a  first  come  -  first  serve  basis. 

Sessions  begin  on:  Sunday,  November  191^,  2000  at  5:00  PM 
And  conclude  on:  Wednesday,  November  22ncL  2000  at  1 1 :30  AM 

VIM  Youth  Steering  Committee  Members  are: 

Ms.  Breanna  Betts 
Mr.  Daniel  Carr 
Ms.  Marcia  Clark 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Dove 

Featured  Presenters: 

Danton  Bankay,  from  New  York 

Rev.  Jeremy  Bassett,  from  Church  of  the  Servant,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Registration  form  and  fee  of  $140.00  must  be  received  by  November  5^ 


PPJM  £  T TM  EPS 

UMCOR  Sager-Brown 

Baldwin,  Louisiana 
October  29  -  November  4,  2000 

Come  and  enjoy  a  week  of  learning  about  the  Mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  at  Sager-Brown  through  hands-on  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  Disaster  Relief  Depot  and  life  -  then  and  now  -  on  Louisiana's 

“Cajun  Coast.” 

You  will  enjoy  true  Southern  Hospitality  with  a  fully  hosted  trip. 

You  will  experience  and  learn  about:  The  African-American  Culture  of  south- 
central  Louisiana  and  about  Sager-Brown's  role  in  it  since  1867; 

The  local  Cajun  Culture,  Cuisine  and  Entertainment; 

The  Native  Americans  of  South  Louisiana; 

And  Much,  MUCH  MORE! 

As  time  permits,  we  may: 

Visit  a  Sugar  Mill  to  see  how  cane  is  made  into  sugar; 

Visit  the  oldest  Rice  Mill  in  the  United  States; 

Tour  an  Elegant  Southern  Plantation  Home; 

Visit  the  Tabasco  Plant  and  adjacent  Jungle  Gardens  at  Avery  Island. 
$290  Per  Person  (Double  Occupancy)  Includes;  Meals,  Lodging, 
Insurance  and  Local  Transportation 
SO:  "Laissez  le  Bon  Temps  Rouler!" 

Come  with  us,  and  Let  the  Good  Times  Roll! 

Contact:  Program  Coordinator,  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  for  more 

details. 

337/923-6238  or  Write:  P.  O.  Box  850,  Baldwin,  LA  70514 


Mr.  Matt  Jacobs 
Mr.  Woody  Jacocks 
Rev.  Larry  Norman 
Ms.  Megan  Saucier 
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IN  BRIEF 


Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Being  Christian  a  lifelong  endeavor 


SAN  DIEGO  -  Living  longer  means  having  more  time  to  learn  about  the  love  of 
God.  That's  the  conviction  of  Cheryl  Luce,  president  of  the  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Some  challenges  for  the  church  in  past 
decades  continue  into  the  new  century,  she  said.  One  of  these  is  the  perception  that 
Christian  education  is  only  for  children. 

Some  individuals  are  spending  as  much  time  in  retirement  as  they  spent 
employed,  she  said.  "Being  a  Christian  is  a  lifelong  endeavor,"  she  said. 

Christian  education  is  trying  to 
redefine  its  identity  for  the  new  cen¬ 
tury,  she  said.  "The  terms  may 
change,  but  we  must  make  Christian 
education  or  Christian  formation 
relevant  to  our  members."  Any 
church  of  any  size  can  be  effective  in 
Christian  education,  she  said. 


Christians  urged 
to  re-evaluate  how 
they  celebrate  Christmas 


SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  -  Christians 
are  being  asked  this  holiday  season 
to  "challenge  consumerism,  live 
justly  and  celebrate  responsibly." 
Since  1973,  Alternatives  for  Simple 
Living,  based  in  Sioux  City,  has  pro¬ 
moted  responsible  living  and  cele¬ 
brating  through  resources  for  holy 
seasons,  weddings  and  other  cele¬ 
brations.  The  centerpiece  for  the 
annual  offering  of  Advent  resources 
has  been  a  provocative  piece  of  art 
that  carries  with  it  the  question, 
"Whose  birthday  is  it,  anyway?"  This 
year's  art  features  a  picture  of  Santa 
Claus  kneeling  at  the  manger. 

"Art's  tricky,"  he  said.  "Each  year, 
we  try  to  portray  visually  the  tension 
between  faith  and  culture  to  help 
people  question  the  way  we  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas,”  Gerald  Iversen, 
national  coordinator  for  Alter¬ 
natives. 

For  a  copy  of  the  art  or  a  catalog 
of  resources,  call  (800)  821-6153  or 
visit  www.SimpleLiving.org. 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 

RAISING  THE  ROOF  --  Lawrence  Flatlip,  a 
Crow  cultural  historian  (center),  shows 
Elizabeth  Burnham  how  to  place  the  lodge 
poles  for  the  tipi  where  she  will  sleep  dur¬ 
ing  the  "Two  Worlds  Cultural  Immersion 
Camp,"  in  Billings,  Mont.  The  camp  brought 
together  social  service  professionals  from 
around  the  country  to  help  them  learn 
more  about  Indian  culture. 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Tom  McAnaily 


CHICANO  PARK  -  Christian  educators  view  some  of  the  murals  in  Chicano  Park  in  San 
Diego  on  Oct.  3  before  crossing  the  border  into  Mexico  for  a  daylong  tour  of  Tijuana. 

The  land  beneath  an  interstate  highway  was  to  be  used  for  a  highway  patrol  station,  but 
residents  and  others  objected.  Government  officials  withdrew  their  plans,  and  the  site 
has  been  transformed  into  a  symbol  of  Chicano  pride  and  self-determination.  "Borders" 
was  the  theme  for  the  Christian  Educators  Fellowship's  Oct.  2-7  meeting  in  San  Diego. 
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On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


MOSCOW  (UMNS)  -  Peeling  paint,  leaky  ceilings,  sagging  floors 
and  patched  plumbing  do  not  deter  the  dream  of  Bishop  Ruediger 
Minor  and  the  Rev.  Tobias  Dietze  for  a  United  Methodist  Center  in 
the  heart  of  Moscow. 

Walking  carefully  through  the  facility,  recendy  purchased  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  two  men  envi¬ 
sioned  how  the  16,500  square  feet  will  be  used  for  seminary  class¬ 
rooms,  offices  for  the  bishop  and  others,  a  worship  area  and  dormito¬ 
ry  space. 

Financial  support  for  the  Russia  United  Methodist  Theological  Seminary  Building 
Fund  may  be  marked  for  Advance  No.  012173-8AN  and  sent  to  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Attn:  Dr.  Peter  Siegfried,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

UN  looks  to  worldwide  assembly  on  aging 

UNITED  NATIONS  (UMNS)  -  An  upcoming  gathering  on  aging  will  help  the 
global  community  adjust  to  the  fact  that  one  in  every  five  people  will  be  60  or  older 
by  2050  and  meet  the  challenge  "to  adapt  to  this  demographic  revolution,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  U.N.  Secretary-General  Kofi  Annan. 

Annan  sent  a  message  to  participants  at  the  10th  Annual  International  Day  of 
Older  Persons  on  Oct.  5  at  the  United  Nations.  Part  of  the  focus  was  on  a  Second 
World  Assembly  on  Aging,  set  for  April  2002  in  Madrid,  Spain. 

Susanne  Paul,  a  United  Methodist  participant  and  founder  and  president  of 
Global  Action  on  Aging,  said  she  hoped  churches  would  contribute  to  the  discussion 
in  Madrid. 

She  believes  the  assembly  must  examine  the  material  conditions  of  older  people 
in  developing  countries  and  address  their  need  for  income  support. 
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Hutchinson  installed  as  new  bishop 


Left:  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  visits 
with  the  Most  Rev.  Alfred  Hughes,  bishop 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor  at 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  where  the  instal¬ 
lation  service  took  place  Oct.  1 4.  Right: 
The  new  bishop  with  his  wife  Kay  and  son, 
John.  Bottom  right:  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Dulac-Clanton  Chapel  charge, 
leads  the  processional  followed  by  the 
bishop  and  Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Photos  by 
Brian  Baiamonte 


Left:  Dr.  Rena 
Yocom,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of 
Conference 
Mission  and 
Ministries,  and 
Dr.  Anita 
Crump,  confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader. 
Right:  Co¬ 
chairs  of  the 
Order  of 
Deacon  Mickey 
Cloud  and 
Sue  Kelly. 


Louisiana  recipients  of  the  2000  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  college  funding 


Editor’s  note:  Information  printed  as  received  from 
the  Genera]  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships. 

G RAMBLING  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
Katherine  K.  Alston,  St.  Matthew  UMC,  New 
Orleans;  April  D.  Banks,  St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport; 
Derrion  D.  Davis,  Ml  Zion  UMC,  Leesville;  Erik  B. 
Johnson,  Warren  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

DELGADO  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 
Torre  M.  Andrews,  Shaw  Temple  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  CONSERVATORY  OF  MUSIC 
Matthew  D.  Arnold,  Algiers  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

EMORY  UNIVERSITY 

Garrett  R.  Avery,  SL  Johns  UMC,  Baton  Rouge; 
Stephen  S.  Bailey,  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

SOUTHERN  UNIVERSITY 
Steven  C.  Baham,  Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell; 
Comaneci  L.  Davis,  Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge; 
Etopia  T.  Emery.  Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

SOUTHERN  METHODIST  UNIVERSITY 
Brooke  F.  Bailey,  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans; 
Lakeisha  Hall,  Fairview  UMC,  Keithville. 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  OF  LOUISIANA 
Sharon  K.  Basham,  First  UMC,  Thibodaux;  Abbey  E. 
Broussard,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette;  Robert  W.  Calhoun, 
First  UMC,  Monroe;  Jay  D.  Carrroll,  Lakeview  UMC, 
Minden;  Amanda  P.  Earles,  Summer  Grove  UMC, 
Shreveport;  Monica  L.  Ford,  Christ  UMC,  Bossier  City; 
Melissa  N.  Guillory,  St.  Matthew  UMC,  Metairie;  Josh  R. 
Ickes,  First  UMC,  Natchitoches;  Chastity  R.  Jackson, 
Shady  Grove  UMC,  Mansfield;  Patrick  D.  McCuller,  First 
UMC,  Bossier  City;  Kathryn  L.  McKay,  St.  Andrews 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Susanna  E.  Miller,  First  UMC, 
Sfireveport;  Virginia  M.  O’Donnell,  First  UMC, 
Shreveport;  Mary  E.  Smith,  Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City; 
Mary  H.  Smith,  Kenner  UMC,  Kenner;  Randi  M.  Smith, 
First  UMC,  West  Monroe;  Rebecca  L.  Soskin,  Ingleside 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Harmony  R.  Williams,  College 
Avenue  UMC,  Natchitoches. 


LA  ROCHE  COLLEGE 

Sharika  S.  Batiste.  Mallalieu  UMC,  St.  Martinville. 
BENNETT  COLLEGE 

Erika  R  Beamon,  Historic  Peoples  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 

ST.  PAUL  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 
John  A.  Cannon,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

XAVIER  UNIVERSITY 

Chelsi  R.  Clark,  St.  Matthew  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

NORTHWESTERN  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
Christy  L.  Collins,  Shady  Grove  UMC,  Mansfield; 
Sharon  D.  Grant,  Shady  Grove  UMC,  Mansfield;  Ilse  A. 
Liberto,  First  UMC,  Natchitoches;  Michael  C.  Liberto, 
First  UMC,  Natchitoches;  Robyn  J.  Selders,  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Gabriel  N.  Shelton, 
Shady  Grove  UMC,  Mansfield. 

DUKE  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY  SCHOOL 
Beverly  A.  Connelly,  Cornerstone  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 

TEXAS  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 
Emily  E.  Eaves,  First  UMC,  Shreveport;  Eric  P.  Fare, 
First  UMC,  Lafayette. 

DILLARD  UNIVERSITY 

Brownyl  L.  Eden,  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Slidell; 
Ashanti  M.  Franklin,  Warren  UMC,  Lake  Charles; 
Raegan  R  Jett,  Wilton  UMC,  Alexandria;  Remekca  E. 
Owens,  Jordan  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Jeremy  A. 
Sanderford,  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Myisha  T. 
Thomas,  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Fred-Alan  D. 
Williams,  St.  James  UMC,  New  Iberia. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 
Kelli  A.  Emerson,  Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge;  Debra  A.  Federico,  Parker  Memorial  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 

MILLSAPS  COLLEGE 

Edna  B.  Gilfoil,  First  UMC,  St.  Joseph;  Rose  M. 
Hurder,  University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Jessica  M. 
Kneupper,  First  UMC,  New  Iberia;  Wendy  J.  Lyons, 


Jennings  UMC,  Jennings. 

FLORIDA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

Kalen  M.  Grant,  Cornerstone  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISIANA 
Kimberly  S.  Hardy,  Briggs  UMC,  Abbeville;  Charles 
D.  Richardson,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette. 

GARRETT-EVANGELICAL  SEMINARY 
Heather  L.  Haussler,  First  UMC,  Shreveport; 
Jonathan  S.  King,  Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY- SHREVEPORT 
Dequetta  M.  Jackson,  Shady  Grove  UMC, 

Mansfield. 

SOUTHEASTERN  LOUISIANA  UNIVERSITY 
Wendy  D.  Jacocks,  Meadows  Chapel  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge;  Cobi  J.  Turner,  Roberts  UMC,  Denham  Springs. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
William  M.  Jacocks  III,  Meadows  Chapel  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge;  Kimberly  A.  Ramsey,  First  UMC,  New 
Orleans;  Donald  D.  Reichert,  Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell; 
Anne  D.  Scarborough,  First  UMC,  Shreveport;  Sarah  E 
Scarborough,  First  UMC,  Shreveport;  Carla  D.  Williams, 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

HAMPTON  UNIVERSITY 

Gennith  M.  Johnson,  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 
Tara  D.  Kiene,  Ellerbe  Road  UMC,  Shreveport;  Gene 
Rives  Jr„  Baton  Rouge;  Donald  L.  Wilkinson,  Dallas; 
Christophe  B.  Williams,  Grace  Community  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CAUFORNIA-SAN  DIEGO 
David  Won  S.  Kim,  Palm  Beach  Korean  UMC;  West 
Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

LOUISIANA  TECH  UNIVERSITY 

Kenneth  A.  Klemme,  Quitman  UMC,  Quitman. 

ASBURY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
Steven  J.  Koskie  Jr.,  Ruston. 


HENDRIX  COLLEGE 

Nathaniel  R.  Langford,  First  UMC,  Wnnsboro; 
Michael  L.  Wright,  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  UNIVERSITY-MANKATO 
Calvin  M.  Moultrie,  Brooks  UMC,  New  Orleans. 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
Matthew  S.  O'Dell,  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport. 

BOSTON  UNIVERSITY 

Ryan  B.  Prechter,  St.  Lukes  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY  MEDICAL 
SCHOOL 

Jennifer  L.  Ramsey,  First  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

UNITED  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
Christine  A.  Roberts,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

SOUTHERN  UNIVERSITY-NEW  ORLEANS 
Kaseem  N.  Short,  Philips  Memorial  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 


NORTHEAST  LOUISIANA  NIVERSITY 
Shawn  A.  Smith,  Asbury  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

BETHUNE-COOKMAN  COLLEGE 
Katrina  M.  Spottsville,  Camphor  Memorial  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

Richard  K.  Strauss,  Lake  Vista  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

CLARK  ATLANTA  UNIVERSITY 
Desjane  A.  Venable,  Cornerstone  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 


OUR  LADY  OF  THE  LAKE  UNIVERSITY 
Letitia  D.  Washington,  St.  James  UMC,  Convent. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  NOTRE  DAME 

Justin  D.  Wilson,  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans. 
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Retreat  to  offer  renewal  for  appointed  church  leaders 


BY  REV.  JUDITH  A.  SHEMA 

UNITED  METHODIST  CAMPUS  MINISTER, 

TULANE  AND  LOYOLA  UNIVERSITIES 

“Holiness  of  life  arises  from  holiness 
of  heart,”  said  John  Wesley. 

At  the  second  Spiritual  Renewal 
Retreat  for  all  persons  under  appoint¬ 
ment,  participants  will  get  a  chance  to 
intentionally  tend  to  feeding  a  sense  of 
holiness  in  their  lives  and  hearts. 
Through  music,  Bible  study,  prayer,  spir¬ 
itual  direction,  recreation  and  rest, 
retreatants  can  select  from  a  variety  of 
ways  to  nourish  their  souls. 


Organizing  worship  experiences  will 
be  Rev.  Dr.  Michael  Hawn  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  who  will  bring  a 
variety  of  musical  experiences  to  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

Among  the  offerings  will  be  music 
leadership  provided  by  Louisiana’s  own 
clergy  musicians.  Expect  anything  from 
bluegrass  and  country  to  Hawn’s  polka 
dancing  accordion.  One  area  of  expertise 
Hawn  will  bring  is  his  broad  experience 
with  Christian  music  from  all  over  the 
world,  including  Kenya,  Nigeria,  Cuba, 
Haiti,  Mexico,  Nicaragua,  South  America 


and  southeast  Asia. 

You  can  help  retreat  planners  by  reg¬ 
istering  immediately  with  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  (318)  449-4500. 

Occupancy  is  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  Late  registrants  will  be 
housed  at  Tall  Timbers  and  Holiday  Inn. 
The  cost  is  $140,  and  local  churches 
have  been  encouraged  by  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  to  pay  for  their  pas¬ 
tors  to  attend.  Send  payment  and  regis¬ 
tration  directly  to  the  Conference  Center. 
Deadline  is  Feb.  1 .  Retreat  dates  are 
Feb.  19-21. 


AWESOME  FELLOWSHIP  IN  RUSSIA 

The  Children's  Choir  of  the  Pervouralsk  UMC,  along  with  some  youth,  sing  the  Russian  version  of  "Our  God  Is  an  Awesome  God" 
during  a  church  supper  in  an  area  dining  hall.  Meisha  accompanies  the  choir  with  a  new  guitar  presented  by  Vineville  UMC  in 
Macon,  Ga.  Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  pastor  of  the  David  Haas-Trinity-White's  Chapel  Charge  and  Louisiana  Conference  Mission 
Secretary  recently  led  a  nine-person  delegation  to  the  country  as  part  of  the  ongoing  Russia  Initiative.  See  story  on  page  3. 


Church  and  government  leaders  address 
child  poverty,  health  care  and  education 


United  Methodists  and  others 
from  around  Louisiana  convened  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  to  discuss 
solutions  to  the  critical  problems  of 
child  poverty,  health  care  and  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  “Families  in  Crisis,  Fam¬ 
ilies  in  Faith”  conference  Oct.  23-24. 

Featured  speaker  U.S.  Senator  John 
Breaux  (at  right)  decried  the  fact  that 
the  state  has  a  higher  proportion  of 
children  living  in  poverty  than  any 


other,  and  that  the  public  health  care 
and  educational  systems  serving 
them  are  in  shambles. 

“We  wouldn’t  put  up  with  being 
dead  last  in  football.  Why  should  we 
put  up  with  being  dead  last  in  the 
poverty  of  our  children?”  Breaux  said. 

In  this  issue,  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson’s  column  on  page  2  add¬ 
resses  these  critical  issues.  More  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  found  on  page  8. 
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I  Pray  It  Haunts  All  of  Us 


We’ve  just  completed  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  conference  on  “Families  in 
Crisis,  Families  in  Faith.”  The  Task 
Force  who  planned  the  event  did  an 
outstanding  job,  and  attendees  were 
informed  and  blessed  by  the  result. 
Leadership  for  the  two  days  was  out¬ 
standing  and  included  some  of  the  top 
people  in  the  country.  We  were  chal¬ 
lenged  by  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet  to  see 
into  the  future  as  only  Leonard  can 
make  you  see.  Other  leaders  helped  us 
encounter  the  need  for  creative  min¬ 
istries  with  the  aging,  how  to  address 
spiritual  poverty  in  our  families,  the 
whole  phenomenon  of  violence  in  our 
society,  and  the  need  for  spiritual  sta¬ 
bility  in  our  penal  systems. 

At  the  luncheon  on  the  second  day 
of  the  conference,  Sen.  John  Breaux 
spoke  to  a  large  audience  about  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  especially  as  we 
face  family  needs  and  the  poverty  lev¬ 
els  of  our  people.  He  cited  statistic 
after  statistic  that  confirmed  what  we 
both  know  and  dread  to  hear.  Poverty 
is  rampant,  and  we  are  at  the  very  bot¬ 
tom  of  U.S.  statistics  when  it  comes  to 
the  levels  of  poverty  throughout  our 
area.  As  I  listened  to  him  talk,  I  not 
only  was  dismayed  by  what  he  had  to 
say,  but  1  also  was  challenged  by  what 
he  had  to  say. 

Where  is  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  this  concern  for  children  who  go  to 
bed  hungry  at  night  and  for  working 
families  whose  total  income  for  a  year 
falls  below  $10,000?  Is  this  the  subject 
for  a  conference  alone,  where  our 
awareness  is  heightened  and  our 
interest  piqued?  Or  is  there  more  to  be 
said?  How  do  we  “roll  up  our  sleeves” 
as  the  people  of  faith  and  work  toward 
the  solution  that  brings  all  persons 
into  a  level  of  dignity  and  a  level  of 
personal  stability?  How  do  we  transfer 
our  aching  hearts  into  active  hands 
that  will  address  this  need? 

At  this  point  I  do  not  have  an 


answer  to  those 
questions,  nor  do  I 
have  a  program  to 
propose  for 
Louisiana  United 
Methodists.  But  I 
pray  I  will  not  rest 
easy  at  night  until 
there  are  some 
answers  and  we 
are  immersed  fully 
in  the  solution  as  a 
Conference.  We 
simply  cannot  stand  by  and  be  con¬ 
tent  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  statisti¬ 
cal  tables  any  longer.  Our  Lord  calls  us 
to  do  better  than  that! 

The  Task  Force  for  the  “Families  in 
Crisis,  Families  in  Faith”  event  will  dis¬ 
till  the  information  we  gained  and  will 
give  it  to  the  Mission  Cabinet  for  study 
and  action  proposals.  I  make  this 
promise  to  you.  We  not  only  will  study 
the  material,  we  will  make  a  recom¬ 
mendation  for  the  next  step.  I  know 
we  cannot  eliminate  poverty  quickly, 
nor  can  we  change  an  entire  state 
overnight.  But  we  can  begin  to  make  a 
difference  in  noted  ways,  and  we  can 
reach  out  to  “the  least  of  these”  with 
our  resources  and  abilities  to  effect 
change. 

Please  join  me  in  prayer  for  a  posi¬ 
tive  and  dynamic  direction  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  this  whole  issue.  The  vision  of 
those  children  who  will  never  have  a 
chance  in  life  because  of  their  present 
surroundings  just  won’t  let  me  go.  I 
pray  it  haunts  all  of  us  until  we  know 
we  have  done  and  are  doing  all  we  can 
to  make  it  change.  That  haunting  is  a 
part  of  our  journey  that  is  placed  in 
our  life  by  the  Lord  of  all  life,  even 
Jesus  Christ.  Praise  God  from  whom 
all  blessings  flow!! 

/y/J 


Hutchinson 


Health  kits  needed  for  flood  victims  worldwide 


Hood  victims  continue  to  need 
health  kits  in  areas  of  Honduras, 
Nicaragua,  Vietnam,  parts  of  Europe  and 
throughout  the  Caribbean  and  countries 
surrounding  the  South  China  Sea,  where 
recent  weather  events  have  caused 
tremendous  flooding. 

“Just  today  we  are  shipping  out  the 
last  of  our  health  kits.  The  shelves  are 
bare.  That  is  where  we  need  the  most 
help,”  said  Rev.  Bob  Townsend,  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  Depot  at  Sager-Brown  in  Baldwin. 

Townsend  also  reported  that  there  are 
presently  plenty  of  flood  buckets,  which 
are  usually  distributed  only  in  the 
United  States. 

Churches  and  individuals  are  urged 
to  gather  health  kits  and  make  their  own 
arrangements  to  transport  them  to  the 
Depot  during  the  upcoming  holidays. 

“In  past  years  many  of  our  churches 
and  church  organizations  such  as  UMW 


and  UMM  have  called  my  office  during 
Christmas  and  Thanksgiving  wanting  to 
know  where  help  is  needed.  I  think  these 
disasters,  while  not  catastrophic  as  to 
merit  a  bishop’s  appeal,  call  for  out 
attention  and  generosity,”  Townsend 
said. 

The  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
office  in  cooperation  with  UMCOR  has 
released  this  list  of  items  that  should  be 
included  in  each  health  kit:  1  washcloth, 
1  hand  towel,  1  comb, 

1  nail  file  or  pair  of  fingernail  clippers, 

1  bath  size  (5  oz.  or  larger)  bar  of  soap  in 
original  wrapper,  1  toothbrush  in  origi¬ 
nal  wrapper,  1  tube  of  toothpaste  (43.5 
oz.  or  larger),  6  adhesive  bandages  (such 
as  Band -Aids). 

Only  these  items  in  these  quantities 
should  be  wrapped  in  the  hand  towel 
and  tied  with  string  or  yarn.  Place  this 
package  inside  a  sealed,  one-gallon  plas¬ 
tic  bag  with  a  zipper  closure. 


Church  training  to  promote 
growth  and  welcoming  skills 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Local 
churches  around  the  United  States  will 
learn  more  about  marketing  themselves 
and  honing  their  welcoming  skills  dur¬ 
ing  a  series  of  regional  training  events 
next  year. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  training 
event  is  scheduled  for  9  a.m.-4  p.m., 

April  24,  at  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center.  Contact:  Rena  Yocom  at  (225) 
346-1646,  Ext.  220,  or  laconfry@bell- 
south.net. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom)  is  coordinating  nearly  30 
regional  training  events  in  2001  as  part 
of  the  denomination’s  Igniting  Ministry 
campaign.  Through  a  major  investment 
in  television  commercials,  the  campaign 
is  aimed  at  increasing  awareness  of  the 
denomination,  bringing  in  new  mem¬ 
bers  and  reacquainting  old  members 
with  the  church.  As  of  Oct.  25,  six  region¬ 
al  training  sites  had  been  confirmed  and 
14  others  were  in  the  process  of  being 
confirmed  or  discussed.  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  will 
assist  UMCom. 

The  regional  training,  which  will 
begin  in  March,  will  expand  the  scope  of 
the  campaign  by  offering  resources  to 
assist  local  churches  in  strengthening 
their  welcoming  and  marketing  skills, 
Igniting  Ministry  officials  said.  Training 
will  rotate  among  the  five  jurisdictions. 

“The  goal  is  to  ensure  that  what  is 
available  in  the  television  ads  is  going  to 
be  available  at  our  local  churches,”  said 
Shirley  Whipple  Struchen,  director  of  the 
regional  training  for  UMCom.  The 
events  will  help  churches  be  hospitable 
and  welcoming,  she  explained. 

Local  churches  are  encouraged  to 
send  a  minimum  of  three  members  of 
their  teaching  membership  team, 
including  the  pastor,  to  the  daylong 


events.  For  a  $35  registration  fee,  each 
attending  congregation  will  receive  help 
in  increasing  community  awareness  of 
their  presence.  Participants  will  explore 
how  people  are  made  to  feel  welcome 
and  wanted.  They  also  will  examine  the 
quality  of  life  in  their  communities, 
using  demographic  materials  and  a 
planning  kit  filled  with  practical  “how¬ 
to”  guides  for  local  churches.  One  kit,  to 
be  used  during  the  course  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  will  be  given  to  each  church.  The 
kits  will  be  available  in  March. 

In  an  effort  to  prepare  for  the  regional 
events,  the  agency  is  hosting  two  “Train 
the  Trainers”  events  Feb.  13-15  and  Feb. 
19-21  at  Scarritt- Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville.  These  sessions  are  designed  to 
train  those  who  will  provide  leadership 
for  the  regional  events. 

People  receiving  matching  grants  are 
required  to  participate  in  one  of  the 
regional  training  events.  Matching 
grants  will  enable  annual  conferences 
and  congregations  to  buy  local  and 
regional  advertising  on  television.  The 
matching  grants  are  a  supplement  to  the 
national  Igniting  Ministry  campaign  and 
will  be  used  to  reach  people  the  local 
church  is  trying  to  attract. 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
contributing  $1  million  annually  in 
matching  grants  for  use  by  conferences 
and  churches.  Three  rounds  of  up  to 
$50,000  per  applicant  will  be  imple¬ 
mented  yearly. 

Application  forms  are  available  by 
calling  (877)  281-6535  or  by  going  to 
http://www.ignitingministry.org  on  the 
World  Wide  Web.  Deadline  for  applica¬ 
tions  is  Dec.  1. 

More  details  will  be  available  at  the 
campaign’s  Web  site  or  by  contacting 
Struchen  at  (212)  870-2402  or  by  email  at 
sstruchen@umcom.org. 
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Mission  team  continues  work  of  Russia  Initiative 


Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  pastor  of  the 
David  Haas  Memorial- Trinity- White’s 
Chapel  UMC  and  Louisiana  Conference 
Mission  Secretary,  led  a  nine-person  del¬ 
egation  on  a  mission  trip  to  the  Russian 
cities  of  Ekaterinburg  and  Pervouralsk 
on  Sept.  11-22.  This  was  part  of  the 
ongoing  ministry  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Russia  Initiative  Task 
Force  fulfilling  its  mission  in  the 
“Supportive  Church  Relationship"  and 
Milliron’s  sixth  trip  to  the  area.  The  dele¬ 
gation  went  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Russian  pastors  at  FUMC-Ekaterinburg 
and  at  the  Pervouralsk  UMC. 

Two  laity  from  the  Memorial  UMC  in 
Bastrop,  Sarrah  and  Carl  Green,  accom¬ 
panied  Milliron  from  Louisiana.  Rev. 

Bob  Shell,  associate  pastor  of  the 
Vineville  UMC  in  Macon,  Ga.,  and  five 
laity  joined  in  the  mission  trip  as  well. 
Each  team  member  fulfilled  specific 
missional  needs  of  the  outreach.  Funds 
for  the  trip  were  raised  by  each  team 
member. 

The  team  led  in  four  central  areas  of 
ministry.  First  was  a  “Leadership 
Development  Seminar”  for  the  laity  of 
six  United  Methodist  congregations  and 
two  Pentecostal  churches  in  the  area. 
More  than  80  Russian  lay  leaders  were  in 
attendance  for  the  seminar.  Second  was 
a  “Spiritual  Life  Retreat”  for  the  1 1 
United  Methodist  pastors  in  the  area. 
Third  was  leading  in  the  services  of  wor¬ 


New  pastor  of  the  Pervouralsk  UMC,  Rev. 
Ivan  Kozlov,  stands  at  the  continental 
marker  between  Europe  and  Asia  in  the 
Ural  Mountains. 

ship  in  word  and  song.  The  testimonies 
of  the  laypeople  were  powerful.  And 
fourth  was  participating  in  the  United 
Methodist  churhes’  ongoing  ministries 
in  four  House  Churches,  the  Men’s 
Prison  No.  2,  an  UMCOR  Soup  Kitchen 
and  the  Psychiatric  Hospital  (for  cocaine 
and  heroin  addicts  in  detox).  Revs.  Boris 
Dyakonov,  Katya  Zubkova,  and  Yelena 


Tischenko  served  as  inter¬ 
preters  for  the  team. 

The  ministry  in  Russia 
is  growing  at  a  marvelous 
rate.  In  1999  they  celebrat¬ 
ed  that  55  United 
Methodist  Churches  were 
registered  (or  re-registered 
for  the  Russian  parlia¬ 
ment).  Today  there  are  88 
registered  United 
Methodist  Churches  and 
they  expect  ten  new  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  coming 
year  in  addition  to  the  40 
“Partner  Church”  pro¬ 
grams  under  way.  Dr.  R. 

Bruce  Weaver,  director  of 
the  Russia  Initiative  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  notes  that  the 
Russia  Initiative  is  the 
largest  volunteer  work  in 
all  of  United  Methodism 
with  over  4,000  active  participants  from 
more  than  two  dozen  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 

This  wonderful  work  in  Russia  is  only 
ten  years  old,  and  it  all  began  with  the 
Louisiana  connection  with  FUMC- 
Ekaterinburg  when  they  registered  as  a 
Protestant  church  during  the  Soviet-era 
on  Sept.  30, 1990.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
all  88-plus  churches  are  led  by  Russian 
discipled  and  trained  pastors.  At  least 


ten  pastors  have  come  from  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  FUMC-Ekaterinburg. 

And  one  other  thing  of  key  interest  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to 
report  from  this  latest  mission  trip:  the 
building  under  construction  at  FUMC- 
Ekaterinburg  is  now  98%  complete!  A 
dedication  ceremony  is  being  planned 
but  details  are  pending.  And  it  appears 
that  funding  for  the  church’s  furnishings 
are  in  place,  but  funds  for  the  landscap¬ 
ing  and  playground  are  much  needed. 


Missionary  appeals  for  aid  to  Palestinians 

Following  is  a  letter  received  in  the  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  offices  regarding 
United  Methodist  opportunities  to  help  those  most  hurt  by  the  recent  political  uprisings 
in  Israel,  the  Palestinian  West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip. 

Sandra  Olewine  is  a  United  Methodist  missionary  to  Palestine  stationed  in  Bethlehem 
(West  Bank).  She  also  serves  at  the  VIM  contact  for  teams  from  the  United  States.  LAVIM 
will  send  two  teams  to  Bethlehem  in  2001,  April  21-May  6  and  Aug.  18-Sept.  2.  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  director  LAVIM,  and  Ramonalynn  Bethley,  Vivan  UMC,  will  serve  as  team  lead¬ 
ers. 

Louisiana  Conference  congregations  and  individuals  are  urged  to  support  the 
tremendous  needs  in  the  Holy  Land  by  giving  to  the  International  Disaster  Response 
and  Advance  Special  mentioned  in  the  letter.  Your  gifts  can  be  received  at  the 
Conference  offices  in  Baton  Rouge:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Be  sure  to  write  the  Advance  Special  numbers  on  your  check. 

Dear  Friends, 

As  we  near  the  one-month  mark  of  the  current  state  of  conflict,  many  needs  in  the 
Palestinian  community  are  arising.  The  wounds  range  from  physical,  emotional,  spiritu¬ 
al  to  economical.  We  are  receiving  requests  for  medical  supplies,  treatment  for  children 
suffering  from  trauma,  training  programs  for  parents  on  how  to  identify  their  stress  and 
that  of  their  children,  emergency  food,  operating  costs  of  Christian  schools,  etc. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  begin  to  meet  some  of  these  needs,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  created  two  options  for  response.  In  the  early  days  of  the  crisis,  we 
received  a  request  for  emergency  aid  from  Augusta  Victoria  Hospital  on  the  Mount  of 
Olives.  $10,000  was  released  to  provide  for  replenishing  emergency  supplies.  In  addition 
to  providing  funds  to  replenish  medical  supplies  for  the  hospital,  UMCOR  is  exploring 
ways  to  respond  to  the  economic  crisis  caused  by  the  conflict. 

To  make  a  contribution  to  this  fund,  please  give  to  International  Disaster  Response, 
Advance  #982450-8. 

I  received  word  this  morning  from  Paul  Dirdak,  deputy  general  secretary  for  UMCOR, 
that  a  general  emergency  number  is  being  established  by  which  we  can  begin  to 
respond  to  the  numerous  needs  being  sent  to  us.  The  Advance  number  will  be  #601740- 
2. 

Also,  Rev.  Robert  Walton  wrote  me  this  morning  saying  that  UMCOR- VIM  stands 
ready  to  send  teams  to  help  rebuild  what  the  bombs  are  destroying. 

As  soon  as  it  is  possible,  they  will  be  ready  to  assist  in  sending  teams  and  resources  to 
restore  that  which  has  been  physically  destroyed. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  responding  to  the  hurts  and  trauma  of  the  peoples  of  this 
land. 

God  bless  and  keep  you, 

Rev.  Sandra  Olewine 

United  Methodist  Liaison  -  Jerusalem 


Awotwi  follows  call  to  Baton  Rouge 


BY  DOLLENE  SIMS  AND  LYN  SHEEHAN 

God’s  plans  are  not  always  easy  to 
decipher.  Witness  God’s  work  in  the 
life  of  Dr.  Joseph  Daniel  Awotwi,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Mark’s 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Born  in  Ghana, 

West  Africa, 

Awotwi’s  goal  was  to 
become  a  medical 
doctor.  Awotwi  and 
his  wife,  Johanna, 
met  in  medical 
school  in  Ghana  where  she  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  school  of  nursing.  Awotwi 
graduated  from  medical  school  in 
1973  and  was  assigned  to  Harlem 
Hospital  in  New  York  for  his  residen¬ 
cy.  They  married  and  traveled  to  the 
United  States.  While  in  New  York, 
Awotwi  applied  for  a  fellowship  in 
pediatric  pulmonary  disease  at 
Tulane  University.  This  was  God’s 
provision  for  him  to  enter  Louisiana. 

The  Awotwis  joined  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  and  followed  God’s  leading 
to  help  with  a  new  church.  This  new 
work  was  to  become  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Church. 

For  the  next  10  years,  Awotwi  had 
a  private  practice,  as  well  as  assistant 
professorships  at  Tulane  and  LSU 
medical  schools.  He  continued  to 
serve  God  at  Cornerstone,  eventually 
serving  on  virtually  every  board  in 
the  church. 

The  new  church  met  in  a  local 


hospital,  and  the  Awotwis  and  theft- 
children  were  active  in  both  Sunday 
School  and  worship.  The  strong  faith 
of  Joseph  and  Johanna  Awotwi  was 
evident  in  their  lives. 

“I  am  helping,  serving,  contribut¬ 
ing.  What  am  I  to  do  with  all  of  this?” 
Awotwi  asked  himself.  He  said  he 
never  discussed  the  possibility  of 
being  called  by  God,  but  “God  kept 
sending  people,  asking  the  same 
questions  and  encouraging  me  to 
enter  the  ministry.” 

Confusion  made  him  ask  God 
about  a  master  plan,  but  he  did  not 
receive  one. 

“God  was  determined  to  get  me,” 
said  Awotwi.  He  enrolled  in  seminary 
at  Duke  University  and  studied  from 
1995  to  1998.  In  order  to  study  and 
attend  required  meetings,  he  stopped 
private  practice  and  began  to  work  in 
a  hospital.  Awotwi  explained  that  in 
private  practice,  he  was  on  call  all  the 
time. 

Part  of  God’s  plan  is  Rev.  Awotwi’s 
appointment  to  St.  Mark’s. 

“As  is  characteristic  of  God,  He 
has  not  told  me  what  the  whole  plan 
is,”  said  Awotwi.  “All  that  God  told  me 
...  is  that  I  should  come.” 

The  Awotwis  have  five  children: 
Lisa  (Mrs.  Neal  Collins),  Adwa  who  is 
a  student  at  Duke  University  Law 
School,  Araba  who  is  a  senior  at  Penn 
State  University,  Ama  who  is  in  the 
first  year  at  Clairmont  McKenna 
University  in  California,  and 
Kwamena  who  is  in  the  seventh 
grade  at  Episcopal  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Bush  UMC 'Can  Do7  youth  raise  big  bucks  for  1000  Club 


Understanding  the  importance  of 
having  a  church  in  their  community 
and  believing  that  by  collecting  money 
for  the  1000  Club  they  could  help  oth¬ 
ers  have  one,  four  youths  from  Bush 
United  Methodist  Church  have  con¬ 
tributed  $1,360  and  are  still  going. 

Most  of  the  money  came  in  $10-$  15 
increments  from  individuals  in  the 
church  and  surrounding  community 
after  the  young  people  made  personal 
contacts  to  share  what  they  knew  about 
the  purpose  of  the  endeavor  and  make 
a  heartfelt  request  for  their  participa¬ 
tion.  They  quickly  exceeded  their  origi¬ 
nal  goal,  but  they  just  kept  going,  know¬ 
ing  that  their  success  was  for  the  glory 
of  God. 

“I  just  explained  why  we  needed  this 


money  and  why  we  should  help.  Once 
they  understood,  they  got  really  excited 
about  it”  said  Helen  Wood,  wife  of  the 
church’s  pastor,  Rev.  Karl  Wood. 

Her  voice  was  full  of  energy  and  love 
as  she  described  the  “good  and  active” 
group  she  calls  the  “Can  Do”  kids.  She 
has  always  had  an  interest  and  love  for 
youth  and  began  working  with  this 
group  during  the  summer  to  give  them 
a  place  to  swim,  eat  and  talk  about 
things  that  mattered  to  them  and  to 
their  faith.  They  learned  about  being  in 
mission  and  about  how  God  could 
work  through  them  to  help  others. 

They  plan  to  continue  their  involve¬ 
ment  in  helping  others  and  are  now 
considering  how  they  can  help  the  eld¬ 
erly  with  needed  household  repairs. 


Greensburg  UMC  youth  reach  out  through  lock-in 


The  youth  lock-in  at 
ireensburg  United  Methodist 
;hurch  began  with  swimming 
nd  worship  at  a  member’s 
iome,  where  a  time  of  devo- 
ion  and  praise  singing  was  led 
iy  the  pastor  who  accompa- 
iied  them  on  his  guitar. 

Later,  at  the  church,  the  all- 
Light  activities  included  every- 
hing  necessary  for  a  successful 
ack-in:  food  (nachos,  hot  dogs, 
hili,  cookies  and  ice  cream), 
sllowship,  (ping-pong,  foose- 
iall,  air  hockey  and  games), 
ausic  (portable  sound  system, 
lastor’s  guitar),  and  spiritual 
xperiences  (praise  singing  and  devotionals). 

Mocking  two  current  TV  shows,  “Whose  Line  Is  It 
uiyway?”  and  “Who  Wants  To  Be  A  Millionaire?”  was  espe- 
ially  enjoyable  for  the  youth,  but  the  highlight  of  the 
vening  came  from  a  spiritual  experience  led  by  the  pastor. 

A  circle  was  formed  and  the  youth  tossed  a  ball  of  yarn  to 


one  another  while  still  holding 
the  string  and  giving  that  per¬ 
son  a  message  of  love.  After 
many  such  exchanges,  a  beauti¬ 
ful  web  of  yarn  was  formed, 
and  the  pastor  explained  how 
the  love  of  Christ  is  spread  by 
each  of  us  to  form  a  web  of 
love. 

One  of  the  youth  then  laid  in 
the  web  and  the  surrounding 
members  lifted  the  surprised 
and  giggling  youth  off  the 
ground.  “This  is  how  we  are  lift¬ 
ed  up  by  the  Love  of  Christ  and 
through  the  web  of  Christian 
love,”  the  pastor  said. 

By  morning  the  youth  were  tired,  the  chaperones  exhaust¬ 
ed  and  everyone  seemed  glad  they  had  come.  Then  one  of 
the  youth  made  a  statement  that  pierced  the  heart  of  the 
pastor.  He  said,  “Thanks  for  having  this  for  us!  It  was  great! 
The  next  time  I’m  going  to  bring  a  million  of  my  friends  to 
this.” 


Five  churches  join 
in  Habitat  project 

Members  of  five  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Slidell  area  had  a  good 
opportunity  this  summer  to  get 
acquainted  and  be  in  mission  together 
in  Christ’s  name.  First  United  Methodist, 
Hartzell  Mount  Zion,  Pearl  River, 
Aldersgate  and  Lacombe  began  con¬ 
struction  on  a  Habitat  for  Humanity 
building  called  Faith  Home. 

The  biblical  mandates  of  caring  for 
the  poor  and  serving  God  by  serving 
others  are  at  the  heart  of  Habitat’s  work. 
Habitat  is  a  servant  of  the  church,  and 
witnessing  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  a  common  goal  for  both  of  them. 

Joyce  Ellerman,  a  Lacombe  resident, 
partnered  with  the  churches  and 
Habitat  to  construct  her  one-bedroom 
home.  The  churches  provide  funding 
and  labor  for  the  home,  which  is  now 
nearing  completion  with  only  painting 
of  the  interior  walls,  floor  covering  and 
cabinetwork  remaining  to  be  done. 

If  anyone  wishes  to  contribute  to  this 
project,  please  send  checks  to  ESTHFH, 
PO  Box  2952,  Slidell,  LA  70459-2952. 

Team  works  at  three 
Houston  mission  sites 

The  Youth  Mission  Trip  2000  from 
Tangipahoa  United  Methodist  Church 
and  Pine  Ridge  United  Methodist 
Church  departed  early  Sunday  morning, 
June  25,  following  a  consecration  service 
at  Pine  Ridge  led  by  Rev.  Clint  Lovell. 
Their  destination  was  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
downtown  Houston,  where  the  group 
resided  while  working  at  several  mission 
projects. 

During  the  week,  the  14  youth  and  six 
adults  worked  at  Christian  Alliance,  an 
organization  involved  in  many  mission 
fields  in  the  metropolitan  area  and 
abroad.  Later  at  Medical  Bridges,  a  med¬ 
ical  missionary  organization  located  in 
downtown  Houston,  they  sorted  med¬ 
ical  supplies  that  will  be  shipped  to  dis¬ 
aster  areas  around  the  world.  Squeezed 
in  along  with  these  projects  was  a  trip  to 
a  homeless  shelter  where  the  group  per¬ 
formed  numerous  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments. 
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Small  churches 
should  haveVBS 

“Have  it!" 

Hodge  United  Methodist  Church 
sends  this  message  to  all  rural  churches 
that  question  the  possibility  of  having 
Vacation  Bible  School. 

We  had  all  of  the  questions  and  con¬ 
cerns.  The  number  of  volunteers,  mate¬ 
rials  and  other  resources  were  all  in 
question.  However,  the  members  decid¬ 
ed  to  take  a  step  in  faith  and  by  the 
grace  of  God  it  was  a  great  success. 

We  decided  that  the  best  possible 
time  was  from  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  One 
night  we  had  as  many  as  16  children. 

Hodge  UMC  would  like  to  encourage 
other  small  churches  to  schedule 
Vacation  Bible  School.  It  is  a  great  way 
to  provide  and  promote  togetherness  for 
the  children  of  the  community,  and  the 
church  as  well. 


Castor  and  Ringgold  UMCs  celebrate  graduation 


111 


On  Sunday,  Oct.  22,  Castor  United 
Methodist  Church  hosted  the 
Confirmation  Service  for  the  Castor  and 
Ringgold  United  Methodist  churches. 
Rev.  Tommy  Freeman,  pastor,  extended 
greetings  to  the  family,  friends  and 
membership  in  attendance.  The  invoca¬ 
tion  was  given  by  Stacy  Moore,  a  confir¬ 
mation  candidate. 

Each  young  candidate  in  the 
Confirmation  Class  of  2000  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Rev.  Freeman:  Barbara  Allen, 
Tyleshia  Anderson,  Thomas  Clayborn, 
Abby  Hill,  Reba  McCoy,  Stacy  Moore, 
Mitchell  Ray,  Kaylie  Robinson,  Holly 
Sangster,  Jennifer  Thomas  and 
Stephanie  Thomas.  Cited  for  perfect 
attendance  were  Clayborn,  Hill,  McCoy, 
Sangster  and  Thomas. 

The  class  color  was  red,  representing 
the  blood  of  Christ  and  the  Day  of 
Pentecost. 

The  class  responded  to  questions  by 
Rev.  Freeman  concerning  their  six-week 
study  on  the  following  topics:  Who  is 
Jesus?,  Who  and  what  is  the  Trinity?, 


Grace  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  district  youth  council  of  Ruston  hosted  a  District  Youth  Event  in  the  Grace  UMC  fellowship 
hall  Sunday,  Sept.  10.  The  event  included  a  concert  by  "Tin  Man  Jones."  There  was  much  celebration  and  enthusiasm  as  the  group 
sang  praises  to  God  in  a  contemporary  manner.  John  Williams  reported  that  more  than  300  youth  attended  from  all  over  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Profits  from  the  event  will  be  donated  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund.  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  Ruston  district  superintendent,  joined  the 
youth  at  the  concert. 


of  confirmands 

What  is  the  Bible?,  What  is  the  Church?, 
What  are  the  Sacraments?,  What  do  I  do 
now? 

Comments  were  made  by  class  mem¬ 
bers,  and  a  covenant  prayer  was  shared 
by  the  class  and  those  attending  the 
service. 

The  preparatory  members  were 
affirmed  as  full  members  and  the  sacra¬ 
ment  of  Baptism  administered  to  Ray 
and  Sangster.  During  the  Laying  on  of 
Hands  service,  each  new  member  was 
given  words  of  encouragement  and 
blessing  by  those  in  attendance. 

Amy  HU1,  a  member  of  the  class,  con¬ 
cluded  the  service  with  prayer. 

The  families  and  new  members  were 
congratulated  by  all  in  attendance.  A 
reception  prepared  by  Castor  UMC  con¬ 
cluded  the  evening’s  celebration. 

This  confirmation  class  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  attending  a  special  confirmation 
celebration  time  on  May  19  with  other 
new  members  from  across  the  state. 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  will  conduct 
the  service. 

Bishop  visits  Ruston 
Children's  Home 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  Hutchinson 
attended  an  Oct.  2  social  gathering, 
along  with  board  members  and  friends 
of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  at  the  residence  of  Randy  and 
Rosemary  Ewing  in  Quitman. 

On  Oct.  3,  the  Hutchinsons  visited 
the  Ruston  children’s  home  campus  and 
the  bishop  gave  an  inspirational  devo¬ 
tion  to  begin  the  fall  board  meeting. 
They  stayed  for  the  luncheon  and  time 
of  fellowship. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Carol  Stewart 
2013  Hwy.  794 
Gibson,  LA  71028 
(318)  254-8200 
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Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Honors  Honors 


21st  Century  Club  Century  Club 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Baker, 

Slidell 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  J.  “Jimmie”  Caraway, 
Baton  Rouge 
Elsie  Seals  SS  Class,  Jena 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  F.  Justiss,  Jr., 

Jena 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Sabin, 
Monroe 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Byrum  \V.  Teekell, 
Shreveport 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Marcus  Wren,  Jr., 
Minden 


Promotion  of  membership  in  the  Century  Club  is  the  project  of  the 
Board  of  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children  and  Family  Services,  Inc. 
Membership  in  the  Century  Club  requires  a  contribution  of  $100  annual¬ 
ly  and  is  open  both  to  individuals  and  groups.  Money  received  from 
Century  Club  membership  is  used  to  help  strengthen  and  undergird  the 
present  program  of  services  of  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
Contributions  of  this  purpose  should  be  clearly  marked  so  that  proper 
credit  is  given  on  the  records  of  LMCH. 

21st  Century  Club 

The  concept  of  this  new,  annual-giving  opportunity  originated  with 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  James  J.  “Jimmie  ’  Caraway,  who  are  its  first  contribu¬ 
tors.  Membership  in  the  21st  Centuiy  Club  requires  a  one-time  gift  of 
$2100,  which  pays  the  initial  year  of  Century  Club  membership  and 
places  the  remaining  $2,000  in  the  endowment,  ensuring  that  the  annual 
$100  gift  for  Century  Club  membership  continues  throughout  the  years 
of  the  21st  century.  This  project  offers  an  occasion  for  individuals  or 
groups  to  ensure  a  legacy  of  giving  to  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  “making  a  difference’  in  the  lives  of  the  children  in  our  care. 


CENTURY  CLUB  2000 


Paul  K.  Adams,  Alexandria 

Mack  and  Ruth  Albritton,  Pioneer 

Alliance  Drilling  Consultants,  Jena 

Chris  and  Gloria  Andrews,  Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Baker,  Slidell 

Bank  of  Jena,  Jena 

Edna  Barteet,  Arcadia 

Overton  Barteet,  Arcadia 

Ashley  Bateman,  Monroe 

Ms.  Kathy  Beard-Pi ckett,  Shreveport 

John  and  Donna  Bergstedt,  Sulphur 

Douglas  and  Carolyn  Bieniek,  Monroe 

Warren  and  Mary  Lou  Blakeman,  West  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Bliss,  Monroe 

M.  A.  “Buddy"  and  La verne  Bodron,  Monroe 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Damon  Bradford,  Monroe 

Billy  and  Llean  Brown.  Monroe 

Mrs.  Claire  A.  Brown,  Ruston 

Rev.  Margaret  L  Brown,  Start 

Welton  and  Jackie  Brumfield.  Amite 

Iamar  and  Dee  Dee  Buffington.  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Burson,  Monroe 

Mrs.  Martha  H.  Burtt,  Baton  Rouge 

Frank  M.  Busch,  Houston 

Fran  and  Vic  Bussie,  Baton  Rouge 

Mrs.  Jean  Cadenhead,  Haynesville 

Judge  and  Mrs.  J.  Jay  Caraway,  Bossier  City 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  J.  “Jimmy"  Caraway,  Baton 

Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  M.  Caraway,  Macon 
CARE  Team  of  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 

William  S.  “Bill”  Carter,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Casteel,  Monroe 
Mary  Louise  Collins,  Jonesboro 
Bruce  and  Tyrette  Cowan,  Ruston 
Jim  and  Eloise  Cox,  Jena 
Sherry  J.  Cox  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Crawford,  Jr.,  Shreveport 
Mike  and  Linda  Cummings,  Monroe 
J.  C.  and  Ellen  Cunningham,  Monroe 
Douglas  Curtis,  Tallulah 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claiborne  Dameron,  Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Davison,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Travis  Defreese,  Ruston 

Benny  and  Carol  Denny,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terrel  J.  DeVille,  Dubach 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Donald,  West  Monroe 

Hollis  and  Cathy  Downs,  Ruston 

Mrs.  Ella  M.  Doyle,  Slidell 

Driggers  and  Blackwell,  Ruston 

Doug  and  Kay  Duty,  Monroe 

Mrs.  Helon  A.  Earle,  Jonesboro 

Max  and  Molly  Edwards,  Sfireveport 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Alan  D.  Einsel,  Zachary 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Elmore,  Ruston 

Robert  and  Harriette  Elrod,  Tallulah 

Elsie  Seals  SS  Class,  Jena 

Merle  Emerson,  Monroe 

John  and  Sallie  finory,  Ruston 

Elva  Evans,  Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Evans,  Jr.,  Natcliitoches 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Brandon  Ewing,  Ruston 

Randy  and  Rosemary  Ewing,  Quitman 

Florence  Feazel,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Fike,  Baton  Rouge 

First  Republic  Bank,  Ruston 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Flournoy,  Ruston 

George  and  Toni  Foote,  Alexandria 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  G.  Forrest,  Amite 

Lorraine  Fourrier,  Baton  Rouge 

Leon  and  Catherine  Garfield,  Monroe 

Mrs.  Maxie  Garrett,  Haynesville 

Justin  and  Nancy  Garrison,  Ruston 

E.  Ray  Glasgow,  Amite 

Good  News  SS  Class  of  1st  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

G.  Hoye  &  Jane  Grafton,  Ruston 

Danny  and  Kate  Graham,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  N.  Grimes,  Homer 

Mrs.  Pike  Hall,  Jr.,  Shreveport 

John  W.  and  Etta  Faye  Hamilton,  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  J.  Hardin,  Alexandria 

Jud  Harper,  Minden 

Mrs.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  Natchitoches 

Dean  Harrison,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  L  Harvill,  Baton  Rouge 

Ray  and  Joanna  Hauser,  DeRidder 

Hayes  Lumber  Co.  Inc.,  Jena 

Dr.  Robert  S.  Hendrick,  Jr.,  Monroe 

Ronald  and  Shelley  Hill,  Sterlington 

Roberta  Green  Hinton,  Ruston 

Bill  and  Frances  Hochstetler,  Monroe 

Gerald  Hoffpair,  Lake  Charles 

Mrs.  Thesta  Ann  W.  Hogan,  Ruston 

Wayne  and  Grace  Holloway,  West  Monroe 

Mrs.  MaryBelle  Holstead,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Hudson,  Ruston 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.,  Rayville 

Harold  and  Regina  Humphries,  West  Monroe 

Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries,  Monroe 

Trott  and  Karen  Hunt,  Ruston 

Mr.  Tom  Hunt,  Dallas 

Tawni  Jones,  Dodson 

Jonesboro  UMC  United  Methodist  Women 
Jonesboro  UMC  United  Methodist  Men 
Neil  and  Doris  Jordan,  Galveston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  F.  Justiss,  Jr.,  Jena 


J.  F.  Justiss,  III,  Jena 

Justiss  Oil  Co.,  Inc,  Jena 

Sherman  C.  Justus,  Jr.,  Amite 

Florence  Kirby,  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Langhart,  Monroe 

IaSalle  Loan  &  Insurance  Agency,  Jena 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  L.  Ledbetter,  Jonesboro 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Joe  Lee,  Tallulah 

John  M.  Lee,  Coushatta 

Bob  and  Elaine  Levy,  Dubach 

Beau  Lewis,  Wmnfield 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  Lewis,  Haynesville 

James  and  Marilynn  Lewis,  Winnfield 

Marcia  Jindsay,  St.  Francisville 

Mrs.  Jennifer  J.  Ix>e,  Jena 

Reggie  Loe,  Trout 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  P.  Love,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Love,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Loy,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Martin,  Jr.,  Alexandria 

Johnny  and  Jo  Anne  Maxwell,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  H.  Mayton,  Baton  Rouge 

W.  B.  McCartney,  Jr.,  Jena 

Jim  and  Bonnie  McDaniel,  Tallulah 

Bucky  and  Joy  McElroy,  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  McGehee,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Lucius  D.  McGehee,  Sr.,  Ruston 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  Ruston 

Mrs.  Lou  E.  Medlock,  Monroe 

Frank  and  Faye  Miller,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gary  D.  Mitchell,  The  Woodlands 

F.  D.  and  Sue  Molsberry,  Rayville 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roy  B.  Moore,  Jonesboro 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Morgan,  Monroe 

L.D.  “Buddy"  and  Sara  Napper,  Ruston 

Robert  and  Linda  Nash,  Pineville 

George  D.  Nelson,  Shreveport 

Linda  Newton,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  O'Neal,  Jr.,  Choudrant 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Owens,  Alexandria 

Tonya  Panepinto,  Judy  Foust,  and  Susan  Vanderkuy 

Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Panichas,  Baton  Rouge 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Parker,  Ruston 
Charles  and  Arm  Parvin,  Pineville 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aylon  T.  Pate,  Jonesboro 
Mrs.  Ollie  C.  Payne,  Deridder 
Doyle  and  Pat  Pickett,  Shreveport 
Mrs.  Mabel  Clair  Placke,  Tallulah 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Porter,  Shreveport 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  W.  Prior,  Homer 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  Ruston 
Horace  W.  Rand,  Alexandria 
Dr.  Michael  D.  Reeves,  Baton  Rouge 
Larry  and  T.  J.  Reid,  Amite 


TJtis  page  purchased  by  the  La.  Methodist  Children’s  Home  of  Ruston. 


CENTURY  CLUB 

_ Yes,  I  would  like  to  join  the  Century  Club  of 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home.  I  understand 
my  yearly  pledge  of  $100  is  due  by  June  30 

My  name  and  address  is: 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ ZIP _ 

Phone: _ 

Name  for  Century  Club  Brochure  if  different  from 
above: 


Mail  your  check  with  this  coupon  to: 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 
I  PO  Box  929  I 

|  Ruston,  LA  71273-0929  | 

|  ATTN:  Century  Club  | 

L-  —  —  —  —  — 


Jack  and  Ruth  Reuther,  Baton  Rouge 

Dr.  Kent  Rhodes  and  family,  Zachary 

Mrs.  Norine  Z.  Rishell,  Monroe 

Dorothy  Ritchie,  Ruston 

Mrs.  Jean  B.  Rockhold,  Jonesboro 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Rogers,  Ruston 

Bill  and  Betty  Rowell,  Kenner 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Rundell,  Alexandria 

Keith  and  Shaundra  Rushing,  Monroe 

Paul  and  Linda  Sabin,  Monroe 

Mrs.  Elouise  Sanders,  Arcadia 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Sanders,  Ruston 

Mrs.  Mattie  M.  Schech,  Belle  Chasse 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Schubert,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  Scurlock,  Shreveport 

Morgan  and  Claudie  Shaffer,  Gibsland 

Ron  and  Gin  Shemwell,  Monroe 

Elwood  and  Sharon  Shepherd,  Gibsland 

Charlie  and  Nell  Sherrod,  Monroe 

Mickey  SJiirley,  Shreveport 

Mrs.  Sara  L.  Simmonds,  Alexandria 

Benny  and  Bonita  V  Simonton,  Dubach 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tim  Smith,  Choudrant 

Ms.  Dorothy  M.  Smith,  Sicily  Island 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Smith,  Ruston 

Shelby  Lee  Smith,  Shreveport 

Spirit  Builders  Class  of  St.  Paul's  UMC,  Monroe 

St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Men  of  Monroe 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Stafford,  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  Stanford,  Jonesboro 

Corre  A.  Stegall,  Ruston 

Skip  and  Denise  Stinson,  Marion 

David  and  Sissy  Stone,  Shreveport 

Rev.  Mickey  and  Joyce  Stringfield,  Ruston 

W.  Fred  and  Pat  Stumpf,  Sulphur 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rick  Sutton,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A  Tarver,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  S.  Taylor,  Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dusty  Taylor,  Ruston 

Byrum  and  Jan  Teekell,  Shreveport 

The  Teekell  Company,  Inc.,  Shreveport 

The  Trust  Co.  of  Louisiana,  Ruston 

Tom  and  Myra  Tosten,  Monroe 

UMW  of  Nolley  Memorial  UMC,  Jena 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Vaughan,  Shreveport 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  Walpole,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Weldon,  Alexandria 

Wesley  Fellowship,  Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  L.  Wheat,  Jr.,  Ruston 

Mrs.  Docia  Kent  Whipple,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  B.  Wideman,  Ruston 

Bob  and  Kaye  Wiley,  Ruston 

Joe  Wilson,  Jena 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Jr.,  Monroe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Wren,  Jr.,  Minden 
Sara  W.  Younger,  Bastrop 
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IN  BRIEF 

Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Hymnal  roll-out  event  will  feature  all-star  cast  of  experts 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  -  The  call  is  out  for  people  who  work  with  church  music  to 
attend  what  could  be  the  most  significant  event  in  United  Methodist  hymnody  in 
more  than  a  decade.  The  Nov.  15  early  registration  deadline  is  approaching  for  the 
introduction  of  the  new  United  Methodist  hymnal  supplement,  The  Faith  We  Sing. 
The  event,  set  for  Feb.  6-8  in  Nashville,  will  include  workshops  and  worship  led  by 
some  of  the  foremost  names  in  sacred  music.  The  churchwide  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  are  cosponsors. 

More  than  a  dozen  leaders  are  lined  up,  including  the  Rev.  Don  E.  Saliers,  profes¬ 
sor  of  theology  and  worship  at  Candler  School  of  Theology;  the  Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson, 
minister  of  music  at  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta  and  music  direc¬ 
tor  for  worship  at  the  2000  General  Conference;  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  of 
the  United  Methodist  Hymnal  and  its  1966  predecessor,  The  Methodist  Hymnal;  and 
the  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman,  general  editor  of  the  supplement  and  former  director  of 
worship  resources  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

For  registration  details,  contact  Melanie  Hooper,  (877)  899-2780,  Ext.  7176,  or 
mhooper@gbod.org.  For  answers  to  event  questions,  contact  Dean  McIntyre,  (877) 
899-2780,  Ext.  7073,  or  dmcintyre@gbod.org. 

Council  to  help  United  Methodists  ‘live  into  the  future’ 

DAYTON,  Ohio  -  Transforming  the  United  Methodist  Church  into  a  more  effec¬ 
tive  worldwide  movement  will  be  a  central  challenge  for  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  during  the  next  four  years. 

Meeting  Oct.  20-24  to  organize  for  2001-2004,  the  80-member  council  reviewed  a 
long  list  of  new  and  continuing  responsibilities  and  concluded  that  "Living  Into  the 
Future,"  a  referral  from  the  General  Conference,  will  be  a  top  priority.  The  referral 
asks  GCOM  to  provide  leadership  and  develop  recommendations  for  responding  to 
five  "transformational  directions"  identified  by  the  denomination's  Connectional 
Process  Team. 

The  directions  deal  with  Christian  formation,  spiritual  leadership,  empowerment 
for  ministry,  strengthening  global  connections  and  ecumenical  relationships,  and 
encouraging  doctrinal  and  theological  discourse.  General  Conference  delegates  said 
the  principles  "need  to  be  brought  to  life  at  every  level  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  over  the  next  quadrennium." 

Books  of  Discipline,  Resolutions  set  for  Jan.  1  release 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  -  The  Book  of  Discipline  and  Book  of  Resolutions  will  be  vari¬ 
able  Jan.  1,  according  to  officials  with  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  The 
books  are  updated  every  four  years,  following  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Conference. 

"In  the  task  of  editing  the  Book  of  Discipline  and  the  Book  of  Resolutions,  we 
have  worked  with  two  values  in  mind:  fidelity  to  the  actions  of  the  General 
Conference,  and  usability,"  said  Harriett  Jane  Olson,  book  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  "I  hope  that  we  have  addressed  both  in  order  to  present  to  the 
church  these  two  volumes  that  are  such  important  expressions  of  its  life  and  min¬ 
istry." 
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On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


A  UMNS  photo  courtesy  of  Rev.  Eddie  Fox 

BALTIC  MISSION  CENTER  -  Worshippers  rejoice  in  front  of  the  Baltic  Mission  Center  in 
Tallinn,  Estonia.  Methodists  from  around  the  world  formally  opened  and  dedicated  the 
Center  Sept.  1 0  as  a  place  of  worship  and  teaching. 


WORLD  WATCH 


Support  group  plans  projects  for  Uganda 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  support  group  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Uganda  is  planning  projects  for  2001  now  that  the  reorganized  church  is  officially 
registered  and  recognized  by  the  Ugandan  government.  Administrative  and  finan¬ 
cial  improprieties  had  led  the  denomination  to  terminate  the  clergy 
membership  of  a  church  leader  and  re-register  with  the  government 
The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Uganda  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
three  district  superintendents,  said  Clyde  Anderson,  a  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  executive. 

The  board  is  addressing  needs  in  Uganda  through  its  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  for  East  Africa  and  part  of  the  $500,000  allotted  to 
East  Africa  through  the  board's  Millennium  Fund.  The  agency  also 
works  with  U.S.  partners  on  mission  projects  in  the  country.  One  such 
group  is  United  withUganda.  At  a  September  meeting  of  United  with  Uganda,  sever¬ 
al  plans  were  discussed,  including  building  a  United  Methodist  orphanage,  deploy¬ 
ing  volunteer  teams  to  help  build  a  secondary  school  building,  and  sending  a  team 
of  teachers  and  volunteers  to  hold  classes  in  United  Methodist  districts.  More  infor¬ 
mation  on  United  with  Uganda  is  available  from  the  Rev.  Mark  Rader  at  (507)  937- 
3177  or  msrader@clear.lakes.com. 

German  United  Methodists  celebrate  150  years  of  history 

MUNICH,  Germany  (UMNS)  -  Theologians  briefly  became  jazz  musicians  as 
German  United  Methodists  celebrated  150  years  of  history  during  an  October  meet¬ 
ing.  About  150  people,  including  94  voting  delegates,  attended  the  Central 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Germany,  which  occurs  every  four 
years.  Besides  discussing  church  business  and  joining  in  worship,  participants 
received  an  entertaining  review  of  church  history. 

Faculty  from  the  seminary  in  Reutlingen  provided  jazz  music,  a  special  cabaret 
show  was  presented,  and  three  active  and  retired  bishops  shared  their  experiences 
from  the  past  40  years.  The  German  church  has  four  annual  (regional)  conferences, 
with  a  total  of  64,000  members. 
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CHILDREN  IN  CRISIS 

The  Families  in  Faith,  Families  in  Crisis  Conference  in  Alexandria  brought  together  reli¬ 
gious  and  political  leaders  from  around  Louisiana  to  discuss  the  problems  facing  the 
state's  children,  such  as  extreme  poverty  and  woefully  inadequate  health  care  and  edu¬ 
cation.  Above:  Former  La.  State  Senator  Randy  Ewing  (left),  who  called  the  state  of  chil¬ 
dren's  welfare  "a  sickness  on  our  land,"  talks  with  U.S.  Senator  John  Breaux  and  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson. 


Left:  Event  organizer  Joanne  White  shows  off  a 
T-shirt  from  the  conference.  Above:  Alexandria 
Mayor  Ned  Randolph  and  Pineville  Mayor 
Clarence  Fields  were  among  many  political 
leaders  who  attended  the  event. 


Conference  seeks  new  communication  specialist 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
seeking  a  communication  specialist  who 
will  serve  as  editor  of  the  Conference 
newspaper,  work  with  volunteer  and 
free-lance  persons  in  communication 
projects,  coordinate  efforts  in  develop¬ 
ing  an  Igniting  Ministries  campaign  for 
television  and  radio  and  give  oversight 


to  internet  ministries. 

For  job  description,  information, 
and/or  application,  please  contact  Dr. 
Rena  Yocom,  Executive  Director,  Mission 
and  Ministries,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Office,  Baton  Rouge,  (225) 
346-1646.  Deadline  for  application  is 
Nov.  15. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER 

10-11 

W.T.  Handy  Convocation:  Strengthening  the 

Black  Church 

Dillard  University,  N.O. 

10-12 

Junior  High  Retreat  #1 

La.  Conference  Center 

10-12 

Exploration  2000 

Airport  Hyatt  Regency 
Dallas 

11 

Strategic  Thinking  and  Visioning  Seminar 

Tri-District  Event  for  North  Shore,  New  Orleans 
and  Baton  Rouge  Districts 

SLU,  Hammond 

14-15 

La.  Conference  Cabinet 

Headquarters  Building 
Baton  Rouge 

18 

Conference  Center  Board 

La.  Conference  Center 

19-22 

Volunteers  in  Mission  Youth  in  Mission 

Leadership  Training 

La.  Conference  Center 

26 

Special  Offering  for  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

30-Dec.  3 

Cursillo  #81 

La.  Conference  Center 

DECEMBER 

5-6 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 

Headquarters  Building, 
Baton  Rouge 

7-10 

Volunteers  In  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

15-17 

Junior  High  Retreat  #2 

La.  Conference  Center 

24 

Special  Offering  for 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

Young  Leaders  Conference  and 
Training 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 

A  United  Methodist  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal 

2350  Methodist  Parkway  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana  71485 
1-318-449-4500 

November  19-  22, 2000 


Sponsored  By: 

Volunteers  in  Mission  and  Conference  Youth  Ministries 

Each  local  church  is  asked  to  elect  through  its  Administrative  Board  or  Council  two  youth  (High  School  - 
Sophomore  or  Junior)  who  show  leadership  capabilities  and  have  mission  interest.  The  Young  Leaders 
Conference  and  Training  is  designed  to  help  develop  their  potential  and  enlarge  their  knowledge  of  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  in  their  local  church  and  school.  The  local  churches  are  asked  to  bear  the  cost  of 
$  1 40.00  (meals,  lodging  and  fees)  for  these  youth  elected  to  attend. 

For  further  information  please  contact: 


Carolyn  Dove 
225-346-1646  ext.  225 
888  239-5286  ext.  225 


Larry  Norman 
225-346-1646  ext.222 
888-239-5286  ext.222 


Due  to  limited  space:  Completed  registration  forms  and  payments  will  be  accepted 

on  a  first  come  -  first  serve  basis. 

Sessions  begin  on:  Sunday,  November  1 9th,  2000  at  5:00  PM 

And  conclude  on:  Wednesday,  November  22nd,  2000  at  1 1 :30  AM 

VIM  Youth  Steering  Committee  Members  are: 

Ms.  Breanna  Betts 
Mr.  Daniel  Carr 
Ms.  Marcia  Clark 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Dove 


Mr.  Matt  Jacobs 
Mr.  Woody  Jacocks 
Rev.  Larry  Norman 
Ms.  Megan  Saucier 


Featured  Presenters: 

Danton  Bankay,from  New  York 

Rev.  Jeremy  Bassett,  from  Church  of  the  Servant,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Registration  form  and  fee  of  $140.00  must  be  received  by 
November  5th 


INSIDE 


Pumpkin  Patch  15 

Conference  Center 
report  /2 

Conference  Calendar  /8 


Honduras  on  the  mend 
with  agencies' aid  /7 

□  Shreveport 
District/ 4 

□  Acadiana 
District/ 5 

□  World  Watch  /  7 

□  In  Brief  /  7 


THE  UNITED 
METHODIST 
CHURCH 


VOL  1,  NO.  21 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


November  24, 2000 


Judicial  Council  rules  Conference  structure  unacceptable 


The  Judicial  Council  has  ruled  that 
the  Structure  and  Rules  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  adopted  in  June 
2000,  do  not  comply  with  the  Discipline 
and  previous  council  rulings.  They  are 
remanded  to  the  Conference  for  further 
action. 

In  a  written  brief,  the  council  gave 
examples  of  work  still  needing  to  be 
done.  For  instance,  Conference  rules 


state  that  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
is  elected  for  the  quadrennium.  They  do 
not  note  that  the  Conference  mission 
secretary,  who  is  a  member  of  the  board, 
must  be  elected  annually. 

It  also  noted  that  Judicial  Council 
Decision  878  ruled  that  a  mandatory 
requirement  of  quotas  in  membership  of 
Annual  Conference  boards  is  unconsti¬ 
tutional.  Therefore,  the  retention  of  the 


Conference  rule  pertaining  to  CFA  that 
“It  is  recommended  that  one-third  of  the 
membership  be  clergy,  one-third  lay- 
women  and  one-third  laymen,”  was 
declared  not  constitutional  because  it 
still  contained  a  “quota”  goal. 

The  council  noted  that  a  portion  of 
the  rules  relating  to  ordained  ministry 

See  STRUCTURE,  page  6 


Takin'  It 
to  the  Streets 

Mission  project  to  focus 
on  N.O.  for  second  year 

Once  again,  hundreds  of  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  will  be  heading  to  New 
Orleans  this  spring  humming  a  familiar  Doobie 
Brothers  tune  -  TAKIN’  IT  TO  THE  STREETS! 

March  23-25,  2001,  has  been  set  as  the  date 
for  the  Conference  VIM’s  annual  mission  inten¬ 
sive  effort  to  help  those  in  need.  In  March  of 
2000,  the  Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  emphasis 
occurred  in  the  New  Orleans  area  where  more 
than  235  volunteers,  adult  and  youth  teams, 
built  27  handicapped  ramps  for  families  who 
could  not  afford  or  were  not  healthy  enough  to 
assemble  their  own  ramps.  Many  handicapped 
family  members  were  essentially  prisoners  of 
their  own  homes. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  Gregor  Dike,  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center,  and  the  city  of  New 

See  TAKIN' IT,  page  3 

Volunteers  from  First  UMC,  New  Iberia,  build  a 
wheelchair  ramp  for  an  elderly  New  Orleans  resi¬ 
dent  as  part  of  Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  2000.  Next 
year's  event  is  scheduled  March  23-25. 


UMMen  prepare  for  8th  international  gathering 


United  Methodist  Men  worldwide  are 
poised  for  the  8th  International 
Congress  of  UMMen  to  be  held  July  13- 
15,  2001,  at  Purdue  University  in 
Indiana.  The  International  Congress 
theme  is  “2001  A  UMMen  Odyssey  - 
Christ’s  Men  in  the  New  Millennium.” 
This  quadrennial  global  meeting  began 
at  Purdue  in  1953  and  continues  to  pro¬ 
vide  men  with  an  unparalleled  spiritual 
experience. 

Nationally  known  author  and  evan¬ 
gelist  Dr.  Tony  Campolo  is  the  keynote 
speaker.  Other  distinguished  speakers 
include  Bishop  Woodie  White, 
Indianapolis  Episcopal  Area;  Dr.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  president  of  Asbury  Seminary; 


and  Tom  Osborne,  former  head  coach  of 
the  Nebraska  Cornhuskers  football 
team. 

More  than  6,000  men  are  expected  to 
attend  the  quadrennial  event.  Other 
nationally  known  speakers  and  authors 
will  engage  participants  in  over  50  work¬ 
shops  covering  a  wide  range  of  topics. 

Conference  planners  are  also  pleased 
to  announce  a  comprehensive  program 
with  many  workshops  offered  to  youth 
and  young  adults  and  featured  music  by 
men’s  choirs  from  across  the  nation.  In 
addition,  a  ministry  fair  will  offer  ven¬ 
dors  an  opportunity  to  share  their 
resources  with  conference  participants. 
Attendees  will  also  be  given  the  opportu¬ 


nity  to  participate  in  a  fun  run  as  well  as 
bowling,  billiard  and  golf  tournaments. 

The  Congress  of  United  Men  will  also 
feature  mission-focused  opportunities 
through  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew's 
Meals  for  Millions  Hunger  Relief  Project. 
Congress  participants  will  be  given  sev¬ 
eral  opportunities  to  distribute  food  to 
hunger  relief  organizations  in  the  area. 

Early  registration  deadline  for 
reduced  rates  is  Dec.  31.  For  information 
contact:  Nona  Schaler,  (800)  359-2968. 
For  brochures  and  information  contact 
Martha  Davis  at  (615)  340-7137, 
mdavis@gcumm.org  or  at  General 
Commission  on  UMMen,  RO.  Box 
340006,  Nashville,  TN  37203-0006. 
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0  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

French  Quarter 


I  wanted  you  to  hear  it  from  me 
first  before  you  hear  it  from  someone 
else.  It  is  true.  I  was  seen  walking  in 
the  French  Quarter  on  the  evening  of 
Oct.  26.  But  I  wasn’t  alone!  I  was  with 
my  wife,  Kay;  two  Cabinet  members 
who  shall  remain  nameless  (to  protect 
their  innocence?),  and  their  spouses. 

We  all  were  in  New  Orleans  as  part 
of  a  regional  training  session  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  and  Health  Benefits.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  served  as  the 
hosts  to  this  national  gathering  and 
did  a  great  job!  I  have  quickly  learned 
that  whenever  people  from  our  Area 
are  given  a  responsibility  they  carry  it 
out  with  great  dignity,  efficiency  and 
effectiveness.  My  personal  thanks  to 
all  who  were  responsible  for  repre¬ 
senting  Louisiana  in  such  a  splendid 
way. 

Following  the  evening  session  in 
which  I  also  spoke  to  those  gathered, 
the  small  group  mentioned  above 
decided  to  walk  through  the  Quarter. 
Ours  was  a  pretty  universal  decision 
because  we  saw  United  Methodists 
everywhere!  I  guess  they  all  were  gath¬ 
ering  data  for  their  local  area  Boards  of 
Pensions  and  Health  Benefits!  As  we 
strolled  along  Bourbon  Street  1  was 
both  intrigued  and  concerned.  I  had 
been  there  on  other  occasions.  I  had 
witnessed  this  “underbelly”  of  society 
before.  But  this  time  I  had  a  new 
awareness  of  the  “lostness”  I  seemed 
to  encounter. 

Hawkers  at  the  doors  wanting  us  to 
come  in  to  see  the  various  shows. 
“Ladies  of  the  Night”  displaying  them¬ 
selves  and  their  trade  in  a  blatant  way. 
Hand-lettered  signs  and  provocative 
pictures  meant  to  stimulate  the  most 
base  thoughts.  Onlookers  like  our¬ 
selves  gawking  at  the  sights.  Others 
who  seemed  quite  at  home  on  this 
street.  And  still  others  whose  lives 
obviously  were  devoid  of  wholeness  — 
physical,  mental,  emotional  —  and, I 
would  be  bold  to  say,  exhibiting  spiri¬ 
tual  vacuums. 

In  its  carnival-like  way  the  scene 
was  entertaining.  It  also  was  depress¬ 
ing.  I  said  to  those  I  was  with,  “Can 
you  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to 
live  this  lifestyle?  What  would  it  be  like 
if  this  garish  scene  was  your  world  and 
these  hollow-eyed  people  were  your 
day-to-day  companions?”  I  felt  I  had 
stepped  into  a  real  life  “Cabaret”  and 


the  darkness  of  it 
all  was  quite  real.  It 
was  quite  a  con¬ 
trast  to  the  beauti¬ 
fully  appointed 
hotel  in  which  we 
were  staying  with 
its  luxury  ameni¬ 
ties,  its  stunning 
fresh  flower 
arrangements,  its 
succulent  meal  and 
the  freshly 
scrubbed,  highly  maintained  clientele 
who  made  up  our  meeting.  What  a  dif¬ 
ference! 

I  could  conclude  that  our  place  as  a 
church  at  that  moment  was  to  address 
the  obvious  spiritual  void  we  had  wit¬ 
nessed  on  this  balmy  evening  stroll  by 
offering  the  collective  wisdom  and 
expertise  that  had  gathered  to  learn 
about  pensions  and  health  benefits  for 
our  United  Methodist  Church.  That,  I 
believe,  is  a  legitimate  conclusion.  Or  I 
could  write  it  off  as  simply  an  educa¬ 
tional  encounter  that  would  make  me 
appreciate  my  comfortable  and  com¬ 
forting  life  a  little  more.  Or  should  my 
conclusion  be  a  little  bit  of  both! 

How  grateful  I  am  that  people  such 
as  those  gathered  at  the  La  Meridien 
Hotel  have  taken  it  as  their  calling  to 
secure  my  lifetime  financial  dignity 
and  have  given  me  the  finest  health¬ 
care  benefits.  Thanks  to  all  of  you! 

But  I  can’t  just  enjoy  that  and  live 
an  insular  life  from  those  who  were 
outside  my  door  that  night.  It  was  for 
them  as  well  as  for  me  that  Jesus  died, 
and  I  am  troubled  in  my  spirit  as  I 
contemplate  their  spirit. 

When  we  returned  to  our  room  we 
had  awaiting  us  the  perfect  ending  to 
a  challenge-filled  day.  The  covers  had 
been  turned  back  on  our  bed  and  a 
mind-calming  mint  was  on  each  pil¬ 
low.  What  a  beautiful,  special  touch. 
But  even  the  smooth  chocolate  could¬ 
n’t  erase  the  scene  outside  the  window 
and  just  across  the  street! 

Sometimes  the  journey  has  disturb¬ 
ing  moments  right  in  the  midst  of  the 
best  of  times,  doesn’t  it?  Have  you  seen 
such  contrasts  right  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  your  own  church  and /  or  busi¬ 
ness?  If  you  haven’t,  I  suggest  you 
haven’t  looked. 

feU 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


GBGM  looking  for  former  US-2s 


A  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
official  is  seeking  the  whereabouts  of 
former  US-2  missionaries  for  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  50th  anniversary  event  in  2001. 

“If  you  know  of  former  US-2  mission¬ 
aries  and  can  give  me  their  contact 
information,  it  would  be  a  wonderful 
help  in  planning  the  event,”  said  Laura 
Fightmaster,  missionary  in  residence  for 
young  adult  programs. 


Fightmaster  is  seeking  the  following 
information: 

1.  Name  and  years  served;  2.  Place¬ 
ment  site(s);  3.  Current  Address;  4.  Per¬ 
manent  Address;  5.  Telephone  Number; 
6.  E-mail  address. 

Send  information  to  Laura 
Fightmaster,  GBGM,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115.  (212)  870-3660; 
miryap3@gbgm-umc.org. 


'How  are  things  at  the 
La.  Conference  Center?' 


BY  TOM  ROBERTSON 
CONFERENCE  CENTER  DIRECTOR 

This  is  the  most  common  question  I 
am  asked  wherever  I  go  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Because  it  is  asked  so  fre¬ 
quently,  I  want  to  respond,  “It  is  well.” 

For  the  past  16  months  we  have  been 
working  on  getting  spending  under  con¬ 
trol,  reforming  our  systems  and  making 
incredible  strides  to  become  the  kind  of 
place  people  feel  “at  home”  when  they 
are  visiting.  Although  there  is  still  more 
than  a  month  left  to 
go  in  2000,  it  looks 
like  we  may  finish 
the  year  with  a  bal¬ 
anced  budget.  Not 
bad  for  an  opera¬ 
tion  that  averaged  a 
$20,000  per  month 
deficit  just  one  and 
a  half  years  ago. 

Through  the  end 
of  August,  our  rev¬ 
enue  had  increased 
over  $100,000  from 
a  year  ago  while  our 
spending  decreased 
by  $60,000.  How?  We  have  introduced 
systems  that  allow  us  to  correctly  book 
groups  and  to  keep  information  updated 
so  that  we  have  legitimate  scheduled 
activity.  This  alone  has  accounted  for 
much  of  our  amazing  turnaround.  I  am 
pleased  with  Cathy  Wimberley,  our 
Conference  Coordinator,  who  manages 
our  reservations  and  takes  care  of 
groups  with  their  requests  and  prepara¬ 
tions. 

People  who  arrive  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  for  the  first  time  are 
enormously  impressed  by  what  they 
find.  The  buildings  are  indeed  very 
impressive.  We  are  glad  of  that,  but  our 


real  mission  is  to  provide  a  gathering 
place  where  wonderful  things  in  the 
Lord  can  take  place.  We  know  our  lead¬ 
ers  bring  important  programs  when  they 
come  for  meetings  at  the  center.  We  do 
our  best  to  compliment  their  programs 
with  clean  and  comfortable  facilities, 
tasty  food  and  warm  hospitality.  And  we 
are  very  glad  to  do  so. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 
however,  is  much  more  than  a  location 
and  a  collection  of  buildings  in  which  to 
gather.  It  is  people  of 
The  United 
Methodist  Church.  It 
is  your  shared  vision 
that  ignited  a  dream 
that  set  into  motion 
a  process  that  even¬ 
tually  created  this 
place.  Granted,  there 
have  been  problems, 
but  that  goes  with 
the  territory  of  any 
learning  experience. 
However,  it  is  our 
collaborative  spirit 
that  got  us  past  this 
difficult  time,  and  it  is  the  same  spirit 
that  will  carry  us  on. 

This  place  is  yours.  Be  proud  of  it. 
Carry  on  your  vision  and  keep  alive  the 
faith  that  ignited  a  whole  conference  to 
create  this  gathering  place.  I  believe  very 
strongly  in  Robert  Browning’s  words, 
“The  best  is  yet  to  be.”  With  your  prayers 
and  ongoing  involvement,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  will  become  that 
vision,  a  reflection  of  your  faith  and  love. 

And,  one  day  when  all  is  said  and 
done,  we  will  be  able  to  truly  look  back 
on  our  achievements  and  give  all  the 
honor  and  glory  to  God. 


The  Conference  Center 
is  much  more  than  a  loca¬ 
tion  and  a  collection  of 
buildings  in  which  to  gather. 
It  is  people  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  is  your 
shared  vision  that  ignited  a 
dream. 
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Faith  community  encouraged  to  curb  delinquency 


Volunteers  from  University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  tutor  children  through  the  Kids  Hope 


Members  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  are 
taking  an  active  role  in  the  lives  of  youth 
in  their  community. 

Each  week  they  tutor  children  at 
University  Terrace  Elementary  School 
who  may  not  otherwise  get  a  lot  of  extra 
academic  help. 

“Church  volunteers  help  out  with 
academics  to  help  them  build  self¬ 
esteem,’’  said  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland, 
University  UMC’s  minister  of  visitation. 

Woodland  was  one  of  about  50  partic¬ 
ipants  at  the  recent  “Shedding  Light  on 
Juvenile  Justice”  conference. 

Woodland  and  others,  including 
judges,  lawyers  and  ministers,  offered 
ways  the  faith-based  community  can 
help  prevent  and  reduce  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency. 

“Churches  have  a  role  to  play  in  help¬ 
ing  people,”  he  said,  but  they  haven’t  uti¬ 
lized  that  role  of  “helping  your  neighbor” 
well. 

Woodland  said  churches  should  push 
for  legislation  that  will  designate  more 
money  toward  educational  and  preven¬ 
tative  programs  that  keep  children  occu¬ 
pied  and  out  of  trouble. 

“This  is  moving  up  to  a  bigger  level  of 
involvement,”  he  said. 

Guest  speaker  probate  juvenile  Judge 


Frederick  Mong  of  Logan,  Ohio,  said 
unruly  youth  who  don’t  commit  major 
crimes  like  murder  or  armed  robbery 
should  be  treated  in  their  communities 
instead  of  being  imprisoned. 

“We  need  to  develop  services  in  the 
community,”  Mong  said.  “Faith-based 
communities  should  not  dismiss 
involvement  because  of  attitudes  of  res¬ 
ignation  that  nothing  can  be  done” 

He  said  faith-based  organizations  can 
develop  support  groups  and  encourage 
adoption  and  foster  care. 

He  cited  examples  like  the  Faith 
Community  Network  in  Florida,  which 
has  partnered  with  the  Florida 
Department  of  Juvenile  Justice  to  create 
mentoring  programs;  after-school  pro¬ 
grams;  counseling  services;  and  recre¬ 
ational,  sports  and  cultural  programs  for 
youth. 

Conference  workshops  offered  infor¬ 
mation  on  alternative  sentencing,  juve¬ 
niles  with  special  needs,  the  costs  asso¬ 
ciated  with  juvenile  delinquency  and 
advocacy  and  mentoring. 

In  the  alternative  sentencing  work¬ 
shop,  juvenile  court  Judge  Ernestine 
Gray  of  New  Orleans  said  probation  is  a 
helpful  alternative. 

Derwyn  Bunton,  staff  attorney  for  the 
Juvenile  Justice  Project  of  Louisiana, 


USA  program. 

based  in  New  Orleans,  agreed. 

“Adults  supervising  youth  is  the  best 
way  for  them  to  grow  up,”  he  said. 

In  the  mentoring  workshop,  Owen 
Cope,  director  of  Project  Excel,  a  men¬ 
toring  program  of  100  Black  Men  of 
Baton  Rouge,  said  his  program  “keeps 
kids  occupied.  All  kids  are  looking  for  is 
some  direction.” 

Other  participants  said  not  enough  is 
being  done.  Efforts  among  faith-based 
organizations  in  their  communities  are 
dismal,  said  Rev.  John  R.  Johns,  coordi¬ 
nator  of  Restorative  Justice  Ministries  in 
Jena. 

“Very  litde  has  been  done  in  the 
Methodist  church  community  as  far  as 
mentoring  and  providing  a  place  where 
kids  can  come  together  who  have  prob¬ 
lems,”  he  said. 

Johns  said  sometimes  churches  act 
more  like  exclusive  members-only  coun¬ 
try  clubs. 

“When  the  church  doesn’t  take  care  of 
the  least  of  its  brethren,  we’re  not  taking 
care  of  ourselves,”  he  said. 

Johns  said  Restorative  Justice 


Ministries  started  up  two  years  ago.  It 
sends  at-risk  children  of  incarcerated 
people  to  Camp  Istrouma  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  area  and  to  Uskichitto  Retreat  in 
the  Lake  Charles  area. 

The  ministry  volunteers  in  youth  pris¬ 
ons  also.  “We  go  to  jails  and  teach  them 
about  God’s  love  in  their  lives,”  Johns 
said. 

Johns  said  the  ministry  is  also  plan¬ 
ning  to  start  a  victim/ remediation  pro¬ 
gram  in  Jena  and  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  program  would  allow  the  perpe¬ 
trator  to  meet  the  family  and  the  victim 
and  then  work  on  ways  to  resolve  the 
conflict,  he  said. 

“We’re  trying  to  change  people’s  atti¬ 
tude  toward  punishment  and  jail,  toward 
rehabilitation,”  Johns  said. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
Criminal  Justice  Commission  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  in 
partnership  with  the  National  Council  of 
Juvenile  and  Family  Court  Judges  and 
the  Office  of  Prison  Ministry  of  the 
Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge. ' 

-From  The  Advocate,  Baton  Rouge 


Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  continued  from  page  1 


Orleans  Department  of  Housing  and 
Development,  a  second  federal  grant 
has  been  obtained  to  continue  the  work 
and  dedicated  response  of  United 
Methodist  volunteers  from  throughout 
the  Conference.  The  needs  of  individu¬ 
als  are  screened  and  the  home  sites  cho¬ 
sen  by  the  city’s  agencies  and  then 
LAVIM  under  the  direction  of  Larry  D. 
Norman,  director,  takes  over.  "We  are 
very  excited  to  be  returning  to  the 
Crescent  City  this  year.  Last  year’s  'Takin' 
it  to  the  Streets’  was  one  of  our  most 
successful  efforts.  Almost  everyone  can 
participate:  youth,  adults  and  older  citi¬ 
zens.  Skilled  and  unskilled  persons  are 
all  welcome.  Come  join  us  as  we  make  a 
‘Christian  Difference’!”  said  Norman. 

Registration  forms  will  be  available 
soon  from  the  LAVIM  offices.  Youth 
group  registrations  will  be  found  in  the 
January  youth  ministry  mailing. 
Churches  are  encouraged  to  send  multi¬ 
ple  teams  of  6-8  persons.  Each  group 
should  include  at  least  one  person  who 


has  demonstrated  carpentry  or  handy¬ 
man  skills.  Youth  groups  should  include 
an  experienced  builder  and  an  adequate 
number  of  youth  sponsors. 

Limited  housing  for  Friday  and 
Saturday  nights  will  be  in  area  churches 
equipped  with  showers,  and  a  listing  of 
local  motels  providing  reduced  rates  will 
be  supplied  to  those  interested.  The  cost 
per  person  is  $25.  This  includes  four 
meals,  insurance  and  entertainment. 
Headquarters  and  kick-off  area  for  Takin’ 
It  to  the  Streets  2001  will  be  the 
Napoleon  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church,  2524  Napoleon  Ave.  in  New 
Orleans. 

Work  sites  will  be  located  throughout 
the  New  Orleans  area.  Rev.  Judy  Shema, 
Tulane  Wesley  Foundation  and  pastor  of 
Napoleon  Avenue  UMC,  will  serve  as 
chair  of  the  event. 

For  further  information  and  registra¬ 
tion,  call  the  LAVIM  offices,  Larry  D. 
Norman,  director,  (888)  239-5286,  (225) 
346-1646  or  E-mail:  LduckN@aol.com. 


The  2001  Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  is  scheduled  for  March  23-25  in  New  Orleans.  "Almost 
everyone  can  participate:  youth,  adults  and  older  citizens,"  said  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Director  Rev.  Larry  Norman. 
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Ecumenical  ministry  distributes  millionth  pound  of  food 


Long-time  volunteer  Don  Trussell  prepares  bags  at  Noel  Neighborhood  Ministries, 
which  recently  surpassed  the  million-pound  mark  in  distribution  of  food  to  the  less  for¬ 
tunate.  Though  the  food  bank  is  based  at  Noel  UMC,  the  ministry  is  a  community  project 
involving  churches  of  several  denominations. 


Noel  Neighborhood  Ministries  has 
reached  the  million-pound  mark  in  dis¬ 
tributing  food  to  the  needy  of  the 
Shreveport  area. 

Established  in  1985,  the  ministry  was 
originally  conceived  as  an  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Highland 
area  but  has  extended  its  services 
throughout  Shreveport. 

Many  exciting  things  are  happening 
during  November’s  monthlong  celebra¬ 
tion.  Food  drives  are  helping  where  the 
food  pantry  needs  the  most  support. 
Easy-opening  individual  cans  are  being 
distributed  to  the  homeless  who  are 
without  access  to  basic  necessities  such 
as  can  openers. 

Included  in  the  celebration  was  a 
meal  inspired  by  Sister  Margaret’s 
beloved  Poor  Man’s  Supper,  a  lunch 
based  on  the  items  included  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  bags  distributed  to  clients. 

As  the  largest  food  pantry  in 
Northwest  Louisiana,  Noel 
Neighborhood  Ministries  relies  on  the 
efforts  of  numerous  volunteers  as  well  as 
several  church  families. 

Although  based  at  Noel  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  food  pantry 
would  not  be  what  it  is  today  without 
the  substantial  support  of  neighboring 
churches. 


Kings  Highway  Christian  Church, 

First  Presbyterian  and  Broadmoor 
Presbyterian  churches  provide  sustain¬ 
ing  support  and  have  partnered  with 
Noel  in  keeping  the  doors  open  on  a 
daily  basis.  St.  Paul’s,  St.  Mark’s  and 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  often 
assist  with  food  drives  that  keep  the  gro¬ 
cery  bags  full. 

The  ministry  is  a  community  pro¬ 
gram  maintained  by  a  community  of 
churches  as  well  as  the  community  at 
large,  providing  fundamental  assistance 
to  low-income  individuals  and  families. 
An  average  of  35  bags  of  food  per  day, 
four  days  a  week,  52  weeks  a  year  is  dis¬ 
tributed. 

According  to  the  1990  Census,  Caddo 
Parish  has  58,539  individuals  living 
below  poverty  level.  Of  those,  more  than 
17,000  are  under  the  age  of  18  and  at 
least  7,000  are  65  or  older. 

The  ministry  serves  more  than  10  per 
cent  of  those  in  Caddo  living  below  the 
poverty  level. 

One  of  the  most  recent  changes  at  the 
food  pantry,  only  one  of  the  ministry’s 
programs,  is  the  distribution  of  USDA 
commodities. 

Jennifer  Rennix,  executive  director  of 
Neighborhood  Ministries,  says 
Shreveport  residents  qualifying  for  com¬ 


modities  in  the  past  through  the  USDA 
are  now  eligible  to  become  a  client 
through  the  Noel  pantry. 

Clients  may  receive  food  every  30  to 


60  days,  depending  on  qualifications. 
The  commodity  “card”  and  the  com¬ 
modities  programs  of  the  past  no  longer 
exist. 


Broadmoor  hosts  new 
service:  The  Gathering 

“The  Gathering,”  a  new  Saturday  evening  worship 
service  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  is  attracting 
hundreds  with  music,  praise  and  worship. 

This  third  worship  service  begins  at  5:30  p.m.  in 
Pearce  Hall.  It  features  fun  music  and  an  atmosphere 
that  is  warm  and  casual. 

Worshippers  are  urged  to  “come  as  they  are,”  from 
all  walks  of  life,  from  working  in  the  yard,  to  right  off 
the  soccer  field. 

Rev.  Steven  Spurlock  leads  the  service  and  Pat  and 
Vicki  Nelson  are  music  leaders.  The  program  includes 
a  team  of  singers,  a  drummer,  guitar,  bass  and  synthe¬ 
sizer  players. 

Volunteers  also  help  with  a  new  sound  system  and 
visual  presentation.  Words  of  all  songs  are  on  shown  a 
big  screen  so  all  can  sing  along. 

All  are  invited  to  come  to  "The  Gathering. 


47  attend  Shreveport 
Lay  Ministry  School 

More  than  45  people  participated  in 
the  recent  Lay  Ministry  School  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport.  There  were  38  in  the 
basic  course  and  nine  in  the  advanced 
course. 

Lueburda  Myers,  Linda  Gregg  and 
Antionette  Stewart  organized  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Session  leaders  were  Bonnie 
Daniel,  William  Peeples,  Gene  Bryson, 
Cheryl  Nelson,  Lamar  Jarvis  and  Larry 
O’Dell. 

Response  from  participants  was  posi¬ 
tive,  and  First  UMC  is  looking  forward  to 
the  next  lay  ministry  event. 

Bishop  to  visit  district 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and 
his  wife  Kay  will  be  in  Shreveport  Dec. 

10  and  1 1  for  an  informal  visit  with  lay 
members  of  the  district,  then  a  separate 
time  with  the  clergy. 

The  lay  visit  will  be  Dec.  10  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport,  from  2  p.m.  until  5 
p.m.  This  time  will  allow  for  fellowship, 
refreshments  and  a  Communion  serv¬ 
ice.  Centenary  College  Choir  will  also  be 
a  part  of  the  program. 

The  clergy  setting  will  be  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  from  9  a.m.  until  noon 
on  Dec.  11.  This  will  include  discussion 
of  the  Nouwen  book  “Can  You  Drink  the 
Cup?”  and  conclude  with  Communion. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Mary  Jarvis 
169  Patton  Ave. 
Shreveport,  IA  71105 
(318)  865-0465 
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Covenant 
choir  readies 
for  'Messiah' 

Covenant  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lafayette  is  preparing  to  usher  in  the 
Christmas  season  with  a  performance  of 
Handel’s  “Messiah.” 

On  Sunday,  Dec.  3,  Covenant  will 
offer  performances  at  5  and  7  p.m. 

Under  the  direction  of  Craig  Gilbert, 
music  director,  the  Sanctuary  Choir  will 
be  joined  by  other  musicians  and  vocal 
soloists  from  the  Lafayette  and  Baton 
Rouge  areas. 

The  ensemble  will  be  performing  the 
first  18  movements  of  the  Christmas  sec¬ 
tion  of  “Messiah”  in  their  entirety  and 
conclude  with  the  Hallelujah  Chorus. 

Instrumentalists  will  include  the 
Acadiana  Symphony  String  Quartet,  led 
by  Lauren  Baker,  concertmaster  of  the 
Acadiana  Symphony.  John  Moore  and 
Kevin  Martin,  prominent  local  key¬ 
boardists,  will  lend  their  talents  on  organ 
and  harpsichord.  Guest  performers  Ken 
Cheshire  and  Paul  Baker  will  handle  the 
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Why  •Lv- 

leads  the  church  choir  in  rehearsal  for  performances  of  Handel's  "Messiah"  Dec.  3. 


Covenant  UMC  Music  Director  Craig  Gilbert 

men’s  solos,  while  choir  members  Alana 
Muton,  Kristi  Panahi  and  Cyndi 
Simmons  will  sing  the  femie  solos.  This 
project  has  been  made  possible  through 
a  memorial  dedication  by  church  mem¬ 


bers  Jerry  and  Ardella  Richeson  in  honor 
of  Ardella’s  parents,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Engle.  With  both  parents  being  ardent 
supporters  of  music  in  their  church, 
Richeson,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 


Covenant  choir,  felt  this  would  be  an 
appropriate  way  to  honor  their  memory. 

With  a  sanctuary  that  seats  250,  it  is 
believed  that  both  performances  will  be 
standing  room  only. 


Northwood  UMC  sold  more  than  20,000  pounds  of  pumpkins  and  took  in  $11, 500 
at  its  third  annual  pumpkin  patch.  Event  coordinator  Paula  Jones  orchestrated  53 
performances  of  Charlie  Brown's  "The  Great  Pumpkin  Patch"  and  hayrides  for  more 
than  2,000  area  children,  each  of  whom  was  also  given  a  miniature  pumpkin. 
"Better  than  the  money,  we  got  two  new  families  attending  the  church,"  said 
Northwood  pastor  Rev.  Darryl  Tate. "The  program  is  really  an  outreach  to  the  com¬ 
munity  as  well  as  an  evangelical  ministry  of  the  church." 


Tri-district  men  hold  leader  training 


Men  from  the  Acadiana,  Alexandria 
and  Lake  Charles  districts  met  at  the 
Uskchitto  Retreat  Center  on  Nov.  3  and  4 
to  learn  how  to  be  more  effective  in 
doing  men’s  ministry  in  their  districts 
and  local  churches. 

Leading  the  event  was  Gil  Hanke, 
national  United  Methodist  Men  presi¬ 
dent  from  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  and  Ron 
Sarver,  South  Central  Jurisdictional  pres¬ 
ident  from  Lafayette. 

The  men  were  told  that  they  must 
“Surrender  Before  Service.”  This  idea 
comes  from  a  quote  by  Oswald 
Chambers:  “Beware  of  anything  that 
competes  with  your  loyalty  to  Jesus 
Christ.  The  greatest  competitor  of  true 
devotion  to  Jesus  is  the  service  we  do  for 
Him.  The  goal  of  the  call  of  God  is  his 
satisfaction,  not  simply  that  we  should 
do  something  for  Him.  We  are  not  sent 
to  do  battle  for  God,  but  to  be  used  by 
God  in  His  batdes.  Are  we  more  devoted 
to  service  than  we  are  to  Jesus  Christ 
Himself?” 

Participants  learned  that  the  old 
model  of  UMM  activities  of  "Meting  and 
Eating”  does  not  produce  effective  min- 

Women's  retreat 

Sue  Bruce  of  Kennesaw,  Ga.,  will  be 
featured  speaker  at  the  second  annual 
Ladies  Christian  Retreat  sponsored  by 
Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette. 

Theme  for  the  program  will  be  “New 
Beginnings.” 

A  former  member  of  the  church, 

Bruce  has  been  a  certified  lay  speaker 
for  16  years.  Commissioned  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  she  has  since 
been  certified  to  the  Virginia  Conference 
and  presently  to  the  North  Georgia 
Conference. 

Bruce  will  bring  years  of  experience 
in  many  areas  of  service  and  study  to  the 


istry  in  the  local  church.  The  new  model 
of  “Servant  Leaders”  is  based  on  the 
Scripture  found  in  Mark  9:35  “If  anyone 
would  be  first,  he  must  be  last  of  all  and 
servant  of  all."  This  model  has  men 
organizing  in  small  groups  called  min¬ 
istry  teams,  and  it  includes  all  men  of 
the  church. 

This  new  form  of  United  Methodist 
Men  is  referred  to  as  “MENistry.”  A 
MENistry  team  can  consist  of  as  few  as 
two  men  as  long  as  what  they  do  meets 
the  following  criteria:  1)  It  builds  each 
other,  2)  It  builds  others,  and  3)  It  hon¬ 
ors  God. 

This  opens  the  doors  of  the  church  to 
all  men  to  become  a  part  of  its  MENistry 
(ministry  among,  to  and  through  men) 
and  comes  under  the  umbrella  of  United 
Methodist  Men. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  have  at  least 
two  more  training  events  in  the 
Conference.  One  in  the  Baton  Rouge, 
North  Shore  and  New  Orleans  areas,  and 
one  in  the  Shreveport,  Ruston  and 
Monroe  areas. 

For  more  information  about  these 
events  call  Joe  Kelley  at  (225)  635-6207. 


women’s  retreat.  With  her  many  and  var¬ 
ied  talents,  she  has  been  able  to  minister 
to  all  ages,  from  preschoolers  to  seniors. 
For  information  and  registration,  con¬ 
tact  the  church  at  (337)  981-2088. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Judy  Sarver 
305  Chastant  Blvd. 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(337)  233-7696 
bd2 1226@aol.com 


slated  for  Jan.  5-6 
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Houma  Indian,  war  veteran  honored  with  high  school  diploma 


Antoine  Francis  received  his 
itigh  school  diploma  recently, 
along  with  other  World  War  II 
veterans  who  sacrificed  their 
educations,  along  with  much 
else,  in  the  war  effort. 

The  irony  for  Francis, 
though,  is  that  if  he  had  stayed 
home,  he  almost  certainly 
never  would  have  earned  the 
diploma. 

Francis  is  a  Houma  Indian, 
and  in  his  home  town  of  Dulac, 
Indians  didn't  go  to  high 
school.  They  weren’t  allowed. 

“The  white  and  the  colored 
had  each  a  house  for  a  school. 
We  didn’t  have  no  school 
house,”  Francis  said. 

Francis  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  up  to  the  fourth  grade  at  a 
Methodist-run  grade  school,  he 
said. 

At  the  time,  Methodist 
schools  were  the  only  ones  will¬ 


ing  to  educate  Native 
Americans,  said  Rev.  Kirby 
Verret,  pastor  of  the  Dulac- 
Clanton  Chapel  charge. 

It  was  at  these  schools  that  a 
young  French-speaking  Francis 
learned  to  read  and  write 
English. 

Those  skills,  so  often  taken 
for  granted,  enabled  Francis  to 
write  letters  home  from  the  war 
raging  in  Europe. 

Francis  served  in  the  historic 
D-Day  invasion  of  Normandy. 
His  mother  would  bring  his  let¬ 
ters  to  a  friend  to  read  to  her. 
She  “couldn’t  even  laugh  in 
English,”  he  said. 

It  is  important  for  Houma 
Indians  to  know  their  heritage, 
Verret  said. 

“If  you  don’t  know  your  eld¬ 
ers  and  you  don’t  know  your 
past,  then  you  sure  won’t  know 
where  you’re  going,”  he  said. 


Antoine  Francis  and  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  pastor  of  the  Dulac-Clanton  Chapel  charge,  display  the  flag  of  the 
Houma  Nation.  Francis  received  his  early  education  from  Methodist  schools,  which  were  the  only  ones  will¬ 
ing  to  educate  Native  Americans. 


http://crt.umc.org/rem 


If  you  are  a  graduating  United  Methodist  of  ethnic  minority 
heritage  who  is  interested  in  pursuing  a  communications 
career,  consider  this  opportunity. 


e-mail  REM@umcom.umc.org 
or  online  at  http://crt.umc.org/rem. 


Racial  Ethnic 
Minority 
Fellowship 


The  Racial  Ethnic  Minority  (REM) 

Fellowship  is  a  one-year  program  of 
being  mentored  and  gaining 
experience  in  religion  communications. 

Communications  in  a  fellowship 
setting  involves  a  variety  of  experiences,  and  could  include 
newspaper  writing  and  editing,  public  relations,  video 
production,  TV/radio  spot  placement,  electronic  publishing, 
and  program  development 

United  Methodist  Communications,  an  agency  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  offers  the  REM 
Fellowship  to  one  recent  or  spring  college  grad 
uate  each  year.  The  selected  individual  will 
work  with  an  experienced  United  Methodist 
communicator,  August  1,  200Huly  31,  2002. 

The  exact  location  of  the  2001-2002  fel¬ 
lowship  experience  is  yet  to  be  determined. 

Salary  for  the  one-year  term  is  $30,000  plus 
benefits,  moving  expenses,  and  travel. 

The  Fellowship  is  ideal  for  a  United 
Methodist  of  racial  ethnic  background  who  is 
interested  in  considering  religion  communi¬ 
cations  as  a  career.  The  fellowship  will  require 
the  recipient  to  relocate  to  the  selected  area 
within  the  United  States. 

Application  Deadline: 
March  13,  2001 


For  More 
Information 
and  To  Apply 

Application  forms  are  available  from 

REM  Fellowship  Committee 

c/o  UMCom 

Conference  Resourcing  Team 
P.0.  BOX  320 
Nashville,  TN  37202 

1-888-278-4862 


UTCom 


Structure  from  page  1 

incorporated  quotations  from  the  Discipline  without  “exact 
and  proper  designation  of  source.”  This  is  an  issue  because 
the  Annual  Conference  cannot  vote  on  the  Discipline.  If  an 
item  is  in  the  body  of  the  rules  without  reference,  the 
Conference  is,  de  facto,  voting  on  Disciplinary  matters 
which  is  the  prerogative  of  the  General  Conference  only. 

In  the  midst  of  many  “Not  again”  sighs,  Dr.  Rena  Yocom, 
executive  director  for  mission  and  ministries,  noted  that 
while  details  must  be  corrected,  “we  are  no  longer  struggling 
with  the  shape  of  the  Conference,  but  rather  the  correct 
writing  of  the  rules  to  show  the  ludicial  Council  that  we  are 
acting  within  the  Disciplinary  mandates.” 

Two  Conference  committees,  the  Transition  Team, 
chaired  by  Doug  Cain,  and  the  Rules  Committee,  chaired  by 
Bernadine  Johnson,  will  now  begin  to  consider  the  changes 
needed  to  comply  with  the  Judicial  Council  ruling. 

Media  barred  at  women's 
national  training  event 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  missions 
agency  is  coming  under  criticism  for  its  decision  to  close  a 
training  event  for  teens  and  college  women  in  December. 

Reporters  and  other  observers  will  be  barred  from  the 
event,  “Young  Woman,  Rise  Up!”,  which  is  expected  to  draw 
1,000  participants,  adult  leaders  and  sponsors.  Set  for  Dec. 
28-31  in  St.  Charles,  Ill.,  it  is  designed  for  girls  ages  12  to  17 
and  college  and  university  women  ages  18  to  25. 

The  participants  will  receive  training  in  how  to  operate 
new  units  of  United  Methodist  Women  -  district  teen  units 
and  teen  circles  in  local  churches,  as  well  as  college  and  uni¬ 
versity  units. 

The  million-member  UMW  is  administered  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York. 

Joyce  Sohl,  chief  executive  of  the  Women’s  Division,  said 
she  made  the  decision  to  close  the  meeting  and  was 
affirmed  by  the  division’s  policy  committee.  The  decision 
followed  a  request  from  Mark  Tooley,  executive  director  of 
the  conservative  UM  Action  group  and  editor  of  its  newslet¬ 
ter,  that  he  be  allowed  to  attend  as  press. 

The  move  to  close  the  meeting  prompted  a  letter  of  protest 
from  Faye  Short,  president  of  Renew,  an  unofficial  church 
organization  that  describes  itself  as  a  voice  for  accountability 
on  the  part  of  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  editor  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  newspaper 
and  the  director  of  the  denomination’s  official  news  agency 
also  have  issued  statements  opposing  the  decision  to  close 
the  meeting. 
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Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


Get  ready  to  suit-up  for  Souper  Bowl  Sunday 

United  Methodist  churches  are  inviting  members  and  others  to  participate  in  the 
annual  effort  to  raise  money  and  canned  goods  for  hungry  and  needy  people  on 
Super  Bowl  Sunday,  Jan.  28. 

The  Souper  Bowl  of  Caring  asks  churchgoers  to  give  $  1  each  for  the  poor  as  they 
leave  worship  on  the  morning  of  the  game.  Youth  at  sanctuary  exits  collect  the 
donated  dollars  in  large  soup  caldrons  and  send  the  proceeds  directly  to  the  soup 
kitchen,  food  bank  or  other  local  ministry.  Churches  are  only  asked  to  report  their 
results  so  that  the  totals  can  be  determined. 

In  January,  more  than  1 1,000  congregations  and  schools  generated  $3.1  million  to 
help  hungry  and  hurting  people.  More  than  $10  million  has  been  donated  to  soup 
kitchens,  food  banks  and  other  charities  in  communities  across  the  country  since 
the  Souper  Bowl  began  10  years  ago. 

For  details,  call  Rev.  Brad  Smith,  (800)  358-SOUP  (7687)  or  (803)  788-3589.  The 
home  page  is  http://www.souperbowl.com. 

Telemarketing  campaign  brings  results  for  church 

WAUWATOSA,  Wis.  -  A  United  Methodist  church  has  followed  the  lead  of  long¬ 
distance  phone  services  and  other  businesses  by  mounting  a  telemarketing  cam¬ 
paign  to  invite  people  to  church. 

Wauwatosa  United  Methodist  Church  credits  its  recent  telemarketing  effort  with 
helping  draw  194  people  to  a  new  service.  More  than  half  of  the  people  said  they 
came  in  response  to  a  telephone  invitation  and  follow-up  mailings. 

The  church  began  the  telemarketing  outreach  effort  in  August  with  60  volunteers 
making  17,000  calls  during  a  four- week  period.  Nine  hundred  families  asked  for 
more  information  about  the  church,  according  to  Rev.  John  Sumwalt,  pastor. 

Each  caller  worked  from  a  script  designed  by  "The  Phone's  For  You,"  a  church 
marketing  firm.  People  contacted  were  asked  if  they  were  active  in  a  local  church, 
and  if  the  answer  was  affirmative,  the  caller  ended  the  conversation.  If  the  answer 
was  "no,"  the  caller  offered  to  send  them  information  about  the  new  service.  Callers 
said  they  were  surprised  at  the  number  of  positive  responses. 

Small  church  bequeathed  $60  million 


How  would  your  church  spend  $60  million?  The  715-member  St.  Marys  UMC  in 
St.  Marys,  Ga.,  is  wresding  with  that  challenge. 

St.  Marys  is  the  beneficiary  of  a  whopping  $60  million  bequest  from  the  estate  of 
long-time  member  Warren  A.  Bailey.  "We  are  awed,  even  stunned  by  this  responsi¬ 
bility,"  said  Derek  McAleer,  St.  Marys  pastor.  "The  amount  of  money  is  staggering. 
We  don't  yet  know  what  we  want  to  do,  but  we  still  want  to  be  a  faithful  church." 

The  church's  benefactor,  who  died  July  14  at  the  age  of  88,  was  a  lifelong  resident 
of  Camden  County  and  a  two-time  mayor  of  St.  Marys.  Bailey  was  briefly  married 
and  divorced  in  his  youth,  had  no  children,  and  "was  a  very  private  person  who 
wanted  to  live  his  life  away  from  anybody  else,"  McAleer  said.  While  Bailey  was  not  a 
regular  church-goer,  he  did  support  St.  Marys  UMC  and  other  churches  in  Camden 
County  financially,  and  for  the  last  several  years  had  given  the  St.  Marys  congrega¬ 
tion  $100,000  per  year. 
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Wendy  Jones  Subscriptions 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 

The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  published  twice  a  month. 
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Send  subscriptions,  news  and 
information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
1  (888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 
Please  do  not  fax  articles;  send  original 
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On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Paul  Jeffrey 

BRIDGE  TO  THE  FUTURE  -  Two  girls  cross  a  bridge  in  San  Isidro,  Honduras,  built  by  vil¬ 
lagers  during  the  two  years  since  Hurricane  Mitch  ravaged  their  country  in  November 
1998. The  bridge  was  built  with  assistance  from  the  Christian  Commission  for 
Development  (CCD),  a  Honduran  church  group.  CCD  is  a  member  of  Action  by  Churches 
Together  (ACT),  an  international  alliance  of  church  relief  agencies  that  includes  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 


WORLD  WATCH 


‘Consensus’  governing  of  WCC  suggested 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  might  replace  its  parlia¬ 
mentary  style  of  governance  by  a  more  "consensual"  style,  if  sug¬ 
gestions  from  a  recent  meeting  in  Cairo  are  accepted.  For  several 
years  the  Orthodox  churches  among  the  WCC  membership  have 
complained  that  the  organization  is  dominated  by  Western 
Protestant  theology  and  morality.  The  Orthodox  churches  often 
believe  that  their  voices  are  not  heard  in  the  WCC  governing  bodies,  where  most  of 
the  delegates  are  from  Protestant  churches.  In  response,  the  WCC  set  up  a  special 
commission  on  Orthodox  participation  in  the  WCC,  made  up  of  equal  numbers  of 
Orthodox  and  non-Orthodox  representatives. 

Under  the  present  system,  major  decisions  are  made  at  the  WCC's  main  govern¬ 
ing  body,  the  assembly  held  ever  y  seven  years,  and  by  the  central  committee,  which 
meets  every  12  to  18  months,  by  majority  votes  of  members. 

One  of  the  Orthodox  members  of  the  commission,  Father  Georges  Tsetsis,  said 
those  attending  the  Cairo  meeting  agreed  that  worship  at  WCC  events  should  be 
"grounded  in  a  living  and  authentic  liturgical  tradition."  (At  many  WCC  worship 
events,  the  issue  of  the  style  of  worship  and  the  sharing  of  the  Eucharist  have  proved 
divisive.) 

Tsetsis  told  Ecumenical  News  International  that  at  the  Cairo  meeting,  Orthodox 
and  non-Orthodox  members  agreed  that  "we  have  to  abandon  the  political  logic  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  parliamentary  style"  and  move  toward  a  "consensus  approach  that 
will  bring  us  closer  to  a  common  mind."  (This  sentiment  is  shared  by  some  UM 
annual  conferences  and  agencies  that  are  seeking  to  replace  parliamentary  proce¬ 
dure  with  conciliar  decision-making  processes.) 

In  recent  years,  two  Orthodox  churches,  in  Georgia  and  Bulgaria,  have  withdrawn 
from  the  WCC,  while  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  has  scaled  down  its  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  work  of  the  WCC  pending  the  outcome  of  the  work  of  the  commission. 

-  Stephen  Brown,  Ecumenical  News  International 
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"A  portion  merit' for  others 


Student  learns  to  change  things  for  the  better 


BY  HEE  SUNG  KANG 

KOREAN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

I  started  attending  Sunday  school  at 
an  early  age,  and,  just  like  every  other 
child,  I  knew  being  a  Christian  meant 
plainly  that  I  believed  in  Jesus  and  God.  I 
also  plainly  knew  that  being  a  Christian 
required  me  to  go  to  church  every 
Sunday  and  to  pray  to  God  before  meals 
and  before  bed.  But,  I  was  pretty  igno¬ 
rant  then.  I  thought  I  just  had  to  do 
those  things  diligently  and  then  I  would 
get  to  go  to  heaven,  which  I  truly 
thought  was  up  in  the  sky  somewhere. 

However,  as  I  grew  a  little  taller,  things 
changed,  including  me.  I  started  think¬ 
ing  about  things  differently,  even  about 
God.  I  started  thinking,  “Well,  what  does 
it  mean  to  be  a  Christian?”  Then  I  knew 
that  just  praying  and  going  to  church 
would  not  necessarily  make  me  a 
Christian.  But,  what  else  am  I  supposed 
to  do?  That  thought  had  been  bothering 
me  for  a  while.  Then  things  changed 
again. 

On  June  17,  2000,  two  Sunday  school 
teachers,  two  friends  from  my  church, 
my  sister  and  I  went  on  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Youth  Seminar  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  New  York  City. 
Even  in  the  airplane,  I  didn’t  know  what 
to  expect  from  this  seminar  up  north. 

When  we  arrived  in  Washington,  my 
mind  was  reeling  from  all  the  excitement 
of  meeting  new  people  from  north 
Louisiana  and  seeing  the  capital  of  the 
United  States  for  the  first  time.  But  that 
excitement  did  not  last  very  long 
because  I  was  so  tired.  I  retired  to  bed 
hoping  for  a  fun  trip. 

For  the  next  four  days,  the  entire 
group  visited  different  places  around 
Washington,  including  the  National 
Cathedral,  the  Capitol,  the  Smithsonian 
Museums,  the  Vietnam  War  Memorial, 
etc.  However,  we  spent  most  of  the  time 
in  seminars  in  the  United  Methodist 


building  across  from  the  Capitol.  There, 
we  had  guest  speakers,  films,  worship 
services  and  activities  to  discuss  many 
issues  in  our  society,  including  poverty, 
homelessness,  violence,  racism,  homo¬ 
sexuality,  etc.  All  the  topics  were  contro¬ 
versial  and  were  worth  rumination. 

One  of  the  most  memorable  discus¬ 
sions  to  me  was  the  problem  with 
homelessness  in  America.  What  was 
striking  was  that  even  people  with  the 
best  clothes  and  a  well-paying  job  can 
be  homeless.  To  further  support  this  dis¬ 
cussion,  we  went  to  a  soup  kitchen  for 
the  homeless  and  had  a  first-hand  expe¬ 
rience  by  helping  the  homeless  people 
in  the  Washington  area.  We  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  renovating  a  nearby  run¬ 
down  building  by  painting  the  walls, 

Being  a  true  Christian 
means  one  has  to  do 
something  to  help  others  in 
need  to  make  the  world 
better  for  everyone. 

moving  the  furniture  and  cleaning  out 
the  trash. 

The  four-day  stay  in  Washington  was 
very  tiring,  and  I  was  mildly  happy  to  be 
driven  up  to  Manhattan  in  New  York 
City.  There,  we  stayed  in  a  YMCA  near 
the  U.N.  buildings  and  walked  over  to  a 
nearby  church  center  building  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  seminar.  There  were  more  contro¬ 
versial  topics,  including  drugs,  commu¬ 
nism  and  human  rights,  to  discuss. 
Truthfully,  by  this  time,  I  was  very 
exhausted  and  just  wanted  to  do  some 
sightseeing  before  heading  home. 

Unfortunately,  our  group  didn’t  get  to 
do  that  because  we  only  stayed  in  New 
York  for  two  days.  We  only  got  to  walk  to 
the  U.N.  buildings  and  to  the  Empire 
State  Building,  which  was  terribly  fatigu¬ 


TRANSFORMING  THE  CHURCH 

General  Council  on  Ministries  member  Lane  Cotton  Winn  (center)  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  joins  GCOM  President  Bishop  Edward  W.  Paup  and  newly 
elected  General  Secretary  Daniel  K.  Church  at  the  council's  recent  organizational 
meeting.  GCOM  sees  its  central  challenge  in  the  next  quadrennium  as  transforming 
the  denomination  into  a  more  effective  worldwide  movement. 


Hee  Sung  Kang  (top  row,  third  from  left)  was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Youth  Seminar  group  that  visited  New  York  and  Washington,  D.C.,  this  summer  to  learn 
about  social  issues  such  as  poverty,  homelessness,  violence  and  racism. 


ing.  The  Statue  of  Liberty,  which  I  was 
dying  to  see,  was  only  visible  as  a  tiny 
greenish  speck  through  the  quarter  tele¬ 
scopes  on  the  top  of  the  Empire  State 
Building. 

Despite  all  the  walking,  crowds  and 
noises,  I  really  liked  New  York  City,  for  it 
reminded  me  of  Seoul,  Korea,  which  is 
near  where  I  lived  for  the  first  several 
years  of  my  life.  But,  I  enjoyed  the 
departure  from  New  York  City  -  it  was 
finally  time  to  relax. 

As  the  fatigue  was  escaping  through 
my  body  on  the  plane  back  home,  I 
started  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
this  trip.  The  meanings  of  tons  of  discus¬ 
sions  during  the  seminars  started  slowly 
unveiling.  Because  the  discussions  were 
so  controversial  and  heated  during  the 
seminars,  I  really  couldn’t  give  my  own 
stance  on  the  subject  being  discussed. 
However,  on  the  way  back  home,  I  began 
to  realize  that  the  seminars  helped  me 
determine  that  one  of  the  things  being  a 
true  Christian  means  is  that  one  has  to 
do  something  to  help  others  in  need  to 
make  the  world  a  better  place  to  live  for 
everyone. 

Even  the  Bible  says,  “Love  thy  neigh¬ 


bor  as  thyself.”  If  I  loved  my  neighbors  as 
myself,  then  I  would  help  those  in  need 
as  I  would  help  myself  through  difficult 
times.  The  seminars  also  changed  the 
way  1  thought  about  the  relentless  social 
problems.  First,  I  concluded  that  the  way 
to  help  eliminate  a  problem  is  to  under¬ 
stand  the  problem  by  reading,  research¬ 
ing  and  actively  devoting  oneself  to  it. 
Second,  many  of  the  problems  are  with¬ 
in  human  nature  and  cannot  be  fixed 
without  help  from  God  and  His  love.  I 
decided,  therefore,  that  the  best  way  to 
counter  the  problems  is  to  work  contin¬ 
uously  toward  a  solution  as  a  Christian 
with  help  from  the  Lord. 

Finally,  I  learned  that  we  should 
always  thank  God  for  what  we  have 
already  and  that  the  problems  are  not 
more  severe  than  they  are  now.  We 
already  can’t  thank  God  enough  for  what 
we  have;  we  should  ask  Him  also  to  keep 
things  from  getting  any  worse  and  to 
improve  them  if  possible.  That  way, 
maybe  we  can  start  changing  things  for 
the  better. 

Hee  Sang  Kang  attends  Johns 
Hopkins  University  in  Baltimore  where 
he  is  studying  to  become  a  physician. 


Conference  seeking  communication  specialist 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
seeking  a  communication  specialist  who 
will  serve  as  editor  of  the  Conference 
newspaper,  work  with  volunteer  and 
free-lance  persons  in  communication 
projects,  coordinate  efforts  in  develop¬ 
ing  an  Igniting  Ministries  campaign  for 


television  and  radio  and  give  oversight 
to  internet  ministries. 

For  job  description,  information,  and 
application,  please  contact  Dr.  Rena 
Yocom,  Executive  Director,  Mission  and 
Ministries,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Office,  Baton  Rouge,  (225)  346-1646. 
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Christmas  offering  gives  hope  to  abandoned  children 


Before  James  arrived  at  The 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New 
Orleans,  he  had  been  rejected  by  several 
programs,  labeled  too  difficult  to  handle. 
The  Methodist  Home  was  the  last  hope 
for  this  angry,  wounded  8-year-old  boy. 

Because  of  the  severe  abuse  James 
had  experienced  in  his  short  life,  he  was 
placed  on  one-on-one  status.  That 
means  one  staff  person  with  one  child. 


This  was  James’  status  24  hours  a  day,  7 
days  a  week  for  a  full  year,  a  very  tough 
year. 

Gradually,  with  therapy  and  lots  of 
TLC,  the  staff  at  The  Methodist  Home 
was  able  to  reduce  the  intensity  of 
James’  supervision  to  18  hours,  then  12 
hours,  then  8  hours  a  day.  Eventually,  he 
could  attend  school  for  a  half  day. 

Finally,  James  could  make  it  through 


a  whole  school  day.  On  the  last  week  of 
that  challenging  school  year,  James  was 
named  Outstanding  Student  Of  The 
Week. 

Today,  James  still  has  issues  to  explore 
and  behaviors  to  modify,  but  already  he 
has  made  a  giant  leap  toward  healing, 
one  small  step  at  a  time. 

See  OFFERING,  page  2 


UM  Men  construct 
‘learning  playground’ 
at  Mission  Center 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  recently  completed  construction  on 
an  outdoor  classroom  and  Discovery  Learning 
Playground  at  the  United  Methodist  Mission 
Center.  Dave  Goldsmith,  shown  "safety  testing" 
the  new  structure,  headed  the  project. 

Story  on  page  4 


GBGM  commends  top  givers  to  Advance  for  Christ 


Baker  United  Methodist  Church 
topped  the  list  of  ten  Louisiana  congre¬ 
gations  that  contributed  the  most  funds 
in  1999  to  “The  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church,”  an  official  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  said. 

“The  Advance  is  second-mile  giving,” 
said  Rick  Hawkins,  a  GBGM  field  repre¬ 


sentative.  “It  is  designated  to  specific 
projects  and  100  per  cent  goes  to  the 
projects  a  church  chooses.” 

Baker  UMC  led  the  giving  with 
$16,190,  followed  by  First  UMC, 
Natchitoches,  with  $15,272  and  St. 
Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  in 
Mandeville,  with  $14,370. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  con¬ 
tributed  $268,041  to  The  Advance  in 
1999. 

This  included  $48,386  going  to 
Missionary  Personnel,  $7,121  to  Priority 
Ministries,  $164,748  to  The  United 

See  ADVANCE,  page  2 
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ON  THE  JOU  R  N  E  Y 

'Election' 


I’m  writing  on  Sunday  evening 
after  Thanksgiving.  Tilings  are  quiet 
now,  but  I’m  gearing  up  for  tomor¬ 
row  and  the  plunge  into  Advent  and 
its  flurry  of  activities.  It’s  been  a 
wonderful  holiday  with  family  mem¬ 
bers  and  a  time  in  which  my  caloric 
intake  has  been  increased  substan¬ 
tially!  It’s  been  a  time  when  we  have 
intentionally  stopped  and  given 
thanks  to  almighty  God.  It’s  been  a 
“blessed  quietness”  (despite  our  one 
quick  trip  to  the  mall  on  Friday),  a 
“holy  quietness,”  and  a  time  of 
peace.  I’m  so  grateful  for  all  my 
blessings. 

While  I  and  you  have  been  the 
recipients  of  these  special  days,  and 
while  we  have  rested,  relaxed  and 
given  thanks,  the  counting  in  Florida 
has  gone  on!  It’s  hard  to  believe,  isn’t 
it,  that  we  have  found  ourselves 
beleaguered  by  dimpled  chads, 
pregnant  chads,  dangling  chads  and 
untouched  chads!  In  a  technological 
age  when  we  claim  to  have  the  high¬ 
est  level  of  sophistication  when  it 
comes  to  voting  procedures,  we’re 
stuck  in  this  quagmire  of  question¬ 
able  ballots  and  hand  counting. 

I  am  so  grateful  that  when  we 
held  Episcopal  elections  in  July  that 
we  didn’t  get  caught  up  in  this  sort 
of  contested  counting.  Why,  we 
might  still  be  sitting  and  wondering 
who  would  be  the  new  bishop  in 
Louisiana.  I  don’t  think  my  heart 
could  have  taken  it. 

Election  and  its  many  facets  have 
captured  the  attention  of  our  nation 
and  of  the  world.  Election,  in  a  theo¬ 
logical  venue,  has  also  captured  the 
attention  of  the  world  since  the 
coming  of  Christ.  Who  has  been 
chosen,  or  elected,  to  be  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God?  Who  has  been  chosen, 
or  elected,  to  be  the  outcasts  of  God? 


For  whom  did 
Christ  die?  Or,  to 
be  seasonally 
appropriate,  for 
whom  was  Christ 
born? 

Without  taking 
us  into  a  long  the¬ 
ological  discourse 
on  the  subject  of 
election,  I  think  it 
is  safe  to  say  that 
Jesus,  the  child  of  Bethlehem  was 
born  for  every  person  in  this  world. 
Not  a  one  was  left  without  access  to 
the  savior.  Each  of  us  has  been 
“elected”  as  recipients  of  God’s 
unfailing  and  unceasing  love  as  it 
came  in  Jesus.  Each  of  us  is  the  most 
blessed  individual  alive,  for  Jesus 
loves  us,  was  born  for  us,  and  comes 
to  us  even  without  our  asking, 
knowing,  or  acknowledgement. 
Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow. 

Hopefully,  by  the  time  this  article 
is  in  your  hands,  a  presidential  win¬ 
ner  will  have  been  declared.  (I’m  not 
overly  optimistic  that  will  be  the 
case.)  But  one  thing  we  don’t  have  to 
wait  on  to  declare  is  our  relationship 
to  Christ.  We  can  walk  into  every  day 
with  the  certainty  of  our  election  as 
children  of  God  intact.  Our  response 
to  that  is  to  accept  the  fact  of  our 
acceptance  and  to  grow  into  the 
child  we  have  been  chosen  to  be. 
May  these  days  of  Advent  move  each 
of  us  closer  and  closer  to  that  real¬ 
ization  and  more  fully  to  that 
acceptance  and  growth  until  we  and 
the  world  are  completely  Christ’s. 

Waiting  with  you  expectantly, 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Advance,  from  page  1 


Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  $41,123  to  all  other  projects 
outside  the  United  States,  and  $6,663  to 
all  other  projects  inside  the  United 
States. 

The  combined  giving  of  the  17  con¬ 
ferences  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  was  $5,528,402  to  The 
Advance  in  1999. 

The  1999  top  ten  givers  are: 

1.  Baker  UMC; 

2.  First  UMC,  Natchitoches; 

3.  St.  Timothy-On  The  North.  Shore 
UMC,  Mandeville; 

4.  Munholland  UMC,  Metairie; 

5.  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles; 

6.  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge; 


7.  Rayne  Memorial,  New  Orleans; 

8.  Saint  Paul's  UMC,  Monroe; 

9.  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston;  and 

10.  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Hawkins  commended  the  churches 

for  their  contributions. 

“It  is  important  that  our  United 
Methodist  members  learn  more  about 
the  great  mission  outreach  of  the  church 
and  how  they  are  part  of  that  ministry,” 
he  said. 

The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church  is  an  opportunity  other  than 
regular  apportionments  to  share  your 
faith  and  support  United  Methodist 
ministries  in  more  than  100  countries 
around  the  world,  he  said. 


OffsrinCJ ,  from  page  1 


James  is  just  one  of  the  many  chil¬ 
dren  served  by  The  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  in  New  Orleans  who  will  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  conference-wide  special 
offering  to  be  col¬ 
lected  Sunday,  Dec. 

24. 

Last  year,  United 
Methodist  church 
members  across 
Louisiana  generous¬ 
ly  contributed  more 
than  $35,000  to  the 
home  through  this 
special  Christmas  offering. 

“I  am  privileged  to  be  part  of  “the 
miracle  on  Washington  Avenue,” 
declares  Keith  Rhodes,  the  new  CEO  of 
the  home.  “We  are  changing  the  lives  of 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren,  giving  them  a  chance  to  heal,  to 
grow  and  to  succeed.” 

The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 
provides  a  safe  haven  for  abused,  aban¬ 
doned  and  neglected  children  and  ado¬ 
lescents,  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week, 


serving  more  than  200  children  each 
year  through  residential  and  group 
home  care.  Through  foster  care  homes, 
The  Methodist  Home  ministers  to  an 

additional  150  chil¬ 
dren  annually.  The 
Methodist  Home 
staff  works  with 
each  child  to  facili¬ 
tate  healing  on 
every  level:  physi¬ 
cal,  emtotional, 
mental,  educational 
and  spiritual. 

Proceeds  from  the  2000  special  offer¬ 
ing  will  help  the  Methodist  Home  con¬ 
tinue  its  healing  work  with  hurting  chil¬ 
dren.  This  year,  with  support  from  cor¬ 
porate,  foundation  and  private  donors, 
The  Methodist  Home  opened  three  new 
group  homes,  now  serving  adolescents, 
age  14-18.  The  Methodist  Home  also 
completed  renovations  on  two  new 
classrooms  in  preparation  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  an  on-site  alternative  school  in  fall 
2001. 


Proceeds  from  the  2000 
special  offering  will  help 
the  Methodist  Home  con¬ 
tinue  its  healing  work  with 
hurting  children. 


Robertson  earns 
professional 
certification 


Thomas  C.  Robertson,  executive  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  has 
completed  all  the  requirements  and  has  earned  the 
title.  Certified  Conference  Center  Professional. This 
credential  was  presented  as  part  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  International  Association  of 
Conference  Center  Administrators  held  at  the 
Geneva  Park  YMCA  Conference  Center  in  Orillia, 
Ontario,  recently.  Requirements  for  certification 
involved  participation  in  a  six-day  seminar  during 
which  Robertson  received  instruction  in  the  basic 
disciplines  of  the  field.  A  significant  portion  of  the 
seminar  was  preparation  of  an  organizational 
model  of  his  conference  center  and  the  presentation 
of  it  for  faculty  and  peer  review.  In  addition  to  the 
seminar,  Robertson  demonstrated  competency  by 
participating  in  at  least  five  eight-hour  key  compe¬ 
tency  workshops.  Over  a  three-year  period  he  also 
met  experience,  membership  and  academic  require¬ 
ments  and  submitted  satisfactory  references. 
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SMU  Latin  students  create  online  Advent  calendar 


DALLAS  (SMU)  -  First-  and  second-year 
Latin  students  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  have  translated  classic  Latin 
texts  to  be  showcased  on  the  second  annu¬ 
al  interactive  online  Advent  Calendar.  The  web  site  is: 
http:/ /fllc.smu.edu/latin/advent  and  will  be  available 
for  viewing  through  the  end  of  December. 

The  2000  Advent  Calendar  pairs  student  translations 
of  the  Vulgate  Bible  of  St.  Jerome  and  liturgy  of  late 
antiquity  with  rarely  seen  religious  art  from  two  rare 
texts  in  SMU’s  Bridwell  Library. 

Some  of  the  Latin  texts  and  translations  are  paired 
with  illustrations  from  the  Book  of  Hours,  a  rare  illumi¬ 
nated  manuscript  dating  back  to  1420  that  includes 
Latin  prayers,  psalms,  hymns  and  lessons  designed  for 
private  devotion  at  appointed  times  throughout  the 
day.  Other  illustrations  are  from  The  Story  of  tire  Three 
Kings  by  lohannes  of  Hildesheim,  originally  written  in 
the  14th  century.  Both  texts  are  part  of  the  Bridwell 
Library’s  Special  Collections,  under  the  direction  of 
Valerie  Hotchkiss,  director  of  Bridwell  Library,  and 
Ellen  Herron,  curator  of  Special  Collections. 

The  interactive  online  Advent  calendar  is  the  con¬ 
cept  of  SMU  Latin  instructor  Paula  Lemmon,  who 
wanted  to  create  a  project  that  links  the  language  of  the 
ancient  world  during  the  time  of  Jesus  with  current 
technology  of  the  Internet. 

“The  theme  of  this  Advent  Calendar  is  pilgrimage,” 
Lemmon  said.  “The  classes  have  created  an  online  pil¬ 
grimage  through  the  Christmas  story,  with  the 
December  calendar  providing  a  gateway  to  each  day 
counting  down  to  Christmas.  With  a  click  of  a  button, 
the  sequence  of  the  story  begins  on  the  first  day  of 
Advent  (Dec.  3)  with  the  Credo  that  was  the  passport 
for  the  authentic  pilgrim,  and  ends  with  an  invitation 
for  those  who  have  followed  a  star  and  must  find  their 
way  home. 

“In  words  and  images  we  hope  to  provide  an  invita¬ 
tion  and  an  inspiration  to  perceive  with  the  eyes  of  a 


The  SMU  Latin  student's  web  site  features  illustrations 
from  the  Book  of  Hours,  a  rare,  illuminated  manuscript 
dating  from  1420. 


pilgrim  and  to  communicate  vade  mecum,  which  is 
Latin  for  ‘go  with  me,’  ”  Lemmon  said. 

Also  linked  to  the  2000  Advent  Calendar  are  pop-up 
definitions  and  a  scholarly  paper  by  Bridwell  Library 
Curator  of  Rare  Books  Eric  White  about  the  Book  of 


Hours.  Lemmon  said  that  while  she  had  the  initial  idea, 
it  was  Jan  Marston,  director  of  the  Foreign  Language 
Learning  Center  at  SMU,  and  Clayton  Mitchell,  web¬ 
master  and  site  designer,  who  made  the  Advent  calen¬ 
dar  a  reality. 

"My  role  at  the  university  is  as  a  catalyst  to  help  fac¬ 
ulty  integrate  the  use  of  technology  into  their  curricu¬ 
lum,”  Marston  said.  "This  project  became  a  collabora¬ 
tive  effort  between  the  foreign  language  department 
and  Bridwell  Library  to  become  a  beautiful  holiday  gift 
to  the  Internet  world. 

The  images  from  the  Bridwell  Book  of  Hours  are 
kept  in  temperature-controlled  locked  vaults  and  are 
rarely  seen  by  the  public.  The  Internet  allows  us  to 
share  this  treasure,  without  risking  damage  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  book’s  fragile  pages.” 

The  study  of  foreign  languages  and  literatures  lies  at 
the  center  of  the  humanities,  and  SMU’s  Latin  program 
offers  students  the  opportunity  to  study  the  language 
and  culture  of  classical  and  medieval  Intin  worlds. 

The  objective  of  the  Latin  program  at  SMU  is  to 
build  a  solid  foundation  in  the  language  and  to  prepare 
students  to  translate  original  classical  and  medieval 
texts  on  their  own,  as  they  did  with  the  Advent  calen¬ 
dar.  Besides  emphasizing  vocabulary,  grammar  and 
syntax,  the  Latin  program  also  presents  an  overview  of 
Roman  history  and  culture  through  written  texts  and 
videos  in  English,  and  points  out  the  connections 
between  Latin  and  modern-day  Romance  languages 
and  English. 

Students  who  worked  on  the  2000  Advent  calendar 
project  included  Louisa  Benton,  Shelli  Carnes,  Curt 
Carter,  Erica  Donnelly,  Crissy  Hamilton,  Elizabeth 
Heard,  Ellen  Herron,  Amy  Lynn  Huff,  Bethany  Keeler, 
Erin  McLaughlin,  Brooks  Nichols,  Jackie  Nochisaki, 

Amy  Smith,  Amanda  Taylor  and  Laurie  Zrull. 

“Our  2000  Advent  calendar  is  proof  that  while  Latin 
is  one  of  the  ancient  languages,  it  is  far  from  dead,” 
Lemmon  said. 


It  was  ministry,  mission  and  mayhem  when  youth  from 
around  Louisiana  gathered  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth  for  the  first  junior  high  retreat.  More  than 
two  hundred  youth  and  adults  attended  the  event,  and 
as  many  are  expected  to  attend  the  next  retreat 
scheduled  for  Dec.  15-17  at  the  Conference  Center. 


Junior  High 
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CRAFTY  KIDS 

Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  recently  held  an  arts  and  crafts  fair  for  children. 
Participants  learned  craft  techniques  in  a  wide  variety  of  classes  and  workshops. 


Saint  Peter  UMC 
celebrates  1 20 
years  of  service 

It  was  indeed  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  as 
former  members  from  far  and  near  gathered  Oct.  8 
to  join  hands  and  hearts  with  the  pastor  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Saint  Peter  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Clinton  for  the  120th  anniversary  celebration. 

The  anniversary  theme  was  taken  from  Isaiah 
28:16  and  I  Corinthians  3:10-14: 

"For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that 
is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ.” 

Keynote  preacher  for  the  event  was  Rev.  Clarence 
L.  Hillard,  pastor  of  Jordan  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Inspirational  music  was 
provided  by  the  choir  of  Jordan  UMC. 

During  the  service  the  following  surviving  spous¬ 
es  were  lifted  up  in  prayers,  presented  with  certifi¬ 
cates  of  appreciations  and  given  a  love  offering: 

Mrs.  Mary  Branch,  Mrs.  Ammerine  Berry,  Mrs 
.Eunice  Franklin  and  Mrs.  Lettie  Ennis 

The  church’s  only  living  former  pastor,  Rev.  W.  R. 
Lafyette,  was  also  given  special  recognition  for  his 
outstanding  leadership  and  pastoral  ministry  at 
Saint  Peter. 

The  service  ended  with  a  moment  of  silent 
prayer  in  memory  of  the  faithful  departed. 


UM  Men  build 


learning 


Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Men  constructed 
an  outdoor  classroom  and 
Discovery  Learning 
Playground  at  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  Center  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  building 
was  designed  by  architect 
Mark  Montgomery  who 
donated  the  plans  to  the 
center.  Dave  Goldsmith  and 
ten  Broadmoor  UMM  pro¬ 
vided  free  labor.  The  men 
built  the  playground 
between  Habitat  for 
Humanity  projects.  The  play- 
land  features  three  sections. 
One  section  has  lockable 
doors.  Play  options  include 
blowtubes,  slides,  steering 
wheels,  house  center,  mag¬ 
netic  board,  lacing,  a  mirror 
ball  in  the  ceiling  and  more. 


playground' 


RIDING  IN  STYLE 

Pastor  Appreciation  is  alive  and  well  in  Prairieville. 
"The  Candles",  the  women's  ministry  team  of 
Carpenter's  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  treated 
their  pastor  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard  and  his  wife,  Susie, 
to  a  night  out  at  Mansur's  Restaurant  with  a  limou¬ 
sine  ride  included.  The  ladies  presented  this  gift  and 
entrance  in  the  Baton  Rouge  Area  Pastors  Golf 
Tournament  during  a  morning  service.  Rev.  Blanchard 
said,  "We  were  surprised  and  blessed  by  their  remem¬ 
brance  of  our  parsonage  family  during  Pastor's 

Appreciation  Month." 


Lay  speaking  school  set 

Lay  Speaking  Courses  will  be  held 
Jan.  27  at  Broadmoor  UMC.  The  basic 
course  will  certify  laity  to  speak  at  their 
local  church.  Advanced  courses  will  cer¬ 
tify  participants  to  speak  across  the  dis¬ 
trict.  For  information,  contact  Florence 
McGhee,  District  Director  of  Lay 
Speaking. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Lynn  Sheehan 
PO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225)  634-7810 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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Pineville  hosts  worship  settings  workshop 


The  Worship  Settings  Workshop  II  hosted  at  First  United  Methodist  in 
Pineville  on  Sept.  30  was  a  resounding  success.  Sponsored  by  the  Alexandria 
District  Ministry  Team,  the  workshop  was  attended  by  77  people  representing  24 
churches  from  across  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Letty  Strawbridge  and  Gladys 
Ford  led  the  group  in  understanding  the  importance  of  the  worship  setting 
enhancing  the  Scripture  and  spoken  word. 

Everyone  was  divided  into  small  groups.  Each  group  was  given  a  Scripture 
and  asked  to  design  a  worship  setting.  After  prayer  and  study  of  the  Scripture, 
the  group  then  went  to  the  “supply  closet”  and  together  designed  an  altar  set¬ 
ting.  The  leaders  emphasized  using  items  available  at  low  or  no  cost  to  show 
good  stewardship  of  the  church’s  financial  resources. 

Color,  candles,  Bibles  and  crosses  figured  prominendy  in  many  of  the  settings 
designed.  Everyone  attending  went  back  to  their  own  churches  with  ideas  for 
resources  and  inspiration  to  “think  outside  the  boxes”  in  creating  unique  altar 
settings  to  enhance  worship  in  their  particular  worship  space. 


First  UMC,  Alexandria,  shares 
the  blessing  for  Thanksgiving 


"Share  the  Blessing”  is  an  annual 
event  sponsored  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  whereby 
persons  from  the  community  are  fed  a 
traditional  Thanksgiving  meal. 

While  the  church  was  moving  to  a 
new  location  over  a  year  ago,  “Share  the 
Blessing”  was  put  on  hold. 

This  year,  several  people  from  the 
church  approached  the  pastor,  Rev.  J. 
Roddy  Taylor,  about  reviving  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Once  the  idea  was  brought  before  the 
congregation,  planning  began. 

Contacts  were  made  in  order  to  reach 
the  needy  through  the  Salvation  Army, 
Sheperd  Center  and  various  churches. 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  18,  as  the  guests 
arrived,  they  were  greeted  by  members 
of  the  congregation.  The  guests  were 
seated  at  a  table  decorated  for  the  occa¬ 


sion.  Once  seated,  they  were  served  a 
hot  plate  of  sliced  turkey,  combread 
dressing,  vegetables,  a  roll  and  dessert. 
While  the  guests  enjoyed  the  meal, 
members  of  the  church  continued  to 
serve  them,  refilling  their  glasses  of  tea. 

The  members  invited  the  guests  to  a 
tour  of  the  church  once  the  meal  was 
complete. 

Members  wanted  the  guests  to  know 
they  were  welcome  to  worship  with  us  at 
anytime. 

Before  they  left,  the  guests  were  given 
a  bag  of  groceries  containing  items 
along  with  a  certificate  for  a  baking  hen, 
which  could  be  prepared  in  order  to 
have  a  meal  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

All  in  all,  we  believe  the  members  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  gained 
more  than  we  gave  on  the  “Share  the 
Blessing”  day. 


‘I  went  reluctantly...”  D.S.  and  wife  visit  Bolivia  and  find  fellowship 


BY  NANCI  YOUNGBLOOD 

Last  spring  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  invited  Bill  to  go  on  a 
mission  education  trip  to  Bolivia  along 
with  second-year  district  superintend¬ 
ents  from  other  conferences.  Spouses 
were  also  invited.  I  was  willing  but  not 
really  excited  about  it.  However,  I  did  go, 
and  that  has  made  quite  a  difference. . . 

Some  tilings  I  learned: 

Latin  America  extends  from  Mexico 
to  Antarctica  —  including  the 
Caribbean. 

Methodist  churches  in  Latin  America 
are  not  United  Methodist  —  they  were 
“given”  independence  —  ready  or  not  — 
in  1968. 

The  Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  American  and  the 
Caribbean  —  CIEMAL  —  was  formed  in 
1969  to  coordinate  efforts  to  organize 
new  churches,  train  pastors  and  laity, 
provide  health  ministries,  and  be  a 
prophetic  voice  for  social  and  economic 
justice. 

Most  governments  in  Latin  America 
are  unable  to  provide  adequate  educa¬ 
tion,  health  services,  and  economic 
opportunities  for  their  people. 


53  per  cent  of  the  population  of  Latin 
America  lives  in  extreme  poverty,  i.e.  on 
$  1  or  less  a  day. 

The  Methodist  church  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  is  growing! 

Some  examples  of  hope  we  witnessed 
at  Emmanuel  Methodist  Church  in 
Cochabamba: 

About  60  children  in  day  care  had 
been  malnourished 
and  without  smiles 
until  the  church 
reached  out  to 
them.  We  saw  the 
face  of  Christ  in 
them  as  they 
danced  —  dressed 
in  indigenous  cos¬ 
tumes  of  native  peo¬ 
ples  of  the  region  — 
healthy  and  laugh¬ 
ing. 

Very  old  women 
gathered  there  daily 
to  make  simple 
crafts  and  be  with 
one  another  — 
quite  a  change  from 
their  former,  lonely 


existence.  Their  wrinkled  faces  bore  the 
face  of  Christ. 

Health  and  dental  clinics  at  the 
church  provide  health  care  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  —  staffed  by  volunteer  profes¬ 
sionals  and  trained  lay  persons  —  work¬ 
ing  as  the  body  of  Christ  to  alleviate  suf¬ 
fering  and  promote  good  health  habits. 

The  Methodist  church  in  Latin 


America  is  about  relationship  —  solidar¬ 
ity  with  one  another  and  with  Christ. 
Methodists  there  would  like  for  North 
Americans  and  Latin  Americans  to  be  in 
partnership  in  ministry  to  one  another. 

For  me,  just  being  with  these  brothers 
and  sisters  was  an  encounter  with 
Christ. 

That  is  also  what  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  called  an  endow¬ 
ment  fund  (Permanent  Fund  025100) 
established  by  the  ’96  General 
Conference  and  affirmed  in  2000.  The 
idea  of  Encounter  With  Christ  is  to  build 
a  permanent  fund  of  at  least  a  million 
dollars  and  to  use  the  income  to  support 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  churches  in 
Latin  America  through  CIEMAL. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Rosa  Fields 
103  Woods  St. 

Pineville,  LA  71360 
(318)  487-1881 
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Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation  slated  for  fall  in  San  Antonio 


If  you  long  for  a  deeper  faith  and  the 
companionship  of  others  in  spiritual 
community,  you  may  be  interested  in 
participating  in  the  two-year  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Formation  which  begins 
next  fall  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Since  1983,  the  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation  has  been  held  in  various 
locations  around  the  country  but  never 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Marjorie 
Thompson,  author  of  “Soul  Feast”  called 
the  two-year  program  “...the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  nondegree  program  in  spiri¬ 
tual  formation  available  today” 

Participants  gather  for  eight  five-day 
sessions  and  receive  instruction  in  a 
wade  range  of  topics  related  to  Christian 
spirituality.  A  rhythm  of  worship  is 
established  with  morning  prayer,  daily 
Communion  and  night  prayer.  Evening 
covenant  groups  provide  a  place  to  listen 
to  God’s  work  through  the  day. 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 
is  a  program  ministry  of  the  Upper 


Room,  best  known  for  the  daily  devo¬ 
tional  guide  that  bears  that  name. 

The  origin  of  the  Upper  Room  is  of 
interest,  since  it  came  from  the  San 
Antonio  area.  In  1935  a  group  of  women 


in  San  Antonio  began  sharing  stories 
about  how  God  was  sustaining  them 
through  the  Great  Depression.  Those 
stories  were  then  written  down  and 
shared,  and  a  magazine  was  born. 
Worldwide  circulation  is  now  almost  3 
million.  Since  the  1970s  the  Upper 
Room  has  developed  other  resources  for 
helping  people  experience  God,  includ¬ 
ing  the  well-respected  journal  in 
Christian  spirituality,  “Weavings,”  and 


the  very  popular  Walk  to  Emmaus. 

The  Upper  Room  is  an  independent 
unit  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  with 
special  responsibility  for  spiritual  forma¬ 


tion  ministries.  While  based  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  its  ministry  is 
ecumenical  by  design  and  in  outreach; 
participants  at  a  typical  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation  come  from  as  many 
as  ten  denominations.  Faculty  presen¬ 
ters  include  persons  from  various 
Catholic,  Orthodox  and  Protestant  tradi¬ 
tions. 

Enrollment  in  the  Academy  is  limited, 
so  interested  persons  should  apply  soon. 


A  20-page  prospectus,  with  application, 
can  be  obtained  by  contacting  Jerry 
Haas,  Director  of  the  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation,  (615)  340-7232,  or 
by  writing  The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation,  RO.  Box  340004,  Nashville, 
TN  37203-0004.  You  may  also  visit  the 
Website  and  download  an  application 
(www.upperroom.org)  or  send  an  email 
to  jpoenitske@upperroom.org.  Laity  and 
clergy  are  welcome  to  apply. 

Participation  by  persons  from  non- 
Anglo  groups  is  encouraged.  Persons 
with  a  handicapping  condition  are  also 
welcome  to  apply;  the  retreat  center  is 
ADA  accessible.  Variations  of  the  two- 
year  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 
have  been  offered  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  including  the  Five-Dav 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation  and 
the  Three-Year  Covenant  Community  for 
Spiritual  Formation.  For  a  comparison 
between  these  programs  and  the  two- 
year  Academy,  contact  the  director’s 
office. 


Participants  receive  instruction  in  a  wide  range  of  topics 
related  to  Christian  spirituality.  A  rhythm  of  worship  is 
established  with  morning  prayer,  daily  Communion  and 
night  prayer.  Evening  covenant  groups  provide  a  place  to 
listen  to  God’s  work  through  the  day. 


http://crt.umc.org/rem 


e-mail  REM@umcom.umc.org 
or  online  at  http://crt.umc.org/rem. 


The  Racial  Ethnic  Minority  (REM) 

Fellowship  is  a  one-year  program  of 
being  mentored  and  gaining 
experience  in  religion  communications. 

Communications  in  a  fellowship 
setting  involves  a  variety  of  experiences,  and  could  include 
newspaper  writing  and  editing,  public  relations,  video 
production,  TV/radio  spot  placement,  electronic  publishing, 
and  program  development 

United  Methodist  Communications,  an  agency  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  offers  the  REM 
Fellowship  to  one  recent  or  spring  college  grad 
uate  each  year.  The  selected  individual  will 
work  with  an  experienced  United  Methodist 
communicator,  August  1,  2001-july  31,  2002. 

The  exact  location  of  the  2001-200 2  fel¬ 
lowship  experience  is  yet  to  be  determined. 

Salary  for  the  one-year  term  is  $30,000  plus 
benefits,  moving  expenses,  and  travel. 

The  Fellowship  is  ideal  for  a  United 
Methodist  of  racial  ethnic  background  who  is 
interested  in  considering  religion  communi¬ 
cations  as  a  career.  The  fellowship  will  require 
the  recipient  to  relocate  to  the  selected  area 
within  the  United  States. 

Application  Deadline: 
March  13,  2001 


Racial  Ethnic 

Minority 

Fellowship 


If  you  are  a  graduating  United  Methodist  of  ethnic  minority 
heritage  who  is  interested  in  pursuing  a  communications 
career,  consider  this  opportunity. 


For  More 
Information 
and  To  Apply 


Application  forms  are  available  from 

REM  Fellowship  Committee 

c/o  UMCom 

Conference  Resourcing  Team 
P.0.  Box  320 
Nashville,  TN  37202 

1-888-278-4862 


Strengthening  the  black  church 


United  Methodists  from  around  the  state  gathered 
recently  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans  for  the  W.T. 
Handy  convocation, "Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for 
the  21st  Century."  Above:  Rev.  Stephen  Handy,  son  of  W.T. 
Handy,  escorts  his  aunt,  Antoinette  Handy  Miller.  Below: 
Dr.  Chester  Jones,  general  secretary  of  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  Dr.  Robert  S.  McGinnis  Jr.,  associate 
vice  president  of  Church  Relations  at  Dillard,  and  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Doug  Ezell. 
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IN  BRIEF 


Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


Pastor  tells  Christmas  story  through  totem  pole 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska  -  Stories  from  the  Bible  have  been  translated  into  dozens  of 
languages  from  around  die  world  and  printed  on  everything  from  quilt  squares  to 
microfilm,  but  a  retired  United  Methodist  pastor  in  Alaska  has  brought  the 
Christmas  story  to  life  in  a  12-foot  cedar  totem  pole.  The  Rev.  David  Fison  said  the 
inspiration  for  the  Tsimshian  Indian-style  totem  came  during  Advent  in  1961 ,  while 
he  was  serving  as  a  pastor  in  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  and  later  as  an  interim  pastor  for  the 
Tsimshian  in  Metlakada. 

Fison  researched  the  Tsimshian  culture  and  identified  images  in  it  that  were  the 
nearest  equivalents  for  those  of  the  Christmas  story.  During  the  next  26  years,  his 
vision  evolved  as  he  researched  native  culture  at  the  University  of  Alaska  and  began 
translating  the  Christmas  story  into  an  oil  painting  of  a  totem  pole  using  native  sym¬ 
bols.  A  28-inch,  scale-model  wood  carving  followed.  Carving  the  final  12-foot  pole  of 
yellow  cedar  took  about  two  years  of  spare  time,  Fison  said.  The  completed  pole 
stands  anchored  to  the  spiral  staircase  in  the  center  of  his  home. 

The  angel  Gabriel  is  portrayed  as  Raven,  emissary  of  the  Great  Chief  of  the 
Heavens,  the  Tsimshian  term  for  God,  Fison  explained.  Raven,  sitting  atop  the  pole, 
carries  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  in  its  beak.  Bear  symbolizes  the  place  of  Jesus'  birth. 
"They  had  no  domestic  animals,"  Fison  said.  "Jesus  is  born  where  the  forest  animals 
feed."  Fison  said  he  received  the  blessing  of  the  late  Tsimshian  Chief  Walter  Wesley 
after  sharing  the  work  with  him.  Now,  Fison  is  at  work  on  an  Easter  pole. 

Exploration  event  helps  young  people  hear  God’s  call 

DALLAS  -  Thirteen  hundred  young  United  Methodists  spent  three  days  at  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  Airport  wrestling  with  one  of  the  toughest  questions  of  their  own 
life  journeys.  Like  Isaiah,  they  faced  these  words  of  old:  "Who  will  go  for  us?"  That 
was  the  core  and  theme  of  Exploration  2000,  a  biennial  gathering  of  young  United 
Methodists  last  month.  The  church's  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  budgets  more  than  $200,000  for  this  all-expenses-paid  effort  to  help 
women  and  men,  ranging  from  high  school  juniors  to  24-year-olds,  discern  what 
God  is  calling  them  to  do.  A  300-word  Covenant  Agreement  of  mutual  responsibili¬ 
ties,  signed  by  all  registrants,  helped  bind  the  multi-part  program  into  a  whole. 

Farm  crisis  persists  throughout  world,  rural  chaplains  say 

WASHINGTON  -  Sentimental  images  of  life  on  the  farm  do  not  reflect  the  reali¬ 
ties  of  the  year  2000,  according  to  rural  chaplains.  Not  in  the  United  States.  Not  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  The  decision-making  power  about  the  world's  food  supply 
has  become  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few  companies  whose  allegiance  is  to 
their  stockholders,  according  to  speakers  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Rural 
Chaplains  Association.  The  association  has  more  than  200  clergy  and  lay  members 
certified  to  do  ministry  in  rural  situations.  It  began  in  1991  as  a  grass-roots  organiza¬ 
tion  and  its  relationship  with  the  United  Methodist  Church  became  official  in  1992. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Edgar,  chief  executive  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  a 
United  Methodist,  emphasized  to  the  rural  chaplains  the  urgency  of  their  mission. 

He  reminded  them  that  more  than  half  of  all  the  people  who  have  ever  lived  on 
earth  are  alive  today  and  that  God  uses  ordinary  people. 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 

TOWERING  CHRISTMAS  STORY  -  The  Rev.  David  Fison  interprets  the  Christmas  story 
through  a  1 2-foot  Tsimshian  Indian-style  totem  pole  he  designed  and  carved  from  yel¬ 
low  cedar  at  his  home  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  Fison  began  the  project  as  an  oil  painting, 
visible  at  left. 
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WORLD  WATCH 


Clerics  ask  U.N.  to  help  end  ‘root  causes’  of  war 

Two  religious  leaders  from  Sierra  Leone,  including  a  United 
Methodist  bishop,  are  calling  upon  the  United  Nations  to  help 
eradicate  the  "root  cause"  of  their  country's  long  civil  war.  Bishop 
Joseph  C.  Humper,  along  with  Muslim  leader  Usman  Nurudin 
Sahid  Jah,  spoke  about  the  situation  in  the  West  African  country 
during  a  recent  briefing  at  the  Church  Center  for  the  United 
Nations.  The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
World  Conference  on  Religion  and  Peace  were  sponsors  of  the  event. 

As  leaders  of  the  Inter- Religious  Council  of  Sierra  Leone,  both  clerics  have  been 
involved  in  efforts  to  work  with  the  government  and  the  rebel  faction,  the 
Revolutionary  United  Front,  to  bring  peace  to  the  nation.  "The  root  cause  of  the 
fighting  in  Sierra  Leone  is  not  tribal,  regional  or  religious,"  Jah  explained.  "It  is  an 
economic  war  caused  by  Charles  Taylor  of  Liberia  against  the  people  of  Sierra 
Leone."  Taylor,  Liberia's  president,  has  been  implicated  as  a  participant  in  the  RUF's 
illegal  diamond  trade,  but  he  has  denied  any  involvement  in  Sierra  Leone. 

Humper  called  for  continued  efforts  by  the  United  Nations  to  resolve  this  eco¬ 
nomic  war  and  for  support  from  the  international  community  to  help  rebuild  a 
"post-conflict"  Sierra  Leone. 

Contributions  for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Reliefs  work  to  support 
Sierra  Leone  can  be  made  to  Advance  No.  181205-1,  "Sierra  Leone  Emergency." 
Checks  can  be  placed  in  church  collection  plates  or  mailed  to  UMCOR  at  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  330,  New  York,  NY  10115.  Credit-card  donations  can  be  made 
by  calling  (800)  554-8583. 
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...And  all  I  got 
was  this  T-shirt 

St.  Charles  UMC  in  Destrehan 
recently  held  a  stewardship 
banquet,  the  first  event  in  its 
new  fellowship  hall.  Left:  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  and  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent 
Freddie  Henderson  display  T- 
shirts  from  the  church's  youth, 
Courtney  Luquet  and  Caroline 
Coulon.  Above:  Glenn  Lambert 
entertains  Kay  Hutchinson,  Rev. 
John  Winn  and  Brandes  Ramsey. 


"A  portion  merit' for  others 


Reaching  out, 
improving  lives 

BY  BISHOP  WILLIAM  W.  HUTCHINSON 

On  September  25,  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell  and  I  went  to  New  Orleans  to 
meet  with  our  Hispanic  Ministries  Task 
Force.  What  I  saw  and  heard  was  a  mar¬ 
velous  ministry  that  is  unfolding.  Two 
outstanding  missionaries,  Maribel 
Mojica  and  Rev.  Samuel  Calvo,  are  lead¬ 
ing  the  innovative  radio  broadcasts  to 
the  Hispanic  population  of  the  New 
Orleans  area.  As  a  result  of  the  broad¬ 
casts  they  are  having  many  persons 
come  to  them  for  help  with  various 
needs. 

Some  of  the  greatest  needs  being  met 
are  educational  in  nature.  We  visited 
First  UMC,  Kenner  and  the  classes  that 
are  being  taught  several  nights  a  week. 
One  of  those  is  a  GED  class,  helping 
those  who  desire  to  do  so  to  acquire 
their  high  school  diploma.  Another  is  a 
class  in  English  as  a  Second  Language 
(ESL).  A  third  class  is  for  English  speak¬ 
ing  persons  who  wish  to  learn  conversa¬ 
tional  Spanish. 

In  every  classroom  I  was  met  with 
enthusiasm  and  courtesy.  Every  person 
there  was  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to 
learn  and  to  improve  his  or  her  life.  It  is 
United  Methodist  dollars  that  are  mak¬ 


ing  it  all  possible. 

When  you  fund  apportionments,  you 
are  enabling  persons  to  grow  in  their 
abilities  to  be  productive  citizens.  What 
a  blessing  you  provide  in  enabling  our 
Hispanic  Ministries  Task  Force  to  be 
enlarged  in  its  scope  and  become  a 
major  emphasis  in  the  Louisiana  Area. 

We  have  only  a  few  weeks  to  com¬ 
plete  the  payout  of  all  apportioned 
items.  I  trust  you  are  making  every  effort 
to  pay  100  per  cent. 


Consultant  explores  relevance 


of  ministry  teams  for  churches 


BY  HERB  MILLER 


CHURCH  CONSULTANT 

Married  couples  work  an  average  of 
26  percent  longer  per  week  than  they 
did  30  years  ago  [American 
Demographics,  July  20001. 

Most  church  members  willingly  give 
their  precious  time  to  ministries  that 
make  a  difference  in  other  people’s  lives. 
Fewer  than  20  percent  of  church  mem¬ 
bers  will  give  time  to 
board  and  commit¬ 
tee  meetings. 

This  is  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  reasons  why 
more  and  more 
churches  reshape 
their  organizational 
systems  to  smaller 
boards  of  seven  to  12 
members,  fewer  and 
smaller  committees  (not  more  than  six 
people  each)  and  eight  to  12  or  more 
ministry  teams.  Some  extremely  large 
churches  have  more  than  100  ministry 
teams  and  fewer  than  six  committees. 

What  is  a  ministry  team? 

The  concept  is  not  new,  just  the  term. 
Examples:  the  adult  choir,  the  ushers, 
morning  worship  greeters,  food  pantry 
workers  and  used  clothing  ministry 
workers.  These  groups  do  not  meet  and 
discuss.  They  function.  Like  those  tradi¬ 
tional  groups,  ministry  team  members 
give  time  and  energy  to  a  particular 
ministry  about  which  they  feel  a  sense 
of  God’s  call  and  to  which  they  bring  a 
special  skill,  passion  or  spiritual  gifted¬ 
ness. 

Ministry  team  is  not  a  new  term  for 
committee,  subcommittee  or  task  force. 
Those  groups  serve  a  valid  but  different 
function  than  ministry  teams. 

The  nominating  committee  does  not 
nominate  ministry  team  members. 
Ministry  team  leaders  recruit  their 
teams  in  informal  ways  at  the  beginning 
of  and  throughout  the  year.  Some  min¬ 
istry  team  members  have  not  yet  joined 
the  church. 


Ministry  teams  create  a  marvelous 
mix  of  task  and  fellowship.  Affinity  (a 
passion  or  enthusiasm  for  that  particu¬ 
lar  ministry)  glues  the  ministry  team 
together. 

How  does  a  ministry  team  function? 

Some  churches  that  switch  to  min¬ 
istry  teams  chart  each  of  them  under  a 
specific  committee.  Example:  The 
greeter  ministry  team  fits  under  and  ful¬ 
fills  a  function  of 
the  worship  com¬ 
mittee.  However, 
neither  the  govern¬ 
ing  board  nor  a 
committee  micro¬ 
manages  the  min¬ 
istry  teams. 

Each  ministry 
team  is  free  to 
make  a  decision  as  long  as  it  is  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  congregation’s  core  values, 
beliefs,  vision  and  mission  and  does  not 
require  financial  funding  that  exceeds 
that  ministry  team’s  line  item  in  the 
church  budget.  For  example,  one  con¬ 
gregation  forms  a  new  ministry  team 
without  asking  permission  from  anyone 
if  the  proposed  ministry  introduces  peo¬ 
ple  to  Jesus  in  positive  ways  or  helps 
people  grow  spiritually  or  relieves  suffer¬ 
ing. 

Many  large  churches  distribute  the 
following  guidelines  to  ministry  teams: 

Ministry  teams  make  most  of  their 
own  decisions,  measuring  them  against 
the  congregation’s  core  values,  beliefs, 
vision  and  mission. 

Ministry  teams  must  clear  some  deci¬ 
sions  through  a  staff  meeting  (example: 
putting  something  on  the  church  calen¬ 
dar). 

Ministry  teams  must  get  a  few  deci¬ 
sions  approved  by  the  governing  board 
(example:  any  expenditure  not  covered 
in  the  church  budget). 

The  bottom  line: 

Should  your  church  reshape  its  orga¬ 
nizational  system  to  fit  the  way  today’s 
volunteers  are  willing  to  use  their  time? 


Should  your  church 
reshape  its  organization¬ 
al  system  to  fit  the  way 
today’s  volunteers  are 
willing  to  use  their  time? 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 

15-17 

Junior  High  Retreat  #2 

La.  Conference  Center 

24 

Special  Offering  for 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

JANUARY 

4-5 

Academy  of  Spiritual  Leadership  Track  One, 
2000-2001 

La.  Conference  Center 

4-7 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

8-9 

District  Audits 

8-12 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry 

Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas 

12-14 

Happening 

La.  Conference  Center 

14 

Special  Offering  for  Human  Relations  Day 

17-18 

Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 

Conference  Office,  BR 

19-20 

License  to  Preach  School 

TBA 

19-20 

Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

Henning  UMC,  Sulphur 

19-21 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Joint  Training  Event 

Harvey  Hotel,  DFW 
Airport,  Irving,  Texas 

19-21 

Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  -  Track  III 

La.  Conference  Center 

21 

United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday 
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'Today,  we  become  a 
United  Methodist 
Church. ..78 


Event  to  feed  hungry  sets 
goal  of  20,000  congregations 


Conceived  from  a  single  line  of  a 
prayer  and  birthed  by  one  church  youth 
group  in  1990,  Souper  Bowl  of  Caring 
organizers  want  to  recruit  14,000  con¬ 
gregations  to  ask  parishioners  to 
give  a  dollar  or  two  for  the 
needy  on  Super  Bowl 
Sunday,  Jan.  28. 

“Twenty-two  churches 
participated  in  the  first 
Souper  Bowl  in  1990,  but 
we  want  to  see  14,000 
join  the  team  in  2001. 

Please  get  your  church  on 
board,"  said  Sarah  Swinson,  a 
high  school  student  who  volun¬ 
teers  with  the  effort.  This  year's  goal  is  to 
see  $4,000,000  generated  for  charities. 

The  concept  behind  the  grass-roots 
movement  is  remarkably  simple. 
Congregations  simply  ask  parishioners 
to  give  one  dollar  each  as  they  leave 
worship  the  morning  (or  weekend)  of 
the  big  game.  Youth  stationed  at  sanctu¬ 


ary  exits  collect  the  dollar  donations  in 
large  soup  pots,  then  send  all  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  direcdy  to  a  local  charity  of  that 
group’s  choice.  Organizers  only  ask  for  a 
phone  report  so  that  national  totals 
can  be  determined. 

This  mustard  seed  of  an 
idea,  which  began  in  the 
Youth  Fellowship  of  a  sin¬ 
gle  South  Carolina 
church,  has  generated  an 
aggregate  of  $10,000,000 
for  worthy  charities  across 
the  country.  The  initiative 
also  enables  the  young  people 
who  receive  the  donations  to 
make  a  positive  impact  in  their  own 
communities. 

Thanks  to  the  Souper  Bowl  of  Caring, 
the  day  traditionally  associated  with 
football  is  scoring  in  other  ways  as  well. 
Last  year  $3,100,000  was  raised  when 
1 1,21 1  congregations  across  the  country 

see  SOUPER  BOWL,  page  2 


Ground  broken 
on  first  interfaith 
prison  chapel 

By  Andrew  Griffin 
The  Town  Talk,  Alexandria 

COTTONPORT  -  Their  task  made 
easier  by  the  moist  earth  and  soft 
rain,  proponents  of  a  chapel  for  the 
Avoyelles  Correctional  Center  offi¬ 
cially  broke  ground  recently  for  the 
place  of  worship. 

The  interfaith  chapel  is  the  first  of 
21  to  be  built  in  the  state  with  funds 
raised  by  the  Louisiana  Prison 
Chapel  Foundation. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
tributed  more  than  $70,000  to  the 
project.  Bishop  William  Hutchinson 
attended  the  groundbreaking  for  the 
new  chapel. 

“Inmates  really  need  a  safe  place 
where  they  can  go  to  have  their  spiri¬ 
tual  needs  met,”  Hutchinson  said. 

see  PRISON  CHAPEL,  page  2 
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Annual  Conference 
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Louisiana 

The  next  issue  will  appear 
in  three  weeks  on  Jan.  12. 
Happy  holidays! 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Santas,  Elves,  Creches  and  Angels 


Today  I’m  hopping  across  Texas 
and  Louisiana!  Up  and  down.  Up  and 
down.  I  am  living  out  the  flight  atten¬ 
dant’s  statement,  “It’s  just  a  hop,  skip 
and  a  jump  to  our  next  destination!” 

I  am  in  the  midst  of  a  flying  trip  (lit¬ 
erally!)  to  see  my  mother  who  lives  in 
Hobbs,  New  Mexico.  The  trip  out  was¬ 
n’t  bad.  New  Orleans  to  Dallas.  Dallas 
to  Lubbock.  Rent  a  car  in  Lubbock  and 
drive  to  Hobbs. 

The  trip  back  is  a  little  more  adven¬ 
turous.  I  got  up  early  this  morning  and 
drove  back  to  Lubbock.  The  first  leg  of 
my  flight  was  Lubbock  to  Austin.  I’m 
now  in  the  air  for  a  quick  ride  from 
Austin  to  Houston.  From  Houston  I’ll 
journey  to  New  Orleans  and  then 
drive  home  to  Baton  Rouge  for  a  little 
work  in  my  office. 

In  the  midst  of  it  all  my  thoughts 
turn  toward  Christmas.  My  first  image 
goes  to  the  jolly  man  in  the  red  velvet 
suit  and  his  exhausting  work  of  going 
from  house  to  house  all  over  the  world 
delivering  gifts  to  billions  of  people  all 
in  one  evening!  Talk  about  up  and 
down!  How  does  the  old  elf  do  it? 
Defies  me! 

Thinking  a  little  more  deeply  than 
sleighs  and  reindeer  I  venture  to  the 
true  meaning  of  this  holiday  season 
and  the  fullness  of  time.  “For  he  has 
made  known  to  us  in  all  wisdom  and 
insight  the  mystery  of  his  will,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  purpose  which  he  set  forth 
in  Christ  as  a  plan  for  the  fullness  of 
time,  to  unite  all  things  in  him,  things 
in  heaven  and  things  on  earth.” 
(Ephesians  1:  9-10)  Reflecting  on  the 
practical  logistics  of  the  birth  of  Jesus 
and  how  he  continues  to  be  born  into 
hearts  and  lives  today  is  just  as  mysti¬ 
fying  as  how  Santa  makes  it  in  and  out 
of  all  those  chimneys  every  Christmas 
Eve.  And  yet,  Jesus’  entrance  is  a  reali¬ 
ty  and  truth  and  not  a  myth  or  fantasy. 

Do  I  understand  how  Jesus  enters 


into  my  life  and 
into  your  life  and  is 
born  again  in  our 
hearts  and  as  a 
result  we  are  born 
again  into  God’s 
Kingdom?  I  can’t 
say  I  fully  under¬ 
stand  that. 
Undoubtedly  I 
could  produce  a 
pretty  good  theo¬ 
logical  treatise  on 
the  subject,  and  I  could  make  good 
headway  toward  a  logical  and  theolog¬ 
ical  explanation.  But  in  the  final  analy¬ 
sis,  there  remains  much  mystery. 

What  I  do  understand  and  cele¬ 
brate  is  that  multiple  births  do  hap¬ 
pen!  I  see  new  birth  in  the  lives  of  peo¬ 
ple  all  over  the  world.  I’ve  witnessed  it 
in  your  lives.  I  know  that  birth  in  my 
own  life.  It  is  real  and  it  is  personal. 
People  come  to  be  born  anew  one 
person  at  a  time.  It  isn't  a  mass  and 
forced  entrance.  It  is  personal  and 
comes  finally  by  our  own  invitation. 
Yet  it  can  happen  in  thousands  of  lives 
almost  simultaneously.  It  truly  is  a 
divine  mystery!  And  it  is  good  news! 

In  the  midst  of  Santas  and  elves, 
and  of  creches  and  angels  the  Lord 
Jesus  comes  again.  Our  constant  and 
fervent  prayer  becomes,  “Cast  out  our 
sin,  and  enter  in,  be  born  in  us  today.” 
And  the  blessed  assurance  is  given, 
“Where  meek  souls  will  receive  him, 
still  the  dear  Christ  enters  in.” 

Kay  and  I  wish  for  each  of  you  a 
blessed  and  “bom  anew”  Christmas. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  spending 
our  first  of  what  we  pray  will  be  many 
Christmases  among  and  with  you. 
Christmas  love,  new  birth  and  peace 
to  you  and  yours! 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Souper  Bowl,  from  page 7 


teamed  up  to  help  the  needy.  More  than 
15  different  denominations  are  under¬ 
taking  significant  efforts  to  spread  word 
of  the  effort  and  the  NFL  will  help  high¬ 
light  the  effort  at  a  Super  Bowl  week 
press  conference  in  Adanta. 

"The  Souper  Bowl  of  Caring  offers 
people  in  churches  across  the  country  a 
simple  but  significant  way  to  join 
together  in  caring  and  unity,”  says 
Souper  Bowl  founder,  Rev.  Brad  Smith. 
“We  believe  this  idea  is  a  gift  from  God 


and  we  encourage  everyone  to  join  the 
team.” 

While  advance  registration  is  not 
required,  churches  can  request  free 
mini-posters  by  calling  1-800-358-SOUP 
(7687)  orviawww.souperbowl.org. 

Participants  should  report  their  totals 
via  phone  or  homepage  on  Sunday,  Jan. 
30.  The  Souper  Bowl  of  Caring,  which 
has  no  full-time  staff,  donated  office 
space  and  homemade  letterhead,  is  a 
grass-roots  movement  of  God’s  grace. 


LETTERS  POLICY 

LouisianaNow!  reserves  space  on  this  page  for  readers  to  express  their  views. 
LouisianaNow!  is  not  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed.  Letters  are  not  to 
exceed  450  words.  Libelous  or  offensive  personal  attacks  are  unacceptable.  Letters 
must  include  the  author’s  signature,  as  well  as  correct  address  and  telephone 
number,  which  will  not  be  published,  to  facilitate  verification.  Send  letters  to 
Editor,  LouisianaNow!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


Prison  Chapel,  from  page 1 


"The  other  thing  about  prison 
chapels  is  they  become  a  space  in  which 
change  can  happen  in  an  inmate’s  life, 
so  they  can  become  a  new  person,” 
Hutchinson  said. 

The  LPCF  is  described  as  “a  group  of 
committed 
Christians  from  all 
walks  of  life  who  are 
working  to  build 
places  of  worship  in 
our  Louisiana  pris¬ 
ons.” 

Chapels  are  slat¬ 
ed  for  construction 
in  2001  at  the  C. 

Paul  Phelps 
Correctional  Center 
in  DeQuincy  and 
the  Elayn  Hunt 
Correctional  Center 
in  St.  Gabriel. 

Chapels  are  also 
planned  for  the  Allen  Correctional 
Center  in  Kinder,  the  Work  Training 
Facility  North  in  Pineville,  and  the  Winn 
Correctional  Center  in  Winnfield. 

Huddled  under  a  tent,  supporters  lis¬ 
tened  as  prison  choir  members  sang  a 
soulful  rendition  of  the  gospel,  “Amazing 
Grace.” 

Robbie  Strong,  prison  chaplain, 
expressed  his  excitement  about  the 
chapel  and  the  positive  effect  it  is 
expected  to  have  on  prisoners. 

“We  are  celebrating  the  building  of  a 
chapel,  but  more  importantly,  we  are 
seeing  the  building  of  lives,”  Strong  said. 

Strong  explained  that  five  years  ago,  it 
was  a  dream  he  shared  with  other  chap¬ 
lains  in  the  state,  to  build  real  chapels  in 
prisons  statewide. 


Enter  the  LPCF. 

The  mission:  "To  build  chapels  on 
prison  grounds  to  further  the  kingdom 
of  God,”  while  changing  hearts,  trans¬ 
forming  lives  and  restoring  hope. 

Strong  explained,  “We  must  not  be 
only  building 
chapels,  but  we 
must  also  be  build¬ 
ing  lives.” 

LPCF  President 
Chat  Kleinpeter  said 
the  cost  of  the 
Avoyelles  prison 
chapel  is  estimated 
at  $332,000. 
Construction  will 
begin  soon. 

“The  money  for 
the  chapels  was 
raised  by  private 
donations,” 
Kleinpeter  said. 

“When  we  are  done  we  expect  to 
have  21  chapels  at  17  difference  institu¬ 
tions.”  He  said  that  Angola  prison  will 
have  more  than  one  chapel,  because  of 
its  size. 

When  asked  about  the  nature  of  the 
chapels  and  why  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  was  questioning  their 
legality,  Kleinpeter  said  they  were  con¬ 
cerned  that  public  money  was  being 
used  for  their  construction. 

He  said  he  allayed  their  fears  by  say¬ 
ing  it  was  funded  with  private  money 
and  that  it  is  completely  voluntary  for  a 
prisoner  to  attend. 

“These  are  interfaith  chapels  - 
Muslims  will  even  use  them,”  Kleinpeter 
said.  “As  long  as  they  worship  God  they 
can  use  it.” 


“We  are  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  building  of 
a  chapel,  but  more 
importantly,  we  are 
seeing  the  building 
of  lives.” 

-  Chaplain  Robbie  Strong 


Correction 

On  the  Alexandria  District  page  in  the  last  issue,  “Share  the  Blessing”  was  host¬ 
ed  by  First  UMC,  Pineville.  Though  due  to  incomplete  information  provided  to 
the  paper,  LaNow!  regrets  the  error. 


STAINED  GLASS 


“AND  HERE  WE  GO,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 
WITH  THIS  WEEKS  TOP  TEN  COMMANDMENTS..." 
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Igniting  Ministry  awards  first  round  of  matching  grants 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Igniting 
Ministry,  a  national  television  advertis¬ 
ing  campaign  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  awarded  its  first  series  of 
matching  grants  to  32  individual  congre¬ 
gations,  clusters  of  congregations  and 
annual  (regional)  conferences. 

Two  Louisiana  Conference  churches 
are  included.  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  in  Shreveport  and  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  in  New 
Orleans  have  been  awarded  grants. 

The  Rev.  Steven  Horswill-Johnston, 
director  of  the  four-year  initiative 
approved  by  the  denomination’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body  in  May,  said  his  office  at 
United  Methodist  Communications  was 
“overwhelmed”  at  the  number  of  appli¬ 
cants. 

“This  says  to  us  that  local  churches 
are  hungry  to  embark  upon  a  campaign 
that  will  make  an  impact  on  people  in 
our  communities  who  are  searching  for 
a  spiritual  home,”  he  said. 

In  the  first  round  of  grants,  up  to 
$50,000  each  was  given  to  15  local 
churches,  nine  clusters  of  churches  and 
eight  annual  conferences. 


Horswill-Johnston  was  particularly 
impressed  that  five  of  the  conferences 
made  a  joint  request  and  plan  to  work 
closely  together  on  the  project.  These  are 


North  and  South  Indiana,  West  Ohio, 
Kentucky  and  Illinois  Great  Rivers  (cen¬ 
tral  and  southern  Illinois).  Other  confer¬ 
ences  receiving  grants  are  New  York, 
West  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

Clusters  of  churches  receiving  grants 
are  Macon  (Ga.)  District;  Mississippi 
River  District  in  Illinois;  Newton  County 
(Ga.)  area  churches;  Quad  Cities  in 
Northern  Illinois  and  Iowa;  Columbus 
(Ga.)  District;  Thomasville  (Ga.)  District; 
Waycross  (Ga.)  District;  Western  and 
Metro  Districts,  Portland,  Ore.;  and 
Savannah-Statesboro  (Ga.)  District. 

Individual  churches  receiving  grants 
are:  Broadmoor,  Shreveport,  La.;  Cabot 


(Ark.);  Centenary,  Lawton,  Okla.;  Christ, 
Rockford,  Ill.;  Decatur  (Ill.);  First,  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.;  First,  Washington,  Ill.; 
Gibbons-Resurrection,  Brandywine,  Md.; 


First,  Harrison,  Ark.;  First,  Honolulu; 
Hope,  Southfield,  Mich.;  Midland 
(Texas);  Munsey  Memorial,  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.;  Rayne  Memorial,  New  Orleans; 
Wesley,  Springfield,  Mo. 

The  denomination,  through  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom), 
is  providing  $1  million  in  matching 
grants  each  year  and  about  $17  million 
in  national  placement  of  spots  on  cable 
television  channels  starting  in 
September  and  continuing  through 
2004. 

Despite  reports  that  the  church’s 
General  Conference  allocated  $20  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium  for 


the  Igniting  Ministry  initiative,  Horswill- 
Johnston  said  the  amount  was  $18.7  mil¬ 
lion. 

“Like  all  goals  in  the  church,  we  do 
not  always  get  the  full  amount  asked 
for,”  he  explained.  “From  past  history,  we 
anticipate  that  89  percent  of  the  $18.7 
million  goal  will  be  reached,  which 
means  the  money  given  to  us  will  be 
closer  to  $17  million  than  the  $20  million 
reported.” 

The  first  run  of  commercials  is 
planned  for  the  Lenten  season  of  2001. 
“Research  says  we  can  expect  to  deliver 
our  message  to  approximately  65  per¬ 
cent  of  the  households  in  the  areas 
where  these  matching  grants  have  been 
made,”  Horswill-Johnston  said. 

UMCom  anticipates  providing 
matching  grants  three  times  a  year  for 
spots  that  will  be  shown  during  the 
Lenten,  back-to-school  and  Advent  sea¬ 
sons.  The  next  round  will  coincide  with 
the  airing  of  new  national  cable  TV 
spots. 

Application  deadline  for  the  second 
round  of  grants  is  May  1,  according  to 
UMCom  staff  member  Jackie  Vaughan. 


Two  Louisiana  Conference  churches  have  been 
awarded  grants:  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  in 
Shreveport  and  Rayne  Memorial  in  New  Orleans. 


St.  James  Melville  marks  106th  year 


It  was  standing  room  only 
Oct.  29  at  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Melville. 
Accompanied  by  friends  from 
throughout  the  state,  the  congre¬ 
gation  led  by  Rev.  Margeurite 
Jenkins  gathered  to  celebrate 
their  106th  anniversary  in  wor¬ 
ship  and  to  consecrate  their  new 
education  building,  along  with 
the  refurbished  sanctuary. 

Although  she  is  the  first 
woman  to  pastor  St.  James, 
Jenkins  has  won  the  hearts  of  the 
congregation  and  revitalized  the 
church.  She  came  in  March  1999 
with  a  vision  to  restore  St.  James 
to  an  active,  caring  and  involved 
ministry  to  the  community.  She 
got  the  members  involved  and 
recruited  assistance  from  outside 
the  church.  This  has  included 


participation  with  other  church¬ 
es  in  Melville  for  worship  and 
fundraisers  as  well  as  material 
and  financial  support  from  other 
United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

All  of  this  has  resulted  in  the 
renovation  of  the  main  building 
to  replace  the  aging  linoleum 
with  carpet  in  the  sanctuary,  the 
addition  of  handicap-accessible 
restrooms  and  several  other 
improvements.  A  new  education¬ 
al  building  and  a  chapel  have 
been  added  to  the  main  build¬ 
ing;  the  parking  lot  has  been 
paved  and  a  fence  has  been 
added. 

But  the  big  story  is  the  coop¬ 
eration  and  fellowship  that  made 
all  of  this  possible.  This  was 
reflected  when  friends  of  St. 


James  gathered  with  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  recognize  and  celebrate 
what  God  had  done.  The  sanctu¬ 
ary  seats  about  100,  and  added 
chairs  increased  that  by  20,  but 
another  20  had  to  stand  for  the 
service.  That  is  not  much  for 
some,  but  being  in  a  church 
where  people  have  to  stand  to 
hear  the  word  of  God  is  an  added 
worship  experience  and  witness 
to  the  vitality  of  the  church. 

Jenkins  recognized  all  who 
have  contributed  to  work  of  the 
church  and  noted  the  connec- 
tional  nature  of  United 
Methodism  that  had  made  so 
much  of  it  possible.  She  thanked 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  support  of  First  UMC 
Pineville.  Music  was  provided  by 
the  choir  of  First  UMC  Pineville. 


St.  James  UMC  in  Melville  marked  its  106th  anniversary  with 
the  consecration  of  a  new  education  building.  Joining  pastor 
Rev.  Marguerite  Jenkins  for  the  celebrations  were  Rev.  J. 
Roddy  Taylor,  pastor  at  First  UMC,  Pineville,  and  Acadiana 
District  Superintendent  Rev.  Terry  Willis. 


Dawson  commissioned  as  deaconess 


Hallique  L.  Dawson  was  commissioned 
as  a  deaconess  in  October  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dawson  works  with  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  Ministry  Team  to  coordinate  pro¬ 
gramming  for  the  Community  Learning 
Center  for  Eden  Park  children  and  families 
at-risk. 

“God’s  mission  is  being  carried  out  by 
helping  the  poor,  liberating  the  oppressed, 
and  setting  the  people  free,”  Dawson  said. 

She  said  she  has  previously  seen  God 
moving  through  her  ministry  as  she:  1 )  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Bishops’  initiative  “Children 
in  Poverty”;  2)  sponsored  a  child  through 
World  Vision;  3)  participated  in  a  volunteer 
mission  trip  to  Mt.  Sequoyah  and  4)  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  mission  centers  in  Louisiana. 

"God  provided  and  put  me  in  touch  with 
these  opportunities  to  equip  me  for  my  call¬ 


ing,”  she  said. 

A  native  ofWilliamston,  S.C.,  Dawson 
studied  education  at  Claflin  College  and 
earned  a  B.S.  degree  in  home  economics 
from  State  A&M  College,  both  in 
Orangeburg. 

She  earned  AB  and  master’s  degrees  from 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas, 
where  she  also  undertook  religious  founda¬ 
tion  studies  at  Perkins  and  Wesley 
Theological  seminaries. 

Dawson  taught  in  public  elementary 
schools  in  Baton  Rouge  for  20  years  follow¬ 
ing  graduation. 

Since  that  time  she  has  coordinated  a 
parent-involvement  program,  served  as  a 
counselor  in  the  school  system,  and  direct¬ 
ed  a  tutorial  enrichment  program  at 
Camphor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 


Copyright  laws 
include  videos 

Churches  using  motion  pictures 
released  in  home  video  format  during 
youth  activities  programs,  adult  educa¬ 
tion  sessions  or  general  church  func¬ 
tions  must  have  a  public  performance 
license. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Resource 
Center  has  arranged  through  the  Motion 
Picture  Licensing  Corporation  (MPLC) 
to  reduce  the  license  agreement  pay¬ 
ments  from  $95  to  $70.  A  license  is  good 
for  a  full  year. 

District  Offices  have  a  fist  of  produc¬ 
ers  and  distributors  covered  by  this 
license.  For  more  information,  contact 
Shirlene  Spears  at  the  Conference 
Resource  Center,  (225)  346-1646  or  '888) 
239-5286. 


Louisiana  Conference/!/^/ 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
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From  the  D.S. 

Dear  Friends: 

Remember  all  of  the  fuss  about  Y2K?  We  are  still 
here,  and  there  is  much  ministry  still  to  be  accom¬ 
plished.  As  we  end  this  year,  I  want  to  say  thanks!  I 
also  want  to  share  this  article  with  you  for  whatever  it 
can  mean  to  you  in  your  ministry  setting. 

This  is  from  an  article  written  by  Herb  Miller,  who 
has  conducted  more  than  500  consultations  with 
congregations  of  several  denominations: 

During  your  first  120  seconds  of  conversation, 
people  you  meet  for  the  first  time  form  most  of 
their  long-term  opinions  about  you.  People  also 
form  lasting  opinions  during  their  first  minutes 
of  exposure  to  a  congregation’s  meeting  place. 
Ambiance  sets  opinions  and  elevates  or  lowers 
mood.  What  does  your  building  say? 

As  people  drive  past,  does  your  church  say, 
"open  for  business”  or  “peeling  paint  dejected”? 
Does  the  lawn  say  it  belongs  to  people  who  are 
proud  of  what  happens  here?  Does  it  say, 
“Refugee  from  fringes  of  the  Sahara  Desert”? 

When  you  stop  in  the  parking  lot,  can  you  see 
which  door  to  enter,  or  must  you  play  "Doorknob 
Russian  Roulette”  to  find  an  unlocked  entryway? 
Absent  entrance  signs  say,  "We  are  not  expecting 
company:  this  is  a  ‘Members  Only’  building.” 

Does  at  least  one  entryway  provide  conven¬ 
ient  access  for  people  in  wheelchairs?  If  not, 
does  your  building  say,  "This  is  an  exclusive  club 
for  people  who  can  walk  and  climb  stairs”? 

When  you  get  inside,  do  you  know  where  you 
are?  Strangers  have  four  unspoken  questions: 
Which  way  to  the  sanctuary?  Where  is  the  nurs¬ 
ery?  Where  are  the  rest  rooms?  How  do  I  find  the 
church  office?"  Do  your  foyer  signs  answer  the 
questions  not  line-of-sight  obvious? 

When  you  look  around  the  foyer,  what  else  do 
you  see?  If  the  church  serves  its  community 
through  Alcoholics  Anonymous  groups,  Scouts, 
or  aerobics  classes,  why  not  erect  a  “Times  & 
Events”  bulletin  board? 

Many  churches  that  do  not  need  new  build¬ 
ings  should  upgrade  their  first  impression 
ambiance  in  the  area  through  which  everyone 
passes  -  the  front  door  foyer.  Ask  an  interior  dec¬ 
orator  who  has  never  been  in  the  building  for 
inexpensive  suggestions. 

When  parents  walk  toward  the  nursery  or  chil¬ 
dren’s  classrooms,  does  fluorescent  lighting  on 
the  light  colored  walls  give  a  modern  feel,  or  do 
catacomb-dim  halls  have  30-watt  bulbs  placed 
30  yards  apart? 

When  newcomers  arrive  at  the  nursery,  do 
they  see  cast-off  1930s  furniture,  antique  carpet 
and  tired  paint?  Does  the  nursery  say  to  parents 
bringing  their  first  precious  infant,  “We  care 
about  your  children;  our  equipment  is  the  best 
you  can  find”? 

What  do  the  children’s  classrooms  say? 

"Musty  and  closed  for  business  most  of  the 
time,”  or  is  it  scented  by  the  air  freshener  so  nec¬ 
essary  in  closed  buildings  -  especially  in  damp  or 
northern  climates?  Do  the  wall  maps  and  bul¬ 
letin  boards  say,  “Something  is  happening  here,” 
or  do  last  spring’s  Easter  decorations  say,  “This  is 
not  where  the  action  is”? 

What  does  the  sanctuary  say?  Museum,  mau¬ 
soleum  or  celebration  center?  Few  rooms  are 
less  inspirational  than  a  worship  area  decorated 
like  an  airplane  hanger.  Even  in  the  first  unit  of  a 
new  congregation,  colorful,  changeable  banners 
can  brighten  sanctuary  personality. 

Winston  Churchill  said,  “We  shape  our  buildings. 
Then  our  buildings  shape  us.”  In  what  way  is  your 
building  shaping  your  congregation? 

Remember,  God  is  Good!! 

Shalom  on  the  Journey! 


Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson 


JoAnn  and  Joseph  Taylor  present  pens,  pencil  and  crayons  to  school  children  in  West  Africa. 


Members  of  Asbury  UMC  visit  Africa 


JoAnn  Taylor  and  husband  Joseph  Taylor,  both 
members  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Algiers,  visited  West  Africa 
with  others  from  around  the  United  States  to  take  gifts 
to  school  children  and  the  people  of  West  Africa. 

JoAnn  and  Joseph  are  a  part  of  a  group  called 
Sankofa  Tours,  which  was  formed  to  raise  $50,000  to 
build  a  school  in  Cape  Coast,  Ghana.  A  group  of  18 
traveled  on  the  recent  journey  with  each  bringing 
school  supplies. 

The  couple  asked  Asbury  to  assist  them  in  getting 
writing  utensils  for  the  children.  “The  outpouring  of 


help  was  overwhelming,”  JoAnn  said.  The  member¬ 
ship  of  Asbury  helped  them  in  gathering  more  than 
8,000  pencils,  pens  and  crayons  for  the  children. 

Two  schools  in  Ghana  and  Benin  were  recipients  of 
the  supplies.  “The  children  were  thrilled,”  JoAnn  said. 
“At  one  of  the  schools  the  school  master  brought  the 
students  out  of  class  and  had  the  student  body  presi¬ 
dent  and  vice  president  accept  for  the  school,”  she 
said. 

JoAnn  serves  as  lay  leader  at  Asbury  and  husband 
Joseph  serves  as  chair  of  the  trustees. 


St.  Luke's  program  combats  local  and  world  hunger 


BY  TRUMAN  WARD 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  New  Orleans  is 
not  a  big  congregation  (approxi¬ 
mately  270  members)  and  is  not  a 
wealthy  group.  The  church  is  a  car¬ 
ing  group  and  hustles  to  make  good 
things  happen.  Prior  to  1985,  the 
church  had  tried  the  usual  things  to 
combat  hunger.  A  hunger  meal 
would  raise  a  hundred  dollars,  sand¬ 
wiches  for  street  people  would  help 
a  few,  and  canned  goods  would  fill  a 
few  boxes  (you  know  the  usual  rou¬ 
tines).  The  church  decided  it  need¬ 
ed  a  year-round  effort  that  included 
help  from  organizations  that  knew 
who  the  hungry  people  are  and  how 
to  best  serve  them  (and  the  church). 

The  church  began  a  meal-a- 
month  hunger  covenant  in  1985  as  a 
means  to  combat  hunger  by  regular¬ 
ly  contributing  a  self-designated 
amount  into  a  fund,  which  would  be 
used  to  combat  both  local  and  world 
hunger.  In  the  earliest  stages  of  the 
plan,  which  has  come  to  be  known 
as  “The  Hunger  Covenant,”  it  was 
decided  that  one-half  of  the  funds 
collected  would  be  used  for  local 
hunger  and  the  other  half  for  world 
hunger. 

During  the  15  years  since  its 
beginning,  St.  Luke’s  has  given  more 


than  $80,000  to  the  project.  Half  has 
gone  to  the  local  food  bank  (Second 
Harvesters).  Second  Harvesters  can 
furnish  as  much  as  $10  worth  of 

During  the  15  years  since 
its  beginning,  St.  Luke’s 
has  given  more  than 
$80,000  to  the  project. 

food  for  each  dollar  received.  That 
means  the  church  has  bought 
$400,000  worth  of  food,  and  at  $40 
for  a  40 -pound  box  of  food,  it 
amounts  to  helping  families  with 
10,000  boxes  of  food  over  the  15-year 
period. 

That  is  only  half  of  the  story.  The 
other  $40,000  designated  for  world 
hunger  has  gone  to  train  agricultural 
scientists  for  poor  countries,  to  pur¬ 
chase  small  tractors  for  poor  families 
and  for  the  Heifer  Project 
International  that  furnishes  farm 
animals  and  training  to  needy  fami¬ 
lies.  With  this  project,  the  family 
pledges  to  give  the  first  offspring  to 
another  needy  family.  The  animals 
provide  food,  income,  labor  and 
hope.  This  has  furnished  tons  of 
cows,  chickens,  rabbits,  goats,  sheep 


and  oxen  -  even  bees. 

The  Hunger  Covenant  has  been  a 
blessing  for  the  givers  at  St.  Luke’s 
and  for  the  recipients,  both  nearby 
and  far  away.  It  has  accomplished  far 
more  than  the  church  ever  dreamed 
possible.  And,  the  church  is  still  at  it 
after  15  years.  Between  last  Lenten 
period  and  now,  the  church  has 
almost  filled  an  ark  for  the  Heifer 
Project  ($5,000)  and  maintained  its 
giving  to  Second  Harvesters.  The 
church  is  winding  up  a  large  build¬ 
ing  project,  and  neither  that  nor  its 
operating  budget  has  suffered  from 
gifts  to  missions.  St.  Luke’s  UMC  also 
has  a  “Covenant  Relationship”  with  a 
GBGM  missionary  family  in  Senegal 
and  the  church  was  notified  that  it  is 
one  of  the  top  ten  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  supporting 
Advance  Specials. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to 
the  District  Communication 
Advisor: 

Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 14 
(504)  528-2219 


December  22,2000 
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Henning  Memorial  UMC  dedicates  new  organ  and  piano 


16  certified  for  lay  speaking 

BY  SUSAN  MOORE 

The  Lake  Charles  District  held  Lay  Speaking  School  Nov.  4  at  Warren  United 
Methodist  Church. 

There  were  16  participants.  The  basic  lay  speaking  ministry  course  was  taught 
by  Irvin  K.  Abraham,  longtime  certified  lay  speaker  and  lay  leader  of  Warren 
UMC.  Abraham’s  class  was  exciting  and  challenged  members  to  use  their  specific 
call  and  talent  to  further  God’s  kingdom.  Ten  people  were  given  certificates  of 
completion  for  the  basic  course. 

The  advanced  course,  “Lay  Speakers  grow  spiritually  through  daily  disci¬ 
pline,"  was  taught  by  Susan  Moore,  director  of  lay  spealdng  for  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  Participants  learned  the  importance  of  practicing  Bible  study,  prayer, 
hospitality,  solitude  and  acts  of  charity.  Six  people  received  certificates  for  com¬ 
pleting  this  course. 

District  Superintendent  Dr.  Doug  Ezell  led  the  group  in  the  Love  Feast,  and  an 
offering  was  taken  and  given  to  the  Warren  church  to  be  used  for  the  needy. 


Ministry  Team  plans  for  2001 


The  Ministry  Team  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  has  begun  planning  for 
2001,  and  each  member  is  excited  about 
the  possibilities. 

The  year  2000  has  been  one  of 
change  for  the  district. 

With  sadness  and  wishes  of  good 
luck,  the  team  said  goodbye  to  Jean 
Foreman,  who  had  served  as  district 
missioner  since  the  position  was 
formed.  She  is  now  pursuing  her  calling 
as  a  minister. 

Dr.  M.  Douglas  Ezell  also  came  to  the 
Lake  Charles  District  this  year  as  district 
superintendent.  Ezell  comes  from  the 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New 
Orleans,  where  he  served  as  executive 
director. 

Joining  the  team  as  the  new  mission¬ 
er  is  Leslie  Mansell.  Mansell’s  experience 
includes  director  of  adult  and  children’s 
ministries  and  director  of  the  daycare  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Uvalde,  Texas. 

The  Ministry  Team  has  begun  work¬ 
ing  with  Elizabeth  United  Methodist 
Church  to  assist  in  planning  for  the 
future.  The  team  has  also  been  invited  to 
Oak  Park  United  Methodist  Church  to 
assist  the  congregation  in  determining 
how  the  needs  of  this  church  can  be 
met. 

In  addition,  the  Ministry  Team  is 


planning 
several 
district¬ 
wide 
work¬ 
shops  for 
2001. 
Proposed 
topics 
include 
rural  min¬ 
istry,  VBS, 
Sunday 
school, 
evangel¬ 
ism, 

youth  ministry  and  leadership  training. 
The  team  is  also  available  for  smaller 
workshops  within  individual  churches. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
District  Office  at  (337)  439-2982,  or 
Leslie  Mansell  at  (337)  625-6876. 


Mansell 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Constance  Handy 
2706  Walden  Dr. 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 
(337) 474-4187 
handyjrr@abl.com 


The  sound  of  music  was  heard  in 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  sanctuary  during  the  recent 
Dedication  Concert  for  their  new  organ 
and  grand  piano. 

The  church  organist  and  pianist, 
Annette  Larsen,  was  joined  by  one  of 
their  own  young  musicians,  Devin  Seale, 
and  guest  artist  Dexter  Thibodeaux, 
organist  at  Our  Lady  Queen  of  Heaven 
Catholic  Church  in  Lake  Charles. 

The  musicians  performed  a  variety  of 
music  ranging  from  classical  to  familiar 
hymns  such  as  “Amazing  Grace,”  and 
“How  Great  Thou  Art!” 

A  ceremony  celebrating  the  gift  of 
these  instruments  as  memorials  and 
dedicating  them  to  the  glory  of  God  was 
held  at  the  beginning  of  the  concert. 

The  grand  piano  was  given  by  Ilene 
and  Larry  Lyman  and  Cathy  and  Kent 
Seale  in  memory  of  WAX  and  Ilene 
Seale. 

The  Rodgers  Organ  was  given  by 
Shirley  and  Bill  Lawton,  William  B. 
Lawton  Company  Inc.,  in  loving  memo¬ 
ry  of  W.T.  Burton,  Ethel  Lewis  Burton, 
Evelyn  Burton  Lawton,  Mary  Jean  Gay 
Lawton  and  Linda  Barnes  Lawton. 


Guest  artist  Dexter  Thibodeaux,  left,  tests 
out  Henning's  new  organ.  Devin  Seale, 
above,  performs  as  church 
organist/pianist  Annette  Larsen  looks  on. 
Below,  the  Henning  Halfnotes  Choir. 
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LAVIM:  The  World  Is  Our  Parish 

2001  mission  opportunities  feature  new  destinations,  old  favorites 

Ecuador;  Haiti;  Israel/Palestine;  Reynosa,  Mexico; 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa;  and  in  the  United  States,  the 
Choctaw  Indian  Reservation  near  Philadelphia,  Miss., 
and  the  renovation  of  a  Kansas  City  inner-city  church. 

Those  are  just  a  few  of  the  mission  destinations  with 
which  Volunteers  in  Mission  will  be  challenging 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  in  2001. 

LAVIM,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman, 
has  unveiled  its  schedule  and  promises  even  more  to 
come. 

The  schedule  (at  left)  includes  opportunities  for  med¬ 
ical  professionals,  construction  and  building  experts, 
Spanish  and  Russian  translators,  cooks,  carpenters, 
teachers  -  anyone  who  wants  to  make  a  Christian  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  people  around  the  world. 

“The  most  important  person  on  any  VIM  team  is  the 
‘go-fer!’  ’’  says  Norman.  A  mission  volunteer  does  not 
have  to  have  a  specific  or  previously  identified  specialty 
or  talent. 

“If  you  want  to  help,  to  be  used  by  God  in  a  joyous 
and  beneficial  way  to  people  less  fortunate,  call  us,  we 
will  show  you  how  to  do  it!’’ 

VIM  is  looking  for  the  experienced  and  the  inexperi¬ 
enced  who  want  the  faith  experience  of  a  lifetime. 

While  most  of  the  2001  opportunities  are  for  the  con¬ 
struction  or  repair  of  churches,  parsonages,  medical 
clinics,  day-care  facilities  and  houses  for  those  made 
homeless  by  natural  disasters,  the  popular  mini-medical 
clinics  of  past  years  have  also  been  rescheduled,  as  well 
as  new  medical  opportunities  in  Pignon,  Haiti. 

VIM  has  begun  a  new  relationship  with  Clinica 
Bretania  in  Reynosa,  Mexico.  Mini-medical  teams  will 
set  up  clinics  in  the  “colonias”  or  neighborhoods  sur¬ 
rounding  Reynosa. 

One  clinic  will  be  located  next  to  the  town  garbage 
dump,  an  area  where  poor  and  indigent  people  have  set¬ 
tled.  There  is  great  need  for  the  medical  attention  of  vol¬ 
unteers  here.  LAVIM  hopes  to  begin  building  permanent 
volunteer  medical  stations  in  this  area  in  the  near  future. 

Teams  to  Haiti  will  welcome  both  construction  and 
medical  persons  and  will  work  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Christian  Mission  of  Pignon  in  its  Hospital  de  Biensian 
in  the  mountains  of  that  Latin  American  country. 

There  are  additional  mission  opportunities  to  provide 
Vacation  Bible  Schools,  Christian  education  and  youth 
camps. 

Youth  in  the  Annual  Conference  will  want  to  sign-up 
early  for  one  of  the  three  YIM:  Youth  in  Mission  projects. 
Individual  young  people  from  small  and  large  congrega¬ 
tions  are  invited  to  return  to  Christian  Alliance  and 
Medical  Bridges  in  Houston,  Texas,  and  Rio  Bravo, 
Mexico,  or  join  a  mission  team  to  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Mission  Conference  in  June. 

From  March  23-25,  LAVIM  will  sponsor  its  fourth 
annual  “Takin’  It  to  the  Streets,”  again  in  New  Orleans. 
Volunteers  teams  from  each  of  the  Conference  churches 
as  well  as  individuals  are  invited  to  descend  upon  the 
Crescent  City  to  build  handicap  ramps  for  those  who 
cannot  build  or  provide  them  for  themselves. 

“Last  year  more  than  235  volunteered  for  this  proj¬ 
ect.”  said  Norman.  “We  want  to  increase  that  number  in 
2001.” 

And,  there  are  other  mission  opportunities  soon  to  be 
scheduled  to  Alaska,  Puerto  Rico  and  New  Mexico,  with 
additional  teams  to  Mount  Sequoyah,  Mexico  and 
Redbird  Missionary  Conference. 

The  cost  for  participation  includes  travel,  meals,  lodg¬ 
ing,  a  secondary  insurance  policy  and  administration 
fees.  All  in  all,  there  is  a  mission  opportunity  for  every¬ 
one,  every  age  and  every  level  of  experience. 

For  more  information  regarding  any  mission  destina¬ 
tion  or  how  to  become  a  mission  volunteer,  please  con¬ 
tact: 

Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman,  Louisiana  VIM,  at  the 
Conference  Office  in  Baton  Rouge,  (888)  239-5286,  (225) 
346-1646,  E-mail:  LduckN@aol.com. 


VIM  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  2001 


INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

ECUADOR 

July  6-15,  2001 

Canton  El  Carmen 

Ricky  Willis 

$1200 

Construction 

HAITI 

July  27-Aug.  4 

Pignon 

Ryan  Horton 

$975 

Medical/Construction 

August  31-Sept.  8 

Pignon 

Wybra  Price 

$975 

Medical/Construction 

HONDURAS 

May  18-26 

Tegucigalpa 

Debra  Pep  low 

$820 

Construction 

July  20-28 

San  Pedro  Sula 

Gary  Willis 

$820 

Construction 

October  13-20 

Tegucigalpa 

Ken  Irby 

$820 

Construction 

October  19-27 

Tegucigalpa 

Weldon  Bares 

$820 

Construction 

ISRAEL/PALESTINE 

April  21-May  6 

House  of  Hope/ 

Larry  Norman 

$2000 

Construction/Repair 

June  23- July  8 

School  for  the  Blind,  Bethlehem,  West  Bank 

House  of  Hope/  Joni  McCown 

$2000 

Construction/Repair 

August  18-Sept  2 

School  for  the  Blind,  Bethlehem,  West  Bank 

Hope  School/Beit  Jala  Ramonalynn  Beth  ley 

$2000 

Construction/Repair 

MEXICO  MINI -MEDICAL 

January  4-7 

Reynosa 

Karolyn  Maughan 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

February  1-4 

Reynosa 

Sheryl  Gonsoulin 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

March  1-4 

Reynosa 

Tom  Dungan 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

April  5-8 

Reynosa 

Quinn  OBannon 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

May  3-6 

Reynosa 

Dick  Humphries 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

June  7-10 

Reynosa 

Sarah  Timberlake 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

July  5-8 

Reynosa 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

August  2-5 

Reynosa 

Tony  Fontenot 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

September  6-9 

Reynosa 

Bubba  Penick 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

October  4-7 

Reynosa 

Mark  Martin 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

November  1-4 

Reynosa 

Scott  Bullock 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

Nov.  30  -  Dec.  2 

Reynosa 

$340 

Medical/Construction 

MEXICO  CONSTRUCTION 

February  1-4 

Reynosa 

Ann  Sutton 

$340 

Construction 

February  24-March  3 

Reynosa 

T  erry  Love 

$200 

Construction 

April  21-28 

Monterrey 

Tim  Lawson 

$470 

Construction 

PUERTO  RICO 

February  24-March  3 

San  Juan 

Judy  Shema 

$950 

Painting/Repair 

May  20-30 

Ponce' 

Meghan  Hochstetler  TBA 

Painting/Repair 

RUSSIA 

March  24-31 

Ekaterinburg 

James  Gillespie 

$1,100 

VBS  Leader  Training 

August  16-29 

Ekaterinburg 

Doug  Milliron 

$2,500 

Education/Youth  Camp 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

July  5-15 

Johannesburg 

J on  Lord 

$2,200 

Construction 

October  18-28 

Johannesburg 

Dale  Hensarling 

$2,200 

Construction 

TRAINING  EVENTS 

January  26-27 

Conf erence  Center/Woodworth  Larry  Norman 

$75 

Team  LeaderTraining 

USA 

February  27-March  3 

Albuquerque 

James  Poole 

$25 

Light  Construction 

March  23-24 

Casa  Esperanza  Hospice 
Caney  Conf.  Center,  Minden 

Terra  1  Lowe 

Donations  Accepted 

Construction/Repair 

March  23-24 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

Sammie  King 

Donations  Accepted 

Construction/Repair 

March  23-25 

Takin'  it  to  the  Streets 

Larry  Norman 

$25 

Construction  of 

March  24 

New  Orleans 

Camp  Istrouma 

LaMarylis  Cotton 

Donations  Accepted 

Handicap  Ramps 
Construction/Repair 

March  25 

Dulac  Cooperative 

Rachel  Scott 

$130 

General  Repairs 

April  21-29 

Red  Bird  Mission 

Charles  Langford 

$430 

Construction/Repair 

April  28-May  5 

Oklahoma  Indian 

Steve  Porter 

$150 

Construction/Repair 

May  6-12 

Missionary  Conference 
Kansas  City,  MO 

Pam  Fontenot 

$290 

Construct  i  on/Repair 

June  19-23,  2000 

Choctaw  Indian  Reservation 

Jodie  Adams 

$165 

VBS/Repair 

June  23-30,  2000 

Philadelphia,  MS 

Douglas,  Alaska 

Allen  Tuten 

TBA 

Painting/Repair 

September  9-15 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Sam  Burch 

$170 

Construction 

September  22-30 

Red  Bird  Mission 

LaMarylis  Cotten/ 

$450 

Construction/Repair 

September  23-29 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Patsy  Schmutz 
Larry  Maddin 

$170 

Construction 

YOUTH  IN  MISSION  PROJECTS 

June  23-30  Oklahoma  Indian 

Diane  Howe 

$330 

Construction/Repair 

July  8-14 

Missionary  Conference 
Christian  Alliance/ 

Dick  Scott-Welch 

$190 

Disaster  Response 

July  27-August  4 

Medical  Bridges 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

Marie  Williams 

$375 

Construction 

December  22, 2000 
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IN  BRIEF 


Reports  from  United  Methodist  News  Service 


Pioneer  Marjorie  Matthews  ‘knew  the  call’ 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.  -  When  Marjorie  Matthews  became  a  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
op  at  age  64,  newspapers  across  the  country  announced  the  news  with  headlines 
like,  "The  bishop  is  a  woman."  The  year  was  1980,  and  Matthews  was  the  first 
woman  to  become  a  bishop  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  She  served  one  term, 
leading  the  Wisconsin  Area  for  four  years  before  retiring  in  1984.  She  died  in  1986. 

Men  and  women  gathered  on  Nov.  16  to  celebrate  the  20th  anniversary  of 
Matthews'  election  as  bishop  and  to  reflect  on  the  role  that  women  play  in  the 
church  today.  The  event  was  held  at  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity  School  in  Rochester, 
where  Matthews  graduated  in  1970. 

Bishop  Violet  Fisher,  who  was  elected  in  July  and  appointed  to  the  New  York  West 
Area,  noted  that  her  own  journey  had  taken  "some  of  the  twists  and  turns"  that 
Matthews  faced.  Fisher  recalled  obstacles  that  she  had  to  overcome  and  noted  that 
injustices  still  exist  today.  But,  she  said,  "I  knew  I  was  called  to  this.  Our  sister  knew 
die  call." 

Church  to  give  away  most  of  its  $60  million  bequest 

ATLANTA  -  Members  of  the  United  Methodist  church  in  St.  Marys,  Ga.,  are  deter¬ 
mined  that  a  mammoth  $60  million  bequest  will  be  spent  almost  entirely  on  others. 
Meeting  Dec.  3,  the  congregation  decided  to  put  a  modest  $2.8  million  into  the 
Warren  Bailey  Memorial  Endowment  Fund,  which  will  generate  about  $100,000  a 
year  in  income  for  the  church.  That  is  the  amount  the  congregation's  benefactor,  the 
late  Warren  Bailey,  had  given  the  church  annually  over  the  past  several  years.  The 
money  will  be  used  for  missions  and  special  projects. 

The  352-member  church  will  also  give  $500,000  to  the  Magnolia  Manor  being 
built  in  St.  Marys,  a  gift  Bailey  had  promised  before  he  died.  The  manor  is  a  complex 
of  residential  facilities  for  older  adults  related  to  the  church's  South  Georgia  Annual 
Conference. 

Of  the  remaining  bequest,  some  $16  million  will  be  given  away  up  front  and  the 
bulk  of  the  estate,  about  $40  million,  will  be  lodged  with  the  St.  Marys  United 
Methodist  Church  Foundation  to  support  nonprofit  causes.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Derek  McAleer,  expects  the  first  gifts  from  the  $16  million  to  be  designated  in 
February  and  March. 


A  UMNS  photo  by  John  A.  Lovelace 

EXPLORATION  2000  -  Liturgical  dancers  express  their  joy  during  worship  at  Exploration 
2000  in  Dallas. The  three-day  gathering,  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  was  designed  to  help  young  people  discern 
what  God  is  calling  them  to  do  with  their  lives. 


WORLD  WATCH 


UMCOR  establishes  youth  houses 


NCC,  CWS  seek  ban  on  landmines,  cluster  bombs 

NEW  YORK  -  Officials  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  its  affiliated 
Church  World  Service  ministry  have  called  on  President  Clinton  to  ban  landmines 
and  to  stop  the  use  and  sale  of  cluster  bombs.  A  letter  on  the  third  anniversary  of  the 
Mine  Ban  Treaty  called  on  Clinton  to  join  the  treaty.  The  letter  was  accompanied  by 
petitions  bearing  more  than  4,500  new  signatures.  More  than  60,000  signatures  had 
already  been  delivered. 

Separately,  tire  Rev.  Bob  Edgar,  NCC  staff  head,  and  the  Rev.  John  McCullough,  who 
leads  CWS,  called  for  a  moratorium  on  the  manufacture,  sale  and  transfer  of  cluster 
bombs.  "A  cluster  bomb  cannot  even  be  considered  a  'weapon  of  war'  because  its 
victims,  like  those  affected  by  landmines,  are  not  confined  to  the  battlefield,"  Edgar 
said. 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  established  two 
Youth  Houses  in  Tajikistan,  a  central  Asian  country  bordering  on 
Afghanistan,  as  well  as  five  in  Bosnia,  three  in  Georgia  and  one 
in  Rwanda. 

Sam  Dixon,  an  UMCOR  staff  executive,  said  the  houses  offer 
therapy  for  traumatic  experiences  as  well  as  after-school  care 
for  children  and  youth. 

"We  teach  journalism,  art,  drama,  music,  reading  and  writing, 
and  peace  building,"  Dixon  said.  UMCOR  has  found  that  peace  build¬ 
ing  is  especially  important  in  countries  with  different  ethnic  cultures. 

"They  learn  they  can  be  friends,"  Dixon  said,  holding  up  a  poster  drawn  by  chil¬ 
dren  in  a  youth  house  in  Georgia.  In  large  block  letters,  the  poster  declared,  "We 
make  friends  with  each  other  and  we  do  not  shoot  on  each  other." 
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United  Methodists  assist  families  in  Beit  Sahour 

United  Methodists  are  contributing  to  a  campaign  to  rebuild  bombed-out 
Palestinian  homes  in  Beit  Sahour.  A  predominantly  Christian  town  next  to 
Bethlehem,  Beit  Sahour  has  been  subjected  to  military  shelling  since  the  violent 
clashes  between  Israelis  and  Palestinians  began  in  late  September.  The  Rev.  Robert 
Walton,  a  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  executive,  said  the  agency's 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and  mission  volunteers  program  would 
work  to  assist  area  families.  The  project  is  particularly  appropriate  for  the  Christmas 
season  because  Beit  Sahour  is  the  traditional  site  of  "Shepherd's  Field,"  where 
angels  announced  Christ’s  birth,  he  said. 

As  of  late  November,  164  houses  had  been  damaged  and  eight  homes  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  bombing,  according  to  the  Center  for  Rapprochement  Between 
People  in  Beit  Sahour.  Contributions  to  the  rebuilding  project  can  be  made  to 
UMCOR  Advance  No.  601740-2,  Middle  East  Emergency.  Checks  can  be  placed  in 
church  collection  plates  or  mailed  to  UMCOR  at  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  330, 
New  York,  NY  10115.  Credit-card  donations  can  be  made  by  calling  (800)  554-8583. 

Trips  to  Holy  Land  being  reconsidered 

Safety  concerns  are  causing  church  groups  and  others  to  reconsider  plans  to 
travel  to  the  Holy  Land. 

A  group  of  more  than  200  United  Methodists  from  the  Indiana  Area,  led  by 
Bishop  Woodie  White,  had  planned  to  leave  Jan.  3  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land, 
but  tite  U.S.  State  Department's  warning  about  travel  to  Israel  caused  a  postpone- 
ment  of  the  trip,  according  to  the  December  issue  of  Hoosier  United  Methodist 
News. 

Instead,  White  asked  tour  organizers  to  reschedule  the  trip  for  January  2002. 
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General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
files  brief  in  support  of  religious  freedom 


This  is  a  statement  of  GBCS  General 
Secretary  James  Winkler. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  joined  a  friend  of  the  court  brief 
filed  with  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case 
of  the  Good  News  Club  v.  Milford 
Central  School.  Our  action  has  been 
inspired  by  the  long-standing  United 
Methodist  tradition  that  supports  reli¬ 
gious  freedom. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  will  hear  the 
case  this  judicial  session.  The  Good 
News  Club  is  appealing  a  decision  of  the 
Second  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New 
York  which  allowed  the  Milford  Central 
School  to  deny  access  to  the  club  to  use 
the  school  for  after-hours  meetings  and 
Bible  study. 

The  decision  of  the  Milford  Central 
School  to  deny  access  to  a  religious 
group  based  solely  on  the  basis  of  the 
group’s  religious  character  is  discrimina¬ 
tory  and  contrary  to  our  country’s  best 
ideals  of  free  speech  and  free  assembly 
and  contrary  to  United  Methodist 
thought. 

The  Social  Principles  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  -  the  church’s  official 
positions  on  social  issues  -  “urge  poli¬ 
cies  and  practices  that  ensure  the  right 
of  every  religious  group  to  exercise  its 


faith  free  from  legal,  political  or  eco¬ 
nomic  restrictions.”  (Para.  66B)  Further, 
it  states  that  “The  state  should  not  use 
its  authority  to  promote  particular  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs  (including  atheism).”  (Para 
68D) 

Many  United  Methodist  churches  use 
public  school  facilities  for  worship, 
teaching,  and  to  provide  other  services. 
These  churches  would  be  adversely 
affected  if  they  were  denied  access  to 
school  facilities.  We  believe  that  access 
to  a  public  school  facility  by  a  religious 
group  should  be  based  on  a  policy  that 
treats  every  civic  group  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  equally. 

In  a  time  when  society  is  promoting  a 
more  active  involvement  and  support  of 
religious  groups  for  public  schools,  this 
court  action  comes  as  a  possible  rejec¬ 
tion  of  this  effort.  Religion  is  an  integral 
part  of  civil  society.  We  are  not  looking 
for  preferred  treatment,  only  equal 
access  to  otherwise  publicly  available 
facilities. 

*** 

Only  the  General  Conference  speaks 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
the  international  public  policy  and 
social  action  agency  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 
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'Today,  we  become 

a  United  Methodist  Church...' 


North  Cross  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Madisonville  celebrated  its  chartering 
into  the  Louisiana  Conference  Dec.  3. 

Above:  North  Shore  District 
Superintendent  Grayson  Watson  leads  a 
part  of  the  ceremony  at  the  funeral 
home  where  the  year-old  congregation 
meets.  Pastor  Flint  Shea  greets  mem¬ 
bers  after  the  ceremony  (below) 
and  children  play  in  the 
daycare  (bottom  right). 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 

■■■■■■ 

DECEMBER 

24 

Special  Offering  for 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

JANUARY 

4-5 

Academy  of  Spiritual  Leadership  Track  One, 
2000-2001 

La.  Conference  Center 

4-7 

Volunteers  in  Mission 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

8-9 

District  Audits 

8-12 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry 

Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas 

12-14 

Happening 

La.  Conference  Center 

14 

Special  Offering  for  Human  Relations  Day 

17-18 

Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 

Conference  Office,  BR 

19-20 

License  to  Preach  School 

TBA 

19-20 

Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

Henning  UMC,  Sulphur 

19-21 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Joint  Training  Event 

Harvey  Hotel,  DFW 
Airport,  Irving,  Texas 

19-21 

Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  -  Track  III 

La.  Conference  Center 

21 

United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday 

